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PREFACE  TO  FIFTH  EDITION. 


In  presenting  the  Fifth  Edition  of  this  textbook,  I  desire  to 
express  my  grateful  appreciation  of  the  generous  support  accorded 
by  my  confreres,  especially  the  teachers  of  oto-laryngology,  by 
medical  students,  and  the  medical  profession  in  general. 

Its  adoption  as  the  standard  textbook  by  the  majority  of  the 
Medical  Schools  of  the  country,  and  as  a  reference  book  by  many 
Medical  Institutions  of  foreign  countries,  together  with  the  rapid 
exhaustion  of  the  Fourth  Edition,  has  encouraged  me  to  revise  the 
subject  matter  in  some  particulars,  and  to  add  several  items  of  new 
and  up-to-date  material. 

Especially  has  it  been  my  desire  to  thoroughly  Americanize  this 
volume,  by  giving  preference  to  the  achievements  of  American  otolo- 
gists, rhinologists  and  laryngologists. 

In  line  with  this  idea,  I  have  eliminated  the  former  chapter  on 
Suspension  Laryngoscopy  and  have  introduced  a  new  chapter  upon 
this  topic,  illustrated  with  the  Lynch  instruments. 

In  part  II,  I  have  noted  several  changes  in  the  relation  of  general 
diseases  to  those  of  the  ear,  nose  and  throat,  revising  the  syphilis 
chapter  and  also  amplifying  and  bringing  up  to  date,  the  relation  of 
influenza  to  diseases  of  the  nose,  throat  and  ear. 


W.  C.  P. 


40  West  Forty-seventh  Street, 
New  York  City. 


fiii>' 


PREFACE. 


In  the  preparation  of  this  volume  it  has  been  my  conscientious 
endeavor  to  define  the  essential  features  of  the  principal  diseases  of 
the  ear,  nose  and  throat,  and  to  outline  the  modern  and  approved 
methods  of  treatment  for  these  affections. 

The  work  was  attempted,  in  part,  in  response  to  repeated 
requests  from  many  students  and  practitioners  of  medicine  whom  I 
have  been  privileged  tn  instruct  in  the  New  York  Post-Graduate 
Medical  School  and  at  the  Manhattan  Eye,  Ear  and  Throat  Hospital 
during  the  past  twenty  years.  Hence,  it  has  been  prepared  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  general  practitioner  and  surgeon  as  well  as  the 
otologist  and  laryngologist. 

I  have  purposely  refrained  from  perpetuating  discarded  theories, 
or  descriptions  of  operations  which  are  either  obsolete  or  have  been 
superseded  by  more  modern  methods,  simply  for  the  purpose  of 
completing  the  record  or  to  conform  to  the  older  text-books.  Nor 
have  I  introduced  modern  theories  or  operations  unless  they  possess 
a  reasonable  measure  of  scientific  value.  In  short  my  purpose  has 
been  to  write  a  practical,  accurate  and  concise  treatise  bearing  the 
approval  of  personal  experience. 

In  the  chapters  devoted  to  general  considerations  I  have 
grouped  various  symptoms  and  measures  of  treatment  which  are 
common  to  two  or  more  affections,  in  order  to  avoid  needless  repeti- 
tion. A  section  devoted  to  the  inHuence  of  general  diseases  and 
conditions  upon  the  ear,  nose  and  throat  has  permitted  the  grouping 
of  a  variety  of  affections  (numbering  about  thirty-seven),  which 
exhibit  symptoms  or  lesions  referable  to  these  organs,  and  to 
depict  the  necessary  local  and  general  measures  of  treatment  for  the 
same.  It  is  believed  that  this  section  will  appeal  to  the  general 
practitioner  and  be  valuable  for  reference.  I  have  purposely  placed 
the  section  on  the  ear  first  in  order  to  give  emphasis  to  the  fact  that 
in  this  book  the  space  devoted  to  the  ear  is  not  a  mere  addendum, 
but  a  complete  work  on  otologv'.  The  section  on  the  nos?  and 
throat  is  at  the  same  time  equally  comprehensive  and  complete. 

The  subject-matter  is  presented  in  the  general  form  of  a  text- 
book, but  in  the  preparation  of  the  text  as  well  as  the  illustrations  I 
have  aimed  to  make  it  a  practical,  comprehensive  operative  surgery 
(iv) 
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of  the  ear,  nose  and  throat.  To  this  end  the  illustrations  of  opera- 
tions or  steps  of  operations,  whether  schematic  or  actual,  are 
accurate  and  may  safely  serve  as  guides  to  the  surgeon. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  aid  received  from  the  pub- 
lications of  my  numerous  confreres.  The  standard  American  and 
foreign  text-books,  monographs  and  published  articles  have  been 
freely  consulted,  and  many  of  these  have  been  referred  to  in  the  text. 
Parker's  excellent  classification  of  the  diseases  of  the  pharynx  and 
larynx  has  been  adopted  in  part. 

I  desire  also  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  encouragement 
and  many  courtesies  extended  by  my  colleagues  in  New  York  and 
elsewhere,  many  of  whom  have  been  personally  consulted  regarding 
numerous  phases  of  this  work.  The  members  of  my  staff  at  the 
Manhattan  Eye,  Ear  and  Throat  Hospital  have  responded  cheerfully 
to  all  requests  for  assistance  in  various  details.  I  am  specially 
indebted  to  Drs.  S.  J.  Kopetzky,  J.  J.  Thomson,  I,.  M.  Hubby,  E.  P. 
Fowler,  J.  H.  Guntzer  and  L.  J.  Denchfield  for  outlining  or  com- 
piling various  items  of  descriptive  matter,  and  for  abstracting 
valuable  material  from  foreign  and  American  literature.  Mr.  K.  K. 
Bosse  has  devoted  his  best  energies  and  skill  to  the  preparation  of 
the  numerous  drawings.  The  valuable  assistance  rendered  by  Miss 
B.  Arnaud  in  attending  to  the  various  minor  details  is  gratefully 
acknowledged. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  publishers  for  their  valuable  sugges- 
tions and  for  the  care  bestowed  upon  the  numerous  details  pertain- 
ing to  the  mechanical  preparation  of  this  work. 

W.  C  P. 

40  West  Forty-seventh  Street,    . 
New  York  City. 
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General  Considerations, 


CHAPTER  I. 
THE  OFFICE  EQUIPMENT. 

To  facilitate  the  examination  and  the  treatment  of  patients 
suffering  from  diseases  of  the  ear,  nose  and  throat,  in  harmony 
with  our  more  modern  ideas,  a  special  office  equipment  is  essential. 
In  devising  the  necessary  office  paraphernalia  the  chief  considera- 
tions are  efficiency,  simplicity,  convenience  and  cleanliness. 

Various  general  forms  of  office  equipment  are  in  vogue,  depend- 
ing largely  upon  the  individual  peculiarities  of  the  surgeon.  For 
the  actual  treatment  of  patients  most  operators  employ  a  corner  of 
the  general  consulting  room ;  others  set  apart  a  special  small  room 
known  as  the  "treatment"  room.  The  author  prefers  the  latter 
arrangement,  inasmuch  as  within  a  space  comparatively  small,  when 
this  is  well  utilized,  it  becomes  possible  to  concentrate  all  necessary 
working  utensils  in  a  space  which  can  be  kept  clean. 

For  those  who  do  not  employ  office  nurses,  the  treatment  room 
affords  additional  facilities. 

The  author's  treatment  room,  one  end  of  which  is  shown  in 
Fig.  3,  measures  5x7  feet,  and  has  a  side  entrance.  The  floor  may 
be  of  cement  or  tile,  and  the  walls  of  tile  at  least  to  the  height  of 
five  or  six  feet.  For  the  upper  portion  of  the  walls  and  the  ceiling, 
enamel  paint  is  sufficient.  A  room  of  this  kind,  when  equipped 
with  enameled  furniture,  and  scrubbed  every  morning  before  the 
work  of  the  day  begins,  does  not  easily  become  contaminated,  hence 
it  is  safe  for  both  physician  and  patient. 

It  is  furthermore  possible  in  such  a  room  to  dispense  entirely 
with  wooden  furnishings,  inasmuch  as  all  forms  of  office  para- 
phernalia are  now  manufactured  in  enameled  metal,  and  the  danger 
of  infection  connected  with  the  more  absorbable  wood  and  leather- 
covered  furniture  is  eliminated.  Such  a  room  may  be  darkened, 
and  thus  become  valuable  for  applying  the  transillumination  tests. 

The  treatment  room  should  contain  the  following  articles  of 
enameled  furniture: — 

A  revolving  chair  (Fig.  3)  with  stationary  attachment  to  the 
wall,  if  possible,  in  order  to  economize  floor  space;   otherwise  it  may 

'  0) 


GENERAL  CONSIDERATION'S. 


Fig.  3. — Main  section  of  the  author's  treatment  room.  1,  Push  buttons 
in  jamb  of  treatment  room  door,  2,  Vibratory  massage  apphcator.  3, 
Wall  electric  switchboard.  4,  Electric  light  S,  Electric  motor  for  galvano- 
cauter);,  ,pump  massage  and  vibratory  massage.  6,  Enameled  receptacle 
for  soiled  instruments.  7,  Drawer  for  absorbent  cotton.  8,  Enameled 
waste  pail.  9,  Revolving  arm  chair  with  head  rest  for  the  patient.  1(X 
Revolving  stool  for  the  surgeon.  II,  Treatment  room  cabinet  with  glass 
top  and  drawers.  12,  Running  water  cuspidor.  13.  Electric  sterilizer. 
14,  Stack  of  cheese  cloth  wipes.  15,  Soft  silver  catheters.  16,  Tongue 
depressors.  17,  Sterilized  ear  tips  for  otoscope.  18,  Hartman's  ear  probe. 
19,  Head  mirror.  20,  Flat-tipped  angular  applicator.  21,  Flexible  post- 
nasal and  laryngeal  applicator.  22,  Sharp  ring  curet.  23,  Medicine 
bottles  and  holder.  24,  Sterilized  glass  spray  tip  covers.  25,  De  Vilbis 
atomizers. 


rest  upon  the  floor.  The  preference  for  the  stationary  base  of 
attachment  is  founded  upon  the  patient's  tendency  to  move  a  chair 
before  seating  himself,  thus  disarranging  the  relative  position  of 
the  light  to  the  chair. 
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The  advantages  o(  a  chair  which  revolves  are,  first,  that  its 
"hciRht  may  be  cliaiiged  to  conform  to  the  height  of  the  patient,  and, 
second,  that  the  paiienl  may  be  easily  and  quickly  turned  from  side 
to  side  for  otologic  examinations. 

Kor  the  physician  a  simple  revolving  stool  (Fig.  2)  is  to  be 
preferred,  inasmuch  as  the  revolving  motion  adds  materially  to  the 
case  and  deftness  of  his  motions.  The  author  claims  priority  in  the 
use  of  the  revolving  seats  for  both  patient  and  physician. 

Cabinet. — Alonjj  the  side  of  the  room  at  the  operator's  right 
there  is  a  cabinet  (Fig-  3'  efjuipped  with  drawers  of  various  sizes 
and  covered  with  glass  upon  which  instruments,  bottles  containing 
the  various  soUitions  for  routine  treatment,  and  if  necessary  a 
sterilizer  may  be  placed. 

Tl  is  necessary  to  have  the  top  of  the  cabinet  about  31  inches 
from   the   floor,  its   width    U  indies   and 
lengtli  iilxnii  40  iiu'hes. 

Fountain  Cuspidor. — At  some  point 
convenient  fnr  the  use  of  the  patient  a  nm- 
ning  water  cuspidor  of  glass  (Fig.  3) 
should  be  located  and  thus  all  secretions 
immediately  removed  from  sight. 

The  waste  pail  (Figs.  3  and  4)  is  19 
inches  high  and  6  inches  in  diameter,  with 
a  funnel-shaped  cover  int'i  ihc  large  open- 
ing of  which  cotton  swabs,  soiled  ^anze 
napkins  and  oiher  refuse  arc  thrown  ami 
thereby  removed  from  sight.  This  pail  is 
emptied  at  intervals  and  scalded  with  boil- 
ing water. 

It  is  desirable  and  convenient  either  in 
the  larger  treatment  moms  or  in  a  small 
adjoining  toilet  room  to  have  a  wash  basin 
with  hut  and  cold  running  waier,  and  sup- 
plied with  stitT  handhruslies  and  green  soap 
to  be  utilized  for  scrubbing  of  hands  and  cleaning  of  instruments. 

Personal  cleanliness  in  its  minutest  details  is  an  absolute  essen- 
tial in  all  work  upon  the  car,  the  nose  and  the  throat. 

It  is  a  wise  procedure  to  lay  all  sterilized  instrumenls  upon  the 
operator's  right  side  and  after  use  upon  a  patient  to  deposit  them 
upon  a  shelf  or  receptacle  (I'ig.  31  located  at  the  left  side  to  be 
rcstcrilizcd.  In  this  manner  the  danger  of  mixing  soiled  instru- 
ments with  those  that  arc  clean  is  avoided. 

Sterilizers. — A.  medium-sized  sterilizer  operated  by  gas  for 
boiling  instrumenls  is  relialile.  therefore  commendable.  When  an 
(*flfice  nurse  is  employed  the  main  sterilizer  may  be  located  in  an 
adioining  room  in  order  to  dispense  with  the  considerable  heat 
which  it  generates. 

.\  small  electric  stcnliyer  (Fig.  3)  located  upon  the  surgeon's 
cabinet  is  useful  for  dipping  spray  tips,  examining  mirrors  and 
washing  the  tongue  depressors,  nasal  specula  or  other  instruments 


Fig.  4. — Author's  mamrlcd 

wasle  p.iil  with  fiinnrl- 

sfa.iped  cover. 


4  GENERAL  CONSIDERATIONS. 

during  the  treatment  of  an  individual  patient.    It  should  in  no  wise 
supersede  the  larger  sterilizer. 

Illiimination. — The  examination  is  conducted  by  the  aid  of 
reflected  light  controlled  by  the  ordinary  head  mirror  (Fig.  3)  or 
directly  by  the  means  of  an  electric  lamp  attached  to  the  surgeon's 
forehead,  the  former  being  more  convenient  and  reliable  for  routine 
office  practice.  For  reflected  light,  the  source  may  be  a  kerosene 
or  gas  apparatus  equipped  with  an  Argand  burner  and  a  condensing 
lens,  or  an  electric  light  (Fig.  3)  of  at  least  32  candle  power,  the 
globe  of  which  should  he  of  ground  glass  with  the  exception  of  an 
oval  space  in  direct  tine  with  the  surgeon's  head  mirror.  The  light 
should  be  fixed  on  a  movable  bracket,  so  that  it  may  be  changed 
to  any  position  demanded  by  the  height  of  the  patient  and  the 
focal  distance  of  the  head  mirror  used  by  t!ie  operator. 
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Fig.  5. — Author's  electric  headlight  with   focusing  device.    The  light 
is  arranged  for  use  with  portable  storage  batteries  or  with  the  street  cur- 
rent, the  latter   requiring  the   interposition   of   a  suitable   rheostat.     The 
*       focus  is  adjusted  by  rotating  the  metal  cylinder. 

The  author's  headlight  with  focusing  device  (Fig.  5)  may  be 
used  with  portable  storage  batteries  or  attached  to  the  street  cur- 
rent by  the  interposition  of  a  suitable  rheostat.  For  minor  opera- 
tions at  the  patient's  house  and  for  major  operations  upon  the  ear, 
the  nose  and  the  throat,  this  form  of  illumination  is  invaluable. 

Sprays. — Sprays  and  douches  are  useful  adjuncts  to  the  office 
equipment  and  are  to  be  utilized  for  the  proper  cleansing  of  the 
nasal  passages,  the  accessory  sinuses,  the  ear  and  the  fauces,  and 
for  the  application  of  remedial  agents  to  the  mucosa  and  to  wounded 
surfaces. 

In  the  light  of  our  modern  knowledge  of  the  etiology  of  the 
inflammations  of  the  mucosa  of  the  upper  air  passages,  spray 
medication  holds  a  minor  position  as  a  curative  measure ;  neverthe- 
less it  has  its  value. 

The  metal  spray  apparatus  of  De  Vilbiss  (Fig.  3)  or  bard- 
rubber  spray  outfits  of  other  manufacture  are  recommended.    The 
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lijis  of  these  sprays  may  be  sterilized  by  l>oiIinj{  or  the  perforated 
glasji  spray  tip  cover  devised  by  Ur.  J.  j.  Thomson  may  be  slipped 
over  the  spray  while  in  use  tl'ig.  3j. 

Spray  solutiuiiis  arc  of  the  following  general  varieties,  viz., 
cleansing,  local  anesthesia,  hemostatic,  medicinal  and  protective  or 
eniullient. 

1-or  cleansing  purposes  the  physioloffical  normal  salt  solution 
or  alkalol  and  sterile  water  in  equal  parts  are  recommended.  They 
are  non-irriiating  lo  ihe  mucosa,  therefore  there  is  no  subsequent 
prolonged    watery    discharge    like    that    observed    following    the 


Kig.  6, — Co«iifif«-s«rii  air  »pparatu».  .-f.  RIvclHc  air  pump.  B.  Auto- 
matk  cut-off.  C.  Galvatiitcd  iron  air  lank.  D,  Piping  so  arranged  that  the 
air  uspJ  in  lank  if,  tUnwn  from  out-o(>ilu> »rs.    H.  Outlet  to  office  ajiparatas. 


employment  of  sprays  containing  glycerin  or  remedies  which  pro- 
duce local  irritation. 

Whenever  local  anesthesia  and  ischemia  are  desired,  a  solution 
containing  cocaine  2  per  cent,  and  adrenalin  cltlorid  1 :  5000,  or  one 
of  alypin  2  per  cent,  and  adrenalin  chlurid  1:5000.  may  be  care- 
fully sprayed  over  the  muctnis  surface,  the  proportions  to  be 
varied  according  to  the  requirements. 

Of  the  numerous  ail  spray  solutions  two  arc  recommended. 
fir-%1.  Or.  O.  B.  Douglas's  formula  of  bcnzoinol  (see  Chapter  XXNIII ) ; 
second,  a  solution  of  camphor.  2  per  cent.,  menthol,  2  per  cent.,  in 
'•cnzrjinol.  The  latter  is  most  cfficaciotis  as  a  remedy  f< 
tracheal  injection*. 

Compressed-air  Apparatus  (Fig.  6). — This  apparatus  consists 
essentially  of  an  electric  nr  a  waicr-compression  pump,  and  some 
form  of  rank  into  which  the  air  is  comprc-'cd.  When  much  in  use 
a  large  tank  is  to  he  preferred.  If  desired  a  smaller  auxiliary  tank 
with  gauge  may  be  connected  with  the  main  reservoir.    When  the 


remedy  for  intra- 
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apparatus  i9  located  in  the  cellar  the  air  should  be  drawn  from  with- 
out, through  piping. 

Instruments. — The  routine  cxaniinaiiDn  of  car,  nose  and  throat 
patients  requires  a  liberal  armamentarium  of  instruments  with  a 
sufficient  number  of  duplicates  to  tliminate  tbc  delays  incident  lo 
sterihxing.  For  convenience  it  is  desirable  to  have  at  least  a  dozen 
complete  sets  of  ihow  most  commonly  employed.  If  fewer  are 
provided  it  becomes  necessary  to  continuously  rcstcrilizc  during 
the  progress  of  ihc  day's  work,  Hrielly  enumerated  the  instruments 
for  examinatiun  include  a  cluster  of  aural  specula,  two  nr  three 
types  tif  nasal  specula,  mngue  depressors,  nasal  and  laryngeal 
applicators,  cotton  carriers,  thumb  or  angular  forceps,  laryngeal 


Fig.  r.— Bib   for  palirnts      Large  cotton  protector  arrangrd  Mitli  a   (old 
whkli  conlaini  a  curv*.**]  wire  spring  to  rit  ulxxit  the  patient's  neck. 


and  postnasal  mirrors,  small  ring  curcts,  Kustachinn  catheters 
(Fig.  3),  a  piston  and  fountain  syringe,  a  Fowler  suction  douche 
(Figs.  46  and  47).  pus  basins,  Dench  in^ation  apparatus  (Fig.  21). 
Politzcr  Iwp.  auscultation  tube  (Fig.  21).  Seigel  pneumatic  spccti- 
lum  (Fig.  26).  Eustachian  bougies  (Fig.  25).  tuning  forks  (Fig. 
i2),  acoumeier  (Fig.  3] >,  and  tiallun's  whistle  (Fig.  33). 

A  wall  cabinet  (Fig.  3)  equipped  with  an  electric  switchboard, 
current  rransformcrs.  controllers,  etc.,  supplying  currents  suitable 
for  transilluminaiion,  electric  bougie,  galvanic  and  faradic  pur- 
poses, etc.,  is  indispensable. 

An  electric  motor  (Fig.  3)  is  useful  when  equipped  with  an 
anral  massage  pump,  a  vibrator,  a  galvanocautcry  attachment,  a 
drill  and  a  superheated  air  device.  The  fact  thai  this  motnr  may 
be  put  to  so  many  u^cs.  while  it  occupies  comparatively  small  space, 
renders  it  a  most  valuable  addition  to  the  office  armamentarium. 
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A  stack  of  small  gauze  or  cheesecloth  wipes  (Fig.  3)  folded 
into  a  convenient  size  arc  wcl!  adapted  as  a  subsijtuic  for  hand- 
kerchiefs which  arc  nyt  sterile,  'llie  expense  involved  is  small  and 
i&  well  repaid  liv  ihe  endnrscinenL  and  approval  uf  the  patient. 

To  piotcct  the  patient's  clothing  a  bib  constructed  from  a  large 
square  of  cotton  <,l'~ig.  7)  hoUuwed  along  one  edge  and  folded  ito  as 
to  contain  a  curved  wire-holdiiig  device  is  worthy  of  notice. 

A  proper-constructed  cotton  holder  is  both  a  time-  and  labor- 
saving  device.  The  auilior's  cotton  box  (Fig.  8)  or  his  wire- 
covered  drawer  (Fig'.  3),  which  is  preferable,  holds  the  cotton  in 
such  a  manner  that  a  small  or  larj^t-  piece  may  he  conveniently 
removed  with  one  hand,  whereas  small,  loose,  absorbent  cotton 
requires  handling  with  bnili  hands  and  several  additional  manceuvrcs 
ID  order  to  detach  the  required  segment. 


Fig,  8. — Author's  cotton  box.  The  cylinrler  is  dctachiiblc  from  th* 
baHr,  Ihe  latu-r  con  tain  iti((  »  strong  spring  which  forces  the  muss  of  at>- 
sort}rnt  cotton  upward  into  the  wire  network  at  the  top. 

Sterilization  and  Care  of  Instruments. — -Ml  metal  and  glass 
instruments  are  made  sterile  by  boiling  fifteen  to  twenty  minutes 
in  a  solution  of  sodium  bicarbonate,  about  one  dram  to  a  pint. 
Before  sterilizing  they  should  be  washed  in  running  water  in  order 
that  all  portions  of  tissue  or  blood  may  he  removed.  Some  rubber 
implements,  bougies,  etc.,  which  might  be  injured  by  Ixiiling.  are 
sterilized  by  immersion  fnr  a  considerable  time  in  a  1:20  solution 
of  carbolic  acid  or  a  1:-1000  solution  of  bichlorid  of  mercury. 

Knives  may  be  sterilized  hy  immersing  in  a  tray  containing 
alcohol. 

Knives  that  have  become  infected  by  use  in  pus  cases  should 
be  sterilized  by  boiling,  notwithstanding  the  probable  deterioration 
in  the  temper  of  the  steel. 


CHAPTER  II. 

THE  EXAMINATION  OF  PATIENTS. 

History  of  the  Patient. — The  permanent  history  record  should 
be  one  to  whicli  reference  can  be  made  at  any  time  with  but  little 
difficulty.  A  card  index  system  carefully  maintained  is  preferable, 
inasmuch  as  a  5  x  8  inch  history  card  is  convenient  and  can  easily 
be  taken  into  the  treatment  room  for  reference  or  for  recording 
progress.  It  should  contain  a  (uU  statement  of  all  essentia!  facts 
relating  to  the  patient's  general  condition,  date  and  character  of 
illness  and  a  full  outline  of  the  attack  for  which  he  seeks  relief. 
The  history  cards  should  be  filed  in  numerical  order,  and  cross 
indexed  alphabetically  by  means  of  small  index  cards. 

In  order  to  obtain  these  facts  in  a  concise  and  comprehensive 
form  it  is  advisable  that  a  set  routine  be  followed  in  each  case.  This 
is  best  accomplished  by  having  a  printed  history  card  such  as  is 
shown  in  Fig.  9,  which  the  author  has  used  with  satisfaction  for 
many  years.  Having  obtained  the  name,  address,  age  and  occupa- 
tion of  the  patient,  we  pass  to  his  general  history,  which  often 
proves  of  considerable  value  in  relation  to  the  specific  ailment. 

The  E.\r. — First  inquire  about  the  family  history,  including 
hereditary  deafness,  syphilis,  tuberculosis  and  congenital  deafness. 
The  personal  history  should  include  a  note  relating  to  the  diseases 
of  childhood,  such  as  measles,  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever  and  any 
attacks  of  otitic  disease.  Next  we  ascertain  the  history  of  the 
present  attack,  its  nature,  mode  of  onset  and  whether  or  not  the 
ear  is  primarily  involved.  Duration  is  especially  important  in 
chronic  purulent  infection;  likewise  the  persistency,  color  and  odor 
of  the  discharge.  Other  symptoms  to  be  noted  are  pain,  deafness, 
tinnitus  and  vertigo.  These  may  be  noted  upon  tiie  record  card  by 
a  check  sign.  If  the  trouble  is  non-suppurative  in  nature  or  involves 
the  inner  ear,  we  go  more  fully  into  the  character  of  the  tinnitus  or 
vertigo;  whether  or  not  there  is  paracusis,  and  ascertain  the 
patient's  habits  with  regard  to  alcohol  and  drugs. 

Nose,  Throat  and  Larynx. — What  has  been  said  of  the  gen- 
eral history  relating  to  the  ear  pertains,  in  like  manner,  to  the  nose, 
throat  and  larynx.  With  regard  to  the  special  symptoms,  inquiry 
should  be  made  whether  or  not  there  is  obstructed  nasal  breathing 
through  one  or  both  nostrils,  whether  there  is  pain  referable  to  the 
regions  of  the  accessory  sinuses,  and  the  character  and  quality  of 
the  nasal  discharge,  its  persistence,  color,  odor,  consistency  and  the 
time  of  the  day  when  it  is  most  profuse.  If  the  history  points  to  an 
affection  of  the  larynx  or  throat,  the  symptoms  should  be  noted, 
e.g.,  cough,  hoarseness,  aphonia,  dysphagia  and  dyspnea. 

Physical  Examination. — Having  learned  as  much  as  possible 
from  the  statements  of  the  patient,  we  next  come  to  the  physical 
examination. 
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GENER.\L  CONSIDERATIONS. 


Eml — This  includes  tltorough  inspection  of  the  pinna  (Fig. 
61 ),  iiuting  it.s  general  formal  ion,  its  color,  its  scn.sitivciicss  Lo 
touch,  and  the  presence  or  ahsence  of  swelling  or  cutaneous  affec- 
tions. In  examining  the  external  auditory  canal  and  fundus  of  the 
ear.  the  relative  iwMtions  ol  the  patient  and  examiner  arc  of  impor- 
tance. If  rerteeted  Iij*ht  is  ascd,  the  source  of  light  should  he  at  least 
six  inches  farther  back  than  the  patient's  head  and  upon  the  same 
Jevel  as  his  ear.  The  patient's  gaze  »lioiild  he  directly  at  right 
angles  to  thai  of  the  operator,  which  hrings  his  ear  broadside  to  his 
view.  The  inlmdut'iinn  of  the  spernhini  raniiros  considerable  prac- 
tice before  the  proper  degree  of  skill  is  acquired.    The  upper  portion 


Hi* 


Fig.  10. — lntro<]iicing  tlic  aural  speeiiium.  Showing  ntelhod  of  grasp- 
ing the  patient's  ear.  how  to  hold  tlie  speculum  in  situ  and  itic  angle  of 
the  patirnt'»  head. 


of  the  pinna  should  be  grasped  between  the  second  and  third  finger* 
and  the  ear  drawn  backward  and  upward,  a  procedure  which 
tends  to  straighten  the  canal  and  lo  permit  a  better  view  of  the 
fundus,  while  Ihc  spectihini  is  held  between  the  index  finger  and 
thumb  of  the  left  hand  ( I'ig.  10).  The  right  hand  thus  remains  free 
for  adjusting  the  head  mirror  and  for  the  instrumentation  incident 
to  the  examination  and  the  treatment.  The  introduction  of  the 
speculum  never  evokes  pain  unless  it  is  clumsily  handled,  or  when 
there  is  some  disease  of  the  canal  walls.  L'pon  its  introduction  the 
canal  should  be  searched  for  evidences  of  inflammation,  swelling, 
cutaneous  diseas^e.  impacted  cerumen,  exostoses  or  foreign  bodies. 
The  fundus  is  next  observed.  It  is  rareU'  possible  tn  obtain  a  com- 
plete view  of  the  entire  drum  at  one  time  except  by  moving  the 
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speculam  in  different  directions  in  order  to  inspect  all  the  scRments, 
and  it  is  essential  that  the  view  be  ohiained  by  directing  the  ey< 
directly  Ihryujfh  the  central  ujjening  in  llic  head  mirror.  Note  upon 
ihc  history  chart,  and  if  po:4sihlc  make  a  rouRh  drawing  of  the 
appearance  of  the  drum  and  ossicles;  record  the  relali%*c  position 
and  color  of  the  surrounding  structures,  whether  or  not  there  is 
secretion,  the  size,  location  and  sfieral  appearance  of  perforations, 
and  the  size  and  location  of  polypi  and  granulations  when  observed. 


f.^ 


Fig.  U. — Shaq)"s  modification  of  Boswronh's  iiasnl  5[icoiluni. 

In  acute  purulent  tiiiiis  media  a  smear  or  culture  from  the  pus  may 
be  pri-parcd  for  bacteriological  examination. 

U  is  possible  to  observe  the  condition  of  tlte  lining  mcml)ranc 
of  the  tympanum,  and  also  to  use  a  probe  for  the  purpose  of  detect- 
ing uncovered  bone  through  large  perforations. 

In  purulent  cases  the  mastoid  process  should  be  inspected  for 
Swelling,  redness  and  tenderness  to  pressure.    If  the  mastoid  symp- 


Fig-  12. — Author's  modification  of  Bosworth's  Rpcculum  with 
solid  flaring  bUdcs. 


toms  are  positive,  the  temperature  and  pulse  rate  must  he  ascer- 
tained. 

KosE,  Throat  and  Lasvsx. — The  first  step  in  the  inspection 
of  the  nose  is  anterior  rhinoscopy,  by  which  is  meant  the  inspection 
of  the  anterior  portion  of  the  nasal  chambers,  by  means  of  reflected 
light,  For  the  purpose  of  distending  the  nasal  orifices  numerous 
specula  have  been  devised.  Habit  has  much  to  do  with  each  indi- 
vidual surgeon  as  to  his  favoriie  type.  The  author  varies  the  form 
of  speculum  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  nose  to  be  inspected 
or  upon  which  he  intends  to  operate. 

The  steel-wire  speculum  of  Bosworth  (Fig.  3).  made  in  differ- 
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ent  sizes,   is   an   admirable   one   for   examining   both   adults   and 
children. 

When  the  vestibule  is  hairy,  it  may  be  necessary  to  employ  a 
speculum  with  solid  blades.  Sharp's  modification  of  Bosworth's 
(Fig.  11)  fulfills  the  requirement.  For  operations  the  author  makes 
use  of  his  large-size  modification  of  Bosworth's  nasal  speculum 
(Fig.  12),  which  flares  at  the  end  of  the  blade,  or  the  one  devised  by 
Myles  (Fig.  13). 


Pig,   13. — Mjlcs's  ii.isal  speculum. 

While  making  the  examination  a  note  should  be  made  of  the 
size  of  the  nasal  apertures  and  the  character  and  location  of  the 
secretions.    If  pus  is  found,  its  origin  should  be  sought. 

A  deeper  view  will  determine  the  size  of  the  turbinals  and  the 
color  of  the  membrane  covering  them,  the  presence  of  septal  deflec- 
tions, spurs,  ridges,  lesions  "of  the  septum  or  perforations.  The 
view  may  be  interfered  with  by  the  presence  of  mucus  or  scabs, 
which  may  be  blown  or  wiped  away.  Swellings,  polypi  or  new 
growths  should  now  be  observed.    At  this  point  the  fuller  examina- 


Fig.  14. — Flat  wiili'  plalinuiii  applicator. 


tion  is  facilitated  by  liolding  aside  any  soft  tissue  with  a  flat 
platinum  applicator  (Fig.  14),  or  it  may  become  advisable  to  make 
an  application  of  a  weak  solution  of  adrenalin  chloride  in  order 
that  the  behavior  of  the  tissue  under  its  action  may  be  observed. 
It  may  be  necessary  to  make  an  effort  to  pass  a  probe  into  the 
opening  of  tlie  maxillary,  sphenoid  or  frontal  sinus,  a  procedure 
which  cannot  always  be  accomplished  until  after  the  removal  of 
the  major  portion  of  the  middle  turbinate  bone. 

Posterior  Rhinoscopy. — By  this  is  meant  the  inspection  of  the 
posterior  portion  of  the  nasal  cavities  and  of  the  cpi-  or  rhino- 
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pliar>'nx.  This  is  accomplishetl  l>y  rellccliny:  llic  light  on  to  a  small 
niirrur  passed  through  the  inuuth,  beyund  the  soil  palate  (Fig.  13). 
The  tongue  oi  the  patient  i-*  tUprt.*Ji!4cd  by  a  tunijuc  dcprc'^sor  held 
the  surgeon's  left  hand,  while  the  mirror  is  nianipulati-d  by  his 
Ight  hand,  the  patient  being  instructed  to  relax  the  soft  jialate  by 
aiiemptin*;  ti)  breathe  thrinij,'h  llu-  nnse.  Cnnsiderahle  practice  la 
often  necessary  before  a  patient  is  able  to  submit  to  posterior 
rhinoscopy  without  gaKging.  In  examining  nervous  patients  or 
those  with  unusually  sensitive  throats,  it  may  become  necessary  to 
anrslhelize  the  phar>*nx  and  snft  palate  wiih  a  4  per  cent,  eocaine 
solution,  or  draw  ilie  soft  palate  forward  by  means  of  a  palate 


i'lK.  l^.—I'OJlc^io^  rhinoscopy. 

retractor   (Fig.   16).     Small  biryngcal  mirrors  or  Michael's  post- 
nasal mirror  (Fig.  1")  slmuld  he  employed. 

The  office  armamentarium  should'  contain  tongue  depressors 
of  various  shapes.  The  Oiapin  t«nguc  depressor  ( l*'ig.  3>  is  light, 
convenient  and  answers  many  needs,  lilass  and  wood  depressors, 
the  ffirmer  hoilal>le  and  llie  latter  lo  be  destroyed  after  use  upon 
one  [)atient,  have  l)ieir  H<Ivi>cales.  To  properly  depress  the  tongue 
the  mouth  shnuld  be  fully  opened,  the  tongue  to  lie  in  its  natural 
pcwiijnn  (nut  protrudcdi  and  tlie  depressor  when  laid  firmly  upon 
ibc  dorsum  in  the  median  line  forces  it  downward  between  the 
rami  of  the  inferior  maxillary  bone.  A  good  rhinosropic  view  of 
the  nasopharynx  and  postnasal  chambers  reveals  the  size  of  the 
posterior  end.s  of  the  turbinals.  projecting  polypi,  or  discharges 
when  present  and  the  presence  of  adenoids  or  new  growths  in  the 
na50i)har>'nx. 
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Fauces  and  Pharynx. — In  examining  the  oropharynx  (Fig. 
18),  the  surgeon  should  take  a  bird's-eye  view  of  the  gross  appear- 
ance of  the  entire  area,  then  observe  the  condition  of  the  various 
parts,  meanwhile  recording  abnormalities  and  diseases  when  found. 

To  fully  inspect  the  tonsils  it  is  often  necessary  to  employ  a 
ring  curette  to  search  the  crypts,  or  a  tenaculum  to  pull  the  tonsil 
well  out  between  the  pillars.  Any  visible  tonsil  is  pathologic, 
but  in  some  the  hypertrophy  is  extensive  and  the  crypts  contain 
cheesy  ephithelial  detritus. 

The    color    and    thickness    of    the    pharyngeal    membrane    are 


Fig.  16. — White's  palate  retractor. 

matters  of  importance.  Hypertrophie<l  glands  upon  the  postpharyn- 
geal wall  (Fig,  462)  commonly  indicate  general  lymphatic  enlarge- 
ment of  tonsils  and  adenoids,  while  atrophic  conditions  indicate 
chronic  inflammation  of  the  nasopharyngeal  mucosa. 

The  Larynx. — In  examining  the  larynx  either  direct  or  indirect 
laryngoscopy  may  be  employed.  By  direct  laryngoscopy  is  meant 
the  observation  of  the  larynx  through  a  straight  tube  inserted 
beyond  the  epiglottis,  obtaining  the  illumination  either  by  means 
of  a  small  electric  light  situated  at  the  distal  end  of  the  spatula 


Fig.  17.— Michael's  postnasal  mirror. 


after  the  manner  of  Jackson's  invention  (Fig.  520),  or  by  the  KilHan 
method,  the  light  being  reflected  through  the  tube  by  means  of  a 
Kirstein  headlight.  Hy  both  of  these  means  a  direct  view  not  only 
of  the  larynx  is  obtainable,  but  also  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
trachea. 

The  indirect  method  nf  examination  of  the  larynx  is  accom- 
plished by  inserting  the  laryngeal  mirror  under  the  soft  palate  and 
pressing  the  entire  soft  palate  upward,  the  tongue  meanwhile 
being  drawn  well  out  of  the  mouth  with  a  napkin  held  between  the 
thumb  and  index  finger  of  the  surgeon's  left  hand  (Fig.  19).    The 
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light  is  now  thrown  upon  the  face  of  tlie  mirror  and  thus  the  interior 
ui  tiic  larynx  may  he  ohservcd  during  respiration  and  phona- 
tion.  It  win  be  found  that  during  inspiration  the  cords  open  widely, 
but  when  the  patient  phonatcs  "A"  as  in  "MA"  or  "E"  as  in  "UK" 
the  cords  approximate  in  the  median  line  (Kig.  20).  The  laryngeal 
image  must  hv  ([uickly  ohservcd,  as  most  pHtii'iits  arc  inlolcrant  of 
prolonged  manipulation  of  ihc  larynx.  Ucforc  introducing  a  throat 
mirror  it  should  he  warmed  nvcr  a  flame  or  immersed  in  hot  water. 
In  malfinp  lar^nf^cal  examination.s  it  is  necessary  to  note  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  cpijjiottis  with  rcj^'ard  to  its  color,  position,  ulcera- 
tion or  swelling:  likewise  the  arytenoids,  aryepigloitiilean  and  glosso- 
epiglottic  folds.    Attention  is  then  directed  to  the  laryngeal  ventricles 


-^•■ 


Fig.  18. — AnalMiitcsI  conrormatton  of  the  mouth  and  phannx.  1, 
Palalc.  2,  Tongtic.  3.  I'ostcrior  wall  of  pharynx.  4,  Uvuta.  5,  Anterior 
pilUrs.    b.  Posterior  pillars     7,  Tonsils, 


and  tlic  true  and  I'atse  cords;  meanwhile  the  motility,  color  am) 
elasticity  of  the  conls  are  note<l.  and  tlie  presence  or  absence  of  nodes, 
cniHts,  foreign  Iwdics  and  new  growths  is  iihscrvc<l.  Looking  beyond 
the  cords,  it  is  soinciinies  possible  lo  obser\-c  several  rings  of  the 
trachea  and  even  its  bifurcation. 

Throat  mirrors  which  admit  of  boiling  are  now  manufactured, 
hence  they  may  be  kept  sterile.  A  variety  of  sizes  are  requisite  and 
numerous  angles  and  bends  in  tlie  shaft  or  mirror  attachment  will 
he  found  applicable  lo  the  great  variety  of  throats.  About  five 
variations  in  diameter  of  mirrors  (Fig'.  3)  from  half  to  one  inch  will 
suffice. 

Recently  an  instrument  has  been  devised  by  Hays  (Fig.  494), 
which  permits  of  direct  inspection  of  the  entire  rhlnopharynx  and 
also  the  larynx,  with  the  patient's  mouth  closed.  The  instrument  is 
a  cystoscope  modified  [or  use  in  this  region  and  is  known  as  Hays's 


THE  EXAMIKATtON  pF    PATIENTS. 


17 


In  Valsalva's  method  the  patient  is  inMructcd  to  firmly  grasp 
Uic  no9c  between  the  lliumb  and  forclingcr  lo  prevent  l!ic  escape 
of  air;  then  with  the  mouth  closed  the  air  ts  forced  from  the 
lungs  into  the  nasal  chambers  and  pharynx.  Its  normal  avenue  of 
escape  being  sliut  off,  and  the  Eustachian  tube.<i  offering'  the  least 
resistance,  they  open  and  the  air  ruslies  into  the  tympanic  cavity. 

This  metliud  may  be  conveniently  used  while  the  ea.r  its  under 
in.'^pection,  and  the  presence  fi  a  perforation  can  occasionally  be 
delected  when  otherwise  it  would  escape  obser\*aiion. 

In  Poliizer's  method  a  cone-shaped  nose-piece  connected  to  a 
compressible  rubber  bag  by  rubber  tubing  is  fitted  snugly  into  one 
nostril  and  the  other  nostril  i*  closed  by  the  index  fmger  of  the 
physician.  The  patient  is  then  instructed  to  freely  pufF  air  into  his 
checks  without  allowing  it  to  escape,  nr  he  is  instructed  to  perform 
the  act  of  swallowing  cither  with  or  without  water,  or  he  is  told  to 


Fig.  20. — The  laryngeal  picture — cords  in  BpposilkMi. 


repeat  rapidly  the  letter  "K,"  and  while  so  engaged  the  surgeon 
compresses  the  rubber  bag  and  forces  air  through  the  Eustachian 
tube  into  the  tympanic  cavity. 

The  most  efficacious  and  exact  method  is  Kustachian  cathe- 
terization. The  Eustachian  catheter  (I'tg.  3)  should  be  constructed 
from  pure  silver,  and  be  about  eight  inches  in  lenjjth  and  the  distal 
end  curved  sutftcienily  to  rotate  snugly  into  the  I-ustac!iian  <tri(ice. 
Ojiinions  vary  as  to  whether  tlie  curve  should  be  long  and  gradual 
or  sharp.  The  advantage  of  pure  silver  in  its  construction  is  found 
in  the  flexibility  of  (he  instrument  to  meet  the  variations  made 
necessary  by  intranasal  irregularities  and  digressions  in  faucial 
conformation. 

For  puriKJses  of  diagnosis  in  the  routine  treatment  of  chronic 
and  of  some  acute  atTections  of  the  middle  ear.  catheterization 
secures  the  most  favorable  results  (Fig.  21  i.  It  is  applicable  mostly 
lo  adults,  but  even  young  ciiildreii  often  submit  to  catheterization 
with  good  grace.  Under  favorable  circumstances,  with  wide-open 
nares.  the  introduction  of  the  catheter  is  unpleasant.  Furthermore 
it  is  a  painful  procedure  in  patients  whose  membranes  arc  hypcr- 
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a  routine  method.  In  introducing  the  catheter  the  nostril  may  be 
dilated  with  a  speculum  under  reflected  illumination,  or  the  tip  of 
the  nose  elevated  with  the  surgeon's  finger.  The  catheter  tip  is 
now  slid  along  the  floor  of  the  inferior  meatus  (Figs.  21,  22,  24), 
and  its  shank  held  in  a  horizontal  position  until  it  passes  through 
the  choana  and  dips  toward  the  nasopharynx.  At  exactly  this 
point  the  author  ignores  the  usual  rules,  rotates  the  tip  outward 
and  upward  with  slight  and  gentle  manipulation  until  it  engages 
in  the  Eustachian  orifice;  or  following  the  same  method  of  intro- 
duction the  catheter  may  be  first  carried  well  over  into  the  epi- 
pharynx  and  then  drawn  forward  until  it  is  firmly  in  contact  with 


Fig.  22. — Catheter  properly  introduced  along  the  inferior  meatal  floor. 
The  catheter  is  shown  as  it  emerges  into  the  epipharynx  and  is  about  to 
be  rotated  into  the  Eustachian  orifice, 

the  posterior  aspect  of  the  soft  palate,  from  whicli  point  it  is  rotated 
outward  to  little  more  than  a  right  angle  and  its  point  enters  the 
Eustachian  orifice. 

A  favorite  method  of  catheterization  with  many  operators  is 
to  rotate  the  tip  of  the  catheter  toward  the  median  line  after  its 
point  falls  into  the  nasopharynx,  then  draw  it  firmly  against  the 
posterior  border  of  the  septum  itself,  after  which  it  is  rotated  out- 
ward slightly  more  than  180°  ;  this  usually  brings  its  point  in  apposi- 
tion with  the  pharyngeal  orifice  of  the  tube.  The  catheter  having 
been  properly  inserted  many  operators  insert  the  tip  of  a  Politzer 
air-douche  bag  directly  into  the  funnel  of  the  catheter  and  drive  a 
blast  of  air  into  the  middle  ear.  The  direct  contact  of  the  hard- 
rubber  tip  of  the  air-douche  bag  with  the  catheter,  in  spite  of  the 
greatest  care,  usually  gives  rise  to  more  or  less  pain,  owing  to  the 
movement  which  is  imparted  to  the  catheter  while  squeezing  the  air 
douche.  In  order  to  avoid  this  a  length  of  soft-rubber  tubing  may 
be  interposed  between  the  air  bag  and  the  tip  which  fits  into  the 
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catheter,  and  thus  no  shock  is  occasioned  when  the  air  douche  Is 
squeezed. 

The  Dench  middle-ear  vaporizer  (Fig,  21)  is  an  admirable 
apparatus  for  tubal  and  tympanic  inflation.  It  consists  of  a  hard- 
rubber  reservoir  fitted  with  a  stopcock,  the  turning-  of  which 
changes  the  current  of  air  so  that  it  passes  directly  to  the  catheter 
or  is  diverted  and  made  to  carry  medicated  vapor  from  the  solution 
in  the  reservoir. 

In  order  to  determine  the  patency  of  the  Eustachian  tube  the 
diagnostic  tube  (otoscope)  is  employed.  This  is  a  section  of  small, 
soft-rubber  tubing  about  30  inches  long,  into  each  end  of  which  is 


Fig.  23. — Faulty  introduction  of  the  Eustachian  catheter.  The  catheter 
tip  has  been  inserted  through  the  middle  meatus,  consequently  it  fails  to 
enter  the  orifice  of  the  Eustachian  tube  when  rotated. 


inserted  a  conical  tip  (Fig.  21),  one  of  which  is  placed  in  the  ear  of 
the  patient,  the  other  in  the  ear  of  the  operator  during  catheteriza- 
tion. The  character  of  the  sound  imparted  to  the  ear  of  the  surgeon 
is  of  diagnostic  value  in  determining  the  condition  nf  the  Eus- 
tachian tube.  In  a  normal  tube  the  current  of  air  produces  a  low, 
soft-blowing  sound.  Ill  stenosis  of  the  tube  the  note  is  high-pitched 
and  rough.  No  sound  is  conveyed  by  the  otoscope  when  the 
stenosis  is  complete.  A  tube  which  contains  mucus  emits  a  bub- 
bling sound.  \Vhen  a  perforation  exists  in  the  drum,  the  otoscopic 
bruit  felt  by  the  operator  is  like  that  of  air  coming  into  actual  con- 
tact with  his  own  tympanic  membrane. 

Obstacles  to  Catheterization. — The  chief  difficulties  which  arise 
during  catheterization  are.  first,  inability  to  pass  even  the  smallest 
catheter  through  the  nasal  meatus  on  account  of  septal  deflections 
or  spurs.  When  the  deformity  is  small  it  is  often  possible  to  enlarge 
the  space  by  contracting  the  soft  tissues  by  applying  adrenalin 
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chlorid;  otherwise  the  surgical  removal  of  the  obstruction  is 
indicated. 

As  a  substitute  for  such  emergencies  a  catheter  with  a  longer 
curve  may  be  passed  through  the  opposite  side  of  the  nose,  and 
turned  behind  the  posterior  border  of  the  septum  into  the  affected 
tube. 

An  annoying  difficulty  commonly  encountered  is  the  variation 
in  the  form,  position  and  prominence  of  the  tubal  orifice.  These 
difficulties  are  overcome  by  adjusting  the  curve  of  the  catheter 
together  with  skillful  manipulation,  and,  in  extreme  cases,  the 
rhinopharyngeal  mirror  allows  a  visual  inspection  of  the  field. 

Whenever  the   Eustachian  tube  is  found  to  be  obstructed,  a 


Fig,  24, — Catheter  tip  in  position   within  the  Eustachian  orifice. 


Eustachian  bougie  should  be  passed  through  the  catheter  and  along 
the  Eustachian  tube  into  tlie  tympanum. 

Eustachian  bougies  are  made  of  celluloid,  whalebone  or  gold, 
and  should  be  of  sufficient  length  to  project  at  least  one  and  one- 
half  inches  beyond  the  distal  opening  of  the  catheter  (Fig.  25). 

Method  of  Passing  the  Bougie. — The  catheter  is  first  intro- 
duced in  the  usual  manner  described  for  inflation,  and  air  is  blown 
through  the  tube  in  order  that  the  patient's  statement  may  be  con- 
firmed by  the  diagnostic  tube  bruit  and  its  proper  position  verified. 
A  small-sized  bougie  is  then  passed  through  the  catheter  until  its 
end  comes  in  contact  with  the  walls  of  the  Eustachian  orifice,  where 
it  produces  a  slight  sensation  of  discomfort  to  the  patient.  The 
utmost  gentleness  must  be  used  in  forcing  the  bougie  through  the 
Eustachian  tube,  in  order  to  prevent  the  formation  of  false  passages 
or  lacerations  of  the  tubal  membrane.  If  an  obstruction  is  encoun- 
tered, then  gentle  continuous  pressure  usually  serves  to  overcome 
it.  If  not  overcome  after  a  few  seconds  of  pressure,  it  is  advisable 
to  withdraw  the  bougie  a  short  distance  and  make  a  second  attempt. 


22 


GENERAL  CONSIDERATION'S. 


It  is  rare  to  find  an  obstruction  which  cannot  eventually  be  over- 
come. In  obstinate  cases  it  may  become  necessary  to  employ  the 
electric  bougie,  perfected  by  Duel.  As  the  bougie  approaches  the 
tympanic  cavity  the  patient  usually  experiences  a  bubbling  sound. 
Occasionally  the  operator  is  able  to  see  the  dark  outlines  of  the 
bougie  through  the  semitransparent  drum  membrane.  Even  in 
normal  Eustachian  tubes,  slight  resistance  is  usually  found  when 
the  bougie  passes  from  the  membranous  to  the  bony  portion  of  the 
tube.     If  care  is  not  exercised  in  properly  adjusting  the  catheter 


Fig.  25. — Eustachian  bougie  passed  through  a  catheter,  and  projecting 
about  \14  inches  (about  the  length  of  the  Eustachian  tube)  from  the 
distal  end. 


before  attempting  to  pass  the  bougie,  the  latter  instead  of  engaging 
the  Eustachian  tube  may  pass  down  along  the  pharyngeal  wall 
(Fig.  22).  Whenever  this  occurs  the  catheter  immediately  rotates 
downward  away  from  its  position  in  the  tubal  opening. 

Dangers  of  the  Eustachian  Bougie. — As  before  stated,  great 
care  must  be  exercised  in  order  to  prevent  the  formation  of  false 
passages  or  abrasions  in  the  tubal  membrane.  If  inflation  is  prac- 
tised after  such  an  accident  there  is  danger  of  forcing  air  into  the 


Fig.  2C>. — Siege!  pneumatic  speculum. 


submucous  tissue,  and  this  evokes  alarming  emphysema.  Emphy- 
sema from  this  source  is  immediately  relieved  by  puncture  at  any 
convenient  point.  Tlie  distance  traversed  by  the  bougie  must  be 
carefully  gauged,  either  by  markings  or  by  previous  knowledge 
gained  by  comparing  the  propcirtionate  lengths  of  the  bougie  and 
catheter;  otherv/ise  the  bougie  might  be  forced  across  the  tympanum 
and  made  to  perforate  the  drum  membrane.  Bougies  should  be 
inspected  at  frequent  intervals  and  discarded  upon  the  slightest 
evidence  of  weakness  at  any  point,  in  order  to  prevent  accidental 
breaking  of  a  small  segment  while  within  the  lumen  of  the  tube. 
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Siegel  Pneumatic  Speculum. — In  order  to  ascertain  the  mobility 
of  the  drum  membrane  and  ossicles  a  suction  or  pneumatic  specu- 
lum is  employed.  Two  well-known  varieties  are  in  general  use,  the 
Siegel  and  the  Delstanche. 

The  Siegel  speculum  is  a  modification  of  the  usual  aural 
speculum,  so  constructed  that  when  snugly  inserted  (Fig.  26)  intc 
the  aural  meatus  its  interior  is  rendered  air-tight  by  means  of  an 
oblique  glass  window  covering  the  distal  end,  through  which  the 
movements  of  the  drum  may  be  observed.  The  speculum  is  fitted 
with  a  compressible  rubber  "bulb  attachment  which  enables  the 
surgeon  to  exhaust  or  compress  the  column  of  air  in  the  external 
auditory  canal.  A  lens  is  sometimes  provided  which  serves  to 
magnify  the  drum  and  its  landmarks,  and  gives  a  clearer  view  of 
its  mobility.  By  compressing  and  relaxing  the  bulb,  the  long 
process  of  the  malleus  and  the  drum  are  forced  fully  inward  and 
outward  unless  they  are  bound  down  by  adhesions. 

The  functional  tests  of  hearing  are  fully  described  In  Chapter 
IV.  For  a  description  of  translumination  and  radiography  of  the 
nasal  accessory  sinuses  the  reader  is  referred  to  Chapters  XXXVII 
and  XXXVni. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

THE  PHYSIOLOGY  OF  HEARING. 

To  better  understand  the  physics  of  sound  production,  trans- 
mission and  perception,  we  will  briefly  allude  to  some  of  the  most 
authentic  laws  relating  thereto.  Sound  is  a  physiological  phe- 
nomenon or  sensation,  induced  in  the  mechanism  of  hearing  by  the 
vibratory  motion  of  matter.  Any  elastic  medium  is  capable  of  con- 
ducting sound  vibrations,  and  their  intensity  varies  inversely  as  the 
square  of  the  distance  from  the  ear,  not  depending  on  the  density 
of  the  air  in  which  the  sound  is  heard,  but  on  that  in  which  it  is 
generated.  The  intensity  is  directly  proportional  to  the  square  of 
the  maximum  velocity,  and  also  to  tlie  square  of  the  amplitude  of 
vibration. 

The  intensity  of  sound  does  not  weaken  according  to  the  law 
of  inverse  squares  provided  the  sound  is  confined  in  tubes,  inasmuch 
as  the  walls  of  the  tubes  prevent  loss  by  diffusion. 

The  velocity  of  sound  depends  on  the  elasticity,  density,  and 
somewhat  on  the  molecular  structure  of  tlie  medium  through  which 
it  is  transmitted,  and  it  is  directly  proportionate  to  the  square  root 
of  the  elasticity  of  the  air,  and  inversely  proportionate  to  the  square 
root  of  the  density  of  the  air;  hence,  velocity  is  not  affected  by 
changes  in  density  if  the  temperature  remains  the  same,  as  the 
elasticity  and  density  vary  in  tlie  same  proportion  but  act  differ- 
ently. The  velocity  of  sound  in  water  is  four  times  its  velocity  in 
air,  in  iron  nineteen  times,  and  in  pine  wood  ten  times,  because  the 
elasticity  of  these  media  is  vastly  greater  in  relation  to  their  density 
than  is  the  elasticity  of  air  in  relation  to  its  density.  The  disturb- 
ance of  bodies  by  any  form  of  impact  or  friction  produces  vibration 
in  the  molecules  of  such  bodies;  this  results  in  sound.  Variations 
in  the  quality  or  pitch  of  sound  depends  upon  the  regularity  and 
rapidity  of  the  vibrations.  If  sonorous  vibrations  are  rapid  and 
occur  at  regular  intervals,  they  are  perceived  by  the  normal  ear  as 
musical  sounds.  It  has  been  proven  by  experiment  that  less  than 
16  double  vibrations  per  second  are  received  individually.  The 
rapidity  of  the  vibrations  in  order  to  procure  musical  sounds  must 
be  between  16  D.V.  and  32,500  T>.\'.  per  second.  When  the  vibra- 
tions are  irregularly  repeated,  or  are  below  16  double  vibrations 
Eer  second,  the  resultant  sound  is  perceived  by  the  ear  as  a  noise, 
►epending  upon  the  rate  of  vibration,  t!ie  note  is  of  low  or  high 
pitch,  until  the  vibrations  follow  each  other  too  rapidly  for  the  car 
to  perceive  them. 

The  limits  of  sound  perception  are  called  the  tone  limits  of  the 
ear,  and  range  from  about  16  double  vibrations  per  second  to  about 
35,500  double  vibrations  per  second.  These  figures  are  only  ap- 
proximate, as  many  ears  can  distinguish  sounds  below  and  above 
the  figures  given. 
(24) 
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The  sound  conducting  or  trotismittiug  af'/^aratus  is  that  portion 
of  llie  hearing  organ  Jroin  iKe  conclia  tu  tlii;  tabyrintli. 

The  peivcpiivc  or  analytic  portion  of  tlic  <trgan  of  hearing 
consists  of  tiiar  part  of  the  gar  extending  frum  the  labyrinth  to  the 
brain,  and  jncUides  the  labyrintJi.  Corti's  organ,  auditory  nerve, 
and  llic  dislribnlion  of  the  auditory  iier%'e  ril)rcs  to  their  respective 
brain  centres.  It  may  be  remarked  In  passing^  thai  the  peri-  and 
endo-  lymph  circulating  in  the  labyrinth  belong  to  b'jtli  parts  of  the 
hearing  apparatus,  since  these  Huids  act  as  agents  which  assist  both 
in  conduciing  and  in  receiving  wave  impulses. 

Individual  sounds  or  musical  notes,  as  ordinarily  produced,  arc 
almost  invariably  accompanied  by  ovfrtmies  uf  higher  pitch  which 
modify  the  timbre  of  the  lundamcntal  note.  Harmonics  (over- 
tones^  are  more  noticeable  in  the  lower  portions  of  the  musical 
scale,  and  this  should  be  remembered  as  a  fact  of  considerable 
import  in  connection  with  the  fimctioiul  examination  of  the  ear. 

We  record  tlie  various  rates  of  vibration  as  follows:  (C^*,  C"', 
C.  Ci,  C2.  Cs.  <Si,  etc.).  This  means  that  C*.  having  32  double 
vibrations  (D.V.)  per  second,  is  one  octave  betovv  C',  having  64 
DA',  per  second,  and  this  in  turn  is  an  iictavc  below  C,  which  has 
128  D.V.  per  second.  Whenever  two  notes  are  an  octave  apart  they 
differ  in  their  rates  of  vibration  in  the  proportion  of  two  to  one. 
Any  one  or  all  jjortrons  of  the  conducting  apparatus  may  become 
disea:sed,  and  it  is  the  puq)osc  of  the  hearing  tests  to  dilTfieiitiale, 
localize  and  diagnosticate  the  iialiirc  and  degree  of  the  lesion. 

To  illustrate:  A  sound  wave,  striking  the  cnnrha.  collected 
and  retlectcd  by  its  folds,  travels  thrc.ugli  the  column  of  air  in  the 
external  auditory  canal  atid  impinges  upon  tiie  memlirana  tynipani. 
Tiii»  start*  a  molecular  movement  in  the  ossicles,  which,  in  their 
turn,  transmit  this  impulse  to  the  LMidnlymph,  compressing  and  then 
rarifying  it.  sensations  which  are  perceptible  at  various  parts  of 
Corti's  organ  and  interpreted  in  the  remainder  of  the  perceptive 
apparatu.^.  The  impulse  thus  received  is  carrie<l.  as  every  impulse 
received  by  a  specific  nerve  is  carried,  lo  its  proper  receptive  and 
analytical  centre  in  the  brain,  and  is  there  recognized  as  a  given 
sound.  In  order  that  this  physiological  function  shall  be  properly 
carried  out  it  is  necessary  that  the  ear  in  all  its  parts  be  normal. 


THE  SOUND-CONDUCTING  APPARATUS. 

The  Auricle  (Pinna). — The  functional  value  of  the  auricle  is 
that  of  a  c<-'llccnng  appendage — to  collect  the  sound  waves — and 
while  its  value  as  such  is  not  very  great,  it  undoubtedly  exercises 
considerable  influence  in  directing  the  '^ound  waves  toward  the 
ineains.  This  ptruliarity  is  more  marked  in  anintals  than  in  man. 
Of  ihe  different  depressions  in  the  pinna  thaf  of  the  concha  has 
been  proven  to  have  the  most  important  bearing  upon  the  act  of 
hearing. 

The  acutcness  of  hearing  is  slightly  influenced  by  the  angle  at 
tich  th?  auricle  is  attached  19  the  head,  but  the  directtua  (rQUi 


26  GENERAL  CONSI DERATIONS. 

whence  a  sound  emanates  cannot  be  accurately  determined  except 
by  binaural  hearing.  The  tragus  acts  as  a  reflector  for  the  sound 
colleilted  and  reflected  from  the  concha,  and  from  it  the  sound 
caroms  into  the  external  auditory  meatus.  The  muscles  attached 
to  the  human  pinna  have  practically  no  influence  in  aiding  in  the 
collection  of  sound  waves. 

The  External  Auditory  Canal. — The  external  auditory  canal 
conveys  the  sound  waves  to  the  tympanic  membrane.  Owing  to 
the  exaggerated  concavity  of  the  posterior  end  of  the  cartilaginous 
meatus  and  that  of  the  anterior-inferior  portion  of  the  osseous  canal, 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  sound  waves  are  deflected  from  their 
course,  and  thus  do  not  directly  strike  the  surface  of  the  drum 
membrane. 

Experiments  show  that  the  width  of  the  auditory  meatus  has 
but  slight  effect  on  sound  perception.  The  external  auditory  canal, 
like  all  tubes,  has  an  intrinsic  note  of  its  own,  but  unless  the  canal 
is  filled  with  fluid,  or  its  membranes  have  become  much  thickened, 
this  intrinsic  note  is  difficult  of  demonstration,  for  it  lies  far  above 
the  range  of  the  speaking  voice. 

The  Membrane  Tympani. — Tlie  drum  membrane  has  two  func- 
tions. It  not  only  protects  the  middle  ear  from  atmospheric, 
mechanical  influences  and  bacterial  invasion ;  but  it  also  acts  as  a 
drumhead  to  receive  and  transmit  sound  waves  to  the  ossicular 
chain.  Being  only  slightly  elastic,  it  is  stiff  enough  to  lessen  the 
effect  of  after-vibrations.  Its  large  size  in  proportion  to  that  of  the 
stapes  footplate  is  a  mechanical  advantage  for  increased  power 
transmission. 

Like  the  auditory  canal,  its  intrinsic  note  exerts  an  unappre- 
ciable  influence  upon  the  sense  of  hearing,  and  the  drum  therefore 
can  receive  and  transmit  simultaneously  tones  varying  in  intensity, 
in  pitch  and  in  velocity.  A  similar  principle  is  observed  in  the 
artificially  constructed  diaphragms  such  as  are  used  in  the  Edison 
and  Victor  phonographs;  the  most  complicated  combinations  of 
sound  are  simultaneously  transmitted. 

According  to  Helmholtz,  the  funnel  shape  of  the  drum  increases 
its  power  of  resonance  and  mechanically  augments  the  force  trans- 
mitted to  the  malleus.  Mach  and  Kessel  observed  that  the  greatest 
excursion  of  the  membrane  is  obtainable  in  its  posterior  segment. 

The  Ossicles. — The  vibrations  of  the  membrana  tympani 
induced  by  sound  waves  are  now  !)elieved  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
labyrinth,  chiefly  through  the  ossicular  chain,  although  to  some 
extent  they  reach  the  lal>yrinth  through  the  medium  of  the  air  con- 
tained in  the  tympanic  cavity  and  the  fenestra  rotunda. 

The  experiments  of  Politzer  give  considerable  weight  to  his 
contention  that  the  ossicles  vibrate  as  whole  bodies  with  extensive 
amplitudes,  by  the  action  of  the  sound  waves  upon  the  drum  mem- 
brane, and  that  proportionately  the  amount  of  vibrations  of  the 
ossicles  depends  largely  upon  the  mechanism  of  their  joints. 

By  further  experiments  the  same  author  demonstrated  that 
when  the  air  js  condensed  in  the  tympanic  cavity  a  considerable  out- 
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ward  excursion  oi  the  membrana  tympani  with  the  handle  of  the 
malleus  takes  place,  and  a  distinct  motion  of  the  articular  surfaces 
of  the  malleus  and  incus  U  visible,  uhjlc-  the  excursions  uf  the  long 
process  of  the  incus  are  trifling,  llelmholtz  emphasizes  the  impor- 
tance of  the  peculiar  mcchanibtn  of  the  malk-o-incudal  articulation, 
wherein  with  the  inward  excursion  of  the  malleus  its  cog  catches 
that  on  the  body  uf  the  incus,  forcing  the  latter  to  follow  in  turn. 
On  the  other  hand,  with  the  outward  excursi(jn  of  the  malleus  its 
cog  unhooks  itself  from  the  incus,  thus  albtwing  the  former  to  make 
a  wi<le  exairsion  outward ;  meanwhile  the  incus  and  siai>cs  move  only 
slightly.  This  principle  serves  as  a  protection  against  the  injurious 
influences  of  violent  concussions  upon  the  drum  membrane,  and  in 
like  manner  shields  the  labyrinth  from  excessive  intratympanic 
pressure  induced  by  violent  inflation  through  the  F.ustachiaii  tube. 
The  relative  ran^'e  of  nujtion  attributable  to  the  os«iclcs  is  roughly 
estimated  in  the  following  proportions;  Stapes  1,  incus  2.  malleus  4. 

Ovcr-vihralion  uf  Ihc  ossicular  chain  is  prevented,  in  large 
measure,  by  the  articular  ligaments  and  by  the  ligaments  and  tlie 
folds  of  mucous  membrane  which  connect  them  with  the  walls  of 
the  tympanum.  According  to  Kieman  and  llelmholtz.  these  liga- 
ments and  folds  and  the  ossicular  muscles  maintain  the  necessary 
tension  between  the  drum  and  the  ossicles  for  a  uniform  reception 
and  conductinn  of  the  various  sound  waves. 

Tympanic  Muscles. — The  mobility  of  the  ossicles  is  directly 
moditied  by  two  muscles  vvhicli  regulate  the  degree  of  tension 
between  the  ossicles,  drum  and  labyrintli.  The  tensor  tympani 
muscle,  innervated  through  a  branch  of  the  fifth  nerve,  is  attached 
to  the  manubrium,  and  on  contraction  draws  the  ossicles  inward 
and  upward,  tensifies  the  drum  membrane,  crowds  together  the 
ossicular  articular  surfaces,  forces  the  siape.*?  foutplalc  into  the 
oval  window  and  increases  the  intralabyrinthiiie  pressure. 

The  stapedius  muscle.  inru'r\au-d  ihrimgh  the  seventh  ner\'c, 
antagonizes  ihc  mechanism  dcMTibcd  aliove.  since  by  ils  traction 
the  drum  membrane  is  relaxed,  the  stapes  footplate  is  rotated  out 
of  the  oval  window,  ihe  incus  and  malleus  are  pushed  slightly 
outward  against  the  drum  membrane,  and  the  tension  in  the 
labyrinth  is  diminished.  Polit/er  maintains  that  the  chief  func- 
tion of  these  muscles  is  to  relieve  aherations  in  the  position  and 
tension  of  the  ossicular  chain,  and  to  protect  the  labyrinth  from 
sudden  condensations  or  rariiicalions  uf  the  air  in  the  middle  car 
or  external  auditory  meatus:  hence,  they  regulate  the  degree  of 
tension  of  the  iicarin-^,'  apparatus. 

The  Euitachtan  Tube. — The  Eustachian  tube  is  chiefly  con- 
cerned in  the  two  important  functions  of  (1)  ventilation  and  con- 
den.<:atinn  of  atmospheric  pressure,  and  (2)  drainage  of  the  middle- 
car  cavities. 

.•\  consideration  of  the  action  of  the  muscles  attached  to  the 
pharj'ngea!  end  of  the  I^ustachian  tube  is  important,  for  the  normal 
pneumatic  balance  in  the  middle  ear  is  dependent  on  their  efficacy 
as  openers  of  the  Eustachian  tube.     Expcrmicnts  have  conclusively 
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proven  that  the  walls  of  the  Eustachian  tube  during  quiescence 
are  in  the  main  in  contact  throughout,  and  that  the  act  of  swallow- 
ing is  the  chief  agency  by  which  the  air  balance  of  the  middle  ear  is 
maintained.  The  tensor  palati  and  the  levator  palati  muscles,  both 
of  which  are  concerned  in  the  act  of  swallowing,  possess  the  further 
function  of  increasing  the  patency  of  the  Eustachian  tube  during 
contraction  as  a  result  of  their  area  of  attachment  to  its  fibrocarti- 
laginous orifice.  When  at  rest  the  cartilaginous  portion  of  the  tube 
becomes  permeable  as  a  result  of  even  a  slight  increase  in  air 
pressure. 

This  is  especially  true  if  the  intratympanic  pressure  is  raised, 
for  the  tube  permits  of  air  transit  toward  its  pharyngeal  mouth 
with  more  facility  than  in  the  opposite  direction  (Fowler). 

It  can  be  seen  readily  that  the  comljined  action  of  these 
muscles  greatly  increases  tlie  calibre  of  the  inner  end  of  the  tube, 
and  that  the  act  of  deglutition  brings  this  combined  action  into 
play  as  often  as  it  is  repeated,  so  that  under  normal  conditions  the 
air  balance  in  the  middle  ear  is  so  frequently  adjusted  that  the 
membrana  tympani  and  middle-ear  structures  are  not  disturbed 
from  their  normal  equilibrium. 

Considered  pathologically,  the  permeability  of  the  Eustachian 
tube  is  in  close  relation  to  the  liearing  function.  Inflammatory 
swelling  and  thickening  of  the  tubal  mucosa,  accumulations  of 
mucus  witliin  its  calibre,  tend  to  induce  rarification  of  the  air  con- 
tained in  the  tympanic  cavity  and  consequent  retraction  of  the  drum 
membrane,  tinnitus  and  hardness  of  hearing. 

A  partial  vacuum  may  also  occur  in  the  middle  ear  because 
of  nasal  obstruction,  inasmuch  as  with  this  condition  combined 
with  deglutition  the  tube  is  opened  and  the  air  in  the  nasopharynx 
becomes  rarified,  and  this  rarilication  necessarily  afTects  the  middle 
ear.  RarificatJon  of  the  air  in  the  middle  ear,  besides  causing  con- 
gestion and  exudation,  allows  the  atmospheric  pressure  in  the 
external  auditory  meatus  to  carry  tiic  drum  and  ossicles  inward, 
and  thus  the  stapes  crowds  against  the  oval  window. 

Fowler  has  shown,  by  a  series  of  interesting  experiments,  that 
the  normal  air  tension  in  the  middle  ear  is  slightly  above  atmos- 
pheric pressure,  especially  after  each  act  of  swallowing,  and  he  also 
claims  that  with  each  deglutition  there  is  a  tensification  of  the 
tensor  tympani  muscle  to  prevent  disturbances  in  sound  trans- 
mission and  possible  trauma  to  the  conducting  meclianjsm. 

Fowler's  Experiment. — At  first  sight  this  may  appear  to  be  a 
mndilication  of  X'alsalva's  or  Toynl)ec's  experiment,  but  as  its  per- 
formance is  different  from  cither  of  these  and  its  results  opposite 
to  the  latter,  it  would  appear  that  the  experiment  is  quite  distinct. 

\\'hile  the  nostrils  are  lightly  closed  by  pinching  them  together 
with  the  thumb  and  forefinger  as  near  their  free  borders  as  pos- 
sible, gently  increase  the  air  pressure  in  the  nose  and  nasopharynx 
by  attempting  to  expire  tlirough  the  nose,  and  without  letting  up 
on  this  pressure  execute  the  act  of  swallowing.  The  result  will  be 
the  inflation  of  both  middle  ears.     This  is  brought  about  by  the 
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opening  of  the  Kusiachian  tubes  during  llie  increased  nasopliaryn- 
gcal  air  pressure  due  lo  ilic  patient's  cffortji  and  to  ilic  ascent  of 
the  soft  palate. 

During  the  second  stage  ni  deglutition  a  negative  pressure  is 
avoided  because  the  primary  increase  in  pressure  and  the  bulging 
of  the  clastic  lateral  walls  of  the  nc»sc  supply  a  sufficitrnt  amount  of 
air  to  enable  the  descent  of  the  soft  paUtc  lu  occur  witliuul  creating 
a  vacuum  in  the  nasopharynx. 

This  method  is  of  value  because  it  accomplishes  the  inflation 
of  the  middle  ears  in  a  more  physiological  manner  than  any  method 
which  docs  not  necessitate  the  use  of  instruments.  In  selected 
cases  it  may  be  used  by  the  patient  for  regular  inflatinn.  Tf> 
remove  all  possibility  of  barm  Fowler  uses  a  small  rubber  balloon 
attached  to  a  nose  piece  ifia-  2~).  If  the  patient  closes  one  nostril 
and  inserts  the  nose  piece  tightly  into  the  other,  he  can  automati- 
cally inHate  his  ears  by  distending  the  bag  by  tilling  it  with  air 


Fig.  27, ^Fowler's   mid'!le-*nr   iriHatKin  .niJiiaratti-i. 

through  his  nose  and  then  swallowing  several  times,  or  until  the 
balloon  has  collapsed.  *J"he  balloons  are  made  of  different  tensile 
strengths  so  that  any  pressure  desired  may  be  brought  to  aet  on 
the  Eustachian  tubes  during  the  act  of  swallowing,  it  ic  a  peculiar 
property  of  Ihej^e  balloons  that  the  pressure  necessary  (^>r  their 
mflation  remains  almost  stationary  no  matter  how  fully  they  are 
inflated,  and  likewise  during  their  deflation  the  pressure  docs  not 
materially  change  until  the  balloon  is  on  the  point  of  collapse. 

SOUNDPERCEIVTNG  APPARATUS. 

A  study  of  the  pliysiolog)'  of  the  sound- perceiving  apparatus  or 
internal  ear  necessitates  a  division  uf  this  portion  of  Ilie  hearing 
spitaralus  into  that  of:  (a)  the  vestibule;  {h)  the  semicircular  canals; 
(c)  tlie  cochlea. 

The  inward  excursion  of  the  footplate  of  the  stapes  induced  by 
the  sound  waves  carriei;  a  like  impulse  to  the  labyrinthine  tluid. 
which  becomes  displaced  in  the  chrection  of  the  round  wintli)W. 
which  is  the  point  of  least  resistance,  and  according  to  Ilclniholtj; 
Ihc  meinbrana  basilaris  of  the  cochlea  is  forced  in  the  direction  of 
tlie  scala  vcsiibuli,  where  it  is  made  extremely  tense  pn  account  oE 
the  resistance  encountered  at  the  cochlear  apex. 

The  exact  function  of  the  various  structures  of  the  labyrinth 
is  not  yet  fully  known,  but  it  tnay  be  slated  as  the  general  opinion 
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of  physicists  that  the  vestibular  apparaiu.s  is  chiefly  instrumental  in 

conlrulling  bodily  equilibrium   (Fig.  28>. 

The  otoliths  arc  sup]>ortcd  in  the  me<lium  within  the  utricle 
ami  saccule,  upon  lielicale  hair-Hkc  projections,  and,  according  to 
Itreucr,  with  each  forward  movement  or  inclination  of  the  head  they 
tend  to  retain  tbcir  normal  position  and  thus  bend  the  hairs  which 
are  their  support,  thereby  inducing  the  specific  sensations  in  the 
brain  centres,  the  interpretation  of  which  give:;  to  the  individual  a 
rtinception  of  the  relation  of  the  head  to  the  line  of  gravity. 

The  Semicircular  Canals. — Contrary  to  the  belief  of  the  earlier 
writers  that  tlie  semicircular  canals  by  their  peculiar  arran^'cment 
enable  the  ear  to  locate  the  direction  of  found  waves,  it  is  now 
known  that  they  have  no  influence  relating  to  the  perception  of 
sound.  On  the  other  hand  they  constitute  the  organ  of  co-ordi- 
nation of  the  movements  of  the  bodv.     The  tests  of  Baranv  and 
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Pig.  28.— Shuvrintc  thick  raembratu  basilaris  near  the 
low«r  eod  of  the  basal  coil.  (From  Khambaugb'scollcctiun. 
With  permissioQ.) 

Others,  hereinafter  described  (sec  Chapter  XXIII),  explain  more 
fully  the  function  of  the  semicircular  canals. 

Cochlea. — Corti's  cells  (ciliated),  about  2000  in  number,  arc 
generally  believed  to  constitute  the  terminal  apparatus  of  the 
acoustic  nerve.  The  cochlea,  therefore,  constitutes  the  organ  for 
the  reception  and  differentiation  of  sound  waves,  which  are  in  turn 
ctrtiveyeil  through  llic  amlitory  nerve  trunk  to  the  cortical  centre 
of  hearing.  Many  investigator*:  believe  the  latter  to  be  situated  in 
the  posterior  two-thirds  of  the  first  and  second  temporal  convolu- 
tions, Upon  reaching  the  acoustic  centres  the  waves  are  inter- 
preted as  sound. 

Helmholtr's  theory  of  sound  analysis  assumes  that  the  basilar 
membrane  of  the  cochlea  contains  a  considerable  number  of  sound- 
ing board.s  or  resonators  which  are  attuned  to  certain  tones.  These 
resonators  are  set  into  action  by  the  aqua  cotunnii,  and  the  vibra- 
tions thus  produced  arc  transmitted  to  the  hrain  as  impressions  of 
sound  by  the  nerve  fibres  corresponding  to  these  sounding  boards. 

Shambaugh.  whose  researches  in  the  anatomy  of  the  labyrinth 
of  the  ear  have  given  him  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  details 
of  the  complicated  structure  to  be  found  in  the  inner  ear,  has  formu- 
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the    folluwint;   conclusions    rcij'anlinij    the    pUysiuIogy    of    Uic 
cochlea : — 

1.  The  end  organ  in  the  cochlea,  the  so-called  organ  of  Corti, 
is  the  mechanism  whereby  the  ph^'sical  impulses  of  sound  waves 
are  transformed  into  the  nerve  imjiulses  which  result  in  tone 
perception. 

2.  The  particular  structure  of  the  organ  of  Corti  in  which  this 
transfcirmatiun  from  a  physical  to  a  nerve  impulse  is  accomplished 
is  the  hair  cell. 

3.  The  stimulation  of  these  hair  cells  is  brought  about  by  an 
interaction  l>irtu-i-cn  the  projecting  hairs  and  the  overhanging  mem- 
brana  tectoria. 
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Pig.  2&.—Mt,  Membrana  tectorlA  hbont  on«-ha1f  tnm 
{mm  the  lower  end  uf  ttie  bAsal  cuil.  (Froiii  Sliaiubaugh's 
Collection.    With  permlsitloQ.J 


4.  While  Hclmholtz,  and  those  who  have  followed  him, 
advocate  the  hypothesis  that  the  membrana  basilaris  (Fig.  28)  is 
thrown  into  vibrations  by  the  impulses  of  sound  waves  passing 
through  the  fluids  in  the  labyrinth,  in  this  way  carrj'ing  the  hair 
cells  up  against  the  under  surface  cjf  the  membrana  tectoria  (Fig. 
29)  and  resulting  in  their  stimulation,  .Sliambaugh  concludes 
that  the  membrana  tectoria  is  the  active  agent  which,  by  respond- 
ing to  the  impulses  in  the  endolymph,  vibrates  aud  tlius  brings 
about  the  stimulation  of  the  underlying  hair  cells. 

His  reasons  for  placing  the  active  agent  in  the  membrana 
tectoria  rather  than  the  membrana  basilaris  arc  stated  as  follows: 
In  the  first  place,  the  three  end  organs  found  in  the  labyrinth  of 
the  ear,  the  macula  acustica  in  tlie  vestibule,  the  crista  acustica  in 
the  semicircular  canals,  and  ihe  organ  of  Corti  in  ihe  cochlea,  alt 
have  a  common  origin  in  the  primitive  otic  vesicle,  They  arc  all 
three  constructed  on  exactlv  the  same  fundanient.il  plan,  consisting 
of  hair-hearing  cells  and  a  superimposed  epithelial  structure.    This 


32 


GEN'ER.\L  COXSIDERiVTIONS. 


overhanging  epithelial  structure  in  the  macula  arustica  is  the 
otolith  mcmhranu,  in  the  crista  arustica  it  is  the  cupn1:i.  while  in 
the  organ  of  Corti  it  is  the  mcmbrana  icctctria.  Since  the  slimula- 
tiun  oi  the  hair  cells  in  the  macula  acustica,  a.i.  well  as  in  the 
crista  acustica.  is  brought  about  bv  a  movement  of  the  sitper- 
iniposctl  epithelial  structure,  ilic  titoliili  membrane  and  the  cupula 
respectively,  it  is  rational  to  conclude  that  the  stimulation  of  the 
hair  cells  in  the  organ  of  Corti  is  aUo  brought  a)>out  by  the  move- 
ments in  its  supcriinp'tscd  epithelial  structure,  namely,  the  mem- 
brana  tectnria.  In  the  second  place,  he  has  found  that  the  meni- 
brana  basilaris  is  incapable  of  ])crforming  ilie  role  of  a  vibrating 
structure,  ailrihutrd  to  it  by  Helmlutllz  and  tliosc  who  have  fol- 
lowed him,  for  the  following  anatomical  reasons:    The  membrana 
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Pig.  30.— ;V,  mombraiui  tectoria  near  the  apex  of  tb«  cochlen,    S/f,  Etretlon 
of  Henson.    (Prom  Sbamtua£h'&  collection.    With  p«rmksion.) 

basilaris  disappears  as  a  possible  vibrating  structure  near  the  lower 
end  of  the  basal  cuil  at  a  point  where  the  organ  of  Corli  is  still 
found,  'lite  radiating  librcs  of  the  mem]>rana  basil^ris  toward  the 
lower  end  of  the  basal  coil,  where  they  are  becoming  shorter  instead 
of  becoming  thinner,  as  they  should  do  in  order  to  fuHill  the  physi- 
cal requirements  «if  string  resonators,  in  reality  are  found  to  become 
thicker  as  the  end  of  the  coil  is  approached.  Again,  a  fundamental 
principle  in  the  llelniholtz  theory  is  that  each  radiating  hhre  of  the 
basilar  membrane  must  always  respond  to  the  same  lone.  This  is 
rendered  impossible  because  of  a  blood-vessel  attached  to  its  under 
surface,  the  dilation  and  contraction  of  wliich  must  cause  the  several 
radiating  fibres  to  respond  at  different  limes  to  tones  of  tlitTerent 
pilch.  Fur  these  fundamental  anatomical  reasons  Shambaugh 
concludes  that  the  membrana  tcctoria  is  not  only  the  logical  slmc- 
turc  for  responding  to  sound  impulses  in  the  cndolympb.  but  that  it 
is  anatomically  impossible  for  the  mcmbrana  basilaris  lo  fill  this 
r6Ie. 

5.  The  response  which  the  membrana  tectoria  gives  to  th« 
impulses  of  the  various  tones  must  he  such  as  to  account  for  Utt 
following  phenomena  connected  with  tone  percei>tion: — 
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(o)  The  phenomenon  of  tone  analysis,  the  faculty  which  the 
car  possesses  of  analyzing  into  its  component  parts  complex  tone 
impulses. 

(ft)  The  so-called  secondary  phenomena  of  tone  perception,  i.e., 
beats,  summation  tones,  difference  tones,  etc. 

(f)  The  occurrence  of  certain  pathological  phenomena,  espe- 
cially the  phenomena  of  tone  islands  and  of  defects  in  the  midst  of 
the  tone  scale. 

6.  The  only  possible  action  of  the  membrana  tectoria  in 
responding  to  the  impulses  from  the  various  tones,  that  will 
account  plausibly  for  the  above  phenomena,  is  that  it  responds  in 
different  parts  of  the  cochlea  (Fig.  30)  to  tones  of  different  pitch, 
at  the  apex  for  the  low  tones,  toward  the  base  of  the  cochlea  for 
the  tones  higher  in  the  scale.  Such  a  response  would  be  in  the 
nature  of  physical  resonance. 


CHAPTER  IV. 
FUN'CTIOXAL  EXAMINATION. 


THE  TESTS  FOR  HEARING. 

Functional  examination,  by  which  is  meant  the  application 
of  the  approved  methods  for  testing  the  hearing,  is  a  procedure  of 
importance  in  determining  the  degree  uf  impairment  or  perversion 
vi  hearing.  The  value  of  tliese  tests  in  the  realm  of  diagnosis 
is  to  determine  the  location  of  pathological  changes,  and  to  record 
the  progress  of  treatment.  When  other  methods  of  examination 
give  negative  diagnostic  results,  the  functional  tests  usually  deter- 
mine wliether  the  cause  of  the  disturbance  of  hearing  has  its  seat 
in  the  sound-conducting  or  in  the  soun<l-rcceiving  apparatus. 

Diminished  auditory  function  due  to  disease  of  the  sound-con- 
ducting mechanism  is  indicated  by  a  diminution  or  loss  of  aerial 
conduction,  together  with  cither  normal  or  accentuated  bone  con- 
duction. On  the  other  hand,  diniinislied  function  of  the  sound- 
receiving  mechanism  will  lie  indicated  by  partial  or  complete  loss 
of  bone  conduction  and  of  aerial  conduction  as  well.  Unilateral 
deafness,  when  due  to  disease  of  the  conducting  apparatus,  will 
show  either  ufumal  or  increased  bone  conduction,  with  partial  or 
total  loss  of  aerial  conduction  upon  the  diseased  side.  A  descrip- 
tion of  the  various  tests  will  serve  to  elucidate  these  statements. 

Impairment  of  the  conducting  apparatus  is  characterized  by 
the  loss  of  pnwer  to  hear  the  lower  tones  of  the  musical  scale. 
Impairment  of  the  receiving  apparatus  is  cliaracterized  by  loss  of 
power  to  liear  tiie  higher  tones  ni  the  scale. 

The  tests  are  conducted  (1)  to  determine  the  degree  of  per- 
ception of  sound  waves  carried  to  the  membrana  tympani 
(aerial  conduction)  ;  (2)  to  determine  the  degree  of  |)erception  of 
sound  waves  transmitted  to  the  auditory  apparatus  through  the 
cranial  bones  (bone  conduction)  ;  (3)  to  enable  the  examiner  by  a 
process  of  comparisons  to  localize  the  lesion  and  to  record  the 
degree  of  impairment  of  the  hearing  function. 

The  Watch  Test. — Watches  differ  widely  in  the  pitch  and 
intensity  of  their  tones,  hence  they  are  inaccurate  in  results  and 
therefore  unsuitai>le  as  a  routine  method  of  testing  the  hearing 
function.  A\'hen  no  other  means  of  testing  is  at  hand  the  watch 
test  should  he  employed  and  the  results  recorded.  The  record  is 
made  as  follows:  The  distance  in  inches  which  the  watch  in  use 
is  heard  bv  the  normal  ear  is  recorded  as  the  denominator,  and  the 
distance  heard  bv  the  impaired  ear  as  tlie  numerator.  If  the  norma! 
distance  should  be  40  inches  and  the  patient's  hearing  distance  only 
20  inclies.  tlic  record  for  the  watch  would  be  -%(t.  ,     .  ^^ 

The  Voice  Test. — The  chief  value  of  the  voice  test  is  ttt^HLle 
the  examiner  to  determine  the  hearing  function  for  converfl|«ipn. 
(34) 
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In  thU  connection  it  may  be  stated  that  under  normal  conditions 
all  individuals  posses*  hearing  power  far  in  excess  of  the  require- 
ments for  ordinary  conversation;  hence,  the  diminution  of  the 
hearing  distance  may  he  considerable  and  i^titl  in  no  wise  alTect  tlie 
individual's  conversational  rapacity.  It  is  commonly  observed  that 
the  lirst  sign  of  jfrathially  appruaching;  deafness  is  the  difficulty  of 
comprchcndin(^'  the  language  o(  public  speakers,  or  to  hear  general 
conversation  carried  on  hy  a  company  of  individuals.  In  this  con- 
nection it  may  be  noted  that  the  vowels  are  heard  more  distinctly 
than  the  consonants,  and  that  the  pitch,  timbre,  quality  and  carrying 
power  of  individual  voices  vary  widely. 

The  investigations  of  >\'olf  show  tiiat  the  human  speech  pos- 
sesses a  compass  of  about  eight  octaves. 

The  voice  test  should  l)e  conducted  in  the  following  manner: 
The  patient  should  be  placed  at  one  end  of  the  room.  The 
examiner,  takin-fj  hi^^  place  at  the  opposite  end.  conducts  the  test. 
It  is  recommended  tliat  the  whispered  voice  should  lie  employed  in 
nil  cases  except  severe  forms  of  deafness  for  the  reason  that,  as 
stated  by  Wolf,  this  test  is  more  certain  inasmuch  as  ordinarily 
the  volume  of  tone  is  thus  diminished  by  the  speaker,  and  the 
waves  of  sound  reach  the  ear  with  much  less  intensity  than  in  loud 
speech.  The  patient  is  instructed  to  block  off  the  canal  of  the  opp<»- 
Site  ear  by  pres-^iiiji  the  moistened  tinp;er  tightly  into  the  external 
meatus.  He  is  fnriher  instructed  to  repeat  what  he  hears  and  lo 
avoid  visual  observation  of  the  examiner. 

It  is  further  recommended  that  the  examiner  establish  a  definite 
system  of  numerals  rather  than  elaborate  combinations  of  vowels 
and  consonants,  with  sufficient  variations  lo  avoid  frequent  repeti- 
tion, For  instance — the  examiner  at  the  end  of  inspiration  may 
whisper  the  nnml>er  .SS,  44,  or  R8,  gradnnlly  approaching  the  patient 
and  repeating  llic  numbers  until  the  patient  hears  and  repeals  them. 
The  distance  in  feet  heard  by  the  patient  is  then  n)arke<l  in  tlie 
proper  rnlnmn  in  the  cxaminalinn  chart  {Fig.  9).  In  like  manner 
the  opposite  ear  is  then  examined,  using  a  different  set  of  numerals. 

The  Acoumcter. — A  more  accurate  and  reliable  method  of  test- 
ing the  hearing  is  found  in  using  the  I'ulit/.cr  acnumcter  (Pig.  31), 
which,  when  properly  constructed,  produces  a  fixed  tone  of  equal 
pilch  and  amplitude,  fnfnrinnately  the  instrument  makers  do  not 
always  construct  llicsc  instruments  according  to  the  rules  laid 
down  by  Pulitzer,  namely,  that  all  the  parts  of  every  instrument 
should  be  exactly  alike  and  all  give  a  similar  note  in  pitch  and 
amplitude. 

The  acnumeter  is  heard  normally  at  about  forty-five  feet.  If 
a  patient  under  examination  should  fie  able  to  hear  it  only  six  feet, 
the  record  should  read  fhearing  for  acmimctcr  equals  %t^.  If  the 
acoumcter  is  not  heard  at  all  aerially,  hut  is  heard  on  contact,  the 
record  for  the  mmieratnr  sliouM  be  contact  +  C. 

The  tone  of  a  properly  constructed  acoumcter  should  corre- 
spond to  C*.  and  can  be  compared  to  a  watch  with  an  extremely 
loud  tick.    This  tone  is  mechanically  adjusted  by  drilling  out  the 
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cylinder.  In  cases  wherein  the  acoumeter  is  not  heard  by  aerial 
conduction  the  round  metal  plate  may  be  attached  thereto  and 
placed  in  close  contact  with  the  tissues  nearby  the  external  ear, 
when  the  tone  may  be  perceived.  It  is  important  that  the  patient's 
head  should  be  so  turned  that  the  sound  waves  will  pass  in  a  direct 
line  from  the  acoumeter  along  the  external  auditory  canal.  After 
some  experience  on  the  part  of  the  examiner  he  becomes  able  to 
measure  the  distance  heard  by  the  acoumeter  with  sufficient  accu- 
racy, but  a  more  exact  system  is  tliat  wlierein  the  space  usually 
employed  for  hearing  tests  is  measured  off  upon  the  floor  or  wall. 

The  ears  should  be  examined  separately,  and  the  opposite 
meatus  tightly  shut  off  witli  tlie  moistened  finger  during  each 
examination.  The  test  is  more  accurate  when  the  instrument  click 
is  commenced  at  a  distance  beyond  tlie  range  of  hearing  and 
gradually  moved  toward  the  ear  until  heard.     In  some  instances 


Fig.  31. — Politzer's  acoumeter. 

it  is  necessary  to  cover  tlie  eye  of  the  patient  during  this  procedure 
in  order  to  eliminate  tlie  element  of  imagination. 

The  perceptiun  nf  sound  varies  greatly  in  the  same  subject, 
depending  upon  atmospheric  conditions,  tiie  state  of  the  mucosa  of 
the  upper  respiratory  tract,  and  the  variations  in  the  physical  and 
psychical  condition  of  the  individual.  The  hearing  distance  is  also 
materially  influenced  by  extraneous  noises  of  all  kinds.  These 
variations  are  often  noted  ujjon  examinations  at  different  periods 
of  the  same  day.  Ilczold  and  Toiitzer  noticed  that  when  there  is 
an  increase  in  hearing  distance  for  the  acoumeter  there  would 
probably  be  a  corresponding  increase  in  ])erception  for  speech,  but 
this  is  not  always  true  for  the  watch  test. 

It  is  commonly  ol)scrvcd  that  a  marked  difference  exists  be- 
tween the  perception  of  speech  and  that  of  various  musical  or 
clicking  sounds.  Hence  many  individuals  who  exhibit  marked  defects 
in  the  perception  of  noises  other  than  tlie  human  voice  are  able  to 
conver-ie,  even  after  marked  dimness  of  perception  for  other  noises 
has  become  apparent.  Unfortunately,  the  converse  is  also  true.  To 
accurately  determine  the  condition  of  tlie  auditory  function  repeated 
tests  must  be  made,  uniform  results  being  necessary  for  definite  and 
reliable  conclusions. 

The  Tuning-fork  Test. — The  tuning  fork  possesses  a  special 
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diagnostic  value  in  ilial  by  means  of  it  and  by  comparison  of  the 
conducting  power  of  the  cranial  bones  wiih  that  through  the  air, 
the  examiner  is  enabled  to  dilTcrcntiatc  middle  ear  frum  labyrin- 
iliiiic  affeciiijus.  The  power  of  perception  of  ilie  liunian  ear  under 
normal  condition?  ranges  from  16  to  48.000  double  vibrations  per 
second.  These  may  be  recorded  as  the  extreme  limits,  inasmuch 
as  Howell^  claims  that  the  majority  of  adults  are  unable  to  perceive 
vibraiions  below  24  or  iibove  16,000  per  second.  The  hearing  func- 
tion may  becimie  defective  either  in  the  lower  tones,  or.  per 
contra,  the  higher,  i>r.  for  that  matter,  in  isolated  sections  of  the 
scale.  Hence  it  becomes  important  to  record  in  each  iristance  that 
portion  ni  the  mimical  scale  which  has  become  impaired  or  defective 
as  a  result  '<f  disrasie. 

While  many  autiioriiies  consider  it  inftjortant   for  diagnostic 
purposes  lu  empluy  a  complete  octave  series  of  tuning  forks  in 


Fig.  32. — Set  of  Hartman's  timing  forki. 


order  to  secure  absohitc  accuracy,  a  series  of  rive  forks  constructed 

by  Hartniann  (Fig.  32)  is  sullicicnt,  in  the  majority  of  cases, 
to  make  a  fairly  accurate  diaj^nusis.  fJezold  recomniend.s  a  ccm- 
linucms  ran^^c  (if  forks  ctmstructcd  by  Kdelinanti.  comprising  10 
tuning  forks.  2  pipes  and  the  Galton  whistle  (I'ig.  H),  the  fork.-* 
being  equipped  with  movable  clamps  for  varj-ing  the  range  of  tone». 
l-'or  ordinary  dia^noslic  purposes  in  testing  the  perception  for  the 
middle,  the  Imvcr.  and  the  upper  toncK,  at  least  three  tuning  forks. 
C,  C-  and  C*  should  be  employed  in  each  indivt<lua!  case.  Whcn- 
e*'er  the  upper  tone  limit  i&  above  the  C*  fork  of  the  Hartniann  set 
(be  Gallon  whi'^tle  may  be  substituted. 

The  tuning  fork  C' — 512  vibrations  per  second,  corresponding 
to  the  midille  C  of  the  scale — is  the  one  heard  longest  by 
the  ear.  .'\  difficulty  in  the  use  of  the  fork  test  is  to  maintain 
a  standard  force  to  produce  the  vibrations,  inasmuch  as  the 
intcnsitv  and  amplitude  depend  upon  this  force.  Tn  order  to 
accomplish  this.  I-ucac  constructed  a  fork  with  a  hammer  attach- 
ment. The  I-ucae  fork  is  so  arranged  that  by  a  mechanical  device 
the    hammer   strikes   the   fork   through    the   agency   of   a   spring, 


1  American  Text-book  of  Physiology,  1896, 
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thus  causing  a  uniform  striking  force  and  consequently  a  uniform 
series  ot  vibrations.  The  cnipluymcTit  oi  such  a  fork  ^ivcs  a 
standard  l)y  which  comparative  results  arc  obtained.  The  practical 
and  vaUiablc  applicaiions  of  the  tuning-fork  tests  for  diagnostic 
purposes  are  found  in  the  following-  tests: — 

(a)  The  Schwubach  Test. — Schwabach  observed  thai  when  the 
sonnd-coiuhicting  apparalns  lieconies  inifmired  as  a  rcsuh  of  disease 
or  obstruction  of  ihc  external  or  middle  ear.  ihe  vibrating  tuning 
fork  is  heard  willi  a  diminished  inlcnsily  and  for  a  shorter  period 
of  lime,  aerially,  and  with  an  increased  intensity  and  for  a  longer 
periini  of  time,  by  bone  condnction.  He  further  observed  that  both 
aerial  and  bone  conductions  of  sound  arc  diminished  in  diseased  con- 
ditions of  the  auditory, nerve.  The  Schwabach  test  is  based  on  these 
ol)servaiii>ns. 

In  conducting  the  Schwabach  test  a  comparison  of  tlic  percep- 
tion of  tone  by  aerial  and  by  bone  conduction  is  made  in  the  dis- 


I'ig.  33. — GbUod  whistle. 


eased  car,  and  the  results  thus  obtained  are  compared  in  turn  with 
results  from  similar  tests  in  the  normal  car. 

By  reference  to  the  author's  history  chart  (Fig.  9)  it  will  be 
observed  that  a  space  is  arranged  for  recording  the  length  of  time, 
in  seconds,  whicli  the  f-^irk  is  heard  by  both  aerial  and  by  bone  con- 
duction f<»r  the  five  fnrk^  of  the  Hartniann  scries.  The  numerator 
represcni<s  the  aerial  conduction,  and  the  denominator  that  of  the 
bone  conduction.  For  purposes  of  comparisnn  the  figures  which 
represent  the  normal  lime  perception  for  each  fork  in  seconds  have 
been  given  with  fair  accuracy,  these  figures  having  been  obtained 
as  the  average  result  of  the  examination  of  100  I'nited  States 
soldiers.     (Nichols.) 

The  lest  for  bone  conduction  should  be  made  by  placing  the 
handle  of  the  vibrating  fork  directly  over  the  mastoid  antrum.  A 
less  reliable  nicth'.Kl  of  determining  the  duration  of  perception  of 
tone  is  by  comparing  the  lime  of  perception  uf  tht-  patient  with  that 
of  the  examiner.  Marked  shortening  of  the  duration  of  tone  percep- 
tion by  bone  conduction  indicates  disease  of  the  auditory  nerve. 
Normal  or  increased  <luration  of  perception  by  bone  conduction 
with  diminished  aerial  conduction  indicates  diseases  of  the  middle 
ear,  or  of  the  sound-rondiicting  apparatus.  Diminution  of  both 
aerial  and  bone  conduction  of  wmnd  indicates  disease  of  the  audi- 
tory nerve  or  a  combined  affection  of  both  the  perceptive  and  the 
Conducting  apparatus. 
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(&)  The  Ritttti  Test.- — The  Kinnc  test  is  based  upon  the  assump- 
tion that  nurnially  tlie  duration  of  lone  perception  through  the  air 
exceeds  that  of  the  duration  of  tone  perception  through  the  bone. 
Thereiore.  if  the  lone  of  the  vilirating  tuning  fork  is  perceived 
longer  when  held  in  front  of  the  ear  than  when  applied  lo  the 
ttiastoid  process,  the  result  U  recorded  as  a  positive  Riime  (Fig. 
9),  and  is  marked  as  follows:  -f  Rinne.  But  when  tlie  tuning  fork 
is  heard  longer  when  applied  lo  the  mastoid  process  than  when  it 
is  held  in  front  of  the  ear.  the  result  is  recorded  as  a  "negative 
Rinne"  ( —  Rinne).  The  latter  may  be  considered  indicative  of 
disease  of  the  sound- con  ducting  apparatus.  According  lo  Rinne,  in 
cases  of  impaired  hearing  whenever  the  duration  of  perception  of 
the  tone  of  the  vibrating  fork  is  longer  before  the  car  than  through 
the  cranial  bones  (positive  Rinne),  we  may  conclude  Uial  the  sound- 
perceiving  apparatus  is  diseased. 

While  the  value  of  Kinne's  test  is  somewhat  limited,  it  may  be 
employed  in  order  to  corroborate  conclusions  reached  from  other 
tests.  ' 

(c)  The  IVebcr  7fj/.^\Veber  found,  by  |)Iacing  a  vibrating 
tuning  fork  upon  the  skull  of  a  person  who  had  normal  hearing, 
that  H  would  be  heard  more  distinctly  in  that  ear  ihc  external 
meatus  uf  which  was  closed  or  plugged.  This  plienomenon  is 
believed  to  be  due  tn  amplified  re-sonance  within  tlie  external  audi- 
tory canal.  The  lest  possesses  a  marked  diagnostic  value  in 
unilateral  deafness,  following  out  the  principle  laid  down  by  \\'eber, 
\\t.,  that  in  any  case  of  unilateral  deafness  it  will  be  found  that  a 
vibrating  tuning  fork  (preferably  the  C',  512  D.\ .)  placed  upon  the 
median  line  of  t!ie  skull  is  heard  with  greater  distinctness  in  the 
panialty  deaf  car,  whenever  the  cause  of  the  deafness  is  situated  in 
the  middle  or  tlie  external  ear  (sound-conducting  apparatus);  on 
the  other  hand  the  sound  will  be  heard  more  distinctly  in  the  sound 
car  if  the  cause  of  ilcafness  is  Iocate<l  in  the  labyrinth — sound-per- 
ceiving apparatu.s.  In  the  fir^^t  variety,  the  rcinforrcmcni  of  sound 
on  the  diseased  side  may  become  «o  marked  that  the  tuniuR  fork  is 
not  perceived  at  all  by  the  normal  ear.  In  bilateral  deafness  the 
tone  may  be  more  loudly  jierceived  in  the  car  utosi  involved. 

A  pf»sitive  localization  of  sound  upon  the  part  of  the  patient 
gives  lo  this  experiment  its  chief  value.  In  combined  affections  of 
the  middle  car  and  labyrinth  the  Weber  test  is  scarcely  available. 

(rf)  The  GelU  Test. — Celle  discovered  that  compressing  the 
column  of  air  in  the  external  auditory  canal  diminished  the  percep- 
tion of  tone.  Such  compression  may  t)p  accomplished  by  means  of 
the  Siegel  speculum  or  air  bag  attached  to  a  tip  so  shaped  as  to 
Ci'mpletcly  close  the  external  auditory  meatus,  condensation  being 
made  by  pressure  upon  the  bulb.  Diminution  in  tone  perception 
results  from  the  increased  labyrinthine  pressure  evoked  by  an 
inward  movement  of  the  footplate  of  the  stapes.  TTence.  Gelle's 
claim  lliat  if  there  is  any  great  obstacle  to  sound  conduction^-especially 
nnkylo'-is  of  the  stapes — the  lone  rcmnins  unchanged  during  the 
application  of  the  test,  whereas,  in  labyrinthine  affections,  with  a 
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movable  stapes  diminished  tone  perception  obtains  with  each  con- 
densation of  air  in  the  external  auditory  canal. 

(f)  The  Bing  Test. — This  test  is  employed  as  an  aid  in  differ- 
entiating between  affections  of  the  middle  ear  and  the  labyrinth. 
Bing  observed  that,  when  a  tuning  fork  placed  in  contact  with  the 
mastoid  process  ceases  to  be  heard,  the  sound  reappears  upon 
tightly  closing  the  orihce  of  the  external  auditory  canal.    In  patients 

with  marked  deafness  if  the  tone 
fails  to  reappear  upon  closure  of  the 

0^  /        .  i^^        meatus,  deafness  must  be  the  result 

'3         /-'  'ft:  \        of  disease  of  the  sound-conducting 

apparatus,  and,  conversely,  if  when 
there  is  severe  deafness  the  tone  re- 
appears, the  deafness  must  result 
from  disease  of  the  sound-perceiving 
apparatus  (labyrinth). 

(/)  The  Folder  Test— Dr.  Ed- 
mund Prince  Fowler,  of  the  author's 
staff,  has  devised  an  apparatus  which 
consists  of  a  glass  resonator  so  con- 
structed that  it  will  inclose  the  pinna 
and  fit  tightly  against  the  surround- 
ing skin  (Fig.  34).  On  this  reso- 
nator is  mounted,  by  means  of  a 
stout  rubber  tubing,  a  C*  tuning 
fork,  and,  by  a  nipple  on  the  under 
side  of  the  bell,  the  apparatus  is  con- 
nected through  rubber  tubing  to  an 
air  bag.  Fowler  claims  that  by 
means  of  his  appliance  ossicular 
ankylosis  may  be  diagnosticated, 
and  especially  ankylosis  of  the  stapes 
footplate.  This  latter  condition  is 
shown  if,  on  air  condensation,  no  diminution  in  the  perception 
of  the  fork's  note  is  observed.  Malleo-incudal  ankylosis  exists 
if  on  rarefying  the  air  in  the  external  auditory  meatus  no  diminu- 
tion of  sound  ensues. 

Fowler's  tests  are  too  recent  to  be  finally  passed  upon,  but  at 
least  his  apparatus  furnishes  us  with  a  simple  method  of  obtaining 
phenomena  similar  to  Gelle's.  It  is  of  special  advantage  in  cases 
of  severe  deafness,  for  the  fork  mounted  on  a  resonator  is  heard 
twice  as  loud  and  several  times  as  long  as  a  fork  in  direct  contact 
with  the  scalp. 


Fig.  34. — Fowler's  resonator 
apparatus. 


CHAPTER  V. 

GENERAL  ETIOLOGY  OF  EAR  DISEASES. 

This  chapter  is  introduced  for  the  express  purpose  of  enumerat- 
ing and  defining,  in  a  general  way,  the  more  common  causes  of 
aural  affections. 

ETIOLOGICAL  AND  DIAGNOSTIC  VALUE  OF  THE 
BACTERIOLOGY   OF   EAR   DISCHARGES. 

Bacteriological  investigation  of  middle-ear  discharges  when 
expertly  conducted  under  proper  conditions  is  of  much  value  to 
the' otologist. 

The  most  reliable  results  are  obtained  from  pure  cultures  of 
discharge  which  have  been  drawn  from  the  tympanic  cavity  through 
an  intact  drum  membrane,  by  means  of  a  lung  hypodermic  needle, 
the  external  auditory  canal  having  been  previously  sterilized,  or 
when  taken  from  the  first  gush  following  a  paracentesis. 

The  tip  of  the  paracentesis  knife  rubbed  upon  the  culture 
medium  or  slide  immediately  after  withdrawal  is  a  fairly  trust- 
worthy method  of  obtaining  a  portion  of  intratympanic  infection. 
It  is  sometimes  possible  to  ol)tain  the  primary  pathological  micro- 
organism through  a  mastoid  opening  in  tliose  rare  cases  where 
mastoiditis  has  developed  without  rupture  of  the  drum  membrane. 

In  chronic  otorrhea  the  bacterial  findings  are  of  but' little  sig- 
nificance on  account  of  the  long-continued  admixture  of  micro- 
organisms from  without. 

The  earlier  published  reports  of  bacterial  findings  in  middle-ear 
discharge  are  unreliable,  inasmuch  as  smears  and  cultures  were 
often  prepared  from  pus  which  had  been  contaminated  with 
extraneous  bacteria. 

In  smear  examinations  the  order  of  frequency  of  the  various 
micro-organisms  in  the  discharges  is :  The  streptococcus,  pneumo- 
coccus,  pyogenic  staphylococcus,  Friedlander's  bacillus,  tubercle 
bacillus,  diphtheria  bacillus  (Klebs-Lofller),  influenza  bacillus, 
diplococcus  intracellularis  meningitidis,  typhoid  bacillus,  the  bacillus 
coli  communis,  Neisser's  gonococcus,  Vincent's  spirillum  and 
bacillus,  and  the  smegma  bacillus.  The  author  has  reported  one  case 
of  the  latter  variety  in  which  the  smegma  bacillus  was  at  first  mis- 
taken for  the  tubercle  bacillus.  The  patient  developed  mastoiditis 
which  required  operation. 

With  the  permission  of  Dr.  Jonathan  Wrigiit,  Director  of  the 
Pathological  Department  of  the  New  York  Post-Graduate  Hospital, 
the  author  is  enabled  to  state  that,  from  the  uniJublished  reports  of 
examination  of  pure  cultures  of  ear  discharges  obtained  in  the 
manner  above  described,  tlie  streptococcus  prevailed  in  the  majority 
^f  cases. 

(41) 
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Dr.  Dixon,  of  the  Pathological  Department  of  the  New  York 
Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  lays  stress  upon  the  unusual  virulency  of 
the  streptococcus  capsulatus,  and  advises  early  mastoid  operations 
in  all  cases  that  do  not  immediately  improve  after  free  drainage  has 
been  established  through  the  drum  membrane.  He  and  others  have 
remarked  that  extensive  destruction  of  the  middle-ear  and  mastoid 
structures  mark  the  invasion  of  this  micro-organism,  and  very  often 
these  pathological  changes  take  place  without  producing  any  symp- 
tom-complex by  which  the  gravity  of  their  attack  is  recognized. 
The  fact  that  the  streptococcus  sometimes  has  a  capsule  is  of  doubt- 
ful significance,  inasmuch  as  the  stains  employed  for  demonstrating 
it  are  unreliable,  and  the  results  are  capricious. 

The  report  of  Dench^  fails  to  verify  the  observations  of  Dixon, 
for  out  of  thirteen  cases  wherein  the  streptococcus  capsulatus  was 
found  only  three  came  to  operation. 

MODE  OF  ENTRANCE  OF  PATHOGENIC  BACTERIA  INTO 
THE  TYMPANIC  CAVITY. 

1,  In  a  vast  majoritj'  of  all  cases  of  purulent  otitis  media  the 
bacteria  find  entrance  through  the  Eustachian  tube.  Fortunately 
the  small  calibre  of  the  tube  and  the  opposing  movements  of  its 
ciliated  epithelium  tend  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  bacteria;  other- 
wise the  ratio  of  intratympanic  to  intranasal  infections  would  be 
much  larger. 

It  is  more  probable  that  the  infection  enters  the  tube  under 
pressure  effected  by  blowing  the  nose,  sneezing,  crying,  in  young 
children,  violent  coughing,  vomiting,  or  as  a  result  of  inflating  by 
means  of  the  Valsalva-I'olitzer  air  douche  or  catheter.  Any  dele- 
terious effects  arising  from  sea  bathing  and  the  employment  of  the 
nasal  douche  is  due  to  the  excessive  blowing  of  the  nose  which  follows, 
whereby  pre-existing  bacterial  infections  in  the  nasopharynx  are 
forced  into  the  tympanic  cavity. 

In  exhausting  diseases  like  ty[)hoid  fever  and  tuberculosis 
there  is  loss  of  tubal  tissue  and  interference  with  its  muscular  and 
nerve  function,  thus  reducing  the  normal  resistance  to  the  entrance 
of  bacteria. 

AH  forms  of  both  acute  and  chronic  infections  of  the  upper  air 
passages,  especially  when  associated  with  intranasal  obstructions 
or  diseased  tonsils  and  adenoids,  favor  I>acterial  invasion  of  the 
tympanic  cavity. 

2.  Infection  may  reach  the  tympanic  cavity  through  the 
external  auditory  canal  only  when  perforation  or  traumatism  of 
the  drum  membrane  has  taken  place.  Following  paracentesis, 
unless  absolute  cleanliness  of  the  canal  is  maintained,  secondary 
infection  is  almost  inevitable,  and  old  unhealed  perforations  in 
active  suppuration  become  permanent  gateways  for  secondary  infec- 
tions to  enter  the  tympanic  cavity. 

1  Transactions  of  the  American  Larvngological,  Khinological  and  Otolog- 
ical  Society,  I9t)8.  p.  201. 
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3.  It  is  possible  for  bacteria  to  enier  the  tympanic  cavity 
through  the  lymph  channels  and  blood-vessels,  Barnick  has 
demonstrated  this  in  cases  of  miliary,  tuberculosis.  Future  inve?iti- 
gations  may  show  a  larger  percentage  of  cases  due  tu  infection  from 
the  blood  and  lymph  channels,  even  of  pyogenic  bacteria,  than  is 
now  supposed  to  be  the  case. 

4.  Fractures  of  the  temporal  bone  which  communicate  with 
the  external  world  likewise  permit  the  entrance  of  pathogenic 
bacteria,  with  extension  by  continuity  to  the  tympanic  cavity  or 
mastoid  cell'*.  In  the  same  manner  intracranial  infection  may  find 
entrance  to  the  tympanic  cavity  by  passing  through  the  labyrinth, 
facial  canal  or  petrosqnamous  stiturc. 


THE  SIGNIFICANCE  OF  BACTERIAL  FINDINGS  IN  EAR 
DISCHARGES. 

The  external  auditory  canal  contains  the  same  micro-organisms 
that  are  found  in  the  surrounding  air,  and  it  is  the  habitat  of  llic 
forms  of  bacteria  found  ujjun  the  skin  of  other  parts  of  the  body — 
chiefly  the  staphylococcus  albus.  The  tympanic  cavity  and  the 
labyrinth,  however,  under  normal  conditions,  have  been  found  to 
be  free  from  pathogenic  micro-organisms. 

Micro-organisms  found  in  ibc  iHschargc  from  the  middle  carare 
not  necessarily  the  primary  pathological  agents,  especially  when 
studied  in  the  chronic  forms,  or  in  tbc  later  stages  of  the  acute 
form.  The  prevailing:  micr(>-orKanisin  found  in  the  discharge  of  the 
middle  ear,  when  culture  has  been  made  from  ihc  tJrsi  discharge, 
through  either  paracentesis  or  spontane(«is  mpiure.  may  be  con- 
sidered as  the  pathological  agent  in  the  individual  case.  It  is 
believed  that  the  primary  organism  in  a  given  case  may  give  way 
to  other  forms.  I'^unk  is  stronf;ly  inclined  toward  the  belief  that  a 
definite  grippal  otitis  is  primarily  due  to  the  influen/a  bacillus, 
which,  however,  becomes  quickly  associated  with  or  displaced  by 
other  organisms. 

The  early  stages  of  acute  purulent  otitis  are  usually  mono- 
bacterial  in  character;  chronic  purulent  otitis  is  invariably  poly- 
baclcrial. 

The  streptococcus  pyogenes  must  be  considered  the  most 
virulent  and  destructive  to  both  soft  and  bony  tissues.  It  is.  unfor- 
tunately, also  ibc  most  freqiH'nt  micro-organism  demonstrated  in 
purulent  middle-car  disease,  while  in  children  the  pneumococcus 
is  mostly  in  evidence.  The  differentiation  of  the  streptococcus  and 
the  pneumococcus  in  the  published  reports  is  of  little  value,  inas- 
much as  the  mnre  recent  investigation.s  tend  to  show  that  ihey  are 
variations  which  under  certain  conditions  are  interchangeable. 
Streptococcus  invasions  arc  always  rapid,  often  requiring  but  a  few 
hours  to  involve  the  entire  mastoid  i)rocess. 

The  pneumococcus  is  frequently  seen.  This  form  of  infection 
wliile  not  a«  virulent  as  the  strcptnrnccus  is.  on  account  of  its 
peculiar  characteristics,  often  attended  with  serious  complications. 
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This  peculiarity  is  the  tendency  of  a  pneumococcus  infection, 
wherever  located,  to  heal  rapidly,  but.  during  the  local  healing 
process,  the  micro-organisms  establish  themselves  in  nearby  spaces 
and  set  up  a  new  infection,  thus  giving  a  series  of  infected  foci, 
all  producing  their  symptoms  without  any  definite  relations  regard- 
ing time.  Thus  the  tympanic  cavity  may  become  healed,  even 
though  the  mastoid  process  is  still  the  seat  of  the  pneumococdc 
invasion. 

The  staphylococcus  is  the  least  active  and  destructive  agent 
found  in  purulent  otitis  media. 

Among  the  author's  cases  the  diplococcus  intracellularis  menin- 
gitidis was  observed  witii  considerable  frequency.  A^  a  tyi>e  this 
infection  may  be  considere<l  moderately  severe. 

The  tubercle  bacillus  is  rarely  seen  in  middle-ear  discharges, 
and  even  when  present  does  not  become  absolute  proof  of  the 
tuberculous  character  of  the  disease.  The  presence  of  the  tubercle 
bacillus  in  scrapinjjs  from  tlic  tympanic  cavity  is  more  significant, 
especially  when  culture  methods  are  employed. 

The  Klebs-L6nier  bacillus  in  purulent  otitic  discharge  result- 
ing from  intranasal  or  piiarynjjeal  diphtlieria  is  demonstrable.  It 
may  be  the  primary  or  causal  or,t,'anism,  or  occur  in  combination 
with  the  streptococcus  or  pneumococcus;  or  it  may  be  carried  to 
an  ear  which  is  already  infected,  by  means  of  the  lingers  or  infected 
instruments. 

Suepfle-  in  the  study  of  the  ear  discharges  of  100  cases  obtained 
the  streptococcus  in  (i)  per  cent.,  the  pneumococcus  in  15  per  cent., 
the  streptoc<x:cus  mucosus  in  14  per  cent.,  staphylococci  in  8  per  cent 
The  pneumococci  and  streptococci  were  usually  found  pure,  but  the 
staphylococci  rarely  so. 

His  conclusions  are  as  ftiUows: — 

1.  Otitis  media  with  staphylococcus  secretion  (these  cases 
look  more  like  tubal  disease)  will  recover. 

2.  Staphylococcus  and  pneumococcus  infections  rarely  cause 
complicalions. 

3.  In  cases  of  infection  by  the  streptocitccus  mucosus  the 
chances  are  even  for  recovery  with  or  without  operation.  The 
streptococcus  mucosus  seems  to  have  a  di-lcterious  effect  upon  the 
bone. 

4.  The  origin,  course,  and  duration  of  otitis  media  depend  less 
on  the  virulence  of  the  infecting  organism  and  more  on  the  general 
and  local  diseased  processes. 

I,il>man  found  in  141  examinations  of  the  ear  discharges  the 
streptococcus  in  88,  pure  in  "').  the  pneumococcus  in  8,  the  strepto- 
coccus mucosus  in  10.  and  staphylococci  in  7.  C)f  these  cases  there 
were  ?  brain  abscesses,  the  pus  from  which  showed  streptococcus 
3  times,  colon  bacillus  once,  and  proteus  bacillus  once.  There  were 
13  cases  of  sinus-thrombosis  in  the  same  series  in  which  the  strep- 
tococci occurred  10  times,  while  in  3  cases  no  bacteria  were  present; 
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25  cases  of  meningitis  secondary  to  otitis  media  occurred  in  the 
same  series  in  which  streptococci  were  found  in  13,  pneumococci  in 
4,  streptococcus  mucosus  in  1,  pseiidoinfiuenza  bacillus  in  1, 
influenza  bacillus  1,  colon  bacillus  1,  tubercle  bacillus  1.  In  the 
remaining  cases  the  results  were  negative. 

Opinions  differ  as  to  whether  the  mere  presence  of  pathogenic 
bacteria  in  the  middle  ear  is  sufficient  to  induce  a  purulent  otitic 
inflarnmation  unaided  by  some  pre-existing  pathological  alteration 
in  the  mucous  membrane. 

So  far  as  our  present  knowledge  goes  it  may  be  assumed  that 
the  effects  of  micro-organisms,  in  so  far  as  they  relate  to  various 
complications  of  middle-ear  suppuration,  are  modified  by  the  ana- 
tomical relations  of  the  parts  in  w!iich  they  find  tiiemselves,  the 
resisting  power  of  the  patient,  and  probably  to  some  extent  by  the 
nature  of  the  pabulum  in  which  they  live. 

According  to  Libman,  the  dangerous  and  non-dangerous  types 
of  infection  may  be  differentiated  in  the  following  manner:— 

1.  Dangerous. — Purulent  aural  discharge  containing  diplococcus 
intracellularis,  streptococcus  pyogenes  plus  abundant  leucocytes 
and  myelocytes,  also  with  epithelial  elements,  "acid-fast"  squanise. 

2.  Non-dangerous. — Staphylococci  plus  abundant  living  leuco- 
cytes. 

3.  Giant  Cells. — Tuberculosis.    . 

Finally,  we  believe  that  tlie  information  gained  from  bacterial 
examinations  of  the  products  of  the  middle-ear  infection  is  of 
diagnostic  value,  and  its  value  in  the  province  of  etiology,  diagnosis 
and  treatment  will  become  augmented  in  proportion  to  tlie  perfec- 
tion of  our  knowledge,  not  onlv  of  bacteriology,  but  of  the  infinitely 
more  interesting  and  intricate  problem  of  vaccine  therapy,  at  the 
gateway  of  which  we  seem  now  to  be. 

Traumatism. — Injuries  of  the  middle  ear  and  labyrinth  occur 
from  both  direct  and  indirect  violence.  The  external  ear  receives 
its  injuries  by  direct  means  only. 

They  occur  in  the  form  of  (a)  fractures  of  the  temporal  bone 
and  fractures  and  dislocations  of  the  ossicles;  (6)  wounds  and  con- 
tusions of  the  soft  tissues;  (f)  the  impact  of  foreign  bodies  like 
bullets,  splinters  or  knife-blades  into  both  soft  and  bony  tissues; 
(rf)  burns,  scalds  and  escharotics;  (f)  concussion  from  explosions, 
loud  noises,  falls  and  blows. 

Fracture  of  the  temporal  bone  (Fig.  35)  assumes  a  variety  of 
forms,  several  of  which  are  attended  with  most  serious  conse- 
quences to  the  ear.  A  fracture  of  the  petrous  portion  of  the 
temporal  bone,  which  involves  the  labyrinth  usually  gives  rise  to 
labyrinthine  hemorrhage,  vertigo,  and.  in  some  cases,  destruction 
of  the  sound-perception  function  as  a  result  of  pressure  and  inflam- 
mation. 

If,  by  any  means,  a  labyrinthine  fracture  communicates  with  a 
purulent  ear,  or  otherwise  becomes  infected,  a  purulent  labyrin- 
thitis becomes  imminent,  with  a  probable  extension  to  the  meninges 
and  a  fatal  termination. 
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A  fracture  may  extend  from  the  squamous  portion  through  the 
bony  canal  williuut  injury  eitht-r  to  t!ie  labyrinth  or  mastoid  process. 
Likewise,  it  may  rupture  the  niemhrana  tympani  and  ossicular  at- 
tachments, and  tluis  open  Ihc  middle  ear. 

Compound  fractures  of  the  mastoid  process  are  prone  to  result 
in  purulent  mastoiditis,  with  extension  to  the  middle  ear  and  some- 
times with  meningeal  complications.  Any  injury  to  the  cranium, 
which  is  ff>llnwed  hy  hemorrhage  from  the  external  auditory  canal, 
sudden  deafness,  vertigo  or  loss  of  consciousness,  is  of  serious 
import. 

Labyrinthine  concussion  from  explosions  or  violence,  when 
unaccompanied  by  fracture  or  rupture  of  the  soft  tissues  may  result 
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Fig.  35. — Fraclorc  of  the  temporal  bone  through  the  Iab>Tinlh.    a,  Parietal 
surface,    b.  Visceral  surface. 


in  vertigo,  vomiting,  nystagmus  and  marked  impairment  of  hcarine;' 
for  varying  inierval-i  of  time.     Concussion  from  "boxing  the  car 
is  often  of  s-ufficient  force  to  rupture  the  drum  membrane. 

The  prominent  location  of  the  auricle  renders  it  particularly 
liable  to  wounds,  contusions,  abrasion;^  and  other  injuries.  Con- 
tusions of  the  auricle  tend  to  produce  hcmatomata.  abAcc!t.ses  and 
perichondritis,  the  latter  often  resulting  in  extensive  destruction  of 
the  cartilage  and  subsequent  deformity. 

Stab  wounds!,  bullet  wounds,  blows  or  falls  produce  an  infinite 
variety  of  injuries  both  in  location  and  extent,  and  involve  the 
auricle,  the  external  canal,  or,  by  extending  through  the  membrana 
tympani.  the  middle  car  becomes  exposed  to  infection  from  without. 

The  brutal  custom  of  pulling  or  twisting  the  ear  as  a  means  of 
punishment  commonly  results  in  traumatism  along  the  po.stcro- 
superior  canal  wall,  and  possible  rupture  or  other  injury  to  the 
drum  membrane. 

Foreign  bodies  in  the  form  of  splinters,  bullets  or  other  pro- 
jectiles  are   prone    to   lodge    in    the   deeper    portions   of    the   ear, 
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Tiz.,  tlie  auditory  canal  walls,  lympanic  caviiy,  labyrinth  and  mas- 
twd.  Here  tlicy  cause  serious  impairmenl  or  destruction  oi  the 
auditory  huiciion.  dc|K-iiilitig  upmi  tlic  location  and  extent  of 
the  injury  and  the  attendant  intJammation.  Kvcn  the  Eustachian 
tuhe  is  not  exempt  from  occasional  injury.  In  any  form  of  trau- 
matism there  is  much  to  he  feared  from  subsequent  infection  of  the 
wound. 

ISurns  and  scalds  arc  usually  accidental  but  none  the  less 
serious.  Duuciiin^  the  car  with  superlieatci!  solutions  and  tlie 
jnstillalion  of  escliarotics  in  the  form  oi  ear  drops  are  the  chief 
sources.  Molten  lead,  hot  oil.  steam  and  similar  substances  pro- 
duce violent  and  dccp-scatctl  in  Ham  mat  ion.  with  ulceration  and 
destruction  of  the  aural  tissues,  often  terminating  in  serious  impair- 
ment of  the  hearing-  function,  partial  or  complete  occlusion  of  the 
exlcrnat  meatu:*,  and  deformity  of  the  auricle. 

Cold. — The  influence  of  cold  in  milder  forms,  notably  mild 
draughts,  the  introduction  of  cold  water  in  the  external  auditory 
canal  from  washing  or  sea  iKithing,  is  overestimated  by  both  prac- 
titioners and  laity  as  a  cause  of  aural  inllamniations. 

The  sudden  entrance  of  cold  water  in  surf  bathing  or  diving 
may  give  rise  to  a  slight  congestion  along  the  meatus,  or  even  a. 
mild  myringitis,  but  it  never  produces  purulent  inflammation  of  the 
middle  ear  e.\cepl  when  a  perforation  of  the  drumhead  already 
exists.  Neither  is  it  possible  to  induce  middle-ear  inllammaticm  by 
cxiKvsurc  of  the  auricle  to  a  draught  of  cold  or  damp  air.  Such  an 
exposure  in  wcaki-ncd  or  coddled  individuals  may  induce  a  general 
cold  from  which  an  otitis  may  result,  but  imder  normal  conditions 
this  does  not  happen.  The  prevalence  nf  aural  infeciJon  following 
surf  bathing,  diving,  etc..  is  not  due  to  the  cnld  or  its  effects,  but 
invariably  results  from  the  more  or  less  violent  efforts  to  blow  the 
surplus  water  from  the  nose  and  nasopharynx,  whereby  a  portion 
of  the  existing  infection  is  forced  through  llie  Eustachian  tube  into 
the  tympanic  cavity. 

Adenoids. — Postnasal  adenoids  constitute  an  obstructive  lesion 
in  the  navipharynx  and  as  such  interfere  with  nasal  respiration. 
Furthermore,  the  irregidar  corrugated  surface  of  the  lymphoid  mass 
favors  the  growth  and  retention  of  patliogenic  organisms;  hence,  lliey 
lend  to  interfere  with  normal  tubal  ventilation,  and  at  the  same 
time  expose  it  to  infection. 

Frostbite  Is  usually  confined  to  the  more  exposed  parts  of  the 
auricle,  and  ordinarily  produces  circumscribed  redness,  swelling  and 
dermatitis.  When  of  unusual  severity  it  is  cbaracierized  by  nodular 
formations,  ulcerations  and  permanent  dermatitis,  with  some  gan- 
grenous ■ploughing  of  the  auricle. 

General  Diseases. — The  atiral  complications  of  systemic  diseases 
are  fully  described  in  Chapters  XXIX,  XXX.  XXXI  and  XXXII. 
These  cover  a  wide  range  of  causes,  not  only  of  purulent  and 
catarrhal  inflammations,  but  in  some  instances  deleterious  changes 
in  the  function  of  the  auditory  apparatus. 
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Heredity  and  Environment. — The  influence  of  heredity,  either 
through  congenital  defects  in  the  auditory  apparatus,  or  predisposi- 
tion to  catarrhal  or  labyrinthine  deafness,  is  common.  Deafness, 
unless  congenital,  usually  commences  in  the  different  generations 
of  a  family  at  about  the  same  age.  It  ma}'  skip  one  or  two  genera- 
tions, only  to  recur  in  like  form.  This  is  especially  true  of  the 
sclerotic  and  lat)yrinthine  types.  Home  surroundings,  mode  of  life 
and  atmospheric  conditions  are  causes  of  several  forms  of  aural 
disease.  Individuals  who  are  continuously  subjected  to  filth  of 
body  and  house,  vitiated  air.  insufficient  nourishment  and  clothing, 
show  a  tendency  to  dermatitis  of  the  auricle  and  external  meatus, 
tuberculous  otitis  and  feeble  resistance  to  any  form  of  inflammatory 
invasion  of  the  ear. 

Atmospheric  conditions  are  deserving  of  mention.  Vitiated 
air.  especially  when  damp  and  colil,  aggravates  all  forms  of  aural 
diseases,  while  serious  results  are  experienced  by  those  who  are 
subjected  to  sudden  rarefaction  and  condensation  of  the  air  within 
the  auditory  canal  and  tympanic  cavity.  Those  who  work  in 
caissons,  climb  to  high  altitudes,  or  ascend  in  balloons,  suffer 
from  tinnitus,  vertigo  and  deafness.  In  the  caisson  work  connected 
with  the  numerous  tunnels  now  being  constructed  in  and  about 
New  York  City,  many  cases  of  sudden  labyrinthine  deafness  have 
occurred. 

Drugs  and  Narcotics. — The  excessi\c  use  of  certain  drugs, 
especially  quinine,  the  salicylates,  opium,  alcohol  and  tobacco,  espe- 
cially when  contiiuiec.1  at  great  length,  seriously  interferes  with  the 
function  of  hearing,  inducing  aggravating  tinnitus,  with  possible 
permanent  loss  of  tiearing. 

It  will  be  observed  tliat  the  causative  agents  herein  defined  may 
be  grouped  under  throe  headings: — 

(a)  Tliose  which  originate  in  the  nose  and  nasopharynx  and 
enter  the  tynij)anic  cavity  through  the  Hustachian  tube. 

(b)  Those  which  originate  ivam  without,  in  the  form  of  trau- 
matism of  the  soft  and  bony  tissues,  concussion,  lodgment  of 
foreign  bodies,  burns,  scalds,  etc. 

{(")  Those  caused  from  heredity,  environment  and  general 
systemic  diseases. 

The  Causes  of  Deafness. — IVicf  mention  is  here  made  of  the 
causes  of  temporary,  partial  and  permanent  deafness. 

Hardness  of  hearing  may  result  from,  1.  diseases,  obstructions 
and  defects  in  the  external  auditorv  canal,  among  which  are  furun- 
ctdosis  (Fig.  67).  dermatitis,  impacted  cerumen  (i''ig.  C'*')  and  other 
foreign  bodies  { iMgs.  70.  71),  exostoses  (Fig.  97),  and  congenital 
and  acquired  atresia. 

2.  Diseases  of  the  memhrana  tympani  in  the  form  of  perfora- 
tions, sclerosis,  myringitis,  cicatrices  and  adhesions. 

3.  Diseases  of  the  tymj)anum  confined  chiefly  to  acute  and 
chronic  catarrhs,  sclerosis,  acute  and  chronic  inflammations  (puru- 
lent'), adhesions,  ankylosis  of  the  ossicular  chain,  congenital  defects, 
caries  and  otosclerosis. 
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4.  Labyrinthine  disease  the  principal  varieties  of  which  are 
acute  inflammation,  purulent  labyrinthinitis,  hemorrhage,  trauma- 
tism, necrosis,  congenital  defects,  neuroses,  tuberculosis  and 
syphilis. 

In  conclusion,  it  should  be  noted  that  the  various  etiological 
factors  considered  in  this  chapter  furnish  the  basis  for  innumerable 
suits  for  damages  for  loss  of  hearing,  wherein  the  otologist  may  be 
called  upon  for  an  expert  opinion. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

GENERAL  SYMPTOMATOLOGY  OF  EAR  DISEASES. 


TOTAL  DEAFNESS. 

(a)  Idiopathic  Total  Deafness. — Total  deafness  sometimes 
occurs  in  the  alisence  of  all  anatomical  anomalies  of  the  organ  of 
hearing,  the  auditory  nerve  or  the  acoustic  centres.  Under  these 
circumstances  explanation  of  this  loss  of  function  is  difficult, 
inasmuch  as  most  cases  of  congenital  deafness  are  due  to  anomalies 
occurring  in  some  portion  of  the  auditory  mechanism.  The  idio- 
pathic variety  of  congenital  deafness  docs  nnt  always  follow  directly 
from  generation  to  generation.  The  offspring  of  deaf  mutes  usually 
possess  the  power  of  hearing,  mutism  heing  more  common  when 
hoth  parents  arc  congenitally  deaf.  The  deafmutism  is  prone  to 
recur  from  time  to  time  in  later  generations.  The  children  of  con- 
sanguineous marriages  furnish  a  considerahle  proportion  of  all 
forms  of  congenital  deafness. 

t  Total  idiopathic  deafness  occurs  with  extreme  rarity,  but  suffi- 
cient (lata  have  l)een  ulitained  hy  postmortem  examinations  to  estab- 
lish sufficient  proof  of  its  occurrence.  Mutism  from  this  source  is 
invariably  permanent. 

Generally  defective  mental  development  seems  to  have  no 
influence  upon  the  function  of  hearing.  As  a  rule  those  who  suflfer 
from  loss  of  audition  are  found  to  be  possessed  of  strong  mentality. 

(b)  Symptomatic  Total  Deafness.-;— P'V  far  the  larger  propor- 
tion of  cases  of  total  deafness,  wlicther  congenital  or  acquired, 
exhibit  anomalies  or  i)athological  defects  of  the  organ  of  hearing, 
the  auditory  nerve  or  the  acoustic  centres.  In  some  instances 
evidences  of  intra-uterine  diseases  are  observed,  and  histories  of 
traumatism,  sclerosis,  purulent  inflammation  or  senile  degeneration 
are  common.  Anomalies  of  the  organ  of  hearing  furnish  a  con- 
siderable percentage  of  all  cases  of  ctmgenital  total  deafness.  The 
congenital  absence  of  certain  portions  of  the  conducting  apparatus, 
often  associated  with  deformity  of  the  external  ear,  is  by  no  means 
rare — a  fact  which  has  been  repeatedly  demonstrated  by  post- 
mortem findings.  The  external  meatus  may  be  partially  or  entirely 
absent  (Fig.  75).  but  mcatal  atresia,  in  this  type,  sliould  be  differ- 
entiated from  the  acepiired  variety  which  does  not  usually  occur  in 
early  life.  The  latter  results  from  prolonged  purulent  inflammation 
of  the  middle  ear,  from  exostoses  or  from  traumatism.  Any 
anomaly  which  permanently  occludes  the  oval  or  round  windows, 
or  which  destroys  the  functional  activity  of  the  auditory  nerve  may 
result  in  total  deafness.  Anomalies  of  that  portion  of  the  central 
nervous  mechanism  governing  the  acoustic  centres  occur  either 
congenitally  or  as  a  result  of  disease  or  traumatism.  Injuries  to 
the   head   during  childbirth,   and   rare    instances   of   intra-uterine 
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disease,  such  as  fetal  meningitis  or  infantile  otitis,  arc  occasionally 
etiological  factors. 

The  acquired  variety  includes  a  rather  large  scries  of  cases 
resulting  from  epidemic  cerebrospinal  meningitis,  traumatism  and 
labyrinthine  disease.  Every  epidemic  of  cerebrospinal  meningitis 
result'i  in  a  large  increase  in  the  propurtiun  of  cases  uf  total  deaf- 
ness obscrve<i  both  in  hospilal  and  private  practice. 

Chronic  catarrhal  "litis  media  accompanied  by  extensive  oto- 
:Ierosis  which  walls  off  the  lahyrinth  from  the  tympanic  cavity, 
thus  destroying  its  perceptive  (unction,  is  a  common  cause  of  total 
deafness. 

To  this  series  musi  he  added  those  cases  of  total  deafness 
developing  in  advanced  life,  explainable  on  the  theory  of  senile 
degeneration. 

In  hoih  the  idiopathic  and  the  symptomatic  varieties  the  pre- 
dominating symptom  is  the  complete  absence  of  all  sound  percep- 
tion, including  the  entire  musical  scale. 

Tht!  intracranial  lesions  nf  syphilis,  whether  acquired  or  he- 
reditary, are  rarely  of  sufficient  extent  to  produce  total  deafness. 
The  author  has  observed  but  one  case  of  this  type. 

PARTIAL  DEAFNESS. 

(a)  Congenital. — The  congenital  form  of  partial  deafness  is 
due  to  some  form  of  anomaly  of  llie  auditory  mechanism. 

(fe)  Acquired  Partial  Deafness. — Partial  deafness,  developing 
after  birth,  is  ci>ininon.  .iml  is  due  to  cilher  intrinsic  or  extrinsic 
disease  alon^  the  -jjiiiiUmy  traef.  nrfo  traumatism.  It  involves  the 
somid-conducting  apparatus,  the  labyrinth,  the  acoustic  nucleus  or 
the  acnustio  centres. 

Heredity  exhibits  some  marked  peculiarities,  the  onslaught  of 
the  disease  occurring  during  the  same  decade  in  different  genera- 
tions of  one  family,  wlieihcr  due  to  catarrhal  intlammation.  oto- 
sclerosis or  labyrinthine  disease.  The  latter  variety  is  more  com- 
monly assneiated  with  the  hereditary  tendency. 

Symptoms. — The  symptoms  of  partial  deafness  vary  from  a 
slight  dimiiiuiiun  of  normal  sound  perception  to  total  loss  of  the 
hearing  function.  Hardness  of  hearing  may  be  limited  to  certain 
sounds  or  grf>up<;  of  sounds,  in  which  event  great  difficulty  is  experi- 
enced in  differentiation,  especially  ordinary  speech  and  musical 
tones,  while  often  a  slight  noise,  like  the  click  of  the  acoumeter  or 
the  ticking  of  a  clock,  may  be  readily  perceived.  The  extremely 
variable  behavior  of  altered  function  toward  rhythmical  and  non- 
rhythmical  sound  waves  has  been  explained  as  due  to  some  patho- 
logical conrlitinn  Irn-aied  in  the  sound-conducting  portion  of  the  ear. 
or  to  an  abnormal  activitv  of  one  of  the  roots  of  the  auditory  nerve. 
In  the  presence  nf  rigid  labyrinthine  windows,  speech  and  other 
noises  are  somelimcs  perceived  only  as  a  difluf^ed  noise. 

Senile  deafness  presents  some  definite  characteristics,  among 
which  may  he  mentioned  the  gradual  disappearance  of  sound  per- 
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ception,  especially  the  conduction  of  sound  through  the  bones. 
This  is  probably  due  to  the  altered  power  of  bone  conduction  result- 
ing from  senile  processes  in  the  bune  tissue.  According  to  Bezold, 
bone  conduction  in  old  age  is  diminished  in  direct  proportion  to  the 
general  decrease  of  hearing,  the  hearing  decrease  being  considered 
due  to  senile  torpidity  of  the  auditory  nerve. 

In  the  acquired  forms  of  partial  deafness  certain  tones  are 
usually  more  distinctly  heard,  as  a  rule  the  higher  pitched  noises 
being  the  first  to  disappear.  This  depends  somewhat  upon  the 
etiological  factors,  as  well  as  to  whether  the  deafness  is  due  to 
defect  of  the  conducting  or  of  the  rccc!^'ing  apparatus.  Whenever 
partial  deafness  has  been  occasioned  by  an  occupation  which  has 
confined  the  individual  to  very  noisy  quarters,  the  function  of 
hearing  differs  from  that  occasioned  hy  ordinary  labyrinthine 
disease.  In  fact  an  almost  intinite  variety  of  hearing  phenomena 
are  observed.  Occasionally  the  sound  pitch  is  different  in  the  two 
ears.  Periodical  variations  in  the  degree  of  deafness  are  also  of 
common  occurrence.  They  may  be  of  irregular  duration,  and  often 
depend  upon  physical  conditions,  organic  disease,  or  auditory  nerve 
fatigue.  Acquired  deafness  has  a  marked  tendency  to  matitudinal 
exacerbations.  Postprandial  deafness  deserves  mention,  especially 
when  stimulants  and  tobacco  have  been  indulged  in  too  freely. 

The  physiological  decrease  of  hearing  during  the  act  of  yawn- 
ing is  probably  explainable  upon  the  theory  of  muscular  inaction. 
Increase  of  the  hearing  is  often  induced  by  changes  in  bodily 
attitudes,  such  as  stooping,  bending  of  the  head,  or  by  alternation 
in  muscular  tension. 

Intermittent  deafness  is  often  a  symptom  of  tubotympanic 
catarrh.  This  symptom  is  also  exhibited  in  hysteria,  epilepsy,  and 
vasomotor  affections. 

The  periodical  character  of  certain  forms  of  partial  deafness 
has  been  observed  as  accompanying  malarial  disease,  cinchonism 
being  included  in  tliis  class. 

Peculiarities  in  tlie  functional  relationship  of  the  right  and  left 
ear  to  each  other  are  occasionally  observed. 

It  has  long  been  known  that  in  order  to  locate  the  origin  of 
sound  waves  the  function  of  both  ears  is  simultaneously  required, 
the  direction  being  determined  chiefly  by  a  comparison  of  the 
sensation  perceived  in  both.  This  function  is  so  perfectly  developed 
as  to  be  well-nigli  involuntary.  Persons  who  are  suddenly  deprived 
of  the  bearing  in  one  ear  suffer  great  inconvenience  in  locating  the 
direction  of  sound  impulses.  Pulitzer  has  termed  this  symptom 
paracusis  loci.  Victims  of  this  phenomenon  usually  refer  the  sound 
to  the  more  nearly  normal  ear,  which  may  result  in  error  of  sound 
direction. 

Hyperesthesia  Acoustica. — A  series  of  phenomena,  usually  of 
nerve  origin,  occasionally  give  rise  to  peculiar  and  often  distressing 
deviations  from  the  normal  hearing  function.  'I'hesc  have  been 
described  under  various  synonyms,  according  to  the  peculiarities 
found  in  the  individual  case. 
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Uyperesth«5.ia  acoustica  is  an  apparent  abnormal  increase  in 
the  sense  vi  licariiig.  optTially  (ur  certain  tvnu-s  and  sounds.  There 
is  usually  no  real  increase  in  the  hearing  funciion  ;  an  actual  diminu- 
tion may  be  present.  The  Cdiiditiun  has  been  observed  by  Cliarcot 
to  occur  during  certain  phases  uf  normal  sleep  and  during  hypnosis. 
It  occasionally  follows  chloroform  anesthesia,  and  may  accompany 
the  habitual  use  of  morphine.  Victims  of  hysteria,  migraine  and 
insomnia  arc  frequently  subject  to  it,  in  conjunction  witli  a  similar 
state  of  other  special  senses,  and  it  may  jirecedc  the  evolution  of 
deafness.  Ilyperesihesia  of  the  sensory  nerves  is  manifested  in 
increased  sensitiveness  to  sounds,  causinj;  painful  or  otherwise  dis- 
agrrcahle  reaction  to  loud  noises  or  tones,  especially  those  of  high 
pitch. 

Temporary  hyperesthesia  acousiica  often  persists  for  some 
time  after  the  removal  of  an  old  impediment  lo  sound  perception. 
such  as  a  mass  of  cerumen  from  the  external  auditory  canal.  The 
author  has  observed  it  in  one  or  two  instances  following'  the  s-uddcn 
rcstoraltun  uf  IicarinK  subsequent  to  use  of  the  buuyie  in  over- 
cominp  strictures  of  the  Ivustachian  tube. 

In  this  class  of  cases  the  apparent  hyperesthesia  is  the  result 
of  sudden  restoration  of  normal  hearing  funclii:in. 

Paracusis  is  a  term  applied  to  a  variety  of  perversion.*!  of  the 
sense  of  hearing,  the  chief  of  which  is 

Paracusis  Willisii,  in  wliirh  the  individual  is  deaf  to  speech 
uttered  in  silent  surroundings,  but.  on  the  contrary,  he  i.**  able  to 
hear  perfectly  in  the  presence  of  loud,  extraneous  noises  like  those 
of  underground  railways,  or  the  works  of  machine  shops,  etc. 
Occupation  is  a  prominent  causative  factor,  an  illustration  of  the 

?henomenon  being  found  in  the  so-called  "boilcrmakcrs'  deafness." 
t  is  supposed  to  result  from  compression  of  the  labyrinth  in  the 
form  of  otopiesis.  There  is,  however,  no  unanimous  interpretation 
of  this  phenomenon,  although  attempts  have  been  made  to  explain 
it  on  the  basis  of  improved  sound  conduction  through  increased 
vibration  vt'rsus  increased  sen.oitivencss  to  sound  through  stimula- 
tion of  the  auditory  nerve  by  the  more  forcible  accompanying  sound 
waves. 

Diplacusis,  or  double  hearing,  may  occur  in  two  forms:  first, 
the  hyperesthetic.  in  which  the  phenomenon  is  due  to  abnormal 
stimulation  of  the  organ  of  hearing  (the  perceptive  mechanism),  the 
manifestation  of  which  is  ilie  acoustic  continuation  of  sound  impres- 
sions after  the  sound  has  really  ceased.  The  second  form  of  dipla- 
cusis results  from  the  duplication  of  sounds  upon  the  basis  of 
delayed  or  weakened  perception  in  one  ear.  and  often  is  manifested 
by  hearing  a  given  tone  higher  in  one  ear  than  in  the  opposite. 
This  condition,  known  as  diplacusiochoiica,  is  usually  observed  in 
conjunction  with  middle-ear  disease. 

Autophony,  or  tympanophony,  is  characterized  by  an  abnormal 
increase  of  perception  of  one's  own  voice.  resi)irati(m  it  circulatorj' 
impuUcs.  in  one  or  both  ears,  and  is  a  condition  which  may  accom- 
pany a  closed  as  well  as  a  permeable  Eustachian  tube.    Occasion- 
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ally  it  arises  from  a  plugging  of  the  external  auditory  meatus, 
and  it  may  occur  even  with  normal  hearing.  The  nature  of  the 
phenomenon  is  obscure,  but  it  has  been  explained  as  due  to  the 
increased  resonance  of  the  air  column  within  the  ear.  Its  occur- 
rence is  occasionally  dependent  upon  catarrhal  inflammation  of  the 
nasopharynx. 

Acousma. — Auditory  hallucinations  are  physical  phenomena  in 
which  imaginary  voices  or  sounds  are  detailed  by  the  patients  and 
persistently  believed  by  them  to  be  real.  This  symptom  is  some- 
times the  earliest  indication  of  perverted  mentality. 

A  case  observed  by  the  author  was  that  of  a  woman  of  35 
years,  who  resided  within  hearing  distance  of  the  trains  running 
over  a  steam  railway.  She  persisted  in  her  belief  that  she  could 
hear  the  ceaseless  rumbling  of  a  train,  even  when  she  was  in  the 
examination  room.  Other  hallucinations  gradually  developed.  We 
must  reckon  with  this  symptom  in  making  functional  ear  examina- 
tions. 

Vertigo. — The  generally  accepted  theory  of  physicists  that  the 
semicircular  canals  with  their  ampulla  are  important  factors  in  the 
control  of  the  equilibrium  of  the  body  is  explanatory  of  the  fre- 
quency and  significance  of  vertigo  as  a  symptom  in  aural  aflfections. 

Clinical  experience  is  in  harmony  with  this  theory  to  the 
extent  that  labyrinthine  pressure,  nticodinia  and  irritation,  whether 
extrinsic  or  intrinsic,  may  induce  attacks  of  vertigo,  of  varying 
intensity  and  duration. 

When  of  intrinsic  origin,  the  chief  exciting  causes  are  infection, 
anemia,  hyperemia,  meningitis,  traumatism,  gummata  or  granula- 
tions, usually  with  but  sometimes  without  hemorrhagic,  serous  or 
pus  exudate. 

In  all  forms  of  labyrinthine  disease,  vertigo  is  one  of  the  most 
constant  symptoms.  Extrinsically,  it  is  induced  chiefly  by  the 
transmission  of  impulses,  through  the  conducting  apparatus  or  by 
the  pressure  of  impacted  cerumen  upon  the  drum  membrane  or  by 
intratympanic  fluids,  whether  in  the  form  of  blood,  serum  or  pus. 
It  is  further  induced  by  gummata  and  other  tumors  and  granula- 
tions, and  by  fixation  of  the  stapes  from  hyperplasia  or  otosclerosis. 
The  air  douche  during  catheterization,  and  the  water  douche,  either 
by  pressure  transmitted  from  the  drum  membrane,  or  directly  to 
the  oval  window  through  large  perforations,  may  give  rise  to 
vertigo,  which  subsides  only  upon  the  cessation  of  the  exciting 
cause.  Xausea  may  accompany  the  attack.  Occasionally  catheteri- 
zation has  to  be  discontinued  on  tliis  account.  When  induced  by 
the  water  douche  it  is  somewhat  influenced  by  the  temperature  of 
the  water  employed,  and  when  severe  the  douche  temperature 
should  be  varied  until  little  or  no  vertigo  results.  As  a  rule,  there 
is  less  when  the  temperature  is  high;  hence,  it  is  well  in  all  cases 
to  commence  with  a  temperature  of  at  least  110°. 

Some  patients,  who  nn  account  of  vertigo  are  unable  to  endure 
the  douche  in  the  upright  posture,  complain  but  little  when  it  is 
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employed  wliilr  rcclininc.  and  it  seems  \o  l>e  somewhat  less  when 
tlic  suction  (ioticnc  (  Kig.  46t  i;  employed. 

In  a  ?iinall  percentage  of  cases  it  i<  quite  impossible  to  U5c  the 
cater  douche  under  any  circumstances,  the  vertigo  being  so  severe 
to  result  in  alarming  nausea,  vomiting  and  even  loss  of  con- 
umsncss.  Here  its  use  is  obviously  contra  indicated.  Vertigfo  is 
an  occasional  symptom  in  pxirulent  otiiis  media,  and  al)>o  in  both 
acute  and  chronic  mastoiditis.  la  these  afTertions  it  may  appear  as 
a  result  of  pressure  of  pent-up  pus  upon  the  labyrinth;  nevertheless, 
it  should  invariably  arnn-^c  su-^picion  of  laUyrintliinc  involvement, 
especially  when  accompanied  by  ny-itagmus.  It  is  of  a  more  scriou.s 
import  in  chronic  purulent  otitic  affections. 

Otitic  vcriifi'o  may  be  rotarj'  (the  most  common  form)  in  which 
the  sensation  is  that  of  whirling  round  and  round  toward  cither  the 
right  or  left;  or  the  tendency  may  be  to  fall  directly  forward,  back- 
ward or  in  a  lateral  direction. 

The  vertigo  may  be  either  objective,  in  which  surrounding 
objects  seem  to  move,  or  subjective,  wherein  the  patient's  body 
seems  to  he  whirling  or  falling. 

More  commonly  it  occurs  in  the  upright  posture,  but  whenever 
resent  in  ilie  recumbent  posture  it  is  invarial>ly  severe,  continuous 
ind  persistent.  Such  patients  commonly  remark  that  the  bed  seems 
to  be  floating  away,  leaving  them  to  sink  lower  and  lower.  In  all 
cases  etiological  dtfTercntiation  is  important,  inasmuch  as  otitic 
vertigo  should  not  be  confounded  with  the  toxic,  cerebral,  ocular, 
fjastnc.  Iicpatic  or  laryngeal  types.  The  above  symptoms  arc- of 
importance  in  keeping  case  records. 

Meniere's  Symptom-complex. — Meniere's  symptom-complex, 
often  designated  Meniere's  disease,  is  characterized  by  a  marked 
sudden  disturbance  of  hearing,  invariably  accompanied  by  three 
typical  symptoms,  viz.,  vertigo,  tinnitus,  nausea  and  vomiting.  Of 
these  the  first  named  is  tlie  most  pnmounced.  The  attacks  may  be 
short  or  long,  frequent  or  infrequent,  and  often  terminate  in  an 
apoplectiform  seizure  minus  loss  of  consciousness.  In  purely  laby- 
ri.ithine  cases  the  symptoms^  persist  witli  exacerbations  and  rcniis- 
iions  until  deafness  is  total  and  the  nerve  destroyed.  Locomotion 
is  temporarily  interfered  with  as  a  result  of  the  accompanying 
vertigo,  and  persistent  disturbance  of  hearing  in  one  or  both  cars 
is  usually  present.  One  attack  predisposes  to  another,  and  recur- 
rence is  common,  each  attack  subjecting  the  patient  to  the  danger 
of  further  loss  of  hearing.  Vertigo,  nausea,  tinnitus  and  sudden 
deafness  sometimes  result  from  labyrinthine  traumatism,  Here 
they  are  tepiporary.  and  should  be  difTerentiatcd  from  Meniere's 
disease,  in  which  they  result  from  a  combination  of  pathological 
procefi.ses.  It  has  also'  been  obser\'ed  that  tinnitus  and  deafness 
arising  from  middle-ear  disease  may  accompany  a  simultaneous 
cerebellar  aflFection,  with  its  symptoms  of  vertigo,  nausea  and 
vomiting,  .^n  extension  of  pathological  processes  from  the  ear  to 
the  central  nervous  system,  or  7iVf  zrrsS,  may  also  occur  in  cerebro- 
spinal meningitis,  with  resultant  symptoms  of  vcrti^,  nausea  and 
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tinnitus.  In  the  cerebrospinal  meningitis  nf  infnnts  and  young  chil- 
dren there  arc  additional  differentiating  symptoms  of,  firsl,  fevcf 
and  headache;  second,  a  condition  of  stupor,  developing  during  the 
course  of  the  disease. 

Deafness  resulting  from  cerchrospinal  mcningitiii  is  common, 
and,  when  total,  the  hearing  rarely  relurns.  Partial  deafness  due  to 
the  *^me  dii^ease  often  improves  sponianeouhly,  or  as  a  result  of 
internal  medication.  Tlic  recovery  of  speecli  is  aided  hy  methodical 
hearing  and  speaking  exercises. 

Deafness  following  Meniere's  symptom-complex  may  be  total 
or  partial,  or  limited  to  certain  sounds. 

The  component  symptoms  manifest  themselves  at  the  same 
time,  but  it  is  quite  possible  for  a  single  symptom  to  precede  the 
general  attack,  or  for  the  series  to  develop  successively.  In  some 
instances  an  aura  may  precede  tlie  attack. 

The  duration  and  frequency  of  the  attacks  are  extremely 
variable.  F-iioIogically,  the  evolution  of  these  symptoms  is  due  to 
primary  disease  -or  rellex  excitation  of  the  auditory  ner\'e  or  the 
acoustic  centres  in  the  brain,  the  cerebral  centres  which  determine 
the  act  of  nausea  and  vomiting,  and  co-ordination.  Tlic  symptoms 
arc,  as  a  rule,  reflex,  generally  hy  way  of  (he  middle  car;  more 
rarely,  however,  they  result  from  disease  of  cither  the  labyrinth  or 
of  the  central  nervous  system. 


PAIN  (OTALGIA). 

As  a  general  symptom,  referable  to  the  car  or  its  surroundii  _  ^ 
pain  is  usually  due  either  to  inHammatory  conditions  involviti^ 
these  parts,  or  to  purely  nervous  or  reflex  manifestations. 

Inflammatory  Pain,  (o)  Pain  in  the  Pinna. — The  prominence 
of  Ihe  pinna  i.  i'if^.  01  )  and  its  exi)o,scd  location  render  it  extremely 
liable  to  traumatism,  while,  on  account  of  its  rather  meagre  ner\*e 
supply,  the  various  injuries  to  which  it  is  subjected  do  not,  as  a 
rule,  evoke  severe  pain.  Even  injuries  which  involve  the  carlitage, 
examples  of  which  are  frequently  observed  in  prizefiehters  and 
boxers  and  described  in  their  vernacular  as  the  "cauliflower  car" 
(Fig.  66),  in  which  hematomata  <levelop  between  the  layers  of 
cartilage,  are  not  attended  by  severe  pain.  On  the  other  hand.  ,] 
phlegmonous  inllammations  and  herpes  (Tig.  65)  do  give  rise  tu 
considerable  pain  of  a  burning  character.  Under  these  conditions, 
whenever  the  swelling  Involves  the  anterior  and  more  unyielding 
plane  of  the  piima.  more  pain  is  experienced  than  when  the  posterior 
aspect  is  involved,  wherein  the  tissues  are  relatively  Jooser  and 
more  yielding  to  the  inflammatory  infiltrate.  Primary  carcinoma  of 
the  auricle  is  attended  with  excruciating  patn. 

(6)  Pain  in  the  External  Auditory  Meatus.— Traumatism  in- 
volving the  external  meatus,  on  account  (tf  the  resultant  inflam- 
mation and  intiltratinn,  gives  rise  to  severe  pain,  especially  when 
the  swelling  is  of  sufficient  severity  to  cause  pressure. 

Pain  becomes  an  early  symptom  of  external  otitis,  and  varies 
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in  mtensitv  with  tlie  severity  of  the  inflammatory  process.  It  is  the 
diicf  symi>toni  of  the  early  stages  of  furuiiculosis  of  tlie  external 
auditory  canal,  heinj;  aggravated  Ity  the  iiunitlurtion  of  insirii- 
iiicnts,  or  l>y  attempts  to  move  the  phina.  When  attended  with 
swelling  or  edema  oi  the  parts,  the  painful  conditi(jn  becumes 
!ag:gravatcU  by  acts  uf  ina?>ticatian,  yawning,  and  even  by  speaking. 

Tlw  pressure  of  a  foreign  body  and  in  rare  instances  nnpacted 
icertimen  causes  otodynia. 

(I'l  Pain  in  the  Tympanic  Membrane. — In  simple  inflainma- 
linns  involving"  the  menibrana  tympani,  such  as  myringitis,  i^Iight 
pain  may  result,  insuflicicnt  pressure  being  prciscnt  to  give  rise  to 
severe  pain.  Parasites  deposited  upon  or  penclratinj.'  Ihe  drum 
racmbrane  have  been  known  to  cause  severe  pain,  traumatism, 
cither  direct  or  from  concussions,  causes  pain,  especially  when 
sufficient  to  give  rise  to  ccchymosis  or  rupture.  An  mtcnse  pain  is 
produced  during  the  act  of  injury  to  the  drum. 

The  tympanum  is  sensitive  to  touch  or  instrumental  inter- 
ference, and  folU)wing  iiistruini-ntation  pain  may  continue  for  some 
time. 

(rf)  Pain  in  the  Tympanic  Cavity,  the  Eustachian  Tube,  the 
Head  and  the  Neck. — Simple  intlanimations  involving  the  tympanic 
caviiy  and  its  accessories  are  u--.ually  characterized  by  the  presence 
of  pain,  the  exception  being  tuberculous  or  syphilitic  involvement 
On  the  other  hand,  the  more  severe  purulent  inflammations  are 
attended  by  severe,  lancinating  and  ^lllu^^t  unbearable  pain,  which 
is  usually  definitely  located  wiiliin  the  conllnes  of  the  middle  ear. 
Patients  arc  prone  to  indicate  the  location  by  pointing  the  index 
finger  directly  toward  the  external  meatus.  Some  radiation  of  the 
pain  is  occasionally  manifest. 

Caries  involving  the  tympanic  walls  or  adjacent  bony  struc- 
ture* is  sometimes  characterized  by  pain  which  is  of  deep-seated, 
boring  and  stinging  nature,  often  extending  from  the  ear  in  various 
directions,  and  occasionally  hcitig  noted  even  upon  the  opposite 
side. 

When  intracranial  or  sinus  involvement  is  present,  the  pain  is 
referred  to  the  head  rather  than  to  the  car,  and  may  he  diffused 
over  the  entire  skull,  or  localised  in  the  forehead,  the  middle  cerebral 
region,  or  the  occiput,  and  it  manifests  a  tendency  to  nocturnal 
exacerbations.  Otitic  meningitis  and  brain  abscess  arc  character- 
ized by  severe  pain  during  certain  stages. 

When  the  cartilaginous  portion  of  the  F.ustachian  tuhc  is  the 
scat  of  inflammation,  the  altcndant  pain  manifests  a  tendency  to 
radiate,  especially  downward  along  the  neck,  and  is  increased  by 
the  act  of  swallowing  or  by  attempts  to  remove  intranasal  secretion 
by  blowing. 

l^etained  purulent  exudate  induces  the  most  severe  of  all 
types  of  pain.  I'ain  along  the  neck,  radiating  from  the  ear.  is  often 
reflex,  the  causal  factor  being  swollen  and  inflamed  tonsils,  ton- 
sillar ahscc'i'J.  or  parotitic. 

(f)  Pain  in  the  Mastoid  Process.— Both  external  and  internal 
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mflammairtry  prcwresses  invoU-inR  the  mastoid  process  arc  attended 
\}\  varying  degrees  of  pain.  In  traumaiism  and  pcrioatilis  the  pain 
is  considerable,  and  is  always  increased  by  pressure  or  manipula- 
tion of  the  parts.  Ii  is  an  important  symptom  nf  mastoiditis,  which 
is  rarely  absent,  and  is  invariably  aggravated  by  pressure,  especially 
over  the  mastoid  antrum  and  lip.  The  severity  of  the  pain  is  not 
necessarily  in  direct  ratio  to  the  degree  or  extent  of  the  mastoid 
involvement,  and  it  is  sometimes  complained  of  even  in  the  absence 
of  any  demonstrable  inflammation  involving  these  parts.  In  ebumi- 
zation  of  the  mastoid  process,  pain  of  a  sliarp  iniermitient  character 
is  often  noted,  even  after  all  active  pruce^se^i  in  the  mastoid  have 
ceased. 

Acute  empyema  of  the  mastoid  cells  generally  jfivcs  rise  to 
violent  pain. 

After  mastoid  operaiicms.  in  certain  cases,  ilie  patients  com- 
plain of  pain  in  the  mastoid  region.  This  may  eitlier  be  of  a 
ncuralj^'ic  type,  or  from  the  involvement  of  ner\'e  filaments  in  the 
resultant  scar. 

Painful  sensaiicms  arc  conmionly  felt  aboui  ihe  mastoid  proc- 
ess, coincidental  to  atmospheric  changes.  Tlii.s  type  of  pain  is 
persistent  and  has  no  pathological  significance. 

Pain,  on  dec])  pressure  over  the  region  t)f  the  internal  jugular 
vein,  is  an  indication  of  sinus-tltrombosis,  other  symptoms  coin- 
ciding. 

Sensations  akin  lo  pain,  but  usually  described  as  fullness  and 
pressure  within  the  ear.  are  often  observed  in  acute  catarrh  of  the 
Eustachian  tube,  and  in  connection  with  the  entrance  of  mucus 
into  the  tympanic  cavity,  during  the  act  of  violent  blowing  of  the 
nose;  or  from  the  penetration  of  fluid  from  the  nasal  douche  under 
similar  conditions.  In  some  individuals  pain  follows  the  entrance 
of  air  into  the  tympanum  as  a  result  of  politzerization  or  cath- 
eterization. 

(/)  Neuralgic  Pain. — Otodynia  of  neurotic  origin  may  be  re- 
ferred to  altnust  any  [lortion  of  the  auditory  apparatus,  the  mo«t 
common  location  being  within  the  tympanic  cavity.  This  f(»rm  of 
pain  is  commonly  associated  with  hysteria  and  other  functional 
neurotic  disturbances.  Sensory  branches  of  the  trigeminus  and 
glossopharyngeal  nerves  may  be  involvctl.  cither  as  a  restilt  ot 
intrinsic  disease  or  through  a  transmitted  reflex. 

Kanisey  Hunt  ascribes  otalgias  of  the  neuralgic  type  to  affec- 
tions of  the  sensory  system  of  the  seventh  nerve  (nerve  of  Wris- 
berg,  the  geniculate  ganglion  and  the  petrosal  nerves),  claiming 
that  otalgia  bears  the  same  relation  to  the  faci.il  nerve  as  docs 
prosopalgia  to  the  trifacial,  and  that  In  the  facial  nerve  is  to  be 
found  a  sensory  and  reflex  factor  of  great  importance  in  the  inner- 
vation of  the  auditory  mechanism.  He  further  defines  an  idio- 
pathic form  of  otalgia,  reflex  otalgia,  double  reflex  otalgia,  seccwid- 
ary  (herpetic)  otalgia,  tabetic  otalgia  and  reflex  aural  neurosis. 

Dental  caries  or  affections  of  the  tonsillar  or  peritonsillar 
region  are  the  most  potent  causes  of  otitic  neuralgia.    The  i>ain 
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may  be  continuous  or  periodical,  with  remissions  and  exacerba- 
tions. There  is  u>ually  a  marked  tendency  tv  radiation  toward  the 
neck  and  shoulder.  Neuralgic  attacks  located  in  the  auditory  canal 
may  follow  the  entrance  uf  cold  water  or  air  into  the  meatus. 
These  are  sometimes  associated  with  generalized  trigeminal 
neuralj^ia. 

Aural  Discharge,  {ai  From  the  Walls  of  the  External  Canal. 
— \'.irious  dirJcascs  and  injuric?;  involving  the  rxtcrnal  meatus  are 
attended  I>y  discharge,  t-iihcr  of  mucus,  serum,  blood  or  pus. 

Herpes,  lupus,  circumscribed  and  diflfuse  otitis  externa,  otomy- 
cosis, foreign  bodies,  and  ceriain  f<irms  of  eczema,  arc  often  attended 
by  discharges  of  mucus  or  serum,  which  is  sometimes  streaked  with 
blood. 

Hemorrhage  from  the  canal  walls  is  uncommon  and  occurs  in 
connection  with  traumatism,  otitis  externa  li-Tmorrhagica,  vicarious 
aural  hemorrhage,  and  from  the  ulcerations  of  malignant  growth'*. 

I'us  di-^cliarge  arises  chietly  from  the  rupture  of  furuncles 
in  the  meatus,  or  from  fisiuUms  upcnings  caused  by  burrowing 
abscesses  in  the  parotid  or  lymph  glands,  or  from  the  mastoid 
process. 

(6)  From  the  Tympanic  Cavity. — The  chief  source  of  aural 
discharge  is  found  in  the  various  diseases  and  injuries  which  involve 
ihc  t\mpanic  cavity,  ibc  otorrhea  consisting  of  mucus,  scrum, 
blood  and  pus.  The  mode  of  exit  is  either  through  the  riustaeliian 
lube  to  the  pliaryux.  or  through  the  e.ttenial  auditory  canal,  as  a 
result  of  rupture  or  paracentesis  of  the  membrana  tympani. 

Violent  inflammation  of  the  tympanic  cavity  occasionally 
induces  blood  extravasations  into  the  walls  of  the  drum  mcmlirane 
in  the  form  of  blebs. 

Traumatism  of  the  drum,  both  direct  and  from  concussion,  is 
usually  attended  by  hemorrhage. 

Hemorrhage  from  the  vessels  of  the  tympanic  cavity  or  its 
adjacent  structures,  vascular  neoplasms,  aural  polypi,  iutratympanic 
granulation  tissue,  or  from  the  middle  ear  in  general,  is  of  compara- 
tive frequency,  .■\nothcr  source  of  aural  hemorrhage  is  observed 
In  fractures  at  the  ba*e  of  the  skull,  especially  when  involving  the 
petrous  portion  of  the  temporal  bone.  Extensive  fractures 
Ihrough  (he  labyrinth  sometimes  permit  the  escape  of  cerebrospinal 
fluid  from  the  external  meatus. 

intratympariic  serous  exudates  arc  usually  either  absorbed  or 
escape  Ihrough  the  Eustachian  tube,  except  when  perforations 
already  exist  or  nipture  results  from  pressure.  Otopyorrhea  is  an 
important  symptom  of  acute  and  chronic  purulent  otitis  media, 
with  tlieir  various  complications.  The  bacteriological  characteris- 
tics of  pus  are  described  in  Chapter  V. 

Ear  discharge,  besides  the  above  characteristics,  is  odorous, 
or  nnn-<.idorou?. 

^fucous.  seropurulcnt,  or  hemorrhagic  discharge  usually  is  non- 
odorous.  Purulency,  unless  of  very  short  duration,  is  usually 
malodorous. 
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The  fetid  discharges  seen  so  often  in  the  longer  standing 
otorrheas  is  due  to  tlie  chemical  degenerations  of  the  bony  elements. 
It  is  almost  pathognomonic  of  bune  necrosis. 

Temperature. — r'ever  is  a  cummun  symptom  of  phlegmonous 
inflammatory  processes  involving  either  tlie  external  or  middle  ear. 
Foreign  bodies,  wliether  in  tlie  external  meatus  or  embedded  in  the 
deeper  tissues,  may  indirectly  produce  fever  as  the  result  of  attend- 
ant inflammation.  Acute  inflammation  in^■olving  the  tympanic 
cavity,  whether  catarrhal  or  purulent,  is  attended  by  more  or  less 
fever,  especially  in  young  cliildren. 

The  temperature  of  sucli  inflammation,  however,  is  variable, 
and  its  absence  is  sometimes  noted.  Retention  of  pus  in  the  tym- 
panic cavity  usually  results  in  sufficient  absorption  to  produce 
elevation  of  temperature. 

Temperature  variations  in  acute  aural  afTections  are  rarely 
pathognomonic,  even  when  serious  complications  develop,  with  the 
exception  of  infection  of  the  venous  sinuses.  Higher  temperatures 
invariably  prevail  in  the  aural  affections  of  infants  and  young  chil- 
dren than  in  adults,  but  a  high  temperature,  unattended  by  other 
aural  symptoms,  slidiild  never  be  considered  sufficient  ground  for 
diagnosis  nf  aural  disease,  and  under  these  circumstances,  until  all 
the  other  possible  causal  faclurs  have  been  eliminated,  no  operative 
interference  sliould  be  atteni|)ted. 

High  temperature,  alternating  with  chills,  associated  with 
either  acute  or  clironic  purulent  otitis  media,  indicates  a  pyemic  or 
metastatic  process,  and  should  always  direet  the  attention  of  the 
observer  to  inv()lvement  of  the  venous  sinuses. 

Fluctuations  in  temperature,  such  as  are  sometimes  present 
in  purulent  otitis,  are  characteristic  of  septic  processes  in  general 
with  a  tendency  to  persist  until  the  jius  flow  ceases. 

E^r  Cough. — A  peculiar  spasmodic  cough  of  reflex  origin  is 
often  produced  t)y  the  iiUroduction  of  aural  specula  and  other 
instruments  into  the  external  auditory  canal,  and  it  usually  persists 
for  a  few  seconds  subsequent  to  the  removal  of  the  instruments. 
A  similar  cough  is  occasionally  induced  by  the  pressure  of  impacted 
cerumen,  foreign  liodies  and  swellings,  in  whicli  it  is  persistent  and 
alarming,  on  account  nf  the  suspicion  which  is  aroused  that  some 
serious  pulmonary  or  cardiac  disease  is  present. 


CHAPTER  VII. 
GENERAL  DIAGNOSIS  OF  EAR  DISEASES. 

Only  diagnostic  points  of  general  significance  are  discussed  in 
this  chapter.  The  diagnosis  of  each  aural  affection  will  be  fully- 
described  in  the  chapters  on  these  diseases. 

In  examining  the  external  ear  it  is  important  to  note  its  size, 
its  position,  the  surroundings  of  its  insertion,  the  configuration  of 
the  concha,  the  orifice  of  the  external  auditory  canal,  the  lumen  of 
the  canal,  and  the  condition  of  its  integument  (I'ig.  61). 

Otoscopic  examination,  the  technique  of  which  is  fully  de- 
scribed and  illustrated  in  Chapter  II,  includes  a  minute  inspection 
of  the  external  auditory  canal,  tlie'membrana  tympani,  the  malleus, 
and  any  portion  of  the  tympanic  cavity  which  may  be  visible 
through  a  perforation  of  the  memljrana  tympani,  in  the  given  case. 

Familiarity  with  the  anatomical  topography  of  the  region 
examined,  and  the  normal  appearances,  is  a  necessary  adjunct  to 
correct  otoscopic  diagnosis.  A  brief  anatomical  resume  is  therefore 
given  here. 

The  external  auditory  canal  is  composed  of  a  cartilaginous  and 
an  osseous  portion,  joining  at  an  obtuse  angle,  the  outer  or  carti- 
laginous portion  being  the  longer,  measuring  aI>out  21  nlm.  in 
length,  and  the  inner  or  osseous  portion  averaging  about  14  mm. 
in  length. 

Obviously  the  osseous  portion  admits  of  neither  mobility  nor 
dilatation;  the  cartilaginous  portion,  however,  being  a  part  of  the 
auricle  proper,  admits  of  considerable  motion  in  all  directions,  and 
dilatation  is  attainable  to  a  slight  degree.  Tlie  auricle  must  be  so 
manipulated  as  to  render  the  meatus  as  straight  as  possible  in  order 
successfully  to  inspect  the  deeper  portion  of  the  canal  and  of  the 
membrana  tympani  (Fig.  10). 

There  are  various  developmental  stages  of  the  external  audi- 
tory meatus,  and.  also,  individual  peculiarities,  both  as  to  size  and 
direction.  In  infants  under  one  year  of  age  the  walls  of  the  audi- 
tory meatus  are  more  readily  separated  by  pulling  the  concha 
outward  and  downward,  in  adult  life  the  auditory  meatus  is 
brought  more  nearly  to  a  direct  line  by  pulling  the  concha  in  a 
backward,  outward  and  upward  direction.  It  is  sometimes  possible 
in  adults  to  obtain  a  satisfactory  view  of  the  entire  auditory  meatus 
and  even  the  membrana  tympani,  without  the  insertion  of  a  specu- 
lum. Individual  peculiarities  often  necessitate  cliangea  in  the 
direction  of  traction  in  order  to  compensate  for  curvatures  in  the 
cartilaginous  portion  or  abnormal  direction  in  the  osseous  canal. 
In  children  the  entire  external  meatus  is  practically  straight  and 
little  or  no  traction  is  necessary.     In  infants,  as  a  result  of  the 

(61) 


62 


CEMERAL  CONSIDERATIONS. 


absence  of  tlic  osseous  portion,  the  superior  and  inferior  canal  walls 
are  usuativ  i"  contact. 

The  Membrana  Tympani.— The  inner  extremity  or  fundus  of 
the  external  auUitury  meatus  is  made  up  of  the  membrana  tympani, 
which  assumes  an  oblique  position,  being  so  located  that  its  postero- 
snivcriiir  atiadiment  is  nearest  to  the  external  W(»rld  (.Fig.  103). 

In  examining  the  drum  membrane  its  relative  position,  form, 
color,  inclination,  curvature,  thickness,  and  light  reflex  are  to  be 
determined. 

In  contour  ihc  normal  drum  membrane  ii^  a  somewhat  pear- 
shaped  oval  (I'ig.  ion.  The  diameter  is  from  H  to  10  mm.  It  is 
sufficiently  indrawn  toward  the  umbo  to  render  it  concave,  the 
concavity  being  somewhat  relieved  by  the  position  nf  the  .short 
process  of  the  malleus.  The  irregularity  of  its  surface  and  the 
impress  of  the  malleus  from  behind  enable  one  to  locate  certain 
typical  landmarks.  Of  these  the  color  of  the  membrane,  the 
presence  of  the  short  and  tlic  long  processes  of  the  malleus,  the 
position  of  the  anterior  and  the  po^'tcrior  folds,  the  umbo,  and  the 
light  reflex  are  the  rhjcf  landmarks.  ■ 

The  most  prominent  landmark,  and  the  one  usually  firs!  sotight  " 
for.  is  the  short  process   (Fig.   102).     It  is  located  near  the  upper 
periphery,  at  the  junction  of  the  anterior  and  pi>stcrior  folds,  pro- 
jecting into  the  lumen  of  the  external  auditory  canal,  under  cover 
of  the  drum  membrane,  in  the  shape  of  a  minute  yellowish-white 
button.     The  long  process   (l*ig.   lOi)   extends  dciwnward  and  back- 
ward from  the  short  process,  tcrminaiing  in  the  lower  half  of  the 
tympanic  membrane  in   the  form  of  a   ^Inall  disk,   which   is  tt-rmetl 
the   umbow     At   the   umbo   the  apex   of   the   light   rcHcx   will   he 
observed    (Fig.    102).   gradually    broadening   ami    entcniiing   tovrard 
the  anterior  inferior  periphery,  the  cone  normally  aj»iiuwNip  ffftr"^ 
shape  of  an  equilntcral  triangle.     \'ariatinns  in  the  lustre  of  the 
drum   membrane  are  of   marked   diagnostic   significant*.     Disap- 
pearance  of  or  any  alteration  in  the  light  ^ctTe^    (Fig.    101)  is  an  ^ 
indication  of  pathological  changes  in  the  drum  membrane.  V 

The  anterior  and  posterior  folds  extend  from  the  short  process, 
the  anterior  forward  and  slightly  upward,  and  the  posterior  back- 
ward and  sliglitly  upward,  serving  a.s  the  dividing  line  between 
the  membrana  llaccida  and  the  membrana  tensa  (Fig.  102) 

The  color  of  the  normal  drum  membrane,  as  seen  in  the  living 
subject,  is  pearly  white,  but  i.s  admissible  of  rather  wide  \-ariations, 
dependent  upon  the  source  of  illuminaiion  an<l  the  condition  of  the 
tympanic  cavity.  The  color  al.so  varies  with  age,  from  a  milky 
white  in  the  child,  due  to  prepnndcrance  of  epidermal  structures,  to 
a  neutral  gray,  mixed  with  a  faint  tinge  of  violet  or  light  brownish  ■ 
yellow,  in  the  adult.     In  old  age  it  returns  to  the  whitish  color.        ^ 

In  labyrinthine  and  auditory  nerve  deafness,  when  uncom- 
plicated by  middle-car  disease,  the  membrana  t>mpant  may  be 
normal  in  position  and  appearance. 

Obstacles  to  Otoscopic  Diagnosis.^. An  otoscnpic  examination 
in  a  lai^e  meatus  containing  no  debris,  exostoses,  defomrities  or 
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swellings  is  not  a  dilTicuU  prnce<lure.  Epithelial  dt^bris  or  tnasses 
of  cerumen  lying  upon  the  walU  of  the  external  auditory  meatus 
ar«  liable  to  impinge  upon  the  distal  end  of  the  speculum  and 
obstruct  the  view.  Another  cunimon  obstruction  is  found  in  bulg- 
ing of  any  portion  of  the  external  meatal  wall  into  its  lumen,  denot- 
ing intihralion.  exostosis,  or  ab'^cens  ( Kig.  ^iS)  of  the  canal.  Kxos- 
toscs  always  ari^c  from  the  os<ieous  canal  wall  and  are  hard  to  the 
touch  of  the  pri->t>c  (Tig.  9"t.  Abnormally  small  and  tortuous 
canals  are  ,iomctimes  encountered,  requiring  the  use  of  specially 
long  specida  of  small  calibre  in  order  lo  inspect  the  deeper  por- 
tions. The  pressure  nf  the  aural  ^^peculum  sometimes  induces 
rcdcx  cough,  the  avoidance  of  which  is  rendered  possible  by  careful 
and  gentle  manipulation. 


IHg.  36,— l-altr:il  vii-w  of  the  lympanti'  cavity  unil  ilruiii  iiiciiibranf', 
with  k«y  platv.  Tlic  illii^raiioii  sliows  (1.  2\  ni:irk<r<l  rctraakni  u(  both 
the-  intrnor  and  stiiK'Hnr  (]iia<]rants  of  the  dnim  iitfRibntn^  aiul  (3>  marked 
pronimcmx  »(  the  >liorl  proccw. 

Pathological   Changes   in    the   Mcmbrana    Tympani. — Certain 

pathological  changes  in  the  dimni  nu-mlirane  prnduci.'  alterations  in 
its  appearance  which  arc  closely  related  to  the  general  diagnosis  of 
ear  afTcctiou':. 

(a)  Hyperemia. — The  hyperemic  drum  is  characterized  by  a 
local  ilislenlioii  of  the  blood-ve^^el!^  ( l'*ig.  lOCt).  tho^e  about  the 
manubrium  and  around  the  periphery  being  usually  involved. 
When  hyperemic,  the  numerous  ana<itonioscs  about  The  periphery 
give  to  the  membrane  the  appearance  of  being  surrounded  by  a  red 
ring  which  extends  outward  into  the  canal,  often  obliterating  the 
t)-mpanic  boundaries.  In  severe  hyperemia  the  entire  membrane 
prePcntR  a  brig)u-red  appearance.  A  typical  hyps'remia  is  often 
observed  after  vigorous  douching  for  the  removal  of  impacted 
cerumen,  or  from  accidentally  touching  it  with  probe  or  cotton 
carrier. 

(6)  Ecchymosis. — I^xtravasalions  of  blood  between  the  layers 
of  the  tympanic  membrane  usually  occur  in  the  form  of  dark-red 
dots  or  streaks,  and  these  cannot  always,  be  differentiated  from 
1  hemorrhages  of  the  mucosa  (Hg.  132). 

(f)  Anomalie*  of  Curvature. — {Increasing  concavity,  convex- 
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ity.  retraction,  almormat  thickening).  In  parlial  convexity  of  tfie" 
tympanic  nieinl'rane,  circumMjribed  portions  appear  sunken  or  re- 
tracted and  sunicwhat  fiiniiel-shapcd  I  I'ig.  36).  Marked  retraction 
of  the  anterior  segment  alone  is  often  partially  masked  by  the 
anterior  surface  of  the  malleus  handle.  Marked  retraction  of  the 
cniirc  tympanic  membrane  with  the  handle  of  the  malleus  bound 
down  by  adhesions  (Kip.  37)  gives  an  appearance  which  is  some- 
times mistaki-n  fctr  destruction  of  the  drum  membrane,  with  dtrrma- 
tizatiun  of  the  tympanic  cavity.  Variations  in  the  position  of  the 
malleus  handle  cause  considerable  variety  of  abnormal  reflections 
and  curvatures  to  the  drum  membrane.  Retraction  of  the  drum 
membrane  gives  undue  prominence  to  the  manubrium.  The  appar- 
ent prominence  is  sometimes  noticeable  even  when  the  manubrium 
is  indrawn  and  foreshortened.  Retraction  of  a  normal  or  atrophic 
drum  brings  to  view  various  intratj-m panic  structures,  notably  the 


FiK-  ^.—Marked  retraction  of  the  drum  immbranc.  showing  contact  of 
the  foreahonencd  manabriiim  with  the  pmmoniory. 


long  process  of  the  incns,  the  incudostapedial  joint,  and  the  promon- 
tory. Retraction  always  give^  prominence  to  the  short  process  of 
the  malleus,  and  \\hcn  the  manubrium  is  sinmllaneously  fore- 
shortened the  projection  of  the  short  process  pulls  the  anterior  and 
posterior  fidds  into  plain  view  (Tig.  38).  Inflammatory  thickening 
of  the  drum  memlirane  alters  or  obliterates  the  normal  landmarks. 
Commencing  with  the  alteration  in  color,  the  light  reflex,  umbo, 
manubrium,  and  sonieiinies  the  short  process  become  lost  to  view 
in  the  inflammatory  exudate. 

(d)  Solution  of  continuity  of  one  or  more  layers  of  the  mcm- 
brana  tympanj  i rupture):  Convexity  or  displacement  of  the  mem- 
brane outward  is  coniniunly  termed  bulging.  When  convexity  or 
bulging  involves  a  single  tympanic  segment,  whether  anterior  or 
posterior,  the  remaining  segment  has  the  appearance  of  marked 
concavity.  When  the  entire  tympanic  membrane  becomes  convex 
the  influence  of  the  mannlirium  in  holding  that  portion  of  the  mem- 
brane covering  it  in  place  causes  it  to  lie  apparently  in  a  furrow 
of  the  membrane.  Rulging  involving  the  posterosupcrior  segment 
changes  the  entire  appearance  of  the  tympanic  portion  of  the  canal, 
obliterating  its  oval  proportions  and  narrowing  it.s  diameter  from 
above  downward,   and   partially   obscuring   the  anterior   segment 
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(Fig.  126).  This  condition,  wlicn  accompanied  by  violent  inflam- 
mation and  stasis,  is  sometimes  mistaken  for  granulations. 

Sudden  acute  inllammation  involving  the  tympanic  membrane 
occasionally  gives  rise  to  ilie  formation  of  blebs  or  extravasations 
into  the  membrane,  which  eventually  break  down  and  rupture 
either  outward  or  inward,  with  or  without  the  formation  of  a 
complete  perforation  (IHg.  122). 

((?)  Perforations  and  Cicatrization. — Perforations  of  tbe  tym- 
panic membrane  are  variable  both  in  size  and  location.  The  dis- 
covery of  perioral  ions  is  never  difficult  to  the  experienced,  but  to 
the  casual  observer  they  often  escape  notice.  Large  pcrforation.s 
with  well-defined  borders,  where  no  granulations  or  adhesions  exist. 
are  easily  demonstrable  (Tig.  -Wj.  When  the  whole  drum  is  absent 
the  fundus  of  Ihe  canal  appears  more  distant  from  the  eye  and 


Fig.  38.— L-iiltfii  vit;v  of  the  tympanic  cavity,  drum  memhrane  and 
bony  mcalus,  with  key  plait.  Thi:  illuiitraluiii  .slmwa  (1)  tiiarkrd  rdrac- 
tloD  <if  the  nicmbr.-i[ia  tympani;  (2)  fort-slturtciiini;  uf  the  lonii  |>ro(.-f$s  of 
the  malleus;  (3)  prominence  of  lh<'  posterior  fold;  (4)  undue  promi- 
nence of  the  short  process. 


the  outlines  of  the  intratympanic  structures  become  visible.  Old 
perforations,  especially  when  they  have  become  healed  or  are 
bound  down  at  tlie  edges  by  adhesions,  can  only  l>e  seen  iJi»on  close 
inspection.  Small  perforations  in  the  mcnibrana  flaccida  above  the 
short  proccs.s  arc  generally  ovcrlnokcd,  unless  the  examiner  ha- 
bitually observes  the  entire  peripheral  attachment  of  the  drum.  If 
doubtful  as  to  whether  perforations  exist  the  Siegel  otoscope  (Fig. 
26)  shonid  be  employed,  and  the  membrane  carcfnlly  observed 
Mfhen  suction  is  made.  This  serves  the  double  purpose  of  deter- 
mining whether  the  drum  membrane  is  adherent  to  the  promontory 
or  lateral  tj'mpanic  walls,  and  the  presence  of  perforations.  If  no 
movement  is  apparent,  and  no  perforation  borders  come  into  view 
during  suction,  it  may  be  assumed  that  the  drum  is  wholly  or 
partially  absent.  In  chronic  purulent  cases  with  continuous  dis- 
charge, granulations  are  usually  present  and  are  prone  to  fill  and 
obscure  Ihe  perforation  aperture.  In  the  acute  stage  the  accotn- 
panying  inflammation  gives  rise  to  marked  reddening  and  swelling. 
Perforations   resulting   from    traumatism   are   at    first   linear    but 
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become  ova!  after  a  lime,  and  with  less  reddening  and  swelling  of 
the  parts.  Close  observation  of  the  margins  uf  perforations  reveals 
the  fact  that  they  arc  almost  invariably  red.  | 

Perforations  usually  occur  singly,  but  multiple  perforations  in 
the  same  drum  membrane  (Tig.  1/5)  are  occasionally  obser\'ed, 
cspcciallv  in  cases  of  tuberciilmis  and  syphilitic  origin. 

Perforations  may  remain  unhealed  long'  after  the  cesfiation  of 
the  purulent  discliarge.  Nature's  method  seems  to  varj'  as  to  the 
process  of  healing.  Commonly  over  a  large  perforation  will  appear 
a  thin  lilm  of  new  fnrmaiion,  while  at  the  same  time  the  margins 
remain  clearly  outlined  even  though  thickened  and  sclerosed.  The 
atrophic  appearance  and  transparent  quality  of  the  new  formation 
is  explained  bv  the  absence  of  the  substantia  propria  in  the  scar 
tissue.  Upon  mspection  the  .scar  presents  a  darker  appearance  than 
normal,  and  the  various  parts  of  the  tympanic  cavity  may  be  seen 


Fig.  39. — I^rge  porforaiion  of  iht  ntembrana  lynipani.  The  malleus 
handle  »  attached  to  the  promontory  by  adhesions.  The  illustration  also 
shows  mitlinc  of  round  window. 


with  more  or  less  distinctness.  The  scar  tissue  may  be  so  delicate 
as  to  give  the  impression  that  noihing  intervenes  between  the  eye 
and  the  tympanic  cavity,  and  is,  therefore,  often  mistaken  for  the 
perforation,  .^t  times  ihe  perforation  scar  has  an  unusually  glisten- 
ing surface.  The  margins  of  the  scar  are  generally  sharply  differ- 
entiated from  the  rest  of  the  tympanic  membrane,  but  occasionally 
they  merge  into  it  gradually.  In  other  instances  the  closing  of  the 
perforations  is  accomplished  by  a  variety  of  cicatrices,  the  most 
common  form  being  those  in  which  the  margins  of  the  perforation 
become  attached  and  held  firmly  to  the  walls  of  the  tympanic  cavity 
by  cicatricial  bands.  Continued  purulent  exudate,  with  large  per- 
forations nf  the  tympanic  membrane,  may  finally  become  localized, 
leaving  the  remaining  portion  of  the  membrane  comparatively 
normal.  In  other  cases  the  destruction  may  be  .■io  extensive  as  to 
Involve  the  entire  drum,  togeiher  with  portions  of  the  tympanic 
walls,  leaving  the  surfaces  rough  and  uneven  in  appearance,  often 
complicated  by  the  development  of  extensive  sclerosis,  with  almost 
complete  obliteration  of  the  normal  anatomical  outlines.  Occa- 
sionally scattered  red  spots  devoid  of  epidermis,  or  yellowish  disks 
due  to  a  colloid  deposit,  or  calcareous  plaques  appear  in  the 
sclerosed  tissue  ( !'ig.  114). 
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Circumscriticd  alrophy  involving  portions  of  the  tympanic 
membrane  is  rec()j;ntzecl  by  a  somewhat  darker  coloration  and  an 
apparent  nmbilicstion.  In  extensive  atrophy  involving  the  greater 
portion  of  tlic  membrane  it  presents  an  almost  transparent  appear- 
ance. Very  frequently  the  irregular  reflected  light  gives  it  tlie 
appearance  of  a  piece  of  crumpled  tissue  pa])cr  (Schwartze).  True 
atrophy  of  the  tympaTiJc  membrane  is  diftercntiated  from  cicatriza- 
tion by  it&  general  cliaracter  and  indistinct  boundaries  as  compared 
with  the  sharper  outlines  of  a  scar  margin.  As  a  rule  the  study  of 
the  tympanic  pirlurc  enables  one  to  clearly  dilTerenliate  between 
these  conditions. 

The  Tympanic  Cavity. — Certain  portions  of  the  tympanic 
cavity  are  visible  when  large  perforations  are  present.  Exposed 
ossicles,  the  promontory,  the  oval  and  round  windows,  and  the 
pyramid  are  the  parts  commonly  seen.  T.mirc  absence  of  the  drum 
membrane  and  o-tsiclc-i  expo-^es  the  tympanic  orifice  oi  the  Husta- 
cliian  tube  and  a  small  portion  of  the  epitympanic  space.  Small 
mirrors  have  been  devised  for  inspecting  other  portions  of  the 
tympanic  cavity,  hut  they  have  proven  of  no  practical  benefit.  The 
small  curved  silver  probe  of  flartman  {Fig.  3),  carefully  and 
delicately  manipulated,  enables  the  observer  to  determine  granula- 
tions, carious  or  necrotic  ti.ssuc  in  this  region  by  the  sense  of  touch. 

Th«  Mastoid  Process. — Inspection  of  the  mastoid  process  is 
usually  limited  lu  il^  external  covering.  Limited  upporlunitics  for 
inspecting  the  internal  portions  are  made  possible  only  through 
large  fistulous  openings.  Hyperemia  and  swelling  of  the  external 
coverings  of  the  mastoid  proces.'i  when  present  are  not  difficult 
of  demonstration.  In  mastoiditis  with  postauricular  swelling  and 
occasionally  as  a  result  of  enormous  furuncles  involving  the  pos- 
terior wall,  the  concha  assumes  a  position  almost  at  riglit  angles 
to  the  head,  indicating  extensive  periosteal  involvement.  Post- 
anricular  swellings  in  the  very  young  are  almost  invariably  the 
result  of  purulent  mastoiditis.  In  the  adult  they  may  be  indicative 
of  sinus  in^nlvcinent.  especially  when  the  surrounding  tissues  are 
edematous  (Kopetzky). 

The  Eustachian  Tube. — The  only  visible  portion  of  the  Eusta- 
chian tube  is  its  pharyngeal  oritice.  In  rare  instances  obstruction 
in  the  pharyngeal  orifice  may  be  demonstrated  by  ocular  inspection 
by  means  of  the  pharyngeal  mirror.  The  diagnosis  of  Eustachian 
obstruction  and  stenosis  is  determined  only  by  means  of  the  bougie 
(Fig.  25 1.  It  occasionally  becomes  possible  to  use  the  bougie 
through  large  membranous  perforations,  entering  the  lube  through 
the  auditory  meatus.  The  method  employed  for  this  purpose 
requires  a  slightly  twisting  motion  given  to  the  probe. 

Auscultation. — Middle-car  auscultation  possesses  considerable 
value,  especially  in  determining  the  condition  of  the  Eustachian 
lube,  and  it  is  accomplished  by  means  of  a  combination  of  ordinary 
catheterization  in  combination  with  ihe  diagnostic  tube,  properly 
termed  the  otoscone  (Fig.  31).  Auscultation  is  of  doubtful  relia- 
bility for  detcrtnining  conditions  prevailing  in  the  tympanic  cavity. 
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Under  normal  conditions  an  air  current  lildwn  througli  ttic  catheter 
and  Eustachian  tube  into  the  lynipanic  cavity  transmits  a  rather 
low-pitched,  soft,  smooth,  unbroken  bruit,  free  from  roughness, 
bubbling  or  whistHng.  Stenosis  of  the  tube,  whether  pariial  or 
complete,  communicates  a  high-pitched,  irregular,  sharp  bruit, 
sometimes  lM.*coininK  almost  a  whittle.  Afier  dilatation,  whether 
by  means  of  continuous  pressure  of  air  or  by  means  of  the  bougie,' 
the  air  a^ain  rushes  into  the  tympanic  cavity  with  a  full,  smootli 
sound.  The  character  of  the  sound  may  be  considerably  affected 
by  the  condition  of  the  tympanic  membrane.  A  tense  membrane 
gives  a  sljarper  tone,  whereas  the  tone  is  much  softened  by  a 
yielding  membrane.  When  membranous  perforations  exist  the 
air  current  prtKluces  a  plainly  audible  whistling  bruit  as  it  passes, 
through  the  gap  in  the  auditory  canal.  I'erforaiion  whistles  are' 
heard  for  a  considerable  distance  from  the  patient.  Whenever 
there  is  pus  or  other  secretion  in  the  Kustachian  tube  the  current 
of  air  produces  a  bubbling  or  rattling  sound.  Absence  of  such 
rattling  sounds  may  not  always  he  taken  as  conclusive  proof 
that  the  £ustachi»n  tube  and  tympanic  cavity  are  free  from 
secretion,  inasmuch  as  it  has  been  shown  that  rather  smooth 
sounds  may  be  heard  even  when  the  outer  portion  of  the  tube 
and  tympanic  cavity  arc  more  or  less  fdled  with  tenacious- secre-i 
tion.  Explosive  sounds  are  produced  by  inflammation  when  thei 
tubal  walls  are  collapsed.  The  same  cliaracter  of  bruit  is  trans- 
mitted when  the  tympanic  membrane  is  partially  or  wholly  in  con- 
tact with  the  internal  tympanic  wall.  The  tympanic  membrane 
has  been  known  to  rupture  as  a  result  uf  the  impact  of  the  air  cur- 
rent applied  wjih  undue  force,  in  which  instance  a  loud  explosive 
sound  would  be  transmitted. 

Absence  of  auscultatory  bruit  results  from  incorrect  position 
of  the  catheter  or  of  the  aural  tips  of  the  diagnostic  tube,  ft  also 
results  from  various  forms  of  tubal  obstruction,  such  as  extensive 
adhesions  of  the  tubal  walls,  foreign  bodies  in  the  tubal  canal,  or 
possibly  complete  clogging  of  the  tympanic  cavity  with  masses  of 
exudates. 

Whenever  inflation  is  induced  by  the  Valsalva  method  certain 
auscultatory  sounds  may  be  heard  which  do  not  originate  from  the 
tube  or  middle  ear  but  are  transmitted  from  the  nasopharynx. 

Both  ears  should  invariably  be  inspected  at  the  preliminary 
examination  of  the  patient,  even  though  but  one  is  complained  of. 
For  years  the  author  has  made  use  of  the  expression  "Always 
examine  the  other  ear"  in  his  lectures  to  students.  Even  though 
the  opposite  ear  is  normal,  its  inspection  is  helpful  by  way  of  com- 
parison. In  a  large  proportion  of  cases  of  chronic  affections  both 
ears  are  involved.  Retained  cerumen  is  bilateral  as  a  rule,  but  the 
patient  may  complain  only  of  the  ear  in  which  it  has  become 
impacted.  A  patient's  declaration  that  he  has  never  .suflfered  from 
abscess  of  the  middle  ear  is  not  always  reliable,  inasmuch  as  such 
statements  are  often  disproved  by  the  presence  of  old  perfora- 
tion cicatrices  in  the  drum  membrane. 
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Lumbar  Puncture. — From  the  standpoint  of  the  otologist  and 
the  rhinologiflt  lumbar  puncture  possesses  both  a  diagnostic  and 
therapeutic  value. 

Diagnostic  Value. — Since  Corning*  published  his  monograph 
upon  lumbar  puncture,  the  procedure  has  become  widely  known, 
Quincke  introduced  it  into  the  realm  of  diagnosis  in  1891-1892.  From 
that  time  until  the  present  day  over  150  monographs  and  reports 
upon  this  subject  have  appeared  in  m?dical  literature.  Kopctzky- 
has  classifted  ihe  essential  points  in  the  technique  of  the  examination 
of  the  cerebrospinal  fluid  and  outlined  ilie  diagnostic  and  therapeu- 
tic value  of  the  procedure,  and  lii:*  classiticalion,  comment!*  and 
references  are  as  f«jllows; — 

In  the  examination  of  the  cerebrotipinal  fluid  the  following 
points  are  to  be  noted:  (O  The  pressure  under  which  it  is  obtained. 
(2)  Its  coloration  (chromodiagnosis).  (3)  The  bacteriological 
findings.  (4)  Cytodiagtiosis.  (5)  The  chemical  examination.  ^6) 
Cryoscopy  of  tlie  fiuiil. 

Pressure. — The  spurt  of  the  fluid  and  the  height  of  its  curve 
while  being  withdrawn  gives  a  fairly  accurate  idea  of  tlie  degree  of 
pressure,  depending,  however,  upon  the  position  assumed  by  the 
patient,  the  cardiac  pulsalion  and  respiratory  activity.  Quincke  ha.s 
observed  a  rise  of  pressure  in  persons  with  grave  intlammatory  condi- 
tions like  tulwrculous  meningitis  and  tumors  of  the  brain,  the  highest 
records  resulting  in  tuberculous  meningitis  and  acute  hydroceph- 
alus. Slow  exit  of  the  fluid  is  an  indication  of  hypotonia.  Heiman 
advocates  the  employment  of  a  manometer  for  estimating  the  degree 
of  pressure. 

Color. — Mormally  the  cerebrospinal  fluid  is  clear  and  trans- 
parent. The  patholijgical  or  accidental  mixture  with  blood  or 
micro-organisms  produces  a  decided  change.  The  presence  of 
leucocytes  is  prone  to  give  rise  to  a  characteristic  turbid  appear- 
ance. The  variations  in  color  are  usually  from  the  normal  clear 
transparent  fluid  to  a  cloudy  yellow.  In  acute  bacterial  meningitis 
3  well-delined  purulent  appearance  is  given. 

The  fluid  is  prone  to  lie  clear  in  chronic  meningitis,  and  usually 
is  the  same  in  the  tuberculous  variety. 

Bacteriological  Findings. — lixtensive  investigations  have  been 
made  in  regard  to  the  various  niicro-fjrganisnis  %vhicli  have  been 
found.  Of  these  nearly  all  forms  have  been  differentiated,  some- 
times occurring  as  mixed  infections  while  others  are  monobacterial. 
Diplococci  arc  common  in  meningeal  inflammations.  Weichsel- 
baum's  diplococcus  intracellularis  is  now  the  accepted  exciting 
cau<;e  of  cerebrospinal  meningitis,  and  when  found  in  the  cere- 
brospinal fluid  cstablishei*  a  diagnosis. 

The  bacteriological  tests  may  be  by  direct  examination  or  by 
cultures  and  animal  inoculations,  the  latter,  however,  us\ial]y  requir- 
ing too  long  a  period  of  time  when  the  dangerous  character  of  the 
affection  is  taken  into  consideration. 

»  New  York  Mctlieal  Journal.  1885. 
*  Surgery  of  the  Ear,  p.  309. 
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Among  the  pathogenic  organisms  which  have  been  isolated 
from  the  cerebrospinal  fluid  arc:  the  staphylococcus,  streptococcus, 
Fraenkei's  and  Weichselbaum's  pncumococcus,  the  Ebcrt  bacillus, 
the  colon  bacillus,  ihe  tubercle  bacillus.  The  tubercle  bacillus  is 
demonstrated  only  with  considerable  difficulty.  Kroenig  attributes 
the  failure  to  an  imperfect  centrifugatiou  or  poor  slain,  thus 
emphasizing  his  belief  in  the  possibility  of  demonstrating  tubercle 
bacilli  in  all  cases  of  tuberculous  meningitis.  A  negative  result 
may  not  necessarily  prove  the  absence  of  pathogenic  bacteria  in  the 
fluid  for  the  principal  reason  that  in  such  cases  the  medullary  canal 
has  not  shared  in  the  inflammatory  process. 

Cytodiagnosts. — This  term  is  employed  to  describe  the  histo- 
logical investigation  of  the  cellular  elements  contained  in  the  cere- 
brospinal lluid. 

Lymphocytosis  of  the  cerebrospinal  lluid  is  believed  to  indicate 
the  presence  of  meningeal  irritation,  which  may  or  may  not  be 
purulent  meningitis.  Lymphocytosis  is  especially  marked  in  chronic 
meningeal  affections  (tabes,  multiple  sclerosis,  syphilis  and  tuber- 
culous meningitis). 

Poljrnucleosis  indicates  acute  meningeal  irritation — for  instance, 
meningitis  of  pncumococcus,  staphylococcus  or  meningococcus 
origin.  In  tliis  form  the  cerebrospinal  fluid  contains  polyiiuclcar 
leucocytes  in  sufHcient  quantity  to  produce  a  cloudy  appearance. 
These  tend  to  decrease  as  recovery  takes  place,  being  replacei 
by  lymphocytes,  which  disappear  after  recovery.  These  observa- 
tions arc  confirmed  l)y  l^bbc  and  Castaignes,  Sicard  and  Bricy. 
Lcutert  has  observed  marked  general  leucocytosis  in  meningitis  of 
otitic  origin. 

The  examination  of  the  cerebrospinal  fluid,  while  important, 
is  chiefly  valuable  when  considered  in  conjunction  with  the  clinical 
evidences  in  the  individual  case. 

Significance  of  Pathological  Findings. — According  to  Chava.ssc 
and  Mahu,^  a  clear,  normal  non-cnagwlablc  fluid  indicates  sinus- 
thrombosis,  brain  abscess  (epi-  or  sub-dural),  simple  serous  menin- 
gitis, meningismus.  hysteria,  and  occasionally  a  circumscribed 
meningitis.  If  the  fluid  comes  away  in  spurts  under  pressure  the 
probability  of  serous  meningitis,  sinus-thrombosis,  or  more  rarely 
brain  abscess,  is  increased.  A  clear  fluid  without  bacteria  or 
coagulating  elements  indicates  probable  diagnosis  of  meningitis, 
toxic  ( ?)  or  tuberculous.  A  clear  or  yellow  or  slightly  turbid  fluid 
with  predominating  lymphocytosis,  or  the  tubercle  bacilli,  indicates 
tuberculous  meningitis  after  clinical  elimination  of  other  causes  of 
lymphocytosis,  even  if  there  arc  no  tubercle  bacilli  present.  An 
opalescent  or  purulent  fluid,  formingacoagulum  with  predominating 
polynucleosis,  and  eventual  presence  of  various  micro-organisms, 
means  acute  diffuse  meningitis,  purulent  or  non-punilcnt,  cercbro* 
spinal  meningitis  (provided  \\'eicliselbaunrs  meningococcus  is 
present),  and  if  the  puncture  is  hurried^i.f.,  the  fluid  aspirated — 
sometimes  it  indicates  a  circumscribed  meningitis. 

^Kefercnce  to  be  found  in  S.  J.  Kopcuky's  Surgery  of  the  Ear 


GENERAL  DIAGNOSIS  OF  EAR  DlSJi.\SES. 


71 


Apart  from  the  clinical  symptoms,  lumbar  puncture  docs  not 

five  the  mathematical  certainty  of  establishing-  the  -differential 
iagposis  between  brain  abscess,  serous  meningitis,  meningismua, 
or  sinus-thrombosis.  It  is  thus  shown  that  lumbar  puncture  fails 
precisely  for  the  differential  diagnoses  of  greatest  importance  to  the 
otologist,  leaving  doubt  also  as  to  the  existence  of  a  circumscribed 
meningitis. 

The  opinions  of  observers  who  have  made  a  special  study  of 
lumbar  puncture  vary  widely  as  to  the  practical  value  of  positive 
results  of  the  examination  of  ihc  spinal  fluid — meaning  a  change  in 
the  constituency  of  the  fluid — and  of  negative  findings — meaning  a 
normally  constituted  fluid. 

Braunstcin  summarizes  the  conclusions  of  Leutert  and  Schwartz 
laid  down  at  the  Versammclung  Deutsche  Naturfoerscher  und 
Acrzic  zu  Hamberg,  1901,  as  follows:  A  negative  result,  lluid  clc.ir 
and  normal,  definitely  excludes  the  existence  of  diffuse  purulent 
meningitis,  A  positive  result,  fluid  tnrbid  from  increase  of  leuco- 
cytes, with  presence  or  absence  of  micro-organisms,  demonstrates 
the  existence  of  diftiuse  purulent  meningitis,  or  of  cerebrospinal 
meningitis  (if  the  meningococcus  intracellularis  is  present).  Uraun- 
stein  does  not  consider  it  essential  that  the  leucocytes  present  must 
be  pulynuctear,  but  he  admits  that  the  fluid  may  show  turbidity  in 
case  of  brain  abscess. 

Korner  considers  lumbar  punciurc  as  a  frequent  but  not 
invariable  positive  diagnostic  measure  in  otitic  leptomeningitis.  lie 
makes  the  reservation  that  a  fluid  slightly  cloudy  containing 
bacteria  may  be  found  in  diffuse  as  well  as  in  circumscribed  menin- 
gitis, and  that  there  may  be  circumscribed  meningitis  with  a  clear 
fluid. 

Differential  Diagnosis. — In  children  especially,  tuberculous 
meningitis  and  cerebral  tubercles  arc  often  observed,  either  as  a 
complication  of  tuberailous  otitis  or  as  an  accompanying  result  of 
non-tub crculous  car  disease;  moreover,  tubercuKnis  meningitis  is 
often  erroneously  diagnosticated  as  ordinary  meningitis  or  even  as 
brain  abscess.  In  order  to  prevent  an  eventual  useless  operation 
the  examination  of  the  cerebrospinal  fluid  is  resorted  to  as  a  diag- 
nostic aid. 

The  fluid  obtained  in  these  cases  is  generally  clear  and  trans- 
parent, sometimes  greenish  yellow  or  tinged  with  blood. 

Diffuse  purulent  meningitis  due  to  various  microbes  is  the  most 
commonly  observed  form  of  this  disorder  as  a  complication  of  sup- 
purative middle-ear  disease.  In  diffuse  suppurative  leptomeningitis 
arising  as  a  complication  of  purulent  otitis  media,  or  accompanying 
sinus-thromlMtsis  or  brain  abscess,  the  fluid  witlidrawn  by  puncture 
is  changed  both  macroscopically  and  microscopically.  The  seal  of 
the  suppurative  process  is  commonly  the  subarachnoidal  (excep- 
tionally the  subdural!  space.  The  fluid  is  accordingly  cloudy, 
^eenish  yellow,  sometimes  typically  purulent,  very  frequently  con- 
taining various  forms  of  microbes,  such  as  the  staphylococcus,  the 


72 


GEXERAL  CONSIDERATIONSl 


streptococcus,  tlic  pncumococcus,  etc.,  and  considerable  quantities 
of  leucocytes. 

In  cerebral  or  cerebellar  abscess  uncomplicated  by  other  affec- 
tions, iniercranial  in  their  nature,  or  by  siiius-ihrombosi^.  diffuse 
or  circumscribed  meningitis,  the  fluid  is,  as  a  rule,  normally  clear, 
without  organisms,  and  yielding  no  coagulum.  After  ccntrifuKa- 
tion  Lermoyez  found  the  clear  fluid  to  be  normal.  The  quantity  of 
the  fluid  may  be  altered  by  the  existence  of  sinus-thrombosis,  but  it 
generally  remains  clear. 

As  a  Therapeutic  Measure. — Kopetzky  defines  the  therapeutic 
value  of  lumbar  puncture  by  calUnt;  attention  to  the  fact  tliat  it 
affords  two  ways  of  therapeutically  influencing  a  given  lesion; — 

I.  By  affording  a  road  for  the  introduction  of  medicaments  into 
the  spinal  canal,  and  frnni  there  to  the  cranial  cavity,  with  the  idea 


Fig.  40. — PiMttiui)  ui  iiuticiit  Ei^r  Itic  u(>i: r.itiuii  u!  iuiubar  i^iua'tuic 
(Louis  Fischer.) 

of  producing  a  resultant  action  directly  upon  the  cranial  or  spinal 
lesion. 

2.  As  a  means  of  producing  favorable  therapeutic  action  both 
by  relievinj;  pressure  as  a  result  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  excess 
fluid  and  by  the  removal  of  a  proportionate  quantity  of  the  invading 
pathogenic  organisms,  and  also  simultartcously  with  the  with- 
drawal of  the  fluid,  bringing  about  the  removal  of  the  causative 
foci  of  the  disease. 

In  the  application  of  the  first-named  princi]>le  of  lumbar  inirictnre 
thcraj>cutic5  many  drugs  have  been  employed.  Sterilircd  air.  soditun 
salicylate,  potassium  iotlide,  iodoform,  and  antitetanus  serum  arc 
some  of  the  many  which  have  been  recommended  by  various 
observers.  Generally  speaking  the  plan  lias  not  met  with  favor;  the 
greatest  success  has  attended  the  introduction  of  antitetanus  serum. 

The  second  therapeutic  principle,  that  of  producing  a  favorable 
therapeutic  result  from  the  withdrawal  of  spinal  fluid,  has  brought 
forth  wide  divergence  of  opinion.  We  will  study  some  of  these 
opinions  in  detail. 
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The  therapeutic  value  o{  lumbar  puncture  in  mcntngitis  has 
the  endgrscinent  and  recommendation  of  many  able  observers;  thus 
yuincke  finds  it  useful  in  cases  of  serous  and  seropurulent  menin- 
gitis. Its  good  ciTects  in  this  condition  are  due  tn  the  relief  ol 
intracranial  pressure. 


■'tr-- 


Fijj.  41. — I.itnihar  puiiclurc  ncctlle  aiid  Syriils*-"- 

In  serous  meningitis  sccondar>*  to  the  cKanthcmata  in  children 
Wcrlheimer  reports  most  favorably  on  ils  therapeutic  virtue. 
Friedrich,  in  his  recently  published  book,  discusses  the  forms  of 


Fig.  42.— Anatonik-al  illuslratir^i  showing  the  [ilacc  1>cst  adapted  for 
lutnbar  puiicture.  The  cross  indicates  tlie  point  of  insertion.  (Loms 
Fiseher.) 

operative  interference  in  purulent  meningitis  inclusive  of  the 
method  of  repeated  lumbar  puncture,  followed  by  injection  of 
ph>>ii-'li*gical  salt  solution  for  the  evacuation  of  pus  from  the  spinal 
canal.  He.  however,  makes  a  counter-opening  into  the  cranial 
cavity  to  secure  free  evacuation  of  the  purulent  exudate. 
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A  variety  of  opinions  exists  ainonjf  these  various  observers  as 
to  the  relief  which  the  measure  affords  to  hyperdistentioh  of  the 
cerebrospinal  fluid  in  this  rurni  of  nteninf^itis. 

Francis  Huber  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  therapeutic  effect  of 
lumbar  puncture  is  a  great  one,  and  he  uses  it  as  a  therapeutic 
measure  in  otitic  meningitis,  the  cerebrospinal  type  of  typhoid,  and 
also  in  cerebruspinal  iiieiiinKitis. 

In  addition  to  the  relief  of  pressure  symptoms  lumbar  puncture 
serves  to  evacuate  with  the  spinal  Huid  a  large  portion  of  the  agents 
of  suppuration,  microbic  and  toxic,  which  have  penetrated  into  the 
subarachnoidal  space. 

Dangers  of  Lumbar  Puncture. — In  summing:  up  the  question 
of  the  danger*  from  this  procedure  one  must  take  a  conservative 
position.  That  it  has  caused  death  is  undeniable ;  a  horizontal 
posture  lessens  the  danger  (Fip.  40t,  and  aspiration  of  the  fluid  is 
to  be  condemned.  The  procedure  is  contraindicatcd  in  cases  of 
vascular  sclerosis  and  aneurisms  of  the  cerebral  vessels,  in  all 
acute  and  chronic  affections  of  the  central  nervous  system  with- 
out pressure  symptoms  arising  from  Ihe  spinal  tluid,  the  more  so 
since  the  cerebral  vessels  are  secondarily  implicated  in  many  of 
these  diseases.  Tlie  possibility  of  cerebral  hemnrrha^c  should 
always  be  kept  in  mind,  especially  wlien  withdrawing  large  amounts 
of  fluid.  Small  hemorrhages  represent  no  danger  to  life :  they 
may,  however,  exercise  an  unfavorable  influence  on  the  patient  s 
future  well-bcin^. 

The  Technique  of  Lumbar  Puncture. — The  instrument  em- 
ployed to  make  the  puncture  is  the  Quincke  needle  l,Fig.  41). 
These  needles  are  procurable  in  three  sizes,  of  different  lengths  and 
diameters.  F.ach  needle  i^  litled  wiih  a  stilettc  in  ai<!  its  iniri>duc- 
tion.  The  length  of  the  Quincke  needle  is  from  -I  to  10  cm.,  wiih 
diameters  from  0.8  to  1.6  mm.  The  point  of  the  needle  is  bevelled 
at  an  acute  angle  lermTnating  at  a  sharp  point. 

The  p<isition  of  the  patient  is  important  in  order  to  carry  out 
the  technique  of  the  procedure  easily.  The  patient  should  be  placed 
on  his  side,  with  his  back  gently  curved  so  as  to  effect  as  great  a 
separation  of  the  vertebral  bones  as  possible  <Fig.  42). 


THE  VALUE  OF  BLOOD  EXAMINATIONS. 

(t)  niood  count.  (2)  The  differential  count.  (3)  Blood  cul- 
tures. The  value  of  blood  examinations  as  a  diagnostic  feature  in 
purulent  otitis  media,  mastoiditis,  and  the  tntercranial  complica- 
tions occurring  in  connection  therewith  has  been  a  subject  of  con- 
siderable experimentation  during  recetit  years.  At  the  present  lime 
opinions  vary  in  regard  to  the  value  of  such  examinations  in  puru- 
lent tympanitis  and  simple  mastoiditis:  hut  the  majority  of 
observers  concede  its  value  in  sinus-thrombosis  and  purulent  menin- 
g:ttis.     Dench**  in  a  study  of  sixty  cases  of  purulent  otitis  media 

<Tran!>action»  Atnericaa  Rhiiiological,  Otologtcal  and  Laryngotngical 
Society.  1908.  p.  198. 
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with  mastoid  complications,  in  all  of  which  blood  counts  were  made, 
concludes  that  where  there  is  no  increased  polymorphonuclear  per- 
centage, an  increase  in  the  leucocyte  count  is  absolutely  of  no  value 
in  determining  the  absence  of  pus  in  the  mastoid  in  doubtful  cases; 
that  where  these  variations  from  the  normal  blood  occur  in  aural 
cases  we  must  look  for  one  of  three  conditions:  (1)  Some  visceral 
lesion.  (2)  Some  involvement  of  the  soft  tissues  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  wound.  (3)  For  some  involvement  of  the  inter-" 
cranial  structures,  either  of  the  brain  substance  or  of  the  lateral 
sinus.    These  views  are  based  upon  carefully  prepared  statistics, 

A  more  detailed  study  of  the  leucocyte  count  shows  a  consider- 
able increase  of  leucocytes  in  nearly  all  of  the  cases  reported.  In 
only  eight  cases  was  the  leucocyte  count  below  9000,  the  range 
being  from  9000  to  25,200.  The  variations  were  less  marked  in  the 
polynuclear  percentage,  which  varied  from  60  to  80  per  cent. 

Blood  Count. — The  normal  leucocyte  count  varies  slightly, 
according  to  different  observers.  The  following  table^  indicates 
the  normal  leucocyte  count  in  1  c.c. : — 

Hayem    6000 

Malassez    7500 

Limbeck  8500 

Rieder     7680 

Thoma    8687 

Beckman-Rcinecke     7533 

Groeber    7242 

Tumas 6200 

Any  considerable  increase  of  leucocytes  is,  therefore,  sug- 
gestive of  infection  in  some  portion  of  the  bod}'.  In  the  differential 
count  an  increase  in  the  percentage  of  polynuclear  neutrophiles  to 
the  total  number  of  leucocytes  is  considered  significant  of  infection. 

McKernon  and  others  consider  a  high  polynuclear  percentage 
to  be  particularly  significant  of  lateral  sinus-thrombosis,  especially 
when  accompanied  by  a  high  leucocyte  count.  In  the  author's 
experience  lateral  sinus  involvement  as  a  complication  of  otitic 
origin  has  been  thus  characterized.  The  accompanying  table 
represents  the  result  of  a  blond  examination  in  a  patient  who 
had  a  purulent  blood-clot  extending  from  the  lateral  sinus,  jugular 
bulb  and  internal  jugular  vein  and  torcular  to  the  clavicle.  Here  it 
is  observed  that  the  leucocytes  numbered  30,200  with  a  polynuclear 
percentage  of  84 : — 

Patient,  H.  K.     Date  November  17,  1908. 

Blood  Examination. 

Hemoglobin     ' 

Erythrocytes     4,400,000 

Leucocytes    30,200 

C.  I 


"  Waite  D'Hematologie,  by  Beran^on  and  I'Abbe,  p.  479. 
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Differential  Count. 

Large  mononuclear  lymphocytes 26.0 

Small   mononuclear   lymphocytes 3,0 

Polynuclear  neutrophilcs    84.0 

Mononuclear  leucocytes   4.8 

Transitional   forms    4.8 

Eosinophiles   

Mast  cells   0.8 

Myelocytes    

Basophiles    

Plasmodia    

The  following  table  sIiow.s  tlie  normal  blood-count  and  the  per- 
centages of  the  polynuclear  to  the  total  number  of  leucocytes  (from 
Da  Costa)  : — 

Blood  Examination. 

Hemoglobin    80-100  % 

Erythrocytes    5,000,000  % 

Leucocytes    7406  % 

DiFFEHESTIAL  CoUNT. 

Large   mononuclfar   lymphocytes 4-8     % 

Small  miiiionuclcar  lymphocytes 20-30  % 

Polynuclear  neutrophiles  60-75  % 

Mononuclear   leucocytes    

Transitional  forms    

Eosinophiles    0.5-5  % 

Mast  cells   

Myelocytes    

I'lasmodia    

Basophiles     0.5  % 

Blood-cultures. — Invasion  of  the  blood-current  by  pathogenic 
micro-organisms  is  a  condition  which  is  known  under  the  term,  bac- 
teriemia.  Tliis  interesting  field  of  research  so  far  as  it  relates  to 
infections  of  otitic  origin  has  received  comparatively  little  attention 
on  the  part  of  those  interested  in  pathological  research.  Statistics, 
up  to  the  present  date  wherein  blood-cultures  have  been  made  in 
otitic  cases,  have  sliow-n  positive  results  in  a  considerable  propor- 
tion of  all  cases  examined,  and  in  many  instances  the  negative 
results  obtained  have  seemed  to  be  of  considerable  diagnostic  value 
in  the  elimination  of  general  infecticm  as  a  cause  of  the  symptoms 
indicated  in  individual  cases. 

Libman"  made  75  blood-cultures  in  T>S  cases.  Of  these  the 
results  were  positive  in  22  cases,  16  of  which  were  fatal  and  6 
recovered.  Of  the  16  fatal  cases  2  were  streptococcus  mucosus 
meningitiilis.  ?lis  positive  results  were  almost  entirely  in  cases  of 
sinus-thrombosis  and  meningitis.  There  were  positive  results  in 
but  2  cases  of  otitis  media  purulenta,  both  of  which  recovered,  and 
without  any  record  of  examination  of  the  jugular  bulb.  In  simple 
mastoid  cases,  even  with  extradural  abscess,  there  was  bacteremia 
in  hut  one. 

•Archives  of  Otology,  vol.  xxxvii,  No.  1,  1908, 
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Blood-culiurcs  were  made  in  26  cases  of  sinus-thrombosis  witli 
17  negative  results  and  9  deaths.  All  positive  bluoJ-cuItures  in 
these  cases  showed  streptococci.  He  believes  that  blood-ctillurcs 
may  be  negative  under  the  following  conditions: — 

1.  Bacteria  may  have  escaped  into  the  blood-current  and  all 
may  have  been  killed  ofT.    I'ossibly  a  hloyd  immunity  is  acquired. 

2.  Below  ihc  puniK-nt  clot  there  may  be  a  non-infected  clot, 
or  an  infected  clot  none  of  which  breaks  off. 

3.  A  bacteremia  may  be  prevented  by  tying  the  jugular  vein. 
In  such  cases  metastases  (due  to  bacteria  lodycd  early)  may  come 
some  days  after  the  blood  is  free  from  bacteria.  All  the  foci  in 
which  bacteria  have  been  deposited  do  not  show  activity  at  once. 

4.  The  patient  may  have  sinus-thrombosis;  there  may  be 
secondary  foci  in  the  lungs,  but  the  bacteria  may  not  escape  into  the 
general  circulation. 

I.ibman's  conclusions  are  as  follows: — 

Siijni^cance  of  Negat'r.c  Blood-cttUurcs. — 1.  If  the  mastoid  has 
been  exposed  and  there  is  no  trouble  in  the  sinus  or  brain,  a  negative 
(imiing  will  point  aKainst  a  cnnlinuaiu-e  of  the  symptnms  bi-inji  due 
to  a  general  infection.  In  such  cases  one  may  lind  that  the  patient 
has  developed  tuberculosis,  may  have  rheumatism,  or  may  have 
dcvclupeil  Some  other  intercurrent  disease. 

2.  If  the  blood-culture  should  he  negative  and  the  symptoms 
continue,  whether  there  is  a  sinus-thrombosis  or  not,  acute  cndo- 
cardilii^  can  be  excluded. 

3.  If  there  has  been  a  sinus-tUronibosis  and  bacteria  have  been 
present  in  the  bluod  and  the  jugular  vein  has  been  tied,  a  negative 
culture  will  show  that  the  general  invasion  has  been  slopped. 

A.  Occasionally  a  negative  blood-culture  has  been  of  value  in 
cases  with  a  clinical  picture  of  rheumatism  coming  on  in  a  person 
who  has  otitis  media  or  mastoid  disease.  It  is  very  valuable  in  such 
cases  to  know  that  we  are  not  dealing  with  an  arthritis  due  to 
general  invasion  by  known  bacteria. 

Sigttifitance  of  Posititr  fllooJ -cultures. — I.  A  positive  blood-cul- 
ture indicates  a  general  invasion,  A  positive  streptococcus  blood- 
culiurc  in  I.ibman's  experience  nearly  always  points  to  the  presence 
of  sinus-ihrombosis. 

2.  If  the  sinus  has  been  operated  upon  and  the  patient  is  not 
doing  welt,  a  continued  presence  of  slreplotrocci  in  the  blnod  shows 
according  to  Libman  that  the  local  focus  has  not  been  sufficiently 
dealt  with.  If  the  local  focus  has  been  thoroughly  dealt  witli, 
-•■treptococci  generally  remain  in  the  blood  only  wlien  endocarditis 
has  been  established  or  when  the  bacteria  arc  multiplying  in  the 
blood.  The  establishment  of  endocarditis  in  these  cases  occurs, 
according  to  this  observer's  experience,  quite  infrequently.  Multi- 
plication of  streptococci  in  the  blood  in  such  cases  is  also  not  fre- 
quent, so  thai  a  positive  result  coniinncd  after  operation  most  often 
means  that  there  is  funher  trouble  locally. 

3.  If  the  streptococci  have  been  present  in  the  blood  and  the 
sinus  has  been  explored  and  the  jugular  vein  has  not  been  tied^ 
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continued  presence  of  organisms  in  the  blood  may  give  the  indica- 
tion to  tie  the  jugular  vein. 

4.  If  the  infecting  organism  in  the  ear  has  been  the  strepto- 
coccus, and  the  pneumococcus  should  be  found  in  the  blood-culture, 
the  suspicion  would  he  aroused  that  the  patient  was  developing  an 
intercurrent  ordinary  pneumonia. 

5.  In  cases  In  which  there  is  a  question  as  to  whether  the 
patient  has  developed  typhoid  fever  or  a  complication  of  otitis 
media,  the  presence  of  bacilli  in  the  blood  would  prove  that  the 
patient  had  typhoid  fever. 

6.  In  a  certain  number  of  cases  in  which  the  ear  phenomena 
are  very  slight  or  in  which  one  is  not  ready  to  trace  marked  clinical 
phenomena  to  an  old  otitis,  the  presence  of  organisms  in  the  blood 
may  give  the  indication  to  explore  the  mastoid  and  surrounding- 
parts  if  there  be  no  other  focus  found  through  which  the  bacteria 
could  gain  access  to  the  blood.  I-ibman  had  3  such  cases  which 
were  operatetl  upon  by  Grucning.  and  in  2  of  these  sinus-throm- 
bosis was  found,  and  in  a  tliird  mastoid  disease.  All  the  patients 
recovered.  In  a  fourih  case  which  concerned  a  comatose  man, 
streptococci  were  found  in  tlie  blood  and  there  were  metastatic  foci 
present  in  the  body.  The  only  possiljle  entrance  point  found  was 
an  otitis  media.  The  patient  was  in  too  poor  a  condition  for  opera- 
tion, but  tlie  autopsy  showed  that  a  sinus-thrombosis  was  present. 

To  the  significance  of  positive  blood-cultures  special  emphasis 
should  be  given  to  the  almost  universal  presence  of  the  strepto- 
coccus in  cases  of  sinus-tlirombosis.  This  statement  is  abundantly 
confirmed  by  reports  wliich  have  from  time  to  time  appeared  in 
medical  literature.  I.cutert  in  4  cases  of  sinus-thrombosis  found 
the  streptococcus  in  all. 

Libnian  cnncUtdos  that  "it  may  be  affirmed  that  blood  examina- 
tions and  bldi  id-cultures  possess  considerable  diagnostic  value, 
especially  in  relation  to  the  complications  of  purulent  otitis  media, 
and.  while  they  in  no  wise  supersede  or  attain  tlie  importance  which 
should  be  given  to  the  value  of  clinical  evidence,  it  is  very  probable 
that  many  of  the  conclusions  here  cited  will  have  to  be  modified  as 
\vc  learn  more  of  the  subject  of  bacteremia,  inasmuch  as  the 
tecbniqxie  of  blood-cultures  has  not  as  yet  been  sufficiently- 
developed,  and  the  examination  of  a  sufficient  number  of  controls 
has  not  liecn  made  in  order  to  render  the  above  conclusions  satis- 
factory for  clinical  guidance." 

l-ibmaii's  conclusions  have  been  controverted  in  large  measure 
by  Wright. 

In  a  series  of  experiments  conducted  by  Wright  in  the  labora- 
tory of  tlie  Manhattan  Eye,  Ear  and  Throat  Hospital  subsequent 
to  those  of  Eibman  ( I'ctiruary  to  March,  1009)  blood-cultures  were 
made  in  SS  cases  of  purulent  otitis  media  from  the  clinics  of 
Phillips.  Picrens,  Duel  and  McKernon,  and  2  additional  cases  of 
purulent  frontal  sinusitis.  The  results  were  reported  by  Wright 
and  Duel.^ 


'Transactions  of  the  American  Otological  Society,  1909,  p.  366. 
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These  were  all  adults  and  in  some  instances  more  than  one 
culture  was  matle.  I'oi^iiive  bacteremia  was  fuund  in  16.  Of  the 
latter,  4  presented  clinical  symptoms  of  lateral  sinuft-throinl)osis 
and  were  operated  upon.  In  2  a  clot  was  found,  but  none  was  dis- 
covered in  the  others.  Another  case  had  acute  purulent  labyrin- 
thitis and  leptomeningitis.  One  was  a  simple  case  of  purulent 
otitis  media.  Haulercniia  also  was  present  in  the  2  cases  of 
purulent  frontal  sinusitis.  One  of  these  had  meningitis.  The  'J 
remaining  cases  were  those  of  ordinary  acute  purulent  otitis  media 
and  acute  mastoiditis  withuut  cainplJcatitms,  and  all  promptly 
recovered  after  operation.  Regarding  the  type  of  infection,  strep- 
tococci were  present  in  14  and  pneumococci  in  2.  The  conchisions 
drawn  by  Wrijjht  and  Duel  arc  as  follows: — 

"It  is  significant  that  streptococcxniia  was  present  in  all  of  the 
case*  prcscnlinj^'  clinical  symptoms  of  sinus-thrombnsis,  and  in  the 
case  of  diffuse  leptomeningitis;  however,  it  is  none  the  less  signifi- 
cant, from  another  point  of  view,  that,  in  9  casci  without  any 
alarming  symptoms  of  further  complications,  7  had  streptococci  and 
2  pneumococci  in  the  blood, 

"It  seems  perfectly  evident  that  a  bacteremia  occurring  in  the 
course  of  a  purulent  otitis  can  by  no  means  be  considered  sufficient 
cause  for  invasion  of  the  sinus  in  the  absence  of  other  definite 
clinical  symptoms. 

"The  fact  that  Libman  f*mnd  a  bacteremia  in  7  out  of  10  of 
Cruening's  cases,  and  that  wc  found  it  in  all  cases  in  whicli  the 
clinical  symptoms  were  pathognamonic  of  sinus-thrombosis  would 
seem  to  make  it  a  valuable  additional  sign  in  connection  with  other 
definite  clinical  symptoms. 

"A  review  of  the  histories  and  charts  of  the  41  cases  of  mastoid- 
itis in  our  series  in  which  bli>od-cnU«res  were  negative  reveals  the 
interesting  fact  that  many  of  tliem  showed  temperatures  and  passed 
through  a  much  stormier  course  subsequent  to  operation  than  the 
9  cases  which  showed  a  bacteremia  witlioiil  other  symptoms. 

"As  the  quantity  of  btood  drawn  is  only  something'  like  a 
thfinsandth  part  of  all  the  blood,  it  naturally  follows  that  the  pro- 
portion of  cases  actually  having  bacteremia  must  be  much  higher 
than  our  figures  indicate. 

"At  least  we  have  proved  that  a  bacteremia  does  exist  in  such 
mild  cases.  Naturally  all  its  limitations  have  not  yet  been 
investigated." 

It  is  the  opinion  of  Hie  author  that,  in  the  present  state  of  our 
knowledge,  it  is  unwise  to  place  undue  reliance  upon  blood-cultures, 
even  when  positive,  unless  tbey  are  verified  by  actual  clinical 
sjinptoins. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 
GENERAL  THERAPY  OF  EAR  DISEASES. 

A  CHAPTER  on  general  therapy  is  introduced  for  the  purpose  of 
describing  certain  therapeutic  measures  which  are  referred  to 
repeatedly  in  tlie  subsequent  chapters  of  Part  I. 

Hydrotherapy. — Water  as  a  remedial  agent  in  the  treatment  of 
affections  of  the  ear  is  employed  by  various  methods  and  for  a 
variety  of  purposes.     Douching  or  syringing  applied  by  means  of 


Fig'.  4X — Tlic  piston  syringe  in  use. 


the  fountain  bag,  piston  syringe,  or  Fowler  suction  apparatus  intro- 
duced into  the  external  auditory  canal  reaches  the  membrana 
tynipani  and  the  tympanic  cavity,  when  the  drum  is  perforated,  and 
is  of  value  for  the  following  purposes : — 

1.  For  the  Removal  of  Cerumen,  Foreign  Bodies,  Pus,  Cho- 
lesteatoma, or  Other  Debris. — In  removing  cerumen,  foreign  bodies 
and  large  cholesteatoniatous  masses,  warm  sterile  water  will 
usually  suffice,  and  the  piston  syringe  ( Fig.  43)  enables  the  operator 
to  control  the  force  of  the  current  (Chapter  XI).  The  Fowler 
suction  douche  (Fig.  44j  and  tlie  Lucae  douche,  both  acting 
on  the  same  lines,  are  the  most  effective  methods  for  the  removal  of 
pus  from  the  external  meatus  or  open  tympanic  cavity. 

The  Fowler  apparatus  consists  of  a  glass  i>ell.  so  designed  that 
its  rim  fits  accurately  about  the  auricle,  wholly  inclosing  same, 
preventing  anv  back  flow  or  accumulation  of  fluid  from  wetting  the 

(80) 
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patient  or  tho5te  administering  the  treatment,  and  subjecting  the 
meatus  to  no  pressure  or  possible  traumatism.  From  the  top  and 
centre  of  the  glass  bell  projects  a  nipple,  for  connecting  the  appara- 
tus with  its  source  id  tluid  supply — a  iVnintain  syringe.  Projecting 
inward  from  the  nipple  is  a  nozzle,  glass  in  its  proximal  and  soft- 
rubber  tubing  in  its  distal  portion. 

The  arrangement  is  such  that  this  soft-rubber  tubing  can  enter 
the  external  auditory  meatus,  taking  a  direction  inward,  downward, 
and  forward,  thus  coinciding  with  the  axis  of  a  normal  canal. 

The  nozzle  extends  about  onc-haU  inch  beyond  the  rim  of  the 
bell  in  order  that  the  fluid  used  may  proj)criy  irrigate,  and  the  end 
of  the  nozzle  remain  necessarily  at  a  safe  distance  from  the  deeper 
portions  of  the  cjtnal. 

On  the  circumference  of  the  bell  is  situated  the  outlet  nipple, 


fig.  44. — The  Fowler  suction  bcll  douche. 

to  be  connected  with  rubber  tubing,  the  latter  draining  into  a  wash- 
stand  basin  or  any  suitable  receptacle. 

Tiie  apparatus,  being  made  of  glass  insures  at  all  times  a  clear 
view  of  the  parts  under  treatment  and  makes  cleansing  and  steriliz- 
ing  easy. 

The  apparatus  irrigates  safely,  efKciently.  and  simply,  but  does 
more,  it  irrigates  in  the  presence  of  a  partial  vacuum,  brought  about 
by  the  tight  joint  between  the  rim  of  the  bell  and  the  side  of  the 
bead  about  the  car  and  by  the  syphonage  through  the  drainage  lube 
constantly  tendinj^  to  produce  a  vacuum  (I'lg.  45). 

It  draws  the  pus,  detritus  and  inllammatory  exudate  to  the 
surface  and  the  irrigating  lluid  washes  ihcm  away.  It  leaves  the 
tissues  clean,  and  without  the  boggy  appearance  resulting  from 
ordinary  irrigailuns.  It  produces  a  combined  active  and  passive 
hyperemia  locally  in  and  about  the  ear  with  all  the  concomitant 
bcnelits  claimed  for  this  treatment  (Fig.  46). 

The  solution  employed  for  douching  may  be  warm  sterile 
water,  warm  sterile  normal  salt  solution,  or  a  solution  of  hichlorid 
of  mercury  varying  from  I  in  3000  to  1  to  5000.    Any  preference 
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for  the  tast-namc'I  solution  must  depend  solely  upon  the  germicidal 
power  which  it  nay  exert.  The  entire  eaviiy  after  douching  should 
be  wiped  with  coiion  pledgets, 

2.  Sterilization  oE  the  External  Auditory  Canal. — After  cleans-i 
ing  and  scruhl)inf;  the  external  ear  the  canal  should  be  subjected  to] 
a  thorough  douching  with  a  Iar}:;c  quantity  of  a  solution  of  bichloridj 
of  mercury,  1  to  5000,  preferably  by  means  of  a  fountain  bag,  and? 


T'iit.  AS. — Ttie  suction  douche  applied  lu  thi'  car,  showing  the  iniJr;iwini(  of 
the  juride  resulting  from  Uie  partial  vacuum  vrithin  the  glass  bell 

then  wiped  dry  again  with  sterile  cotton.  When  the  drum  in  intact 
the  sterilization  is  made  more  effective  by  filling  ihe  canal  with  95 
per  cent,  alcohnl  for  a  few  minutes  after  the  preliminary  doucliing. 
It  is  quiie  impossible  by  any  process  to  render  the  external  audi- 
tory canal  ab-iolutely  sterile. 

3.  Reduction  of  Pain  and  Infiammation. — The  hot-water  douche 
is  of  much  value  for  the  relief  of  pain  in  acute  catarrhal  otitis  media, 
the  early  stages  of  acute  purulent  otitis  media,  and  other  aural 
conditinn?  wherein  the  application  of  lieat  is  indicated.  One  to 
three  quarts  of  water,  at  a  temperature  of  110°  1'.,  allowed  to  flow 
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drawn  over  tlic  tip  and  allowed  lo  project  slightly-  In  this  mantier 
tlic  walls  of  the  auditorv'  carml  arc  protcclird  from  injury*  by  the 
syringe,  and  the  iulri>dui:tion  of  the  instrument  into  the  auditory 
entrance  is  made  without  risk.  The  water  used  in  the  ear  must  be 
warm,  since  cold  water  causes  extremely  unpleasant  sensations 
upon  entering  the  external  meatus,  often  evoking  severe  vertigo. 
Inc  tem[>craiure  hest  borne  is  110°  R  When  iierforations  of  the' 
mcmhrana  tympani  arc  present  ordinary  water  sometimes  cau<ies 
considerable  irritation  of  the  mucous  liuiug.  This  may  be  avuidcd 
by  the  addition  of  two  teaspoonfuls  of  common  salt  to  the  quartj 
of  water. 

The  pressure  at  which  water  massage  is  emph>ycd  is  of  impor- 
tance, and  must  be  gau;icd  according  lo  the  sympioins  pruduccd.  but 
in  no  event  should  the  farce  be  sufficient  to  cause  traumatism.] 
Forcible  water  massage  may  also  give  rise  to  severe  vertigo  and 
pain,  and  it  may  become  a  dangerous  procedure  when  forcibly 
brought  into  contact  with  necrotic  portions  of  bone,  or  by  the 
entrance  of  the  fluid  directly  into  the  labyrinth  through  a  gap  in 
the  labyrinthine  capsule. 

Water  massage  should  always  be  carried  out  slowly  and  care-' 
fully,  and  it  should  be  interrupted  at  once  upon  the  first  evidence 
of  pain  or  vertigo.     Before  introducing  the  tip  of  the  syringe  into 
the  auditor}'  meatus  all  air  should  be  expelled  by  allowing  some  of 
the  lluid  to  escape  from  the  syringe  tip. 

Water  massage  may  also  be  effected  by  means  of  the  suction 
douche  licretofore  mentioned,  .\fier  adjusting  the  glass  car  piece 
by  intermittent  compression  upon  the  outlet  tube,  the  column  of 
water  is  forced  inward  and  uutward. 

Contraindications  to  the^se  of  the  Water  Douche. — The  ear 
douche  induces  vertigo  tn  some  i>ersons.  This  oemrs  more  often 
when  perforations  of  the  drum  are  present.  Vertiginous  attacks 
are  sometimes  of  sufficient  severity  to  render  the  reclining  posture 
necessary  for  some  time.  Xausea  occasionally  accompanies  the 
vertigo.  Some  patients  are  enabled  to  avoid  vertigo  by  assuming 
the  reclining  posture  while  douching;  others  prevent  the  attack 
by  varying  the  temperature  of  the  water.  There  remains  a  small 
percentage  both  with  and  without  perforations,  who  cannot  employ 
the  car  douche  under  any  circumstances  on  account  uf  the  perstslent 
vertigo  and  nausea. 

Pain  is  rarely  caused  by  the  douche,  but  when  it  is  experienced 
it  will  be  found  that  the  water  is  too  hot  or  Iiki  eold.  Pain  also 
occasionally  occurs  when  water  611s  the  tympanic  cavity  through  a 
small  perforation  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  drum  membrane  and 
is  thereby  retained. 

Tinnitus  may  be  increased  by  the  water  douche,  the  increase 
being  tnore  mmmon  in  purulent  cases. 

In  all  instances  sterile  water  only  should  be  employed  for  irri- 
gation. Inasmuch  as  a  strong  current  of  water  may  become  the 
causative  factor  in  the  entrance  of  micro-organisms  into  the 
^ropanic  cavity.    The  author  has  never  personally  observed  serious 
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accidents  resulting;  from  the  forcible  use  of  the  water  dotiche;  never- 
theless, such  have  been  reported. 

Tlie  tanal  .should  be  tlioroughly  dried  with  pledgets  of  collon, 
after  bending  thelicad  toward  the  affected  side  to  allow  the  escape 
of  the  surplus  fluid.  In  purulent  cases,  especially  when  acute,  after 
dr\-ing  it  is  advisable  to  close  the  cxtenial  auditory  meatus  with 
sicrjlc  gauze  in  order  to  guard  against  further  contamination.  The 
same  precaution  should  he  observed  in  order  lo  prevent  the 
entrance  of  water  into  the  tympanic  cavilv  during  bathing. 

External  Applications  of  Hot  and  Cold  Water. — The  water  bag 
and  coil  are  employed  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  inrtammalion  and 
controlling  pain.  A  specially  constructed  Lciter  ear  coil  (Fig.  47) 
is  made  to  fit  closely  about  the  ear  and  over  the  mastoid  process. 
Applications  of  cold  in  the  form  of  the  ice  coil  have  been  exten- 
sively employed  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  mastoid  inflammation 


Fig.  47. — Leittr  e»t  coiL 

and  inflammatory  conditions  of  the  external  and  middle  ear.  The 
procedure  relieves  pain,  but  its  employment  for  mastoiditis  is  looked 
upon  with  disfavor  by  most  otologists.  Except  for  a  few  hours 
during  the  initial  congestive  stage  of  the  disease,  it  is  always  con- 
traindicatcd,  inasmuch  as  it  produces  considerable  local  anesthetic 
effect,  thereby  masking  the  true  symptoms  of  the  disease  without 
being  curative.  In  the  treatment  of  inflammatory  conditions  of  the 
external  and  middle  ear  the  cold  may  be  applied  around  the  ear 
and  over  the  carotid  region  along  the  neck.  For  the  latter  purpose 
compresses  may  be  u^cd  instead  of  a  coil.  Impermeable  paper, 
waxed  cloth,  etc.,  are  never  lo  be  used  for  covering  the  compress. 
Winlcrniiz  believes  that  cold  compresses  placed  over  the  region  of 
the  carotid  anery  produce  sufficient  stimulation  to  contract  its 
walls. 

The  hot-water  bag  is  a  valuable  appliance  for  the  relief  of  aural 
pain,  especially  that  which  accompanies  acute  otitis  media,  furuncle 
of  the  canal,  and  otalgia  of  reflex  origin.  It  is  gratefully  borne 
and  produces  no  ill  effects.  It  may  be  used  continuously  or  at 
intervals,  but  the  temperature  should  not  be  sufficiently  high  to 
bum  nr  scald  the  ^kin. 

Hydropathic  Applications. — In  hydropathic  institutions  it  has 
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been  observed  that  patients  suffering  from  deafness  with  subjectn 
car  noises  due  to  chronic  catarrhal  otitis  media,  whenever  the  body 
is  subjected  lo  warm  hydropathic  packs  lasting  for  an  hour  or  so, 
arc  somt'timcs  greatly  improved  in  heariny  and  relieved  of  tinnitus 
for  varying  periods  of  time.  Occasionally  the  same  results  are 
obtained  iti  isolated  cases  of  disease  of  the  auditory  nerve,  espe- 
cially when  due  to  syphilis,  Urbantschitsch  claims  that  mnrked 
perspiration  resulting  from  active  physical  exertion  may  cause  a 
notable  decrease  in  deafness  and  subjective  ear  noises,  the  symp- 
toms all  recurring  subsequent  to  the  cooling  off  of  the  body. 

Air-douche  Therapy. — Tlie  air  douche  is  employed  for  both 
diagnostic  and  curative  purposes,  first,  by  farcing  air  vapors  or 
fluids  into  the  Kustachian  tube  and  tympanic  cavitv,  and,  second, 
by  pneumomassage  or  currents  of  superheated  afr  through  the 
external  auditory  canal. 

In  the  first  variety  the  nnode  of  entrance  is  either  through  a 
catheter  (Fig.  21 )  passed  into  the  faucial  opening  of  the  Kustachian 
tube,  or  by  condensation  of  the  air  contained  in  the  nasopharyngeal 
space  by  means  of  the  Valsalva  or  Politzer  metlutd  (Chapter  ID. 

The  diagnosis  of  Eustachian  obstruction,  and  to  a  slight  extent 
the  mobility  of  the  mcmbrana  tympani.  is  dependent  upon  cath- 
eterization or  Politzerization  (Chapter  11). 

The  mobility  of  the  membrana  tympani  and  ossicles  is  more 
effectually  determined  by  means  of  the  pneumatic  otoscope  (Fig. 
26),  which  permits  the  surgeon  to  induce  suction  and  condensation 
of  the  air  contined  in  the  external  meatus  and  to  observe  the  move- 
ments of  the  dnim  meinlirane. 

Tntratympanic  Medication  by  Means  of  the  Catheter. — The 
treatment  of  the  intlaninialory  affections  of  tiic  tympanic  cavity 
requires  some  direct  application  to  the  diseased  areas,  a  procedure 
of  considerable  difficulty  except  when  large  perforations  are 
present.  In  the  absence  of  perforations  the  only  means  of  reaching 
this  cavity  is  through  the  Eustachian  tube.  WhcTicvcr  the  oro- 
pharynx is  clear,  with  a  sterile  catheter  any  bland  sterile  fluid  may, 
m  smalt  quantities,  be  introduced  into  the  tubal  canal  without  fear 
of  inflammatory  reaction.  Xcilher  is  there  any  valid  objection  to 
the  introduction  of  slightlv  astringent  or  otherwise  non-irritating 
medicated  fluids  into  the  Uustachian  canal.  l-'Iuids  introduced  in 
this  manner  rarely  enter  the  tympanic  cavity,  but  are  deposited 
along  the  walls  of  the  tube.  .\  minute  portion  of  fluid  is  taken  care 
of  by  the  membranous  lining  of  the  tympanic  cavity  not  only  with- 
out irritation  but  with  bcnctit.  The  chief  benefit  to  be  derived  nuy 
be  expected  from  tubal  medication  only. 

In  the  treatment  of  that  form  of  chronic  tubal  catarrh  which 
is  accompanied  by  an  accumulation  of  exudate,  especially  in  the 
pharyngeal  portion,  six  or  eight  drops  of  the  appropriate  medicated 
fluid  may  be  dropped  into  the  catheter  hy  means  of  a  dropper  or  a 
small  syringe,  and  driven  into  the  tube  under  moderate  pressure 
by  an  ordinary  Politzer  bag.  Too  much  force  should  not  be  used  in 
this  procedure,  the  inflation  being  performed  two  or  three  times  in 
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Succession  in  order  to  expel  the  total  amount  of  fluid  from  the 
catheter  into  the  canal.  A  1  per  cent,  solution  of  common  salt  lo 
which  may  be  added  sufficient  tincture  ui  iodin  to  give  a  pale  amber 
color  has  been  found  to  give  considerable  relief  in  this  variety  of 
cases.  This  solution,  however,  is  readily  decomposed,  and  must 
therefore  be  prepared  for  each  day's  use.  Other  useful  solutions 
are  a  2  or  3  per  cent,  solution  of  sodium  bicarbonate,  a  I  io  3  per 
cent,  solution  of  potassium  iodid  or  ammonium  chlorid,  a  1  per 
cent,  solution  of  ammonium  muriate.  Tlic  author's  preference  is  for 
oily  solutions  in  the  form  of  prupcrly  medicated  vasclin.  several 
formulas  for  which  will  be  found  serviceable.  A  2  per  cent,  solu- 
*tion  of  camphor  and  mentlinl  in  liquid  henzi)inoI  gives  great  relief 
lo  tubal  inflammation,  5  or  6  drops  being  injected  into  the  catheter 
and  forced  into  the  tube  with  the  air  douclie.  These  instillations 
also  make  the  tube  more  permeable  for  the  passage  of  the  Eusta- 
chian bougie.  An  injection  given  tn  facilitate  the  p.issagc  of  the 
bougie  slnmld  not  exceed  three  or  four  minims.  Sterile  solutions 
of  cocain  or  adrenalin  may  be  employed  in  like  manner. 

Introduction  of  Vapors  into  the  Middle  Ear. — In  the  presence 
of  an  intact  membrana  tympani  tt  is  not  probable  that  medicated 
vapors  introduced  into  the  Eustachian  canal  through  the  catheter 
can  be  forced  to  enter  the  tympanic  cavity  even  in  limited  amnunls, 
but  the  column  of  air  contained  in  the  middle  ear  is  displaced  and 
made  to  advance  and  recede  by  this  procedure,  resulting  in  a 
gradual  diffusion  of  the  vapor  employed. 

For  medicinal  purpo'ics  the  Dcnch  middle-ear  vaporizer  (Fig. 
21)  ts  a  useful  instrument,  and  combines  ordinary  inflation  with 
medication  by  using  vapor-laden  air.  By  pouring  into  the  hard- 
rubber  air  chamber,  which  should  be  lightly  packed  with  absorbent 
cotton,  a  solution  of  ciinal  parts  of  iodin,  camplmr  and  menthol,  a 
strong  vapor  is  bUtwn  through  the  catheter  into  the  Fustacliian 
tube.  This  method  is  recommended  as  a  routine  treatment  in  all 
cases  requiring  catheterization.  It  often  relieves  distressing  tinni- 
tus, improves  hearing,  and  tends  to  retard  adhesive  inflammation 
and  possesses  some  slight  absorbent  power. 

Ammoniated  vapors  arc  most  simply  introduced  by  pouring 
the  rapidlv  evaporating  fluid  into  the  bulb  of  an  air  douche.  In 
cases  of  difficult  Politzerization  it  is  customary  to  put  2  or  3  drops 
of  chloroform  into  the  air  douche,  taking  advantage  of  the  rare- 
faction attending  the  escape  of  air  by  the  pressure  upnn  the  bulb  to 
overcome  the  obstruction  in  the  Eustachian  tube.  For  the  same 
purpose  a  few  drops  of  a  snlution  of  one  part  of  camphor  to  ten 
parts  of  ether  have  been  employed.  This  procedure  not  onlv  serves 
to  aid  in  the  process  of  Poliizerizaiinn  of  the  middle  ear.  but  the 
vapors  occasionally  seem  to  cause  at  least  a  temporary  decrease  in 
the  subjective  car  noisc-s,  while  neurotic  patients  arc  sometimes 
sufficiently  im[)resscd  with  the  procedure  to  be  entirely  relieved. 

Superheated  Air. — The  emplovment  of  the  electric  healer  (Fig. 
48)  matces  it  possible  to  douche  either  the  Eustachian  tube  or  the 
external  canal  and  membrana  tympani  with  air  which  has  been 
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warmed  to  a  proper  temperature.  This  is  recommended  in  obsti- 
nate cases  of  tubal  catarrh  with  tinnitus,  and  applied  through  the 
external  auditory  canal  for  the  relief  of  pain  arising  from  intra- 
tympanic  inllaniinaiions  and  otitis  externa. 

Pneumomassage  of  the  Middle  Ear,  and  Negative  Air  Pressure 
in  the  External  Auditory  Canal. — Alternating  condensation  and 
rarefaction  of  air  witliin  the  auditory  canal  serves  to_  produce 
vibrations  of  the  drum  membrane  and  the  ossicular  chain.  Oto- 
massage is  employed  for  the  prevention  of  adhesions  of  those  parts, 
with  diminished  mobility  of  the  sound -con  due  ting  apparatus,  or  for 
breaking- down  those  already  formed.  U  successfully  conducted 
the  hearing  function  is  often  conserved  and  distrc^.^^ing  tinnitus' 
benefited.  In  former  years  the  motive  force  was  derived  from  a 
small  rubber  bulb  or  some  form  of  hand  pump,  types  of  which 


Fig.  48. — Electric  air  heater. 


are  those  of  Lucae.  and  ihc  rarcfactor  constructed  by  Dclstanchc, 

cither  of  which  permits  the  regulation  of  changes  of  air  pressure 
in  the  auditory  canal.  The  control  of  these  instruments  is  entirely 
within  the  province  of  the  operator,  who  may  at  the  same  time 
witness  the  effect  upon  the  drum  membrane  through  the  glass 
window  in  the  spcciihim.  Of  lale  the  electromotor  air  pump  (Fig. 
3)  is  almost  exclusively  employed  for  the  relief  of  pressure  sensa- 
tion and  tinnitus,  on  account  of  the  tuiiformity  nf  pressure  and  rare- 
faction  produced  by  the  electromotor  machinery.  The  electro- 
motor air  pump  is  a  valuable  adjunct  in  the  treatment  of  the  chronic 
forms  of  middle-ear  disease  when  accomi>anicd  by  adhesions.  All 
massage  procedures  arc  employed  to  loosen  the  adhesions  and 
increase  the  motility  of  the  ossicles.  Pneumomassage  of  the  middle 
ear  sometimes  produces  a  transitory  sedative  effect  upon  the  sub- 
jective ear  noises  of  severe  chronic  catarrhal  otitis.  Deafness  also 
is  occasionally  favorably  influenced  by  this  form  of  treatment,  ihe 
relief  being  described  by  patients  as  due  to  a  diminution  of  the 
pressure  sensations  in  the  ear  and  head  and  sometimes  from  vertigo. 
The  hand  otoscope  is  more  positive  in  results  when  employed  Tor 
the  prevention  of  adhesions.  In  labyrinthine  disease  the  intcrrur- 
rent  tinnitus  and  pressure  sensations  are  usually  aggravated  by  the 
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employment  of  |mcuniomassage.  Patients  with  mixed  cntarrlial 
and  labyrinthine  deafness  arc  not  tisually  bcnclitcd  by  piicumo- 
jnassage  except  when  employed  for  ihc  prevention  ofadhesions, 
and  it  should  be  discontinued  whenever  it  increases  the  tinnitus 
or  aggravate-*!  the  deafness.  It  is  usually  contra  indicated  when  the 
drum  membrane  is  atrophic,  even  though  the  ossicles  are  bound 
down  and  iinniovable  on  account  of  librous  deposits,  for  the  suction 
affects  only  the  atrophic  niemhrane  and  ilie  ossicles  arc  not  moved 
thereby.    Added  to  thi^  is  the  danger  of  rupture. 

All  otomassage  instruments  should  be  used  with  due  precau- 
tion, never  indiscriminately,  and  only  after  ascertaining  that  the 
case  is  a  proper  one  for  massage. 

Tlie  binaural  attachment  of  the  electric  apparatus  is  convenient, 
hut  considerable  experience  is  requisite  in  order  tu  determine  the 
proper  suction  force  and  vibratory  speed  for  the  individual  case. 

It  is  safer  for  the  inexperienced  to  employ  a  window  otoscope, 
and  always  under  visual  inspection,  with  the  drum  mcmhranc  in 
full  view.  The  excursion  of  the  drum  and  ossicles  may  thus  be 
noted  and  all  variations  observed. 


Fig.  49. —  Lucae*s 


The  first  manifestation  of  pain  during  the  employment  of 
pnev  mo  massage  is  to  be  interpreted  as  a  sign  of  exaggerated  force, 
especially  if  accompanied  by  vertigo  or  tinnitus.  The  degree  and 
rapidity  of  the  motions  of  the  apparatus  should  be  relatively  dimin- 
ished. Whenever  this  form  of  treatment  is  followed  by  symptoms 
of  pressure,  tinnitus  or  vertigo,  or  i-vcn  if  the  patient  slates  that  he 
does  not  fed  as  well  after  itic  treatment,  it  should  be  disconlimied. 

Pressure-sound  Massage. — Another  form  of  massage  recom- 
mended by  Lucac  is  conducted  by  means  of  the  pressure  sound 
which  bears  his  name  (Fig.  49).  The  purpose  of  the  pressure  sound 
is  to  mobilize  the  ossicular  chain  and  prevent  adhesions.  The  small 
cup-shaped  end,  thinly  wrapped  in  cotton  and  moistened,  is  applied 
to  the  short  process,  the  motor  force  being  supplied  by  the  oper- 
ator's hand.  Tliis  method  is  more  painful  and  does  not  secure  any 
better  results  than  pneumomassage. 

Vibratory  Massage. — FJectric  vibratory  massage  (Fig.  3)  is  a 
%-ahi3hle  aid  in  the  treatment  of  chronic  non-suppurative  ear  affec- 
tions, its  chief  benefits  being  relief  of  tinnitus  and  intratympanic 
pressure.  Unlike  pneumomassage  it  is  often  well  borne  in  laby- 
rinthine and  mixed  rases.  The  soft-rubber  cup-shaped  lip  gives 
better  results  than  hard  rubber.  It  relieves  tension  and  produces 
a  decidedly  soothing  effect  upon  the  nerves  in  a  cla^s  of  p.nticnts 
who  arc  suhject  to  marked  depression  and  fits  of  despondency.  It 
may  be  used  only  for  from  five  to  ten  minutes  and  applied  about 
the  ear.  face  and  cranium.  The  points  of  application  are:  (\)  to  the 
point  of  the  chin ;  (2)  at  the  anterior  edge  of  the  attachment  of  the 
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massetcr  muscle  to  llic  Inwcr  jaw;  (3)  in  front  of  llic  tragus;  (4) 
completely  over  the  opening  af  the  external  auditory  canal;  (5) 
above  the  ear;  (6)  upon  the  mastoid  process;  (7)  at  the  occiput. 
These  points  are  siclectcd  because  lliey  seem  to  carry  the  vibrations 
more  directly  to  the  region  of  the  ear.  Many  patients  seem  to 
receive  benefit  from  the  vibratory  massage  who  believe  they  are 
harmed  when  pneumomassagc  is  employed.  In  any  estimate  of  tlie 
results  of  the  treatment,  the  personal  equation  must  be  given  a 
large  place. 

Instillation  of  Eardrops. — Eardrops  arc  employed  (1)  for  soft- 
ening masses  of  cerumen;  (2)  as  dissolvents  for  the  removal  of 
inspissated  crusts,  scales,  mucus  and  pus;  (3)  as  antiseptics  and 
deodorants;  {A)  for  astringents,  styptics  and  cauterants  in  the 
middle  ear;  (5)  for  local  anesthesia,  all  of  which  are  fully  descrihed 
in  the  various  special  chapters.  In  order  to  properly  instil  drops 
into  the  external  auditory  canal  the  patient  should  either  lie  down 
or  ihe  head  should  rest  horizontally  upon  a  stand  or  table  with  the 
affected  ear  upward.  The  canal  mar  thus  be  filled  from  a  glass 
dropper.  The  entrance  is  also  facilitated  by  gently  moving  the 
external  ear  in  a  somewhat  rotary  manner,  at  the  same  time  lifting 
it.  Very  cold  fluids  should  never  he  used.  Oils  are  con  Ira  indicated 
except  as  a  dressing  for  dermatitis,  or  for  scaly  eczema  of  the 
external  canal. 

A  simple  method  for  heating  eardrops  is  by  immersing  the 
uncorked  bottle  containing  tlic  fluid  in  hot  water.  After  the  instiUa> 
lion  the  car  should  remain  in  the  same  position  for  four  or  five 
minutes,  until  the  fluid  has  had  sufficient  opportunity  to  permeate 
the  entire  cavity.  Shmild  both  cars  be  under  treatment  the  same 
process  may  he  repeated.  If  necessary  to  save  time  one  canal  may 
be  entirely  filled  with  the  lluid  and  the  entrance  corked  by  a  firm 
plug  of  absorbent  cotton,  the  remaining  one  then  receiving  the 
same  treatment.  \'"arious  kinds  of  drops  arc  used  according  to  the 
requirements  n(  the  case. 

InsufBations. — At  the  present  time  the  insufflation  of  powders 
into  the  external  auditory  canal  and  middle  ear  for  medicinal  pur- 
poses is  extremely  limited.  Until  recently  all  cases  of  purulent 
otitis  media  were  treated  by  insufllating  the  external  canal  and 
possibly  the  tympanic  cavity  with  boric  acid,  or  some  other  form 
of  medicated  powder.  This  form  of  routine  treatment  has.  very 
properly,  been  abandoned,  for.  instead  of  absorbing  and  devitalizing 
the  pus,  the  powder  seemed  to  dam  up  the  discharge,  adhere  to  the 
walls  of  the  canal,  and  thus  become  most  difficult  to  remove,  even 
by  forced  syringing,  and  altogether  do  more  harm  than  good.  A 
small  qiiantiiy  of  boric  acid  insufflaled  directly  into  the  tympanic 
cavity  through  a  long  cannula  during  the  last  stage  of  middle-car 
suppuration  hastens  Ihe  healing  process  by  direct  contact  with  the 
tissues  upon  which  its  effect  is  desired.  It  is  not  uncommon  in 
clinic  patient^  tn  be  obliged  in  remove  masses  of  iodoform  or 
boric  acid  which  have  remained  in  the  external  atiditory  canal 
for  several  mouths. 
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'Local  Anesthesia  in  Operative  Procedures  upon  the  Ear. — 
The  local  application  of  s>oIutions  of  cocaine,  t-ucain  or  atypiii  to  th« 
lining  o£  the  auditory  canal  or  an  intact  mcinbrana  tympani 
produces  little  or  no  ancsthciic  ciTcct.  If  injected  undL-rncath  the 
fikin  at  or  near  the  point,  of  incision  anesthesia  \i  produced,  but  at 
ic  expense  of  a  painful  needle  prick.  Eflorts  have  liccn  made  to 
ignieni  the  anesthetic  effect  by  the  addition  of  other  drugs,  and  it 
"Bas  been  found  that  a  sohilinn  made  up  nf  c<iual  parts  of  the  crystals 
of  cocaine,  carbolic  acid  and  menthol,  or  that  recommended  by 
Grey*  which  is  as  follows:— 

B  Cocaine  crystals   Kr.  xij — xxiv; 

Anilin  oil .>......... 3;; 

Absolute  alcoliol    3j ; 

has  con-sidcrable  anesthetic  cfTcct,  especially  upon  the  mem- 
brana  tympani.  These  solutions  act  slowly  and  require  at  least 
twenty  minutes  for  full  anesthetic  action.  Before  instilling  the 
anesthetic  solution  the  head  should  be  bent,  with  the  affected  ear 
turned  upward  and  the  drops  held  firmly  in  position  by  means  of 
a  pledf^'ct  of  cotton  pressed  into  the  external  meatu?.  Symptoms 
of  toxemia  rarely  occur  unless  large  perforations  already  exist. 
'Anesthesia  thus  produced  is  ui^ually  sufficient  to  considerably  lessen 
the  pain  of  a  paracentesis  or  abscess  incision  in  the  canal.  A  hypo- 
dermatic injcctinn  of  a  1  per  cent,  cocaine  solution  made  at  the  point 
of  attachment  of  the  membrane  with  the  upper  wall  of  the  caiiil 
(1-ig.  180)  will  produce  sufficient  anesthesia  to  ailmit  of  para- 
centesis, and  would  he  ideal  for  this  purpose  hut  for  tlie  pain  pro- 
duced by  the  needle  puncture,  which  is  almost  as  severe  as  the 
paracentesis. 

When  the  lirsl-mentioncd  formula  is  employ eil  it  becomes 
necessary  afterward  to  instil  a  few  drops  of  alcohol  into  the  canal 
in  order  to  counteract  the  cscharotic  effect  of  the  carbolic  acid- 

According  to  Neumann,  Day  and  Heck,  simple  and  radical 
mastoid  operations  may  be  performed  under  local  anesthesia  by 
making  deep  injections  of  cocaine  posteriorly  between  the  mem- 
branous and  l>oiu*  canal  walls,  and  snhperiostcally  over  the  cortex 
and  at  the  zygoma,  the  mastoid  lip  and  midway  between  these  two 
points  (FiK.  ?0).  The  solution  should  never  be  stronger  than  I  per 
cent,  cocaine  in  1  lo  5000  adrenalin. 

The  removal  of  granulation  tissue  from  the  external  canal  or 
tympanum,  either  by  curct.  snare  (Tigf.  179)  or  cautery,  is  rendered 
comparatively  painless  by  instilling  the  solution  of  cocaine,  menthol 
and  carliolic  acid,  or  liy  injecting  a  few  drops  of  a  4  per  cent,  solu- 
tion of  cocaine  into  the  growth.  When  perforations  exist  consider- 
able anesthetic  effect  may  be  produced  hv  the  intralympanic  ap|di- 
cation  of  tlic  above  solution,  or  by  aprdyine  the  crystals  of  cocaine 
direct.  A  10  per  cent,  solution  cif  cocaine  in  a  1  to  5000  solution  of 
adrenalin,  instilled  into  the  tympanic  cavity  through  a  perforation, 
injures  good  anesthesia  and  controls  hemorrhage  at  the  same  time. 

1  Brilisli   Medical  Journal,  April.   I90a 
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Dangerous  physiological  effects  of  cocaine  result  from  the  carelesfi 
use  of  excessive  quantities  or  strong  solutions. 

Before  instilling  cocaine  the  ear  should  be  thoroughly  cleansed 
with  a  warm  normal  salt  solution  and  the  whole  area  carefully 
dried.  There  is  less  danger  of  inducing  toxemia  from  a  few  crystals 
applied  directly  to  tlie  part  to  he  anesthetized  than  from  a  weak 
solution  indiscriminately  applied  to  a  large  mucous  surface. 

I.ncal  anesthesia  thus  produced  is  quite  sufficient  in  plucky 
individuals  for  the  performance  of  ossiculectomy,  with  curetment 
of  the  attic  and  tympanic  cavity,  with  the  advantage  to  the  operator 
of  the  upright  posture  and  less  hemorrhage.  It  is  contraindicated 
for  tills  operation  in  timid  and  neurotic  patients  and  when  extensive 
curetment  is  required. 

Pulverized  orthofcrm  blown  upon  the  mucosa  produces  a 
similar  effect,  the  anesthetization  being  more  permanent.    The  sub- 


Fig.  50. —  points  for  the  saliptriosttal  injection  of  cocaine  to  induce  local 
anesthesia  of  the  mastoid  process. 


cutaneous  injection  of  a  1  per  cent,  solution  of  cocaine  has  proved 
sufficient  for  the  painless  removal  of  portions  of  the  concha,  and 
cancerous  conciias  have  been  removed  under  local  anesthesia. 

Ethyl  chlorid  is  useful  for  minor  operations  about  the  ear  in 
locations  where  it  may  be  successfully  applied  t)y  the  usual  method. 

Incision  of  the  Drum  Membrane  (Paracentesis). — Incision  of 
the  mcmbrana  tympani,  or  paracentesis,  the  indications  for  which 
are  more  fully  described  in  Chapter  XV'III,  is  an  operation  which 
is  performed  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  access  to  the  middle  ear 
from  witliout,  and  of  releasing  retained  secretions  from  the  tym- 
panic cavity  proper  and  its  accessory  sinuses.  It  is  chiefly  employed 
to  facilitate  tlic  drainage  of  j)us  in  purulent  otitis  media,  thereby 
becoming  a  \alualile  curative  measure,  and  its  performance  for  this 
purpose  meets  with  the  universal  endorsement  of  otologists.  The 
operation  is  rarely  indicated  in  catarrlial  inflammations,  or  for 
diagnostic  purposes. 

Preparation  of  the  Patient. — The  external  car  and  canal  should 
be  sterilized  as  thnrnnglily  as  possible  by  removing  cerumen  or 
other  debris,  with  douche  or  moist  cotton  probe.  Thorough  douch- 
ing of  the  external  meatus  with  a  quart  or  more  of  solution  of 
bichlorid  of  mercury  (1:-I000),  at  a  temperature  of  110°  F.,  is  the 
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moRt  effective  cleansing;  measure  now  employed.    Asepsis  will  he 

more  nearly  attained  by  tilling  tlic  external  canal  with  alcohul  or 
hydrogen  pcroxid  for  about  Jive  minutes  immediately  after  using 
the  liichlorifl  douche,  the  alTcctcd  car  beiiij;!  tiinu-d  upward,  ana 
the  hairy  portions  ruhbud  wiilra  cotton  probe  saturated  with  the 
same  solution.  The  deeper  portions  o(  llie  canal  cannot  be  scrubbed 
without  breaking'  down  the  delicate  dermoid  lining;. 

Tlie  nose  and  nasopharynx  sliould  he  thoroughly  cleansed  of 
retained  secretions,  in  case  a  subsequent  inflation  may  he  required. 

Slides  for  smears  or  a  culture  metiium  should  he  at  hand  in 
order  that  an  unconlaniinated  specimen  of  the  ioEection  may  be 
secured  for  a  laborator\-  examination. 


Me.  51.  — Hleclric  rar  spcvulum. 

The  haiifis  of  the  operator  and  all  instruments  are  to  be  thor- 
oughly sterilized  and  no  precaution  neglected  to  prevent  (he  ingress 
of  mfection  from  without,  always  an  unfortunate  occurrence  inas- 
niach  as  secondary  infection  complicates  the  case  and  tends 
toward  chronicity.  Under  all  circumstances  a  paracentesis  is  an 
extremely  painful  procedure,  and  especially  so  when  performed 
upon  a  swollen  and  inflamed  drum  membrane,  in  a  patient  who  has 
become  hypersensitive  from  long  suffering  and  loss  of  sleep. 
\Vbenever  possible  it  should  be  performed  under  an  anesllietic. 
The  ideal  anesthetic  for  this  purpose  is  nitrous  o-\\t\  jjas,  as  narcosis 
prf>duccd  by  nitrous  oxid  gas  is  of  sufficient  length  to  allow  of  a 
complete  and  thorfiugli  paracentesis,  and  at  tjic  same  time  is 
fiuickly  recovered  from  without  disagreeable  sequcl.T. 

if  for  any  reason  a  general  anesihefic  cannot  be  given,  much 
of  the  pain  m.iy  he  alleviated  by  an  instillation  of  the  local  anesthe- 
tic mentioned  on  page  91  of  this  chapter. 
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If  performctl  without  an  ancstlictJc  the  incision  should  be  made 
with  f>rcai  prvciseitcss  and  speed  and  completed  i>eforc  the  patient 
has  time  to  interfere. 

The  field  nf  operation  is  to  be  illuminattd  cither  by  brij^ht 
reliected  lij^ht.  electric  headliglit  (Fig.  5).  or  a  speculum  in  which 
a  small  electric  illumination  lamp  is  concealed  (Fig.  51).  A 
speculum  large  enough  to  slightly  sirctch  the  soft  tissues  of  the 
external  canal  give-!  the  best  view  of  the  drum.  With  local  anes- 
thesia or  nitrous  oxid  gas  the  operation  is  performed  in  the  upright 
posture,  which  retains  the  landmarks  in  their  upright  position, 
while  in  the  recumbent  position  a  reversal  of  the  relative  position 


Fig.  52. — Paracentesis  bislatiry. 

of  the' landmarks  occurs,  which  the  operator  must  bear  in  mind. 
The  incision  should  be  made  with  a  sharp  paracentesis  bistoury 
(Fig.  521,  its  lix'atioii  depending  upon  the  conditions  present  in  the 
individual  case.  The  spear-shaped  lancet  (Fig.  .^3"i  ^hould  be  dis- 
carded for  this  operation,  inasmuch  as  an  incision — not  a  puncture 
— is  desired. 

In  purulent  cases  with  decided  bulging  of  the  drum  membrane, 
and  in  other  forms  of  innamniatton  or  traumatism  attended  with 
sufiicteni  e.xiidate  into  the  tympanic  cavity  to  cause  bulging  and 
displacement  of  the  drum  meml>ranc,  the  incision  slunih!  divide  all 
that  portion  of  the  drum  at  wliich  the  bulging  is  most  prominent. 
Generally  this  will  be  found  in  the  posterior  inferior  quadrant  (Fig. 
54i,  but  in  severe  cases  the  entire  drum,  ;iitic  and  the  postcro- 
superior  canal  wall  may  be  intensely  engorged  and  swollen. 


Fig.  Si. —  Spear-shaped  lancet  This  instniment  shoultl  be  discarded 
froin  Ihe  armamcnlsritim  of  the  aitrixl,  in.ismuch  as  incision  uf  the  drum 
inciubrauc  lias  rci>lacrd  putielure. 


A  paracentesis  incision  should  always  be  large  in  order  lo 
allow  free  escape  of  the  secretion  into  the  auditory  canal  and  further 
to  obviate  the  necessity  of  repeating  the  procedure.  The  incision 
should  be  so  placed  that  tlie  opening  will  extend  from  near  the 
floor  of  the  canal  upward  Through  the  entire  bulging  portion  of  the 
membrane,  carefully  avoiding  contact  with  lite  incus  and  stapes 
(l'"ig.  55).  American  surgeons  usually  incise  the  drum  from  below 
upward,  while  among  foreign  surgeons  the  reverse  is  true.  The 
point  of  the  instrument  must  not  penetrate  too  deeply  into  the 
tympanic  cavity,  altliough  some  authorities  recommend  the  division 
of  the  inner  wall  of  the  tympanic  cavity  in  the  region  of  the  prom- 
ontory, for  the  purpose  of  local  depiction — a  procedure  which  is 
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of  doubtful  value  and  liable  to  open  up  a  new  field  for  infection  to 
enter ;  nor  should  the  ossicles  be  wounded.  The  incision  should  he 
so  arranged  that  the  greatest  possible  ininiber  of  radiating  fibres 
will  be  severed,  which  will  tend  to  promote  the  gaping  of  the 
wound  and  prevent  too  rapid  closure.  An  incision  running  parallel 
to  the  malleus  shaft  in  the  posterior  quadrant  (Fig.  56)  serves  this 
purpuse.    In  severe  purulent  cases  the  bulging  involves  Shrapnell's 
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Fig.  54. — The  heavy  dark  line   inilii-atc*  ilic  inriiion  commonly   rtquired 
for  opening  die  tltum  inembrane. 

membrane,  with  infiltration  of  the  poslerosuperior  wall.  The  fact 
that  Shrapncll's  membrane  consists  of  but  two  layers,  the  cutis  aiul 
the  mucosa,  with  the  absence  of  the  strong  lamina  fibrosa,  accounts 
for  its  lack  of  resistance  to  pressure  from  pent-up  exudate,  and 
exjilains  why  it  v|uickly  distends.  In  urdcr  to  more  perfectly  drain 
the  epitympanic  space,  as  well  as  for  purposes  of  local  depletion,  it 
is  wise  to  incise  it  (Fig.  56.  A),  but  the  indications  arc  best  fulfilled 


Vig.  55.— A  taiernl  ••ii.-A  ui  tiic  ■.■..■.:^r  \Mt:\i>ii  ol  die  external  auditory 
canal  and  i>'mt>niiic  cavity,  showing  the  relation  of  the  ossicles  to  the 
mcnittranii  lyiiijiaiii. 

by  extending  the  original  incision  upward  tlirough  the  posterior  fold 
(Fig.  54),  thus  severing  the  numerous  reduplications  of  .Shrapnell's 
membrane.  If  furtlier  depiction  is  desired,  the  inci.sion  may  he 
extended  outward  through  a  portion  of  the  drooping  canal  wall. 
The  latter  procedure  is  recnniniended  by  Dencli  and  others. 

Existing  pcrfr>rations  in  acute  cases  are  usually  loo  small  or 
are  located  too  high  up  to  permit  free  drainage ;  licnce.  it  becomes 
necessary  to  enlarge  the  openings. 
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If  the  small  perforation  is  located  in  the  upper  segment  of  the 
drum  membrane  {^Vig.  56,  B)  the  incision  should  commence  at  that 
point  and  be  extended  downward  to  the  periphery.  But  when  the 
small  perforation  is  located  lower  down  tlie  incision  should  be 
extended  downward  to  the  periphery  and  upward  throughout  the 
entire  area  of  bulging  (Fig-  57,  A). 

It  is  meddlesome  surgery  to  open  the  drum  membrane  for  pur- 
poses of  exploration  or  for  depletion  alone,  inasmuch  as  equally 
effective  results  may  be  obtained  by  local  bloodletting  elsewhere. 

Immediately  following  the  incision  tiie  car  siiould  be  douched 
with  a  warm  solution  of  bichlorid  of  mercury,  1 :  4000,  or  normal 
salt  solution,  through  a  suction  douche  (Fig-  46)  or  fountain 
syringe,  and  every  possible  measure  inaugurated  to  prevent  the 
entrance  of  extraneous  infection,  the  watchword  being  cleanliness 
and  free  drainage  (Cliapter  XVIII). 

Fie.  56.  PlB-  57. 


Fig.  56. — Iiicisinn  of  the  drum  iiicnibraiio,  A.  Through  Shrapnell's 
meinbraiic.  U,  J'Voiii  a  perforation  downward.  C,  Incision  made  anterior 
to  and  parallel  with  the  nialk-us. 

I'ig.  57. — incisions  of  the  meiiihraiia  tympani.     A,  Knlarging  a  perforation, 
li.  Short  anterior  incision. 

A  secondary  paracentesis  is  commonly  required  on  account  of 
the  tendency  to  early  closure  of  the  wound  before  the  pathological 
manifestations  have  sub.sided. 

Depletion  by  Local  Bloodletting. — Depletion  locally  applied  to 
the  tissues  about  the  car  in  the  form  of  real  or  artificial  leeches, 
wet  cups  or  incision,  i,s  employed  in  the  treatment  of  acute  purulent 
and  catarrhal  otitis  media,  mastoiditis,  acute  myringitis,  hyperemia 
and  hemorrhage  witliin  the  labyrinth,  upon  the  theory  that  the 
removal  of  blood  fri.im  an  inflamed  area  relieves  congestion  and 
removes  a  proportionate  quantity  of  the  inflammatory  products  and 
toxins.  The  procedure  usually  results  in  some  relief  of  congestion 
and  pain,  but  it  is  somewhat  doubtful  whether  any  permanent 
benetit  is  accom[)lishe(l,  and  it  is  of  doubtful  value  in  the  treatment 
of  purulent  mastoiditis. 

The  application  of  the  leech  is  unpleasant  and  disgusting.  Its 
bite  heals  slowly,  with  considerable  inflammatory  reaction,  and 
easily  becomes  infected.  Leeches  do  not  readily  bite  upon  skin 
\yhich  has  been  rendered  aseptic  by  the  usual  methods.  In  the 
light  of  modern  aseptic  surgery  whereby  almost  any  quantity  of 
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blocxl  may  be  extracted  ttirough  an  incision  into  a  previously 
sterilized  surface  in  fronl  of  the  trajjus  or  a  little  heluw  it,  nr  upon 
the  masLoid  process,  close  to  the  concha,  and  the  ilow  maintained 
by  means  of  some  form  of  suction,  it  wuuld  seem  timely  to  elimi- 
nate the  leech  (I-'ig.  38). 

Fig.  60  is  a  suction  apparatus  which  is  easily  applied  about  the 
ear,  and  is  preferable  to  cupping. 

In  acute  purulent  otitis  media  local  bloodletting  should  never 
supercede  paracentesis.  The  most  etTeciive  and  satisfactory  means 
of  local  depiction  in  acute  aural  inflammations  of  sufficient  severity 


Fir.  58.— Artificial  Icecli.     Bacon's  ncarificr  niui  cupjiing  glass. 

to  require  a  pararcntesis  is  to  extend  Ihc  paracentesis  incision 
upward  and  outward  into  the  inflamed  and  swollen  tissues  of  the 
canal  wall,  tlius  dividinj*  the  blood-vessels  freely  and  producing 
copious  hemorrhage.  It  has  been  described  as  an  iiitcriial  Wild's 
incision. 

Artificially  Induced  Hyperemia. — In  regard  to  the  applicability 
of  Uicr's  methtxl  ( I'ig.  5'))  in  the  trcalmenl  of  car  disease,  there 
is  a  wide  divergence  of  opinion  amonf,'  the  various  observers 
who  have  personally  investigated  its  clinical  value.  It  has 
been  established,  in  a  general  way,  that  the  congestion  is  readily 
tolerated,  and  often  relieves  pain.  Acute  processes,  notably  mastoid 
complicati<»ns  with  abscess  formation.  m.iy  be  very  favorably  in- 
fluenced, whereas  the  results  in  chronic  suppurations  arc  unsatis- 
factory. The  situation  has  been  concisely  outlined  in  the  state- 
ments of  Schwartze,  to  the  cflfect  that  it  is  left  for  further  clinical 
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research  to  determine  which  types  and  stages  of  ear  inflam- 
mation are  adapted  to  this  form  of  treatment,  and  for  how  long  a 
time  surgical  interference  may  be  delayed  in  its  favor.  As 
Kopetzky  has  shown,  a  certain  element  of  danger  is  involved  in  the 
postponement  and  neglect  of  urgent  surgical  intervention  because 
of  the  cessation  of  urgent  symptoms  by  the  use  of  Bier's  treatment, 
the  disease  often  progressing  nevertheless. 

In  patients  with  arteriosclerosis  or  intracranial  complications 
it  is  absolutely  contraindicated.  Ily  modification  of  the  violent 
acute  symptoijis,  so  as  ttt  obscure  the  clinical  picture  and  simulate 
an  apparent  improvement  when  the  process  meantime  is  steadily 
advancing,  the  method  may  lead  to  serious  results.  There  are  two 
factors  which  clinical  experience  has  shown  to  increase  the  pros- 
pects of  a  successful  outcome  in  this  form  of  treatment:  (1) 
timely  institution  of  tlie  congestive  hyperemia;   (2)   selection  of 


ri^.  59. —  TliL-  Hii.r  tn.atmiiit  \iv  constriction  ban  J  about  the  neck. 

patients  liaving  a  strong  constitution,  and  free  from  kidney  disease 
or  circulatury  disturl)aiiccs. 

In  passing,  the  writer  wishes  to  add  that  if  a  careful  and  dis- 
criminating clinician  is  essi-'ulial  to  the  successful  outcome  of  this 
plan  of  treatment  in  the  field  of  otology,  this  remark  applies  with 
even  greater  force  to  its  adoption  in  rliinological  cases,  where  the 
corresponding  observations  are  less  numerous,  less  uniform,  and 
less  encouraging  than  in  ear  patients. 

Vaccine  Therapy. — IK-rc  is  a  tiroad  field  for  research  and 
cxpcrinieiUation  and  one  replete  witli  possibilities.  The  working 
tlic(try  of  opsonic  tlierapy  is  outlined  by  Heck-  and  is  as  follows: — 

1.  I'artcria  infecting  the  body  arc  attacked  by  leucocytes 
which  ingest  them. 

2.  'I'iie  nuniljcr  of  iiaclcria  which  can  be  ingested  is  of  varying 
quantity. 

3.  The  number  of  bacteria  whicti  can  be  ingested  depends  upon 
their  preparation  by  siil)slances  present  in  the  plasma  of  the  blood 
known  as  op,-onins. 

4.  Ops(tnins  are  supposed  to  exert  some  influence  upon  bac- 
teria, by  which  they  become  prepared  for  ingestion  by  the  leuco- 


!=  Tniii-ncliniK   .\incritaii  Laryiigological,   Rliinological  and  OtoloEfical 
Society,  1908,  p.  459. 
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cytes.  It  has  also  been  ftmiid  by  t-xpcrimcnts  that  normal  blood 
varies  but  little  in  n])sijnic  strength,  wbilc  in  individuals  who  are 
infected  the  opsonic  strength  i^  materially  lessened.  Jlcnce,  in 
infected  persons  with  lowered  op.sonic  strength,  but  few  bacteria 
are  prepared  for  inj;esiion  by  the  tcucocytcs. 

The  opsonic  index  is  founded  upon  the  ratio  borne  by  the 
number  of  bacteria  which  become  ingested  by  the  leucocytes  in 
infected  individuals  to  that  of  the  normal  or  healthy  person. 

Reduced  to  percentage— if  within  a  given  lime  10  iKicterJa  are 


Fig.  60.— Suction  np|>ar:itu)l   for  itidiKilig  local  hjiwremiau     (foteler.) 

ingested  by  the  leucocytes  in  health  while  but  5  bacteria  of  similar 
type  are  ingested  by  one  infected,  the  opsonic  index  of  the  one 
infected  is  0.5. 

The  opsonic  index  is  increased  by  injecting  into  the  infected 
person  dead  cultures  of  the  particular  type  of  micro-organisms 
(preferably  from  his  own  body)  from  which  he  is  suffering. 

Should  future  experiments  establish  the  earlier  claims  made 
by  Ihn^e  w!m  have  experimented  widely,  notably  Wright,  and 
Douglas.-^  the  era  will  mark  an  epoch-making  advance  iu  thera- 
peutics. 

The  Hiss  Leucocyte  Extract. — Tn  the  following  communication 

■  Proceeding  of  the  Royal  Society,  vol.  Ixxii,  Ixxiii  and  Ixxvii. 
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Dwyer  gives  a  tirieE  nsume  of  iiis  experiments  wiih  the  Hiss  leuco- 
cyte extract  in  purulciu  affections  arisinjj  from  ihe  ear  and  nose. 
Several  of  the  cases  treated  have  occurred  in  ihe  author's  service  at 
the  Manhattan  Eye,  Ear  and  Throat  Hospital. 

"Every  clinician  is  aware  of  the  importance  of  the  lcucoc\lcs 
in  the  struggle  aj;ainst  infection  from  micro-organisms.  The 
method  heretofore  pursued  in  treating  these  diiscases  has  hecn  to 
stimulate  and  .support  the  patient  until  cither  the  infection  or  the 
patient's  resistance  proved  iht*  strimgcr.  Kxpcrimcnial  (•iiiilies 
have  seemed  to  warrant  the  employment  of  a  more  natural  and 
hence  a  more  rational  method  of  comtiaiinjf  these  organiftms  by 
injecting  into  the  circulation  an  extract  of  rabbits'  leucocytes, 
which,  when  thtis  injected  into  the  patient  suffering;  from  .•tuch 
infections  as  arise  from  the  pyog^enic  organisms,  seems  to  favorably 
modify  the  course  of  these  infection?.  The  experimental  results  in 
rabbits  and  the  results  obtained  in  human  beings  by  the  treattnent 
with  this  extract  were  reported  by  Hiss,  the  author  of  this  tbcra- 
pciitic  measure  in  the  Journal  of  Medical  Research,  volume  xix. 
No.  3." 

"The  results  of  Hiss  were  most  gratifying.  During  the  last 
year  the  writer  has  treated  2!  eases  with  this  extract  for  varyinff 
periods  with  gratifying  results.  Ten  of  this  series  were  considered 
by  the  attending  surgeons  as  desperate  and  probably  fatal  cases. 
Seven  of  these,  or  70  per  rem.,  survived.  In  ihc  complete  series 
there  was,  with  one  exception,  some  response  to  the  injections  of 
the  extract,  the  change  generally  noted  being  improvement  in  the 
general  condition  and  in  Ibe  delirium.  In  tiie  majority  of  cases 
the  latter  symptom  disappeared.  In  several  there  was  a  decided 
change  in  the  temperature,  a  drop  of  2  or  3  degrees  taking  t>lace 
in  a  few  hours.  Four  cases  of  erj'stpclas.  occurring  within  a  few 
days  after  the  mastoid  operation,  recovered  ((uickly;  the  erysipelas 
ceased  to  spread  and  the  duration  of  the  disease  was  apparently 
shortened.  One  of  the  main  poinis  in  connection  with  these  cases 
was  the  fact  that  the  wounds  remained  perfectly  healthy  and  healed 
in  about  the  average  time  of  an  ordinary  mastoid  wound,  which  is 
contrary  to  the  usual  experience.  The  cases  of  pneumonia  were 
much  improved,  as  shown  by  tlie  immediate  lessening  nf  the 
dyspnea,  the  improvement  in  the  pulse  and  the  general  condition. 
One  case  of  meningitis,  complicating  frontal  sinusitis,  responded 
very  quickly  to  the  extract  and  was  discharged  cured,  .\nothcr 
similar  case  was  slightly  improved,  but  eventually  succumbed.  The 
most  striking  and  satisfactory  series  comprised  those  of  mastoiditis, 
complicated  by  sinus-throntbosis.  The  ligation  of  the  jugular  vein 
localizes  to  a  large  extent  the  septic  process  and  prevents  further 
infection,  but  sufficient  septic  matter  has  generally  been  absorbed 
to  keep  up  the  symptoms  of  sepsis  for  some  days  and  in  some  cases 
to  eventually  overwhelm  the  patient.  This  class  quickly  responded 
to  the  injections  and  thereby  were  tided  over  a  crucial  period  in 
their  illness." 

"The  reports  of  others  bear  out  the  above  results.    Floyd  and 
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T-ucas,  of  tlie  department  of  bactcriolnjsfy,''  report  41  cases  of 
pneutnunia  ssu  treated  with  a  niortaliiy  of  5,  or  12'/i  per  cent.  This 
deaili  rate  is  much  below  the  average,  as  the  prevailing  mortality 
during  the  last  five  years  at  the  hospital  where  these  cases  were 
treated  was  21^0  per  cent.  Also,  a  comparison  of  a  scries  of  25 
cases  treated  with  the  extract  and  25  treated  by  the  ordinary  means 
shows  a  mortality  cf  more  than  double  in  the  series  of  the  untreated 
cases." 

"Dr.  Adrian  I-amhert,  New  York  City,  reports  51  cases  of 
erysipelas  so  treated.  His  conclusions  were  that  wlien  the  injec- 
tions uf  the  leucocyte  extract  were  commenced  within  forty-eight 
hours  of  the  onset  i)ie  extract  acted  almost  as  a  .specitic.  In  average 
cases,  regardless  of  the  time  of  inception  of  the  treatment,  the 
symptoms  were  much  alleviated,  the  general  condition  much 
^improved  and  the  complications  and  .sequelae  fewer  and  less  severe. 
One  of  his  series  wos  interesting:  6  cases  of  infants  under  one  year 
of  age  were  treated  with  the  extract  with  a  niortaliiy  rate  of  33^^ 
per  cent.  His  prcviuu*  mortality  rate  with  such  cases  had  been 
100  per  cent.  The  evidence  at  hand  seems  favorable  to  this  mode 
of  treatment,  and  my  conclusions  arc  as  follows: — 

"1.  In  no  cases  has  the  extract  done  any  harm  to  the  patient 
treated.  2.  N'o  local  reaction  was  observed  at  any  time  and  the 
tumefaction  produced  by  the  injection  of  .such  a  large  amount  of 
fluid  was  absorbed  with  great  rapidity.  3.  The  chief  advantage 
from  a  practical  point  of  view  is  that  the  eflfecls  of  the  extract  are 
apparent  within  a  few  hours  after  its  use.  4.  W'c  inject:  into  the 
)ody  only  substances  which  are  normally  present  tliere.  5.  There 
is  no  necessity  of  isolating  the  ofTcnding  organism  as  must  be  done 
in  (he  use  of  vaccines,  and  this  is  c)f  importance  in  those  obscure 
septic  cases  where  we  cannot  isolate  the  organism." 

"Such  a  method  of  treatment  seems  peculiarly  suitable  in  the 
treatment  of  the  systemically  acute  infeclinns  with  the  ordinary 
pus  organisms.  The  consensus  of  opinion,  as  gleaned  from  the 
reports  of  those  who  have  treated  a  scries  of  cases  with  the  vac- 
cines, i*  that  the  latter  arc  more  suital>lc  to  chronic  cases  and  that 
in  fact  much  harm  may  result  from  their  use  in  the  acute  infec- 
tions when  accompanied  by  general  systemic  symptoms.  This  has 
been  the  writer's  experience,  and  if  we  are  to  use  vaccines  in  such 
ca.^ics,  then  we  must  revise  our  whole  conception  of  how  antibodies 
and  vaccines  operate  in  the  system.  There  arc  no  objections  to  the 
extract,  as  the  use  of  the  latter  docs  not  call  for  the  active  participa- 
tion of  the  system  in  the  process." 

"Analyzing  as  far  as  possible  the  action  of  the  extract,  it  would 
appear  that  it  docs  not  act  through  the  bactericidal,  bacteriolytic 
or  phagocytosis-stimulating  power,  but  that  its  marked  favorable 
influence  on  the  general  condition  and  in  some  cases  on  the  tempera- 
lure  is  in  all  prohahiljty  referable  to  its  neutralization  of  the  toxic 
products,  that  is,  ordinarily  speaking,  to  its  combating  the  condi- 
tion spoken  of  as  septic  or  toxemic." 

*  Harvard  Medical  School,  Journal  of  Medical  Research. 
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"The  extract  is  administered  subcutaneously  twice  daily  in 
doses  of  10  c.c.  It  may  be  given  more  frequently  if  necessary.  The 
soft  tissues  either  at  the  back  of  the  abdomen  or  buttocks  should  be 
selected  for  the  site  of  puncture.  It  is  necessary  to  keep  the  supply 
of  extract  in  a  cool  place." 

Blood-pressure. — Ilubby^  has  found  that  the  determination  of 
blood-pressure  (Fig.  302)  is  sometimes  of  value  in  suspected  intra- 
cranial complications  of  suppurative  diseases  of  the  ear.  The 
Janeway  sphygmomanometer  was  used,  the  patient  always  being 
in  a  horizontal  position.  lie  states  that  it  is  only  of  value  when 
frequently  taken — i.e.,  several  times  a  day.  He  found  that  an 
exploratory  operation  was  indicated  in  suppurative  diseases  of  the 
ear  (other  causes  of  high  blood-pressure  not  being  frequent),  on  the 
finding  of  high  blood-pressure  associated  with  such  symptoms  as 
beginning  edema  of  the  optic  papilla,  and  vertigo. 

"  Medical  Review  of  Reviews,  January,  1908, 
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CHAPTER  IX. 
SURGICAL  ANATOMY. 

The  external  car  constitutes  the  most  external  of  the  ana- 
tomical divisions  of  the  organ  of  hcarinff,  and  is  composed  of  (a) 
the  auricle  (pinna);  (b)  the  external  auditory  canal  (meatus  audi- 
torium cxtcrnus). 

The  Auricle.— The  auricle  consists  of  a  Ihin,  pliable,  irregular, 

ihrocartilaginous  framework  enveloped  in  perichondrium  and  skin. 

"he  slcin  is  thrown  into  folds  and  projections,  the  most  extensive 

of  which  is  at  its  lowest  surface,  where  a  large,  loose,  dependent 

fold  of  integument  envelops  a  quantity  of  adipi.ise  tissue,  hut  no 

cartilage. 

The  posterior  surface  of  the  auricle  is  generally  convex,  except 
near  its  free  border,  and  is  fairly  smonth.  while  the  anterior  surface 
is  generally  concave,  presenting  nunierinis  irregularities  whicli  form 
elevations  and  depressions,  'llie  attachment  of  the  pinna  is  hy 
extension  of  its  cartilage  into  the  externa!  auditory  meatus  and  the 
continuation  of  its  integument  to  that  of  tiie  temporal  and  cheek 
region.  Normally  the  attachment  to  the  temporal  hone  is  at  an 
acute  angle.  The  nomenclature  and  illustration  of  the  various 
folds,  concavities,  ridges,  crura  and  notches  are  found  in  Tig.  61. 

There  are  marked  variations  in  the  anatomical  ontlines  of  the 
auricle  wiiliin  even  nnrmal  limitations,  white  maUormations, 
anomalies  and  deforinities  occur  in  a  variety  of  forms.  .Vraong  the 
varialions  in  size  it  will  be  noted  that  the  pinna  of  the  male  is 
larger  than  that  of  the  female,  the  right  is  usually  larger  than  the 
left,  and  there  is  a  tendency  toward  increase  in  length,  in  old  af^e. 
Other  variations  have  been  noted  by  alienists  in  the  criminal  and 
the  dcgciieratc- 

The  integument  of  the  auricle  is  thin,  containing  sebaceous 
glands,  and  in  some  locations  hairs.  Its  attachment  to  the  concave 
surface  is  considerably  firmer  than  to  the  convex.  There  is  but 
lilUe  subcutaneous  fat  present  except  in  the  lobule. 

A  number  of  rudimentary  muscles  arc  iound  on  both  the 
anterior  and  posterior  surface  of  the  auricle.  These  are  of  ana- 
tomical value  only,  and  are  not  herein  described. 

The  arterial  supply  of  the  pinna  comes  from  the  posterior 
auricular,  the  occipital  and  the  superficial  temporal  arteries. 

The  pinna  receives  its  sensory  nerve  supply  chiefly  from  the 
auI^cuIotcmporal  and  the  auricularis  magnus;  the  motor  supply 
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h    derived    from    the    facial    nerve.      NuinerQU:>    lymph    channels 
traverse  the  auricle. 

The  External  Auditory  CanaL — The  external  auditnn,-  meatus 
extends  from  the  cuncaviiv  of  the  cuiitha  to  tlic  margin  of  the 
lympaiiic  menihrane.  The  outer  or  canilaijinous  portion  extending; 
inward  passes^  upward  and  slijjhily  backward,  while  the  bony  canal 
extends  inward,  downward  and  usually  slightly  forward,  the  highest 
level  of  the  canal  ticing  at  about  tlic  junction  of  tlie  cartilaginoua 
and  osseous  portions. 
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Fit;.  <^1- — l^ic  normal  auricle  with  lanilniuks. 

Tlie  cartilaRe  is  absent  along  the  superior  and  posterior 
portions  of  the  canal,  its  chief  direct  attachment  lo  the  bony  portion 
being  in  the  form  of  a  flattened  process  (the  processus  trian- 
gularis). 

The  outer,  cartilaginous  portion  and  the  inner,  bony  portions 
are  connected  l>y  coarse  connective  tissue  which  is  rich  in  elastic 
Hbres.  l-ihrous  tissue  also  fdls  in  two  or  three  vertical  fissures 
which  are  found  in  the  anterior  wall  of  the  cartilaginous  canal  and 
which  are  known  as  Incisurjc  i^antorini.  The  larger  of  these  is 
located  near  the  base  of  the  tragus.  They  add  to  the  mobility  of 
the  cartilaginous  meatus  and  arc  of  clinical  importance  inasmuch 
as  abscesses  of  the  parotid  sometimes  rupture  spontaneously 
tbrougli  Ihcm  into  the  auditorv  r.inal.  In  operations  on  the  mastoid 
process  and  other  operations  in  this  region  which  require  a  posterior 
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incision,  tlic  dctitscenccs  cnaMc  the  operator  to  turn  the  i)inna  and 
membranous  canal  well  forward  and  thus  gain  sufficient,  space  for 
his  manipulations. 

The  posterior  wall  of  the  external  auditory  meatus  docs  not 
extend  outward  as  far  as  ihe  anterjnr,  and  any  individual  peculiari- 
ties in  the  orifice  are  g-enerally  due  to  variations  in  tlie  ini^c  and 
position  of  the  traj;iis  plate.     The  conlniir  of  the  exlcrnal  aiidilnry 


-•Julvr  as]>ci.'t  of  ihe  rislit  side  of  the  cranium  of  a  fetus 
■wing  entire  nl)seii«  of  the  osseous  meatus,  mastnid  tip,  the 
ranc  and  ouiclct  ix  o'/m.     (From  Dimnin^'s  collection.) 


meatus  is  soinuwhat  irregular,  cross-sections  showing  variations  ol 
form  and  size.  The  anterior  and  inferior  walls  arc  of  greater  leUKtli 
than  the  posterior  and  superior  on  account  of  the  oblique  position 
of  the  tympanic  membrane.  The  length  of  the  posterior  .superior 
wall  avciages  about  24  mm.,  while  that  of  tlic  anterior  inferior  wall 
is  about  33  mni. 

In  the  newborn  the  pinna  shows  well -developed  furrows  and  a 
fossa  between  the  lateral  convex  folds,  which,  in  the  embroyo,  lie 
so  close  tojjether  as  to  form  very  narrow  fissures  only.  Scliwalbe 
speaks  of  the  flowcr-Iike  unfolding  after  birth  of  the  heretofore 
closed  aural  bwd- 
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Morphologically  there  is  a  lumen  in  the  external  auditory 
meatus  in  ihc  ncwliorn:  physiologicallv  there  is  nol,  the  inicrnal. 
wedge-shaped  tympanofibrous  section  being  closed  by  desquamated 
epithelial  ccrlls,  and  the  relatively  wide  outer  funnel  being  tilled  up 
with  vcrnix  easeosa.  On  the  removal  of  this  external  auditory 
meatus  in  the  ncwlKirn  it  appears  as  a  relatively  narrow  fissure  flat- 
tened from  alxjvc  downward.  At  abuut  two  months  of  ajife  the 
anterior  and  posterior  walls  have  become  dififcreniiatcd. 

The  osseous  portion  of  the  canal  is  not  present  at  birth  (Fig. 
62),  hut  is  represented  by  a  partially  formed  bony  ring",  the  annulus 
tympanicus;  meanwhile  all  the  sutures  and  fissures  are  sliU  wide 
open.  In  ilie  adult,  however,  the  roof  of  the  bony  meatus  is  formed 
by  an  outgrowth  nf  ilic  squamoxis  process  of  the  temporal  bonc- 
Thc  anterior,  inferior  and  lower  portion  of  the  posterior  walls  arc 
formed  from  the  tympanic  process,  while  the  superior  and  upper 
posterior  sections  develop  from  the  Wjuanious  plale  of  the  leinporat 
bone. 

Some  weeks  after  birth  an  increase  of  substance  takes  place  mi 
the  tubercles  at  tlic  lateral  sides  of  the  tympanic  ring.  The  rapid 
growth  of  the  tubercles  and  the  simultaneous  increase  of  substance 
in  the  whole  tjmpanic  rinj;  lead  to  the  bridge-like  uiiinn  between 
them,  which  is  usually  complete  at  llic  end  of  the  first  year.  A  gap 
or  dehiscence  tilled  with  fibrous  tissue  remains  between  the  lower 
periphery  of  the  ring  and  the  buny  ridge  wbicli  forms  the  outer 
section  of  the  anterior  and  lower  wall  nf  the  meatus.  This  gnp 
usually  becomes  filled  by  bone  about  the  third  year,  btit  it  may- 
persist  up  lo  the  sixth  year,  and  occasionally  bony  union  never 
becomes  complete.  This  dehiscence  is  of  surgical  significance,  inas- 
mncli  as  pus  from  the  auditory  canal  may  burrow  through  it  into 
the  inferior  maxilljiry  articulation. 

The  formation  (if  the  superior  wall  of  the  meatus  out  of  the 
squamous  portion  of  the  lem|M)ral  bone  proceeds  in  such  a  manner 
that  the  s<|uania  proper  above  the  temporal  tine  retains  its  position, 
while  the  part  situated  below  the  temporal  line  gradually  projcctft 
and  assumes  a  horizontal  ]>osilion,  in  apposition  with  the  anterior 
and  posterior  walls. 

The  relation  of  the  walls  of  the  adult  osseous  meatus  ia  as 
follows : — 

(a)  The  Superior  Wall. — The  superior  wall  is  directly  in  rela- 
tion to  a  layer  of  diploe  of  varying  thickness,  oficn  with  |Mieumaric 
cells  which  extend  along  the  zygoma.  Overlying  the  diploe  is  found 
the  denser  inner  tabic  which  forms  the  floor  of  middle  fossa.  The 
section  of  bone  between  the  superior  canal  wall  and  the  middle 
fossa  varies  in  thickness  from  2  to  14  mm. 

(6>  The  Anterior  Wall.— The  superior  maxillary  articulation 
and  a  portion  of  the  parutid  gland  lie  directly  in  front  of  the  anterior 
wall,  from  IhiIIi  of  which  it  is  sepanite<l  by  an  exceedingly  thin  plate 
of  I)one. 

(f>  The  Inferior  Wall. — The  dense  bone  of  the  lower  wall  is  in 
relation  to  the  parotid  gland. 
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(d)  The  Posterior  Wall. — The  posterior  wall  of  varying  thick- 
ness lies  in  direct  relation  to  the  mastoid  cells.  In  its  lowetr 
posterior  portion  it  is  in  relation  with  the  facial  canal.  In  rare 
instances  the  sigmoid  sinus  passes  close  to  the  posterior  canal  wall. 

The  importance  surgically  of  the  development  of  the  bony 
external  auditory  meatus  becomes  evident  when  operating  upon  the 
mastoid  process  during  infancy,  inasmuch  as  the  relative  position 
of  the  mastoid  antrum  to  the  infantile  auditory  meatus  differs  from 
its  anatomical  relationship  in  the  adult,  and  the  anatomy  of  the 
parts  in  infancy  must  therefore  be  well  known,  when  operating. 

The  integument  of  the  auditory  meatus  is  exceedingly  thin  and 
delicate  and  lacks  the  resisting  power  observed  in  the  integument 
of  more  exposed  portions  of  the  body.  It  is  almost  immovably 
attached  to  the  structures  lying  underneath.  The  cartilaginous 
portion  of  the  meatus  contains  hairs  and  sebaceous  glands,  also 
ceruminous  glands,  from  which  cerumen  or  ear  wax  is  secreted.  In 
the  osseous  portion  no  hair  or  glands  are  found.  An  exceedingly 
thin  section  of  integument  also  forms  the  outer  layer  of  the  tym- 
panic membrane. 

The  external  auditory  meatus  receives  its  blood  supply  from 
branches  of  the  posterior  auricular,  superficial  temporal  and 
external  maxillary  arteries,  the  accompanying  veins  emptying  into 
the  temporal,  posterior  auricular  and  internal  maxillary  veins. 

The  sensory  nerve  supply  of  the  meatus  comes  from  branches 
of  the  auricularis  magnus,  the  auricular  branch  of  the  vagus,  and 
the  auriculotemporal,  the  motor  supply  coming  from  the  seventh 
cranial. 

Lymph  channels  are  also  found  which  communicate  with  the 
posterior  auricular  lymphatic  glands  and  the  parotid, 


CHAPTER  X. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  EXTERNAL  EAR. 

Eczema. — (a)  Eczema  intertrigo ;  (t)  eczema  acuta ;  (c ) 
eczema  chronica;  and  other  skin  lesions. 

(a)  ECZEMA  INTERTRIGO. 

This  affection  is  characterized  by  epithelial  desquamation 
and  serous  exudate  without  infiltration  of  the  deeper  dermal  layers. 

Etiology. — The  pernicious  custom  of  pressing  or  binding  the 
ears  of  infants  and  young  cliildren  to  the  side  of  the  head  by  means 
of  close-fitting  caps  or  bandages  is  the  chief  cause  of  this  disease. 
This  procedure  brings  the  jiosterior  surface  of  the  pinna  into  close 
contact  with  the  cutaneous  surface  of  the  mastoid  process,  and 
thus  the  moisture  and  tlie  normal  dermal  exudate  collect  in  sufHcient 
quantity  to  produce  burning  and  itching,  wliich  the  child  attempts 
to  relieve  by  rubbing  or  tearing  at  tlie  liinder.  The  superBcial 
epithelium  finally  macerates  and  desquamates,  leaving  the  raw 
surface  of  the  deeper  dermal  layer  exposed.  Neglected  children 
whose  ears  are  rarely  cleansed.  wlierel)y  filth  is  allowed  to  collect 
about  the  ear,  are  prone  to  scratch  and  rub  the  parts  until  large 
surfaces  become  chapped,  especially  aI>out  and  above  the  posterior 
attachment  of  the  auricle.  .Additionally  there  is  a  copious  irritating 
serous  exudate  which  adds  to  the  patient's  discomfort. 

Unless  checked  by  treatment,  infiltration  of  the  deeper  layers 
ensues,  with  a  resultant  true  eczema. 

Ssrmptoms. — Superficial  hyperemia  is  the  first  observable  sign. 
This  is  soon  followed  by  excessive  moisture  of  the  parts,  and  as 
desquamation  progresses  the  secretion  becomes  copious.  Burning 
and  pruritus  are  severe,  and  are  aggravated  by  the  efforts  of  the 
child  to  relieve  its  suffering.  Whenever  the  secretion  is  allowed  to 
remain  it  becomes  foul,  malodorous  and  forms  crusts  which 
resemble  slougiis. 

Treatment. — The  denuded  surfaces  should  be  clean.sed  with 
warm  water  and  covered  with  vaselin,  over  which  bismuth,  aristol, 
or  stearate  of  zinc  may  be  shaken. 

If  necessary,  the  denuded  parts  may  lie  separated  by  layers  of 
gauze;  applications  of  cold  cream  or  equal  parts  of  lanolin,  vaselin 
and  zinc  ointment  may  be  applied.  It  h  essential  to  remove  the 
primary  cause  of  the  affection,  which,  as  a  rule,  is  filth  and  the 
pernicious  habit  of  binding  the  ears,  or  wearing  tight-fitting  caps 
for  prolonged  periods  of  time. 

It  is  important  to  differentiate  true  eczema  from  excoriations 
and  other  forms  of  dermatitis  to  which  the  external  ear  is  subject- 
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(b)  ACUTE  EC2EMA. 

Acute  cc7cma  of  the  car  is  fharat'icrizcd  by  local  inflammatory 
swelling  and  redness  of  llic  ear,  u|>on  wliich  numerous  vesicles  or 
1)lel)s  appear.  The  disease  usually  appears  about  the  external 
meatus  or  behind  the  car,  along  the  groove  which  marks  the  attach- 
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1  iij,  ^.*  — Eciema  ol  iht-  auricle. 

ment  of  the  auricle  to  the  head.  From  either  of  these  points  it  may 
spread  over  the  entire  auricle  and  extend  to  the  adjoining  surfaces 
iVig.  63). 

The  secretion  is  usually  serum,  sometimes  tinged  with  blood. 
This  exudate  lifts  the  epidermis  in  vesicles  or  sweeps  it  entirely 
away. 

Etiology. — A  defmite  cause  for  aural  eczema  is  not  always 
determinable.  Tlie  disease  occurs  primarily  as  a  result  of  local 
irritation  of  the  p^rts.  Tfie  more  common  irritant  is  purulent  aural 
discharge,  especially  when  allowed  to  flow  without  the  intervention 
of  proper  cleansing  measures.     Excessive  cold  from  frostbite,  or 
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the  application  of  icebags ;  excessive  heat  from  the  injudicious 
employment  of  hot-water  bags,  and  douches;  accidental  scalds  and 
sunburn;  local  applications  of  iodoform,  mercurial  and  other  oint- 
ments, are  among  the  local  exciting  causes  of  acute  eczematous 
indammation. 

Intertrigo  has  been  mentioned  previously  as  a  forerunner  of 
both  acute  and  ciironic  eczema.  Prominent  among  the  predisposing 
causes  are  heredity,  gout,  rheumatism,  leukemia  and  malas- 
similation  from  various  causes,  notably  overfatigue,  and  unwhole- 
some or  insufficient  nourishment. 

Symptoms. — A  sharp  burning  sensation,  followed  by  pruritus, 
marks  the  onslaught  of  the  disease.  Whenever  the  external  canal 
is  involved  the  swelling  may  he  sufficient  to  block  oflf  its  lumen  and 
produce  temporary  deafness  and  tinnitus. 

A  moderate  elevation  of  temperature  is  observed  in  young 
children.  Restlessness  and  sleeplessness  result  from  the  pruritu*, 
the  latter  being  often  noted  if  the  surfaces  are  rubbed  or  scratched. 
As  the  vesicles  rupture,  the  retained  secretion  covers  the  denuded 
surface,  forming  yellowish  crusts,  thus  constituting  the  exudative 
stage  »'f  the  disease.  If  the  crusts  are  allowed  to  remain  unmolested, 
the  subsc(|uent  secretion,  which  accumulates  underneath,  becomes 
infected.  This  aggravates  tiie  local  irritation  and  proportionately 
increases  infiltration  and  thickening  of  the  deeper  layers. 

The  disease  may  run  a  long  or  a  sliort  course.  In  the  milder 
cases,  which  result  from  local  irritation,  the  vesicles  quickly 
rupture,  or  the  secretion  becomes  absorbed  and  the  epidermis 
exfoliates  at  the  end  of  tiirec  or  four  days.  In  severe  cases  the 
exudate  may  persist  f<  ir  si  mic  days,  then  disappear ;  or  it  may 
become  purulent  and  persist  indefinitely  or  until  checked  by  appro- 
priate treatment.  In  those  who  are  subject  to  the  disease  elsewhere, 
or  who  arc  otherwise  predisposed,  an  acute  attack  abttut  the  auricle 
may  result  in  the  development  of  the  chronic  form.  The  treatment 
of  this  disease  is  outlined  in  connection  with  that  for  chronic 
eczema. 

(c)  CHRONIC  ECZEMA. 

The  chief  characteristics  of  the  chronic  eczema  are  inflamma- 
tory thickening  of  the  deeper  dermal  layers,  persistent  epithelial 
desquamation,  and  an  aggravating  pruritus. 

Etiology. — The  disease  results  from  the  acute  forms  in  all 
cases.  It  is  usually  curable,  but  recurrence  is  common.  In  a  small 
perocnta,t;c  of  cases  the  disease  persists  thrnughout  life,  resisting 
all  fnrms  of  treatment.  The  employment  of  earspoons,  hairpins  or 
other  mechanical  means  for  the  relief  nf  tlie  pruritus,  and  the 
removnl  i<l  scales  from  the  canal  agi.'ravatc  the  affection  and  often 
result  in  infcctinn  nf  the  deeper  tissues  and  the  formation  of 
furuncles.  It  is  quite  common  to  discover  patches  of  eczema 
Sfiuamosuni  in  the  cxtcriijil  meatus  among  individuals  addicted  to 
the  u-^c  of  narcotics,  especially  o]>ium. 

The  disease  may  extend  over  the  entire  auricle,  but  usually  it 
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is  localized  in  and  about  the  external  meatus.  The  firm,  red 
unyielding  surface  may  be  covered  with  scales  or  vesicles  and 
traversed  by  fissures. 

Efforts  to  relieve  pruritus  by  scratching  result  in  abrasions. 
increased  cxudaie  and  sometimes  hemorrhage,  and  occasionally 
furuncle. 

In  the  chronic  form  the  cczematous  patches  remain  dry  and 
scaly  except  in  the  fissures,  or  duri;ig  periods  of  exacerbation. 
M'licn  ihc  external  auditory  canal  is  the  seat  of  tiic  lesion,  its  lumen 
htcomcs  much  narrowed  as  a  result  of  hyperpUsia.  This,  together 
wtih  the  copious  proliferation  of  flaky  scales,  serves  to  occlude  the 
canal  and  interfere  somewhat  with  audition. 

In  ^omc  individuals  the  .scales  protrude  from  the  meatus  and 
di*c>p  into  the  concavity  of  the  concha  or  upon  the  clothing;  or.  if 
there  is  a  pus  discharge,  an  admixture  is  formed  which  becomes 
foul  and  irritating. 

Itching  is  less  intense  than  in  tlie  acute  variety;  nevertheless 
it  may  be  .sufficient  to  cause  general  nervous  depression.  Patients 
are  prone  to  use  ear.spoons,  hairpins,  matches  or  finger-nails  to 
relieve  itching,  with  considerable  danger  of  inducing  dermatitis. 

-•Vlnuphy  or  destruction  of  the  ccruminous  glands  is  a  remote 
consequence  of  chronic  eczema  of  the  external  meatus,  with  a 
resultant  partial  or  complete  cessation  of  fluid  ccruni«n. 

Treatment. — Successful  treatment  of  aural  eczema  requires  a 
preliminary,  painstaking,  general  examination,  in  order  to  determine 
the  underlying  cause  for  the  discasc. 

Constttulional  dyscrasias  and  neuroses  should  be  corrected  by 
proper  attention  to  diet,  occupaiion,  habits  and  rnvironmcnt,  and 
also  by  the  administration  of  corrective  tonic  remedies  in  the  form 
of  cathartics,  bitter  tonics,  iron,  arsenic,  strychnine,  and  iodin  in 
^.proper  combination  lo  meet  the  rc(]uircmenls  of  eac!i  individual 
ise.  Arsenic  leads  the  list  in  the  treatment  of  chronic,  scaly 
■Eczema,  and  should  he  given  in  the  form  of  I'nwler's  solution,  5  to 
10  drops.  It  should  be  withheld  upon  the  first  appearance  of  an 
tacute  exacerbation.  For  further  details  ol  general  treatment  the 
reader  is  referred  to  text-books  on  skin  diseases. 

Local  Treatment  of  Acute  Eczema. — Uefore  considering  the 
local  measures  l,,i  be  eniplovLd  it  slmuld  be  notetl  that  botli  the 
diseased  and  the  surrounding  surfaces  should  be  thoroughly 
cleansed,  and,  while  water  is  an  irritant  to  cczematous  surfaces,  it 
is  often  necessary  to  employ  tt  for  the  removal  of  accumulated 
filth  or  pus.  Us  irritating  qualities  are  minimized  by  the  addition  of 
table  salt,  a  teaspoonful  to  a  quart  of  water,  or  boric  acid,  ^)  grains 
to  the  quart. 

Thereafter,  the  surrounding  iiticgumcnt  only  should  he  kept 
clean  by  washing  with  warm  w-atcr  or  green  soap  and  water.  Tlie 
wearing  of  bandages,  coverings  or  tight-fitting  infant  caps  should 
he  interdicted.  Purulent  discharge  from  the  meatus  must  receive 
proper  treatment  inasmuch  as  tt  excites  cutaneous  inflammation  and 
infiltration.    And  here  the  dry  form  of  treatment  is  obviously  to  be 
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preferred.  Wiping  away  the  secretion  two  or  three  titnes  daily  is 
usually  sufficient  to  protect  the  eczematous  surfaces  from  pus. 
Whenever  the  syringe  is  needed  for  the  removal  of  retained  secre- 
tion from  the  canal  and  middle  ear,  a  warm  saline  or  boric  acid 
solution  should  be  employed.  After  drying,  the  canal  surfaces, 
unless  actively  vesicating,  should  be  dusted  over  with  calomel, 
bismuth  sublimate,  stearate  of  zinc,  lycopodium  or  aristol.  Some 
cases  recover  promptly  without  further  treatment. 

For  the  relief  of  the  subjective  symptoms — heat,  pruritus  and 
tension — soothing  lotions  or  emollients  are  indicated.  The  follow- 
ing combination,  which  may  be  varied  to  suit  the  requirements  of 
the  individual  case,  is  recommended: — 

Lotio  calamine: — 

B  Acidi  carhnliiri    3j. 

Pulv,   catamiiix    Sij. 

Pulv.   ziiici   oxiiii 5iv. 

Gtyccrini  Sss. 

AqiiK  calois   5ij. 

AquK  rosa;    q.  s.  ad  jvtij. 

Sig.:     Shake  well  aiul  apply  as  a  wet  dressing. 

A  sootliing  emollient  dressing  is  prepared  as  follows: — 

B  Zinci    oxidi    3j. 

Morphina;  acrtat.x    gr.  ij. 

Lanolini, 

Vaselini   aa  q.  s.  ad  5j. 

M,     Sig. :     Apply  locally  plastered  upon  gauze. 

The  subsidence  of  the  more  acute  symptoms  ushers  in  the 
second  stage  of  the  disease,  wherein  the  formation  of  yellowish 
white  crusts  is  a  prominent  symptom.  The  crusts  are  to  be  care- 
fully remnved  so  as  not  io  injure  the  underlying  tissue,  and  aqueous 
solutions  siiduld  be  avoided.  It  is  sometimes  possible  to  remove 
all  crusts  wittmut  delay  l)y  gently  rubbing  tliem  with  oHve-oil  O'- 
lanolin  and  wiping  the  surface  clean  with  dry  gauze,  but  it  may 
be  necessary  to  apply  a  softening  emollient  for  from  twelve  to 
twcnly-four  hours.  h'or  this  purpose  almond-oil,  lanolin,  or 
vaselin,  applied  freely  and  covered  with  gauze  and  a  roller  bandage 
is  recommended.  In  young  children  especially  the  bandage  pre- 
vents laceration  from  scratching  with  the  finger-nails. 

Removal  of  tlie  crusts  is  accomplished  by  means  of  forceps  or 
bhml  curette,  care  being  taken  to  avoid  injury  to  the  deeper  layers, 
thus  aggravating  the  disease.  In  mild  cases  all  that  remains  to 
effect  a  cure  is  tn  protect  the  denuded  surface  by  applying  vaseltn 
or  cold  cream  until  the  epidermis  is  re-established.  Where  thicken- 
ing is  marked  the  healing  process  is  hastened  and  infiltration 
reduced  by  daily  applications  of  nitrate  of  silver  solution  in  grad- 
ually increasing  strength,  from  10  to  60  grains  to  the  ounce;  or, 

B   Iclitliyol    3j  to  Sij, 

Vug.   zinci   oxidi 3j. 

M.     Sig,:    Apply  with  brush  or  smear  upon  gauze  and  apply. 
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Local  Treatment  of  Chronic  Eczema. — The  treatment  of  the 
chronic  form  is  iitcndtd  witli  greater  difficulties  and  the  results 
are  more  miccriaiii  in  consequence  of  the  tong-cuntinued  dermatitis 
and  deeper-seated  hyperplasia.  No  aiiempi  will  here  be  made  to 
even  enumerate  the  nuincrou.*i  remedies  recnmmendiyi  in  the  various 
tcjft-books  and  pamphleth.  many  of  which  arc  of  (|ue6iioiiable  value, 
but  rather  to  niithne  a  few  that  have  given  satisfactory  results  iu 
the  author's  private  and  hospital  practice. 

The  indications  for  local  treatment  arc: — 

(o)  To  soften  and  remove  the  scales. 

(6)  To  reduce  the  hyperplasia. 

In  the  chronic  form  more  vi^or  may  he  employed  in  removing 
the  scales,  and  with  the  distinct  advantage  of  stimulating  the  circu- 
lation of  the  parts:  hctice.  the  affected  parf^  shnuhl  be  smeared  with 
vaselin,  lanolin  or  olivc-oil  and  ruMied  with  a  cotton-tipped  prob': 
or  dry  gauze  until  freed  from  all  exudate.  It  is  even  permissible  in 
very  chronic  cases  with  deep  fissures  to  occasionally  make  vigorous 
use  of  green  soap  in  order  to  thorouKhly  cleanse  the  parts. 

Any  sign  of  an  acute  exacerbation  is  an  indication  that  the 
rcmedic'^  are  Iao  stimulating',  and  milder  treatment  should  he  Bub- 
stituted  for  a  lime. 

After  the  parts  are  clean,  stimiilaiing  and  protective  applica- 
tions should  be  made.  The  following  formula.'  are  recommended 
with  the  understanding  that  their  proportions  may  be  varied  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  each  individual  case:— 

R  Oleum  cadi SJ. 

Cng.  zinci  oxidi  Jj. 

M.  Sig.;  To  be  applied  cither  as  a  dressing  or  plastered  on  freely, 
and  covered  with  gauze  and  a  bandage. 

Q  Acidi  salicylici  ar.  xx. 

Zirici  oxidi  pulv 3j. 

Ung.  rti*K  , Jj. 

M.    SiB"    Tu  be  applied  frcelj'. 

Nitrate  of  silver  is  advocated  by  many,  notably  Politzer 
It  should   be  api>lied   in   jiradually   incrcisinK  strength   from 
5  to  20  per  cent.    In  tlie  nuire  subacute  forms  ihe  ichythyol  formula 
mentioned  above  is  sufficiently  stimulating. 

When  feasible  the  local  treatment  sliould  be  applied  daily. 
It  IS  unwise  to  place  sole  dependence  upon  any  one  local  remedy; 
hence,  a  change  from  one  to  another  is  found  to  hasten  the  heating 
process,  and  evidences  of  overstimulation  of  the  tissues  may  neces- 
sitate tlie  cessation  of  all  treatment  lor  a  few  days.  I'or  the  relief 
of  persistent  pruritus  in  the  external  meatus,  Barnhill  recommends 
the  following : — 

B  lodin   (crystals), 

Carbolic  acid i2  cr.  x. 

Kectilied  spirits   Sj. 

M.  Sig.:  Paint  the  walls  of  the  meatus  after  having  removed  all 
loose  scales. 
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The  more  obstinate  tlie  case,  the  more  i^rsistcntlv  must  the" 
Ircatiiieiil  be  applied.  Relief  i&  always  aitaiirable:  [it-rmaiieiit  cure 
is  sttmciinu'S  imijussible,  and  durinjj:  tlie  progress  oi  local  medica- 
tion the  relative  importance  «if  general  irtatmcnl  must  be  ever  kcpl 
in  mind. 

HERPES  ZOSTER. 

Ramsey  Ilunt.^  in  tui>  recent  publications,  asserts  his  belief 
that  herpes  oticus.  wherein  the  cutaneous  eruption  is  limited  to  the 
tympanum,    external    auditory    canal,    concha,    tragus,    autilragus 


It 


k^f 


r»v 


J% 


1-J- 


13 


1& 


lb 


iv 


^i 


M 


Fig.  64. — F.ici.il  ncr\*e,  gcnicu- 
l;ttc  g.iiiylion  uiid  relations  witti 
llic    otic.      I,    Facial    nerve.      2. 
*  *  Gviiiculnlr.   3,  GNxifpharyngcaL 

4,  Jacobaoii's  nerve.  S,  Small  vui>crticial  t)eun»L 
<j.  Small  ileep  petrosal.  7.  Otic  Kanftlion.  S, 
Svni^»thetic  ramus.  10,  Mi<liJlc  mrninKcal  artery. 
11,  OasKcrian  Kanglion.  i2,  Ophllialmic  branch. 
13.   Superior   maxillary.      14,    Inferior  maxillary.      15,   Sphenopalatine 

Xan^liun.     Id,  Vidian   nerve.     17,  Auriculotemporal   nerve.      (Tcslot's 
natamy.) 

helix  and  antihelix,  is  due  to  herpetic  inflammation  (posterior 
poliomyelitis)  of  the  geniculate  Kanglinn,  the  cone-shaped  area  of 
distribution  being  termed  the  ^coster  zone  of  the  geniculate  gan- 
glion. \\'liile  earlier  authors  have  rcc^nizcd  the  Gasserian  jjaii- 
glion  of  the  trifacial  only,  as  the  seat  of  an  herpetic  inflammation 
on  a  cranial  nerve,  he  believes  that  the  geniculate  ganglion  situated 
in  (he  depths  of  the  internal  auditory  canal  at  the  entrance  of  the 
Fallopian  aqueduct  is  the  seat  of  this  specific  inflammation. 

*  On  Herpetic  Inflamtnaiion  nf  the  Gcnicnlatc  Gamrlion.  A  Kew  Syn- 
drome and  in  ri-imDlications,  Journal  of  Ncr\-ou<t  and  Ment-il  Disea«s, 
February.  1907.  A  Further  Conirihutinn  to  the  Herpetic  Iii(lanimation»  of 
the  Geniculate  Ganfflioii.  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  Aogun, 
1908. 
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he  peculiar  situation  of  the  ganglion  within  ihc  crmfincs  of  a 
bony  canal  (Fig.  64 >  and  its  immediate  rclatiiin  to  the  facial  nerve 
and  the  auditary  nerves  are  responsible  for  the  characteristic  com- 
plex Aymptoms  which  result. 

The  pathological  researches  of  Head  and  Campbell  have  shown 
that  the  disease  i&  cliaracterized  by  a  specific  tntlamination  of  the 
ganglia,  which  become  inliltrated  with  exudate  and  often  with 
exiravasaiiims  of  blood,  and,  further,  thai  ihc  inilamniatorj*  process 
may  extend  to  the  sheath  and  nerve  roots.  Anterior  or  motor  root 
involvement  results  in  paralysis.  Complicating  paralysis  is  common 
in  herpes  uticus.  Hunt  has  collected  56  cases  from  literature  and 
4  from  his  case  book,  in  all  of  which  facial  palsy  accompanied  the 
herpetic  eruption,  and  attributes  the  phenomenon  to  the  peculiar 
location  and  relation  of  the  geniculate  ganglion. 

A  severe  type  of  the  disease  occurs  when  the  acoustic  nerve  is 
also  involved,  in  this  form  there  are  with  the  herpes  oticus  and 
facial  palsy  various  aiidilory  symptoms,  ranging  in  severity  from 
tinnitus  aiirium  and  diminution  of  hearing  to  the  more  severe  forms 
of  acoustic  disturbance  as  observed  in  Meniere's  syndrome. 

The  fact  that  these  neural  complications  sometimes  occur  in 
herpes  facialis,  herpes  occipitalis  and  cervicalis  is  explained  upon 
the  theory  that  while  the  inflammation  may  predominate  in  one 
ganglion,  others  nearby  may  i>artici[>atc  in  a  milder  fonn,  the  zones 
here  named  being  controlled  by  tlie  Gasserian.  geniculate  and  ccr\i- 
cal  ganglia,  which  constitute  together  a  continuous  anatomical 
chain. 

^  The  geniculate  variety  is  classified  as  follows:— 

l^k  (o)   tierpcs  ottcus. 

^^_         (&)   Herpes  oticus  with  facial  palsy. 
^^B        (r>  Herpes  oticus  with  facial  palsy  and  hypo-acoasis. 
^^^H        (d)   Herpes  oticus  with  facial  palsy  and  Meniere's  complex. 
^^^P        To  complete  the  clinical  types  which  occur  in  the  region  of 
^^^the  auricle,  it  is  necessary  to  mention  the  other  forms,  viz..  herpes 
H      facialis  and  herpes  occipitocollaris,  which  belong  respectively  to 
H       the  zones  of  the  Gasserian  and  second  and  third  cervical  ganglia.* 
"  S}maptoms. — The    initial    stage    is    characterized    by    general 

malaise  and  slight  fever.  After  a  few  hours  shooting  pams  are 
experienced  in  the  area  involved,  becoming  most  severe  in  some 
cases,  and  subsiding  upon  the  appearance  of  the  vesicles.  There 
is  marked  swelling  and  redness  of  the  skm  for  a  period  nf  two  or 
1  three  days  preceding  the  appearance  of  the  characteristic  herpetic 

K  vesicles  (Fig.  6.^).  In  herpes  oticus  the  entire  auricle  may  become 
"  red,  swollen  and  project  outward,  and  the  external  canal  become 
narrowed  or  occluded,  with  consefjuent  difficulty  in  cleansing  or 
draining,  and  with  diminution  of  hearing.  The  vesicles  remain  from 
five  to  eight  days,  then  desiccate.  Infiltration  gradually  subsides 
and  Tccover>-  takes  place  in  about  two  weeks.     Scar*  rentain  for 

'The  p>ira)ienlnf:>-  of  the  ahov*  rcmarlts  is  taken  larjicly  from  Hunt's 
papers,  with  such  ititerpolatioiis  as  have  been  found  necessary  to  complete 
ttie  text. 
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some  months,  hut  are  rarely  permanent.  Paresthe.sia  m&y  persist 
for  some  time. 

In  class  (6)  complete  facial  paralysis  appears  about  the  time 
of  the  eruption  and  remains  from  a  few  days  lo  several  months, 
Bnal  recovery  being  the  rule. 

Class  (f  ►  is  a  type  wherein  disturbances  of  audition  accompany 
the  herpes  in  the  form  of  tinnitus  and  hardness  of  hearing;. 

Class  (d)  is  more  severe,  for,  in  addition  lo  facial  paralysin,  the 
symptoms  of  Meniere's  disease — vertigo,  nansca,  vomiting",  tinnitus, 
deafness,  and  nystagmus  are  observed. 


Fig.  65. — Hrrpc*  olicu*.     (Parti)-  tchriiiAtic.) 

The  relative  frequency  of  herpes  oticus  is  as  follows: — 
In  20.0CX)  cases  {(Jruber)  herpes  uf  ihc  auricle  was  reported  in 
5;  in  65,000  cases  at  the  Massachusetts  Eye  and  Ear  Inltrmary 
herpes  of  the  auricle  was  reportec]  in  33;  in  47,600  cases  at  the 
Manhattan  live  and  liar  Hospital  herpes  of  the  auricle  was  reported 
in  2;  in  1.^,000  cases  at  the  llrooklyn  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital  lierpes 
of  the  auricle  was  reported  in  1. 

Treatment. — The  treatment  is  expectant,  and  is  aimed  at  relief 
from  pain,  reduction  of  tcnipcralnrc,  and  prevention  of  deep  scars. 
Aspcrin,  gr  v.  or  phenacctin.  ^r.  v,  will  nsually  control  temperature 
and  pain  when  administered  internally  at  intervals  of  four  hours. 
In  severe  cases  hypodermics  of  morphine  ntay  be  necessary.  The 
vesicles  should  be  protected  from  accidental  rupture  and  the  irrita- 
tion of  the  air  by  pads  held  in  place  by  bandages.  Some  relief  from 
the  itching  and  burning  will  be  obtained  from  dusting  the  surface 
with  calomel,  or  stearatc  of  zinc  and  boric  acid. 
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PITYRIASIS  CAPITIS. 

This  affcclion  occasionally  exiend-s  lo  the  exlernal  car,  and 
is  best  treated  by  rubbing  Into  the  affected  areas  a  mixture  of 
^een  soap  and  alcohol  in  water,  cumbined  with  the  genera]  use 

^     of  tonics. 

I  PSORIASIS. 

B  Psoriasis  involving  the  scalp,  forming  distinctly  marked  circles, 

~  may  extend  to  ihc  posicriitr  surface  of  ihc  concha.  lis  circular 
I  appearance  and  tendency  to  bleed  are  usually  sufficient  to  establish 
^m    the  diagnosis. 

^V  Treatment. — The  1i>cal  lesion  is  usually  curable  for  the  time 

H  being,  but  it  is  more  difficult  to  prevent  its  recurrence.  There  is 
^  probably  some  underlying  diathetic  disturbance  for  which  appro- 
priate trcatnu-nt  should  be  instituted.  Locally,  the  Turkish  hath 
P  tends  to  reduce  inflammation.  loosen  scales  and  promote  absorp- 
tion. Pruritus  is  reduced  by  a  lotion  of  carbolic  acid  10  to  15  per 
cent,  in  glycerin,'  or  by  nightly  applications  of  chrysarobin  in 
'        the  following; — 

H  Chr>*ari>ln'ii    1(1  parts. 

^^^_^  Sahcylic  acid 10  parts. 

^^H  Ether IS  parts. 

^^^H  Flexible  collodion  100  parts. 

^^^P  Siff.:    Apply  to  skin. 

^^^  SEBORRHEA. 

H  Two  forms  of  seborrhea  occur  upon   the  auricle,  the  oily, 

H  <icborrliea  oleosa,  and  the  dry,  seborrhea  sicca.  It  is  an  cxcced- 
H  ingly  troublesome  conditioti,  giving  to  the  skin  an  unclean  and 
H  unwholesome  appearance.  The  oily  form,  or  seborrhea  oleosa,  is 
H  the  most  common  and  is  characterized  in  general  by  a  smooth,  oily 
H  appearance  and  the  accumulation  in  the  crc-a«.es  and  folds  of  soft, 
H  oily,  tenacious  masses  (sebum),  with  an  admi.\ture  of  flakes  and 
H    scales  of  a  dirty  yellowish  color. 

B  In  the  dry  form,  seborrhea  sicca,  the  skin,  especially  of  the 

"     folds  and  creases,  is  covered  with  fine,  llour-like  scales  or  flakes. 

Pruritus  is  never  severe  and  often  absent,  and  there  is  no  marked 

infiltration  of  the  deeper  dermal  layers. 

Treatment. — In  .•seborrhea  olco.ia  the  secretion  may  he  eflfcct- 

iially  removed  by  the  fre(|ueiit  use  uf  soap  and  hot  water.    After 

drying  the  skin  apply  precipitated  sulphur  or  tannic  acid. 

Tn  seborrhea   sicca  the   scales  arc  -inftened  and   removed   by 

applying  olive-oil,  after  which  a  stimulative  ointment  is  rubbed 

in: — 

Oil  swrct  almonds 10  parts. 

Carbolic  acid I  p»r|. 

Alcohfil  89  parts. 

Oil  bcrgamot  q.  s. 

SiK>:    Apply  locally. 
*Fox.  Plraiugraphic  Illustrations  of  Skin  Dise3»es. 
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PEMPHIGUS. 

The  disease  is  cliaracterizcd  hy  the  furmalion  of  bu1Ix  upon  the 
helix  or  lobule.  In  severe  cases  pigmcnled  spots  rtmain  after 
absorption.  The  disease  runs  ptecJsely  the  same  course  as  in  other 
portions  of  the  body.  An  acute  benign  form  which  runs  a  rapid 
course  occurs  in  young'  children,  and  in  hot  climates  a  contagious 
endemic  form  is  observed.  It  is  a  painless  affection,  and  in  uncom- 
plicated cases  the  treatment  consists  of  simple  protection  to  the 
surface  by  a  covering  of  gauze. 


GANGRENE. 

Gangrene  of  the  concha  is  a  rare  affection,  seldom  developing 
spontaneously,  or  as  a  result  of  pressure.  The  most  common 
causes  of  auricular  gangrene  are  frostbite,  phlegmonous  inflamma- 
tions, diabetes,  measles  and  typhoid  fever.  The  phU-gnuumus  form 
is  characterized  by  extreme  redness  of  the  surface  (which  does  noi 
disappear  upon  digital  pressure),  rise  of  temperature,  swelling  and 
tension.  The  ent)rmous  swelling  of  the  concha  tends  to  obliterate 
its  normal  outlines.  In  the  circumscribed  form  the  infiltration  is 
limited  to  certain  portions,  such  as  the  tragus  or  the  lobule  of  the 
ear.  In  mild  forms  the  phlegmon  resolves  without  the  formation 
of  abscess  or  deep  ulceration.  \\'hen  severe,  the  overlying  intcg^u- 
ment  becomes  necrotic  and  sloughs  awav.  leaving  a  deep-seated 
ulcer,  which  may  involve  the  cartilage,  ftere,  healing  lakes  place 
by  granulation.  .\  rare  form  of  gangrene  has  been  described  as 
noma.  Il  occurs  in  Infants  and  young  chilrlrcn  who  arc  poorly 
nourished  and  the  victims  of  constitutional  dyscrasias.  About  the 
ear  the  gangrenous  attack  involves  the  cartilages  in  succession 
until  a  deep-seated  necrotic  ulcer  is  formed,  which  resists  treat- 
ment and  terminates  fatally. 

Verhoeff*  reports  such  a  case  occurring  in  an  infant  of  five 
weeks.  The  disease  Cf)nnncnced  in  Ilic  cartilage  of  the  external 
auditory  canal  and  rapidly  e.xtended.  General  toxemia  ensued, 
death  occurring  on  the  seventeenth  day. 

Autopsy.^ Results  showed  streptococcic  gangrenous  ulceration 
of  the  auricle,  middle  ear  and  mastoid,  with  associated  strepto- 
coccus bronchopneumonia,  synovitis  and  croupous  colitis. 

Treatment. — There  is  invariably  a  predisposing  cause,  which 
should  he  di^;cnve^ed  and  appropriate  treatment  instituted,  in  the 
form  of  supponing  and  stimulating  measures.  Whenever  gangrene 
is  fidly  established  it  is  important  to  stimulate  and  sustain  the 
nutrition  and  circulation  of  the  surrounding  tissue,  and  to  aid  in 
the  separation  of  the  necrotic  slough  by  warm  applications  to  the 
skin,  cleansing  remedies  to  the  ulcerated  surface,  removal  of  the 
sloughing  masses  by  cauterizing  with  chemical  caustics,  galvano- 
cauterv  or  curette. 


''Journal  of  (he  Boston  Society  of  Medical  Science,  vol  v.  May.  1901. 
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ABSCESS  OF  THE  AURICLE. 

Local  infection  with  abscess  fornialinn  mny  develop  upon  any 
portion  oi  the  ear  from  scratches,  pinpricks,  or  picrciiij;  the  lobule. 
These  liecnmc  inft-cied  ami  abscess  results,    They  should  be  ilififer- 
entiatcd  from  perichondritis  and  .scbaiTcuus  cysts. 


WOUNDS  OF  THE  EXTERNAL  EAR. 

The  exposed  position  of  the  auricle  renders  it  unusually  sus- 
ceptible to  a  variety  of  wounds  and  other  injuries,  many  "f  which 
result  from  some  form  of  combat.  Simple  incised  wounds  of  the 
skin  which  remain  uninfecied  heal  by  primary  union,  liven  when 
surgical  division  of  one  or  more  layers  of  the  concha  has  been  made 
the  results  may  be  equally  good.  Lacerated  and  contused  wounds, 
especially  when  the  cartilages  have  been  injured,  are  more  serious 
and  difficult  io  manage,  both  on  account  of  infection  and  injury  to 
the  cartilages.  Completely  ilivided  segments  of  ihe  i"<incha  will 
sometimes  heal  even  when  suturing  has  been  delayed  several  hours 
after  the  injury.  The  so-called  piercing  of  the  lobule  for  ornamental 
purposes  is  one  of  the  more  common  wounds  of  the  external  ear. 
It  is  often  performed  by  the  laity  with  no  regard  for  modern  surgi- 
cal asepsis.  Sepsis  results,  which  may  extend  even  to  the  carti- 
laginous tissue  or  slough  through  to  the  periphery,  resulting  in 
fissure  of  the  lobule.  The  usual  treatment  of  wounds  in  general  is 
applicable  for  tlicse. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

From  the  standpoint  of  the  otologist  erysipelas  assumes 
]mt>ortance  only  when  it  occurs  in  connection  with  purulent  otitis 
media,  or  following  operations  upon  the  mastoid.  When  it  thus 
occurs  it  becomes  a  serious  complicatinn. 

F.ry<;ipclas  occurring  in  connection  with  a  purulent  middle-ear 
inflammation,  whether  acute  or  chronic,  sliould  occasion  consider- 
able anxiety,  owing  to  the  danger  of  middle-ear  or  mastoid  involve- 
ment, since  the  erysipelatous  infection  is  of  the  streptococcus  type. 
F-xpcriencc,  however,  has  shown  that  the  usual  icndcnry  of  the 
disease  is  to  spread  over  the  integument  of  the  face  and  head  rather 
than  toward  the  tympanum. 

Following  a  mastoid  operation  its  appearance  is  to  be  deplored 
for  (he  following  reasons: — 

(o)  The  chills  and  extremely  high  temperature,  which  for  from 
twelve  to  forty-eight  hours  precede  the  cutaneous  flush,  are  most 
pnzzling  and  always  suggestive  of  intracranial  complications. 

(h)  The  enfeebled  state  of  the  patient. 

fc)  Contamination  of  the  mastoid  wound  and  consequent 
retarded  healing. 

frf)  Extension  to  the  meninges  fa  few  well-authenticated  cases 
have  been  reported). 

(f)  Removal  of  patient  to  special  erysipelas  wards. 
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The  prodromtc  temperature  of  er>sipcUs,  which  is  often 
accompanied  by  nausea,  may  easily  be  mistaken  for  lateral  sinus 
infection,  and  erysipelas  occurring  as  a  sequela  to  mastoidectomy  is 
apparently  more  common  than  in  ordinary  surgical  operations. 
The  similarity  of  Infection  may  explain  the  phenomenon  in  part. 
Tilts  disease  should  not  lur  conf.nindcd  with  iodin  or  ifKloform 
dermatitis,  wliich  it  somewhat  resembles,  the  latter  being  more 
sui>erticial  and  without  high  temperature. 

Special  Treatment. — The  mastoid  wound  should  l>c  packed 
with  moist  hichlorid  or  Burrough's  solution  dressings,  to  be 
changed  every  two  hours.  The  wound  and  middle  ear  mav  be 
douched  with  warm  saline  sohition  whenever  accumulations  o{  pus 
or  masses  of  sl<juj,'h  arc  found.  A  wet  dressing  of  Burrough's 
mi.xture  applied  to  the  cutaneous  lesion  relieves  the  sensation  ol 
burning,  Ichlhyol  in  25  per  cent,  solution  serves  the  same  purpose. 
The  borders  of  the  lesion  may  be  scared  with  silver  nitrate  in  solid 
stick,  but  there  is  nt*  known  specific  for  this  disease,  which  usually 
runs  its  course  unchecked  by  any  form  of  medication.  Hypodermic 
injecti(ms  of  the  Hiss  leucocyte  extract  (see  page  i*i)  are  favored 
by  Dwyer  and  others. 


DISEASES  OP  THE  AURICULAR   PERICHONDRIUM. 
Perichondritis. 

Perichondritis  of  the  cartilages  of  the  ear  in  an  inHammation 
of  the  perichondrium,  with  tumefaction  of  the  superficial  tissues 
and  subperichondrial  serous  exudate. 

Etiology. — \Vounds,  contusions  and  bruises  of  the  aural  car- 
tilages and  extension  from  furimculosis  or  other  infectious  inflam- 
mation.    It  docs  not  occur  idiopathically. 

Symptoms. — Following  an  incision,  blow,  bruise  or  contusioD 
of  the  auricular  cartilage,  or  furunculosis  of  the  external  canal,  the 
anterior  surface  of  the  concha  becomes  tumefied,  with  cutaneous 
redness,  the  tumefaction  gradually  extending  until  the  normal  lines 
of  the  concavity  of  the  auricle  become  obliterated.  The  lobule, 
being  free  from  cartilage,  remains  normal.  H  the  swelling  extends 
into  the  external  meatus,  the  hearing  1>ecome3  impaired  tem- 
porarily. 

The  swelling  is  chiefly  ihc  result  of  subperichondrial  effusion, 
whereby  the  perichondrium  becomes  detached  over  considerable 
areas,  with  proportionate  loss  of  nutrition  of  the  underlying  car- 
tilage. The  exudate  Is  always  serous,  and  only  becomes  purulent 
after  receiving  infection  from  without. 

Fluctuation  marki  the  appearance  of  ihe  exudate,  Absorption 
may  gradually  take  place  with>"<ut  permanent  injury  or  deformity. 

If  infection  supervenes  and  the  exudate  becomes  purulent,  rup- 
ture mav  ensue,  with  fistulous  formiition,  or  further  detachment  of 
the  pcrtchondrium  may  ensue  and  necrosis  of  the  cartilage 
result,  leaving  marked  externa!  deformity.  The  disease  resembles 
othematomata,  from  which  it  may  be  difterentialed  by  aspirating  a 


DISEASES  OF  THE  EXTERNAL  EAR. 


121 


few  drops  of  the  retained  exudate,  which,  in  the  latter,  is  invariably 
hemorrhagic. 

The  chronic  form  sometimes  exists  for  weeks  or  months,  ter- 
minating in  hypertrophy  and  deformitici?  of  the  cartilage,  which 
may  involve  the  exlerual  meatus. 

TreatmcDt.— The  early  treatment  should  consist  in  tlie  employ- 
ment of  antiphlogistic  measures — cold  application."*,  local  blood- 
letting, and  the  placing  of  the  patient  at  rc.-it  after  free  purgation. 
A  Somali  Leitvr  cuil  may  he  applied  to  lite  aft'ectcd  area  for  a  period 
not  to  exceed  twenty-four  hour?,  in  some  cases  applications  of 
heat  seem  to  be  more  effective. 

These  measures  are  employed  to  prevent  .<viibperichondrlaI 
efTusion,  and  if  attended  by  failure  it  becomes  necessary  to  remove 
the  exudate  in  order  to  circumvent  possible  necrosis  of  the  cartilage 
and  suh.scquent  deformity  of  the  auricle.  .At  first  it  is  permissible 
to  aspirate  the  retained  secretion.  Thiii  procedure  should  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  application  of  pressure  pads,  so  placed  upon  the  oppo- 
site sides  of  ihc  auricle  tliat  a  roller  bandage  will  hohi  the  detached 
perichondrium  in  firm  contact  with  the  periosteum.  In  severe 
cases,  especially  when  the  secretion  has  become  purulent,  it  is  a 
wiser  procedure  to  make  a  free  incision  through  all  the  tissues  down 
to  the  cartilage,  and  rely  upon  the  open  method  of  treatment,  under 
strict  asepsis. 

By  this  means  the  operator  is  enabled  to  obtain  exact  knowl- 
edge of  the  extent  of  the  diseased  area,  and  to  effectually  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  individual  case.  The  resultant  deformities  of 
tiie  auricle  are  someltnies  remediable  by  ])lastic  surgery. 


OTHEMATOMATA. 

Othematoma,  or  hematoma  anris,  is  an  effusion  of  blood  be- 
tween the  perichondrium  and  cartilage  of  the  auricle,  and  usually 
occurs  as  a  result  of  direct  violence.  It  is  quite  common  in  the 
insane,  where  it  seems  to  develop  spontaneously.  Even  here  the 
possibility  of  self-inflicted  mutilation  and  accidental  injury  by 
attendants, in  enforcing  restraint  may  account  for  many  cases  of  so- 
called  "insane  ichor."  Blows,  especially  such  as  are  received  in 
boxing  and  prizefighting  combats,  are  accountable  for  the  majnnty 
of  cases.  In  sporting  circles  the  othematnus  auricle  is  dubbed  "the 
cauliflower  ear"  on  account  of  its  resemblance  to  that  vegetable 
(Fig.  66).  It  is  more  common  in  the  left  ear,  which  is  more  acces- 
sible to  the  opponent's  right  hand.  In  one  nf  the  author's  cases, 
that  of  a  prizefighter,  both  ears  were  involved. 

Symptoma. — Following  an  injury  the  effusion  develops  rapidly 
by  separating  the  perichondrium  from  the  anterior  cartilaginous 
surface. 

The  tumefaction  is  tense,  with  less  sense  of  fluctuation  than  is 
usual  in  fluid  sacs,  and  tends  to  obliterate  the  normal  nntlincs  of  the 
concha.  The  cutaneous  surface  is  deep  red,  with  a  blui-h  tint. 
The  tumors  are  smaller  when  of  spontaneous  origiti.    .Audition  is 
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unafTected  except  when  the  lumor  encroaches  upon  the  lumen  of 
the  external  meatus. 

Pain  is  never  severe  and  consists  of  a  disagrecahlc  sensation  of 
tension,  heat  and  itching.    In  the  idiopathic  form  there  is  no  pain. 

Treatment. — The  form  of  treatment  to  be  fi>lli>wed  depends 
upon  the  variety  and  extent  of  the  disease.  Small  tumors  of 
probable  spontaneous  origin  may  disappear  by  absorption,  with 
no  treatment  except  warm  applications.     Compresses  or  massage' 


Fig.  66. — Olheiii.'i.   ,.  :i   ,1  Uie  auricle. 


tend  lo  excite  renewed  hemorrhage  from  the  already  weakened 
blood-vessels. 

Should  the  tumor  increase  in  sire  nficr  two  or  three  weeks,  it 
should  be  treated  surgically  in  exactly  the  same  manner  as  those  of 
traumatic  origin. 

In  the  treatment  of  large  hematomata  the  indications  are  to' 
reduce  the  hemic  contents  of  ihc  tumor  and  re-establish  the  circu- 
lation of  the  parts,  and  to  conserve  the  conformity  of  the  auricle. 
Whenever  it  is  possible  to  Instiiutc  treatment  at  the  very  oiititet. 
an  icebag  should  be  applied  over  the  car  after  placing  pads  of 
gauze  or  absorbent  cotion  before  and  behind  the  ear  in  such  a 
manner  that  preiisiire  will  be  minimized.  In  some  instances  heat 
is  preferable  to  cold.    Aspiration  is  convenient  during  this  stage,  lo 
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be  followed  by  moderate  compression  of  the  parts;  but  recurrence 
of  the  fluid  is  the  rule.  If  the  tumor  shows  no  tendency  to  sub- 
side after  a  day  or  two,  it  should  be  classed  as  operative. 

When  the  injury  is  severe  and  causes  fracture  or  bruising  of 
the  cartilage  or  laceration  of  the  soft  tissues,  infection  becomes 
imminent  and  prompt  surgical  interference  is  imperative.  In  cases 
of  long  standing  the  clot  is  usually  infected;  hence,  the  treatment 
should  be  surgical. 

Multiple  puncture,  styptic  injections,  electrolysis,  and  setons 
are  at  the  best  merely  makeshifts  and  almost  invariably  convey 
infection, 

A  clean  surgical  incision  possesses  the  following  advantage: 
(a)  asepsis;  {b)  complete  evacuation  of  the  tumor  contents;  (c) 
a  wide  open  area  which  reveals  any  pus,  granulations,  necrosed 
areas  of  cartilage  or  soft  tissue,  and  permits  their  complete  removal ; 
(</)  minimizes  the  danger  of  subsequent  destruction  of  cartilage 
and  of  deformity  of  the  auricle. 

Permanent  thickening  of  the  auricle  is  common.  Marked 
deformity  ensues  in  cases  where  destruction  of  the  cartilage  has 
been  extensive.  Here  plastic  surgery  may  be  employed  to  cover 
denuded  areas,  to  correct  deformity,  and  to  maintain  the  patency  of 
the  external  meatus.  The  procedure  necessarily  varies  in  different 
cases,  and  too  much  must  not  be  promised  in  the  way  of  cosmetic 
results. 


CHAPTER  XI. 


DISEASES  OK  THE  EXTERNAL  EAR. 
(Conlinutd.y 


OTITIS  CIRCUMSCRIPTA  FOLLICULARIS 
(Purunculosis  of  the  External  Meatus). 

Flticnculosis  of  the  external  auditory  canal  is  an  acute  cir- 
cumscribed inflammatory  prucess  involving  the  corium  and  sub- 
cutaneous tissues  of  the  cartilaginous  portion  of  the  external  caaaL 
It  is  usually  a  purulent  condition  surrounding-  a  central  slough  or 
core. 

It  occurs  (j)  as  a  primary  or  idiopathic  process;  (h)  secondary 
to  purulent  otitis  media;  (r)  as  a  result  of  such  general  diseases  as 
diabetes,  anemia  and  syphilis;  {d)  trophic  disturbances;  (e)  bac- 
terial invasion. 

Etiology. — There  are  authorities  who  affirm  the  cause  to  be 
bacleria  which  enter  through  the  hair  follicles  or  sudoriferous 
glands;  nevertheless  the  most  common  cause  is  direct  infection 
through  abrasions  of  the  dermal  layer.  It  is  welt  known  that  the 
skin  of  the  external  auditory  canal  lacks  certain  elements  which 
give  il  much  resisting  power  in  other  parts  of  the  body.  Under 
these  conditions  abrasion*,  scratches  or  contusions  are  extremely 
liable  to  follow  any  form  of  manipulation,  sucli  as  rough  u&age  of 
the  cotton-tipped  probe  in  the  liands  of  the  careless  or  unskilled. 
which  act  is  liable  to  cause  abrasions  of  the  canal  with  hemor- 
rhage. 

This  is  illustrated  in  the  ease  with  which  the  laity  may,  by 
using  various  unsterilized  appliances  for  the  purpose  either  of 
removing  cerumen,  or  scales,  or  in  attempting  to  relieve  pruritus^ 
inoculate  an  otherwise  healthy  surface  and  cause  furunculosis. 
The  affection  is  more  common  in  women  than  in  men,  probably  on 
account  of  the  employment  of  the  ever-ready  hairpin  to  clean  the 
canal  and  relieve  Jtcliing.  A  palient*s  efforts  to  remove  pus  from 
the  audiiorj-  canal  also  often  result  in  lacerations,  and  the  pus 
becomes  the  infecting  factor. 

InHammalory  and  suppurative  processes  in  the  walls  of  the 
external  auditory  canal,  while  usually  provoked  by  mechanical 
means,  result  also  from  escharotic  or  corrosive  agcnti.  The 
milder  forms  of  the  disease  usually  subside  without  forming  pus. 
The  severe  types,  which  arc  characterized  by  actual  infection,  and 
deep-sealed  inflammation,  gradually  develop  into  abscesses  or 
furuncles. 

Symptoms. — The  subjectix'e  symptoms  are  x'ariable  during  the 
early  stages.  An  indefinite  ^;ensation  of  soreness  and  fulness  is  the 
initial  symptom.  This  is  aggravated  by  any  form  of  manipulation 
of  the  auricle.    Pain  soon  becomes  severe  and  continuous,  remain- 
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ing:  the  most  iroulilesomc  symptom  throughout  tlic  course  of  the 
disease.  It  is  greatly  intensilied  by  the  sliglitest  pressure,  and 
tends  lo  radiate  to  the  jaw.  The  pain  ui  iurum:uh»sis  sliows  a  tend- 
ency to  nocturnal  exacerbations  and  morning  remissions.  It  is 
believed  by  some  observers  that  furunculosis  of  the  canal  occa- 
sionally assumes  an  epidemic  character.  The  severity  of  the 
attack  increases  proportionately  with  the  distance  of  the  inflam- 
malorj*  foois  trom  the  orifice  of  the  auditory  canal.  I'ain  U  intensi- 
fied by  mastioaiion,  inasmuch  as  the  movement-s  of  the  jaw  affect 
the  inner  wall  of  the  external  andit'iry  meatus. 

Deafness  is  not  coniinoti  and  when  present  is  dwe  to  occlusion 


Fig.  67. — Fiinim-ic  of  the  external  meatits  viewed  ihmiigh  the 
speculum.  The  illniilr.-itinn  »bows  thrtc  poinis  of  liulging  coiiiiiig  into 
View  as  ih«  specuUiiii  it  pushed  into  the  swullcn  xntl  cdcnialout  tissues. 

of  the  canal,  either  by  the  iitliUration  or  by  the  accumulation  of  pus 
tind  epithelial  dCb'is  in  the  canal  lumen. 

The  Objective  Symptoms. — A  circumscribed  inflammatory  area 
appears  at  .sftmc  point  alonfj  the  auditory  canal,  and  the  localized 
surlling  diminishes  or  completely  occludes  the  lumen.  Its  exact 
location  comes  into  view  as  the  tip  of  the  sjieculum  gradually 
impinges  upon  the  walls  nf  the  meatus  ( I*"ig.  6/  ).  Several  inllam- 
matory  foci  arc  sometimes  found.  Occasionally  the  abscess  will 
project  from  the  e.\lernal  auricular  orifice,  tlic  neigliboring  region 
participating  in  the  redness  and  swelling.  The  lymph  glands  under- 
nealh  the  lobule  and  in  front  of  the  tragus  are  often  swollen  and 
painful  upon  pressure.  At  times  the  infiltration  and  abscess  forma- 
tion become  so  extensive  that  the  superficial  tissues  external  to 
the  auricular  attachment  become  enormously  swollen.  The  author 
observed  several  such  cases  where  the  concha  stood  out  at  right 
angles  to  the  head,  generally  giving  the  appearance  of  advanced 
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mastoiditis  (Fig.  124)  with  external  swcllinj?  and  periostitis. 
Careful  local  examination  cleared  up  tlie  diagnosis.  Constitutional 
disturbatiCL'S  arc  slight.  There  may  be  a  slight  elevation  oi  tempera- 
ture, with  headache  and  diminished  appetite. 

Course  of  the  Disease. —  Ihe  disease  is  limited  to  the  external 
auditory  canal  and  tlic  tissues  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  and  usually 
subsides  after  a  few  days  of  suppuration.  When  allowed  to  rupinre 
spontaneously,  relapses  arc  common,  owing  to  autoinfectlon,  thus 
giving  the  disease  the  appearance  of  a  chronic  affection. 

Early  incision  of  the  abscess  shortens  the  course  of  the  disease, 
and  hastens  the  separation  of  the  central  slough  or  core.  The  sur- 
rounding infiltration  and  swelling  subsides  promptly  with  the 
cvacuatitm  and  lucal  treatment  of  the  abscess. 

Diagnosis. — In  simple  cases  it  ts  not  difficult  to  determine  the 
nature  of  the  affection,  a  simple  inspection  through  an  aural  specu- 
lum (I'ig.  67)  sufficing.  Whenever  the  abscess  is  located  at  ihe 
orifice  of  the  meatus  the  speculum  may  he  dispen&ed  with.  If 
multiple  abscesses  are  suspected  a  speculum  of  small  calibre  should 
he  genllv  shoved  into  the  deeper  portions  of  the  canal,  in  order  to 
locate  all  suspected  points,  F.vcry  manipulation  is  attended  with 
pain,  and  especially  the  impact  of  the  speculum  and  the  touch  of 
the  probe.  Hy  slowly  inserting  a  medium-sired  speculum,  under 
good  illumination,  the  bulging  cutaneous  wall  of  the  abscess  will 
often  come  into  full  view. 

Differential  Diagnosis. — The  disease  is  differentiated  from  the' 
following: — 

(a)  Exostosis  of  the  auditory  canal,  by  its  density,  painless- ; 
iiess,  and  absence  of  inflammatory  appearance. 

{b)  Atheromala,  by  their  sluggish  growth  and  painless 
character. 

(f)  Polypi,  by  their  granular  surfaces  and  spongy  feel  under 
probe. 

(J)  Mastoiditis;  when  the  tumefaction  is  extensive  and  the 
pus  cavity  large,  with  postauricular  swelling,  the  case  simulates 
mastoiditis  and  is  difhcutt  to  ditferentiaie. 

On  three  occasions  the  author  has  been  summoned  to  perform 
a  mastoid  operation,  to  find  only  a  postauricular  distention  caused 
by  a  furuncle,  which  was  entirely  relieved  by  free  incision  through 
the  canal  wall.  In  ma^^toiditts  there  is  no  tumefaction  in  the  outer 
portion  of  the  canal;  movement  of  the  auricle  causes  no  pain;  there 
is  usually  a  history  of  profuse  aural  discharge,  preceded  by  some 
form  of  infectious  process  in  the  nose  and  nasopharynx,  and  pain 
upon  direct  pressure  over  the  mastoid  area. 

(c)  Parotid  abscess;  which  may  cause  the  wall  of  the  canal 
to  bulge  upward,  simulating  furuncular  infiltration.  Here  there  is 
marked  swelling  over  the  parotid  gland,  and  the  amount  of  pus  is 
entirely  out  of  proportion  to  that  of  furunculosis. 

Treatment. — During  the  early  inflammatory  stage,  previous  to* 
the  formation  of  abscess,  abortive  forms  of  treatment  should  be 
adopted.     After  thoroughly   cleansing  the  canal   of  all   dibris  of 
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every  nature  and  ascerlaJning  ttie  location  of  the  inflammation,  a 
fairly  large  lani|>on  or  cone  oi  cotton  dipped  in  cither  a  50  pci* 
cent,  boroglycerid  solution,  ur,  preferably,  a  soluiion  of  carbolic 
acid,  12  per  cent,  in  glycerin,  is  introduced  and  allowed  to  remain 
in  the  canal  from  twelve  to  twenty-four  hours.  Should  the  tampon 
prmluce  undue  pain  the  patient  js  directed  to  remove  it  at  any  time, 
and  to  follow  its  remnval  by  a  hot  satinc  or  i»ichIorid  of  mercury 
douche.  Ordinarily,  patients  bear  the  tampon  with  but  little  com- 
plaint. Durinj?  this  period  a  hol-water  bag,  continuously  applied 
to  the  ear,  gives  much  comfort  to  the  patient.  Applications  of 
iodin,  nitrate  of  silver,  massage  or  electricity  have  been  advocated, 
but  arc  of  doubtful  efficiency. 

Local  bloodletting  offers  some  relief  to  Icnsion  and  may  exert 
an  abortive  influence.     If  attcinpied  the  incision  should  lie  made 
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Fig.  68. —  Lateral  vuw  oi  ihc  external  meatus  showing  fiinmclf  In 
posirnor  wiiU.  The  iiirtmtlc  knife  is  inserted  and  alwut  to  freely  oi»en 
the  abscPM. 

directly  into  the  infected  tissues  and  be  of  suflfictent  depth  to  serve 
at  the  same  time  as  a  clianii?!  for  the  escape  of  pus  wliencver  it  may 
form. 

The  internal  administration  of  analgesics  is  rarelv  neces- 
5an-,  although  occasionally  the  pain  is  sufficient  to  require  them. 
The  majority  of  cases  terminate  in  abscess  formation,  for  the 
relief  of  which  free  incision  is  the  only  speedy  and  effective 
method  (Fig.  68).  ]f  a  carbolized  tampon  has  Ijeen  employed 
the  meatus  will  need  no  further  preparation  for  operation;  other- 
wise, such  a  tampon  should  be  introduced  and  allowed  lo  remain 
in  contact  with  the  abscess  for  twenty  minutes.  A  slight  degree 
of  anesthesia  is  then  produced.  A  sharp  furuncle  bistoury  (Fig. 
52)  and  a  quick  thmiit  give  the  least  pain.  The  patient's  head 
should  be  firmly  held  and  the  field  of  operation  brightly  illumined. 
The  point  of  the  knife  is  then  introduced  to  the  inner  border  of 
the  abscess  and  plunged  to  the  bone,  severing  the  entire  abscess 
sac  as  the  blade  is  pulled  outward  toward  the  meatus,  Curet- 
mcnt  of  the  abscess  cavity  will  hasten  the  healing  process.  A 
small  strip  of  gauze  introduced  into  the  abscess  cavity  serves  for 
drainage  and  prevents  the  wound  from  closing  too  soon.    A  warm 
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saline  douche  every  two  hours  removes  accumutations  of  pus  am 
keeps  the  parts  clean.  At  the  daily  visit  the  abscess  cavity 
should  bo  irrigated  and  arcumulatinns  removed  from  the  canal. 
In  a  space  stt  confined  it  is  difficult  to  remove  the  infected  area 
with  sufficient  thoroughness  to  avoid  the  possible  danger  of  autt>| 
infection,  whereby  recurrences  take  place. 


OTITIS  EXTERNA  DIFFUSA. 

Synonjmi. — Diffuse  inflammation  of  the  external  auditory 
meatus. 

Etiology. — The  disease  is  usually  caused  by  traumatism, 
foreign  bodies,  lacerations  during  their  removal,  or  from  the 
entrance  into  the  canal  of  caustics  or  irritant  duids.  and  infections 
from  within  the  tympanum  or  from  external  sources.  More  rarely 
it  results  from  eczema,  herpes  zoster,  pemphigus,  erysipelas,  small- 
pox, measles,  scarlet  fever,  gonorrhea,  syphilis,  lupus,  and  vegetable 
parasites. 

The  disease  is  characterized  by  diffuse  inflammation  of  the 
auditory  canal.  It  may  involve  the  superficial  cutaneous  surfaces 
only  and  result  in  desquamation;  or  penetrate  into  the  deeper 
tissues,  causing  thereby  extreme  redness,  swelling,  and  terminating 
in  suppuration.. 

SymptomB. — Patients  complain  cliiefly  of  pain,  tinnitus  and 
deafness,  'I'hc  pain  varies  with  the  severity  of  the  attack,  ami  is 
due  to  swelling  and  tension  of  the  parts.  It  is  aggravated  by  the 
movements  of  the  jaw.  Deafneiss  and  tinivitus  re<^ult  from  occlusion 
of  the  canal,  intlammalion  of  the  drum  membrane,  or  accumula- 
tions of  exudate.  In  the  simpler  forms  the  walls  of  the  canal  and 
the  mcmbrana  tympani  become  covered  with  desquamations,  which 
may  fill  the  entire  canal.  In  the  phlegmonous  varierty  the  canal 
walls  become  tender,  swollen  and  narrowed  to  such  an  extent  that 
examination  of  the  deeper  portions  is  difficult.  When  visible,  the 
tympanic  membrane  appears  inllamcd  ami  thickened,  with  indis- 
tinct outlines,  and.  in  rare  instances,  perforations.  Ecchymoses 
sometimes  develop  in  the  walls  of  the  canal  and  after  a  few  days 
rupture  takes  place,  with  a  discharge  of  scrum  or  seropurulent 
exudate,  containing  pathogenic  organisms.  This  discharge  is  ex- 
ceedingly tenacious,  and,  as  it  becomes  dry,  it  tends  to  exfoliate  in 
masses,  leaving  infiamed.  angry-looking,  moist  areas,  which  obljter- 
ale  the  nonnal  landmarks. 

Diagnosis. — The  diagnosis  is  rarely  difficult.  Bright  illumina- 
tion and  ihc  judicious  use  of  the  probe  are  usually  sufficient, 
although  the  exact  determination  of  the  condition  of  the  lower 
segment  of  the  auditory  canal  and  tympanum  may  be  impossible 
on  account  of  the  swelling  and  tenderness. 

The  course  and  duration  of  the  disease  depends  largely  upon 
its  mode  of  origin.  The  existence  of  grave  constitutional  disease  is 
indicative  of  a  protracted  course.  Simple  acute  cases  usually 
terminate   in   recovery   in   from   three   to  ten   days.     Prolonged 


DISEASES  OF  THE  EXTERNAL  EAR. 


129 


phlegmonous  inflammations,  with  recurrence  of  abscess  formations, 
sometimes  finally  rt'^-ult  in  periostitis  or  even  exostosis  of  tlic  bony 
walls,  with  atresia  of  iIr*  canal. 

Prognosis.— In  simple  cases,  unattended  by  grave  infection, 
recovery  takes  place  in  a  few  days.  In  rare  instances  the  middle 
ear  becomes  extensively  diseased  as  a  sequela  lo  otitis  externa 
tlifTusa,  and  the  inflammation  has  been  known  to  extend  from  the 
superior  and  posterior  canal  walls  directly  to  the  cells  of  the 
mastoid  process,  and  finally  to  the  meninges,  the  latter  complica- 
tion being  more  common  in  young  children. 

Treatment. — \\'hile  this  disease  often  requires  more  extensive 
local  treatment  and  prolonged  personal  aticniinn,  the  treatment 
corresponds  in  a  general  way  to  that  given  for  circumscribed  otitis 
externa.  When  of  bacterial  origin,  carbolized  tampons  should  be 
introduced,  and,  if  well  borne,  allowed  to  remain  Irum  twelve  to 
twenty-four  hours.  During  the  stage  of  secretion  a  hot  saline 
douche  every  two  hours  will  effectually  remove  the  products  with- 
out irritaiing  the  inflamed  surfaces.  After  dr>-ing  the  surface, 
powdered  slcarale  of  zinc  with  boric  acid,  equal  parts,  dusted 
over  the  diseased  area,  tends  to  promote  healing. 

Whenever  a  stinmlaiing  medicament  is  needed,  a  solution  of 
nitrate  of  silver  gr.  xx  to  ^j,  or  25  per  cent,  solution  of  argjTol  will 
answer  the  purpose.  When  associated  willi  eczema  nr  oilier  cuta- 
neous affections,  or  constitutional  dyscrasias,  the  scope  of  medica- 
tion must  embrace  these  disorders, 


OTOMYCOSIS 
(Otitic  Externa  Fungoidea). 

In  the  preceding  paragrapli.  devoted  to  diffuse  external  otitis, 
the  desquamative  type  of  inflammation  is  considered.  Another 
type,  less  common,  is  due  to  deposits  of  various  forms  of  fungi 
upon  the  walls  of  the  external  canal  and  usually  is  termed  otomy- 
cosis. These  types  arc  of  vegctal)te  origin  (molds),  and  appear  in 
a  great  variety  of  forms,  of  which  the  aspergillus  niger,  fumigatus 
and  fiavesccns  are  the  chief.  The  snurcc  and  mndc  of  entrance  arc 
rarely  determinable,  but  there  is  reliable  clinical  evidence  that  tlie 
spores  will  not  germinate  in  a  normally  healthy  external  meatus, 
but  re<|uire  some  form  of  exudate  upon  which  to  grow.  Certain 
types,  like  the  mycelium,  depend  upon  moisture;  others  require 
a  dry  exudate  for  their  propagation.  The  seat  of  predilection 
is  the  inner  third  ui  the  auditorj-  canal  and  the  membrana  tympani. 
Extensive  invasions  of  cither  type  may  take  place  without 
producing  any  subjective  symptoms  whatever,  but  their  pre<!- 
«nce  usually  excites  a  sensation  of  irritation  and  itching,  for  the 
relief  of  which  the  patient  scratches  his  ear  and  produces  the 
excoriation  of  the  meatal  orifice  noted  in  this  condition.  Deafness 
and  tinnitus  occur  only  in  cases  where  extensive  diflfuse  infiltration 
narrows  the  lumen  of  the  canal.  In  rare  instances  the  pain  is 
severe  and  persistent  until  relieved  by  removal  of  the  fungi. 
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'J'he  fungi  spread  over  ilic  surface  oi  tlic  inner  third  of 
llie  canal,  and  often  the  mcmbrana  tympani  (myringom3'cosis),  in 
the  form  of  dirty  white,  yellowish,  or  blackliead  deposits.  The 
elevated  surface  oi  the  mass  a])pears  dirty,  uneven,  but  velvety  in 
appearance,  and  is  commonly  mi.xfd  with  cerumen,  discharge 
or  scales.  It  often  requires  a  microscopic  examination  !o  confirm 
the  diagnosis.  The  surface  involvement  may  be  extensive,  or 
limitt'd  to  one  or  more  masses  upon  a  circumscribed  area.  The 
paraiiites  cliufj  closely  to  ilie  af>Vrted  parts,  and  iheir  removal  H 
sometimes  difficult  to  accomplish,  leaving  the  surface  more  or  less 
reddened  and  thickened.  A  permanent  redness  ptiint.*  to  recurrence. 
Cutaneous  dcscpiamation.  the  employment  of  nils  in  the  external 
canal,  occupation,  unsanitary  environment  and  moisture,  or  dis- 
charge in  the  canal,  arc  believed  to  be  the  chief  predisposing  etio- 
logical factors  in  otomycosis.  The  mere  existence  of  a  purulent 
exudate  doe.s  not  necessarily  predispose  to  the  disease.  Otomycosis 
affects  men  more  commonly  than  wtimcn.  and  children  seem  to  be 
exempt.  Observations  bear  evidence  that  the  parasites  reach  their 
maturity  within  from  five  to  seven  days.  If  perforation  of  the  drum 
membrane  is  present,  it  is  quite  possible  for  the  parasites  to  enter 
and  develop  in  the  tympanic  cavity,  and  cases  have  been  reported 
in  which  they  invaded  the  mastoid  cells. 

Treatment. — The  treatment  nf  otomycosis  is  directed  toward 
the  removal  uf  the  parasites  and  prevention  uf  recurrence.  A  few 
drtips  of  boric  acid  gr.  xx  in  alcohol  f,j  instilled  into  the  meatus 
several  times  daily  has  proved  most  useful  for  their  destruction  as 
well  as  for  the  prevention  of  recurrence.  Whenever  the  deposit  is 
extensive,  preliminary  washing  with  the  syringe  or  thorough 
removal  by  means  of  a  curet  may  be  necessary.  If  the  growths 
persistently  recur,  a  bichlorid  of  mercury  douche  followed  by 
mstillations  of  95  per  cent,  alcohol  will  eventually  effect  a  cure. 

OTITIS  EXTERNA  KERATOMA 
(Otitis  Externa  Parasitica). 

This  is  a  rare  form  of  otitis,  wherein  a  white  pseudoinembrane 
is  observed,  which  is  usually  situated  along  the  posterior  wall  oE 
the  bony  meatus  (Bezold).  The  fibrinous  deposit  is  easily  removed 
from  the  bony  ranal  as  well  as  the  tympanum,  although  consider- 
able pain  attends  its  removal. 

IMPACTED  CERUMEN. 

The  normal  secretion  of  the  ceruminous  glands,  which  are 
located  chiefly  in  the  ranilaginous  jiortion  of  the  external  meatus, 
is  light  yellow,  semifluid  in  character,  and  under  healthy  condi- 
tions tends  gradually  lo  approach  the  external  orifice,  where  it 
becomes  removed  in  the  ordinary  course  of  daily  washing. 

The  proximity  of  the  intermaxillary  articulation,  the  capsular 
ligament  of  which  stands  in  close  relation  to  the  tragus,  is  supposed 
to  be  an  im[iortant  factor  in  moving  the  cerumen  toward  the  outer 


DISEASES  OF  THE  EXTERNAL  EAR. 


131 


orifice  of  the  meatus,  inasmuch  as  with  each  niolion  of  the  joint, 
whether  in  talkitig  or  mastication,  there  is  an  impingement  upon 
the  canal. 

Etiology. — Several  etiological  factors,  acting  either  singly  or 
in  combination,  enlcr  into  the  cau^^ation  of  retained  ceruminous 
plugs. 

1.  ,-tnomaIics  and  Obstnuthv  Lesions  of  the  Canaf. — Retention 
of  cerumen  sunietimes  uccurs  iti  canals  which  are  of  extremely 
small  calibre  at  certain  points  throughout;  in  those  that  are  con- 
ecnitally  tortuous,  or  when  the  walls  arc  the  scat  of  exostoses  or 
hyperostoses. 

2.  Foreign  Bodies. — Foreign  substances  which  are  allowed  to 
rem»in  in  the  canal  serve  as  a  nucleus  to  which  certimen  adheres. 
Of  these  cotton  pledgets  carelessly  left  in  the  canal,  cither  from 
attempts  to  remove  debris  or  while  worn  for  protection,  arc  Ihc 
most  common.  Deads,  seeds  and  particles  of  dirt,  coarse  dust  and 
splinters  occasionally  serve  the  same  purpose. 

3.  Diseases  of  the  Middle  Ear  and  External  Meatus. — Kcxcma 
and  other  cutaneous  disease*,  circumscribed  and  diffuse  external 
otitis,  an(|  purulent  otitis  media,  both  by  extensive  exfoliations  and 
by  mutlifying  the  character  of  the  ceruminous  exudate,  are  prolific 
causative  agents.  The  frequency  of  its  association  with  chronic 
catarrlial  otitis  media  suggests  a  possible  concurrent  alteration  in 
the  ceruminous  glands  whereby  the  quantity  of  secretion  is  dimin- 
ished from  lack  of  fluid  elements.  Cholesteatomata  which  have 
exfoliated  from  the  middle  ear  sometimes  form  a  portion  of  the 
mass.  Hypersecretion  of  cerumen,  while  rare,  sometimes  occurs, 
and  variations  in  the  amount  secreted  are  wide,  even  within  norma! 
limits. 

4.  Mechaniral  Causes.— .\s\A^  from  foreign  bodies,  the  agglu- 
tination and  retention  of  cerumen  is  facilitated  by  wrong  methods 
of  cleansing  the  ears.  Irritant  solutions,  portions  of  which  arc 
allowed  to  remain  in  the  canal,  thereby  causing  superficial  inflam- 
mation and  exfoliations,  ovcrstimulate  the  ceruminous  glands  or 
cause  superficial  dermatitis  and  exfoliation.  In  the  ordinary  clean- 
ing of  the  canal,  by  wiping  with  cotton-tipped  probe  or  twisted 
corner  of  a  handkerchief  or  washcloth  or  earspoon,  masses  of 
cerumen  are  easily  pushed  deeper  in,  where  they  remain  and 
increase  in  size. 

Pathology. — Cerumen  masses  are  usually  of  complex  formation, 
ha\'ing.  in  addition  to  the  ceruminous  exudate,  variable  admixtures 
of  sebaceous  matter,  flakes  of  epidermis,  and  fragments  of  hair, 
spores  and  central  forcicn  bodies.  The  color  of  the  plugs  varies 
from  light  yellow  to  reddish  black,  very  old  plugs  often  having  a 
glisteniii;:  appearance  from  the  presence  of  cholesterin  crystals. 
Prolonged  contact  of  large  masses  of  impacted  cerumen  probably 
excites  more  or  less  extensive  desquamative  inflammation  of  the 
walls,  osteitis  and  perforation  of  the  memhrana  tympani. 

Symptoinatology. — So  long  as  the  ceruminous  plug?  do  not 
attain  sufficient  size  to  completely  obstruct  the  calibre  of  the  canal. 
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all  subjective  *!ymptoms  are  absent.  An  extremely  small  channel 
seems  to  be  sufficient  to  admit  sound  waves  and  maintain  the  hear- 
ing function  practically  unimpaired.  A  change  uf  position  of  the 
mass,  due  to  violent  jarring  of  the  body,  or  to  the  movements  of 
mastication,  whereby  the  canal  becomes  totally  occluded,  will 
produce  deafness.  The  same  result  often  ensues  after  balhinff,  and 
is  explainable  as  follows:  The  bather,  who  has  a  cerumen  plug 
which  nearly  fills  the  calibre  of  tlie  canal,  gets  water  into  ihc  car, 
and  sufficient  moisture  is  absorbed  to  cause  the  mass  to  swell  and 
close  the  entire  lumen  of  the  canal.  Complete  occlusion  is  imme- 
diately followed  by  a  sensation  of  fulness  in  the  ear.  deafness,  tinni- 
tus, and  often  vertigo.  Autophony  is  a  common  symptom.  Upon 
ins|>ection  during  the  earlier  stages,  the  accumulated  cerumen  may 
be  seen  covering  certain  portions  of  the  meatal  walls,  either  as 
sticky  masses,  or  in  the  form  of  flakes,  crusts,  or  wads.  As  these 
increase  in  size  bv  accretions,  they  tend  to  extend  in  either  direc- 
tion until  the  entire  canal  is  occludctl  with  possible  pressure  upon 
the  drum  membrane.  The  tinnitus  is  variable  in  its  intensity,  but 
is  at  times  so  loud  and  troublesome  as  to  become  the  sole  cause  for 
seeking  relief.  When  perforations  exist,  all  symptoms  are  aggra- 
vated, and  trigeminal  neuralgia,  facial  paralysis,  and  blepharospasm 
have  occurred.  Pain  rarely  ensues,  although  at  times,  owing  to 
pressure,  neuralgic  pains  may  be  felt,  not  necessarily  localized,  but 
radiating  in  various  dirccti<ms. 

Among  the  reflex  symptoms  cough  is  most  prominent.  It  may 
become  so  severe  as  to  induce  congc-stion  in  the  upper  respiratory 
tract 

Complete  blocking  of  the  canal  necessarily  perverts  the  func- 
tion of  audition,  and  in  nervous  subjects  considerable  mental  dis- 
turbance may  accompany  the  condition.  Vertigo,  nausea,  and 
epileptiform  seizures  have  been  known  to  result  from  impaction  of 
cerumen  in  ihe  auditory  canal.  Impaction  in  canals  which  have 
long  been  the  seat  of  a  purulent  process  may  lead  to  serious  conse- 
quences on  account  of  the  obstruction  to  the  outflow  of  discharge. 

Diagnosis. — Careful  inspection  of  the  auditory  canal  is  the 
only  method  by  which  a  positive  diagnosis  may  be  made.  It  must 
be  diflferentiated  from  cholcsicatomata.  blood-clots,  foreign  bodies, 
inspissated  pus.  and  a  variety  uf  admixtures  of  ephithclium,  mucus, 
spores  and  foreign  bodies. 

Prognosis. — The  outcome  is  less  easily  determined,  as  hj7>cr- 
secretion  of  cerumen  is  frequently  associated  with  other  forms  of 
disease.  The  mere  cerumen  mass  in  an  otherwise  healthy  ear  is 
never  a  grave  condition.  Ii  is  unwise  to  predict  that  a  rctnrn  of 
hearing  will  follow  the  removal  of  the  cerumen  mass,  inasmuch  as 
deafness  from  other  causes  may  have  pre-existed.  Whenever  the 
loss  of  hearing  is  sudden  and  entirely  due  to  occlusion,  the  prognosis 
as  to  hearing  is  invariably  good.  Recurrence  is  the  rule,  and 
patients  should  be  so  informed,  and  advised  to  return  at  intervals 
of  about  six  months  in  order  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  impac- 
tion.   It  is  wise  to  record  the  aerial  conduction  sound  before  remov- 
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Ing  cerumtn,  in  order  to  circumvent  any  contention  a»  to  loss  of 
iu'aring  which  the  patient  may  subsequently  make.  In  oue  instance, 
in  the  author's  experience,  a  cUnic  patient  threatened  legal  pro- 
ceedings, claiming  that  the  removal  of  masses  of  cerumen  had 
resulted  in  great  diminution  of  hearing.  The  record  of  the  hearing 
distance  previously  made  easily  proved  the  patient's  error. 

Localized  masses   smearing  the   posterosuperior   wall   of  the 
canal  are  usually  indicative  of  a  purulent  process  witlwn  the  tym- 


Fig.  65, — Syringinft  the  ear  fnr  the  rpmoval  of  crrumcn.  Tlie  patient** 
clothing  is  protected  by  th«  bib  (Fig,  7).  aut!'»<^«i?<l  by  a  towct  lucked 
between  his  rcclt  and  cnllar  The  patient  holds  the  pus  basin  for  the 
return  How,  which  lea^-cs  the  surgeon  free  to  manipiible  the  syringe  and 
bold  the  car  in  proper  posiiion, 

panic  cavity,  and  their  removal  may  he  followed  by  renewal  of  the 
discharge. 

Treatment.— Obviously  the  treatment  should  be  directed  to  the 
removal  of  the  mass.  When  the  masses  arc  small  and  not  densely 
impacted,  a  few  syringcfuls  of  warm  water  will  he  sufficient  to 
effect  their  removal.  Hard  phig^.  densely  impacted,  are  difficult 
to  remove  at  the  first  sitting,  and.  inasmuch  as  a  short  delay  is  not  a 
detriment  to  the  patient,  it  is  wise  to  desist  for  a  day.  in  tlie  mean- 
(4pic  directing  the  patient  to  instjll  at  short  intervals  cither  warm 
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saline  solution^  cortnnon,^MUJ>l  to  sterile  water  Oj  or  a  solution 
of  sodiunijucaxbpnate  JJ^toJ^LoT  sterTle  water.  Instillations  of 
pcro.\id  of  hydrogen  arc  more  effective,  and  the  author  has  never 
observed  any'TiarTnlul  results  from  its  use.  The  stream  from  the 
syringe  (l-'ig.  6'-*)  should  be  directed  to  the  borders  of  ihe  cerumen 
mass  as  the  most  likely  place  for  the  solution  to  get  behind  and 
force  it  outward-  Considerable  force  may  be  expended  upon  the 
current  without  damage  tu  the  parts.  It  id  sometimes  impossible 
by  means  of  the  syringe  to  throw  the  solution  behind  the  hardened 
mass,  and  it  becomes  necessary  to  supplement  its  action  by  means 
of  a  small  curet  or  probe,  and  make  a  groove  between  the  cerumen 
and  the  canal  wall  tlirough  which  the  water  may  be  forced,  always 
pointing  the  syringe  toward  the  groove.  In  rare  instances  cerumen 
resists  all  efforts  at  removal  with  ft-ater;  hence,  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  extract  it  piece  by  piece,  with  forceps  and  curet.  Following" 
the  removal  of  cerumen  the  auditory  canal  should  be  carefully  dried 
and  inspected,  meanwhile  noting  any  injury  to  the  canal  walls  or 
drumhead.  The  surfaces  may  then  be  thoroughly  smeared  with 
liquid  vasclin  cnntaining  menthol  in  tlic  proportion  of  10  grains 
to  the  ounce,  and  a  small  tampon  of  cotton  inserted  fnr  a  day.  The 
patient  should  he  directed  to  return  in  a  day  or  two.  at  which  time 
the  canal  should  he  thoroughly  touched  with  alcohol  in  order  to 
destroy  any  vegetable  fungi,  and  such  further  applications  as  the 
condition  of  the  parts  may  require.  Unless  ahsohitcly  necessary 
the  introduction  of  forceps,  spoons  and  curcts  should  be  avoided 
in  the  removal  of  cerumen  masses.  Finally,  before  dismissing:  the 
patient,  the  hearing  distance  should  again  he  tested  for  purposes  of 
comparison. 

FOREIGN  BODIES  IN  THE  EAlt. 

On  account  of  the  exposed  location  of  the  ear  and  its  op* 
meatus,  a  variety  of  foreign  bodies  find  lodgment  in  the  auditory 
canal,  and,  ftccasionally,  penetrate  the  deeper  structures. 

Etiology,  (a)  In  Childmt. — There  seems  to  be  a  natural  tend- 
ency among  young  children  to  introduce  small  objects,  cither  into 
the  mouth,  nose  or  ear.  These  accidents  are  usually  self-inilicted. 
but  occasionally  they  practise  upon  each  other.  The  more  common 
substances  thus  found  in  the  meatus  are  pebbles,  heads,  bits  of 
wood,  glass  objects,  buttons,  gjavel,  pasty  substances,  peas,  beans, 
and  other  seeds. 

They  arc  likewise  subject  to  the  accidental  impaction  of  gun 
wads,  explosive  materials,  bullets,  etc..  and  to  the  entry  of  animate 
objects,  bedbugs,  roaches,  houseflies,  ticks,  maggots,  etc. 

{b)  In  AduUs. — In  adults  the  causes  arc:  I.  The  habit  (usually 
pernicious)  of  wearing  cotton  in  the  ears,  pledgets  of  which  are 
carelessly  forgotten,  or  pushed  deeoer  into  the  canal  by  additional 
ones.  2.  Efforts  to  remove  cerumen,  scales  or  pus,  by  means  of 
hairpins,  toothpicks,  matches,  and  twigs,  wherel)y  portions  are  lost 
in  the  canal.  3.  Animate  objects,  bedbugs,  roaches,  moths,  flics, 
ticks,    worms    and    ma^ots.      4.  Explosives,    gun    wads,    bullets, 
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portions  of  rockets,  cloth  and  fibre.  5.  Foreign  bodies  incident  to 
occupations,  seeds,  chips,  scales  of  iron  ur  steel,  coal,  etc.  0. 
Ololiths. 

Symptoms. — Unless  producing  distressing  symptoms,  a  foreign 
body  ni:iy  remain  imdisiurlicd  (or  an  indeterminate  period,  during 
wbtcb  it  becomes  encased  in  an  admixture  of  cerumen  and  epithe- 
lial scales.  Here  tlie  symptoms  are  similar  to  those  already 
described  under  impacted  cerumen.  Those  which  enter  under  force 
and  lacerate  the  ti^^sues  invariably  cause  sufRcient  hemorrhage, 
pain  and  discomfort  to  cause  the  patient  to  seek  relief. 

Explosives  and  knife  or  stiletto  tips  are  prone  to  wuiind  llie 
deeper  tissues,  with  very  serious  results. 

Voung  children  either  inform  their  attendants,  nr  the  accident 
becomes  known  through  inllanimatory  reaction  or  bemorrhajje. 
Insects,  when  alive,  produce  agonizing,  nerve-racking  sensations  by 
their  crawling  or  clawing  elTorts  to  move  about  tlie  canal. 

The  larger  secd'i  like  beans  and  peas  become  troublesome  as 
ft  result  of  ahsorpiion  of  moisture,  which  causes  them  tn  swell  and 
Occlude  the  canal.  I'ain  is  always  ninrc  severe  when  these  objects 
lie  against  or  lacerate  the  drum  membrane. 

1'be  results  are  more  harmful  in  cars  which  arc  the  scat  of 
purulent  discharge,  since  by  retarding  the  llow  of  pus,  or  by  con- 
tamination with  animate  objects  serious  complications  may  arise, 

Ballenger^  calls  attention  to  the  ravages  of  the  Texas  screw- 
worm  fly.  which  possesses  a  sawing  movement  which  enables  it  to 
penetrate  bone,  and  recalls  Mackenzie's  reports  of  casc^  where  they 
pcnetr.^Icd  the  cranial  cavity,  causing  death  by  meningitis. 

Diagnosis. — The  diagnosis  is  simple  and  easy  in  recent  cases 
where  no  laceration,  swelling,  or  hemorrhage  has  taken  place,  inas- 
much as  under  strong  reflected  light  the  body  may  be  both  seen  and 
touched  witli  a  probe. 

This  is  the  only  reliable  and  proper  method  to  follow.  Unfor- 
tunately, these  patients  arc  seldom  seen  by  the  otologist  at  this 
stage,  consulting  him  only  after  the  walls  of  ilie  canal  have  been 
lacerated,  or  inflamed  as  a  result  of  iin'ikitlcd  efforts  to  extract  the 
offending  mass.  Having  already  suffered  considerable  pain  and  dis- 
comfort, the  patient,  if  a  child  or  a  hypersensilive  adult,  approaches 
in  extreme  trepidation;  hence,  the  examination  should  be  deferred 
for  a  few  minutes,  and  his  confidence  inspired  by  reassuring  stale- 
ments.  Rather  than  examine  an  unruly  patient  under  force,  with 
probable  damage  to  the  soft  tissues,  it  is  wiser  to  administer  a 
general  anesthetic,  which  permits  both  thorough  examination  and 
a  painless  and  safe  renuival. 

Treatment  of  Foreign  Bodies  in  the  Ear.  /n.fcf/^.— First  deter- 
mine positively  by  visual  cxaniinatinn  whether  Ihe  insect  still 
remains  in  the  canal.  Nervous  patients  are  prone  to  complain  of 
the  crawling  sensation  long  after  the  insect  has  escaped,  and  are 
sometimes  on  the  "border  line"  of  insanity.     The  author  has  the 


>  Dt.«eaus  of  the  Nose,  Throat  and  Ear,  p.  601. 
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record  of  a  woman  who  stoutly  and  persistently  maintained  tliat 
she  had  a  bedbug  in  lier  ear,  and  would  not  be  convinced  to  the 
conirarj-  until,  in  desperation,  a  bedbug  was  priwrured  and  inserted 
into  the  canal  witlunit  her  knowledfjc.  It  was  then  withdrawn  and 
exhibited  to  her  wiih  convincing  effect. 

H  alive,  the  insect  should  be  <lro\vncd  or  otherwise  killed  before 
attempting  its  removal,  on  account  of  its  power  to  cling  to  the 
surface.  Tmniersion  in  oil  usually  sufTices,  hut  in  ca-'W  it  fails  a  few 
drops  of  chloroform  diltncd  one-half  will  complete  their  destruction. 


I'ijt.  70,  —  A  mctlHxl  to  lie  employed   ("r  rciimvinit  luituwi   (roiii  the  ex- 
ternal meatus  whenever  the  eye  or  c>rlct  can  be  seen  by  the  aurijcon. 

after  which  they  arc  easily  removed,  either  with  the  syringe 
forceps — preferably  the  former. 

Inanimate  Bodies  In  thf  External  Canal. — The  body  should  be 
removed  f»y  the  j^afcst  po'^sible  ntethod  whith  may  he  ^suited  to  the 
individual  case.  Of  these  the  syringe,  employed  in  exactly  the  same 
manner  as  for  impacted  cerumen  (I'ig.  69),  is  the  safest  and  most 
effective.  Zaufel  successfully  removed  the  object  with  the  syringe 
in  92  out  of  100  cases,  about  00  per  cent. 

The  invariable  rule  should  he  to  attempt  removal  with  the 
syringe  before  resorting  to  any  other  method.  In  a  large  percent- 
age of  cases  the  syringe  alone  will  successfully  clear  the  canal  of 
the  obstruction.  As  alreadv  stated  a  careful  preliminary  cxamina- 
tioa  through  a  speculum,  with  a  bright  illutninatioiif  should  be  mad<^, 
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at  whici)  time  all  the  lacerations  and  hruiscs,  and  hemorrhages, 
■whether  incident  to  the  inward  passage  of  the  body  or  as  a  result 
of  clumsy  unskilled  attempts  to  remove  the  object,  may  be  seen. 

If  the  tissues  about  the  meatus  arc  greatly  swollen  and  painful 
and  there  arc  no  indications  of  deep-seated  injury,  it  is  wiser  to 
delay  removal  for  a  day  or  two  until  these  symptom?;  sub-side. 
Rest,  hourly  warm  dniichc«,  and  depletion  by  wet  cupping  are 
helpful  adjuvants.  It  now  becomes  possible  lu  drtcrniine  the  form 
and  nature  of  the  abject,  its  exact  location,  and  whether  it  is  firmly 


Fiff.  71.— Hcmoval  of  oval  ohiect  (bean)  from  the  auHitory  meatus 
with  forceps.  This  method  shoufi)  he  cmptoycti  only  in  the  hands  of 
skilled  operators,  on  account  of  the  danger  ot  pnshinR  the  foreign  body 
deeper  into  the  ranal,  Wi-otinding  the  membranz  tympaiii,  etc.  . 


impacted  in  the  lumen  of  the  canal.  If  reasonable  persistence  in 
%yrin^ng  fails  to  remove  the  object,  the  plan  of  procedure  should 
be  as  follows:  TIic  object  may  be  located  in  a  manner  which 
permits  the  operator  to  grasp  it  firmly  with  the  forceps  or  hook  into 
»omc  eyelet  or  angle  without  danger  of  forcing  it  deeper  into  the 
canal.  In  this  class  are  found  wads  of  cotton,  paper  or  cloth,  the 
eyelets  or  thread  holes  of  buttons  <Fig.  70),  the  edges  of  metals, 
sticks,  buttons  and  similar  substances.  After  securing  a  firm  hold, 
traction  should  be  made  directly  toward  the  meatal  orifice  until  the 
object  is  extracted.  During  thi?  time  the  head  should  he  steadied 
t>y  an  assistant.    Th?  removal  of  objects  with  sniooth  oval  surfaces, 
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like  beans,  peas,  beads,  etc.,  is  obviously  a  more  difificuU  procedure. 
Here  ihe  cmi)]iiymcnt  uf  forceps  is  coiitraindicated  unless  in  skilled 
hands  (Fig.  71),  iiiasinudi  as  in  applying  ihe  jaws  ihtre  Is  danger 
of  forcing  the  object  into  the  deeper  portions  of  the  canal,  always 
an  unforiunnte  occurrence  on  account  of  the  added  dilficulties  in 
removal  incident  tu  a  location  beyond  the  narrowed  juncture  of  the 
05*eous  and  cartilaginous  portions  of  the  canal.  The  agglutination 
method  has  been  recommended  in  ttiis  type,  and  consists  in  gluing 
the  end  of  a  small  piece  of  tape,  or  a  small  camel's  hair  brush  to 
the  surface  of  the  object,  and,  after  it  becomes  firmly  fixed,  to  make 
sufficient  traction  to  pull  out  the  foreign  body. 

.Another  procedure  is  to  gently  slide  a  small  hook  between  the 
canal  wall  and  the  object,  and  by  a  slight  corkscrew  motion  imbed 
the  tenaculum  into  the  mass  and  thus  withdraw  it.  (Juires's  foreign 
body  extractor  (Fig.  72)  is  also  available  here.  It  sometimes  hap- 
pens that  the  first  insertion  of  the  hook  merely  pries  up  one  side  of 
the  object,  in  which  event  it  should  be  reinserted  upon  the  opposite 
side  and  the  object  thus  removed. 


Tig.  72L — Quires'*  foreign  'body  extractor. 

In  removing  denser  objects,  glass,  metals,  etc.,  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  insert  a  small  curet  or  s|KPon,  even  at  the  expense  of  slight 
laceration,  in  order  to  obtain  sufficient  hold  to  remove  them.  In 
young  children  and  many  adults  it  is  quite  impossible  to  remove 
the  more  deeply  imbedded  foreign  objects  except  under  general 
anesthesia ;  hence,  it  is  advised,  and  its  employment  greatly  simpli'- 
fies  the  operation,  but  shuuld  in  nci  wise  lessen  the  Importance  of 
observing  all  precautions  against  injuries  to  the  drum  membrane 
and  canal  wall. 

There  arc  rare  instances  wherein  large,  dense  objects  become 
deeply  imbedded  in  the  bony  or  cartilaginous  walls,  when  it  is 
impossible  te  extract  the  object  cscc])t  by  posterior  incision  and 
detachment  of  the  canal  from  the  bone  in  the  manner  followed  in 
the  removal  '^f  exostoses  of  the  canal,  or  the  radical  operation. 

Foreign  Bodies  in  the  Middle  Ear,  Eustachian  Tube  and  Other 
Parts  of  the  Temporal  Bone. — These  are  usually  bullets  or  other 
I)rojcclilcs,  or  the  broken  tips  of  swords,  knives  or  stilettos.  Unless 
a  projecting  portion  can  be  grasped  with  strong  furceps  and  the 
entire  object  removed  by  traction  a  surgical  operation  should  be 
performed  without  delay,  and  under  all  the  precautions  required  by 
modem  surgery.  The  preliminary  steps  are  precisely  those  followed 
in  "removing  an  exostosis  from  the  I>ony  canal  by  tJie  postauricular 
route.  By  this  means  it  becomes  comparatively  easy  to  chisel  or 
pry  out  the  mass.    It  may,  however,  become  necessary  to  chisel 


DISEASES  OK  THE  KXTERNAL  EAR. 


139 


away  a  portion  of  the  bone  from  the  canal  wall  at  the  transition  of 
the  auditory  canal  into  the  tympanic  cavity,  or  even  lo  open  the 
antrum  or  labyrinth  in  case  the  foreign  body  has  been  lodged  in 
these  rejjions.  The  requirements  suhscquenl  to  such  operative 
procedure  would  be  cloisure  of  the  wound  and  the  maintenance  of 
the  membranous  canal  in  position  by  .suitable  packing. 

Small  bodies  in  the  tympanic  orilicc  of  the  Eustachian  tube 
may  somctiine-<  be  withdrawn  by  forceps  through  an  open  drum 
membrane,  and.  if  protruding  from  the  taucial  opening,  removed 
with  properly  curved  forceps,  aided  by  a  rhinoscopic  mirror. 
Operators  have  succeeded  in  dislnd^iin-;  F.ustachian  obstructions  bv 
Politzerization,  first  removing-  a  window  from  the  drum  membrane. 

Syphilis,  diphtheritic  and  croiipous  inflammation,  and  lupus  of 
the  external  car  form  a  part  of  Part  II.  Chapters  XXIX,  XXX, 
XXXI  and  XXXIl. 

ATRESIA  (STRICTURE)  OF  THE  EXTERNAL 
AUDITORY  CANAL. 

Etiology. — Constrictions  of  the  auditory  caniil  are  either 
osseous,  librous  or  in  the  form  of  new  growths,  and  are  due  to 
inflammatorj-  disease  of  the  walls,  purulent  otitis  media,  traumatism 
and  congenital  deformity.  The  osseuus  form  (exostosis)  is  di- 
scribcd  in  Chapter  XHl.  Fig.  97.  Those  due  to  neopla.sms  of  the 
auricle  are  also  ontliru-d  in  Chapter  Xlll. 

Inflammatory  affections  (eczema,  dermatitis,  furuncle,  peri- 
chondritis, otitis  externa  diffusa)  in  severe  form  may  result  in 
fibrous  thickening  of  the  deeper  layers  of  the  canal  and  crnistriction 
of  its  lumen.  Circumscribed  thickening  of  the  skin,  with  cicatricial 
bands,  or  circular  constrictions  are  produced  both  by  prolonged 
otorrhea  and  traumalism.  Similar  rcisults  follow  the  ulceration  of 
lupus,  tuberculosis,  and  syphilis.  ^Ta^kefl  atresia  is  prone  lo  follow 
a  radical  mastoid  operation  in  which  the  operator  has  failed  to 
divide  the  membranous  canal  by  making  the  usual  flap. 

Treatment. — \'anotis  simple  pmcednres  have  been  devised  to 
overcome  contraction  and  adhesion  of  the  soft  tissues,  the  chief  of 
which  arc  vulcanized  and  soft-rubber  tubes,  tampons,  sponge  tents, 
caustics,  etc.  Unfortunately,  they  tisually  fail  to  produce  permanent 
benefit.  In  the  majority  of  eases  a  single  cicatricial  band  which  has 
resulted  from  traumatism  will  di^ajjpcar  under  the  pressure  of  a 
hard-rubber  tube.  The  only  {wsrlivc  and  |)ernianenl  relief  is 
derived  from  detaching  the  concha  liy  pnslcrinr  incision  and  enter- 
ing the  auditory  canal  by  way  of  the  posterior  wall  in  the  same 
manner  as  in  the  radical  operation.  When  the  stricture  is  cnurined 
to  the  cartilaginous  meatus  it  mav  require  a  division  of  the  mem- 
branous canal  and  the  formation  of  a  skinflap  similar  to  those  which 
form  a  part  of  the  radical  mastoid  operation.  Whenever  atresia 
occurs  in  conjunction  with  and  as  a  rcsnit  of  prolonged  intra- 
tympanic  suppuration,  it  is  advisable  U>  ptrform  llie  radical  opcra- 
ttnn.  and  by  so  doing  effect  a  cure  both  of  the  purulent  disease  of 
the  car  and  constriction  of  the  canal.     In  those  cases  where  the 
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walls  of  the  cartilaginntts  meatus  are  simply  collapsed,  with  no 
cicatrices,  or  tumors,  the  iniroduclion  of  tubes  for  tlie  purpose  of 
improving  tlie  hearing  is  without  avail  except  so  long  as  they 
remain  in  situ. 

Electrolysis  has  its  advocates,  and  has  been  employed  with 
success,  in  snn;ilc  cases  unaccompanied  by  suppuration,  by  inserting 
the  needle  of  the  negative  pole  into  various  portions  of  the  fibrous 
tissue,  and  the  pnsitive  sponge  electrode  elsewhere  upon  the  Iwdy. 
Treatment  should  he  gpven  every  other  day  unless  too  much 
reaction  results,  each  seance  lasting  ten  to  twenty  minutes,  with  a 
current  strength  of  8  to  30  milliampcrcs. 

CARIES  OP  THE  OSSEOUS  EXTERNAL  AUDITORY  CANAL. 

Carious  areas  in  the  bony  portion  of  ihe  external  canal  wall  are 
usually  of  serious  import,  and  occur  with  sufficient  frequent^  to 
merit  a  brief  outline  of  its  etiologj-  and  treatment. 


Fig.  ^J.-^C-u-ious  luwrtoii)  procpss.     Rcniovctl  from  ■  child  14  years  old. 

(Auibor'a  case.) 

Etiology. — (o)  Purulent  otitis  media,  in  which  Ihe  inner 
lion  of  the  nsseous  canal  and  outer  atlic  walU  become  necrosed. 

(6)  Purulent  maj^toiditis.  The  majority  of  all  cases  of  caries 
in  this  location  result  from  purulent  masiuiditis,  with  every  evidence 
of  a  primary  attack  of  unusual  severity,  and  rapid  extension  of 
infection  from  the  mastoid  cells  through  the  canal  wall.  Large 
sequestra  of  necrosed  bone  soniclimcs  come  away  through  fistuIou:$ 
o}>enings  in  the  canal  wall,  or  remain  exposed  for  indefinite  periods. 
Fig.  7i  is  a  photograph  about  the  natural  size  of  a  necrosed  mastoid 
process,  including  a  portion  of  tlie  posterior  canal  wall  in  a  young 
child  who  had  suffered  with  an  offensive  discharge  from  the  ear  for 
about  three  years.  The  author  removed  it  by  making  the  usual 
mastoid  incision,  followed  by  a  radical  mastoid  operation,  which 
proved  entirely  successful. 

(c)  Malignant  neoplasms  and  infections.  Primary  carcinoma 
of  the  ear  usually  springs  from  the  floor  of  the  external  canal,  and 
erosion  of  the  hone  is  one  of  the  early  symptoms.  Tuberculous  an<| 
specitic  ulceration  may  also  result  in  necrosis  of  the  canal  wall 
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(rf)  The  auilior  has  seen  a  single  case  o(  caries  which  could  not 
b<  traced  lo  Ihe  above  causes.  It  was  a  small  circumscribed  spot 
about  the  size  of  a  millet  seed,  upon  the  lloor  of  the  canal.  The 
exposed  area  was  dry  and  there  was  no  history  of  purulent  otitis 
media,  injiirj-  or  cutaneous  disease,  nor  evidence  of  s>'philis,  tuber- 
culosis or  malignancy.  It  was  scraped  away  with  a  curet  and  has 
never  returned. 

Treatment.— A  fistulnus  opening  alnnjj  the  posterior  canal  wall, 
which  communicates  witti  the  mastoid  process,  is  invariably  indica- 
tive of  extensive  necrosis  of  the  mast<iid  cells,  which  in  many 
instances  extends  through  the  inner  table,  exposing  the  meninges 
or  lateral  sinus  to  infection.  From  every  standpoint  a  mastoid 
operation  is  the  only  treatment  worthy  of  consideration,  and  usually 
the  radical  operation  is  essential  in  order  to  reach  the  limitations 
of  the  necrotic  prncess. 

Small  sequestra  in  other  partions  of  the  wall,  which  do  not 
communicate  witli  the  deeper  bony  structures,  may  be  removed 
tbroujjh  the  external  meatus  by  means  of  the  curet  and  forceps, 
after  dislodging  granulations  and  polypi. 

Whenever  the  necrosis  results  from  malignant  or  infectious 
diseases,  the  treatment  should  be  governed  by  the  requirements 
in  the  individual  case,  descriptions  of  which  will  be  found  under 
their  appropriate  headings. 


HEMORRHAGE  OP  THE  EXTERNAL   AUDITORY  CANAL. 

Hemorrhage  of  the  walls  of  the  audilnry  canal  occurs  in  three 
varieties  :— 

(a)  Spontaneous. — This  is  a  rare  phenomenon  in  which  the  out- 
flow is  of  a  }-erosanguineous  nature,  without  abrasion  of  itie  skin  or 
periodicity. 

(b)  Vicarious. — Periodical  hemorrhage  from  the  external 
meatus  sometimes  occurs  in  young  females  as  a  per\'ersion  of  the 
menstrual  function. 

(fl  Traumatic. — Hemorrhage  from  traumatism  may  arise  from 
decp-sealed  iniurie<;  to  the  temporal  bone,  either  from  direct  or 
indirect  violence.  Severe  injuries  sometimes  result  in  fatal  hemor- 
rhage. 

In  rendering  a  diagnosis  the  possibility  of  malingering  must 
be  eliminated. 
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MALFORMATIONS  AND  ANOMALIES  OF  THE 
EXTERNAL  EAR 

Mai.kokhations  and  defects  of  the  auricle  occur  in  various 
formii   from   slight   itcviations   in   size  and   shape   of   the   individual 

parts  to  almost  complete  absence  uf 
the  entire  organ.  Reduplication  of 
one  or  more  of  its  parts  and  super- 
numerary auricle  (polyotia)  also  de- 
luaud  coii.siileration.  Any  marked 
deviation  from  the  normal  is  very 
niiticcalde  on  accour>t  of  the  prom- 
inent situation  of  the  auricle  in  the 
;^t.-tieral  ci^ntour  of  the  face  and  the 
head.  The  auricle,  in  man,  has  little 
to  do  with  the  hearing  function ; 
therefore,  its  di;fects  do  not  produce 
impairment  of  audition  unless  the 
deformity  nechides  the  entrance  of 
the  external  meatus  and  prevents 
Ihe  free  access  of  sound  waves  into 
tlie  auditory  caiial.  But  deafness  is 
eouinuin  in  malformed  ears,  and  it 
H  usually  due  lo  a  coexisting  mal- 
devflopment,  or  entire  absence  of 
tlie  external  auditory  canal,  the  mid- 
dle ear,  or  the  labyrinth. 

The  treatment  is  largely  de- 
signed for  cosmetic  purposes  and  is 
surgical. 

Malformations  and  defects  in 
the  external  car  are  not  necessarily 
indicative  of  perverted  mentality, 
uotwithslanding  ihe  large  proportion  of  such  abnormalities  among 
individuals  who  arc  mentally  impaired.  They  are  usually  unilateral, 
and  occasionally  accompanied  by  maldcvelopment  in  the  bones  of 
the  corresponding  &ide  of  the  face. 

Some  are  due  to  the  absence  of  cartilage,  while  in  others  there 
is  entire  absence  of  the  auricular  appendage,  barring  certain  nodules 
or  tags  found  in  its  usual  location.  Tlie  cartilage  may  be  unduly 
thin  or  ihtrlc.  or  of  irregular  shape,  or  the  nnrmal  folds,  depressions 
and  creases  may  he  obliterated  or  abnormal,  with  corresponding 
alteration  in  the  contour  of  the  helix  and  antihelix.  The  angfic  of 
(142) 
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Fid.  74.— Projecting  ear.  with 
abar.rmal  droop  or  lop.  Thrre 
iaolso  redaodnnt  canibi)^  and 
defunnity  uf  the  helix. 
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attachmcni  of  ilit  auricle,  especially  when  its  upper  portion  is 
unduly  large,  is  responsible  fur  many  iI]-(orincd  appearing  cars. 
The  so-called  "lop  car"  (]"'ig.  74).  whether  congenital  or  acquired, 
is  of  tliis  type,  and  occasionally  the  entire  xipper  portion  of  the 
pinna  droops  downward  and  forward  in  a  flabby,  ill-stiapcd  mass. 

Occaijiiunally  tlie  defect  takes  t!ie  form  of  abnormal  enlarge- 
ment or  diminution  of  the  concha,  lobule,  or  entire  auricle.  One  of 
the  author's  paiicni:^  ba^  a  diminutive  auricle  of  infantile  propor- 
tions which  has  never  grown  since  birth,  and  he  is  now  42  ycar^i  of 
age.  The  helix  is  overhanging  but  otherwise  the  auricle  is  well 
formed  (Fig.  75).  1'here  is  no  external  auditory  canal,  but  the 
Eustachian  lube  is  normal,  patulous,  and  is  susceptible  to  inflation. 
Audition,  however,  is  absent. 


Fig.  75, — Diminutive  auricle,  with  absence  of  external  mcaliu.  The 
patient  has  a  nonnal  and  patulous  Eustachian  tube  capable  of  iitllatiuii,  but 
no  hearing. 


MALFORMATIONS  AND  ANOMALIES  OF  THE  AURICLE. 

(a)  The  Auricle. — The  auricle  a-*  a  whole  may  be  over- 
developed (macroiiai.  there  may  be  a  marked  difTcrcnce  in  the  size 
and  contour  of  a  person's  auricles  (asymmetry),  or  the  point  of 
attachment  lo  the  head  may  be  abnurnial  (hctcrotopy). 

Goldstein*  measured  a  large  number  of  auricles  and  found 
<Fig.  76)  that  the  long  axis  measuring  from  the  tip  of  the  lobule  to 
the  highest  point  of  the  helix,  a.  b,  should  not  exceed  7]/i  cm.  (3 
inches),  and  the  width  measured  from  ihc  inner  curve  of  the  tragus, 
transversely  to  the  outer  edge  of  the  helix,  r,,d,  should  not  exceed 
3  cm.  (1)4  inches). 

The  angle  of  insertion  of  the  auricle,  described  by  Frigarin  as 
the  auriculotemporal  angle,  in  normal  ears  is  acute;  hence,  an 
auricle  which  projects  at  a  right  or  obtuse  angle  from  the  head 
(Fig.  74)  occupies  an  anomalous  position. 


1  The  UryngMcopc,  OclolKr,  1908,  p.  836, 
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Microtia. — The  tcnii  microtia  is  u!;tially  employed  to  define  a 
class  <if  congenital  defects  in  which  the  auricle  has  no  definite  form, 
with  absence  uf  ct-rtaiii  portions,  perversion  of  the  normal  outlines, 
or  almnsi  entire  absence  of  the  appendage. 

Strictly  speaking,  any  under-sized  ear,  whether  perfect  or 
imperfect  in  outline,  is  classed  as  microtic  (K'S-  75).  Almost 
invariably  microtia  ts  associated  with  maldevelopment  of  other 
panion:^  of  tlie  auditory  apparatus,  chiefly,  absence  of  the  external 


D 
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PIS'-  7B.— Diaxraramfttic  represen- 

tatioa  of  the  Doriuul  m«asureiueQU 
uf  (he  auricle.  A  to  B  =  ?'/j  cm.; 
C  to  D  =  3  cm.     <.Mtcr  GoUslein.} 


Tig.  77. — Th*  satyr  ear. 


auditory  canal.  The  Eustachian  tube  is  usually  intact  and  patuloos, 
but  the  labyrinth  may  be  dt-fectivc. 

The  defect  may  be  bilateral  or  unilateral,  and  coexisting  defect 
of  the  contour  of  the  face  and  perverted  mentality  arc  not 
uncommon. 

(b)  The  Helix  and  Antihelix. — Minor  variations  in  the  scroll- 
like  formation  uf  the  helix  arc  common,  and  consist  of  abrupt 
angles  or  other  irregularity  of  outlines,  as  is  observc<l  in  the  satyr 
ear  (Fig.  77)  or  in  a  lack  of  development  or  overdevelopment  of 
the  part. 

The  upper  portion  is  the  usual  seat  of  faulty  development,  and 
here  the  helix  is  oftcncr  absent  than  overdeveloped.     Cases  of 


DISEASES  OF  TKE  EXTERNAL 

enormous  overdevelopment  of  tlic  helix  have  heen  reported  (Fig. 
78).  The  aniliclix  shares  with  tlie  Iielix  in  some  of  its  deformities, 
and  is  susceptible  to  individual  variations,  chiefly  thai  of  undue 
projection  and  division  into  two  or  three  crura.  It  is  sometimes 
ahf=.en!  allojjcthcr. 

(f )  The  Lobule. — The  lobule  \s  subject  to  a  variety  of  malfor- 
mations in  $ixK  and  in  shape.  Of  these  the  enlarged  bulbous  lobule, 
common  to  the  nepro  races,  the  thin  elongated,  and  the  flat  fan- 
sliapcd  arc  the  chief  types.  The  lobule  is  sometimes  absent 
altogether,  and  it  is  occasionally  bilid ;  tlie  latter  condition  usually 


Fig.  78.— RrdiiiiHancy  and  (IcftTinity  of  the  helix. 
(CotJsieiH.    With  pcrmiision.) 

is  a  result  of  wearing  heavy  earrings,  or  results  from  the  sudden 
tearing  of  earrings  through  the  soft  tissues  (Fig.  79).  In  one  case 
observed  by  the  author  (hig.  80)  a  large  horny  excrescence  pro- 
jected from  the  tip  of  the  lobule. 

(d)  The  Tragus. — Deformities  of  the  tragus  are  rare.  It  is 
sometimes  much  enlarged  with  a  backward  flare  that  partially  or 
wholly  closes  the  exierna!  meatus.  .*\noniolous  cartilaginous  pro- 
jections are  occasionally  observed.  .'\  su|)ernumerary  tragus,  usually 
rudimentary,  is  sometimes  observed  on  the  surface  near  the  ear 

(Fig.  8*). 

(f)  Fistula  Congenita  Auris  (Fig.  82").— The  author  has 
observed  two  cases  of  this  anomaly,  in  both  of  which  there  was  a 
small  fistulous  opening  in  front  of  the  tragus.  They  are  blind 
canals,  from  3  to  6  mm,  in  depth,  having  no  connection  with  the 

10 
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middle  ear,  and  secrete  a  thick  serous  exudate.  Similar  cases  were 
ficsi  described  by  lleysingcr,  ami  arc  believed  to  he  due  to  the 
incomplete  closure  o(  the  lirst  or  second  branchial  cleft. 

(/)  Supernumerary  Auricles  (Polyotia).— Multiple  auricles  arc 
extremely  rare,  and  arc  usually  wiihciui  definite  form,  although  a 
few  which  were  well  formed  have  been  reported.  The  presence  ui 
cartilage  in  a  supernumerary  growth  about  the  face  or  alon^  the 
sternucleidnmastoid  muscle 'may  rigiitly  be  considered  a  super- 
numerary auricle. 

They  arc  essentially  culancuus  growths  and  may  be  either 
unilster.il  or  bilateral. 

Treatment. — Microtia  auricles  constitute  a  class  of  deformities 
that,  unfortunately,  cannot  usually  be 
corrected.  In  some  instances  slight  im- 
provement in  shape  may  he  etiectcd  by 
api)ro|>riale  plastic  surgery. 

An  artificial  pinna  is  less  conspicuousi 
ami,    tliereforo,    jircferable    to    the    more] 
exaggerated    and    unsightly    a[)pendagc3 
made   of   nodules  of   cartilage   and    skin 
tabs. 

It  is  useless  to  attempt  any  operalioni 
tu    form    an    artificial    external    auditory' 
canal,  I>ut,  if  a  rudimentary  canal  is  pres- 
ent and  the  hearing  tc^ts  are  [wsitive  re- 
garding  the    conducting   and    perce]>tivx 
function  of  the  middle  car  and  labyrinth, 
it  may  he  feasible  to  enlarge  the  meatus.) 
The  Stackc  opcratinn.  modified  if  neces- 
sary to  suit  llie  individual  case,  and  cnrrt-| 
plcted  by  a  K'icrner  or  a  Pause  flai>.  per- 
mits a  wide  opening  in  the  outer  poriion 
of    the    meatus.     Prolonged    flftcr-treat- 
mcnt  by  packing  with  gauze  is  necessary 
to  insure  success.  | 

M.\tROTi.\.— To  reduce  an  abnormally 
largje  auricle  for  cosmetic  purposes,  it  is 
nccc-iWiry  to  revert  some  portion  of  ihci 
redundant  cartilage.    Several  procedures' 
have  been  recommended  and  eniplny«|  in 
which  a  triangular  section  is  resected,  the  base  of  whicii  forms  an 
arc  from  some  portion  of  the  free  border  of  the  helix.    (Figs.  83.  84j 
and  85  illustrate  the  steps  of  an  operation  commonly  performed). 
The  primary  incision  should  transfix  the  entire  auricle  from  a 
to  b  (Fig.  83),  the  line  of  incision  to  he  varied  according  to  the 
degree  of  correction   required.     The   upper  segment  is  then   slid 
downward,  uvcrlapping  tlie  lower,  to  a  varying  point,  c.  d  (Fig.  84). 
which  line  reprcsenls  the  section  to  he  resected.     It  is  sometimes, 
preferable  to  resect  from  the  lower  segment. 

An  additional  section,  n,  s.  d  (Fig.  85),  is  then  removed,  in! 


>«^ 


Fi^.  79.— EifH)  lobule. 
StKiwititf  Hue  for  incision 
a-h  ami  a-c  to  be  fol- 
Inwrd  in  prrfonninjt  * 
|iI.iMic  opcnuiun  ^•^  uvcr- 
romc  the  deformity. 
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order  tf>  permit  perfect  coaptation  of  the  parts  and  without  deform- 
ity of  the  free  border.  (JoId«lciii-  has  ingeniously  devised  a  plan 
of  operation  wherein  Ue  raises  a  large  curvilinear  ilap  of  cartilage 
and  slides  it  forward  iijxin  the  rcmitininj^  cartilage,  from  all  of 
which  the  pericondrium  has  been  separated.  The  opposing  flaps 
are  then  held  one  upon  the  other  by  strong  catgut  sutures,  and  the 
cutaneous  opening  closed. 

Projecting  or  "Lop-ear."— Two  general  types  of  auricles  par- 
ticipate in  this  deformity,  {a)  Those  without  redundant  cartilag'c. 
{b)  Those  with  redundant  cartilage. 


» 


Pig.  80. — I^arne  homy  excrescence  |>r«iecUii(|  from  lobiile.    (Author's  c»»e,) 

(a)  The  deformity  maj'  be  overcome  without  resecting  any 
cartilage.  A  simple  technique  is  that  of  denuding  a  sufficient 
surface  Iwth  uiKin  llie  dnr.sum  uf  the  auricle  and  the  corrcsjionding 
side  of  the  head  il'ii;.  86),  and  suturing  the  borders  to  each  other. 
Duet*''  has  devi^^cd  an  ingenious  but  rather  complicated  operation 
whereby  the  auricle  is  drawn  backward  and  upward  by  a  ."itrong 
skin  flap,  which  is  passed  underneath  a  cutaneous  loop  raised  from 
the  scalp  near  the  posterior  auricular  angle  and  anchored  upon  the 
denuded  surface. 

{b)  An  operation  devised  by  Goldstein  contemplates  both 
redaction  of  redundant  cartilage  and  correction  of  malposition  of 
ihc  auricle,  the  secijon  of  cartilage  to  he  reduced  subcutancmisly 

STrmisartiona  of  tlie  .\incrican  LaryijgnloKiciil,  Rhinnloj^ieal  and  Otolog- 
ical  Society.  |M»<, 

'Trans-iriitms  of  the  American  lAOtisoIosical  Rhiiioloffical  and  Otolog- 
tul  Society,  191)8.  |i.  104. 
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through  incisions  inadt*  primarHy  for  Ihe  purpose  of  correcting  tnC 
malposition. 

A  curvilinear  incision  is  made  upon  the  posterior  surface  oi 
the  pinna,  commencing  at  about  its  upper  point  of  attachment  (l^i^.1 


y. 


UV"^ 


Fig.  81. — Supernumerary  iraeus. 


Fie.  82.— Hslub  congenita  auris. 


87),  0,  b.  The  flap  is  then  reflected  backward  over  the  upper] 
mastoid  region.  A  second  incision  is  then  carried  throujrh  ihej 
mrtilagc  (Kig.  88,  e.  f).    The  perichondrium  is  then  separated  from' 


Pte.flB. 
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Figs.  83.  M,  as. — Usual  technique  (or  rcdutiiiK  macrotia.    (From  Goidsuim, 
Laryngoscope,  Oi:to1>cr,  1908.     Witli  permission.) 

the  anterior  surface  of  the  auricle  and  the  cartilage  flap  c,  d  (Fig. 
89)  is  made  to  overlap  the  cijntij^uous  cartilage,  where  it  is  retained 
by  mattress  sutures  (Fig.  90j. 
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After  removing  the  redundancy  of  the  original  skin  flap  a,  h,  it 
is  replaced  and  united  (Fig-  90).  The  wrinkling  of  the  skin  upon 
the  anterior  surface  of  the  auricle  disappears  in  a  shurt  time.  This 
oi>cration  is  applicable  for  the  correction  of  other  forms  of  enlarge- 
ment of  the  auricle  by  adopting  the  necessary  modifications  in  each 
individual  ca^e. 

The  line  of  incision  is  then  dusted  with  aristol.  covi:red  with 
flexible  collodion  and  gauze.  Loose  gauze  is  now  carefully  placed 
upon  the  ]>iniia  in  such  a  manner  that  the  bandage  will  hold  it  in  a 
normal  position. 

The  cosmetic  results,  in  cases  where  good  judgment  has  pre- 
vailed in  all  llie  steps  of  the  operation,  are  most  gratifying. 

The  Lobule. — The  lobule  is  vascular  and 
contains  no  cartilage;  therefore,  plastic  opera- 
tions to  correct  lliose  which  arc  unduly  wide 
or  elongated  are  feasible. 

Resect  a  wedge-*^haped  section  of  suflficient 
size  to  leave  a  nomial-si?.ed  lobule  after  the 
denuded  surfaces  have  been  approximated.  .V 
bifid  k.bule  is  repaired  by  denuding  tlic  integu- 
ment (Fig.  79)  a,  b  and  a.  r,  and  coapting  the 
wound  margins  with  fme-silk  or  linrsehair 
sutures.  ^^a'"""-     "V 

Supernumerary  Tragus.  Cartilaginous  Pro- 
jections and  Fistula  Congenita  Amis. — Uesect 
the  supernumerary  tragus  together  with  any 
cartilage  by  inciins  nf  an  elliptical  skin  incision, 
and  close  the  wound  by  suture.  „.    „  _„,    .. 

A    cartilaginous    projection    is    unsightly,   cisiJSs fJr eortwtilTK 
and  should   be  removed   by   resection   of   the   deformities  of  "lop 
entire  projection.     .\  small  area  of  skin  from    ear-" 
the  anterior  surface  may  be  retained  for  the 
purpose  of  covering  the  denuded  base  of  the  growth. 

A  fistula  congenita  auris  is  easily  removed  by  excising  the 
entire  blind  canal  and  coapting  the  raw  edges  with  sutures. 

Polyoiia. — The  removal  of  supernumerary  auricles  and  rudiment- 
ary tabs  is  accomplished  by  plastic  operations,  in  which  alt  carti- 
lage should  be  rejected.  A  flap  of  integument  is  first  dissected 
from  the  surface  of  the  appendage,  sufficiently  large  to  cover  the 
denuded  space  from  which  the  growth  is  excised.  This  flap  is  then 
carefully  stitched  to  the  borders  of  the  wound.  By  so  doing  the 
resulting  scar  is  almost  nil. 

Operations  involving  the  auricular  cartilage  should  always  be 
attended  with  due  regard  for  asepsis.  The  blood  supply  is  meagre, 
and.  when  once  infected  at  any  point,  the  whole  cartilage  is  prone 
to  succumb,  with  disastrous  results,  in  which  the  auricle  shrivels 
into  an  unsightly  mass. 
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Figs  8?,  K».  tjy,  WJ.— Sm-f  to  illiiMratr  ihr  step*  of  operation  for  project- 
ing atirklc,     (From  ColdsUiu,  I.,iryiit[o»fo(ic.     With  pcriiitssioii.) 
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DISEASES  OF  THE  EXTERNAL  EAR. 
{CoHtinufd.} 


NEOPLASMS  OF  THE  AURICLa 
].  Benign  Growths.     2.  Malignant  Growths. 

Papillomata. — Lieiiign  epithelial  excrescences  usually  assume 
the  form  of  ordinary  papillomata,  or  common  warts.  Ordinary 
papillomata  appearing  on  the  auricle  arc  similar  to  those  observed 
in  otlicr  portions  of  the  body  and  require  the  same  treatment. 
They  are  iavariably  small,  being  seldom  larger  than  a  small  pvz. 

Dense  horny  offslioois  with  broad  bases  spring  from  the  rim 
of  the  helix  or  the  tip  of  the  lobule.  In  one  such  case  (Fig.  i^O'j 
seen  by  the  author  the  entire  lobule  had  bt-come  elongated  and 
hard  and  hoof-like  in  density.  The  mass  was  about  three-fourths 
of  an  inch  in  length  and  one-half  in  diameter,  and  blunt  at  the 
distal  extremity.  These  ossifications  arc  rare  and  ncctir  amnng 
uncleanly  and  ill-nourished  people — at  least,  such  was  the  environ- 
ment of  the  author's  case. 

Tkeat.ment. — Common  papillomata  or  warts  should  be  clii>ped 
with  scissors,  close  to  the  base  of  attaclimcnt.  and  the  cu:  surface 
scared  uilh  fuming  nitric  acid  or  fused  chromic  acid. 

Horny  growths  require  coiupltlc  removal  by  excision  with  the 
scalpel. 

Fibromata;  Keloid. — Ot  the  deeper-seated  tumors  the  fibroma 
type  is  more  common,  the  lobule  being  the  usual  seat,  although 
it  mav  appear  on  any  portion  of  the  auricle.  The  negro  race  is 
especially  prone  to  the  development  of  both  lihromatous  and  keloid 
growths. 

Fibroma  develops  in  ihe  connective  tissue  and  results  from 
mechanical  irritation.  The  numerous  accidents  and  injuries  asso- 
ciated with  the  wearing  of  earrings  suffice  to  produce  enough 
irritation  to  cause  fibromata  to  develop.  Old  mastoid  and  other 
wounds  abont  the  car  become  the  seat  of  development  in  the  same 
racial  proportion. 

In  size  the  iibroma  varies  from  a  millet  seed  to  that  of  a  hen's 
egg,  often  bfctmiing  sufiirienlly  Iart;t'  to  partially  or  wholly  occlude 
the  external  meatus.  The  surfaces  arc  usually  smooth  and  hard, 
with  few  if  any  nodules,  and  arc  rarely  pedunculated.  Recurrence 
after  removal  is  common. 

pROGNOSts. — The  prognosis,  so  far  as  life  is  concerned,  is  good, 
there  being  no  positive  evidence,  even  in  unoperatcd  cases,  of 
alterations  in  slnictnre  or  degeneration  into  malignant  type. 
Tendency  to  recur,  even  after  repeated  and  mosi  thorough  removal, 
constitutes  the  chief  obstacle  to  a  favorable  outcome. 

(151) 
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Treatuent. — The  treatment  consists  in  the  thorough  removal 
of  the  cniirc  mass,  under  the  strictest  asepsis,  tlic  incisions  lo  be 
carried  well  into  healthy  tiiisue.  Much  pains  should  be  taken  in 
coaptating:  the  opposinp  surfaces  and  in  stitching-  closely,  with  tlie 
minimum  irritation,  by  means  of  fine  catgut  sutures.  When  located 
upon  the  auricle  a  V-shaped  incision,  inchiding  the  tumor,  followed 
by  careful  approximation  of  the  cut  surfaces,  eventuates  in  but 
litllc  deformity,  when  the  yrowih  is  of  moderate  size.  Small 
growths,  unattended  with  marked  disfigurement,  should  not  be 
subjected  to  operation. 


Fig,  91.— Postatiritular  sebaceous  cysl.     (Author's  case.) 

Sebaceous  Cysts. — Sebaceous  cysts  (athcromata^  arc  invaria- 
bly the  same  wherever  they  may  occur,  the  causative  factor  being' 
the  inflammatory  closure  of  a  normally  open  mouth  of  a  sebaceous 
gland,  with  the  inevitable  accumulation  of  nonnal  sebaceous 
secretion. 

About  the  ear  the  favorite  site  is  the  lobule  and  the  space 
posterior  thereto,  at  the  aural  junction  with  the  temporal  bone  (Fig. 

The  sebaceous  cyst  is  not  painful  even  upon  pressure,  and  it  is 
slightly  movable  and  soft  to  the  touch.  Sponianeous  rupture, 
through  the  skin,  from  overdistcntion,  sometimes  takes  place,  in 
which  event  the  sac  becomes  partially  emptied  of  sebaceous  con- 
tents, followed  by  closure. 

Treatment. — Applying  modern  surgical  precautions,  the  opera- 


DISEASES  OF  THE  EXTERXAL  EAR. 


153 


ion  requires  a  free  incision  through  the  skin,  avoiding,  if  possible, 
the  sac  wall,  and  careful  dissection  and  removal  of  tlie  cyst  walL 
This  may  require  the  vigorous  application  nf  the  ciirct. 

After  cleansing  and  suturing  a  pressure  pad  h  placed  over  the 
tumor  site  and  a  suitable  bandage  applied.  In  a  majority  yf 
patient!)  local  anesthesia  suffices. 

Cystomata. — Thi«  form  of  tumor,  when  occurring  in  the  concha, 
is  a  non-traumatic  coIlectii->n  of  fluid  within  the  soft  tissues  of  the 
auricle,  without  involving  the  perichondrium.  They  arc  sacculated, 
contain  no  clots,  and  usually  contain  serum  only.  Occasionally  a 
smalt  surface  of  cartilage  will  he  found  exposed  at  the  inner  wall 
of  the  cyst.    They  are  usually  found  upon  the  anterior  surface,  often 
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Fig.  92.— Extensive  congenital  angioma  ot  the  auricle,  the  »idc  of  tiie 
fKe  and  the  head  (side  view).  Over  a  considerable  ponion  of  the  fentrnl 
Mca  the  cutancmis  xiirfacc  is  bluish  red.  On  p^lpxtion  the  mans  feela  like 
an  aggregation  of  distended  bloud-vcssels. 


assuming  considerable  proportions.  The  pain  is  slight,  merely  a 
sensation  of  heat,  and  no  tenderness  upon  pressure.  They  usually 
appear  quite  suddenly,  and,  unless  injured  or  unduly  manipulated, 
there  is  but  little  tendency  to  increase  in  size  after  the  I'lrst  appear- 
ance.   But  little  is  known  as  to  their  causation. 

Treatment  consists  in  complete  evacuation.  This  was  formerly 
accomplished  by  means  nf  aspiration.  Later  developments  have 
shown  that  free  incision,  contplete  evacuation  of  the  contents,  and 
the  application  of  sufficient  pressure  to  hold  the  surfaces  together 
until  healing  takes  place,  with  perhaps  a  slight  wick  drain  during 
the  first  two  or  three  days,  will  usually  effect  a  cure  with  but  little 
danger  of  recurrence. 

Angtomata. — Two  varieties  of  vascular  neoplasms  are  observed 
upon  the  auricle:  1,  the  simple,  which  usually  occurs  in  the  form 
of  small  bright-red  or  bluish  patches  of  various  sizes,  with  little 
elevation  or  swelling,  and  located  chiefly  upon  the  anterior  surfaces. 
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2,  the  cavernous,  which  arc  large  pulsating  tumors,  commonly  in- 
volving the  adjacent  structures,  notably  the  jaw  and  face.  The  cascj 
observed  by  the  author  have  all  been  conKcnital.  Others  have 
reported  cases  lesuUhig  from  injury  or  frostbite. 

Jungkcn'  reports  a  fatal  hemorrhage  resuliing  from  a  congeni- 
tal nevus.  The  deformity  attendant  ui>on  these  growths  is  so 
marked  and  di^Jliguring-  that  the  olologist  is  usiially  consulted  as 
to  the  best  means  for  promptly  reducing  ttie  gmwlh  and  otherwise 
improving  the  general  appearance.  In  one  nf  the  aullior's  case? 
similar  to  that  ri'|wricd  y>y  Chiuiary.  and  described  as  cirsoid 
aneurism,-  the  entire  lobule  was  enormously  enlarged  from  birth, 


Fig.  93. — Saiiw  as  I-'itiurc  92  (from  view).    The  illiiKirutioti  sbowt 
that  the  auricle  is  completely  detached  from  the  lempora)  tn>iie  and  haiic*'' 
loosely  At  a  |iiirt  u(  the  tumor  iiia5s,     The  face  i»  aa^imnclricat. 


the  tumor  involving  the  entire  region  of  the  ^squamous  and  mastw 
portions  of  the  temporal  bone,  and  extending  forward  over  the  face 
lo  a  point  about  midway  from  the  ramus  of  the  jaw  to  the  point  of 
the  chin.  It  was  deep-seated,  semi-fluctuating,  with  bright-red 
surfaces  (Fig.  92). 

The  auricle  had  become  completely  detached  from  its  bony 
attachment  and  sagged  an  inch  or  more  with  the  tumor  mass  and 
produced  an  ugly  deformity  (Hg.  93).  'I'lus  case  was  considered 
inoperable. 

Treatment, — For  simple  birthmarks  without  extensive  venous 
enlargement,  electrolysis  or  repeated  galvamxautcry  applicali'^n'* 
in  the  form  of  linear  cuts  may  be  depended  upon  to  effect  a  cure, 
but  not  without  some  scarring.    Multiple  puncture  has  been  recom- 


'  Scliwaruc'fi  Ohreiihcilkutidc,  p.  77. 
SArchiv  fiir  Ohrenhcilkuiidc,  vol.  viii,  p.  63. 
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ni«itded.  Cavernous  tumors,  unless  sufficiently  limited  in  area  lo 
be  operable  by  excision,  may  he  destruyi-d  by  means  of  Eaniarch's 
methcwl  of  silk  threads  passed  deeply  through  the  tumor,  having 
been  previously  ininiersed  in  the  tinct.  ferri  percliloridi  solution. 
Several  of  these  are  introduced  at  one  time,  tlie  ends  being  allowed 
to  project  from  the  point  of  entry  and  exit,  and  the  whole  tumor 
surface  protected  by  a  stearatc  dressing  until  healing  is  complete. 
Various  forms  of  styptic  injections,  administered  with  the  hope  of 
coagulating  the  tumor  contents,  have  not  proven  successful  and 
lure  attended  with  more  or  less  danger  arising  from  the  dislodg- 
^ment  of  small  portions  of  any  resultant  clot  in  the  form  of  emboli. 
Excision  is  applicable  in  appropriate  cases,  numerous  ligatures 
being  employed  through  the  base  in  order  to  control  hemorrhage. 
Whenever  the  entire  auricle  is  the  seat  of  cavernous  angioma,  but 
little  impro\emeni  may  be  hoped  for  from  any  form  of  treatment. 

Deposits  of  lime  or  uric  acid   salts   found   about   the   upper 
half  of  the  concha  in  the  form  of  liard  i)v.nl  lumps,  sometinies  as 
large  as  a  pea.  are  not  infrequently  found.    These  usually  occur  in 
fonty  individual  Hi. 


MALIGNANT  TUMORS  OF  THE  AURICLE  AND  EXTERNAL 

MEATUS. 

Malignant  tumors  of  the  auricle  and  exlernal  auditory  canal 
r*rc  not  common.  They  may  occur  in  these  parts  either  primarily 
or  as  offshoots,  by  continuity,  from  those  located  cUevvherc. 
Sarcoma  is  rarely  primary. 

The  neoplasm  may  originate  in  any  portion  of  the  auricle  and 
subsequently  exlt-nd  to  the  meaius.  or  the  order  may  be  reversed. 
The  cases  of  epithelioma  observed  by  the  author  have  invariably 
originated  in  the  external  meatus,  and  gradually  extended  through- 
out the  pinna,  and  at  the  same  time  they  have  slowly  migrated 
inward  through  the  tympanum,  mastoid  process,  labyrinth,  and 
finally  have  entered  the  cranial  cavity,  with  fatal  results.^  Of  the 
two  varieties— epithelioma  and  sarcoma— the  former  is  much  more 
common. 

Epitheliomata. — Epiihcliomatous  neoplasms  originate  in  the 
form  of  small,  shiny,  tough  nodules,  superlicially  located,  the  nature 
of  which  may  be  long  unsuspected  until  ulceration  and  degenera- 
tion ensue.  Tlicy  also  become  a.  local  manifestation  of  more 
generalized  carcinoma. 

The  cancerous  proliferation  extends  throughout  the  entire 
tympanum  and  accessory  spaces,  usually  reaching  the  cranial 
cavity,  where  it  prtxluces  a  fatal  issue.  Occasionally  the  carcino- 
matous development  in  the  ear  is  secondary,  and  reaches  this  loca- 
tion either  by  way  of  the  tubal  canal  or  from  the  cranial  or  nasal 
cavities.  It  rarely  occurs  in  the  young,  the  larger  proportion  of 
cases  recorded  being  between  the  ages  of  forty  and  sixty  years. 

'AccoriUnR  t<>  Toynttce.  cnrcinoma  usually  develops  in  the  mucous 
membrane  oS  the  tympanic  cavity. 
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The  condition  is  associated  with  severe  pain,  early  and  persistent, 
and  a  profuse  offensive  and  bloody  discliarj^c,  often  containing 
small  particles  of  bone.  In  the  later  stages,  vertigo,  severe  tinnitus, 
deafness  and  even  facial  paralysis  may  appear.  The  ulcerated 
surfaces  are  covered  with  exuberant  granulations,  elevalcl  above 
the  surrounding  surfaces,  and  associated  with  redness  and  swelling 
in  the  adjacent  tissues.  In  the  later  stages  the  ulcerations  are 
covered  with  a  saniou*  exudate.  Death  usually  OiCciirs  as  the  result 
of  exhaustion  or  extension  to  vital  organs.  The  duration  is  from 
one  to  two  years,  seldom  longer,  although  one  of  eight  years  and 
another  of  twenty-one  years  have  been  recorded.  Previous  to  the 
development  of  pain,  the  symptoms  are  tho?e  of  intense  irritation 
and  pruritus,  which  later  on  gives  way  to  active  ulceration,  with 
discharge. 

In  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge  of  the  etiology  of  tnalig- 
nant  disease,  it  is  only  possible  to  state  that  the  car  furnishes  the 
same  field  for  its  development,  though  to  a  somewhat  less  degree, 
as  other  portions  of  the  body.  Tts  exposed  position  tends  to  aggra- 
vation of  the  symptoms  tm  account  of  mechanical  irritation.  Thev 
progress  more  slowly  than  in  other  tissues,  and  glandular  compli- 
cations aUo  appear  later,  general  infiUration  is  slower,  and  opera- 
tive treatment,  when  instituted  early,  may  be  considered  more 
hopeful,  especially  in  the  epliiihelial  form. 

These  somewhat  favorable  conditions  arise  from  the  fact  that 
cartilaginous  tissue  absorbs  any  form  of  infection  slowly.  Even 
after  the  ulcerative  stage  has  become  well  established,  it  ia  quite 
possible  to  successfully  and  permanently  emdicalc  the  disease  by 
operation.  The  diagnosis  may  be  obscure  previous  to  the  stage  of 
ulceration,  and  must  be  based  upon  the  characteristics  of  the  malig- 
nant nodule.  The  ulceration  is  characteristic  and  usually  unmis- 
takable. In  suspected  cases,  and  in  all  cases  of  ulceration  of  the 
auricle  or  external  auditory  canal  characterized  by  exuberant 
granulations,  eroded  surfaces,  elevated  borders,  and.  later  on, 
necrotic  areas  in  the  cartilage,  sections  should  be  removed  for 
microscopic  examination. 

Treatment. — But  one  general  form  of  treatment  for  malignant 
growths  of  the  auricle  is  worthy  of  consideration.  In  everj*  instance 
and  under  all  circumstances  and  conditions,  barring  advanced  cases, 
the  entire  mass  should  be  removed  by  means  of  the  knife.  The 
incision  should  be  carried  well  into  the  surrounding  healthy  tissue. 
in  order  that  no  trace  of  the  disease  remains.  The  plan  of  proce- 
dure will  depend  upon  the  limits  of  the  area  of  tissue  involved. 
At  times  it  becomes  neccs^arv  to  remove  the  entire  auricle  in  order 
to  reach  the  limits  of  the  disease,  an  operation  which  is  entirely 
permissible  on  account  of  the  favorable  results  which  may  ensue. 
In  amputating  the  pinna  it  is  important,  if  possible,  ro  preserve 
the  epithelial  lining  of  the  meatus  by  suturing  it  to  the  edges  of  the 
skin  at  the  external  surface  ol  the  wound,  thus  insuring  an  open 
meatus.  Unfortunately  this  is  seldom  attainable  for  the  ulceration 
has  usually  e.xtended  too  far  into  the  canal,  in  which  event  some 
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form  of  luhe  shmild  he  introduced  and  kept  in  situ  until  tlie  wound 
heals.  Even  uitli  tlie  tube,  atresia  (.if  ilic  canal  may  result,  requir- 
ing some  (orni  uf  plastic  operation.  Skin  praftingmay  beaitempled, 
providinp  open  surfaces  remain,  the  grafts  being  so  applied  as  to 
tend  to  maintain  the  lumen  of  the  canal.  Infiltration  of  the  parotid 
gland    is    serious,    and    indicates    progressive    general    infection. 


Fig.  01- 


i-ima  of  ihe  aiirictp. 


...sr) 


Removal  of  liic  tumor  imder  these  circumsiances  is  unwise  and 
attended  with  extreme  danger  to  life.  Facial  paralysis  usually  con- 
traindicates  operative  mca^sures. 

Where  only  portions  of  the  auricle  are  removed,  a  careful  study 
should  l>e  given  to  the  best  means  to  he  employed  in  molding  and 
shaping  the  remaining  portion  of  the  car  so  as  to  maintain  as  nearly 
as  possible  the  normal  position.  Surgical  principles  should  be  fol- 
lowed in  the  removal  of  nearby  lymphatic  enlargements. 

Much  has  been  written  of  the  merits  of  the  X-ray  and  radium 
applied  for  the  cure  of  superficial  carcinoma.    While  there  seems 
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to  be  well  authenticated  evidence  that  these  measures  tend  to 
retard  cell  pruliieralions  in  some  individuals,  the  author  h  still 
daut)tful  as  to  ])crmaiiL'nl  bcnclit. 

These  measures  shnuld  never  lie  relied  upon  to  the  exclusion 
of  the  knife,  hut  are  worthy  of  trial  in  inoperable  cases,  and  to 
preveul  recurrence  after  surgical  extirpation. 


Fig.  95. — Same  as  Figure  W.    Later  t>use  of  the  disease. 

Tig.  95  illustrates  a  case  which  was  attended  by  some  unusual 
incidents: — 

^IiB»  B..  ascd  36  yearii.  Hail  a  Mrvcre  cold  in  head  m  June.  1907,  lot- 
lowed  by  a  watery  ili-vrlinrfir^  from  the  left  ear.  which  o<!curre(l  withnut  pain. 

After  one  month  shi-  l>eK>'>n  l<>  complain  of  |i»)ii,  wliivh  Kradually 
increased  and  prevented  Bleep.     The  pain  was  located  in  the  canal. 

She  consulted  her  family  pliy»ic)an,  who  found  the  canal  swollen, 
inflamed,  and  bathed  in  diBcharge.  His  diajinosis  was  aeiiie  purulcut  otitis 
media. 

About  September  Ht  the  dUcharee  became  nffeniive  and  the  pain 
incrca'icd.  There  w.is  no  mai't<>id  IcnHtTin-"*,  but  the  prnbe  came  in  con- 
tact with  exposed  bone  along  the  dour  and  posterior  wall  of  the  canal. 


DISEASES  or  THE  EXTERNAL  EAR. 


159 


Al  UiU  time  the  mastoid  was  opened  by  the  family  physician,  who 
found  no  pus  or  n«crn.sis  therein,  but  much  pus  and  granulation  in  the 
external  auditnry  canal.  Thr  pn^terior  wound  liralcd  promptly,  but  there 
was  no  ccsfiution  of  dtscliarifc  from  the  canal,  while  the  i>aiTi  became  lio 
severe  thai  morphine  was  commenced. 

1  (it'st  saw  her  ia  consultation  on  September  24tb.  There  was  much 
swelling  and  gT'tm'l^tii^n  tissue  in  the  can.il,  otfen^ivc  discharge,  and  the 
posterior  inicrigr  canal  wall  was  necrotic.  All  typical  symptoms  had  become 
tihscured  by  the  previous  operation.     There  was  no  external  ^wtlling. 

A  complete  radicil  iiia.«t«id  operation  wax  prruirmed  at  this  time. 
There  was  no  involvement  of  the  mai^toid  antrum,  bill  the  attic  and  poste- 
rior canal  wall  were  necrotic  and  covered  with  granulationji.  This  was  all 
careftiliy  scraped  away  and  the  posterior  wound  sutured. 

Tlicre  was  no  appearance  of  a  neoplasm,  and  the  scrapings  when  submitted 
to  the  laboratory  ijavc  no  evidence  oi  such  a  lifowth. 

Subsequent  history,  however,  of  continuous  pain,  profuse  nm-ontrol- 
ab1«  malodorous  di&charue,  gradual  uperins  of  the  healed  posterior  wound,  and 
Ecneral  protnidini;  of  the  entire  pinna,  with  a  peculiar  neoplastic  appearance 
of  the  graniilatiitn  massen.  was  suflFicient  evidence  for  a  diagno>i<^  of  ma- 
lignancy. Accordiniily,  a  section  was  sent  to  the  laboratory  of  the  Man- 
hattan Eye,  Ear,  and  Throat  Hospital,  in  January,  19()8.  Laboratory  report 
was  a*  follows; — 

■Troliteration  of  (tranulation't.    Regular  in  appearance. 

"Microscopic  rx;in]i nation:  Thii  t^pccimen  is  a  typical  example  of  a 
flat-celled  epithelioma,  cuntiuuous  to  the  areas  uf  a  typical  epithelium  and 
oihcr.t  t'f  round-cell  granulation  tissue.  In  one  area  of  this  granulation  tis- 
sue there  is  a  detached  island  of  the  epitheliomatous  tissue.  Some  of  the 
blood-vessels  arc  plugged  with  abnormal  epithelial  cells. 

"Signed:  Jomathas  Wkight." 

By  this  time  there  wai  much  swelling  of  the  entire  auricle,  but 
DO  glandular  complications. 

AI>ont  this  time  the  patient  was  exhibited  at  a  meeting  of  the  Xew 
York  Otological  Society,  and  varying  opinions  were  expressed  as  to  the 
treatment,  some  members  advising  complete  excision  of  the  entire  pinna, 
and  olhen  recommending  treatment  by  cither  X-ray  or  radium. 

The  patient  was  advised  to  have  the  pinna  removed.  She  refused 
further  operative  interference  of  any  form,  and  was  referred  to  Dr.  Robert 
.*\bbe  for  treatment  with  radium.  Several  applications  of  radium  were  made 
under  his  direction,  apparently  without  any  effect  an  the  disease,  her  pain 
brine  aggravated  for  some  hour*  after  each  .'billing.  The  X-ray  proved 
equally  ineffective. 

The  infiltration  gradually  extended  over  the  mastoid  and  squamous 
regions  and  throughout  the  pinna,  the  latter  being  gradually  eaten  away. 
(Fig.  95.1 

During  August,  19f>8,  facial  paralysis  appeared,  not,  however,  as  a 
result  of  involvement  of  the  parotid  gland. 

She  became  much  emaciated,  with  con-stant  pain,  which  yielded  only 
tD  large  doses  of  niorphtnc,  and  died  frcim  exhaustion  in  December,  19Q& 


Sarcomata. — This  variety  of  malignant  neoplasms  rarely 
devflnps  primarily  in  the  external  ear,  being  less  fretjucnt  than 
epithclioina.  Occasii>n:illy  the  auricle  becomes  the  seat  of  second- 
ary ilepositfi  from  adjacent  sarcomatous  tissue,  notably  the  cervical 
regions  (Fip.  %l. 

Development  may  he  slow  or  rapid,  depending  upon  the 
variety  nf  cell  p  ml  i  feral  ions,  the  small  round-cell  type  tendinfi  to 
rapid  growth.  Sarcoma  nodules  are  softer  and  more  vascular  than 
carcinoma,  and  ulcci^tion  takes  place  later.    The  spindle  cell  and 
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fibrosarcoma  develop  slowly,  after  remaining  practically  inert  for 
indeftnite  periuds, 

DUintcgratiun  is  cliaracieri^ed  by  ulceration,  with  raw  gjanu- 
lating  surfaces  of  fungoid  appearance,  exuding  unwholesome- 
appearing  secretion,  which  may  be  sanious,  watery  or  purulent,  with 
a  tendency  to  bleed  upon  tlie  slightest  touch,  while  the  clinical 
appearance  is  nsually  sufficient  to  establish  a  diagnosis  beyond 
reasonable  doubt.  It  may  wisely  be  reinforced  by  microscopical 
examination  of  a  section  obtained  from  the  suspected  growth. 


fig.  96. — foitauricular  osteosarcoma.     (Patient  of  Dr.  E.  Terry  Smith.) 


PitoGNOsis. — ^Thc  prognosis  is  invariably  bad,  except  in  the 
primary  giant-cclI  type,  when  by  early  and  complete  removal  a 
permanent  cure  is  possible. 

Treatment. — Destruction  by  caustics  and  galvanocautcry  is 
contraindicated.  Tlie  treatment  for  sarcoma  is  precisely  that  recom- 
mended above  for  epithelioma— viz.,  radical  extirpation  with  the 
knife,  if  possible,  before  the  stage  of  ulceration.  Advanced  cases 
which  give  evidence  of  extensive  ulceration,  or  involvpment  of  the 
temporal  bone,  or  parotid  gland,  should  be  considered  inoperable, 
and  sufficient  morphine  should  be  administered  to  control  the 
attendant  pain  and  sufleriiig.  until  deatli  occurs. 
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NEW  GROWTHS  IN  THE  EXTERNAL  AUDITORY  MEATUS. 

llic  external  audimry  canal  somclinics  becomes  the  seat  of 
various  forms  of  new  growths,  which  may  he  classified  as  henign 
tumors,  malignant  growths  and  infectious  gratmtomata. 

Benign  Growths. 

Of  the  benign  tumors,  polypi,  enchondromata,  and  bony 
neoplasms  are  the  chief.  Polypi  almost  invariably  upring  from 
some  portion  of  the  tympanic  cavity  and  never  from  any  poriion 
of  the  external  auditory  canal,  excei)t  its  walls  have  become  ihe 
scat  of  some  form  of  chronic  purulent  inHammation.  The  treat- 
ment of  aural  polypi  is  described  in  Chapter  VIII. 


Fig.  97. — Exostosis  of  the  cx[crn,il  audilory  canal.     (Partly  schematic.) 


Enchondromata. — Hnchondromata  in  this  location  are  ex- 
ceedingly rare,  although  ihey  sometimes  occur  and  usually  result 
from  some  prolonged  irritation  or  injtiry  in  the  outer  poriion  of  the 
canal.  They  are  always  amenable  to  treatment  by  removal,  and 
show  but  slight  tendency  to  recurrence. 

Exostoses  of  the  External  Meatus. — Exostoses  spring  from  the 
bony  portion  of  ilic  external  auditor)-  meatus,  and  ftirnish  by  far 
the  larger  portion  of  all  benign  growtlis  developing  in  this  location 
(Fig.  y7).  Various  causes  have  been  assigned,  no  one  of  which 
furnishes  sufficient  evidence  to  explain  every  case.  It  is,  therefore, 
asstimed  that  the  disease  may  originate  from  several  sources,  among 
which  may  be  mentioned  :— 

(a)  Rheumatic  or  gouty  diathests,  which  may  predispose.  Clinic- 
ally, there  is  no  apparent  evidence  that  gout  ever  leads  to  the 
formation  of  exostoses  in  the  external  auditory  meatus. 

(/»)  Chronic  purulent  otitis  imdia.  In  the  author's  experience 
thcv  have  usually  been  found  in  canals  which  liave  long  been  sub- 
ject to  the  discharge  from  a  chronic  purulent  otitis,  resulting  from 
the  prolonged  irritation  of  said  discharge,  or  as  a  result  of  the 
manipulation  connected  with  its  various  forms  of  treatment.  Sup- 
luration  may  have  ceased,  leaving  evidences  of  its  former  ravages. 

n 
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They  do,  however,  occasionally  develop  in  the  canals  of  those  wdo 
have  never  suffered  from  otorrhea. 

((■)  ileredily.  In  two  or  three  instances  mcatal  exostoses  have 
been  oWer^ed  in  several  individuals  in  the  same  family. 

{(/)  Race.  It  has  heen  ni>ted  that  certain  races  arc  more  liable 
to  exostoses,  the  percentage  being  greater  among  Europeans.  The 
Hawalians  also  manifest  a  tendency  to  exostosis  of  the  canal,  which 
may  he  explained  as  arising  from  the  irritation  of  prolonged  and 
frc<iuenl  immersion  in  salt  water  incident  to  ilieir  habits.  The 
skulls  of  the  aborigines  show  a  preponderance  of  meatal  exostoses, 

(*•)  TraumalUm.  The  favorite  location,  aside  from  the  postero- 
superior  wall,  is  at  the  junction  of  the  cartilaginous  and  bony  por- 
lion.s.  Occasionally,  these  outgrowths  are  pedunculated,  although 
wide  bases  arc  often  seen,  and  at  times  they  assume  a  sessile 
form.  The  tumors  are  usually  extremely  dense  and  hard,  although 
considerable  cancellous  material  will  be  observed  in  some. 

So  long  as  exostoses  remain  small  in  size,  no  subjective  symp- 
toms are  noted.  They  arc  of  slow  growth,  and  years  may  pass  with 
no  symptoms  pointing  to  their  presence;  indeed,  it  is  quite  possible 
for  them  never  to  assume  suflicient  size  to  produce  any  symptoms 
whatever  during  the  life  of  the  individual.  The  first  notable 
symptom  appears  when  the  size  of  the  growth  becomes  sufficient 
to  interfere  witli  audition,  the  sensation  being  that  of  fullness  in 
the  ear  and  diminishing  audition.  Occlui'ion  of  the  canal  lumen  by 
exostoses  gives  rise  to  pressure  symptoms  of  an  annoying  type, 
often  with  decided  neuralgic  pain  and  disagreeable  autophony. 
while  tinnitus  becomes  troublesome.  The  impingement  of  an 
exostosis  upon  the  nicinbrana  tympani  may  eventuate  in  pressure 
necrosis  of  this  membrane,  and  thus  open  up  the  tympanic  cavity 
to  infective  infianimation. 

The  diagnosis  is  never  diflficult  to  the  experienced  eye.  The 
osseous  nature  of  the  growth,  its  location  and  immobility,  render 
the  diagnosis  easv  and  simple.  There  is  no  external  evidence 
visible,  and  a  good  reflected  light  serves  for  purposes  of  inspection. 
Tn  some  instances  the  tumor  will  be  found  covered  witli  cerumen; 
in  others  the  patients'  attempts  to  remove  the  cerumen  leaves  a 
more  or  less  ulcerated  surface,  thus  obscuring  the  diagnosis. 
Ordinarily  there  is  no  reddening,  roughness,  or  ulceration  of  the 
surfaces,  hut  rather  a  covering  of  smooth,  shiny  integument. 
Removal  of  the  cerumen  restores  the  outlines. 

A  patient  now  under  observation  has  a  very  large  exostosis, 
which  nearly  fills  the  lumen  of  the  tube.  Ti  does  not,  however, 
seriously  interfere  with  hearing,  and  he  complains  of  no  symptoms 
except  at  such  times  as  the  small  remaining  segment  becomes 
clogged  with  cerumen  or  epithelial  (Uhris.  'I  hiriy-six  years  ago 
the  growth  had  been  pronounced  epithelioma  of  the  canal.  There 
is  no  litslory  of  purulency.  the  growth  has  been  present  for  a  period 
of  about  forty  years  and  still  does  not  interfere  with  audition  or 
manifest  any  annoying  symptoms. 

pKOCNOSis. — ^Thesc  neoplasms  are  never  dangerous  to  life,  and 
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impairment  of  hearing  occurs  only  ahcr  the  canal  becomes  com- 
pletely occlndcd.  They  develop  slowly,  tlieir  progress  varying  in 
different  individuals  and  under  dilTereni  circumstances.  When 
accompanied  by  cHorrhea.  growth  is  evidently  more  rapid.  There 
is  much  doubt  whether,  under  any  circumstances,  they  ever  assume 
a  malignant  type.  Tlicy  arc  always  amenable  to  surp^tcal  removal, 
with  no  tendency  to  recur;  hence,  prognosis  may  be  considered 
good. 

Treatment. — Unless  located  miflRcicntly  near  the  drum  to 
cause  pressure  symptoms  or  ulceration,  tumors  of  small  size  which 
produce  nu  symptoms  require  no  treatment.  The  size  and  location 
of  the  growth  should  be  noted,  and  a  drawing  made  upon  the 
patient's  history  chart  for  purposes  of  reference.  He  should  be 
informed  of  the  condition  and  instructed  lo  appear  from  time  to 
time  for  observation.  I"urtbermore  he  should  be  warned  tliat  at 
some  lime  operative  interference  might  hccume  necessary,  to  relieve 
pressure  and  maintain  audition.  As  a  preventive  measure,  the 
employment  by  patients  of  any  mechanical  means  for  the  removal 
of  cerumen,  wliercby  the  surfaces  of  the  tumor  might  be  irritated, 
should  be  forbidden. 

While  it  is  unnecessary  to  interdict  sea-bathing,  the  ear  should 
be  stuflTcd  with  cotton  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  salt  water,  which 
might  otherwise  irritate  tlie  growths,  and.  in  addition,  the  general 
employment  of  fluids  in  the  canal  should  be  avoided,  e.vcepi  when 
neccssarj'  to  remove  impacted  cerumen,  and  then  only  by  the 
attending  physician.  Surgical  procedures  only  arc  worthy  of  con- 
siderations for  the  eradication  of  tliese  growths,  and  the  indica- 
tions for  their  removal  arc  as  follows; — 

(a)  Impairment  of  hearing  on  account  of  occlusion. 

(&)  Relief  of  pain  and  other  pressure  symptoms. 

(e)  To  terminate  ulceration  caused  by  impingement  of  the 
neoplasms  upon  the  drvim  membrane,  or  upon  each  other. 

(rf)  To  facilitate  local  treatment  of  an  accompanying  purulent 
otitis  media. 

{e)  Invariably  as  a  step  in  the  performance  of  a  needed  radical 
mastoid  operation. 

The  exact  mode  of  procedure  to  be  followed  in  the  removal  of 
exostoses  depends  upon  their  site,  kind  of  base,  and  whether 
multiple  or  single.  Neoplasms  situated  near  the  external  orifice,  or 
thoiie  with  narrow  bases  located  more  deeply  in  the  canal,  are 
amenable  to  removal  through  the  external  orifice,  and  under  local 
anesthesia  by  means  of  deep  injections  of  cocaine,  (''ollowing  the 
ordinary  measures  of  asepsis,  the  skin  is  incised  and  the  periosteum 
ele\'ated.  A  fine  narrow  chisel  is  now  introduced  and  held  firmly 
lo  the  base  of  the  growth,  and  a  few  taps  of  the  mallet  will 
suffice  to  separate  the  growth  from  its  attachment,  with  but  little 
danger  of  pnncturing  the  drum  or  otherwise  wounding  the  deeper 
structures.  .\ny  remaining  roughness  about  the  site  may  be 
smoothed  by  scra[)ing  with  a  curct  nr  by  the  dental  burr,  the 
latter  to  be  employed  with  great  caution  on  account  of  the  danger 
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of  accidental  injury  to  the  surrounding  tissues,  and  it  is  never  to  be 
used  by  tilt  inexperienced. 

Deep-seated,  broad-based  and  multiple  exostoses  are  more 
skillfully,  tliorouglily.  and  safely  ablated  by  detaching  the  auricle 
by  a  posterior  incision,  similar  to  that  employed  Cor  the  mastuid 
operation,  under  general  anesthesia,  although  it  is  quite  pos* 
sible  to  perform  the  operation  painlessly,  by  injecting  a  solution  of 
cocaine  deeply  at  points  under  the  skin  and  periosteum  of  the 
mastoid  and  posterior  canal  wall.  After  proper  preparation  of  the 
surface  to  be  incised,  a  Wilde  incision  close  to  the  auricular  attach- 
ment is  carried  directly  down  to  the  mastoid  bone.  The  periosteum 
is  then  retracted  forward  only  to  the'border  of  the  bony  canal,  and 
then  without  break  the  elevator  is  directed  inward  along  the  canal 
wall,  lifting  the  periosteum  of  the  canal  forward  until  the  exostosis 
comes  into  full  view.  In  skillful  hands  it  is  usually  possible  to 
reach  this  step  without  danger  to  the  drum,  or  tearing  through 
the  integument  covering  the  neoplasm.  The  growth  should  now 
be  separated  by  means  of  a  small,  sharp  chisel,  driven  home  with 
a  few  taps  of  a  mallet,  and  tlic  rough  surfaces  smouthe*!  by  scraping 
with  a  curel.  After  washing  away  all  debris  and  clots  from  ihc 
wound,  the  tissues  should  be  replaced  throughout  and  the  posterior 
wound  sutured.  It  is  a  wise  procedure  to  pack  tlic  external  canal 
quite  firmly  with  sterile  ^auze  for  three  or  four  days,  in  order  to 
hold  the  replaced  soft  tissues  firmly  in  place  and  maintain  its 
patency.  Tliere  is  no  external  deformity  following  this  operation, 
and  the  linear  scar  from  the  incision  is  scarcely  observable  after  a 
few  months. 

One  of  the  author's  recent  cases: — 

F.  A.,  seed  21,  purulent  otitis  media  in  childhood,  and  complained  of 
tinnitus,  increasinfr  (l«9fnc««,  an>1,  more  recently,  pain  in  the  riyht  ear. 

Z^wfrHOJu.— LarKc  sc^^ilc  exuetoses  upon  pusterior  and  superior  canal 
walls,  premising  upon  the  drum  membrane.  He  was  operated  upon  by  poste- 
rior inciition  »s  above  described. 

Examination  after  a  lapse  of  ihrce  months;  hearing  normal,  no  Itnntttis 
and  no  pain,  ntid  (he  external  auditory  canal  i»>  [t^itcnl. 


When  removing  an  exostosis  during  the  progress  of  a  radical 
mastoid  operation,  it  is  advisable  to  excavate  the  bone  deeply 
throughout  the  bony  canal,  and  thus  avoid  the  narrowing  and  con- 
traction which  is  prone  to  follow  these  operations,  and  here  the 
usual  flap  is  constructed  from  the  membranous  canal.  In  suitable 
cases  .111  ossiculectomy  may  be  perft)rmed  simultaneously  with  the 
external  operation  for  ablation  of  an  exostosis.  There  is  no  scien- 
tific basis  for  treating  these  growths  by  resorting  to  laminaria  tents, 
electrolysis.  X-ray.  or  antirheumatics. 

Angiomata. — True  cavernous  angioma  of  the  external  auditory 
canal  docs  not  occur  except  in  conjunction  with  other  larger  sur- 
rounding areas.  Tlie  afTection  is  fully  described  under  the  heading 
"Angioma  of  the  .\«ricle.'* 

Myxofibromata. — Myxofibromata,  white  found  occupying  the 
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external  auditory  canal,  usually  spring  from  some  portion  oE  the 
lympaiiic  cavily. 

Osteosarcomata. — The  jfrowth  is  rare  in  this  location  and 
seldum  occur*  primarily,  but  rather  as  ati  extension  from  the  jaw 
or  temporal  bone.  Any  operation  involves  a  coincident  removal 
of  the  finiro  mass. 

Epitheliomata. — KpitheHomaia  develop  primarily  in  the  exter- 
nal meatus  in  a  considerable  proportion  of  all  malignant  ncoplasm!> 
which  spring  from  the  auricle.  They  also  appear  as  a  result  of 
extension  from  contiguous  structures,  even  from  the  tonsil.  The 
course  and  trcatnieiif  have  been  described  on  page  156. 

NEW  GROWTHS  ON  THE  MEMBRANA  TYMPANI. 

The  mcmhrana  tympani  may  bcccnic  the  scat  of  a  variety  of 
new  growths  in  the  form  of  vascular  tumors,  or  epithelial  neo- 
plasms. It  may  also  be  the  seat  of  infectious  granulomata,  tuber- 
culous ulceration,  and  syphilis.  Occasionally  iutlammatory  or 
hemorrhagic  cysts  appear,  while  calcification  is  of  common  occur- 
rence. Malignancy  docs  not  appear  primarily,  but  may  extend  from 
other  localities  and  involve  the  ilrum  membrane.  Inasmuch  as 
these  affections  are  described  in  detail  in  their  appropriate  chapters, 
they  are  merely  mentioned  here,  and  only  for  the  jiystirmalic  arrange- 
ment of  topics. 

NEW  GROWTHS  IN  THE  EUSTACHIAN  TUBE. 

Outgrowths  in  the  form  of  cnnncctivc-tissuc  proliferations, 
granulation  tissue,  polypoid  excrescences,  and  fibrosarcoma  spring 
from  the  membranous  surfaces  of  the  ICustachian  tube,  while  denser 
neoplasm.*!  like  hyperostosis,  exostosis  and  calcification  involve  the 
cartilaginous  and  bony  portions.  The  Eustachian  tube  may  also 
become  the  seat  of  infectious  granulomata,  tuberculosis,  and  syphi- 
litic gummala. 


NEW  GROWTHS  IN  THE  MASTOID  ANTRUM  AND  CELLS. 

Polypi  and  Granulomata. — Polypoid  degeneration  and  granu- 
lation-tissue priili{crati<Hi  are  common  in  this  region,  where  they 
usually  complicate  purulent  otitis  media.  These  outgrowths  spring 
fruni  diseased  surfaces  of  the  antrum,  the  mastoid  celts  or  epitym- 
panum.  They  may  occur  single  or  multiple.  As  the  mass  increase.s 
m  sire  it  invades  the  tympanic  cavity,  thence  through  the  aperture 
in  the  drum,  often  reaching  lo  the  mouth  of  the  external  meatus, 
lliose  of  large  size  are  usually  pedunculated,  and  have  been  divided 
into  ordinary  hard,  round-celled  and  mucous  polypi,  fibromata,  and 
myxomata.  Of  iliesc  the  simple  granulomata  are  by  far  the  most 
common,  and  often  during  the  course  of  a  mastoid  operation 
surprisingly  large  quantities  are  excavated. 

Infectious  granulomata,  a  term  here  applied  to  syphilitic  and 
tuberculous   neoplasms,  are   occasionally   found   in   the   mastoid 
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process.  They  consist  of  a  desquamative  inflammatory  process, 
associated  with  the  active  formation  and  breaking  down  of  epithelial 
cells,  from  the  superficial  epithelial  layer  of  the  middle  ear  and  its 
adnexa.  The  epithelial  formations  consist  of  large  polyhedral  cells 
with  nuclei,  resembling  epidermal  cells,  and  frequently  containing 
cholesterin  crystals  between  the  individual  layers. 

Treatment, — Removal  by  either  the  simple  or  radical  mastoid 
operation. 

Cholesteatoma  of  the  Temporal  Bone. — The  seat  of  cholestea- 
tomata  is  usually  at  the  upper  and  outer  portion  of  the  tympanic 
cavity,  often  involving  the  epitympanic  space,  and  mastoid  antrum. 
Their  tendency  is  to  grow  upward  and  develop  into  organized 
masses,  which  press  upon  and  ultimately  destroy  the  mastoid  cell 
walls.  If  a  cholesteatoma  has  existed  for  a  long  peripd  of  time, 
large  pneumatic  spaces  will  be  found  occupied  by  the  mass,  their 
walls  being  composed  of  ivory-like,  ehurnated  bone.  These  large 
spaces  always  connect  with  the  tympanic  cavity.  The  above  con- 
dition does  not  usually  take  place  before  the  thirtieth  year 
(Virchow).  The  development  nf  cholesicatomata  is  often  attended 
with  considerable  danger,  on  account  of  its  tendency  to  invade  and 
destroy  the  bony  structures,  in  which  event  infection  may  second- 
arily be  carried  to  the  meninges  or  large  blood-vessels.  Demonstra- 
tions by  Kershner  have  proven  that  cholcsteatomata  possess  the 
power  to  migrate  into  apparently  healthy  bone  and  to  invade  even 
the  Haversian  canals. 

The  radical  mastoid  operation  is  the  only  feasible  measure  for 
the  cure  of  this  condition.  Even  after  complete  excavation,  recur- 
rences are  common,  often  necessitating  repeated  operations. 
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The  Middle  Ear. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 
DISEASES  OF  THE  iMlDDLE  EAR. 


DISEASES  AND  INJURIES  OF  THE  MEMBRANA  TYMPANI. 

The  tnemlirana  tympani  occupies  an  intermediary  position  in 
which  it  c<implctcly  diviilcs  the  external  fioni  tlie  mitidlc  ear,  its 
outer  (dermal)  layer  being  continuous  with  llie  skin  of  the  external 
meatus,  and  its  inner  (nieinbranuus)  layer  with  that  of  the  tym- 
panum. It  is  therefore  liable  to  participate  in  the  diseases  both  of 
the  external  meatus  and  the  miiWle  ear. 

Idiopathic  inllanimalinn  of  the  drum  membrane  is  extremely 
rare.  A  vast  majority  of  il^  diseases  orit;inale  in  the  adjacent  struc- 
tures on  either  side,  liczold  and  Siebcnniann'  contend  that,  inas- 
much as  so-called  acute  and  chronic  myringitis  is  sq  rarely  tinas- 
sociated  with  simultaneous  indanimaiiun  of  the  external  or  middle 
ear,  tliey  should  not  be  given  an  indej>endent  classtficailon,  while 
t'olitzer-  advocates  in  sirun;^  terms  his  belief  that  primary  myrin- 
gitis with  distinct  pathological  changes  dfies  occur,  and,  further, 
Ihat  it  is  sometimes  induced  by  pathogenic  organisms.  Me  lays 
much  stress  ujHjn  the  slight  interference  with  the  Iiearing  function 
in  myringitis,  even  when  ii  extends  beyond  ihe  confines  of  the  dnini 
to  the  tympanic  walls.  It  i*  the  opinion  of  the  author  that  primary 
idiopathic  inHammation  of  the  drum  membrane  is  exceedingly  rare. 
and  that  in  no  instance  where  the  inllanimation  of  the  drumhead 
is  secondary  to  disease  of  the  adjacent  structures  should  the  term 
myringitis  be  employed. 

ACUTE    MYRINGITIS    (PRIMARY    ACUTE    INFLAMMATION    OF 
THE  MEMBRANA  TYMPANI). 

Etiology. — The  chief  eiiological  factors  arc  localized  infection 
of  the  drumhead  from  traumatism,  and  local  irritants  in  the  form 
of  caustics,  impact  uf  cold  water  from  sea-bathing  or  douching,  and 
foreign  bodies.  The  di.seasc  may  extend  over  the  entire  surface  of 
the  membrane  and  penetrate  the  entire  structure;  or  it  may  be 
5ui»crhcial. 

Symptoms. — The  initial  symptom  is  severe  pain  tn  the  ear, 
often  radiating  in  all  directions,  sometimes  preceded  by  a  sensation 


<  Texl-book  «f  Otology,  p.  123. 
>  Di&rascs  uf  tlic  Ear,  p.  280. 
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of  fullness  lasting  for  several  hours.  In  severe  cases  the  pain  radiates 
over  tlic  [lariclal  region,  'riniiilus  is  usually  present,  witli  slight 
disturbance  of  hearing  which  persists  until  the  disease  subsides. 
Some  rise  of  temperature  may  be  expected  in  young  children. 
Examination  of  the  drum  membrane  reveals  localized  inHammaiion, 
varying  from  a  mtxJcrate  congestion,  which  is  confined  to  the  dermal 
layer  without  exudate,  to  severe  swelling  with  intralaniellar  exuda- 
tion in  the  form  of  blebs  filled  wttli  serum.  Petechial  spots  in  the 
membrane  are  sometimes  visible,  .\ftcr  a  few  hours  the  blebs 
rupture  externally,  ami  healing  gradually  ensues  after  exfoliation  of 
the  dermal  layer  has  taken  place.  For  some  time  after  the  rupture 
of  the  blebs,  considerable  moisture  will  be  found  in  the  canal,  while 
the  desquamative  period  is  characlcri/cd  by  the  ])rcsence  of 
detached  tlakfs  and  shreds  in  the  inner  portion  of  the  canal.  Reso- 
lution is  usually  rapid,  the  congested  appearance  of  the  membrane 
gradually  subsiding  upon  the  formation  td  new  epithelium. 

Diagnosis. — It  is  difficult  to  ditierentiaie  myringitis  from  acute 
catarrhal  and  the  early  stage  of  acute  purulent  otitis  media.  Otitis 
media  of  cither  type  is  usually  preceded  by  an  attack  of  acute  rhino- 
pharyngitis, and  there  is  marked  loss  of  hearing  from  the  com- 
mencement, while  in  myringitis  there  is  but  slight  interference  with 
the  hearing  function  at  any  stage.  In  purulent  r>iitis  media  the 
pain  is  apt  to  be  persistent  and  to  increase  in  severity  until  the 
drum  membrane  ruptures,  There  is  also  marked  bulging  i.>f  llic 
entire  drum  after  a  short  interval.  Even  tin-niyli  a  discharge  ap- 
pears in  myringitis  there  is  no  perforation  of  tiie  drum  membrane. 
Myringitis  is  of  shorter  duration  than  acute  catarrhal  otitis  media 
and  usually  terminates  in  recovery  without  permanent  pathological 
changes  in  the  tissue  of  the  drum.  Even  when  cuts,  scratches  and 
blebs  have  been  present  with  copious  exudation,  recovery  usually 
takes  place  without  loss  of  hearing. 

Treatment. — The  course  of  treatment  depends  upon  both  the 
causative  factors  and  (he  severity  ol  the  case.  In  simple  cases 
unattended  by  blebs  or  traumatism  the  treatment  is  palliative.  U 
the  pain  is  severe  codeine  may  he  administered  in  doses  of  one- 
fourth  grain  every  three  hours  until  relieved,  and  the  patient  sliuuld 
remain  indoors  for  a  day  or  two  and  subsist  upon  a  light  diet. 
Loral  treatment  of  the  dnim  is  unnecessary.  The  hot-water  bag 
applied  to  the  car  relieves  pain. 

As  soon  as  the  acute  symptoms  begin  to  subside,  the  patient 
may  be  permitted  to  go  about  his  daily  duties.  When  the  inllam- 
matory  process  is  sufficiently  sudden  and  severe  to  produce  blebs 
or  blisters,  they  should  be  incised  at  once,  the  incision  to  penetrate 
only  the  dermal  layer  of  the  drum,  inasmuch  as  perforation  of  the 
inner  layer  permits  infection  to  enter  the  tympanic  cavity.  In  order 
to  obviate  possible  infection  through  the  incision,  (lie  operation 
may  be  preceded  by  douching  the  external  canal  with  a  warm 
btchlorid  of  mercury  solution  and  carefully  wiping  with  sterile 
cotton,  and  likewise  pledgets  of  sterile  gauze  may  be  placed  in  the 
extcraal  meatus  until  the  surface  of  the  drum  becomes  healed. 
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Should  the  cause  of  the  attack  be  traumatism  wherein  the  rupture, 
laceration  or  cut  extends  entirely  through  ihc  drum  membrane, 
there  arises  the  danger  which  would  result  from  the  entrance  of 
pathogenic  bacteria  into  the  tympanic  cavity;  indeed,  in  a  limited 
proportion  uf  cai^es  of  this  nature,  purulent  otitis  media  endues  in 
spite  of  all  preventive  efforts.  To  combat  infection  ihe  canal  slioulil 
be  douched  at  once  with  a  bichlorid  of  mercury  solution  and  care- 
fully wiped  clean  and  dry  with  sterile  cotton.  A  pledget  of  sterile 
gauze  h^htly  packed  into  the  outer  urtl'ice  of  the  canal  will  serve  as 
a  protection  to  the  drum.  The  drum  membrane  and  canal  should 
be  inspected  daily  and  all  moisture  and  dvbris  removed  at  each 
sitting.  Any  rc;*ultant  tinnitus  or  slight  deafness  will  usually  yield 
to  moderate  inflation,  which  procedure  may  be  inaugurated  after 
the  acute  symptoms  have  subsided. 


TRAUMATIC  LESIONS  OF  THE  MEMBRANA  TYMPANI. 

General  Remarks. — Diseases  of  the  drum  membrane,  barring 
injuries,  are  almost  invariably  those  associated  with  the  ilitTerent 
types  of  affections  which  originate  primarily  in  the  external  audi- 
tory meatus,  or  still  more  commonly  in  tlic  middle  car  and  its 
adne.xa.  The  various  pathological  changes  in  the  nienibrana 
tympani  and  their  significance  are  fully  described  in  the  chapters 
covering  the  diseases  of  the  exteniHl  and  tlie  middle  ear. 

Traumatism. — Traumatism  of  the  membrana  lympani  results 
from:  (l)  Direct  violence.  (2)  Indirect  violence:  (a)  By  sutldcn 
condensation  of  air.  either  in  the  external  canal  or  tympanic  cavity, 
ami  occasionally  by  sudden  rarefaction  of  air  in  the  external  meatus. 
^^b)  By  extension  from  a  fracture  of  the  temporal  bone. 

Direct  Vmr.ENrE. — The  location  of  the  membrana  tympani, 
deep  in  the  somewhat  tortuous  external  auditory  canal,  the  outer 
aperture  of  which  is  afforded  considerable  protection  from  invasion 
by  the  lid-like  tragus,  is  such  that  it  is  seldom  the  seal  of  direct 
tranmattsm. 

Direct  injuries  lo  the  drum  membrane  may  be  self-inflicted  or 
wholly  accidental. 

Those  first  mentioned  occur  in  the  form  of  wounds  from  bullets, 
sword  or  stiletto  thrusts,  portions  of  shells;  the  thrust  of  shiirp- 
pointcd  objects  like  hatpins,  sharp  sticks,  received  accidentally  or  in 
combat,  and  from  the  impact  of  portions  of  explosives,  flying  sparks, 
chips  and  stones,  and  from  clumsy  attempts  to  extract  foreign 
bodies  from  the  external  meatus.  'Vwisting  or  pulling  the  auricle 
has  been  known  to  tear  the  drum  membrane  in  its  upper  segment. 
Occasionally  a  rupture  occurs  from  accidentally  puncturing  the 
drum  from  within  while  passing  the  F-ustachian  bougie.  Self- 
inflicted  ininrics  u>^uallv  arise  from  digging,  scratching  nr  picking 
the  car  with  a  pointed  or  sharpened  instrument  for  the  relief  of 
meatal  pruritus,  or  the  removal  of  scales,  cerumen  or  foreign  bodies. 
The  usual  implements  employed  for  iliis  baneful  proce<lurc  are  ear- 
spoons,  hairpins,  toothpicks,  penholders,  matches,  lead  pencils  and 
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the  earpieces  of  spectacles.  There  is  considerable  variation  in  the 
location  and  size  of  direct  injuries  to  the  drum,  depending  upon  both 
the  course  of  the  canal  and  whether  the  iinplement  is  »harp,  blunt, 
smtKdli  i>r  jagged.  Most  of  the  injuries,  however,  are  located  in 
the  upper  eiegmcnt.  In  recent  injuries  it  is  possible  to  obtain  a 
clear  outline  after  all  cxtravasalJori  of  blood  has  been  removed, 
while  later  on  the  infiltration  may  be  so  e:ttcnstvc  as  to  render  the 
oulHnes  of  the  wound  unrecognizable.  In  rare  instances  .^liarp 
penetrating  instrumcntii  or  projectiles  pa^s  entirely  through  the 
drum  membrane  and  invade  the  labyrinth,  producing  serious  and 
even  fatal  results. 

During  the  preparation  of  this  chapter  the  following  unusual 
case  came  under  the  observation  of  the  author: — 

Patient  X,  aged  38,  blacksmith,  with  an  uiui*iixllv  large  and  straight 
external  meatus  and  a  small  traiftis,  which  nowiHr  iiiistructcd  Us  nrilice. 
Ten  d.-i>'4  previously,  while  swinging  a  piece  of  rcd-liot  iron  in  an  upward 
and  downward  direction  prep.-irxtory  lo  plungi'ig  tlie  same  into  cold  water, 
a  «park  flew  directly  into  hi^  left  car.  He  wa^  immediately  seized  with 
violent,  dccp-§cated  earache,  which  codUniicd  f<ir  ahout  eighteen  lir-uri. 
Some  ^wect  oil  was  paurcd  into  his  car  on  several  occasiuns,  and  no  other 
treiitmrut  w.ifl  ^ivcn.  After  twn  day&  a  mticopurulent  di^eharKr  iipiK-^ired, 
and  he  cumpbined  of  moderate  tinnitus  and  »liEht  deafness.  Cpoii  examt- 
ttalion  there  wa«  a  slight,  nearly  healed  excoriation  at  the  onfice  of  the 
meatus;  othcmisc  the  entire  external  canal  was  free  from  evidence  of  in- 
jury, There  was  a  large,  gr,ayi-ih  slough  upon  the  drum  membr.inc,  cover- 
ii)K  alH>ut  »ne-fourlh  of  it!<  KurfHce  and  1i>cated  in  the  u|i[ier  ]Hi«teri<>r 
section,  while  the  remaining  portion  was  intensely  inflamed  and  infiltrateil. 
There  was  a  Hmall  quantity  of  mucopurtilent  cxiiilalc  along  the  floor  of  the 
canal.  Upon  inflation  a  distinct  whistle  was  heard.  After  thorough  cleans- 
ing it  was  found  impossible  to  locate  the  chip  nf  iron.  Carcinl  hearing  lest* 
jihowcd  hut  little  iMsi  of  hearing  by  aerial  conduction.  The  ireatmeni 
advised  was  a  warm  1:5000  bichloiid  of  nii-rcnry  dcuche  four  times  u  day, 
the  canal  to  he  wiped  dry  with  sterile  cotton  alter  each  douche,  li^ht  pack- 
tng  of  the  outer  oriticc  of  the  canal  during  the  interval.  The  (li.senarKc 
continued  nlioiit  one  week  longer,  after  which  the  perforation  healed  without 
perceptible  loss  of  hearing. 

With  rare  exceptions  all  extensive  perforating  wounds  of  the 
drum  membrane  eventuate  in  middle-car  suppuration,  the  probable 
source  of  infection  emanating  from  the  penetrating  abject.  In 
neglected  cases  the  open  perforation  permits  an  invasion  of  pyogenic 
organisms  from  without.  The  treatment  <tf  this  form  of  injury  is 
not  ttnlike  that  "f  acute  purulent  t>lilis  media. 

Sclf-inllictcd  injuries  arc  usually  less  severe  and  rarely  per- 
forate the  drum  membrane,  although  a  few  cases  are  upon  record 
(liezold  and  Siebenmann)  where  patients  have  not  only  torn  open 
the  drum  membrane  but  have  dislocated  or  dragged  away  the 
ossicles.  Single  scratches  or  bruises  of  the  drum  asually  heal 
promptly  and  without  suppuration,  providing  ordinary  aseptic  pre- 
cautions are  followed  out  in  the  treatment. 

IsDiRF-CT  ViOLENTE. — Indirect  violence  in  the  form  of  sudden 
condensation  or  rarefaction  of  air  in  the  externa!  meatus  may 
produce  complete  rupture  of  the  drum.  Tt  would  seem  that  the 
drum  membrane  either  entirely  resists  the  sudden  change  in  air 
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pressure  or  sustains  a  rupture  through  all  its  layers,  since  partial 
rupture  or  extensive  ecchymosis  is  rarely  observed. 

These  ruptures  are  slit-like,  occasionally  oval,  with  sharply 
defined  edges  wliich  in  recent  cases  arc  covered  with  hemorrhagic 
exudate.  They  are  seldom  multiple.  The  most  common  location 
is  ihe  anierirtr  inferinr  (]uadr;iii(.  Amtiii^  the  causes  ihc  follow- 
ing are  enumerated:  Condensation  of  air  in  the  external  meatus 
as  a  result  of  blows  (boxing  the  ear) ;  diving  from  heights,  bathing 
in  the  surf,  cxpU>sions  (,dynamiLc,  gunshot,  cannon,  mortars),  falls 
upon  the  ear,  and  concussions  from  caissons,  hell  diving  and  light- 
ning  strokes. 

The  air  douche  employed  for  inflating  the  middle  car  produces 
rupture  of  the  drum  membrane  only  when  it  is  the  scat  of  scar 
tissue  or  marked  atropliy.  The  same  holds  true  of  rarefaction  in 
the  external  meatus,  depending  upon  suction  by  otoscnpic  instru- 
mentation, kissing  upon  tlie  car,  or  atmospheric  pressure  in  high 


Fig.  9B.^Uni»titrc  of  the  dniin  nicttilinmr  dm;  li>  tonciiasioii  from 
"boxiiis  llic  iMr. 


altitudes.  Unfortunately,  the  concussion  wave  may  he  of  unusual 
severity  and  extend  through  the  ossicular  medium  to  the  labyrinth, 
with  disa>lrous  cfTcct  upon  the  auditor>'  nerve  terminals.  Subject- 
ively, the  symptoms  of  rupture  in  the  order  of  occurretice  are;  loud 
sound  in  the  ear,  violent  hut  momentary  pain,  tinnitus  (severe 
cases  arc  often  accompanied  by  nausea  and  vomiting  and  vertigo 
when  the  labyrinth  is  involvcdl,  slight  deafness,  Wcbcr  test  heard 
in  the  injured  ear  (in  labyrinthine  cases  of  marked  deafness  Weber 
test  heard  in  normal  ear),  suppuraiinn  in  the  majority  of  cases. 

Indirect  Violknce  from  Cranial  Fracti:hes. — Rupture  or 
tearing  of  the  drum  membrane.  %vhen  resulting  from  injuries  to  the 
(kull  from  falls  or  blows,  may  occur  independently  of  bony  fracture, 
or  more  commonly  in  conjunction  with  fractures  of  the  temporal 
bone. 

.Since  such  ruptures  arc  continuous  with  the  bone  fractures, 
they  are  located  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  membrane  and  accom- 
panying luxation  «^ir  fractures  of  the  nssit-lcs  are  occasiiinally 
obser\-e<l.  The  symptoms  are  hemorrhage  from  ruptured  vessels 
of  the  membrane,  from  the  fractured  diploc  and  from  the  labyrinth 
or  meninges  when  those  structures  are  implicated.  A  flow  of  cere- 
brospinal fluid  occurs  in  occasional  cases. 
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Treatment. — Hemorrhage  may  usually  be  controlled  by  tam- 
poning the  external  auditory  meatus  with  sterile  cotton  or  gauze. 
In  a  patient  coming  under  observation  soon  after  an  injury  and 
without  serious  hemorrhage,  the  chief  requirements  are  to  remove 
accumulated  exudation  from  the  canal  without  disturbing  the  edges 
of  the  perforation.  At  the  same  time  the  canal  walls  should  be 
carefully  rubbed  with  alcohol  or  bichlorid  of  mercury  solution 
1 :  4000  for  purposes  of  disinfection.  Turthermore  it  is  important  to 
prevent  if  possible  the  access  of  infection  to  the  middle  ear  through 
the  rent  in  the  drum  membrane.  A  loose  sterile  wad  of  gauze  or 
cotton  placed  in  the  outer  orifice  constitutes  the  most  available 
protection  against  outside  infection.  During  this  stage  instillations 
and  douches  do  pqsjtiye  harm  and  are  contraindicatcd.  I?  mi3dle- 
ear  suppuration  ensues  diT  further  treatment  sKouId  conform  to 
that  advised  for  acute  purulent  otitis  media,  Chapter  XVIII. 

Finally,  since  the  otologist  is  often  required  to  give  expert 
testimony  in  suits  for  damages  to  the  car,  it  is  important  to 
carefully  record  even  tlie  minutest  facts  relating  to  the  causation 
and  history  of  every  case  of  injury,  to  note  the  appearance  of  the 
external  canal  walls,  membrana  tympani,  and  in  case  of  perforations 
the  condition  of  those  portions  of  the  cavum  tympani  which  may 
be  inspected  or  felt  with  a  probe,  and  to  ascertain  all  symptoms, 
both  objective  and  subjective. 

Politzer^  lays  much  stress  upon  the  medico-legal  aspect  of  otitic 
injuries. 


8  Diseases  of  the  Ear,  p.  247. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  MlDDt.E  EAR. 
( Contiuued. ) 


SURGICAL  ANATOMY  OF  THE  MIDDLE  EAR  AND 
EUSTACHIAN  TUBE. 

Anatomy. — The  middle  ear  consists  of  the  Eustachian  tube,  ihe 
t^nip-iiiic  cavity  and  its  roiitciits,  together  with  the  aditus  ad 
antrum,  antrum  niastoidcum  and  mastoid  process  (Fig.  99). 

The  tympanic  cavity  is  about  15  mm.  in  height,  3  mm.  in 
width,  and  from  its  anterior  to  its  posterior  wall  measures  about 
10  mm.  It  is  a  four-sided  cavity,  having  three  bony  and  one  mem- 
branous wall,  in  addition  to  a  roof  and  a  floor.  Us  upper  portion  is 
anatomically  differentiated  from  the  tympanic  cavity  proper,  being 
designated  the  aditiis  ad  antrurn.  ii  is  also  termed  tlic  cpitympanic 
space.  This  corresponds  rou^fhly  to  tliat  part  of  the  t>mpanic 
cavity  situated  above  a  line  drawn  horizontally  at  the  level  of  the 
processus  brevis.  'I"hc  head  of  the  malleus  and  the  body  and  short 
process  of  the  incus  are  contained  within  this  space  (Fig.  100,  F,  (."I. 
This  part  of  the  tympanic  ca^-ily  is  often  termed  the  "attic." 

Laterally  (externally)  the  tympanic  cavity  is  separated  from 

the  external  auditory  canal  by  the  inembrana  tympani  (Fig.   100, 

V).    Above  the  flrior  of  the  adilu^  this  wall  is  bony,  made  up  of  the 

Iter  wall  of  tlic  aditus  (Fig.  36).     The  anterior  wall  i<i  really  a 

convergence  of  the  inner  and  outer  waits,  and  the  orifice  of  the 

EustacTiian  tube  (Fig,  90,  C). 

Above,  the  tympanic  cavity  merges  into  the  aditus  ad  antrum, 
while  posteriorly  a  hard,  bony  wall  forms  its  lower  boundary, 
Above  this  bony  wall  and  within  the  region  of  the  aditus  an  open- 
ing, the  aditus  i>roper,  is  shown  leading  to  the  mastoid  antrum. 
The  roof  of  the  aditus  is  the  tegnien  tympani.  The  floor  of  the 
tympanic  cavity  is  a  rather  thin  lamella  of  bone.  It  separates  the 
dome  of  the  jugular  bulb  from  the  tympanic  cavity  (l-'ig.  100.  C). 
This  lamella  of  bone  occasionally  presents  defect.s  (dehiscences), 
placing  the  blood-vessels  In  direct  contact  with  the  tympanic 
mucous  membrane.  The  posterior  wall  of  the  tympanic  cavity 
ri&es  from  the  tympanic  floor  in  a  slight  curve,  and  presents  at  its 
upper  limits  a  number  of  pneumatic  cells.  Tbts  wall  is  limited 
below  by  a  square  lodge  of  bone,  merging  toward  the  median  line 
into  a  pyramidal  eminence  from  whose  lateral  end  a  smalt  bony 
canal  runs  toward  the  facial  canal.  The  canal  of  the  facial  nerve 
runs  its  course  deeply  down  on  the  posterior  tympanic  wall. 

The  mesial  or  labyrinthine  wall  of  the  tympanic  cavity  presents 
a  rounded  protuberance — the  promontory  (Fig.  100.  D).  This  is  a 
flat,  rather  bard  bulging  plate  of  bone  formed  by  the  basal  turn  of 
the  cochlea.     It  presents  a  smooth  surface  toward  the  tvmpanic 
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cavity,  merging  anteriorly  into  the  wall  of  tlie  Eustacliian  orifice. 
At  il<  lower  part,  the  lahyrinthinc  wall  is  l<»st  in  the  tympanic  floor. 
Above,  pustcriurly.  the  wall  presents  lliv  fenestra  ovali»,  wtiile 
below,  pos,itriorIy,  the  fenestra  roiuntla  is  situated. 

The  adiius  ad  antrum  is  a  trianjjular  prism-shaped  space, 
leading  from  the  lympanic  cavity  to  the  antrum  mastoidcum. 
This  space  is  bounded  anteriorly  by  the  tensor  tympani  muscle 
together  with  a  spur  of  bone — the  crista  transversa — situated  just 
above  the  tensor  tendon  and  by  a  series  of  mucous  folds  (plicae 
transversa)  exceedingly  variable  in  form  and  extent.    These  ser\*e 


Fig.  100— Partly  SLhuiKiiic  ■'.vaw  .i:-^  ::■;;;  ;  ■.  ;i':ii  (cnlai^ed)  after 
SubrHMtann,  showing  :  j-I,  Hxtrnial  auditorjr  cftiul.  B.  PoMcrior  surface 
of  drmu.  C.  TympAnk  cavity.  P,  Proinoiitury.  ii.  Process  brrvis  malleus. 
F.  Mallriis  head.  G,  Incus.  //,  Tensor  tympani.  L,  Snspcnsory  IJsament 
of  malleus.  .1/,  Part  of  superior  scmiiirculnr  raiial,  .V,  rootpblc  of 
filapvs  seen  from  labyrinihine  6i<!c,  (I'rom  Kopcwky's  "Surgery  of  the 
Ear,"  Rcbman  Co..  Publishers.) 


to  connect  the  tensor  and  the  crista  transversa  by  forming  a  curtain 
which  occupies  a  iK>sition  perpendicular  to  the  longitudinal  axis  of 
the  aditus  (Sicbenmann).  I'usteriorly  the  aditus  ad  antrum  is 
gradually  merged  in  the  antrum  mastoideum. 

Contained  in  the  tympanic  cavity  and  adiius  ad  antrum  is  a 
chain  of  small  bones,  the  ossicles.  These  are  three  in  number,  the 
malleus,  the  incus  and  the  stapes. 

With  this  general  sketch  nf  the  anatomy  of  the  tympanic  cavity 
as  a  background,  we  lake  up  some  of  its  more  important  structures, 
which  concern  us  more  intimately  in  the  study  of  the  diseases  of 
the  middle  ear. 

The  Membrana  Tympani  (Fig.  101). — Tliis  is  a  translnccnt. 
pearly,  dcUcatc.  bmooth  and  glistening  membrane,  the  borders  of 


Fig.  101. — The  normal  mcmbrana  tympani.  lloih  the  artist  and  the 
author  have  combined  in  endeavoring  to  produce  the  norma!  color,  contour 
and  landmarks  of  the  drnm  membrane  in  its  entirety  as  seen  through  the 
speculum  by  reflected  light. 
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which  arc  atuchcd  lo  the  slightly  curved  edge  of  the  internal  end 
of  the  bony  auditory  canal,  called  the  annulus  tynipanictm.  The 
mcnibrana  tympani  is  divided  anatomically  into  the  pars  mcmbrana 
tciisa  and  tlic  pars  menilirana  Haccida  (.I'ig".  102).  'J'lic  pars  mi-w- 
bratia  tcnsa  forms  the  I'hicf  portion  ni  this  Tncmbrano.  while  Ihc 
fars  mcmbrand  fJacciJa,  or  Shrapnell's  membrane,  i.s  a  small,  cres- 
cenl-shaped  area  lying  above  or  superior  to  the  processus  brrvis  and 
the  incisura  Kifiiti.  Shrapnell's  membrane  is  not  as  obhquelv  placed 
as  the  neighboring  portion  of  the  M''^  tcttsa.  and  in  the  livmg  sub- 
ject, especially,  it  is  more  or  less  distinctly  differentiated  from  the 
latter  by  two  flat  fulds  known  as  the  anttrior  and  posterior  folds  of 
the  membrana  tynipani  ( I'ig.  102). 

In  form  the  memhrana  tympani  is  irregularly  oval,  or  elliptical, 
and  the  martjo  tympaukus  is  often  distinctly  rounded  off.  At  the 
ituisura  Rivitii.  or  Kivinian  fissure,  whicli  is  made  up  of  the  break 
in  the  upper  portion  of  (he  bony  ring,  the  membrana  Haccida,  or 
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Fig.  102. — ^Thc  larxlmarka  of  tbt  nicniliniiia  tympatii. 

Shrapnell's  membrane  is  rather  loosely  attached,  which  accounts 
for  the  greater  mobility  of  this  part  of  the  drum.  The  form  and 
size  of  the  Rivinian  fissure  varies,  averaging  in  height  2  mm.  and  in 
width  from  2.5  to  3  mm.  The  exact  form  of  the  membrane  is  deter- 
mined hy  that  of  the  surrounding  ring. 

The  membrana  tympani  is  made  up  nf  three  layers,  the  outer 
of  which  is  continuous  with  the  lining  of  the  external  meatus,  and  is 
composed  of  dorma.  The  inner  layer  is  a  part  of  the  mucous  lining 
of  the  tympanic  cavity,  while  between  these  two  layers  a  third, 
or  fibrous  layer,  is  found. 

The  size  of  the  membrana  tympani  is  not  materially  affected 
by  age,  for  the  reason  that  both  t!ie  ring  and  the  membrane  arc 
almost  fully  developed  in  ver>'  early  life. 

The  inclination  of  the  membrana  tymiJani  depends  upon  its 
relation  to  the  walls  of  the  external  meatus,  observations  and 
measurements  varying  with  the  angle  from  which  the  observation 
is  taken.  It  i*  strctclicd  obliquely  downward  and  inward  at  the 
inner  end  of  the  bony  meatus,  so  that  its  plane  forms  an  obtuse 
angle  with  the  upper  wall  and  an  acute  angle  with  tlie  lower  wall 
of  the  tube  (Fig  103l  Anteriorly  the  angle  is  very  acute,  and 
posteriorly  it  is  obtuse,  because  the  plane  of  the  drum  is  slanted  in 
two  directions. 

l"he  membrana  tympani  presents  a  more  nr  less  concave 
surface,  the  dome  of  the  concavity  encroaching  upon  the  tympanic 
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cavity.    The  deepest  portion  of  the  dome,  the  umbo  (Fig, 
marks  the  insertion  d(  the  distal  end  of  the  malleus  handle  bet 
the  layers  of  the  membrane. 

The  Light  Reflex. — Illumination  of  ttic  tympanic  membrane 
brings  to  view  a  cone  of  light  in  the  form  of  a  triangle,  the  apex  of 
which  is  near  thu  umbo,  the  general  dircctiitn  being  downward  and 
forward  toward  the  periphery,  the  base-line  being  rather  poorly 
de6ned,  parallel  with  and  a  short  dij^tance  from  the  drum  periphery 
(I'ig.  102).  Jietwecn  Shrapnell's  membrane  and  the  neck  of  the 
mafleiis  a  marked  depression  is  found,  corresponding  to  Prussak's 
space.  Here  the  murous  lining  folJs  upon  itself  so  that  it  pa^ises 
over  the  chorda  lynipaiii  nerve  on  the  inner  side  of  the  membrana 
tympaui. 


r^' 


Fir.  103, — I  .  ■    ■    '  '<  'wins  I'li--  itiirm;!!   ri'i:iii.i_ns  o(  the  external 

auditory   canal,  ic.   <^s5i.:It5   ami   tympanic   cavity,     Swcial 

utcntitMi  is  callcu  i-.-  <.,^  aiinlck  runncU  tiy  thv  tlrum  tnetubmne  wiiu  the 
waiis  of  the  twscoiis  meatus. 

Deviations  in  the  anatomical  relations  in  infancy  and  early 
childhood  arc  referable  to  the  incomplete  development  of  the 
temporal  Inmc  at  that  age. 

The  diseases  of  the  Eustachian  tube  form  a  part  of  the  diseases 
of  the  tympanic  cavity,  and,  in  ihc  treatment  of  the  diseases  of  the 
latter,  attention  to  this  important  stiiicture  becomes  of  prime 
importance;  therefore,  a  brief  consideration  of  the  anatomical 
peculiarities  of  the  tube  deserves  attention  here. 

Eustachian  Tube. — Physiologically  considered  the  nu&tachian 
tube  scrvi-^  lu.th  as  a  ventilating  apparatus  for  the  middle  ear 
and  as  the  channel  of  communication  between  the  rhinopharyngeal 
5pace  aiid  the  tympanic  cavity,  for  the  purpose  of  equalizing  the 
ratio  of  pressure  between  the  external  air  and  that  contained  in  the 
middle-ear  spares. 

In  direction  the  Eustachian  tube  passes  from  the  upper  anterior 
portion  of  the  tympanic  cavity  inward  and  downward  toward 
the  pharyngeal  vault.  Its  length  in  the  adult  is  about  36  mm.  For 
about  one-third  of  the  distance  from  the  tympanic  cavity  the  walls 
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of  the  luhe  are  bony;  the  remaining  two-thirds  arc  cartilaginous. 
The  point  ui  junciion  between  the  bony  and  cartilaginous  portions  is 
very  narrow  and  is  designated  the  isthmus  (I'ig.  ^9,  g,  k,  m).  The 
dimensions;  of  tlie  lumen  of  the  Eustachian  tube  are  subject  to 
individual  variations.  Its  walls  are  probably  altogether  closed  at 
its  middle  portion  while  al  rest,  but  they  open  during  the  act  of 
swallowing.  The  lining  membrane  of  the  tube  is  made  up  of 
ciliated  epithelial  and  g<.«blct  cells.  The  deeper  layers  of  its  struc- 
ture arc  made  up  of  cartilage  and  bone  in  the  outer  one-third,  and 
cartilage  in  the  inner  two-thirds.  The  layer  of  ciliated  epithelium 
in  the  cartilaginous  portion  of  the  tube  lies  directly  upnn  a  layer 
of  adenoid  tissue  of  variable  thickness.  This  adenoid  stratum 
has  been  calk-d  the  tubular  tunsil  (Cerlach  and  Teutlevan). 
In  the  young  child  the  adenoid  ti^.'^ue  of  the  lube  is  much 
more  developed  tlian  in  the  adult,  and  assumes  the  form  of 
prominent  lymph  follicles,  hence  nrchisinn  of  the  tube  occurs  much 
more  frequently  in  cliildliood  tlian  in  later  life  because  of  swelling 
in  the  tissue.  The  mucous  glands  are  acinous  in  structure  and 
form  a  thick  layer,  frequently  interrupted  by  a  stratum  of  fibrous 
tissue.  Isolated  glandular  ducts  occur  throughout  the  adenoid 
tissue.  Both  the  mucous  glands  and  the  adenoid  tissue  decrease 
toward  the  i.<ithmus  of  the  tube. 

The  cartilage  of  ihc  F.ustachian  tube  docs  not  form  a  complete 
and  rigid  tube,  but,  like  the  trachea  and  the  cartilaginous  auditory 
canal,  consists  of  a  furrow,  the  open  part  of  which  becomes  closed 
by  membranous  tissue,  to  form  the  tube.  Ossilicatiun  of  the  carti- 
laginous tube  is  apt  to  occur  as  a  senile  change.  The  lower  end  of 
the  tubal  cartilage  projects  to  a  variable  degree  into  the  rhino- 
pharyngeal  space,  and  its  posterior  lip  forms  i)ic  back  boundary  of 
the  triangular,  funiicl-stiapcd  excavation,  designated  the  ostium 
pharyngenni.  The  inucuns  lining  of  the  posterior  lip  of  this  ostium 
contains  an  abundance  of  arlcnoid  and  glandular  tissue.  It  has  a 
diffuse  and  more  or  less  vivid  coloring,  contrasting  sharply  with 
the  more  or  less  pale  and  yellowish  tint  of  the  general  tubal  open- 
ing. Occasionally  a  salpingopharyngeal  fold  may  be  seen  extend- 
ing perpendicularly  into  the  mucous  lining  of  the  lateral  pharyngeal 
wall  springing  from  the  ostium  tuba. 

The  bony  walls  of  the  tube  gradually  widen  toward  the  tym- 
panic cavity  wilhoui  sharp  dilTereiitiatinn.  In  the  bony  tube  the 
mucosa  is  firmly  united  Co  a  layer  of  thin  periosteum  and  this  is 

losely  adherent  to  the  bone.     Mucous  glands  are  very  rare,  only 
le  or  two  being  found  in  the  adtill   Kustachian  tube.     Ciliated 

ylindrical  epithelium  is  f<iund  throughout  the  mucous  lining  of 
the  tube.  The  bony  lube  presents  cells  containing  air  and  lined  with 
mucous  membrane,  the  cellulrc  tubenp,  fullv  described  by  Kezold. 
These  arc  of  importance  in  radical  mastoid  surgery  and  will  be 
reverted  to  later.  In  the  adult  they  arise  from  the  bottom,  from  the 
median  wall  and  from  the  outer  median  angle  of  the  tube.  These 
arc  not  present  in  the  newborn,  although  by  the  end  of  the  first  half 
year  of  life  they  become  plainly  visible. 
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In  the  newborn  the  membranous  part  of  the  cartilaginous  tube 
predominates  over  the  cartilaginous  section.  There  is  no  percepti- 
ble isthmus  at  its  junction  with  the  bony  tube,  the  os  tympani 
being  as  yet  imperfectly  dcvelopeil,  but  at  the  age  of  nine  months 
the  topography  of  the  tube  practically  resembles  that  of  the  adult. 
The  faucial  orifice  of  the  tube  in  the  fetus  lies  below  the  horizontal 
plane  of  the  liard  palate,  reaching  the  level  of  the  palate  at  about 
the  time  of  birth.  At  four  years  of  age  it  is  3  to  4  mm.  above  this, 
according  to  Kunkel,  and  in  the  adult  it  is  about  10  mm.  above  the 
level  of  the  hard  palate.  In  tlic  young  child  the  posterior  lip  of  the 
tube  does  not  present  a  distinct  projection  into  the  pharyngeal 
vault. 

Within  the  tympanic  cavity  and  tlie  aditus  ad  antrum  and 
lying  mostly  in  tlic  latter  is  the  ossicular  chain,  which  is  composed 
of  the  malleus,  incus  and  sta|)cs. 

The  Malleus  and  its  Ligaments. — The  malleus,  the  largest  of 
the  three  bones,  is  irregular  in  shape,  being  made  up  of  the  oval 
head,  which  grailually  tapers  into  u  narrow  portion  known  as  the 
neck,  Tlie  neck  converges  into  an  expansion  of  bone,  which  forms 
two  processes:  ((0  Tlie  processus  brcvis,  a  small  tubercle  below 
and  ])ostcrinr  to  which  is  attacticd  the  tendon  of  the  tensor  tympani 
muscle,  is  plainly  visible  on  inspection  from  the  external  auditory 
canal,  and  constitutes  one  nf  llu-  landmarks  of  the  middle  ear.  (&) 
The  i)rocessus  gracilis,  a  long  slender  and  somewhat  tibrous  proc- 
ess, which  passes  forward  into  the  Cllascrian  fissure,  and  is  only 
well  marked  at  birth.  The  remaining  portion  of  the  bone  gradually 
tapers  into  the  long  process  (handle  or  manubrium),  the  distal  end 
of  which  is  imbedded  between  the  layers  of  the  membrana  tympani, 
to  which  it  is  tirmy  attached. 

Four  ligaments,  the  anterior,  superior,  external  -and  internal, 
serve  to  hold  the  malleus  in  position.  The  anteritir  is  attached  to  a 
groove  found  in  the  anterior  pt)rtion  of  the  neck  and  head,  its  other 
attachment  being  the  wall  of  the  Glaserian  fissure  and  anterior  wall 
of  the  tympanum,  surrounding  the  jirocessus  gracilis.  The  func- 
tion of  this  ligament  seems  to  be  to  limit  somewhat  the  motion  of 
the  malleus. 

The  superior  or  suspensory  ligament  is  attached  to  the  tym- 
panic roof  in  its  outer  porticm,  also  tt)  tlie  head  of  the  malleus.  Its 
function  seems  tc»  be  to  hold  the  malleus  firmly,  limiting  its  motion 
downward  and  outward. 

The  external  ligament  is  fan-shaped,  its  broader  attachment 
arising  from  the  margin  of  the  Rivinian  notch,  its  apex  from  the 
neck  of  the  malleus.  liy  these  attachments  outward  rotation  of  the 
manubrium  is  limited. 

The  internal  ligament  is  in  reality  the  sheath  of  the  tensor 
tympani  muscle  and  therefore  passes  from  the  processus  cochleari- 
formis  to  the  inner  surface  of  the  malleus  handle  around  the  at- 
tachment of  the  tensor  tympani  tendon,  its  function  being  to  limit 
the  outward  motion  of  the  handle  of  the  malleus. 

The  Incus  and  its  Ligaments. — The  incus  or  anvil  occupies  the 
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central  position  in  the  series,  its  upper  portion  assuming  the  form 
of  an  anvil,  and  is  made  up  of  a  body,  a  short  and  a  long  process. 
The  short  process  presents  rather  more  ihc  form  of  a  tubercle, 
beinjj  Somewhat  conical  in  sJiape,  and  its  tip  projects  beyond  the 
level  of  the  floor  of  the  adiius  ad  antrum  (Fig-  W.  B).  The  long 
process  passes  downward  and  backward,  parallel  with  but  at  a 
plane  deeper  than  that  of  tlie  malleus  handle,  terminating  in  its 
attachment  to  the  head  of  ihc  stapes,  the  joint  of  attachment  being 
known  as  the  incudostapedial  joint.  At  its  lower  portion  it  curves 
inward  in  order  to  unite  with  the  stapes.  The  long-  process  is  also 
known  as  the  lenticular  process.  The  incus  liganient  is  a  fibrous 
band  passing  from  the  posterior  extremity  of  the  short  process  to 
that  portion  of  the  tTmpanTr  watt  near  the  mastoid  antnim. 

The  Stapes  and  its  Ligaments. — The  remaining  os&iclc,  the 
stapes,  is  in  direct  communication  with  the  auditory  mechanism  by 
the  attachment  of  its  f()ot-pIatc  with  the  cavity  of  the  oval  window. 
The  general  form  of  the  stapes  is  quite  similar  to  that  of  a  stirntp, 
and  almost  the  entire  hone  is  submerged  in  the  pelvis  ovalis,  the 
head,  neck  and  a  small  portion  of  each  crus  sometimes  being  visible. 
The  stapes  assumes  an  oldique  position  in  the  oval  window,  its 
position  being  nearer  to  the  posterior  and  inferior  walls  of  the  fossa. 
.■Xdhcsions  occasionally  form  between  the  posterior  wall  and  the 
nearby  stapedial  crus.  Various  forms  of  adhesions,  in  fact,  are 
found  in  this  vicinity.     These  are  pathological. 

Surrounding  the  foot-plate  of  the  stapes  and  ronhning  it  in 
position  in  the  oval  window  is  a  ligament  known  as  the  stapedio- 
vestibular  ligament. 

The  remaining  ossicular  ligaments  are  of  the  capsular  variety, 
[covering  the  articular  surfaces  of  these  bones. 

The  Intratympanic  Muscles. — Two  muscles  are  found  in  the 
tjTnpanic  cavity,  the  slaf<cdius  and  the  leusor  tymfani.  The  first 
^originates  in  the  interior  of  the  pyramid,  through  the  apex  of 
H  which  its  tendon  passes  to  be  inserted  into  the  neck  of  the  stapes. 
This  muscle  receives  its  nerve  supply  from  a  branch  of  the  facial, 
and  it  acts  upon  the  head  of  the  stapes  by  causing  the  bone  to  make 
pressure  upon  the  contents  of  the  vestibule. 

The  tensor  tympani  muscle,  larger  than  the  stapedius,  lies  in 

I  a  lK>ny  canal,  running  parallel  to  the  Eustachian  tube.  It  arises 
from  the  cartilage  of  the  Eustachian  tube,  and  from  the  surface  of 
the  great  wing  of  the  sphenoid,  some  fibres  also  ari.<iing  from  the 
walls  of  its  own  canal.  Its  tendon  passes  round  the  processus 
cochleariformis  on  the  posterior  tympanic  wall,  then  turns  outward 
into  the  tympanum,  which  it  crosses  io  become  attached  to  the 
inner  surface  of  the  malleus  handle  just  a  little  below  the  level  of 
the  processus  brevis. 

It  receives  its  nerve  supply  from  the  motor  root  of  the  fifth 

nerve.    This  muscle  has  the  power  lo  make  traction  inward  upon 

^tbe  malleus,  thus  controlling  the  tension  of  the  membrana  tympani. 

■  ^       Blood-supply  of  the  Middle  Ear. — Tympanic  branches  from  the 

internal  maxillary  and  internal  carotid  arteries,  also  from  the  stylo- 
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mastoid  branch  of  the  posterior  auricular  artery,  the  petrosal 
branch  of  the  middle  meningeal,  together  with  a  small  branch  of 
the  ascending  pharyngeal,  furnish  the  blood-supply  of  the  middle 
ear. 

The  distribution  of  the  veins  of  the  middle  ear  is  such  that  the 
venous  blood  escapes  into  the  superior  petrosal  sinus,  the  lateral 
sinus,  the  internal  jugular  vein,  the  temporomaxillary  vein  and  the 
pharyngeal  veins,  while  a  few  small  veins  pass  upward  through  the 
tegmen  to  communicate  with  those  of  the  tlura  mater. 

The  lymphatics  of  the  middle  ear  form  a  part  of  the  parotid 
and  posterior  auricular  lymphatics. 

The  chorda  tympani  is  the  nerve  seen  as  a  whitish  streak,  just 
below  the  posterior  fold  of  the  drum  membrane,  in  Prussack's 
space.  This  nerve  emerges  from  the  aquxductus  Fallopii  above  the 
eminencia  pyramidalis  and  it  crosses  the  tympanic  cavity  from 
behind  forward  between  the  long  process  of  the  incus  and  the 
handle  of  the  malleus.  Tt  leaves  the  tympanic  cavity  through  the 
Glaserian  fissure  to  join  the  lingual  branch  of  the  trigeminus, 
reaching  the  Glaserian  fissure  bv  the  posterior  fold  of  the  membrana 
flaccida  as  designated  above.  The  importance  of  this  exact  localiza- 
tion of  this  nerve  becomes  evident  during  some  of  the  intratym- 
panic  operations  to  he  hereafter  described.  Its  severance  impairs 
the  sense  of  taste  of  the  injured  side. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

DISEASES  or  THE  MIDDLE  EAR. 
(Conliuufd.) 

Tbe  most  satisfactory  classification  of  middle-ear  diseases  is 
obtained  by  adoptin}^  a.  pathological  ba^sis. 

Primarily,  wc  divide  the  diseases  of  the  middle  ear  into  those 
which  are  bacterial  and  into  those  which  are  non-bacterial  in 
origin.  The  non-bacierial  diseases  of  the  middle  ear  arc  known  as 
"carairhal,"  and  tho&e  of  bacterial  origin  we  tlesignate  as  inflam- 
mations. The  latter  are  the  lesions  which  result  from  the  invasion 
of  micro-organisms;  the  former — the  catarrhal — are  due  to  the 
mechanical  effects  [)rutiuced  by  claswrc  of  ihe  Eustachian  tubes. 
Both  the  catarrhal  and  the  inflammatory  groups  of  middle-car 
diseases  are  divi-tibk-  Into  acute,  subacute  and  chronic  types  of 
middle-ear  disease.  Incidentally  it  is  In  be  noted  that  the  chronic 
catarrhal  type  of  otitis  media  is  distinctly  different  from  another 
chronic  middle-ear  disease,  viz.,  otosclerosis. 

ACUTE  MIDDLE.EAR  CATARRH. 

Etiology  and  Pathology. — 'L"he  pathological  changes  in  this 
condition  arc  largely  confined  to  the  pharyngeal  portions  of  the 
Eustachian  tube.  There  are  few  pathulogical  changes  in  the  struc- 
ture of  the  middle-ear  spaces.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  tube 
becomes  reddened  and  swollen,  the  Tnl»c  Uimcii  narmwcd  or 
closed.  The  result  of  this  closure  of  the  lumen  of  the  Eustachian 
tube  is  a  retraction  of  the  nicnibrana  tyinpani.  This  ts  a  common 
clinical  observation.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  middle  ear 
seems  to  have  the  property  of  absorbing  the  air  contained  in  the 
middle-ear  spaces  (Boeningliaus).  With  the  lumen  of  the  tube 
closed  by  catarrhal  swelling,  this  faculty  of  air  absorption  in  the 
middle  ear  causes  a  negative  pressure  in  the  middle-car  spaces,  and 
the  air  pressure  in  the  externa]  auditory  canal  forces  the  drum 
inward  toward  the  promontory  in  an  effort  to  establish  compensa- 
tion. 

Regarding  the  air  absorption  within  the  tympanic  cavity,  tittle 
is  known.  Bezold  regards  it  of  similar  nature  to  the  air  changes 
which  take  place  in  the  lungs.  Korner,  on  the  other  hand,  regards 
the  faculty  a^  similar  to  the  absorption  of  air  which  talces  place  in 
cases  of  pneumothorax,  where  the  air  is  absorbed  by  the  pleura. 
The  air  is  taken  up  according  to  this  authority  by  the  lymph  spaces 
in  the  mucous  membrane.  When  the  air  ahsorptinn  continues,  the 
drum  membrane  is  drawn  inward  (Tig.  ^f>).  and  this  process  con- 
tinues until  the  elasticity  of  the  drum  has  reached  its  limit.  The 
lendcncv  to  vacuum  formation  continuing,  a  hyperemia   of  the 
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mucous  membrane. (Fig.  106)  results,  from  which  a  transudate 
finally  flows  into  the  tympanic  cavity  (Fig.  I(M). 

'J'hc  quantity  of  transudate  which  is  exuded  is  commensurate 
with  the  amount  of  negative  pressure  within  the  tyniiranic  cavity, 
and  its  formation  ceases  when  this  negative  pressure  has  been 
balanced. 

'i'Ue  transudate  is  wlerilc,  it  having  been  examined  by  Schcibc 
(1892).  Brieger  (1896).  Launois  (IS'X)).  Kiimmel  (1906),  and  found 
to  contain  no  micro-organisms.  Therefore,  we  class  these  cases 
with  the  non-bacterial  involvements  i>f  the  middle  car.  The  sudden 
closure  of  the  Eustachian  lube  which  is  characteristic  of  catarrh  of 
the  Eustachian  tube  and  tympanic  cavity  is  immediately  followed 
by  diminished  hearing,  tinnitus  and  a  sensation  of  fullness  or  stuffi- 
ness in  the  ear». 


Fig.  lOi.— Sliowing  early 
stAgc  of  serous  traDSUttntc 
latu  the  tympjiDic  c^ivity  as 
a  result  of  an  nttack  of 
acute  c»tarrhBl  otitis  media. 
(FMUy  iKhcmMiC.) 


Flsr.  105. -Con- 
giritcd  blood-«s- 
«3U  nlong  tlic  Udc 
vt  til.;  mullvus  tiiiD- 
dle.  The  drum 
motobfAD*  Is  ro> 
tracted. 


FiiC.  106. —  Hyperemia  of 
tbe  blood-veswls  of  the  drain 
membrane  duriag  tba  «-ir)y 
stase  of  a  c  It  t  e  caurrhal 
otitis  media.  Note  the  re- 
Iractluu  which  i*  chAractvr- 
istk  of  this  dbease 


Symptoms.^ Pain  is  sometimes  present  but  is  never  severe. 
Patients  are  prone  to  point  to  the  region  of  the  tonsil  as  the  seat 
of  pain,  probably  on  account  of  the  involvement  of  the  Eustachian 
lube. 

The  alTection  is  more  pronounced  in  children  who  have  chronic 
rhinitis  or  are  affected  with  adenoid  vegetations  and  hypcrtrophied 
tonsils, 

In  childhood  the  disease  is  often  overlooked  and  usually 
neglected.  It  is  only  after  tlic  lapse  of  time,  as  the  loss  of  hearing 
becomes  gradually  apparent  to  the  parents  or  teachers,  that  the 
condition  is  brought  under  obscrx-alion,  and  by  this  time  it  may 
have  progressed  into  one  of  the  chronic  catarrhal  forms. 

L'pon  examination,  the  hearing  mav  be  found  much  impaired. 
When  much  impaired  the  whispered  vuicc  is  apprehvnded  at  hut  a 
short  distance,  or  only  at  the  conclia.  While  the  deafness  is  a  char- 
acteristic  symptom,  the  power  for  sound  perception  varies  widely 
in  diflcrent  cahcs.  .^t  times  the  patient  hears  almost  normally,  and 
at  other  times  he  is  exceedinglv  deaf. 

Adults  complain  of  a  feeling  of  "fullness*^  in  the  afTeetcd  car 
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[and  pressure  within  the  head,  usually  camhincd  with  tinnitus 
aurium.  The  tinnitus  is  characterized  as  deeply  pitched,  is  not  of 
strong  quaUty,  and  often  is  only  ob3>c'rvcd  by  the  patient  during 
the  evening  hmirs.    More  rarely  it  is  loud  and  clicking  in  character. 

Autophonia,  by  which  is  implied  a  peculiar  loud  resonance  to 
one's  own  voice,  is  sometimes  a  most  annoying  symptom.  During 
the  exudative  stage  the  movement  of  the  fiuid  within  the  tympanic 
cavity  evokes  variations  in  the  hearing  function,  t)ic  hearing  being 
worse  when  the  patient  is  in  the  recumbent  position.  This,  in  brief, 
constitutes  the  clinical  picture. 

Course. — .\s  the  causative  factor  becomes  eliminated,  that  is, 
when  the  coryza,  the  rliinitis,  cpipharj-ngitJs,  etc.,  abate,  the 
catarrhal  condition  in  tlie  middle  ear  and  lube  gradually  .«ul>- 
sides,  except  amrmg  children  with  adeni)iils  or  where  the  nasal 
condition  of  "cold"  is  fiuasi-pcrmnncnt,  in  which  event  the  tubal 


Fig.  107.  — SUuwlnjt 
flipper  level  *>(  tympanic 
tniiiaud:ite.   Drum  mem- 
braae  retracted.  * 


FfK.  10«.-Air  bub- 
bles in  the  tympAnIc 
transudate,  fullowiiit; 
infl.iUun.  (Partly  sche- 
matic.) 


Fig.  100.  —  Cli,iiij{«  ia 
the  level  of  the  fluid  In- 
chiccd  by  tipping  the  pa- 
tlvnt'»  htad  backward. 
(I'ltrtly  scbematlc.) 


and  middle-car  catarrh  often  persists  fur  months  and  even  years, 
until  linally  physiological  involution  of  the  adenoid  tissue  takes 
place  at  puberty,  and  then,  if  the  changes  in  the  middle  car 
have  not  become  permanent,  the  catarrhal  otitis  subsides. 
Generally,  however,  irreparable  damage  has  been  done  the  hearing 
apparatus  by  permanent  changes  in  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
middle  ear,  and  so  fortunate  a  result  as  spontaneous  recovery  does 
not  occur.  Rupture  of  the  drum  meml)rane  does  not  occur  in 
uncomplicated  otitis  media  of  ihc  catarrhal  form,  inasmuch  as  the 
exudate  is  only  compensatory  and  invariably  non-bacterial. 

The  appearance  of  the  drum  membrane  varies  with  the  stage 
of  the  disease.  Soon  after  the  onset  it  presents  a  reddish  tint.  It 
is  retracted;  the  concavity  distorts  tlic  light  reflex,  and  a  patho- 
logical fold  running  from  a  point  behind  and  below  the  processus 
brevis  toward  the  posterior  drum  margin  becomes  evident.  Shrap- 
nell'.s  membrane  is  usually  drawn  inward,  and  presents  a  second 
light  reflex— a  pathological  finding — at  its  point  of  greatest  con- 
cavity. The  malleus  handle  inclines  toward  the  promontory,  ap- 
pearing foreshortened.  The  processus  brevis  is  usually  sharply 
outlined.    The  bIwd-vcsscU  of  the  drum  arc  injected,  especially 
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about  the  malleus  handle  ('''K-  '05 1.  The  reddish  tinge  of  the 
drum  is  due  tu  the  hypcremic  coiidiiion  <if  the  mucous  membrane 
in  the  tympanic  cavity,  including  the  mucous  membrane  layer  of 
the  drum  itself  (Fig.  106). 

When  the  transudate  has  formed,  a  transverse  line  uf  demarka- 
tion  becomes  visible  on  the  drum  surface,  denoting  Uie  upper  level 
of  tlic  fluid  in  the  tympanic  cavity  (I'iK-  I07l  1  here  is  ito  bulging 
of  the  drum  meiubrane  in  the  catarrhs  of  the  middle-car  spaces, 
because  the  Buid  collects  only  to  the  extent  of  compcn&ating^  the 
negative  air  pressure. 

Diagnosis. — The  diagnosis  is  based  upon  the  otoscopic  findings 
described  above  and  this  is  substantiated  by  catheierizaiion  of  the 


Fig.  110. — Lateral  vi«w  oi  tlic  tympanum,  showing  air  bubbles 
in  the  tr:)i)»udatc.     (Tartly  schemntic.) 

affected  car  and  interpreting  the  auscultation  sounds  thus  obtained 
(Fig.  108).  The  level  of  the  transudate  will  be  found  to  have 
changed  after  inflation,  or,  upon  changing  the  position  of  the 
patient's  head  (Fig-  10l')i  and,  in  addition,  air  bubbk-s  arc  often 
noted  (Fig.  UO). 

Hoenninghaus  notes  that  in  these  cases  postrhinoscopic  ex- 
amination will  often  show  the  pharyngeal  orifice  of  the  Eustachian 
tube  narrowed,  having  a  somewhat  yellowish  lingc  against  the 
surrounding  red  of  the  pharyngeal  vault.  Often  the  tubal  orifice 
is  covered  with  secretions,  and,  where  inflamed  adenoid  tissue  is 
present  (in  children  especially),  there  may  be  purulent  exudate  in 
the  pharynx. 

In  conclusion,  the  acute  and  subacute  stages  of  acute  catarrhal 
otitis  media  are  variations  in  the  degree  of  involvement  rather  than 
of  kind,  and  the  extent  of  the  involvement  indicates  either  an 
isolated  tubal  catarrh,  or,  what  is  a  much  more  common  observa- 
tion, a  tubal  catarrh  combined  with  varying  degrees  of  catarrh  of 
the  middle  car. 
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Prognosis.— rrognosis  is  favorable  whenever  each  attack  is 
promptly  relieved  by  apjjropriaie  irt-atiiicnt,  IjuI  procrastinalion  in 
treatment,  or  indltTcrcnce  as  to  tlic  serious  effects  which  are  pro- 
duced by  repeated  attacks  often  result  in  tlie  chronic  form  of  the 
disease,  and  permanent  damage  may  he  reached  during  childhood. 

Treatment. — Having  ascertained  the  nature  of  the  immediate 
cause  of  an  attack  uf  acute  catarrhal  otitis  media,  the  plan  of  treat- 
ment adopted  should  aim  both  to  ameliorate  or  cure  the  primary 
affection  and  to  rcslore  ihc  paiency  of  the  F-usIachian  tube. 

The  treatment  of  inflammations  of  the  nasopharyngeal  mucosa 
is  fully  dc^^cribcd  in  the  ch.iptcrs  covering  these  topics  wherein 
emphasis  is  given  to;  {a)  internal  medication — cathartics,  elimina- 
tives,  vasomotor  constrictors,  etc.  (b)  Local  treatment  of  the 
nasopharj'nx:  cleansing  sprays,  soothing  emollient  applications, 
anesthetic  and  vasomotor  stimulants.  <rj  Surgical:  the  correcti'm 
of  abnormalities  and  deformities  and  the  removal  ui  adventitious 
tissues  whether  hypertrophied  turbinates,  mucous  polypi,  adenoids, 
hypcrtrophicd  tonsils  or  new  growihs. 

Ventilation  of  the  Eustachian  tube  and  tympanic  cavity  is  of 
Stilt  j^reater  immediate  importance,  for  herein  lies  the  only  means 
of  affording  relief  from  the  distressing  symptoms  and  nf  shi)rlcning 
the  course  of  the  disease.  Of  the  approved  methods  nf  tubal  infla- 
tion the  catheter  is  the  most  cfTcctive  for  this  condition,  inasmuch 
as  an  oft-repeated  am!  prolonged  application  of  the  air  douche  is 
necessary.     (See  Chapter  VIH.) 

.•\s  a  preliminary  to  calhcterization  the  nose  and  nasopharynx 
should  be  relieved  of  all  accumulations  of  secretion  and  so  far  as 
possible  made  clean  In  order  to  minimize  the  danger  o!  forcing  any 
pathogenic  material  into  the  deep  portions  of  tlic  lube  or  tympanic 
cavity.  An  application  of  a  solution  of  cocaine  2  per  cent,  in 
adrenalin  1 :  5000  along  the  floor  of  the  nares  and  about  the  orifice 
of  the  Eustachian  lube  serves  the  double  purpose  of  reducing  the 
swelling  of  the  soft  tissues  and  facilitating  the  introduction  of  the 
catheter. 

In  children  the  removal  of  adenoids  and  hypertrophied  tonsils 
often  terminates  the  attacks  of  acute  catarrhal  otitis  media  without 
fttrther  treatment.  The  adenoid  operation  should  never  be  per- 
formed during  an  acute  attack.  .-Vfter  the  removal  of  the  adenoids 
the  air  douche  should  be  continued  for  some  time,  until  all  signs  of 
the  disease  have  disappeared.  One  nf  the  chief  benefits  of  the 
various  operations  for  the  relief  of  intranasal  obstruction  lies  in  Ihc 
fact  that  a  prominent  contributing  cause  of  acute  and  chronic 
catarrh  of  tlie  middle  ear  is  at  the  same  lime  eliminated. 
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CHRONIC  MIDDLE-EAR  CATARRH. 

Etiology. — The  tissue  clianges  involving  the  tympanic  cavity 
and  Eustacliian  tube  in  chronic  catarrhal  otitis  media  are  of  such  a 
nature  that  they  result  in  the  production  of  new  connective-tissue 
elements.  These  changes  may  result  either  from  a  long-continued 
inflammatory  process  or  from  a  succession  of  acute  attacks.  These 
are  usually  traced  to  childhood  and  young  adult  life,  during  which 
attacks  of  inflammation  of  the  nasopharyngeal  mucosa  attended 
with  tubotympanitis,  catarrhal  or  purulent,  liave  been  allowed  to 
exist  without  proper  treatment. 

It  is  often  possible  to  determine  a  predisposing  tendency  in  the 
form  of  intranasal  diseases  and  deformities,  or  affections  of  the 
pharynx  and  fauces  wiiich  serve  as  tlie  primary  factor  in  the 
development  of  tliis  condition.  Chronic  affections  of  the  nose  and 
nasopharynx  extending  to  the  middle  car  through  the  Eustachian 
tube;  adenoid  vegetations  in  the  vault  of  the  i)harynx;  hyperplasia 
and  bony  enlargement  of  the  turbinal  bones;  deflections  of  the 
nasal  septum ;  chronic  pharyngitis,  all  of  which  render  the  nose  and 
nasopharynx  liable  to  frequent  attacks  of  acute  inflammation  with 
or  without  marked  infection,  tend  tu  produce  tubal  inflammation. 
Prolonged  tubal  ol>struction  materially  aft'ects  the  tissues  of  the 
tympanic  cavity,  and.  by  producing  improper  aeration  of  the  cavity, 
materially  aids  in  the  development  of  tissue  changes  there. 

In  young  children  diseased  lymphoid  tissue  in  the  vault  of  the 
pharynx  is  the  most  prolific  source,  not  only  of  acute  and  subacute 
catarrhal  attacks,  but  finally  of  the  development  of  chronic  catarrhal 
middle-ear  disease. 

We  find,  therefore,  the  chief  etiological  factors  to  be  (I)  chronic 
inflammations  and  obstructive  lesions  of  tiic  nose  and  nasopharynx 
extending  to  the  middle  ear  througli  the  Eustachian  tube  (diseased 
lymphoid  tissue,  hypcrtrophied  tonsils,  hypertrophied  turbinal 
bones,  deflected  septa,  and  chronic  pharyngitis')  ;  (2)  chronic  tubal 
catarrh  extending  to  tlie  tympanic  cavity;  (3)  recurring  and  per- 
sistent acute  inflammations  of  the  rhinopliarynx. 

Pathology. — The  mucous  membrane  of  the  tympanic  cavity  Js 
changed  in  cliaracter  because  of  an  addition  to  its  connective-tissue 
elements.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  Eustachian  tube  is 
similarly  afTcctcd.  The  mucous  membrane  usually  becomes  thick- 
ened, and  in  addition  there  is  a  tendency  toward  the  formation  of 
adhesive  hands.  In  tlie  Eustacliian  tube  there  is  a  tendency  toward 
stricture  because  the  apposed  walls  of  the  tube,  especially  at  the 
tubal  isthmus,  become  eroded,  and  adticsions  take  place.     Finally, 
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a  thick  glairy  mucous  exudate  may  cover  the  membrane.  This 
latier  is  often  ahsfiU. 

Symptomatology. — The  development  of  the  disease  is  slow  and 
insidious,  and  until  some  marked  svnipiom  such  as  tinnitus  or  an 
appreciable  deafness  appears  patients  may  be  entirely  unaware  of 
its  existence.  Pain  or  fullness  of  the  ears  usually  occurs  only  during 
the  acute  exacerbations.  Slight  indefinite  sensations  of  i>ain  also 
occur  during  the  intercurrent  subaculc  exacerbation?.  The  two 
most  prominent  symptoms  are  a  gradually  incrcasinji  deafness,  and 
tinnitus.  The  tinnitus  does  not  always  appear  early  in  the  disease, 
but  when  it  is  present  it  clearly  indicates  to  the  individual  that 
some  functional  intratympanic  disturbance  exists.  It  is  usually 
intermittent,  hut  may  become  constant  and  evoke  great  discomfort 
and  nervous  depression. 

There  is  no  uniformity  in  the  decrease  in  the  hearing  power. 
Extensive  changes  may  take  place,  in  certain  localities  unattended 
by  a  marked  decrease  in  audition.  <.ln  the  contrary  in  localities 
essential  to  the  hearing  facviUy  coinparatively  slight  tissue  changes 
may  seriously  interfere  wiih  the  hcarini^  function.  The  disease 
shows  a  tendency  to  progress  more  in  a  series  of  consecutive  exacer- 
bations than  as  a  steady  progressive  advancement.  The  loss  nf  hear- 
ing frequently  shows  varying  modifications,  one  of  the  chief  being 
f'aracttsis  WUtisU.  or  a  manifest  increase  of  the  hearing  power  iu  the 
presence  of  extreme  noises.  This  has  been  described  by  Roosa  and 
others  as  "boilcrmakcrs*  deafness."  the  plienomcnon  beinfj  explained 
by  some  writers  as  resulting  from  more  or  less  rigidity  of  the 
ossicular  chain,  with  contraction  of  the  tensor  tympani  nmscle. 
This  peculiarity  of  hearing  is  always  indicative  of  a  rather  grave 
form  of  the  disease,  with  an  unfavorable  prognosis.  Occasionally 
individuals  complain  of  painful  sensations  when  in  the  presence 
of  loud  noises  (dysacousia.  dysacousis).  Deafness  may  be  either 
unilateral  or  bilateral  during  the  early  staejcs.  but  eventually  both 
ears  succumb  lo  the  catarrhal  process.  When  the  tissue  changes 
have  resulted  from  a  former  purulent  process  the  affection  may 
remain  unilateral.  At  any  stage  the  deafnes*;  is  agpravaled  by 
physical  exhaustion,  worryj  damp  weather,  and  the  impairment  of 
the  general  health. 

A  common  symptom  is  described  as  a  sensation  of  fullness  and 
intratympanic  pressure  which  is  due  to  the  partial  closure  of  the 
Eustachian  tube.  The  discomfort  is  marked.  In  other  instances 
certain  sounds  are  heard  with  more  clearness  than  others.  Some- 
times this  is  the  human  voice,  and  at  other  limes  metallic  clicks  or 
noises  in  general,  while  the  human  voire  seems  to  he  more  or  less 
indistinct.  The  patient's  own  voice  at  limes  appears  to  him  altered 
either  in  pitch  or  in  character,  often  sounding  extremely  loud.  or.  on 
the  contrary,  is  heard  with  extreme  difficulty  and  as  though  coming 
from  a  long  distance;  the  latter  symptom  is  termed  autfiphnny. 
Patients  usually  hear  better  and  feel  freer  from  their  symptoms 
during  clear,  drj-  than  during  moist,  humid  weather. 

Other  subjective  symptoms,  such  as  the  hearing  of  sounds 
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twice  repeated  or  echoed,  with  alterations  in  intensity  or  pitch,  ai 
known  as  paracusis  dtif>iicata  or  tltfiacusis.  These  symptoms  arc  more 
easily  delined  when  but  one  car  is  involved  and  wlicn  llic  patient  is 
musically  educated,  as  then  ihe  n»prnial  plich  as  disiinj^uished  in 
the  healthy  ear  will  be  fuund  altered  wlien  the  >ame  fork  is  applied 
to  the  diseased  one.  This  has  sometimes  been  termed  false  hiaring, 
especially  when  the  alterations  are  j-ufficient  to  be  a  source  <>f  dis- 
comfort and  annoyance  to  the  pntieni.  The  term  "false  hearing" 
uT  "pscudoacousma"  is  applied  to  this  symptom  when  it  is  extremely 
well  marked. 

Tinnitus. — Tinnitus  is  variable  both  in  constancy  and  charac- 
ter; hence,  it  becomes  most  difficult  to  adequately  describe  it.  Tin- 
nitus is  a  marked  symptom  of  lahyriiithine  disease  and  of  various 
intracranial  afTcctions.  The  tinnitus  of  chrunic  catarrhal  otitis 
medi.i  is  rather  superficial  and  the  patients  do  not  usually  refer 
to  it  as  deep-seated  or  within  the  head.  It  may  partake  of  a  ringing, 
clicking  character,  or  it  may  sound  like  the  escape  of  steam,  or  ihc 
humming  of  ^^casliells.  in  the  acute  and  subacute  stages  of  the 
disease  the  clicking  variety  of  tinnitus  often  indicates  an  obstruction 
of  the  r.ustachian  tiil>e  of  stilTirient  density  lo  demand  enerj^etic 
measures  of  relief.  This  refers  to  siriclurcs  and  adhesions.  Tinni- 
tus many  times  is  the  tirst  and  only  sympiom  complained  of  by 
patients  suffering  from  clin^nic  catarrhal  otitis  media  even  before 
the  loss  of  hearing  is  sufficient  to  interfere  with  audition  in  any 
marked  way.  The  tinnitus  is  usually  more  marked  at  night  anrl 
under  appropriate  Ircatinent  it  may  subside  or  disappear  altotjctlier. 
The  proportion  of  people  in  general  who  sufTer  from  tinnitus  and 
from  partial  or  complete  one-sided  deafness  is  ciimparatively  large, 
and  many  times  a  severe  attack  of  tinnitus  is  the  lirst  warning  of 
approaching  deafness. 

At  times  vertigo,  with  or  without  disturbance  of  equilibrium, 
becomes  a  symptom  of  chronic  catarrhal  otitis  media,  although 
as  a  rule  aural  vertigo  results  from  some  diseased  condition  in  the 
labyrinth.  \N  hen  present  the  vertigo  is  usually  attributed  to  altera- 
tion of  intralabyrinihinc  pressure,  and  it  is  believed  that  this  may 
be  brought  about  as  the  result  of  pressure  upon  the  stapes  and 
the  round  window  by  an  afcunntlation  of  fluid  in  the  tympanic 
cavity.  The  slight  vertigo  occurring  as  the  result  of  chronic  otitis 
media  must  not  in  any  way  be  associated  with  those  forms  nf 
vertigo  ordinarily  described  as  aural  vertigo  and  Meniere's  symptom- 
complex. 

Symptoms  of  intratv-mpanic  pressure  are  occasionally  of  suffi- 
cient severity  to  give  rise  to  actual  unilateral  headache.  All  these 
symptoms  in  the  later  stages,  especially  in  hypersensitive  subjects, 
manifest  a  decided  tendency  lo  the  production  of  nerve  depression 
and  despondency. 

The  Otoscopic  PitTi'RE. — Marked  changes  in  the  drum  mem- 
brane arc  not  always  intlirative  of  relatively  extensive  changes 
within  the  tympanum,  nor  do  they  necessarily  impair  the  hearing 
function;  on  the  other  hand,  extensive  intratympanic  changes,  and 
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much  diminution  of  audition  may  be  present  with  a  comparatively 
healthy  looking  and  normal  appearing  'Jrura.  As  a  rule,  however, 
in  such  cases  the  drum  will  be  i\miid  to  have  lost  some  of  its  normal 
luitre,  and  unless  alrnphic  changes  have  taken  place  other  evidences 
of  thickenings  or  adhesions  will  be  found  in  aV  least  certain  portions 
of  its  surface.  From  the  nature  of  the  disease,  interfering  as  it  does 
with  the  function  of  the  Eustachian  tube,  retraction  of  the  drum 
membrane  is  to  be  expected  ( l"ig-  111).  In  the  earlier  stages  ihc 
gross  appearance  reveals,  in  addition  to  the  retraction,  more  or  less 
congestion,  which  is  n:ost  marked  along^  the  manubrium  (I'^ig. 
105 1.  Not  infref|uently  the  retraction  becomes  so  marked  as  to 
change  the  normal  position  of  the  handle  of  the  malleus  by  forcing 
it  inward  sometimes  until  it  comes  into  contact  with  the  prom- 
ontory (Fig.  112).  I'ncier  these  circumstances  the  liaiidle  tjf  the 
malleus  appears  foreshortened,  occasionally  to  such  a  degree  as  to 
appear  almost  hi')rixontal. 


Fig.   MI. — Drum  iiu-ni- 
liraiie  rrtm(.i<-(). 


Fig.  I lJ.~\[alkus  handle 
fortsh<.'nciiccl. 


The  light  rctlc.x  will  be  found  to  be  altered  from  the  normal 
{I'ig.  l\2u  Often  the  reflex  is  double  and  the  color  of  the  drum 
Is  usually  paler  than  normal  imlcss  it  is  so  thin  that  the  reddened 
mucous  membrane  within  is  seen  through  it.  The  retractton  of  the 
dnim  membrane  bring-s  the  short  process  and  often  the  malleus 
handle  into  sharp  outline.  The  appearance  of  the  pathological 
anterior  and  posterior  folds  is  pathognomonic. 

in  certain  cases  during  the  later  stages,  when  the  patient  has 
been  subjected  to  over-inflation,  the  drum  will  be  found  relaxed,  a 
multiple  Hgbt  reflex  being  indicative  of  this  condition. 

Atrophy  is  usually  present  during  some  of  the  stages,  and  as  a 
result  the  Iranslucency  of  the  drum  reveals  to  the  eye  the  outlines 
of  ihe  promontory,  the  descending  process  of  the  incus  (iMg.  11.^), 
the  incudost  ape  dial  articulation,  and  occasionally  the  crura  of  the 
stapes. 

As  the  le.sion  gradually  progresses  evidences  of  infiltration  in 
the  form  of  opacities  make  their  appearance.  These  usually  first 
appear  in  the  form  of  crescents  near  the  periphery  ( Fig".  1 12) ;  occa- 
sionally, however,  patches  of  opacity  appear  near  the  umbo.  The 
light  reflex  becomes  less  marked,  less  regular  in  form,  and  may 
finally  disappear  altogether.     Occasionally  a  light  reflex  may  be 
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observed  In  almost  any  portion  of  the  drum.  Calcareous  dcpoisits 
in  llic  drum  of  varying  sizes  and  sliapcs  arc  occasionally  iiecn 
(I-ig-IH). 

Whenever  contraction  of  Shrapncll's  membrane  takes  place 
the  short  process  becomes  apparently  more  prominent,  with  a 
marked  depression  atove  (Fig.  30).  Sclerosis  of  the  drum  may  in 
time  become  so  extensive  as  to  iinally  result  in  tlie  obliteration  of 
the  smooth.  kI'^i*^"'"^'.  external  surface,  and  also  to  completely 
obscure  the  outlines  of  the  malleus  handle,  at  the  same  time  causing 
the  anterior  and  posterior  folds  to  disappear. 

The  outlines  of  the  old  but  healed  perforations  sometimes 
obscned  bear  evidences  of  former  suppuration  (Fig.  115). 

Examination  of  the  mcmlirana  tympani  is  never  complete  until 
its  ntot'iiity  has  been  determined.  I'or  this  purpose  jionie  form  of 
suction  apparatus  is  employed  to  determine  just  what  portion  of 


Ptg.  113.  —  Atrophic 
dram  m«nit)r.inr,Nliow 
log  shatluw  of  tliolong 

firncess  of  t  he  1  acufi,  1  he 
acutliiwtiipeiliii]  artk'u* 
Iftllcn  HDil  tbc  niund 
wloduw. 


Piff.  lU.— Retrac- 
tion t>(  the  drum 
iDUDtiraDe  with  cal- 
careoBS  plagues. 


PiR.  11.S.— Larice 

prrfuraliun  healed 
over  wiih  a  thin 
layer  of  tisNuc. 


the  drum  is  held  down  by  adhesions.  The  manubrium  should  also 
be  carefully  tested  in  the  same  manner  and  its  mobility  determined. 
The  tension  of  Ihc  drum  at  .-iuch  examination  should  tie  compared 
with  thai  which  obtains  under  normal  conditions,  and  both  rare- 
faction and  compression  of  the  air  in  the  external  auditory  canal 
are  ncces^^ary  to  properly  ascertain  these  data.  Mormal  mobility 
may  he  present  over  certain  areas  and  absent  in  others,  and  deep 
dcpressi<ms  may  be  found  at  spots  where  the  firmest  adhesions 
have  taken  place  (Fig.  116). 

The  actual  conditions  present  in  the  Eustachian  tube  are  ascer- 
tained by  inllation,  catheterization,  the  employment  of  the  auscul- 
tation tube  and  the  bougie.  The  patency,  of  the  F.ustachian  tube  is 
not  always  clearly  shown  by  the  appearance  of  the  drum  membrane 
after  Politzerization,  but  the  character  of  the  sounds  produced 
when  air  is  forced  into  the  Kustachian  tube  through  a  catheter  and 
transmitted  to  the  car  of  the  observer  has  marked  diagnostic  value. 
Under  normal  conditions  a  soft,  smooth,  low-pitched,  blowing  noise 
is  heard>  indicative  of  a  patulous  and  unobstructed  tube.    When, 
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however,  a  high-pitched,  rough  or  crackling  sound  is  heard,  or  if 
the  brtiil  is  ohscurc  or  almost  entirely  absent,  some  form  of  tul>al 
obstruction  is  present.  Tubal  uhstniction  when  unas»ociatcd  with 
extensive  tissue  changes  in  the  tympanic  caviiy  i«  considered 
favorable  so  far  as  restoration  of  hearing  is  concerned,  while 
marked  patency  of  the  luhc  with  advanced  deafness  indicates  an 
unfavorable  prognosis. 

A  variety  of  functional  tests  (see  Chapter  IV)  to  determine  the 
character  and  cxtcni  i>(  deafness  are  enipluycd;  some  of  these  give 
definite  diagnostic  data,  and  others  arc  usicful  fur  differential 
<iiagnostic  purposes.  1"he  tests  recommended  and  outlined  in  the 
cxaminatitm  chart  (Fig.  9)  will  usually  be  found  sufiicient  for  prac- 


Vtyi.  116. —  Lateral  view  nf  the  tymiKinii:  c.ivily,  with  key  |il;itc,  iMirlly 
scbcmaiii.-.  The  drum  membrane  is  much  retracteil  (1 )  and  the 
itifrhor  segment  (2^  ia  held  tirmiy  a<IItfrcin  to  the  internal  tympanic 
wall  by  innammatory  adhesions  (3). 


tical  purposes  and  a  diagnosis  is  possible  by  the  employment  of  a 
few  simple  tests.  It  is  advised  that  tests  for  distance  be  tried  first. 
fly  the  employment  of  the  whisper  and  the  acoumetcr,  the  Utter 
being-  mure  positive,  the  tests  for  distance  are  sufficiently  covered. 
T^e  watch  and  the  spoken  voice  may  be  adde<l.  Of  these  three 
methods  the  acoumeter  is  preferred,  as  neither  the  intensity  nor  the 
character  of  the  sound  produced  by  this  instrument  ever  varies,  a 
condition  which  does  not  obtain  when  cmjiloying  the  voice  or  the 
watch  as  a  test. 

Functional  tests  should  be  made  at  the  first  visit,  before  infla- 
tion is  attempted.  When  one  car  only  is  involved,  or  even  in  bilat- 
eral cases  where  marked  difiference  in  the  hearing  distance  is 
present,  the  Weber  Ics!,  in  which  a  vibrating  tunintr  fork  placed 
either  upon  the  vertex,  the  forehead  or  the  teeth  is  heard  best  in 
the  aflfected  ear.  Suffices  to  establish  a  deaf^c^s  due  to  interference 
with  the  conducting  apparatus,  except,  perhaps,  in  those  rare  cases 
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where,  late  in  the  course  of  the  disease.  ini[)airnicnc  of  the  auditory 
nerve  Ims  taken  place. 

The  other  tests,  the  Rinnc,  the  Schwabach,  are  then  carried  out. 
For  details  of  these  see  Chapter  I\'. 

Diagnosis. — Diagnosis  of  chronic  middle-ear  caiarrli  therefore 
depends  on  ihc  history  of  progressive  deafness  and  tinnitus,  of 
periodical  attacks  of  tubal  catarrh,  of  an  otoscopic  picture  showing 
retraction  and  sclerosis  of  the  mcnihrana  tym|>ani  with  occasimtal 
atruphic  areas,  change:,  in  the  character  and  position  of  tlie  liglil  rcitex, 
and  occasionally  calcareous  deposits.  Confirmator)'  evidence  is  fur- 
nislie<l  hy  the  eni(iloynient  of  the  hearing  tests  already  referred  ta 
(For  dewription  of  the  Holmes  nasopharyneosccnM;,  sec  I'ig.  1K».) 

Differential  Diagnosis. — The  disease  sTiould  be  differentiated 
from  otoselcrosis,  an  affection  which  is  characterized  by  progressive 
deafness,  running  its  course  without  evidence  of  catarrhal  symp- 
toms, and  independent  of  those  contributory  factors  fotmd  in 
the  nose,  ihr(»at  and  Kustachian  tube.  Affections  of  the  labyrinth 
differ  from  chronic  catarrhal  otitis  media  in  the  characteristic 
symptoms  of  vertigo  and  deep-seated  tinnitus  and  In  loss  of  the 
bone  conduction  of  sound,  the  latter  alone  indicating  disease  of  the 
sound-perception  apparatus. 

Prognosis. — The  prognosis  in  chronic  catarrhal  otitis  media 
depends  upon  the  nature  and  l<Ka1inn  «)f  the  tissue  changes,  the  age 
of  the  patient,  the  di-j^ree  of  deafness  present,  and  the  chronirity  of 
the  disease  itself.  The  disease  promises  a  more  favnrahic  prognnsis 
during  the  early  or  hypertrophic  stage,  also  when  occurring  as  the 
result  of  pathological  conditions  in  the  nose  and  nasophar}*nx.  and 
finally  when  the  disease  is  largely  conlined  to  the  limits  of  the 
Eustachian  tube.  Timely  institution  of  rational  treatment  in  the 
earlier  stages  renders  the  prognosis  more  favorable.  The  return  of 
normal  or  nearly  normal  hearing  may  be  expected  after  restoration 
of  norma!  cunditions  in  the  nusc  and  nasopharynx,  as  a  result  of 
removal  of  di-^eased  lymphoid  tissue  from  the  pharyngeal  vault, 
of  diseased  or  hypcrtrophtcd  turbinate  Hones  or  deflected  septa,  the 
radical  treatment  of  suppurating  accessory  sinuses,  and  by  the 
maintenance  of  normal  tubal  conditions. 

Intratympanic  adhesions,  extensive  sclerosis,  and  prolonged 
and  unvarying  deafness,  especially  when  occurring  with  but  slight 
tubal  involvement  or  intranasal  disease,  are  conditions  which  render 
the  prognosis  unfavorable. 

Symptoms  of  commencing  labyrinthine  involvement  are  always 
to  be  regarded  unfavorably,  and  little  Improvement  is  to  be  expected 
from  any  form  iif  trcatmeni  in  the  way  of  amelioration  of  deafness 
ia  such  cases. 

Treatment.— The  treatment  of  chronic  catarrhal  otitis  media 
should  be  based  not  only  upon  the  visible  signs  exhibited  upon 
examination  of  the  mcmbrana  tympani,  the  nose  and  nasopharynx 
and  ihe  Kustachian  tube,  together  with  a  complete  .series  of  func- 
tional tests,  but  also  upon  a  complete  general  physical  examination 
of  the  patient,  together  with  a  proper  supervbion  of  Uis  habits. 


F.«.  Ililft, 


rifl;.  llOj. — The  nasophiiryiigoscojic  devised  l>j  ITolincs'  and  illus- 
trate<l  above  marks  a  distinct  advance  in  the  exatniiiation,  diaKio^is.  and 
treatment  of  atiertifvjis  located  in  ami  around  ihe  pharyn^i^al  oriricc  of  the 
Enxcu'hiun  tnlic.  Hy  introdutiiia  the  'sl-oi>c  into  the  iioslnl  opposite  the 
lube  which  is  to  be  ins|iccted.  one  is  able  lo  ohuin  a  saiisfaciory  view  of 
the  entire  onlice  and  Burronndings.  The  ilhistratuins,  kindly  loaned  by 
Holmes,  arc  Gigiiilkatii  of  the  wsefuhiesB  of  this  instrunu-iit.  Tbc  iiislru- 
meiit  is  also  a^ailatIlo  for  examininfc  Ih*"  orifices  of  the  spbcnoidal  sintiwa 
and,  in  wnie  instances,  those  ot  the  posterior  ethmoidal  celts.  Further- 
more, it  may  be  emiiloyed  in  cx'iminiii^  tht-  larynx. 

Fig.  1 166.— Pharyngcat  opening  of  a  normal  Eustachian  tutu;. 

Fig.  llfic— Anatomicatty  con*lrictcd  lube.  (Chro«iic  cpipharyngitis 
and  salpingitis.) 

Fig.  lUirf,— Papillomn  attaehcd  to  the  posterior  superiur  wall  and 
aboni  otic-third  inch  from  ihir  orilice  of  the  lube. 

Fig,  Il6f. — Two  adenomatous  jjolyps  arising  within  thi-  tube.  Both 
lurlHiials.  much  hypertrophicd.  restmg  u|ion  the  mitcrior  lips  of  the  lube 
and  in  contact  with  (he  growths  within  the  lumen  of  the  tube. 
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occupation,  and  mode  of  life.  Should  examination  bring  to  light 
any  organic  disease,  either  of  the  nervous,  circulatory  or  glandular 
system,  or  those  of  a  more  general  character,  such  as  tuberculosis, 
syphilis,  diabetes,  Bright's  disease,  rheumatism,  gout,  or  digestive 
affections,  appropriate  and  vigorous  treatment  must  be  instituted 
to  combat  the  condition  found.  Proper  habits  of  rest  and  exercise 
should  be  insisted  upon,  and  excesses,  especially  in  the  use  of 
alcohol  and  tobacco,  interdicted. 

The  author  has  repeatedly  proven  by  observation  and  treat- 
ment of  hundreds  of  cases,  especially  in  early  life,  that  intranasal 
pathological  conditions  and  deformities  have  exercised  a  marked 
influence  upon  the  middle  ear.  Diseased  lymphoid  tissue  (adenoid 
vegetations  or  hyperplasia  of  Luschka's  tonsil)  ;  malformations  and 
hypertrophies  of  tlie  inferior  turbinate  bone;  cystic  enlargement  of 
the  middle  turbinate  bone,  with  or  without  polypi  (ethmoidal  sup- 
puration) ;  deflection  of  the  cartilaginous  and  bony  septum,  and 
chronic  atrophic  rhinitis  all  predispose  to  chronic  catarrhal  otitis 
media.  In  children  with  extensive  lymphoid  (adenoid)  tissue  in 
the  pharyngeal  vault  an  almost  constant  state  of  middle-ear  inflam- 
mation is  maintained,  as  may  be  observed  from  the  congested 
appearance  of  their  drum  membranes.  Hence,  as  a  preliminary 
to  any  direct  treatment  of  the  ear  all  pathological  conditions  in  the 
nose  and  nasopharynx  must  be  corrected,  and  no  intratympanic 
treatment  may  be  considered  as  effective  and  thorough  until  the 
nose  and  nasopharynx  shall  have  been  rendered  comparatively 
healthy. 

Of  the  methods  employed  for  the  restoration  of  normal  condi- 
tions in  the  Eustachian  tube,  we  briefly  refer  to  the  following: 
Those  already  described  relating  to  the  restoration  of  normal  condi- 
tions in  the  nose  and  nasopharynx.  In  the  simpler  forms  of  Eusta- 
chian catarrh  intranasal  treatment  alone  will  suffice  to  efTect  a  cure. 

When  the  disease  has  been  long  continued  or  of  sufficient ' 
severity  to  result  in  infiltration,  with  thickening  of  the  mem- 
branous lining  and  consequent  diminishing  of  the  calibre  of  the 
tube,  much  may  be  accomplished  either  by  simple  inflation,  the  use 
of  the  catheter,  or  the  introduction  through  the  catheter  of  vapor- 
ized medication  or  superheated  air. 

These  tend  to  promote  absorption  of  exudate  and  to  maintain  a 
healthy  state  of  the  mucous  membrane.  Of  these  methods  cathe-, 
terization  with  sufficient  persistency,  or  catheterization  plus  the 
introduction  of  medicated  vapors,  remain  the  two  most  effective 
methods  of  procedure.  Inflation  by  means  of  the  Politzer  bag  is 
usually  less  effective  than  catheterization,  and  is  attended  with 
more  or  less  danger  of  over-inflation,  inasmuch  as  the  method  is  less 
controllable  than  when  the  catheter  is  employed. 

The  employment  of  medicated  vapors,  notably  the  combination 
of  camphor,  menthol  and  iodin,  equal  parts,  by  means  of  the 
Dench  vaporizer  (Fig.  21).  is  of  considerable  efliciency,  and,  while 
it  must  be  admitted  that  but  little  of  the  remedy  actually  reaches 
the  surfaces  of  the  tube,  yet  sufficient  is  introduced  to  exert  con- 
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sidcrable  influence  upon  ils  mucous?  lining.  The  Icchniquc  of 
catheterization  is  described  in  Chapter  II.  .'\ir-douchc  therapy  is 
described  in  Cliapter  VIIl. 

The  author  is  a  strong  advocate  of  the  employment  of  the 
Eustachian  bougie  in  all  rebellious  cases  of  luhal  Dbsiruction.  It  is 
in  no  wiiie  a  "cure-all,"  but  in  many  cases  the  relief  of  tinnitus  and 
increase  in  hearing,  whicli  follows  the  introduction  of  the  bou)^ie, 
are  gratifying.  The  tinnitus  may  never  recur  and  some  degree  of 
the  increase  in  hearing  may  he  permanently  maintained.  Should 
cither  the  tinnitus  or  deafness  recur  after  a  few  weeks  or  months, 
relief  may  again  be  effected  by  means  of  a  rcint reduction  of  the 
bougie.  Among  the  author's  patients  are  those  who  appear  at 
regular  intervals  of  from  one  to  six  months  "to  he  bougied,"  claim- 
ing to  receive  much  benefit  from  the  procedure.  With  rare  excep- 
tions the  whalebone  bougie  fulfills  all  the  requirements. 

The  electric  bougie  advocated  by  Duel  may  be  employed  when- 
ever the  stricture  proves  imiiermcablc  to  the  whalebone  bougie. 
It  is  a  complic.ited  procedure,  requiring  a  galvanic  current,  and 
insulated  gold  bougie.  The  technique  is  ditticuli,  and  in  a  few 
instances  repurted  pnrtii'ns  of  the  distal  extremity  of  the  bougie 
have  broken  ofT  while  in  the  tnbe.  Nevertheless,  the  electric  bougie 
can  be  made  to  overcome  strictures  which  are  impermeable  to  other 
forms.    For  the  technique  of  passing  the  bmigic  sec  Chapter  II. 

Occasionally  a  tube  will  be  encountered  which  is  impermeable, 
with  all  the  attendant  aggravating  sympinms  nf  extreme  deafness 
and  tinnitus.  l"orturaicly  thi*^  nccurrcncc  is  rare  and,  in  these 
cases,  treatment  is  usually  without  avail. 

Oroii.xssAfiE  (For  fii'li  description  see  Chapter  VIII). — Oto- 
massage is  of  sufficient  merit  in  the  treatment  of  chronic  catarrhal 
otitis  media  to  deserve  a  brief  mention.  It  is  employed  to  prevent 
adhesions  within  the  tympanic  cavity,  to  break  down  those  already 
furmed,  and  to  relieve  tinnitus.  The  use  of  the  pressure-sound  for 
the  purpose  of  massage  Is  painful,  and  t>f  doubtful  efTieicncy. 
Vihratiiry  massage  relieves  tension  and  usually  lessens  the  severity 
of  tinnitui  and  prnduccs  a  marked  soothing  effect  upon  the  ncn'cs 
of  those  who  arc  depressed  and  despondent. 

Whenever  iiitratympanic  adhesions  exist,  especially  those 
involving  the  stapes  on  the  one  hand  and  the  round  window  on  the 
other,  a  more  or  less  severe  deafness  is  present.  Adhesions  may 
form  in  almost  any  locality.  The  memlirana  tympani  may  be 
found  retracle<I  and  attached  to  the  walls  of  the  tympanic  cavity; 
occasionally  the  long  process  of  the  malleus  may  he  found  adherent 
to  the  promontory — in  fact,  a  variety  of  results  of  adhesive  Inflam- 
mation mav  be  present.  But  little  may  be  accomplished  for  the 
relief  of  adlicsivc  inflammations.  The  results  obtained  come  chiefly 
from  intratympanic  inflation,  or  some  form  of  forced  manipulation, 
such  as  may  be  secured  from  the  use  of  the  Siegcl  otoscope  or 
electric  massage.  The  adoption  of  these  mcthuds  may  result  in 
considerable  relief  to  tinnitus,  with  occasional  cessation  of  the 
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tendency  to  progressive  deafness  and  sometimes  slight  betterment 
of  hearing. 

A  number  of  drugs  have  found  employment  in  the  treatment 
of  these  cases.  Among  these  the  one  which  has  given  the  most 
promising  results  is  thiosinamin.  Theoretically,  the  properties  of 
this  drug  make  it  an  ideal  one  to  influence  the  absorption  of  new 
connective  tissue.  Practically,  however,  we  have  no  exact  evidence 
of  its  usefulness.  One  can  use  it  in  combination  with  inflations,  or 
separately.  It  is  generally  given  hypodermatically  in  doses  of  gr. 
V\o  to  y^.  Fibrolysin  has  lately  been  recommended  for  the  same 
purpose  by  E.  Urbantschitch. 

Finally,  in  desperate  cases,  operative  measures  are  occasionally 
resorted  to  in  order  to  relieve  the  adhesions  and  improve  the 
hearing.  These  operative  measures  consist  in  making  a  flap  from 
the  accessible  drum  membrane,  and,  through  the  opening  thus 
made,  explore  the  intratympanic  space.  The  adhesive  bands  are 
then  severed. 

The  incision  is  usually  made  with  a  small  bistoury,  and  the 
adhesions  are  severed  with  an  angled  knife,  introduced  through  the 
first  incision. 

Occasionally,  it  is  necessary  to  cut  the  tendon  of  the  tensor 
tympanic  muscle.  The  drum  being  incised,  an  angled  knife  is 
introduced  so  that  its  edge  impinges  upon  the  muscle  tendon,  the 
blade  being  pushed  along  the  back  of  the  malleus  handle.  A  slight 
pressure  severs  the  muscle.  The  tensor  tympani  is  reachable  from 
either  in  front  or  behind  the  malleus  handle. 

The  stapedius  muscle  is  sometimes  also  cut.  Although  this 
operation  was  formerly  performed,  it  has  now  fallen  into  disuse 
because  no  good  effects  are  obtained. 

Complete  ossiculectomy  r=ee  Chapter  XXI),  performed  to  sever 
adhesions  and  improve  hearing  in  this  class  of  cases,  has  never 
given  good  results. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  MIDDLE  EAR. 
(Continued.) 


ACUTE  INFLAMMATION  OF  THE  MIDDLE  EAR  AND 

MASTOID  PROCESS. 

(Acute  Purulent  Otitis  Media.) 

Introductory. — Acute  inflammation  of  the  middle-ear  spaces  is 
characterized  by  a  bacterial  invasion  of  these  spaces,  resulting  in 
the  production  of  a  purulent  exudate  from  the  mucosa  of  the 
tympanic  cavity,  'liie  i>utpour  of  exudate  gradually  accumulates 
until  it  completely  fills  the  tympanum,  thereby  causing  a  swelling 
of  the  lining  mucusa  of  the  entire  cavity  and  Eustachian  tube. 
This,  in  turn,  finally  occludes. tiie  Eustachian  tube,  bulging  of  the 
drumhead  ensues,  and  later,  if  not  artiticially  relieved  by  a  para- 
centesis, spontaneous  ru])turc  of  the  drumhead  takes  place.  If  the 
disease  progresses  it  sj>rcads  by  contii^'nity  through  the  aditus  into 
the  mastoid  antrum,  and  tinaHv  involves  the  mastoid  cells,  a  com- 
plication which  is  termed  actdi-  mastoiilitis.  Various  complications 
characterize  the  advanced  stages  if  the  disease  remains  unrelieved, 
the  details  of  which  wc  sliall  describe  later. 

Pathology. — The  early  stages  of  acute  purulent  otitis  media 
are  not  sharply  definable  clinically  from  some  of  the  catarrhal 
forms. 

The  inflammatory  involvement  of  the  Eustachian  tube  results 
in  an  obliteration  of  its  lumen.  1  he  determining  factor  of  the 
disease  is  the  invasion  of  micro-organisms.  These  grow  in  the 
mucoscrous  fluid  which  oI>tains  in  the  tympanic  cavity,  resulting 
in  the  formation  of  a  purulent  exudate. 

The  lining  mucosa  of  the  tympanic  ca\ity  meanwhile  becomes 
swollen  and  thickened,  and  the  mucous  lining  of  the  niembrana 
tympani  becomes  likewise  involved.  Hence  its  red  and  thickened 
appearance  at  this  stage.  As  the  purulent  exudate  increases  in 
amount,  it  reaches  the  upper  chambers  of  the  tympanic  cavity  and 
the  aditus  becnnics  afTccted.  Following  the  line  of  least  resistance 
the  exudate  flows  into  the  mastoid  antrum,  which  gradually 
becomes  filled  and  the  neighboring  cells  gradually  involved  until, 
in  a  case  which  progresses  to  its  ultimate  end,  all  the  cells  become 
infected.  As  the  pus  in  the  cells  increases  in  amount  it  exerts 
undue  pressure  upon  the  mucosa  and  the  intracellular  walls,  and 
tiieir  nutrient  blood-supply  is  finally  shut  off  with  the  inevitable 
result  that  these  walls  become  necrosed,  coalescing  one  cell  into 
another,  until  in  the  advanced  stages  one  often  finds  nearly  the 
entire  mastoid  process  converted  into  one  large  bony  pus  cavity, 
with  areas  of  the  inner  table  of  tlie  mastoid  process  broken  through 
and  the  underlving  vital  structures  exposed. 
(196) 
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One  is  often  surprised  that  the  accumulation  of  pus  under 
pressure  within  tlic  niastujd  cells  does  not  more  frequently  break 
througii  the  thin  roof  of  the  antrum.  It  often  does  break  through. 
but  more  cominonly  it  invades  the  entire  irtasloid  jirocess  tir?iit. 
Explanalion  for  this  nn  a  pathological  basis  is  found  in  the  excellent 
blood-supply  uf  tlic  icfjmen  tyinpanl.  tcgnicn  anlri,  and  tegnicn 
ccUulw  thnni^'h  the  blood-vessels  of  the  dura  mater,  which  acts  to 
these  structures  as  their  periosteal  coating. 

Bacteriology. — It  is  now  generally  conceded  that  the  micro- 
irganisms  almost  invariably  find  their  way  into  the  tympanic 
'spaces  through  the  Eustachian  ttibc-  The  character  of  the  invad- 
ing organism  and  its  virulence  are  potent  factors  in  determining 
the  clinical  picture ;  this  together  with  the  variations  in  degree  of 
the  resisting  power  of  individuals  explains  the  difference  in  the 
course  and  termination  nf  the  attacks,  [n  one  case  rcvjlution  will 
follow  incision  and  drainage  of  the  middle  ear,  while  in  a  second 
case  cure  is  n"l  effected  until  the  mastoid  process  is  opened. 

Secondary  infeciions  occasionally  enter  llic  tympanic  I'avity 
through  a  perforation  in  the  drumhead,  and  many  observers  con- 
tend that  a  tuberculous  invasion  may  alsci  enter  the  tympanic 
cavity  by  way  of  the  lymph  channels  and  tlie  blood- streams. 

The  bacteriology  of  the  car  discharges  forms  a  part  of  the 
chapter  *m  ticucral  litiology,  page  43. 

Etiology. — The  causes  of  purulent  middle-ear  affections  are 
grouped  as  predisposing  and  inciting. 

The  prcdispiising  factors  to  middle-ear  diseases  are  to  be  sought 
for  among  those  irritants  in  the  upper  respiratory  tract  which 
interfere  with  the  physiological  play  of  the  cilia  nn  the  cells  lining 
the  walls  of  the  Eustachian  tube.  Among  such,  rhinopharyngcal 
abnormalities  are  prominent,  as  is  also  hereditary  taint,  and  the 
presence  of  general  debilitating  diseases,  as,  for  instance,  diabetes. 

The  inciting  causes,  heretofore  nientinncd  under  the  pathology, 
are  found  in  the  invasions  nf  the  middle-car  cavities  by  large  num- 
bers of  micro-organisms  which  develop  their  characteristic  lesions 
over  various  areas  of  the  intratynipanic  mucosa.  The  source  of 
Ihe  invading  micro-organisms  is  the  infections  commonly  found  in 
the  nose  and  nasopharynx,  which,  in  turn,  are  usually  the  result  of 
specific  infections,  such  as  the  exanthemata,  ejiidemic  influenza,  etc. 

Out  of  6000  cases  of  scarlet  Fever,  measles  and  diphtheria, 
treated  at  the  Willard  Parker  llnspital.  collated  by  Duel,  20  per 
cent,  of  the  scarlatina  cases.  10  per  cent,  of  the  diphtheria  cases,  and 
about  5  per  cent,  of  the  measles  cases  dcvchiped  purulent  otitis 
media.  There  were  26  mastoid  cases,  nearly  all  of  which  occurred 
in  cases  with  combined  infection.  In  children  under  five  years 
postauricular  swelling  was  common,  which  he  believed  to  be  the 
result  of  the  escape  of  pus  through  the  Rlvinian  fissure. 

Incidentally,  various  other  factors  tend  to  influence  and  aggra- 
vate the  purulent  process  in  tlic  middle  ear,  such  as  bad  habits, 
excessive  alcohol,  neuroses,  etc. 
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FinaUy.  trauma  is  in  etiological  relationship  to  acute  purulent 
middlc'car  disease,  when  either  by  direct  violence  ur  by  indirect 
violence  the  drum  is  rtiptured,  and  the  middle-ear  spaces  are  thus 
laid  open  to  bacterial  invasion. 

In  mentioning  some  of  these  factors  more  in  detail,  we  note 
that  trauma  often  results  in  more  or  less  severe  inllammation  of  the 
tympanic  cavity,  and.  when  no  efforts  are  made  to  prevent  infection, 
the  infiammaiion  eventuates  in  purulency.  Traumatism  from 
bullets  or  other  penetrating  objects,  by  destroying  smaller  or 
greater  areas  of  the  middle  ear  not  only  directly  destroy  the 
parts,  hut,  I)y  sultsetiucnt  infection,  cause  middlo-car  suppuration. 

In  children  carious  teeth  may  indirectly  become  a  source  of 
middle-ear  infection,  and  unless  corrected  these  may  continuously 
breed  niicro-urganisms  which  constantly  invade  the  tympanic 
cavity. 

Another  factor  of  etiological  moment  in  the  causation  of 
mlddlc-ear  inHammations  is  commonly  observed  during  the  summer 
season,  the  attack  following  a  sea  bath,  nr  a  swim  in  fresh  water. 

Here  evidently  the  water,  contaminated  with  Itacleria  from  the 
nasopharynx,  is  forced  intathe  tympanic  cavity  through  the  Eusta- 
chian tube  because  of  faulty  Urealhinj;  while  swimming  or  diving 
or  by  forcibly  blowing  the  nose,  and  once  having  gained  entrance 
it  acts  as  a  foreign-body  irritant.  Later  on  the  bacterial  invasion 
evokes  a  purulent  exudate.  In  newborn  infants  the  same  thing 
occurs,  when,  during  parturition,  amniotic  fluid  is  forced  through 
the  short,  straight,  open  Eustachian  tube.  This  form  of  otitis  has 
been  termed  otitis  media  neonatorum. 

The  presence  of  adenoid  tissue  in  the  vault  of  the  pharynx, 
hypcrtrophied  ton.sils,  intranasal  obstruction  of  various  types, 
furnish  examples  of  respiratory  lesions  which  indirectly  induce 
middle-ear  infection.  Obstructed  nasal  breathing  from  whatever 
cause  is  injurious  to  the  middle  ear,  while  diseased  lymphoid  tissue 
in  the  vault,  or  even  in  the  tonsils,  must  retard  intratympanic 
aeration.  The  masses  of  lymphoid  tissue,  however,  on  account  of 
their  peculiar  structure,  become  seriously  menacing  during  ihe 
course  of  acute  infections  of  the  mucosa  of  the  nose  and  naso- 
pharj-njc,  inasmuch  as  they  both  retain  infectious  material,  and  by 
becoming  swollen  and  obstructive  they  facilitate  the  entrance  o( 
infection  in  the  Eustachian  tube.  It  may  be  stated  dehnitcly  that 
diseased  lymphoid  tissue  in  the  pharyngeal  vault  is  a  most  pntUlic 
indirect  cause  of  purulent  middle-ear  disease.  The  writer  has  never 
seen  a  case  of  recurrent  middle-car  suppuration,  especially  in  child- 
hood, unaccompanied  by  a  greater  or  lesser  development  of  lym- 
phoid tissue  in  ihc  vault  of  the  i)harynx. 

Hypertrophied  and  diseased  inferior  turbinals,  by  obstructing 
the  chief  channel  for  the  entrance  of  air,  often  show  a  marked 
tendency  to  aggravate  middle-ear  inflammations.  Cystic  and 
polypoid  middle  turbinals  tend  also  to  produce  the  same  result. 
A  more  or  less  completely  deflected  septum,  interfering  as  it  docs 
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wilh  nasal  respiration.  likewise  aggravates  the  symptoms  of  middle- 
ear  iiillaniniatiuns. 

Tumors,  whether  malignant  or  otherwise,  acting  directly-  as  a 
result  of  obstruction  or  indirectly  by  lovvcring^  the  vitality,  must 
also  be  considered. 

The  vascular  and  lymphatic  systems  with  which  th«  mechanism 
of  the  middle  car  is  so  liberally  supplied,  necessary  as  they  are  to 
its  proper  maintenance,  as  well  as  for  the  proper  control  of  its 
functions,  and  working  so  perfectly  as  they  do  under  proper  condi- 
tions of  health,  may  become  a  serious  menace  when  influenced  by 
diseased  conditions  cither  local  or  general.  Tliat  infection  readies 
the  middle  ear  through  these  channels  has  been  definitely  proven, 
especially  as  rejjards  the  tuherculnus  variety. 

Changes  also  in  the  tissues  which  enter  into  llic  make-up  of  the 
tympanic  cavity  are  uudoubledly  directly  influenced  by  derange- 
ments in  the  character  and  normal  functions  of  the  blood-vessels 
and  lymphatics. 

Systemic  diseases,  such  as  diabetes,  gout  and  rheumatism,  and 
those  resulting  from  the  improper  use  of  medications,  intoxicants 
or  narcotics,  by  acting  upon  the  vascular  system  in  general,  also 
affect,  to  a  marked  degree,  the  tissues  of  the  tympanic  cavity. 

All  infectious  diseases,  from  their  very  nature  and  because  of 
;lhc  fact  that  the  membranes  of  the  upper  respiratory  passages  are 
thereby  involved,  possess  a  marked  tendency  to  involve  the  tym- 
panic cavity.  The  routes  by  which  these  infections  travel  have 
already  been  described.  Measles,  diphtheria,  typhoid,  scarlet  fever, 
parotiditis,  grippe,  and  other  forms  of  infectious  colds  and  inflam- 
mations, furnish  a  supply  of  their  peculiar  pathogenic  uiicro- 
organisms,  and  the  middle  ear  is  never  free  from  danger  while 
such  infections  exist. 

Of  tlic  more  chronic  forms  of  infection  those  involving  the 
accessory  sinuses  i)f  tlie  nose  are  quite  prolific  in  the  causation  of 
purulent  otitis  media.  The  author  has  repeatedly  nbscrvcd  cases 
of  violent  purulent  otitis  media  that  could  be  directly  traced  to  the 
forced  introduction  of  the  discharges  from  the  accessory  sinuses 
through  the  Eustachian  tube  into  the  tympanic  cavity. 

Tuberculosis  and  syphilis,  on  account  of  their  frequent  occur- 
rence, warrant  special  mention.  The  manifestations  of  tuberculosis 
arc  always  those  of  ulceration  and  destruction  of  the  mcmbrana 
tympani  and  also  of  the  intratyujpanic  structures. 

The  infection  may,  and  probably  docs,  enter  the  cavity  through 
the  F.u.stachian  tube  with  comparative  frc<]uency,  but  it  may  also 
extend  from  tuberculous  glands  or  other  forms  of  tuberculous  infec- 
tion directly  through  the  lymphatirs. 

The  question  as  to  the  route  by  which  tuberculosis  reaches  the 
middle  ear  and  mastoid  has  aroused  endless  discussion  ;  various 
ob-ser\*ers.  even  when  basing  their  opinions  upon  autopsy  findings, 
bold  diametrically  opposite  views.  At  the  present  state  of  our 
knowledge  we  may  say  that  the  middle  ear  becomes  involved  not 
pnly  by  the  Eustachian-tube  route  and  the  lymphatic  channels,  but 
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also  directly  through  the  blood-vessels.  The  reader  is  referred  to 
Part  II  of  this  work  {The  Influence  of  General  Diseases  upon  the 
Ear,  Nose  and  Throat)  for  details  and  statistics  relating  to  infec- 
tion of  the  middle  ear  from  the  various  general  infectious  diseases. 

Manifestations  of  syphilis  in  the  tympanic  cavity  are  extremely 
rare,  being  found  only  when  a  broken-down  gumma  appears  in 
this  locality. 

Symptomatology  and  Course. — The  onset  of  an  attack  of  acute 
purulent  otitis  media  is  usually  sudden,  following  a  "cold,"  an 
attack  of  grippe,  or  during  the  later  stages  of  one  of  the  exanthe- 
mata. There  is  usually  a  prodromal  stage  lasting  a  few  hours, 
during  which  the  ears  feel  "full,"  the  patient's  voice  sounds  unduly 
loud  (autophony)  and  he  thinks  there  is  some  obstruction  in  the 
external  ear.  The  most  significant  symptom  is  the  excruciating 
pain,  which  persists  witliout  cessation  until  rclio\cd  by  rupture  of 
the  drum  membrane.  The  onset  ot  pain  is  simultaneous  with  the 
filling  of  the  tympanic  cavity  with  pus.  In  children  the  onset  is 
often  marked  by  chill  and  a  considerable  rise  in  temperature. 
Among  those  just  having  passed  thnnigli  an  attack  of  measles  or 
scarlet  fever,  a  rise  in  temperature  alone,  if  unaccounted  for  other- 
wise, is  gravely  suggestive  (if  ear  involvement.  Among  adults 
fever  is  not  a  usual  sign.  Ctmvulsions  are  common  among  young 
children — in  fact,  symptoms  whicli  would  seem  to  indicate  menin- 
geal irritation  arc  commonly  oljservcd  in  very  young  infants,  all  of 
which  sul)side  as  soon  as  the  drumhead  is  incised.  Furthermore, 
in  these  young  patients,  anitmg  tlie  early  stages,  a  diarrhea  may 
develop  which  is  prone  to  mislead  the  attending  physician. 
This  symptom  must  he  borne  in  mind  Ijy  those  in  attendance  upon 
infants  and  young  children. 

Pain. — Tlie  earache  soon  Iiecomes  intense.  It  is  throbbing, 
lancinating,  boring  and  not  intermittent  in  character,  although 
often  found  to  be  less  in  the  morning  than  at  night.  With  the 
advent  of  the  otorrhea,  through  either  spontaneous  rupture  of  the 
drum  or  incision  by  the  surgeon,  the  pain  rapidly  ceases.  Infants 
are  unable  to  give  expression  to  the  suffering  except  by  crying, 
which  often  amounts  to  agonizing  shrieks.  They  are  restless,  roll 
the  head  with  a  boring  motion,  and  seem  to  rest  best  when  held  in 
the  lap  with  the  affected  ear  downward.  It  sometimes  happens 
that  young  children  develop  virulent  otitis  media  with  but  little 
pain,  llic  pressure  being  sufficiently  relieved  by  drainage  through 
the  Eustachian  tube.  Even  after  the  otorrhea  is  established,  the 
pain  recurs  if  the  flow  is  interrupted  from  any  cause,  such  as  a 
blocking  of  the  perforation. 

Certain  cases  of  acute  purulent  otitis  media  run  their  entire 
course  without  pain.  These  are  first  and  foremost  the  tuberculous 
and  syphilitic  forms. 

Pain  is  also  absent  in  cases  where  from  the  very  beginning  for 
some  cause  a  perforation  is  present  in  the  drum.  Since  the  pain  is 
the  result  of  pressure  by  the  pus  in  the  tympanic  cavity,  no  pain  is 
found   in   these   cases   because   the   pus   is   never  under  pressure. 
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Examples  of  this  type  nrciir  when  an  acute  middle-car  inilammation 
takes  place  in  an  adult,  who  in  early  life  had  suffered  from  a 
chronic  otorrhea  with  destruction  of  pari  of  the  drum  inernhranc. 
The  cessation  of  ])ain  also  marks  the  period  in  the  infant  ivhen  the 
meningeal  irritative  symptoms  arc  wont  to  stop.  That  is  with 
the  establishment  of  the  otorrhea. 

Fevbr. — The  temperature  deserves  some  special  comment,  tn 
many  case^,  oppecially  among  adults,  it  is  entirely  absent.  In  chil- 
dren and  young  aduhs  ii  la^ts  some  day*,  ranginy;  from  100'  t..  105' 
before  the  advent  of  the  otorrhea,  and  often  a  few  days  thereafter. 
In  these  casci^,  where  the  temperature  persists  after  the  advent  of 
the  otorrhea,  the  question  as  to  whether  or  not  the  disease  has 
spread  beyond  the  tympanic  cavity  becomes  one  for  serious  con- 
sideration. If  the  general  status  of  the  patient  remains  K<^od>  >f  the 
sensoriura  remains  clear,  and  if  the  pain  remains  slijjht,  and  no 
tenderness  appears  behind  the  ear.  there  is  no  cause  for  alarm,  nor 
is  operative  interference  indicalcrL  In  children  one  should  also 
carefully  watch  for  glandular  swelling,  as  a  swelling  at  the  any:le 
of  the  jaw  may  mean  a  mastoiditis. 

It  requires  a  certain  time  for  the  UiMiy  economy  to  establish  its 
lines  of  resistance  to  the  invasion,  and  until  this  is  established  the 
temperature  is  likely  to  continue. 

Finally,  the  fever  may  continue  because  the  original  lesion,  the 
rhinitis;,  pharyngitis,  bronchitis,  pneumonia  (especially  in  children) 
or  typhoid  may  not  yet  have  subsided. 

TuE  OroRKiiEA. — The  otorrhea  begins  usually  from  one  to 
three  days  after  tlie  advent  of  the  disease.  In  cliildren  the  rupture 
of  the  drum  may  be  delayed  because  there  is  an  outflow  nl  pus 
through  the  F.ustachian  tube.  In  rare  cases  the  oinrrliea  begins  a 
feiv  hours  after  the  commencement  of  the  disease.  On  the  one 
hand  we  may  be  dealing  with 'an  abnormally  thin  drum,  or  with  a 
thickened  drum  from  previous  catarrhal  attacks. 

At  the  commencement  the  otorrhea  is  mostly  serous  in  char- 
acter, or  serosanguinci'us ;  generally  it  is  |)rofuse.  1-ater  it  Uecnnies 
thicker  and  more  purulent.  It  contains  the  exciting  micro- 
organisms in  abundance. 

As  the  disease  progresses,  if  toward  resolution,  under  appro- 
priate treatment,  it  gradually  subsides  and  in  from  three  days  to 
five  or  six  weeks  it  disappears. 

In  cases  which  resolve,  with  ihe  cessation  of  the  discharge,  a 
cicatrization  of  the  drumhead  supervenes.  The  membrana  tympani 
becomes  paler  and  thinner;  meanwhile  the  outline  of  tlie  malleus 
becomes  vi.-iible.  The  hearing  gradually  returns  toward  the  normal. 
The  aceom]»anying  tinnitus  aunum,  under  treatment  hy  inflation. 
gradually  subsides  and  the  hearing  becomes  normal.  In  esses  which 
do  not  go  on  to  resolution  the  infectinn  extends,  with  involvement 
of  the  struclur-'  r»f  the  mastnid  process,  following  which,  if  unrc- 
Iir\vd,  intracranial,  labvrinlhine  compljcatinns  become  imminent, 
or  perforation  of  the  mastoid  cortex  may  supcrv<;n<,    A  considerable 


202 


THE  MIDDLE  EAR. 


proportion  of  cases  of  this  type  tcrniinalc  in  the  cUronic  form  of  thCi 
disea.sc  with  necrosis,  loss  oi  hearing  and  ciiolesteatoma.  / 

Lastiv,  involvement  of  llic  facial  and  abducciis  nerves  (Gra- 
dcnigo,  I'W)  may  take  place,  or  brain  lesions  may  end  the  patient's 
life. 

Diagnosis. — Otalgia  with  otorrhea  may  arise  from  either  otitis 
media  or  otitis  externa.  If  the  external  auditory  canal  is  not 
swollen  and  not  painful  to  pressure,  then  the  supposition  exists 
that  tlic  patient  ha.s  purulent  niiddlL-car  disease.  If  the  external 
ear  is  filled  with  pus  which  pulsates,  the  diagnosis  of  an  acute 
middle-car  [ninilcncy  can  be  made,  even  if  no  orn^cnpjc  examination 
is  possible.  An  otoscopic  examination  is  not  always  possible  in  the 
very  young.  Severe  |)ain,  associated  with  intense  redness  and 
bulging  of  the  mcmbrana  lympani  arc  tlic  characteristic  early 
symptoms. 


I'ig.  JI7.  —Inflammatory  en- 
gorgcmtnt  ot  Iha  blood.ve88c]s 
vf  th«  mcmbrana  tympani. 


Fig.  118.— Bulging  of  the 
drum  membrane. 


Otoscopic  Examination. — Otoscopic  examination  will  show  a 
bluish  red  (I'ig.  117.)  or  very  red  fcwullcn  nitinbraiiii  tympani  during 
the  first  stage,  preceded  by  a  short  stage  during  which  the 
bloiKl -vessels  arc  micnscly  engorged.  Bulging,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
soon  appears  (Kig.  118>,  with  absence  of  light  reflex  and  other 
normal  landmarks  (Figs.  118  and  119;  also  Fig.  120).  If  already 
perforated  one  .sees  a  small  puncture,  irregular  in  outline  (Fig. 
121).  and  the  drumhead  covered  with  desquamated  epithelium  so 
that  it-*  outlines  arc  hardly  recognizalile. 

In  severe  cases  the  onset  of  the  disease  is  characterized  bjp 
the  appearance  of  large  blebs  (hemorrhagic  and  serous)  in  the 
layers  of  the  drum  membrane  (Fig.  122). 

Among  children  the  slanting  of  the  drumhead  toward  Ihe' 
horizontal  renders  the  exact  determination  of  the  conditions  presenl 
harder,  and  in  addition  the  surgcnn  is  occasiimally  hampered  in 
his  examination  by  narrowing  of  the  canal  lumen. 

When  seen  later  in  the  course  of  the  disease,  there  i»  distinct 
bulging  in  one  or  more  segments  of  the  drumhead  (I*"ig.  12Jt.  and 
often  a  yellowish  tinge  to  the  drum  due  to  the  light  shining  on  the 
pus  behind  the  drum.  Mastoiditis  presents  its  own  peculiar  symp- 
tomatology, to  which  wc  will  refer  below  under  appropriate 
headings. 
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Prognosis. — Under  favorable  condition!!  in  patients  of  other- 
wise good  general  iiealiLi,  when  managed  in  accordance  with 
approved  modern  methods  which  meet  all  the  indications  for  treat- 
ment, the  prognosis  is  good,  both  for  cure  of  tlic  otorrhea  and  a  full 
recovery  of  hearing.  The  outcome  is  intlueiiced  unfavorably  wlien- 
ever  serious  complications  develop,  and  especially  so  in  strumous, 
cachectic,  tuberculous  or  syphilitic  patients;  when  some  other 
grave  constitutional  disease  is  present;  in  children  who  arc  victims 
of  diseased  lymphoid  tissue  in  the  pharyngeal  vault,  and  when  the 
treatment  has  been  unskillful,  uncleanly  or  faulty  in  important 
particulars. 

Repeated  attacks  of  acute  purulent  otitis  media  are  considered 
unfavorable,  especially  in  their  ctTcct  upon  hearing. 


'.J". 


<^*A-ii 


FIr.  119.-  Lilcral  vii-w  <>l  itn.-  lynip:iimii).  with  kiry  jilulc.  partly 
schematic,  showinfr  biilgiiiK-  of  tlif  f!rumh<'inl  (1 ).  piis  in  th«  tympanum 
t2),  and  absence  of  the  usuiil  [irtniiiiiriiii:  ni  (lie  iinnc^Mis  bn-vis  (3,1. 


Treatment. — At  the  commcnccttient  of  an  attack  of  purulent 
otitis  media,  tlie  patient  should  be  placed  in  bed  in  a  well-vcniiiatcd 
room  of  even  temperature. 

These  patients  usually  have  an  elevation  of  temperature; 
furthermore,  there  is  an  infectious  process  goin^  on  in  the  tym- 
panic cavity,  the  progress  of  which  is  favorably  influenced  by  rest 
and  freedom  from  exertion,  and  the  patient  in  h«l  is  less  apt  to  take 
cold,  thus  avoiding  much  of  the  danger  of  serious  coinplicaiious. 

Rest  in  bed,  therefore,  is  of  supreme  importance,  the  length  of 
lime  varying  from  two  lo  three  days  to  two  weeks  until  the  acute 
inflammatory  symptoms  have  passed  away,  the  temperature 
becomes  normal,  and  the  danger  of  complications  has  passed. 

A  brisk  cathartic  at  this  time,  preferably  calomel,  materially 
relieves  congestion  and  produces  a  favorable  effect  upon  the  inflam- 
matory process. 

A  variety  of  remedies  have  been  advocated  for  the  relief  of 
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pain  (luring  the  early  stages  before  rupture  or  incision  o(  the  drum 
membrane  has  taken  place.  Of  these  but  two  are  wortliy  of  men- 
tion, while  many  arc  productive  nf  considerable  harm.  There  is  no 
hcttcr  t'Kal  niclhod  fur  relief  of  pain  than  by  douching  the  external 
auditory  canal  with  hot  water  iChaptcr  Vlll.  page  82».  I'or  this 
purpose  a  douche  bag  filled  with  hot  sterile  water  or  a  bichlorid 
ol  mercury  solution  1:4000  or  1:5000  is  used.  The  bichlorid  of 
mercury  accomplishes  no  other  good  than  to  sterilize  a  field  which 
may  have  to  be  operated  on  later. 

The  second  measure  ree»tmmcn<lfd  for  relief  of  pain  is  ophim, 
Under  favorable  conditions,  in  older  children  and  adults,  moderate 
doses  of  opiates  often  aid  in  tiding  the  palient  over  the  period  of 
excruciating  pain  which  often  precedes  the  time  when  sufficient 
indications  for  paracentesis  appear.    The  instillation  of  oily  prcpa- 


Fig.  i-U— Uil.iil  view  of  ihc  tympanum,  with  key  pliile,  partly 
ftchematif,  »howin){  (I  I  tittlging  of  drumhead.  Tho  tynipAimni  is  ocarly 
fillcd  witli  pus  (2).  tlic  IniiK  proccKS  cif  the  malleus  (3)  is  forced  out- 
v-iiTii  H-iih  tile  itulk'in];  drum  .mil  the  u^ual  prumincuce  i>f  the  short 
process  (4)  is  partially  ubliterAted. 

rations  into  the  external  canal  is  invariably  contraindlcatcd.  ina^ 
much  as  the  oily  mass  remains  in  the  canal  ami  becomes  inter* 
mingted  with  ihc  exfoliations  of  epithelium  from  the  canal  walls. 
thus  forming  a  rancid  mass  which  i>  most  difficult  to  remove. 

Furthermore,  this  cf>ndition  adds  io  the  difficulties  experienced 
in  sterilizing  the  external  meatus  as  a  preliminary  to  incision  of  the 
drum  membrane.  Many  autliors  have  recommended  the  employ- 
ment of  leeches  during  the  prcliminan,-  stage  of  purulent  otitis 
media,  believing  that  the  local  hlof.dleiiing  tends  to  abort  the 
infective  inllanimalory  process.  The  author  does  not  fully  hold 
this  view,  and  deprecates  the  eniplo^-ment  of  the  leech  under  any 
circumstances.  His  reasons  for  this  are  more  fully  outlined  in 
Chapter  VlII,  page  %. 

In  cases  wherein  there  is  extensive  inflammator)-  infiltratioa 
in  the  early  stages  some  relief  from  pain  is  obtained  by  local  blood- 
letting, cither  by  incisions  in  the  canal  wall  or  by  the  employment 
of  artificial  leeches  ai>plic*l  about  the  insertion  of  the  auricle. 

1»CU>1UN   OF  TUB  Drum    MEMDR.\NE    (P.\kACENTESlS). — The   «3l- 
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ive  stage  of  the  disea.sc  furnisiies  the  iiulication  for  surgical 

rfertnct  in  the  ii>rm  of  an  incision  of  the  drum  membrane.  If 
no  perforation  is  present,  or  if  tew  small  a  perforation  has  taken 
place  spontan«(»uslv,  incision  of  the  drum  mcmhranc  becomes  the 
first  therapeutic  indication.  This  little  proct-diire,  since  tts  intro- 
duction into  otology  by  Schwartze  in  1867,  has  become  one  of  the 
most  useful  surgical  measures  cmplnycd  in  oiology.  The  technique 
uf  this  operation  is  fully  de&cribcd  in  Chapter  VII. 

The  author's  views  as  to  the  indications  for  incision  of  llie 
dnim  nicml>rane  are  as  follows: — 

Paracentesis  is  employed  principally  for  the  purpose  of  evacuat- 
ing the  purulent  contents  of  the  tympanum,  the  uhimate  object 
being  to  relieve  pain.  limit  the  extent  of  the  infection,  shorten  the 
Course  of  the  disease,  and  prevent  complications. 


Fig.  121, — Lateral  virw  of  the  lympnniim,  partlj-  itchcmalic,  showing 
perforaiion  in  llir  lower  scgm<:nt  of  tlic  clriim  mrmlininc. 


Paracentesis  of  the  drum  membrane  is  indicated  in  acute 
purulent  otitis  media  when  attended  with  intense  redness  and 
bulging  of  the  dnim  membrane,  in  whole  or  in  part.  With  these 
objective  symptoms  there  arc  coexisting  pain  and  fever,  the  Utter 
being  more  marked  in  young  children.  The  syndrome  above 
described,  viz.,  bulging  of  the  drum  membrane — intense  aural  patn 
and  fever,  is  invariably  of  sufficient  import  to  warrant  this  opera- 
tion.   In  infaiitJi  bulging  is  a  later  manifestation  than  fn  adults. 

Occasionally  the  purulent  process  may  have  continued  for  some 
days  without  nipture.  cspcoiatly  in  infants,  in  which  event  the 
iniense  redness  gradually  assumes  a  yellowish  color,  due  to  attenua- 
tion of  the  membrane  and  the  accumulation  of  purulent  exudate 
in  the  tympanic  cavity.  .*\n  carlv  paracentesis,  when  performed 
under  strict  aseptic  precautions,  is  preferable  to  a  delayed  spon- 
taneous rupture,  h  is  a  safe  rule  to  open  the  drum  membrane  as 
.soon  as  the  diagnosis  of  purulent  tympanitis  becomes  positive. 

A  clean-cut  incision  in  the  drum  membrane,  and  by  this  is  not 
meant  a  puncture  (Fig,  53\  immedialcly  relieves  the  pressure, 
c^lablisbcs  drainage,  and  the  subsequent  healing  of  the  wound 
takes  place  with  but  little  damage  and  no  scar  tissue.     Nature's 
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opening  is  usually  a  small  japrRCfl  hole,  the  Ixjrders  of  which  are 
more  or  less  necrosed,  and  a>  hcalinjj  lakes  plaec  it  is  prone  &_* 
result  in  scars,  and  considerable  deposits  of  new  connective  tissue 
in  the  drum  nitnihrane. 

Paraccnlesia  is  also  indicated  for  enlarging  perforations  which 
already  exist,  providing  they  are  too  small  or  are  unfavorably 
lucated  for  purposes  oi  drainage.  A  pinhole  ]>erfnraIion  in  the 
presence  of  an  extensive  intraiynipanic  purnlcnl  prooess  afford* 
insufficient  drainage.  Thc^e  small  perforations  are  usually  accom- 
panied hy  a  sensation  of  throbliing  or  pain  in  the  ear  or  mastoid 
rcginn..  They  di>  not  entirely  relieve  the  bulging  of  the  membrane, 
especially  at  the  site  of  the  opening.  In  enlarging  the  pinhole 
perforation  it  is  often  necessary  to  cut  both  upward  and  down- 


Fiji.  122. — l-itrra!  virw  "f  ihc  tympanic  cavity  and  <!riim  membrane, 
jyarlly  schcmaltc,  sliowing  extravasation  of  exudate  between  llie  byvrs  of 
tht-  nic-intiranA  Ij'mpnni. 

ward,  in  order  to  establish  drainage  both  of  the  tympanic  and  attic 
region. 

The  operation  releases  pent-up  pus  from  the  tympanic  cavity, 
and  thereby  retards  the  tcndenc)'  to  bacterial  invasion  of  the  con- 
tiguous structures,  e«>tablishes  free  drainage  of  inflammatory 
exudate,  shortens  the  course  of  the  disease,  and  lessens  the  danger 
of  mastoid,  intrarranial  and  labyrintliine  complications.  These 
results  come  chielly  from  the  rapid  removal  of  the  inflammatory 
products  from  the  tympanic  cavity,  which  otherwise  might  be 
forced  under  pressure  through  the  aditus  into  the  maiitoid  antrum. 

Kelating  mure  specifically  to  the  disease  under  consideration 
it  may  be  observed  tiiai  any  point  of  marked  bulging  of  the  drum 
membrane  is  the  area  through  which  the  incision  should  pass.  I( 
the  drum  is  generally  btdgiug  the  posterior  half  of  the  drum  is 
selected  as  the  site  of  election. 

The  incision  is  curved,  pnrallcling  the  posterior  periphery  of 
the  drumhead  fKig.  54).  This  severs  both  the  radiating  and  the 
circular  fibres  in  the  drum  and  tends  to  cause  the  incised  wound 
to  gap  and  thus  favors  drainage  of  the  tympanic  cavity.     Care 
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should  be  exercised  that  Uie  knifeblade  does  not  impinge  upon  the 
ijssicles,  ami  tlic  entire  proce<lme  must  L»e  cliaracluriztd  hv  gcmle- 
ness.  Experience  has  shown  that  just  in  these  cases  the  drum- 
head is  often  very  thick,  and  tlierefore  the  incision  must  be  made 
long  enough  to  cause  a  gaping  wound.  In  children  the  horizontal 
slant  of  the  drum  may  cause  the  inexperienced  to  either  miss  it 
altogether,  or  only  make  a  slight  incision  because  the  lower  parts 
[deeper-lying  part.-;  f  arc  missed  by  the  knife,  therefore  the  blade 
must  be  intriKluced  sufiiciently  deep  to  incise  the  entire  extent. 

After-treatment. — Ininiediately  after  the  incision  a  strong  flow 
of  exudate  en'^ues.  minj^'Icd  freely  with  blood.  The  ear  is  now 
cleansed  and  a  gauze  drain  placed  into  position  for  a  few  hours. 
It  is  well  lo  alhpw  the  patient  some  rest  immediately  following 
paracentesis,  because  usually  they  have  had  severe  pain  and  nervous 
strain  for  some  time  previously.  Then  later,  after  some  hours,  the 
regular  treatment  of  the  otitis  begins.     Sometimes  it   becomes 


Fig.  12J.- 


-Marked  bulRfnic  of  ihe  posierosuperior  cjuatlrant  of 
ihc  rfrtim  membrane. 


necessary,  because  of  recurrence  of  the  symptoms  and  cessation  of 
the  discharge,  to  repeat  the  paracentesis.  This  should  not  be 
delayed  when  the  symptoms  show  it  to  be  indicated.  The  indica- 
tions to  be  fulfilled  in  the  .sul)sequent  local  treatment  are:  (1) 
cleanliness;  (2)  free  drainage.  Cleanliness  is  best  maintained  by 
douching  the  external  auditory  canal  with  physiological  salt  solu- 
tion or  solution  of  bichlorld  of  mercury,  1:3000.  The  quantity  of 
lluid  (which  slmuld  be  heated  to  about  110"  F.)  to  be  used  should 
be  from  1  to  2  (|uans,  and  the  treatment  should  be  rejjeated  every 
two  hmirs.  {Kor  detailed  inforntaiion  in  regard  to  douching  see 
Chapter  Vni,  page  82.) 

In  order  to  guard  against  secondary  infection  efTorts  are 
directed  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  infection  from  the  external 
meatus.  This  may  be  accomplished  bv  loosely  placing  in  the 
concha  and  external  orifice  of  the  canaf  a  strip  of  sterile  gauze. 
to  be  removed  as  soon  as  it  becomes  moist  from  pus  and  then 
replaced  with  a  fresh  piece.  In  young  children,  or  whenever  it  is 
found  difficult  to  niainlain  perfect  cleanliness  by  this  means,  the 
whole  ear  should  be  protected  by  bandaging.  Thus  the  require- 
ments above  mentioned  are  fulfilled.  At  least  once  in  each  twenty- 
four  hours  a  careful  ocular  examination  of  the  drum  should  be 
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made  to  ascertain  the  size  and  character  of  the  perforation,  so  as  to 
enlarge  it  whenever  it  becomes  too  small  to  maintain  drainage, 
likewise  the  mastoid  process  should  be  examined  to  discover  evi- 
dences of  mastoiditis.  The  condition  of  Shrapnell's  membrane  and 
the  posterior  superior  wall  of  the  external  auditory  canal  must 
always  be  carefully  noted.  At  each  visit  firm  pressure  is  made  over 
the  mastoid  antrum,  tip  and  posterior  angle,  and  the  condition  of 
the  nose  and  throat  ascertained.  Unless  specially  trained  nurses 
are  in  attendance  to  carry  out  the  local  therapeutic  measures,  careful 
instruction  should  be  given  to  those  in  cliarge,  with  an  actual 
demonstration  of  the  treatment  administered  at  each  daily  visit,  in 
order  to  insure  the  proper  care  of  the  patient. 

Inasmuch  as  this  affection  is  rarely  unaccompanied  by  naso- 
pharyngeal infection,  it  becomes  necessary  to  instigate  proper 
intranasal  treatment  at  the  very  onset,  in  order  to  remove  accumu- 
lations of  infected  secretion  and  relieve  the  attendant  inflammation 
of  the  mucosa.  Non-irritating  sprays,  botli  aqueous  and  otly,  aid 
in  bringing  about  the  required  result.  Such  treatment  should  con- 
sist of  non-irritating  alkaline  sprays  for  cleansing  and  medicated 
oily  sprays  or  mildly  astringent  applications  to  the  mucosa, 
employed  with  sufficient  fre([uency  to  maintain  the  utmost  cleanli- 
ness and  to  relieve  inllammation.  Later  on  measures  to  promote 
absorption  of  inflammatory'  exudate  and  to  prevent  the  formation 
of  adhesions  in  the  tympanic  cavity  become  necessary.  The 
internal  administration  of  such  remedies  as  the  iodids  in  various 
forms,  intranasal  cleanliness,  gargarisms,  and  occasionally  a  diapho- 
retic will  l>e  found  to  aid  in  this  process. 

In  uncomplicated  cases  the  discharge  gradually  subsides  and 
disappears  altogetticr  in  from  one  or  two  days  to  four  weeks. 

Careful  hearing  tests  are  made  and  recorded  from  time  to  time 
following  an  acute  otitis  media  until  the  record  shows  practically 
perfect  liearing,  without  tinnitus  or  evidences  of  adhesions. 
Recovery  is  never  considered  cumplete  until  the  absence  of  exudate 
in  the  Eustachian  tube  has  been  clearly  demonstrated  by  aural 
auscultation. 

During  the  later  stages,  after  the  intranasal  infection  has  sub- 
sided sufficiently  to  permit  it,  beneficial  results  are  occasionally 
obtained  by  cathcterizatifin,  thus  blowing  the  pus  into  the  external 
auditory  canal. 

In  every  case  immediately  after  paracentesis  a  smear  should 
be  prepared  for  laboratory  examination,  always  bearing  in  mind 
that  a  culture  examination  is  preferable.  Tuberculosis,  diabetes, 
or  syphilis  as  types  represent  conditions  which  seriously  interfere 
with  tlie  general  treatment  of  purulent  otitis  media,  and  the  general 
examination  of  the  patient  at  the  first  visit  shoOld  elicit  informa- 
tion on  these  points.  In  several  instances  the  author  has  seen  an 
apparently  uncontrollable  acute  purulent  otitis  media  rapidly  sub- 
si<le  as  the  result  of  proper  dieting  of  a  diabetic  patient. 

After  the  acute  symptoms  have  subsided,  especially  when  the 
inflammatory  exudate  has  been  extensive,  it  becomes  necessary  to 
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maintain  ihc  mobility  of  the  drum  and  ossicles  by  means  of  various 
forni:>  of  massage. 

The  complications  arc  to  be  met  as  individual  conditions.  Pus 
retention  must  be  relieved,  furuncles  incised;  cczcmatous  excoria- 
tions must  be  treated  locally,  periostiti.'i  hubjcclcd  to  incision  or 
relieved  by  local  measures.  Clandular  swetlin(js  rciinire  tlic  proper 
internal  medication  and  application  of  soothing  ointments — in  other 
word*,  each  complication  as  it  arises  must  be  treated  ani  an  indi- 
vidual lesion,  and  the  treatment  given  must  Include  the  treatment 
of  the  otitis  at  the  same  time. 

OTITIS  MEDIA  NEONATORUM. 

This  is  a  separate  and  distinct  class  of  acute  purulent  otiti:) 
media  occurring  in  the  newborn  cbild,  the  suppurative  process  being 
due  to  dccontpuiinjj-  amniotic  (luid  in  which  bacteria  find  growth  la 
the  tympanic  cavity.  The  disease  is  practically  limiieil  to  its  occur- 
rence in  badly  nourished  and  marasmic  infants.  W  hile  it  presents 
the  same  etiological  factors  as  purulent  otitis  media  in  adults,  it 
has,  in  addition,  to  contend  witti  the  extreme  susceptibility  of  the 
infantile  mucosa  to  the  influences  of  infection.  The  type  of  infec- 
tion is  usually  pncumococcus.  The  general  symptoms  of  fever  and 
emaciation  frequently  predominate  over  the  local  car  symptoms. 
In  fact,  extreme  pain  is  rarely  present.  The  temperature,  however, 
is  considerable.  The  exudate  in  the  tympanic  cavity,  usually  of  a 
purulent  cliarHcter,  shows  no  tendency  to  perforate  llie  niemhrana 
tynipani;  it  should,  therefore,  be  permitted  to  escape  by  perform- 
ing paracentesis  even  in  the  absence  of  violent  ear  symptoms,  since 
the  beneficial  efTccls  upon  the  di^'cstion  and  general  nutrition 
become  most  marked.  Whenever  a  newborn  child  presents  the 
general  symptoms  nf  intestinal  disturbance,  catarrhal  or  pulmonary 
aflfertions  or  inalnntrilion,  the  car  should  he  carefully  examined, 
even  in  the  absence  of  any  symptoms  pointing  definitely  to  this 
organ. 

The  otitis  media  of  the  newborn  infant  is  somewhat  charac- 
teristic, and  wc  therefore  include  it  here  as  it  is  a  type  of  acute 
purulent  otitis  media. 

Acute  purulent  otitis  media  in  very  young  children  may  be 
complicated  by  the  extension  of  the  tnfiammatory  agents  from  the 
tympanic  cavity  by  way  of  the  still  npcn  tympanomastoid  fissure, 
resulting  in  mastoid  abscess.  The  disease,  while  usually  simple 
and  amenable  tn  treatment,  commonly  results  in  extensive  necrotic 
masinidiiis.  requiring  operative  interference.  It  may  be  stated. 
however,  that  usually  otitis  media  neonatorum  purulenta  is  a  mild 
inflammatory  process. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  MIDDLE  EAR. 
(CoHlinutd.) 


ACUTE  DISEASES  OF  THE  MASTOID  PROCESS. 
Periostitis  of  the  Mastoid  Process. 

Ry  pcriostiiis  is  meant  an  inflammation  ni  the  perinstcal  cover-' 
ing  of  the  mast«jifl  proccs-*.  Tt  may  l^c  eitlicr  primary  or  secondary. 
A  periostitis  localized  to  ihe  posterior  osseous  canal  wall,  which 
is  often  observed,  is  in  reality  a  sulKlivision  iif  the  .secondary  lypc 
of  the  disease- 
Primary  Acute  Periostitis  of  the  Mastoid  Process. 

Primary  acute  periostitis  is  a  rare  disease,  and  I*  more  common 
in  adults  than  in  children.  It  is  an  indanimatidn  which  involves 
the  periosteum  of  the  mastoid  process,  and  which  varies  in  dej^ree 
from  that  of  a  simple  type  to  that  of  purulent  periostitis. 

Symptoms. — The  disease  is  cliaracierizcd  by  a  circumscribed 
inflamed  area  of  perio*icuin  of  solid  con.«i*;tcncy.  without  involve- 
ment t'f  (he  mcmbrana  tympani  or  external  canal.  As  the  dil^ease 
prnjjrcs^cs  the  sofi  tissue'*  overlying  Ihc  diseased  area  become 
rapidly  tumefied  and  exhibit  marked  superficial  redness.  When 
located  near  the  pnsiauricular  attachment  the  pinna  is  made  to 
project  unduly.  Pain  is  severe  and  is  accompanied  by  marked 
superficial  tenderness  upon  pressure  over  the  surface  of  the  swell- 
ing. When  severe.  Ilic  affection  induces  considerable  headache, 
slight  fever  and  stifTncss  of  the  nuiscles  upon  the  affected  side. 

Primary  periostitis  often  runs  its  course  to  resolution  without 
suppuration;  i>ccasinnally  an  abscess  formation  results,  but  the 
disease  rarely  terminates  in  fistidous  tracts  and  caries  of  the 
mastoid  cortex.  The  latter  complications  occur  only  a«  a  result 
of  severe  traumatism  or  some  constitutional  disease  like  syphilis 
or  tuberculosis. 

Diagnosis.^li  becomes  neccssar>'  to  eliminate  primary  disease 
of  the  mastoid  cells,  acute  purulent  otitis  media,  edematous  derma- 
titis, glandular  swellings  an<I  dcep-scaicd  furuncles  in  the  posterior 
canal  wall  in  order  tn  establish  a  diagnosis  of  acute  primary  perios- 
titis fif  the  mastoid. 

Progno^s. — The  prognosis  is  favorable  in  uncomplicated  case.*. 

Secondary  Periostitis  of  the  Mastoid  Process. 

Etiology. — In  secondary  periostitis  the  primary  (octis  of  inflam- 
mation is  located  either  in  the  periosteum  of  the  external  auditory 
canal,  with  extension  to  that  portion  of  the  periosteum  covering 
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the  mastoid,  extension  by  contiguity  from  an  acute  or  chronic  sup- 
puration of  the  middle  car,  or  the  mastoid  cortex  breaks  down  as  a 
result  of  purulent  mastoiditis.  In  nearly  every  case  of  furuncle 
involving  ihc  posterior  wall  <if  the  external  auditory  cana!  there  is 
more  or  less  involvement  of  the  periosteum  rnvcrinfj  the  mastoid 
process.  'i"he  author  has  observed  many  such  eases  accompanied 
by  marked  displacement  of  the  pinna  a^  a  result  of  the  tumefaction 


Vif.   124 — Exlt-riiat  pirinslitis  of  the  maatoUl  process  due  to  furun- 
culosii  oi  ilic  cxicniKl  auOiiOfy  mcniua  and  simulating;  advanced  acute 


rnfiammation  of  the  tissue.  In  both  cases  the  external  appear- 
ance yectns  lo  indicate  advanced  masiniditis.  One  such  case  was 
referred  by  tiic  family  physician  with  a  request  that  a  mastoid 
operation  be  performed  (I'ij*.  124).  A  free  incision  of  a  larfje 
furuncle  wiihin  ilie  canal  in  this  case  resulted  in  a  cure,  inasmuch 
as  the  mastoid  cells  were  not  diseased.  When  secondary  periostitis 
U  accompanied  by  acute  or  chronic  purulent  otitis,  the  periosteal 
involvement  takes  place  by  extension,  from  the  tympanic  cavity,  or 
it  results  from  the  breaking  down  of  the  cortex,  following  involve- 
ment of  the  mastoid  cells. 
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Secondary  periosteal  suppuration  resulting-  from  purulent 
mastoiditis  is  more  common  in  children  than  in  adults,  because  the 
cortex  is  less  dense  and  tiie  anatomical  sutures,  beinjj  more  or  less 
open,  permit  pus  from  the  deeper  parts  to  reach  the  surface  more 
easily  than  in  the  fully  ossified  sutures  of  the  adult. 

Course. — Since  secondary  periostitis  of  the  mastoid  process 
invariably  has  a  purulent  origin  it  usually  terminates  in  abscess. 
As  a  rule,  the  periosteal  abscess  either  communicates  directly  or 
indirectly  with  a  primary  abscess  located  elsewhere. 

Secondary  peri(»stitis  of  the  coverinjj  of  the  posterior  bony 
external  auditory  canal  wall  may  either  follow  acute  or  ciironic 
purulent  otitis  media.  In  children,  because  the  pus  from  the  middle 
ear  often  finds  vent  externally  through  the  petromastoid  suture,  it 
irritates  and  inflames  the  periosteum  covering  the  bone  in  the 
auditory  canal.  Furthermore,  the  latter  type  of  secondary  periostitis 
may  result  from  deep-seated  furuncle  or  from  injury.  The  later 
appearance  of  exostosis  at  the  site  of  the  periosteal  inflammation  is 
an  unpleasant  sequela. 

Diagnosis. — The  diagnosis  of  secondary  periostitis  of  the 
mastoid  process  must  be  determined  by  the  presence  of  a  post- 
auricuiar  fluctuating  swelling  occurring  in  conjunction  with  the 
purulent  mastoiditis,  purulent  otitis  media,  or  furunculosis  of  the 
external  auditory  meatus. 

Treatment. — During  the  early  stage  of  primary  acute  periosti- 
tis of  the  mastoid  process  the  treatment  is  mainly  antiphlogistic. 
The  Leiter  coil  (Fig.  47)  may  be  applied  for  from  twenty-four  to 
thirty-six  hours.  This  relieves  pain  and  retards  inflammation. 
The  coil  is  contraindicated  whenever  purulent  exudate  has  already 
formed  in  the  tissue.  Dry  lieat.  preferably  the  hot-water  bottle, 
applied  to  the  surface  is  soothing,  and  its  employment  is  permis- 
sible, especially  during  tiie  pus  stage.  Local  depletion  by  blood- 
letting is  also  advised  during  the  early  stage.  Two  or  three  drams 
of  blood  withdrawn  by  means  of  an  artificial  leech  (Fig.  58) 
applied  near  the  border  of  the  tumefaction  will  materially  reduce 
the  tension  and  afTord  relief. 

Whenever  the  inflammatory  symptoms  persist  for  three  or 
more  days  and  deep-seated  fluctuation  can  be  felt,  tiie  tumor  should 
be  incised  freely  in  obedience  t<i  the  laws  governing  all  suppurative 
processes.  Oliserviiig  liie  usual  rules  as  to  asepsis,  the  incision 
should  be  of  sufficient  length  to  freely  open  the  abscess  cavity, 
extending  through  the  periosteum  to  tlie  bone.  After  evacuating 
the  pus,  all  detritus  or  necrosed  areas  are  to  be  removed  by  curet- 
tage, and  the  resulting  cavity  packed  with  sterile  gauze.  Since 
secondary  periostitis  arises  from  inflammatory  or  purulent  disease 
of  the  auditory  canal,  tympanum  or  mastoid  process,  the  essence 
of  treatment  lies  in  curing  the  provocative  lesions. 
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Acute  Purulent   Mastoiditis. 

The  term  mastoiditis  is  here  einpluycd  to  define  an  inflam- 
matory process  involving  the  tissues  of  the  mastoid  antrum  snd 
mastoid  cells,  whiclt  is  induced  by  an  invasion  of  pathogenic 
micro-organisms. 

With  rare  exceptions  the  disease  orininalcs  in  a  similar  process 
which  has  primarily  developed  in  the  tympanic  cavity,  the  exten- 
sion being  by  contiguity  through  the  aditus. 

General  Pathology. — The  contiguity  of  the  mucous  nicmbra.nc 
in  the  mastoid  process  (lining  nf  the  mastoid  cells)  with  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  middle  ear^tympanic  cavity  (I'ig.  W) — having 
long  since  been  defmiiely  established  by  Bezold  and  Potitzer,  it 
fdltows  that  (he  mucosa  of  the  mastoid  antrum  and  mastoid  cells 
usually  becomes  involved  to  some  extent  in  every  case  of  middle- 
ear  suppuration.  In  the  majority  of  case?,  however,  the  purulent 
invasion  of  the  mastoid  process  subsides  very  quickly  in  response 
to  drainage  and  as  a  result  of  final  resolution  of  the  inflammation 
in  the  tympanic  cavity.*  According  to  Bezold,  however,  in  at 
least  ''  per  cent,  of  cases  of  acute  purulent  otitis  media,  the  inflam- 
matory invasion  attacks  some  portion  of  the  bone  and  tis^ucK  of  the 
middle-ear  tract,  necrosis  of  varying  degrees  ensues,  and  thus  a 
ci>ndili«jn  is  pro<luccd  which,  strictly  speaking,  is  p.ithiilogically 
designated  as  otiih  mri-ficans  simplex. 

The  periosteal  covering  of  the  bony  surfaces  within  the  niastojd 
process,  which  is  composed  of  ihe  mucous  membrane  lining  the 
cells,  becomes  swollen  throngh  hyperemia  and  inliltration  with 
inflammatory  exudate.  The  infiltration  of  the  lining  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  cells  of  the  mastoid  process  interferes  with  the  blood- 
supply  of  the  intracellular  bony  warlls.  The  tissue  thus  loses 
its  fatty  elements,  and  becomes  converted  into  inflammatory  granu- 
lation tissue.  The  blood-supply  of  portions  of  the  osseous  struc- 
tures having  become  lessened  because  of  pressure  on  the  vessels  by 
the  swollen  tissues,  bone  necrosis  ensues,  and  some  absorption  of 
the  intercell-walU  results.  Thus  from  a  series  of  small  cells, 
lined  with  healthy  mucous  membrane,  the  mastoid  process  becomes, 
in  a  case  of  progressively  advancing  purulent  mastoiditis,  a  bony 
process  containing  a  series  of  larger  cavities  formed  by  the  breaking 
down  of  the  walls  of  the  small  cells,  the  inflammatory  contents  of 
which  also  coalesce.  Kventnally  the  progress  of  the  disc.ise  reaches 
the  outer  <corlex)  or  irmer  (cranial)  table,  and.  continuing,  it  may 
cause  absorption  at  some  given  point,  .\bsorption  of  the  inner 
wall  permits  the  infection  to  invade  the  middle  nr  posterior  cranial 
fossa,  the  lateral  sinus  or  the  labyrinth,  depending  npon  the  exact 
portion  attacked.  Absorption  of  the  outer  wall  opens  the  cortex 
from  within  and  the  pus  pours  out  dircctiv  underneath  ilie  perios- 
teum. In  this  event  we  have  the  condition  designated  as  jmS- 
f'triosleai  mastoid  abscess  (Fig.  125).    Often,  especially  in  children, 
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the  inflammatory  invasion  advances  even  farther  hy  penetrating 
the  periosteum,  from  which  point  it  cither  escapes  by  directly  per- 
forating the  skin,  or  burrows  downward  into  the  cellular  tissues  of 
the  neck. 

The  determining  factor  in  the  entire  patholog;icaI  process  is 
the  purulent  exudate,  which  seems  to  become  caught  in  the  network 
of  cells  in  the  mastoid  process,  and  which,  because  of  lack  of  out- 
flow, stagnates  and  spreads  the  infection.  Uoenninghaus  claims  to 
have  j)r(>vcn  that  when,  either  throush  spontaneous  perforation 
or  surgical  opening  of  the  mastoid  cortex,  a  flow  of  the  retained 
pus  is  established,  the  further  progress  of  the  destruction  of  bone 
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Fig,  125.— Subperiosteal  mastoid  abscess. 

ceases,  thus  demonstrating  that  the  retention  under  pressure  of  the 
pus  is  the  principal  cause  of  the  destruction  of  bone  within  the 
mastoid  process. 

The  pathologic  lesions  thus  outlined  have  been  grouped  clinic- 
ally under  the  general  term  acute  purulent  mastoiditis. 

Etiology. — The  same  factors  which  enter  into  the  causation 
of  purulent  otitis  media  may  be  considered  as  etiological  to  acute 
purulent  mastoiditis.  Strictly  speaking,  punilcnt  mastoiditis  is 
mduced  by  an  invasion  of  pathogenic  micro-organisms  into  the 
mastoid  antrum  and  culls  from  the  tympanic  cavity  by  the  con- 
tiguous route,  VIZ..  the  aditus  ad  antrum. 

.\cute  purulent  mastoidal  inflammation  someitmes  develops 
during  the  course  of  chronic  purulent  otitis  media,  and,  while  the 
apparently  acute  attack  may  only  seem  an  exacerbation  of  the  exist- 
ing chronic  mastoiditis,  the  fact  remains  that,  during  the  course  of 
a  chronic  purulent  otitis  media,  an  acute  purulent  mastoiditis  may 
occur  at  any  time,  so  that  chronic  purulent  otitis  media  must  be 
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considered  as  being  in  etiological  relationship  to  acute  purulent 
mastoiditis. 

Richardson  and  others  have  shown  thai  the  mastoid  process 
may  become  iiivolvi-d  in  an  osteomyelitis  of  the  temporal  bone. 
Occasionally  a  purulent  process  wliich  has  primarily  Involved  the 
periosteum  of  the  posterior  external  canal  wall  extends  directly 
through  its  bony  wall  into  the  mastoid  cells.  This  occurs  in  young" 
children  more  often  tlian  in  adults. 

Faihirc  to  establish  timely  and  efficient  drainage  of  pus 
through  the  drum  membrane,  cither  by  spontaneous  rupture  or 
through  incision  in  cases  of  acute  purulent  otitis  media,  is  a 
conim»jn  determining  factor  in  tlie  causation  of  acute  mastoi<lills. 
Infectious  diseases,  notably   the   exanthcin.-5ta.   inHucnza.   typhoid 

[ievcr  and  pneumonia,  are  provocali\e  uf  middle-car  sujtpuration 
and  mastoiditis,  the  invasion  beiny  partly  due  to  the  distinctive 
lypes  of  pathogenic  organisms  which  characterize  these  diseases, 
and  partly  also  to  the  greatly  lowered  vitality  of  the  individual 
wilt)  has  been  suhjccicd  to  prolonged  suffering. 

Lowered  vitality  from  any  cause,  whether  from  general  sys- 
temic diseases,  such  as  diabetes,  Bright's  disease,  anemia,  constitu- 

.tional  vices  or  physical  exhaustion,  strongly  predisposes  tu  mas- 

rloiditis,  whenever  a  purulent  otitis  media  ensues. 

The  constitutional  status  undoubtedly  plays  a  prominent  role 
in  the  development  of  mastoiditis,  whatever  may  be  the  exciting 
cause.  Thus,  syphilis  and  tuberculosis  in  the  parentage  or  in  the 
individual  may  be  said  to  act  as  predisposing  etiological  factors, 
allbougii  the  mastoiditis  f't-r  se  may  not  necessarily  be  cither 
syphilitic  or  tuberculous  in  character.    .'Xmong  children  this  predis- 

■posing  dyscrasia,  according  to  Korner  and  others,  is  of  more  than 
passing  interest  as  an  etiological  factor  in  mastoid  disease.  The 
types  mentioned  in  the  preceding  paragraph  should  not  be  con- 
founded with  true  tubereulinis  mastoiditis. 

Course  and  Symptoms. — .\cutc  purulent  mastoiditis  is  divisible 
into  two  general  types : — 

1.  A  form  which  is  almost  painless  but  characterized  by  a  very 
profuse  otorrhea. 

2.  A  form  evidencing  intense  deep-seated  pain  from  the  very 
beginning  and  having  only  a  moderate  amount  of  ear  discharge. 

The  hrst-mentioned  type,  wherein  the  attack  of  mastoiditis 
develops  without  pain  and  with  a  very  profuse  otorrhea,  is  the 
rarer  of  the  two  forms.  Occurring  in  this  form  it  is  not  easily 
recognizable,  because  of  the  absence  of  pain.  There  is  but  little 
pus  retention  and  consequently  little  pain.  The  only  fact  that 
impresses  the  observer  in  this  group  of  cases  as  signi^cant  is  the 
excess  of  the  car  discharge.  Ordinarily,  after  an  early  incision  of 
the  drum  membrane  for  the  relief  of  an  attack  of  acute  purulent 
otitis  media,  the  car  discharge  gradually  subsides  in  from  two  to 
three  days  to  as  many  weeks.  As  it  subsides  it  trradually  becomes 
less  and  less  purulent,  then  mucopurulent  and  finally  it  gradually 
ceases.    In  such  cases  the  cessation  of  the  pus  flow  is  coincident 
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with  the  healing  of  the  perforation  in  the  drum  membrane.  But,  in 
the  cases  of  mastoiditis  of  the  type  under  discussion,  instead  of  this 
finding,  the  character  of  the  otorrhea  becomes  gradually  more  and 
more  purulent  as  time  goes  on,  even  when  the  discharge  was  less 
marked  at  the  commencement  of  the  attack.  The  external  auditory 
canal  immediately  refills  with  pus  after  being  cleansed,  and  it  is 
hardly  possible  to  obtain  an  exact  otoscopic  picture.  The  momen- 
tary view  reveals  a  red,  infiltrated,  and  macerated  drum  membrane 
containing  a  perforation  of  varying  size  and  location,  through 
which  there  is  a  flow  of  pus  which  during  the  early  stages  may  be 
streaked  with  blood.  It  is  evident  th^t  this  excessive  flow  cannot 
emanate  from  the  tympanic  cavity  alone,  and  hence  must  come 
from  the  interior  of  the  mastoid  process.  Especially  pathog- 
nomonic, therefore,  is  the  evidence  furnished  by  a  gradual  increase 
in  the  quantity  of  purulent  exudate. 

The  general  health  necessarily  must  suffer  under  the  bodily 
loss  which  is  induced  by  the  drainage  of  the  excessive  discharge. 
Hence  the  patient  gradually  becomes  weak,  the  appetite  suffers, 
there  is  loss  of  weight,  and  occasionally  there  are  elevations  of 
temperature  to  be  noted.  During  the  latent  stages  the  mastoid 
cortex  may  show  no  swelling  and  no  tenderness  to  pressure,  and 
subjectively  the  patients  complain  of  no  pain.  The  condition  may 
continue  thus  for  a  considerable  period,  although  at  any  time 
pus  retention  may  take  place  and  cause  pain  and  the  other  symp- 
toms typified  in  type  two. 

In  certain  cases  the  mastoid  cortex  becomes  perforated  and 
then,  as  the  periosteum  is  reached,  pain  on  pressure  begins  and 
swelling  behind  the  ear  becomes  evident.  In  other  cases,  because 
of  advancement  of  the  lesion,  the  perforation  takes  place  through 
the  inner  table  of  the  mastoid  and  intracranial  complications  ensue. 
More  rarely  the  labyrinth  becomes  involved.  This  type  of  mastoi- 
ditis is.  fortunately,  not  ttic  most  common,  and  it  usually  attacks 
those  whose  bodily  resistance  is  lessened  through  intercurrent 
or  preceding  disease,  especially  young  children  and  individuals  of 
all  ages  who  are  affected  witii  diabetes. 

The  regular  type  of  acute  purulent  mastoiditis,  which  is  accom- 
panied from  the  beginning  by  pain  and  a  more  moderate  otorrhea, 
is  the  most  common  type  of  the  disease.  Pain  is  evinced  upon 
pressure  and  also  felt  subjectively  by  the  patient.  The  initial  point 
of  tenderness  from  pressure  is  found  over  the  mastoid  antrum  (Fig. 
127).  (See  diagnosis  for  details  regarding  points  of  tenderness  on 
pressure.) 

The  pain  is  due  both  to  pressure  from  pent-up  pus  and  to  the 
inflammation  of  the  intracellular  mucosa.  After  perforation  or 
incision  of  the  drum  membrane,  the  pain  becomes  less  and  remains 
less  for  a  day  or  two  as  the  otorrhea  becomes  established;  then 
during  succeeding  days  it  gradually  becomes  more  intense,  and 
meanwhile  there  is  increased  tenderness  to  pressure  over  the  cortex 
of  the  mastoid.  The  latter  symptom  establishes  a  positive  diag- 
nostic sign. 
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The  pain  of  this  type  of  mastoiditis,  while  rarely  as  excruciating 
as  that  which  accoinpaiiit-^  an  altack  of  acute  puruleni  otitis  media 
previous  to  rupture  of  the  •Jriini  membrane,  is  continuous,  deep- 
seated  and  radiates  over  the  entire  side  of  the  cranium. 

The  facial  exprcs*;ion  is  that  of  anxiety  and  sufFerinff,  and  the 
patient  usuallv  incline;:  the  head  toward  the  afTected  side. 

A  symptom  of  mastoidiiis,  which  appears  with  comparative 
frc<iueiicy  and  one  which  the  author  has  never  seen  described  in 
otoloffical  literature,  is  tension  of  the  sternocleidomastoid  muscle. 
This  symptom  is  not  invariably  present.  The  tension  is  most 
marked  when  the  lip  cells  are  invulvcd  and  when  rupture  of  the 
masioid  cortex  has  taken  place. 

In  neglected  cases,  wherein  the  purulent  process  has  not  been 
reh'cved  by  timely  operation,  the  fold  (retroauricular)  behind  the 
concha  gradually  bccnmeii  obliieraied,  the  ear,  as  the  disease 
advances,  stands  off  from  the  head  (Fig.  125),  the  tenderness  on 
pressure  over  the  antrum  and  tip  of  the  mastoid  process  and  pos- 
teriorly over  the  entrance  of  the  inastoid  emissary  vein  increases, 
and.  Iinally,  if  a  subperiosteal  abscess  forms,  fluctuation  becomes 
evident. 

With  the  cstablislmient  of  the  sul'pcrioatcal  abscess,  the  sub- 
jective pain  usually  ceases;  but  the  swelling  continues  to  extend 
over  the  region  of  the  cortex,  and  unless  relieved  by  operation  the 
pus  may  reach  the  skin,  which  then  becomes  red  and  inflamed,  and 
spontaneous  perforation,  especially  in  cliildren,  lakes  place. 

In  a  certain  number  of  cases  the  })us  from  the  interior  of  the 
mastoid  process  breaks  through  the  iticisiira  ntastoidi-a  behind  the 
digastric  muscle.  This  type  of  ca-^es  has  been  designated  "Bi'zold's 
mastoiditis."  It  is  more  common  in  children,  although  Bcznld  esti- 
mates its  occurrence  in  20  per  cent,  of  all  cases.  Hartmann  ( 1888) 
describes  another  type  wherein  the  pus  penetrates  outward  through 
the  xygomatic  rooi  and  rupture  takes  place. 

The  author  has  recently  had  under  observation,  at  the  New 
York  Post-graduate  Hospital,  a  case  of  this  type.  Tlie  patient,  a 
child  of  about  six  years,  had  a  fistulous  opening  into  the  zygoma, 
located  about  one  incli  anterior  to  the  upper  attachment  of  the 
auricle.  The  accompanying  chronic  purulent  otitis  media  and  a 
postaortcular  fistula,  the  result  of  an  incomplete  mastoid  operation, 
furnished  indisputable  evidence  that  the  zygomatic  fistula  was 
primarily  the  result  of  a  purulent  mastoiditis. 

In  rare  instances  the  pus  burrows  between  the  membranous 
canal  wall  and  the  posterior  bony  meatal  wall. 

Finally,  perforation  may  take  place  through  the  inner  cranial 
wall  and  cause  an  intracranial  complication. 

The  general  heallli  may  remain  undisturbed.  Fever  is  present 
in  about  50  per  cent,  of  the  cases,  and  in  the  majority  of  these  only 
during  the  evening.  In  children  temperature  elevations  are  more 
frequent,  and  even  convulsions  are  sometimes  ohser\'cd. 

In  both  types  of  mastoiditis  we  find  drooping  of  the  posterior 
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superior  canal  wall,  thus  narrowing  the  lumen  of  the  canal  (Fig. 
126). 

7Vi.*  drooping  of  the  posterior  superior  canal  xvatl,  togcihcr  with 
the  bulging  of  lite  upper  sajiticnt  of  the  drumhead,  the  poin  on  pressure 
(Ti-er  the  mostcid  fossa  iantrunt),  mostuid  tip  and  mastoid  emisiary  ii-i/i, 
and  the  siynificance  Schick  must  attach  to  excessive  and  continuous 
otopyorrhea  zvhich  resists  all  approved  measures  of  local  treatment, 
constitute  the  classical  symptoms  of  acute  purulent  mastoiditis. 

Diagnosis. — The  so-called  classical  symptoms  of  acute  masloi- 
diits  nK-n:iu!)cd  in  the  prccedhi^  paragraph,  viz..  pain  in  the  mastoid 
process,  tenderness  upon  pressure  upon  the  niasiuid  cortex 
(anirnni,  tip,  zjmjnia.  mastoid  emis^nry  vein)  (ViK-  127).  the 
C|uantity  and  chnractcr  of  the  puii  discharj^c,  the  bulging  of  the 


Fig.  126. — Litrral  vii  w  (if  llit  cxliru;!!  ;.i....i.,i.  t.nij!  uiirl  t)inpanlc 
c«vity,  showing!  b(ilei»>;  of  iIk-  fio&tcrosupcriur  canal  wall  into  llw  lumen 
of  the  fxicraal  suilitory  meatus. 

upper  segment  of  the  drum  membrane  and  the  drooping  of  tj 
postcrostiporinr  canal  wall,  when  considered  in  conjunction  with 
certain  minor  and  Jess  constant  cnncomiiaiit  sym[)l<jms,  to  be  here- 
inafter mentioned,  are  suflicient  lo  delermhie  the  diagnosis. 

A  dilFcrcntial  hlnod-counl  (sec  Chapter  \'\\)  which  records 
a  marked  increase  in  the  leucocyte  count  and  a  high  polynuelcar 
percentage,  when  occurring  in  conjunction  with  other  symptoms  of 
the  disease,  tends  to  establish  a  diagnusis  of  purulent  mastoiditis. 
Likewise  the  identification  of  the  olTending  micro-organisms 
by  a  bacterial  examination  of  the  pus  discharge,  the  methods  and 
significance  of  which  are  described  in  Chapter  V,  aids  in  deter- 
mining the  probable  severity  of  the  disease  and  its  diagnosis. 

Fever  is  not  constant  in  adults,  but  is  usually  present  in  j'onng 
children.  There  is  no  characteristic  range  of  temperature  in  acute 
purulent  mastoiditis,  but  when  present  fever  is  of  diagnostic  import- 
In  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  advanced  cases  an  ex- 
amination of  the  mastoid  process  furnisher  important  material  data 
regarding  the  diagnosis.    The  manner  in  which  this  is  carried  out 
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Mcrves  special  mention.  The  patient  should  be  seated  with  his 
liick  toward  the  light,  and  the  examiner,  standing  directly  behind 
him,  should  make  a  minute  inspection  of  tlie  exterior  of  the  mastoid 
process  and  compare  it  with  the  mastoid  process  of  the  opjiosiic 
aide. 

Upon  insi>e«ion,  ihe  first  noteworthy  (act  developed  in  a  case 
is  the  absence  of  the  auriculomasioid  skin   fold.     The  cxtcrn^il  ear 


Fi£.  137.  — Shuwio);  tbrlocaliztag  points  vi  U-uJuruv^iS  upuu  };rv£;iiun: 
over  ttie  m&stoid  process, 

(concha)  is  often  pushed  outward  and  forward  and  lowered  rclalivcly 
to  the  concha  of  the  opposite  (healthy)  side  (Fig.  125). 

irpon  pressure,  tenderness  is  elicited  at  the  fossa  mastoidea 
(over  the  mastoid  antrum)  (Fig.  127).  This  is  the  most  common 
localization  of  tenderness.  Then,  in  the  order  of  fre<]Mcncy  of 
occurrence,  pain  is  evinced  by  pressure  upon  the  mastoid  tip  and 
alonn  its  posterior  margin  and  over  the  seat  of  the  zygoma  (Fig.  127). 
Finally,  jiain  is  evident  when  prcisurc  is  applied  at  the  site  of  the 
mastnifi  emissary  vein,  and  upon  its  advent  the  mastoid  operation 
should  be  performcil. 

Radiography  (Figs,  127a.  b.  c)  furnishes  valuable  confirmatory 
evidence  of  purulent  invasion  of  the  mastoid  process. 
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Differential  Diagnosis. — In  rare  instances  there  is  pain  and 
swelling  over  liie  reii^iun  o(  the  mastoid  process  as  the  result  of 
edema  due  to  a  furunculo!>is  of  the  external  auditory  caital  (Fig. 
124).  In  this  condition,  in  coniradistinciinn  to  the  swelling  in 
acute  mastoiditis,  severe  pain  is  evoked  by  any  manipulation  of  the 
auricle,  and  the  &kin  over  the  mastoid  region  can  be  pitied  by 
pressure  more  tlian  is  possible  in  mastoiditis.  The  inspeclinn  of 
the  external  auditory  canal  finally,  however,  settles  the  diagnosis. 

l*ain  and  swelling-  about  the  mastoid  process  may  also  occur 
as  a  result  of  inflammation  of  the  mastoid  lymph  glands.  This 
condition  is  generally  the  result  of  an  eczema  of  the  posterior  folds 
(if  the  cftncha  or  other  neighbor  In;,'  parts.  These  j^lands  arc  also 
often  enlarged  as  a  complication  of  chronic  otorrhea. 

The  diagnosis  is  easily  made  by  means  of  the  otoscopjc  picture. 
In  acute  mastuidilis  it  is  extremely  rare  not  to  fmd  the  middle  ear 
involved,  while  in  the  cases  where  the  swelling  is  due  to  an 
inHamination  of  the  lymphatics,  the  latter  arc  usually  localiircd  and 
somewhat  movable,  and  the  examiner  is  uftcn  able  to  make  out  the 
outlines  of  the  diseased  glands. 

Whenever  the  external  swelling  is  some  distance  back — that  is, 
when  it  seems  to  lie  over  the  mastoi<I  emissary  vein — it  furnishes 
evidence  of  deep-sealed  and  extensive  disease  of  the  mastoid  proc- 
ess, and  possibly  of  sinus-thrombosis  or  other  intracranial  compli- 
cations. When  the  external  swelling  is  low  on  the  mastoid  process, 
and  has  spread  downward  from  the  mastoid  lip  along  the  muscles 
of  the  neck,  it  is  indicative  of  the  type  of  mastoiditis  heretofore 
dcsiffnated  as  Uezold's  mastoiditis. 

Preventive  Treatment  of  Acute  Purulent  Mastoiditis. — The 
prcvcniive  irc.ntment  nf  acute  purulent  masioiditis  has  already  been 
clearly  covered  by  the  statement  that  patients  at  the  verv  com- 
mencement of  an  attack  of  acute  purulent  otitis  media  (Chapter 
Will)  should  be  placed  in  bed,  given  free  purgation,  and  that  Irec 
drainage  of  the  tympanum  should  be  established  by  means  of  a 
large  incision  through  the  drum  membrane. 

In  grippe  cases  or  whenever  the  microscope  reveals  a  strep- 
tococcic invasion  of  the  mastoid  process,  no  prolonged  abortive 
attempts  should  be  maintained.  The  same  holds  true  in  all  cases  of 
acute  mastoiditis  occurring  in  cases  of  chronic  purulent  otitis  media. 
In  fact,  as  soon  as  a  positive  diagnosis  of  pus  invasion  of  the  mastoid 
cells  can  be  made,  tlie  time  has  arrived  when  operative  interference 
must  be  seriously  considered.  The  great  increase  in  the  number 
of  mastoid  operations  performed  in  recent  years  has  raised  the 
question  in  many  minds  as  to  wbetlicr  these  operations  arc  not 
performed  with  too  great  frctjucncy.  The  question  is  proper  and 
worthy  of  consideration.  Intelligent  conservatism  should  be  the 
basis  of  action. 

There  is  but  lillle  doubt  that  the  enthusiasm  of  some  otologists 
has  carried  them  beyond  reasonable  limits  in  operating  upon  cases 
of  acute  mastoiditis.  Of  the  cases  of  acute  purulent  otitis  media 
with  tenderness  over  (he  mastoid  antrum  and  even  more  general 


Fig.  127(1. — The  radiograph  rc|ircsciils  a  normal  niastoii)  process 
(fiiieuinatic  typt-l.  It  will  b*  nniai  thai  the  jfygomatic  cells  exlcnr!  wcW 
forward.  The  nunihiTcc!  iminls  in  Ihc  radiogra'di  arc  intcrprctcij  as  fal- 
lows: I,  ihc  external  canal  ihroiidh  which  the  ni.-illeHa  is  visible;  2,  lJnr 
lip  i»f  Ihf  masioirl  process;  3,  ihc  ouilitivs  nf  the  auricle;  4.  the  outlines 
of  the  lateral  sinus;  5.  thr  condyle  of  the  lower  jaw. 
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indications  for  iltc  simple  mastoid  operation  as  follows:  A  simple 
masioid  operation  is  indicated  whtrtvcr  a  puruloiit  inBammatory 
process  has  invaded  the  mastoid  antrum  and  mastoid  cclU  with  the 
fotlowing  evidences; — 

1.  Pain  over  the  mastoid  region.  The  pain  is  deep-seated 
and  coniinuous,  and  radiates  over  the  entire  side  of  the  cranium. 
The  facial  expression  is  thai  of  anxiety  and  sutTcring. 

2.  Tenderness  on  pressure  over  the  mastoid  cortex.  The 
localizini^  points  of  tenderness  are  found  over  the  mastoid  antrum. 
the  mastoid  tip.  along  the  itygoma  and  al>out  the  entrance  of  the 
mastoid  emissary  vein.    Tenderness  is  sometimes  entirely  a1)sent. 

3.  Dro<iping  of  the  posicrosupcrior  canal  wall,  and  bulging  of 
the  drum  menihrane  which  dues  not  diminish  as  a  result  of 
paracenle.sis. 

4.  Fever.  The  rise  in  temperature  is  not  characteristic,  but  is 
more  marked  in  infants  and  young  children. 

3.  Discharge.  The  discharge  may  be  simply  excessive  with  a 
tendency  to  increase  rather  than  diminish;  it  may  be  of  virulent 
type,  or  a  sudden  cessation  of  discharge  may  take  place  with 
simultaneous  increase  of  mastoid  pain.  .\  prolonged  profuse  aural 
diseliarge  which  resists  all  approved  measures  of  local  treatment. 
including  paracentesis,  is  cuiisidcred  by  many  otologists  to  furnish 
sufRcieni  indication  for  the  performance  of  tlie  simple  mastoid 
operation.  Some  recent  experiences  have  led  the  author  to  believe 
that,  given  an  acute  purulent  otitic  inHammation  with  fetid  o  lor. 
wlierein  it  has  been  demonstrated  that  the  invasion  has  been  one 
of  the  more  virulent  types  of  pathogenic  bacteria,  and  in  patients 
of  weakened  viialiiy  if  the  discharge  manifests  no  tendency  to 
abate  after  six  or  eight  weeks,  a  mastoid  operation  must  be  seriously 
considered.  In  the  majority  of  cases  of  this  type  occurring  in  my 
practice  extensive  disease  of  the  mastoid  cells  has  been  found. 

6.  Subperiosteal,  postauricular  swelling,  with  or  without  super- 
ficial abscess, 

7.  The  operation  is  imperative  in  the  presence  of  sj-mptoms 
of  intracranial  complications,  or  of  purulent  labyrinthitis. 

8.  The  advent  of  facial  paralysis.  This  complication  invariably 
indicates  the  nercssity  for  an  immediate  mastoid  operation,  on 
account  of  the  intimate  relationship  which  exists  between  the  facial 
canal  and  the  labyrinth. 

9.  RIckkI  examinations  (see  Chapter  Vtl)  in  conjunction  with 
other  symptoms  of  mastoiditis  are  of  great  diagnostic  value.  A 
high  leucncytosis  and  polynuclear  percentage  indicates  the  presence 
of  infccti()n  in  some  i>ortion  of  the  body. 

In  adilition  to  the  ahovc-meniioned  indications,  it  may  be 
stated  that,  on  account  of  the  manifest  danger  of  serious  complica- 
tions, the  mastoid  operation  is  a  life-saving  measure,  and,  although 
it  is  performed  primarily  in  the  interest  of  the  life  of  the  individual, 
there  are  secondary  considerations  which  materially  enhance  its 
value,  and,  as  a  conscfinoncc.  are  worthy  of  note  at  thi*  point. 

Tbc  mastoid  operation  in  acute  mastoiditis  quickly  terminates 


DISEASES  OF  THE  MASTOID  PROCESST 


a  purulent  necrotic  process  which  otherwise  might  become  chronic 
and  attended  with  all  the  train  of  deleterious  and  dangerous  results 
which  accompany  this  truuhlcsoine  affection.  I'o  mcniion  them  is 
sufticcnt:  1.  N*ecro>i.s  of  bony  areas  which  are  closely  related  to 
vital  structures.  Z  The  prolonged  and  constant  danger  of  serious 
labyrinthine  and  intracranial  complications.  3.  Loss  ol  hearing  and 
persistence  of  otorrhea. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that,  even  thoug:h  a  patient  suffering  from 
acute  mastoiditis  might  recover  from  the  acute  symptoms  without 
loss  of  life,  such  recovery  is  prone  to  he  followed  by  the  sequclffi 
above  mentioned;  whereas  an  operation,  skillfully  performed,  in 
due  season,  brings  to  an  end  the  puruk-nt  jiroccss,  tfHii  perfect 
hearing  results. 

The  time  for  operative  interference  h  ever  dependent  upon 
a  satisfactory  diagnosis  of  the  presence  of  destructive  purulent 
inflammation  in  the  ma.ttoid  cells.  Ju«t  when  the  exact  time  has 
arrived  may  not  be  measured  by  days  or  hours,  but  the  simple 
mastoid  operation  should  be  performed  in  acute  purulent  inflam- 
mation which  involves  the  mastoid  cells,  whenever  a  permanent 
remission  of  symptoms  has  not  been  effected  either  by  drainage 
through  the  drum  membrane,  rest  in  bed,  or  the  employment  of 
ihe  local  measures  heretofore  described. 

Much  has  been  written  in  favor  of  a  so-called  early,  simple 
mastoid  operation,  and  if  by  this  is  meant  operation  as  soon  as  it 
can  positively  be  demonstrated  that  a  purulent  inflammatory  process 
has  invaded  l!ie  mastoid  cells,  whicli  is  too  virulent  and  too  exten- 
sive to  offer  any  hope  of  spontaneous  cure  either  by  drainage  or 
absorption,  then  the  early  operation  is  to  be  recommended. 

On  the  contrary,  it  is  not  wise  to  operate  immediately  upon 
every  patient  who  has  tenderness  on  pressure  over  the  mastoid 
itrum,  during  the  tirst  three  or  fdur  days  i»f  the  attack,  for  the 
reason  that  in  the  milder  cases  it  is  quite  possible  for  drainage 
through  the  adiius,  combined  with  local  absorption,  to  effect  a 
cure  without  operation,  and,  further,  it  is  deemed  safer  in  the 
interest  of  Ihe  patient  to  operate  after  nature  has  thrown  out  some 
protective  limitations  to  the  disease  within  the  mastoid  cells. 

There  arc  some  dangerous  indications  whicli  call  for  immediate 
op«ration.  whatever  the  concomitant  symptoms  may  be,  and  among 
these  are: — 

(a)  .An  acute  mastoiditis  occurring  in  an  ear  which  is  the  seat 
of  chronic  purulent  otorrhea. 

(b)  L'pon  the  advent  of  symptoms  of  labyrinthitis,  the  chief 
of  which  are  destroyi-d  audition,  nausea,  vertigo  and  nystagmus. 

(c)  The  appearance  of  facial  paralysis. 

((/)  The  appearance  of  sympinm^  of  intracrani;il  involvement. 

Tn  define  the  simple  mastoid  operation  it  mav  be  stated  that 
when  properly  performed  it  ■ihonld  extend  to  the  limitations  of  the 
disease,  and  this  usually  calls  for  the  rtnioval  of  the  mastoid  cortex. 
the  complete  excavation  of  all  mastoid  cells,  especially  the  large 
cells  at  the  tip,  those  posterior  to  the  sigmoid  flexure,  those  about 
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mastoid  tenderness,  wlien  seen  early,  and  placed  in  lu^d  for  oliscrva- 
lion,  drainag;c  and  local  treatment,  more  than  50  per  cent,  recover 
without  operation  except  iiiciition  ot  the  drum  membratie. 

On  ilic  other  hand,  in  the  private  and  hospital  practice  of 
expert  otologists,  a  mistaken  diagnosis  is  a  rare  exception. 

Even  in  the  face  of  the  large  numbers  of  mastoid  operations 
bcing^  performed  today  many  patients  are  still  deprived  of  their 
hearing  and  many  lives  are  still  sacrificed,  as  a  result  of  either 
delayed  operation  or  neglect  to  operate  at  all.  Conservatism,  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  operation  for  acute  mastoiditis,  while  always 
commendable  and  much  to  be  desired,  is,  when  carried  to  the 
extreme,  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  patient. 

Treatment. — The  treatment  of  acute  mastoiditis  in  its  early 
stages  ii  exactly  similar  to  that  indicated  for  acute  otitis  media. 
The  patient  is  put  to  bed.  the  memhrana  tympani  freely  incised. 
tlie  patient's  bowels  and  diet  carefully  re^^iilated.  and  the  afiected 
[Car  is  meanwhile  douched  with  normal  salt  or  warm  bichlorid  of 
mercury  solution  (l^^^*^  to  l:6000j  every  few  hours.  (For  full 
details  regarding-  douching  of  the  ear  the  reader  is  referred  to 
Chapter  Vm.) 

The  Bier  method  of  treatment  by  artificially  inducing  hyper- 
emia has  its  advocates  in  selected  cases,  notably  Keppler  and  Heine 
in  Hurnpc  and  Kopetzky  ( l-'iR.  ?•:>)  in  America.  Tnis  consists  of 
placing  a  rub!>er  band  one-half  inch  in  width  about  the  neck,  sufti- 
ciently  tiglit  lo  cj.u.'^e  a  hyperemia  of  the  head.  The  liyperemia 
must  be  sufiicient  io  reiuk-r  ihc  skin  warm  In  the  touch,  and  the 
band  must  be  kept  in  place  eighteen  hours  in  every  twenty-four  and 
must  not  be  so  tijjht  as  to  impede  the  act  of  respiration  or  swallow- 
ing. As  a  remedial  a^eut  it  seems  to  possess  some  abortive  action 
upon  acute  mastoiditis  when  applied  during  the  incipient  staj^e, 
upon  patient!*  who  arc  kept  under  clo^c  supervision.  It  must  never 
be  used  in  aged  per.ple.  or  Iho^ie  with  artcrio^iclerosis,  or  those  in 
whom  there  is  kidney  disease.  In  the  later  stages  of  acute  mastoi- 
ditis the  trial  of  the  treatment  has  shown  it  to  be  valueless,  and 
somewhat  dangerotis. 

In  fully  developed  purulent  mastoiditis,  or  in  a  case  where 
■abortive  measures  have  failed,  the  only  treatment  of  value  is  of  a 
surgical  nature,  and  tlie  operation  indicated  is  the  simple  ma.=toid 
operation.  Operation  is  indicalcd  then,  when  the  syniplnm-comidex 
herciofore  dcscril>cd  Is  presented,  or  in  cases  developing  more 
slowly  and  somewhat  atypically,  when  the  ear  discharge  has  per- 
sisted' from  two  to  four  weeks  (Korncr).  or  to  eight  weeks 
(BeziMd).  and  has  Jncrca>*c(I  in  rpiantity  as  the  time  passed  rather 
than  diminished.  The  operation  is  indicated  when  swelling,  pain, 
or  tenderness  of  the  mastoid  region  persists  longer  than  a  week  in 
spite  of  the  instituted  local  treatment — applications  of  Jcc,  etc. 
(;>chwartze>. 

In  a  recent  paper^  the  author  formulated  bis  views  as  to  the 
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indications  for  tlic  simple  mastoid  operation  as  follows:  A  simple 
mastoid  upcration  is  indicated  wherever  a  purulent  inflammatory 
procc»»  has  invaded  the  mastoid  antrum  and  mastoid  cells  with  the 
following  evidences : — 

1.  I'ain  over  tlie  mastuid  region.  TIic  pain  is  deep>seatcd 
and  coniinucius,  and  radiates  over  the  entire  side  of  the  cranium. 
The  facial  expression  is  that  of  anxiety  and  suffering. 

2.  Tenderness  on  pressure  over  the  mastoid  cortex.  The 
localising  puints  of  tenderness  are  found  over  the  mastoid  antrum, 
the  mastoid  tip.  ainng  the  zygoma  and  about  the  entrance  of  the 
masiiiiil  emissary  vein.     Tenderness  is  stmietimes  entirely  ahscni. 

3.  Drooping  of  the  post cro superior  canal  wall,  and  bulging  of 
the  drum  membrane  which  deies  not  diinini:»h  a^  a  result  of 
paracentesis. 

4.  Fever.  The  rise  in  temperature  is  not  characteristic,  but  is 
more  marked  in  infants  and  young  children. 

5.  Discharge.  The  discharge  may  be  simply  excessive  with  a 
tendency  to  increase  rather  than  diminish;  it  may  he  of  virulent 
tyi>e,  or  a  sudden  cessaiinn  of  discharge  may  take  place  with 
simultaneous  increase  of  mastoid  pain.  A  prolonged  profuse  aural 
discharge  which  resists  all  approved  measures  of  local  treatment, 
including  paraccntesi.s,  is  considered  by  many  ottdogie^ts  to  furnish 
sufTicient  Indication  for  the  performance  of  the  simple  mastoid 
operation.  Some  recent  experiences  have  led  the  author  to  believe 
that,  ti'^'cn  an  acute  purulent  otitic  inflammation  with  fetid  olor. 
wherein  it  has  been  deniunstrated  tiiat  the  invasion  has  been  nne 
of  the  more  virulent  types  of  pathogenic  bacteria,  and  in  patients 
of  weakened  vitality  if  the  discharge  manifest-^  no  tendency  to 
abate  after  six  or  eight  weeks,  a  mastoid  operation  must  be  seriously 
considered.  In  the  majority  of  cases  of  this  type  occurring  in  my 
practice  extensive  disease  of  ihc  mastoid  cells  has  been  found. 

6.  Subperiosteal,  pnstauricular  swelling,  with  or  without  super- 
ficial absces<«. 

7.  The  operation  is  imperative  in  the  presence  of  symptoms 
of  intracranial  compltcaiions.  or  of  purulent  labyrlntiiitis. 

8.  The  advent  of  facial  paralvsis.  This  complication  invariably 
indicates  the  necessity  for  an  immediate  mastoid  operation,  on 
account  of  the  intimate  relationship  which  exists  between  the  facial 
canal  and  the  labyrinth. 

9.  Itloml  examinations  (sec  Chapter  VIH  in  conjunction  with 
other  symptoms  of  mastoiditis  are  nf  great  diagnostic  value.  A 
high  Icucocytosis  and  polynuclear  percentage  indicates  the  presence 
of  infection  in  some  portion  of  the  body. 

In  addilioii  to  the  above-menlione*!  indications,  tt  may  be 
stated  that,  on  account  nf  the  manifest  danger  of  serious  complica- 
tions, the  mastoid  operation  is  a  life-saving  measure,  and,  although 
it  is  performed  primarily  in  the  inlere-'^t  of  the  life  nf  the  individual, 
there  are  secrmdary  considerations  which  materially  enhance  its 
value,  and.  as  a  consenuence.  are  worthy  nf  note  at  this  point. 

The  mastoid  operation  in  acute  mastoiditis  quickly  terminates 
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a  punilent  necrotic  process  wiiich  otherwise  might  become  chronic 
and  aucmlfd  with  all  tliu  train  vi  dck'tcriou,s  and  dangerous  results 
which  accompany  this  troublesome  affection.  To  mention  them  is 
sufficent:  1.  Necrosis  of  bony  areas  which  are  closely  related  to 
vital  structures.  2.  'Jhe  prolonged  and  constant  danger  of  serious 
labyrinthine  and  intracranial  complications.  3.  Loss  v(  hearing  and 
persistence  of  otorrliea. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that,  even  though  a  patient  sufTering  from 
acute  mastoiditis  might  recover  from  the  acute  symptoms  without 
loss  of  life,  such  recoverj-  is  prone  to  be  followed  by  the  sequels 
above  mentioned;  whereas  an  operation,  skillfully  performed,  in 
due  season,  brings  to  an  end  the  purulctit  process,  wtl/t  perfect 
ht'aring  results. 

The  time  for  operative  interference  is  ever  dependent  upon 
a  satisfactory  diagnosis  of  the  presence  of  destructive  purulent 
inllammation  in  the  mastoid  cells.  Just  when  the  exact  time  has 
arrived  may  not  be  measured  by  days  or  hours,  hut  the  -•simple 
mastoid  operation  should  be  i)ei'formed  in  acute  piiruk-nl  inllam- 
mation which  involves  the  mastoid  cells,  whenever  a  permanent 
remission  of  symptoms  has  not  been  effected  either  by  drainage 
through  the  drum  membrane,  rest  in  bed,  or  the  employment  of 
the  local  measures  heretofore  described. 

Much  has  been  written  in  favor  of  a  so-called  early,  simple 
mastoid  operation,  and  if  by  this  is  meant  operation  as  soon  as  it 
can  positively  be  demonstrated  that  a  purulent  inllamniatory  process 
has  invaded  the  mastoid  cells,  which  is  too  virulent  and  too  exten- 
sive to  offer  any  hope  <if  spnntancous  cure  cither  by  drainage  or 
absorption,  then  the  early  operation  is  to  be  recommended. 

On  the  contrary,  it  is  not  wise  to  operate  immediately  upon 
every  patient  who  has  tenderness  on  pressure  over  the  mastoid 
antrum,  during  the  first  three  or  four  days  of  the  attack,  for  the 
reason  that  in  the  milder  cases  it  is  fquitc  pos^^ible  for  drainage 
through  the  aditus.  combined  with  local  absorption,  to  effect  a 
cure  without  operation,  and,  further,  it  is  deemed  safer  in  the 
interest  of  the  patient  to  operate  after  nature  has  thrown  out  some 
protective  limitations  to  the  disease  within  the  mastoid  cells. 

Tliere  are  some  dangerous  indications  which  call  for  immediate 
operation,  whatever  the  concomitant  symptoms  may  be,  and  among 
these  are : — 

(ti)  An  acute  mastoiditis  occurring  in  an  ear  which  is  the  seat 
of  chronic  purulent  otorrhea. 

(b)  Upon  the  advent  nf  symptoms  of  labyrinthitis,  the  chief 
of  which  are  destroyed  audition,  nausea,  vertigo  and  nystagmus. 

(e)  The  appearance  of  facial  paralysis. 

(d)  The  appearance  of  symptoms  of  intracranial  involvement. 

To  define  the  simple  mastoid  operation  it  niav  be  stated  that 
when  properly  performed  it  should  e,xlend  to  tlic  limitations  of  the 
disease,  and  this  usually  calls  for  the  removal  of  the  mastoid  cortex. 
the  complete  excavation  of  all  mastoid  cells,  especially  the  large 
cells  at  the  tip,  those  posterior  to  the  sigmoid  flexure,  those  about 
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the  roof  of  the  zygoma ;  the  curetment  of  all  granulations  and 
necrosed  areas,  and  the  establishment  of  iiostaural  drainage  of  the 
mastoid  cells  and  antrum. 

The  simple  mastoid  operation,  when  skillfully  performed  and 
previous  to  the  advent  of  serious  complications,  yields  brilliant 
results,  and  is  practically  without  danger  to  the  life  of  the  patient. 

The  results  may  be  summed  up  as  follows:  1.  Relief  of  pain 
and  suffering.  2.  Cure  of  a  destructive  purulent  process,  which 
otherwise  menaces  life  and  comfort.  3.  Preservation  of  the  function 
of  hearing,  which  otherwise  might  become  destroyed  on  account  of 
continued  suppuration.  It  is  the  most  invariable  rule  that  the 
simple  mastoid  operation,  when  performed  for  the  cure  of  acute 
purulent  otitis  media  and  mastoiditis,  results  in  perfect  hearing, 
and  this  is  no  mean  argument  in  its  favor.  4.  It  lessens  the  tend- 
ency to  serious  intracranial  and  lalsyrinlhlne  complications,  and 
the  possibilities  of  recurrence  are  rare. 

In  acute  mastoiditis  it  is  important  to  give  careful  attention  to 
the  patient's  general  condition,  to  tlie  nature  of  the  infection,  and, 
so  far  as  is  possiI>le,  to  the  general  conformity  and  character  of  the 
mastoid  itself,  making  every  effort  to  determine  the  extent  to  which 
the  infection  may  have  invaded  the  mastoid  tissues. 

The  nature  of  the  infection,  also,  must  receive  due  considera- 
tion. Various  micro-organisms  of  the  more  virulent  types  have 
of  late  been  carefully  studied  (see  Chapter  V).  There  is  no  specific 
germ  of  purulent  otitis  media;  neither  is  its  invasion  invariably 
monomicrobic.  In  our  present  state  of  knowledge  we  must  assume 
that  the  effects  of  the  invading  micro-organisms,  so  far  as  they 
relate  to  the  various  complications  of  purulent  otitis  media,  are 
modified  by  the  anatomical  surroundings,  the  resisting  power  of 
the  patient,  and  probably  to  some  extent  by  the  nature  of  the 
pabulum  with  which  they  are  bathed. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  MIDDLE  EAR. 
(CoHlinued.) 


THE  SIMPLE  MASTOID  OPERATIOK. 

Preparation  of  the  Patient. — The  preparation  of  the  ear  and 
area  abuut  it  priur  to  the  performance  of  the  mastoid  operation  is 
of  importance;  hence,  the  process  is  herein  described. 


Tig.  126. — Wooden  block,  grooved  for  hrad  rest  during  operation  upon 
ma>loitI  process.     (Dvvisvd  by  S.  RichardjoH.) 

The  patient  sliould  receive  a  general  bath,,  inchiding:  a  thorough 
flushing  of  the  hair  and  scalp.  This  is  followed  by  washing  the 
scalp  with  a  solution  of  bichlorid  of  mercury  (1:5000).    The  hair 
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^ig.  129, — The  hcid  in  position  upon  grooved  block. 

should  be  shaved  from  behind  and  above  the  ear  for  a  distance  of 
at  least  one  inch  from  the  hair  line.  The  absence  of  hair  on 
recovery  is  a  source  of  considerable  mortification  to  .^sensitive 
females,  and  no  more  should  be  .sacrificed  than  is  necessary  in  order 
to  safeguard  the  woiind  during  the  healing  process.  It  i^  not 
usually  necessary  to  remove  the  portion  immediately  anterior  to 
the  auricle,  and  this  serves  to  cover  the  denuded  space  when  all 
dressings  are  over. 

"  (225) 
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The  external  atiditorj-  cnnal  should  he  irrigated  with  a  warm 
bichlorid  of  mercury  solulion  1:2000,  wiped  dry  and  then  tightly 
^tacked  with  gauze.  The  area  behind  the  car  shuuld  be  thoroughly 
scrubbed  with  green  soap  and  water,  followed  hy  ciher,  bichlorid 
of  mercury  soluiicm  1:3000,  and  alcoliol,  care  being  taken  to 
thoroughly  cleanse  the  crease  at   the  attachment   of  the  auricle. 
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Fig.  I3(X — PbotoRraph  showing  ihe  arraiiKemcnts  completed  for 
performing  a  mastoid  niK-ranvin. 

A  coating  of  enllndion  painted  on  the  hair  around  the  margin  of 
the  shaved  area  will  prevent  any  stray  hairs  from  getting  on  the 
operation  6eld. 

In  cases  where  from  cosmetic  or  other  reasons  it  is  inexpedient 
to  shave  off  any  hair,  ii  should  he  carefully  combed  toward  the 
scalp  in  all  direciinus  from  the  mastoid  area  and  thoroughly  matted 
with  collodion  or  a  wide  strip  of  adhesive  plaster.  A  wet  bichlorid 
of  mercury  compress  is  then  bandaged  over  the  mastoid  process  and 
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the  ear,  and  the  patient  placed  in  bed  to  await  Uie  call  to  the  operat- 
ing r<ir)nt.  H  time  permits,  an  cnenia  should  be  given  before  the 
operation. 

After  the  induction  of  anestlicsia  (for  local  anesthesia  of  the 
mastoid  process  sec  Oiapter  \'1U  and  l-'igs.  50  and  180)  and  a  sterile 
sheet  and  sterile  towels  Iiave  been  adju&teil  about  the  shoulders,  the 
nurse,  after  removing  ilie  compress  from  the  mastoid,  places  a 
rulil*er  batliing  cap  over  the  patient's  head  to  prevent  blood  and  solu- 
tiriH!.  from  gcttinn  into  the  hair      The  opt-rativc  fit-Id  is  again  cleansed 


Fig.  131. — A  vomplftc  set  of  instruments  for  the  maiitotd  operation,  includ- 
ing the  emergency  instruments  required  for  compticutions. 

with  ether  and  alcohol  and  tlirce  sterile  towels  arc  adjusted  over  the 
head,  face,  and  neck  in  suck  a  manner  that  the  auricle  and  operative 
field  only  show  through  a  triangular  space  left  for  that  purpose.  Tlie 
exposed  area  should  now  be  painted  with  tincture  of  iodine  as  a 
precaution  against  skin  infection. 

The  patient  is  now  ready  for  the  (^erator,  who  removes  the 
tampon  from  ihe  auditory  canal.  .'\  wooden  block  (Fig.  128)  or 
headrest  placed  undcmeaih  tliu  Iiead  and  neck  serves  to  hold  the 
farmer  firmly  in  position  (I'ig.  129)  and  is  much  preferable  to  sand- 
bags, because  the  block  does  not  easily  become  displaced.  The  surgeon 
should  have  the  aid  of  one  experienced  assistant  and  two  nurses,  in 
additiiin  to  the  anesthetist  (Tig.  130). 

Instruments. — A  compleie  set  of  instruments,  carefully  steri- 
lized by  boiling,  should  be  at  the  comtnand  of  die  surgeon,  for, 
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while  only  a  few  may  be  required,  every  emergency  should  lie  pro- 
vided for.  In  order  lu  meet  the  require  men  ts  a  rather  extensive 
armamentarium  will  be  found  necessary.  The  accompanying  cut 
(I^ig.  131>  tlluslratei  those  which  the  author's  experience  has  found 
sufficient  to  meet  all  requirements. 

U  is  of  extreme  importance  that  the  operative  field  he  fully 
illuminated.  Artificial  li^jht  is  usually  necc-^ary,  althoujjli  occa- 
sionally operating  rooms  are  su  arranged  that  suliicicni  direct  light 
is  ohtainahlc.  Artificial  light,  when  required,  is  usually  ohtainahte 
through  the  employment   of  the  ordinarj-  hand  electric  light,  or, 
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FiK.  132. — Temporal  bone,  cxirraal  surface,  showing  landmuke. 

preferably,  an  electric  headlight.  The  author's  headlight  (Figs.  5 
and  130),  which  is  portable  and  can  he  used  with  a  dry -cell  battery, 
or  attached  directly  to  the  street  eurrcnt  hy  the  interposition  of  a 
Suitable  controller,  has  been  found  exceedingly  serviceable  in  this 
connection.  Ry  its  use  a  strong,  steady  bright  light  is  thrown 
directly  into  the  operative  field. 

It  is  especially  efficacious  in  illumiaating'  the  deeper  ponions 
of  the  operative  tield. 

Surgical  Anatomy. — The  exposed  Ume  (Fig.  140)  after  re- 
traction of  the  soft  parts  shows  a  field  limited  in  front  by  the 
posterior  wall  of  the  external  auditory  canal,  and  an  irrcsnl^f  line 
downward  to  the  mastoid  tip.  Above  and  extending  backward  from 
the  root  of  the  zygomatic  process  is  seen  the  linca  lemporahs  (Fig. 
132).  This  line  serves  as  a  guide,  above  which  it  i-?  unsafe  to  go,  as 
it  marks  in  a  general  way  the  level  of  the  middle  cranial  fossa. 
From  the  mastoid  tip,  extending  upward,  there  is  often  seen,  in  the 
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very  young  and  in  cliiltUiood,  the  squamomastoid  suture  or  its 
remains,  which  in  ihe  adult  is  only  marked  by  <l  fine  shred  of 
adherent  periosteum. 


/ 


Kia-    IW. — Tlic  iin.iiiry   iiu.^i. .,   .;.i    ..„':;  i!k-   s'>(i  iUmics  of 
the  mastoid  proccta. 

Behind  the  upper  posterior  angle  of  the  external  auditory  canal 
We  see  the  ^pinc  of  llcnle,  and  inimcdiaiely  behind  Ilehle's  spine 
the  spongy  sput,  Ui^ually  a  <tL*prc.>si<m  known  as  the  siipraniastoid 
iosfia,  is  located   (Kig.   132).     *fbis  •^upramastoid  fossa,  with  the 


Fig.   134. — Laiigciibeizk's  lioe  penubtcal  clt:v<iluc. 


Fig.  135— Thi-  Dotinlas  itcriuMcal  elfvator. 

Spine  of  Henle.  together  with  the  curved  outline  of  the  bony 
rneains,  fnmi  important  guides  in  approaching  ihc  mastoid  antrum 
while  operating-  up*'n  Ihe  mastoid  process. 

There  arc  several  methods  for  locating  the  mastoid  antrum. 
Il  is  usually  located  by  using  the  supramcatal  triangle  as  a  guide 
(Tig.  132).    This  triangle  is  an  imaginary  irianglc  b"junded  above 
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by  the  continuation  backward  of  the  zygomatic  root  or  the  Itnea 
temporalis,  in  front  by  a  line  coincident  with  the  dircctioa  o(  the 
[Hjslc-rior  bony  canal  wall,  and  behind  by  an  imaginary  line  con- 
necting the  other  two  lines. 

This  triangle  lias  been  used  for  a  loiif*  lime  a*  the  safest  guide 
to  ihc  antrum,  but  ihe  author  lias  discarded  this  guide  in  favor  of 
the  depression  or  fossa  which  lies  immttliaicly  posterior  to  the 
spine  of  Ilenle,  for  the  reason  that  the  small  fossa  above  mentioned 
is  a  safer  and  more  positive  guide  to  the  masloid  antrum.    When 


Vie-   136. — Cutiitig  dtc  outer  portioa  of  (Ik-  atucluiKiii  of  the  ilcrno- 
tnastutd  muscle  to  (he  tip  of  tbc  mosioti]  process. 


the  suprameatal  triangle  is  followed  it  cannot  be  safely  entered  at 
all  points  of  its  area,  inasmuch  as  occasionally  the  course  of  the 
lateral  sinus  is  so  far  forward  as  to  encroach  upon  this  space. 
When  the  <tuprameata1  triangle  is  used  as  a  guide  the  operator  should 
in  all  cases  bear  in  mind  the  importance  of  keeping  as  close  to  the 
osseous  meatus  as  possible.  While  llenle's  spine  is  not  invariably 
present,  the  depression  is  always  to  be  found,  and  generally  a  slight 
elevation  at  least  marks  the  position  of  the  spine.  With  these 
landmarks  to  guide  him  the  surgeon  may  gradually  chisel  directly 
inward,  forward  and  upward  through  the  bone,  without  fear,  to  a 
distance  equal  to  the  depth  of  the  external  auditon,*  canal,  when  the 
antrum  will  be  found  to  have  been  entered  (Fig.  143).  The  avail- 
able space  is  often  limited  to  a  small  area  on  account  of  anomalies 
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in  the  course  of  the  lateral  sinus,  or  because  the  dura  lies  tmusuatly 

low. 

The  Operation. — The  primary   Incision  shoulil  )>e  made  in  a 
mannt-r  wliii-h  will  facilitate  and  simplify  the  subsequent  steps  of 


Fig.  ]j7.— Allp(»rt's  mastoiil  wound  rrtrwtor. 

the  operation.  The  lower  portion  of  the  mastoid  should  be  care- 
fully palpalcd  ant!  the  incision  commenced  as  nearly  as  possible  to 
the  centre  of  the  tip  near  its  lowest  border.    The  point  of  a  medium- 


M 


Fig,  1.18. — Jansfii's  mastoid  wmiml  relraclor 

sized  scalpel  is  then  plunged  tlirou^h  the  ?ofl  tissues,  including  Ihc 
periosteum,  to  the  bone  and  the  incision  extended  directly  upward 
for  a  short  distance,  or  until  the  blade  has  reached  the  upper  point 


Fig,  139. — Jack's  mastoid  wound  retractor. 


of  attachment  of  the  sternocleidomastoid  muscle.  From  this  point 
the  incision  is  extended  forward  toward  the  auricular  attachment 
an<t  is  romplftcd  upward  in  curvilinear  form,  fnllnwing'  the  curve  of 
the  auriculomastoid  attachment  to  a  point  even  with  or  above  the 
higher  point  of  said  attachment.    The  curvilinear  portion  of  the 
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incision  should  be  about  )i  inch  posterior  to  the  aunculomastoid 
skin  fold  (Fig.  133). 

In  order  to  contro!  the  line  of  incision  the  pinna  is  folded  for- 
ward and  held  firmly  against  the  head,  without  being  pulled  away 
from  its  normal  location  (I'iff.  133).  Assistants  arc  prone  to  pull 
the  car  forward,  in  which  event  the  incision  may  enter  the  external 
auditory  canal  instead  of  hcm^  posterior  to  it. 

By  commencing  tlie  inci>ion  at  t)ie  middle  of  the  mastoid  tip. 


Fig,  140. — Showing  tlie  cortex  of  llie  m»toi(l  froccfts  with  Ok  soft  tissues 
retracted  by  self-retaining  retractors. 

the  operator  is  afterward  enabled  with  (jne  or  two  clips  of  a  curved 
scissors  to  quickly  sever  the  outer  portion  of  the  mastoid  attach- 
ment of  the  sternomastuid  muscle  (Fig.  136),  and  thus  denude  the 
tip  area  of  its  covering.  Whenever  the  primary  incision  is  made 
at  too  great  a  distance  from  the  attachment  of  the  auricle,  it 
becomes  difficult  to  retract  the  anterior  portion  of  the  wound  suffi- 
ciently to  reveal  the  necessary  surgical  landmarks,  especially  the 
spine  of  Hcnle  and  the  posterior  border  of  the  bony  meatus;  and. 
furthermore,  the  remaining  scar  being  further  from  the  auricular 
attachment  is  more  unsightly.  Hence  the  ideal  incision  should  lie 
comparatively  close  to  the  auricle,  where  the  scar  almost  becomes 
lost  in  the  auricular  mastoid  skin  fold. 
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The  incision  having  been  completed  and  the  hemorrhage  from 
all  severed  blood-vessels  controlled  with  artery  clamps,  the  perios- 
teum over  the  entire  area  of  the  mastoid  process  is  rapidly  retracted 
by  means  of  periosteal  elevators,  and  thus  the  entire  cortex  is 
exposed  to  view.    The  Langenbeck  or  Hoe  elevator  is  well  adapted 


1  /  \\ 


Fig.  141, — The  posterior  mastoid  incision. 

for  retracting  the  posterior  periosteal  covcrinfj,  and  for  the  main 
portion  of  the  periosteum  which  lies  anterior  to  the  incision  (Fig. 
134).  The  Douglas  periosteal  elevator  (I'Mg.  135)  is  serviceable  in 
the  areas  where  gentler  manipulation  is  imperative,  especially  when 
forcing  the  periosteum  from  the  borders  of  the  bony  external 
meatus. 
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[q  order  to  complclel>-  denuUe  the  outer  surface  of  the  mastoid 
tip,  the  fibres  uf  attachment  oi  the  stcrnomastoid  muscle  must  1>e 
severed  over  ihis  area  by  means  of  a  strong  curved  scissors,  or  knife 
(Fijf.  136).  Tlie  anterior  Hap,  tog-eilicr  with  the  i>criosieum,  is 
then  pushed  well  forward  until  the  bony  outline  of  the  posterior 
border  of  ihe  external  audiifiry  canal  has  come  well  inio  view,  care 
being  exercised,  however,  not  to  penetrate  the  membranous  canal 
or  tear  it  from  its  attachments.  One  or  two  self-retaining  retract- 
ors, Allport's  (Fig.  137),  Janscn's  (lig.  138),  ur  Jack's  (Mg.  139), 
are  then  introduced  and  the  soft  tissues,  including  the  periosteum, 
widely  opened,  ilius  exposing  the  endrc  area  {F'g-  l-W).  This 
unfolds  to  the  operator  the  landmarks  necessary  to  open  the  way 


Fig.  142. — Chiseling  the  antnitn  cortex. 

to  the  mastoid  antrum.  These  prelinjinary  procedures  are  the 
keynote  to  the  pmpcr  performance  of  the  mastt^id  operation,  and 
he  whu  fails  tu  bring  to  bis  view  Ihc  p(it>terosu;jerior  border  uf  the 
canal,  the  spine  of  Ilenle  and  the  suprainastoid  f<is<a  before  attempt- 
ing to  enter  the  antrum,  fails  thereby  in  establishing  control  of  the 
situation. 

Whiting  and  others  advise  a  posterior  incision  to  extend  back- 
ward at  right  angles  to  the  first  incision  in  all  cases.  The  posterior 
incision  is  necessary  and  desirable  in  large  pneumatic  mastoids  in 
which  the  disease  lias  encroached  upon  the  posterior  cells,  and  in 
cases  of  lateral  sinus-thrombosis  or  cerebellar  abscess.  Otherwise 
it  is  an  uimeccssary  procedure.  Besides  being  unnecessary  in  all 
cases,  the  posterior  incisinn  ailds  to  the  unsiijhtliness  of  ihe  scar. 
It  is  rarely  called  for  in  children  and  in  le^^s  than  30  per  cent,  of 
adults.  The  line  of  the  posterior  incision  should  extend  frnm  the 
spine  of  Hcnie  direclly  backward  toward  the  occipital  jjrotuberance 
(Fig.  141)  to  the  required  distance.  This  selection  is  obviously 
made  in  order  to  follow  the  course  of  the  lateral  sinus. 
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It  is  never  necessary  or  expedicni  lo  make  a  posterior  incision 
unlil  the  operation  lias  progresst-d  to  a  point  where  ii  can  be  deter- 
mined that  complete  excavation  cannot  well  he  accomplished 
without  it.  In  many  cases  extensive  disease  becomes  apparent  upon 
removing  the  major  portion  of  the  cortex,  hence  the  posterior 
incision  bertmics  ncccsisary  at  tlie  bcsinning  oi  the  operation.  The 
cortex  is  now  exposed  and  the  next  step  in  ilie  procedure  is  the 
opening  of  the  mastoid  antrum.  The  antrum  is  entered  eiUier  by 
using  the  mallet  and  chisel  or  gouge,  which  arc  the  generally 
accepted  instruments  for  the  work.  American  otologists  have 
generally  discarded  the  trephine  for  opening  the  mastoid  cortex, 
and  ilic  hand  gctugc  for  this  procedure  ha;;  hut  few  advocates. 
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FTg.  143, — ^Tlie  mastoid  aiitrmii  nponcrl  and  a  curved  probe  inserted 
throii[;Fk  llie  uditu§. 

Selecting  a  cliisel  with  a  blade  about  H  itich  in  width  (Fig. 
1421,  which  IS  held  lirmly  by  the  'iurgcMU  with  some  portion  of  the 
hand  resting  upon  the  paiirnl's  skull  to  insure  support,  rontml  and 
accuracy,  by  cutting  lirst  in  an  upward  and  then  in  a  downward 
direction  with  llie  chisel,  a  few  strokes  will  usually  chip  olT  the 
bone  and  the  blade  will  pass  through  the  cortex.  During  this  pro- 
cedure great  care  should  be  exercised  to  prevent  the  chipping  away 
of  the  osseous  canal  wall.  In  some  individuals  the  cortex  is 
extremely  thick  ami  in  oihers  it  is  either  thin  in  conformation  or 
has  been  undermined  by  the  underlying  purulent  process. 

In  pneumatic  mastoids  with  softening,  or  when  pus  is  present 
throughout  these  strticturcs,  the  chisel  may  be  discarded  as  soon  as 
the  cortex  has  been  cut  through,  and  the  operation  completed  with 
the  curet  and  rongeur  forceps  (Fig.  146).  The  curet  is  to  be 
preferred  to  the  chisel,  the  reasons  for  which  arc  outlined  in  suc- 
ceeding paragraphs,  providing  the  tissues  are  sufficiently  soft  to 
rield  to  its  sharji  cutting  edges.    It  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
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described  one  is  assured  Uiat  the  antrum  has  been  entered.  To 
operators  of  wide  experience  this  procedure  is  rarely  necessary.  In 
infants  and  younj;  children  ihc  mastoid  antrum  lies  nuarer  the 
surface  of  the  cortex  than  in  adults  (I'i^.  62l. 

The  antrum  is  usually  found  situated  just  posterior  to  and 
above  the  external  auditory  canal.  That  if^,  taking  The  posterior 
canal  wall  as  a  piidf.  it  will  be  finind  located  just  behind  it  and  at  a 
few  lines  elevation  above  the  upper  pole  of  the  canal. 

This  corresponds  to  the  mastoid  fossa,  located  in  McKwcn'* 
triangle. 

A  practical  puide  is  to  assume  the  canal  walls  to  be  the  rim 
of  a  clock  dial,  and  at  a  place  representing  between  one  and  two 


Fig.  145. — Ivi-iiioviiig  ihc  foricx  with  rongeur  forceps. 


o'clock,  or  eleven  and  twelve  oVlock,  depending  upon  when  the 
side  is  right  or  left,  a  line  continued  a  few  millimeters  beyond  the 
dial  rim  will  indicate  the  cortex  over  the  antrum. 
L^  Its  depth  is,  generally  speaking,  a  few  millimeters  beyond  the 

^b  depth  of  tlie  external  atiditory  canal.  The  quotation  of  figures  is 
,  of  little  use,  inasmuch  as  the  distance  varies  in  different  individuals, 
,         being  relativir  in  dejith  to  the  depth  of  the  external  auditory  canal. 

^^he  size  of  the  antrum  varies  according  to  whether  the  given 
mastoid  is  pneumatic  or  not,  being  smallest  where  eburnation  is 
marked. 
After  entrance  to  the  antrum  has  been  definitely  accomplished, 
nd  a  portion  of  the  surrounding-  wall  of  cortex  has  been  cut  away, 
r  careful  search  is  instituted  by  probes  or  curcts  in  order  to  locate 
the  route  which  the  infection  has  followed.  As  a  rule  the  probe 
indicates  a  track  leading  toward  the  mastoid  tip.  or  one  leading 
backward  over  the  knee  of  the  sinus.  Occaaionallv  it  leads  upward 
and  forward  into  the  region  of  the  zygomatic  cells.    It  is  well  at 
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this  poim.  providing  tlic  original  opening  pcrmifi,  to  di.  a  niodcrale 
amuuni  uf  excavating  willt  a  sharp  .spubn  curct,  and  tht'ii  with  a. 
lew  bites  of  strong  runycur  forceps  to  cut  awav  that  purtioii  of 
the  cortex  which  ovcrhanjjs  the  excavaiion.  Then  by  introducing 
the  forceps  alter  liic  manner  depicted  in  tlie  illustration  (I'ig.  1-^5) 
a  furrow  of  ctjrlux  is  removed  downward  to  the  mastuirt  tip. 

The  indiscriniinate  use  of  the  ui.illct  and  chisel  in  the  mastoid 
operation  is  lo  he  cnndcmncd  un  account  of  the  shock  priwluccil  by 
the  blow  of  the  mallcL  It  is  far  more  destrahlc  to  rely  upon  the 
curet  or  the  various  forms  of  rongeur  fitrccps  (Fig.  146(  for 
removing  the  cortex,  together  witli  the  underlying  diseased  tissues, 
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Vlg.  146. — Rxcuvsling  ci-U^  .imi  ^r.'iiiiil»lii>ns  with  ciirrt,  And  the  tci^niQDe 
of  I'iling  tlic  ovcrhniiging  cortex  with  tlti*  rongeur  forceps. 

because  the  blow  of  the  mallet  upon  the  chisel,  directed  always 
with  more  or  less  force  toward  the  patient's  brain,  produces  a 
certain  degree  of  nervous  shock,  and.  even  though  the  patient  is 
under  aiicithcsia,  the  effect  oF  the  blow  upon  the  brain  is  more  or 
less  harmful. 

In  thi**  connection  it  is.  interesting  to  note  the  result  of  observa- 
tions made  by  (irossman.  nf  I'.erlin,  who  Ictcik  sphygmographic  trac- 
ings of  the  puke  and  blood -pressure  during  numerous  mastoid 
operation-s,  in  an  cfTort  to  estimate  the  effect  of  the  chisel  and 
hamnter  blows.  His  observations  demonstrated  that  lite  use  of  the 
chisel  was  a  severe  shnck  tn  the  enlire  system,  as  evidenced  by  the 
ra|>id  and  irregular  pulse  boats  during  the  act  of  chiseling. 

The  disagreeable  i^f^ect%  of  malleiing  may  be  demonstrated  by 
a  blow  with  a  mallet  upon  a  blunt  piece  of  iron  placed  against  any 
portion  of  one's  own  skull.  Where  possibly  a  cerebral  abscess, 
meningitis,  or  a  thrombosed  lateral  sinus  is  present,  serious  acci- 
dents might  occur  as  a  result  of  the  vibration<i  of  the  blow  from  the 
mallet,  and  its  use  should,  therefore,  be  limited  as  much  as  possible. 


THE  SIMPLE  MASTOID  OPERATION. 


239 


may  be  funlier  argued  ilia!  ihe  rongeur  forceps  are  a  nnich 
more  raj»i«J  and  precise  incihod  f..r  rcnunal  uf  ihc  CurU-x  and 
dii^eased  bone. 

When  pns  and  gran  illations  arc  encountered  in  the  areas  adja- 
cent to  tlie  mastoid  antrum,  it  should  be  the  invariable  rule  to 
ffxtend  tlic  excavations  downward  to  the  mastoid  tip,  using  heavy 


Fin.  147.— The  sticcimcn  shows  a  cmilinualioii  r>{  the  mnstniU  cells 
into  the  t>.-isil3r  proctss  o(  Ihc  occipital  Ikmic.  (I-'rcwii  Dr.  Wm.  M,  Duii- 
Tiing'*  collcdton.) 

curved  rongeur  (creeps  for  removing  the  cortex,  and  (ullowing 
with  a  sharp,  strong-  curet  until  .ill  the  lip  cells  are  removed  and  a 
smooth  surface  n-niains.  This  procedure  often  necessitate  the 
cxpo*iurc  of  portions  of  the  digastric  muscle.  The  cell«  of  the 
mastoid  process  arc  occasionally  contiguous  with  the  diploic  struc- 
tures nf  adjacent  hnncs  (Fig.  \A7). 

Various  strong,  well-made  rongeur  forcepn,  of  different  sizes 
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and  shapes,  are  necessary  in  order  to  skillfully  and  rapidly  accom- 
plish the  desired  l'C^Ult!i  t'*'S-  I"****- 

A  nm>tMid  opcratJun  u>UBtly  demands  the  removal  of  practi- 
cally  the  entire  cortex,  together  with  the  underlying  pneumatic 
structures,  and  all  the  diseased  bunc  found,  until  at  U«t  nothinf* 
but  a  healthy,  firm  bony  area  remains.  Then  all  rough  edf^es  and 
projeetions  are  to  be  *icraped  away,  leaving  a  smooth  surface  (Kig. 
14'^).  Tlie  excavation  is  irregular  in  contour,  extending  from 
the  tcgmen  aI>o\c  to  and  Ihrough  the  mastoid  tip  hcluw  and  from 


Fig.  148. — A  set  of  roagenr  forceps  comprising  those  in  common  ose. 


the  posterior  border  of  the  osseous  canal  wall  backward,  usually  to 
the  limit  of  the  [incumatic  cells.  Only  ihe  antral  orifice  of  the  aditus 
.should  be  curetted  for  fear  nf  tlislm'ating  the  incus. 

It  is  difficult  to  positively  difTcrentiate  between  healthy  and 
infected  pneumatic  cellular  tissue;  indeed,  it  is  doubtful  if  all  the 
disea,se<l  tissue  is  ever  completely  removed.  The  resulting  wide- 
open  space,  no  longer  hampered  by  overlying  diseased  bone,  gradu- 
ally becomes  covered  with  healthy  granulations  and  assumes  a 
normal,  healthy  stale  in  response  to  nature's  efforts  to  eradicate 
the  disease. 

It  is  quite  common  to  find  that  portions  nf  the  inner  table  have 
broken  down  from  extension  of  the  disease,  thus  necea«itaiing  the 
exposure  of  the  lateral  sinus  or  the  dura  covering  the  middle  cranial 
fossa  (Fig.  150).    Tlic  cells  of  the  zygoma,  hc'mg  contiguous  to 
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ing-  far  forward  into  tlie  zj'goma  and  posteriorly  into  the  occipital 
bone. 

In  an  otherwise  healthy  individual  (lie  subject  of  an  infection 
uf  the  mastoid  process  folluwing  an  acute  purulent  otitis  media, 
tfic  simple  mastoid  npcraiinn  meets  all  llie  surgical  requirements, 
provi'ling  it  is  not  unduly  delayed. 


THE  MASTOID   OPERATION  ON  INFANTS  AND 
YOUNG  CHILDREN. 

As  has  already  been  shown  in  Fi;,'.  fO.  there  is  absence  of  the 
ofiseous  meatus  and  mastoid  cells  at  birth;  therefore,  ^ic  mastoid 


Fig.  151.— £xtci»ivc  exc:ivaliniii  uf  lltr  rmutniil  process  :m<l  the  <)rKO- 
matic  ccllh  and,  poitcriurly.  die  dipluc  uf  llie  uccipital  bone  (l-'roiu  Dr. 
\Vm.  U.  Dufining's  colkctiDn.) 

antrum  and  the  tympanic  cavity  are  nearer  to  the  surface  of  the 
skull.  Con^i]uently  the  landmarks  which  »tcrve  as  a  j^uidc  to  ih^ 
mastoid  antrum  in  the  adult  are  somewhat  different  in  the  child. 
Here  the  Ii>wer  border  of  ihc  r<x>t  of  the  zy};;oma  may  be  used  as  a 
guide  to  the  upper  level  of  the  mastoid  antrum.  In  conformity  with 
the  undcv(;k>i>cd  ma.*itoid  at  this  age,  the  emergence  of  the  facial 
uerve  fa<m  the  skull  and  its  course  downward  is  cxlreinely  super- 
ficial, whicli  necessitates  considerable  care  in  making' the  primary 
incision  for  the  mast<tid  operation.  In  all  cases  the  site  of  the 
incision  should  be  at  least  one-fourth  of  an  inch  posterior  to  the 
auricular  atlachmcnt.  It  is  important  that  the  pressure  upon  the 
knife  during  the  incision  should  be  under  perfect  control  in  order 
to  prevent  po<i^iblc  injury  to  the  deeper  structures,  which  are  some- 
times extremely  soft,     t^ortunately,  in  a  large  proportion  of  the 


cases  of  acute  mastoiditis  in  infants  there  is  perforation  of  the 
external  tabic,  from  wliich  point  the  excavating  is  easily  conducted 
by  means  of  a  curet  ur  small  rongeur  forceps.  As  a  rule  the 
small  "siwngy  spot,"  which  in  the  a<lult  occupies  llic  space  imme- 
diately posterior  to  the  spine  of  Henlc,  is  visible. 

While  there  are  few  or  no  mastoid  cells  in  very  young  chil- 
dren, the  diseased  space  usually  covers  a  considerable  area,  both  in 
depth  and  width.     In  infants  the  mastoid  antrum  should  not  be 
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Fig.  152. — Aiilhor's  ii-irtaMf  opcr.itmg  l.it>!c.  A,  In  position,  ahowing 
angles  and  cxtinsioii  of  headrest  and  footrrift.  A,  Poluird  for  inserting 
into  case     Weight,  29  pounds. 


curetted  on  account  of  the  possible  separation  and  removal  of  the 
incus. 

The  Operative  Findings  During  Simple  Mastoidectomy. — Tn 
typical  ca^cs  of  .iciitc  ma^loidilis,  ujnm  opcniiifj  the  cortex  over  the 
mastoid  antrum,  piis  will  exude,  and  sometimes  under  pressure.  If 
the  operation  is  performed  at  a  very  early  stage,  the  interior 
of  the  mastoid  process  will  appear  intensely  engorged  and  hemoi^ 
rhage  will  be  profuse. 
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At  tins  stage  the  <liseasc  may  not  extend  far  beyond  the  con- 
fines of  the  aiitrum.  As  a  rule  the  freer  tin-  ilraitini^c  throu^li  ilic 
external  audilnry  canal,  the  les.t  will  he  the  quantity  of  pus  in  the 
mastoid  cells.  There  are  exccpUons  lo  this  rule  in  cases  where 
rrpcration  has  been  delayed  until  the  walls  of  the  cells  have  broken 
down  and  coalesced  into  large  cavities,  which  are  then  fiinind  tilled 
with  pus  and  granulatinn  tissue.  When  tlic  pu?  welU  up  in  larjje 
quantities,  flows  copiou!>ly  and  pulsation  is  observed,  stronfr  indica- 


FiK-  153. — Aulhor'e  cum^letc  Ktcrilixcil  oiiifii,  i-ovcrins  all  neces- 
»ary  paraphernalia  for  the  niitHiloid  utier<itiiin,  irx<.-t;(>l  in*tnimcnts. 
Riihhcr  cap,  (ililf  sheet,  tnn  lUizen  tnweU,  llirre  gnwns,  iwo  cotton 
Laj»,  tiauze  wipes.  at>^l>ciit  collon,  plain  u»U3!c  pactcinu,  iodoform 
[>ackiti|f,  banilatfes.  trrccti  s<^ap.  Iiichlorii)  tahlets  adfeiialin,  alcohol. 
rlhcr,  ci(I1oili<in,  two  ninlbrutlicf,  |iu*  l>afiii. 


tion  lA  thereby  given  that  the  internal  tabic  has  broken  down,  with 
exposure  of  the  lateral  sinu:^  fir  meninges. 

WHiting  has  emphasized  this  symptom.  ?^n  IrmR  as  the  puru- 
lent process  is  cnntint-d  tn  ihc  Imny  structures  of  tlie  interior  o( 
the  mastoid  process,  even  thou.!jh  the  inner  table  has  broken  down, 
thereby  exp'l^^ing  Ibe  lateral  >inu*  or  meninges,  there  i«  bm  sli;;hl 
danper  of  further  extension  In  these  struclures,  provided  ihcy  bavr 
resisted  infection  tip  to  this  time  and  arc  further  freed  frrtm  all 
orerlyinp  infected  bone.  If  the  exposed  surfaces  of  the  meninccs 
or  lateral  sinus  are  covered  with  healthy  granulations,  these  should 
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never  be  scraped  away,  as  they  furnish  abundanl  indication  that 
nature  has  already  thrown  out  a  safely  barrier  against  the  further 
progress  of  the  disease. 

The  completed  surgery  of  the  bone  usually  reveals  the  dense 
surface  of  llie  external  semicircular  canal  tl'ijj.  140(,  The  fa'cial 
nerve  (Fig-  240).  which  normally  lies  well  within  the  inner  table,  is 
rarely  encountered  except  when  the  disease  has  attacked  this 
portion  of  the  bony  structure  of  the  mastoid. 

In  removing  diseasc^l  bone  which  lies  directly  over  the  digastric 


^^V 


i 


Kig.  1S4. — PoruLIe  stcrilJxcr.    Alcohol  ImniiT. 


mtiscle  considerable  care  is  necessary  lo  avoid  injuring  the  facta! 
nerve  at  this  |>nint. 

(.'holcsteaioniata  are  found  in  cases  of  acute  mastoiditis  only 
when  the  acute  mastoiditis  occur*  in  conjunction  with  chronic 
purulent  otitis  media. 

It  is  sometimes  inexpedient  to  remove  a  patient  suflFcring  from 
mastoiditis  to  a  hospital  or  sanatorium  for  operation.  L'nder  these 
circumstances  it  often  becomes  necessary  lo  improvise  an  operating 
table  from  one  or  two  small  tables,  ivliich  may  be  protected  with 
!cterile  sheets.  In  order  tn  meet  emergencies  of  this  kind  tlie 
author  has  devised  a  portable  oiJcratinp  table  (Kiff.  l.>2l,  which 
may  be  folded  and  placed  in  a  suitable  case  and  transferred  in  an 
ordinary  cab.  He  also  keeps  on  hand,  and  ready  for  any  emer- 
t'cncy,  a  sterile  out6t  of  all  the  necesfiary  materials  retjuired  durinjf 
the  mastoid  .ipcration.  They  are  enumerated  in  Fig.  15.1.  In 
addition  a  small  portable  steriUzer  which  can  be  heated  by  an 
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alcohol  burner  (Fig.  154)  is  reqaisite  when  operating  at  a  patient's 
home  or  in  a  hotel. 

Upon  the  completion  of  the  operation  all  bleeding-  vessels 
should  hv  twisted  or  tied,  and  the  wuund  in  the  soft  tissues  made 
fimof)ih  by  the  removal  of  li>ose  fibres  of  muscle  or  periosteum. 
The  entire  wound  should  then  he  irrigaicd  with  hot  normal  salt 
liolutinn.  Many  operators  precede  the  irrigation  -by  fillinK  the 
wound  with  peroxid  of  hydrojren.  After  irrigatiun  the  entire 
cavity  is  wiped  dry  with  sterile  gauze  and  lightly  packed  with 


Pig.  I5S. — Til'.-  m.i^t-ii'i  s^ouiiil  im- •■■  ■■  v.  I'j  l;  ■ 
portion  ttnited  with  stitiircs. 


tu  u|i|icr 


1-inch  sterile  iodoform  gauze,  up  to  the  borders  of  the  extenial 
wound  (Kig.  35.S),  In  packing  it  is  important  that  any  exposed 
areas  of  dura  or  lateral  sinus  be  covered  with  small  sections  of  the 
gauze  before  packing  the  remainder  of  the  wound  cavity. 

It  is  advisable,  especially  when  the  primary  incision  has  been 
extensive,  to  partially  suture  it,  particularly  in  its  upper  purtiun 
(Fig.  155t.  V\  hrn  a  posterior  incision  has  been  nt-cfssary,  it  should 
be  completely  sutured  at  the  completion  of  the  operation. 

In  suturing  it  is  imperative  to  leave  sufficient  room  for  the 
subsequent  removal  and  insertion  of  the  ucce!.sary  dressings.  Tlie 
rtrcssing  is  completed  by  applying  gauze  wipes,  which  are  shaped 
in  a  manner  to  protect  both  the  ear  and  the  wound.  Usually  one 
piece  is  shaped  to  fit  the  space  posterior  to  the  concha;  another  is 
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placed  in  front  of  the  ear.  and  two  or  three  more  are  applied  over 
the  entire  area  and  the  bandage  is  tlicn  applies). 

In  the  rtrsi  step  of  apj>lying  the  mastoid  bandage  the  mitsidc 
dressings  are  anchored  intu  pusitiun  (Fii^.  156).  Having  secnrfJ 
the  dresj^ings.  tlie  bandaging  is  carried  unt  snnu'what  Uy  the  figure- 
of-eight  method  umil  the  dres-^ings  are  completely  covered,  leaving 
a  smooth  outer  surface  which  docs  not  become  detached  ( Fig. 
157).  This  methrx!  nf  bandaging  the  mastoid  originated  in  the 
Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear  liospiial. 


Fig.  156.— First  step  in  applying  the  mastoid  bandage. 

In  the  event  of  the  performance  of  a  double  mastoid  operation, 
the  bandage  'i%  applied  over  hoih  ears  in  a  manner  somewhat  similar 
to  that  described  abr.ve  for  the  single  oporatiitn  i  I'ig.  158). 

The  Blood-clot  Method  of  After-treatment. — P.lake  and  others 
have  advocaici!  the  n^  of  the  blood-clot  method  of  closing  the  nias- 
loiti  wound.  This  consist*  in  allmving  ihc  bone  cavity  of  the  wound 
to  become  filled  with  fre^h  blood  which  has  oozed  from  the  exposed 
blood- ves-sels  therein.  The  external  wound  is  then  completely  closed 
by  means  of  a  silver-wire  snture  sulKutaneously  applied.  The  wound 
is  then  covered  by  several  shceis  of  sterile  silver  foil  with  a  lop  ilress- 
ing  of  several  layers  of  dry  sterile  gauze,  hoping  thereljy  to  olitain 
union  by  primary'   intenlion,  and  to   secure  an  organized  blood-clot 
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wiUiin  which  will  not  break  down  or  suppurate.  Unfortunately  the 
results  of  this  methotl  of  closing  llie  mastoid  woimd  have  not  seemed 
to  warrant  iis  general  einijlojnicnt.  When  snccwsful,  the  wound 
should  be  completely  healeti  and  the  middle  car  dry  and  free  from 
pus  in  from  seven  to  fourteen  tiays. 

The  indications  that  a  retained  clot  is  disintegrated  arc  fever, 
the  appearance  of  excessive  aural  discharge,  foul  odor  and  oozing 
of  pus  I)eiwrcii  the  stitches  in  the  fxifrnal  wimnd.  'ITic  advent  of 
these  symptoms  renders  it  necessary  to  open  up  the  external  wound. 


Fig.  157. — Th«  completed  mastoid  bandage. 

to  cleanse  its  interior,  and  to  complete  the  treatment  of  the  case 
by  the  open  method.  By  clo.iiing  the  postauricular  wound  with 
Michel's  clamp  sutures  (Fig.  2\it.  the  possible  danger  of  con- 
laminating  the  wiiund  from  f^titchcs  is  eliminated. 

After-treatment  of  the  Mastoid  Wound. — The  patient  having 
been  returned  to  his  bed  is  given  the  usual  postoperative  treatment 
in  order  to  combat  the  effects  of  shix^k  and  aid  in  the  recovery  from 
the  anesthetic.  A  warm  bed.  hot-water  bags  to  the  extremities, 
and  small  doses  of  hot  water  to  relieve  nausea  are  all  useful.  When 
the  loss  of  blood  is  considerable  or  shock  is  evident,  or  in  patients 
who  have  been  weakened  by  prolonged  infection  or  some  general 
disease,  great  benefit  is  obtained  from  large  high  enemas  of  hot 
normal  salt  solution. 
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The  mastoid  wound  requires  skillful  care  if  the  final  outcome 
of  the  case  is  lo  be  safej^uarded.  The  mastoid  wtiund  demands 
repeated  dressings.  The  tirsl  dressing  is  permitted  to  remain  in 
place,  in  the  al>scncc  of  complications,  fr>r  four  or  five  days;  there- 
after it  ib  changed  every  second  day  or  daily  as  the  case  may 
demand,  the  object  being  to  have  the  wound  till  in  from  the  bottom 
with  lieahh^  granulations  hcforc  closure  at  the  periphery. 

Excessive  granulations  are  clipped  with  scissors  or  checked  by 
applications  of  silver  nitrate;  indolent  granulalinns  stimulated  by 
the  application  of  balsam  of  I'eru  and  castor  oil  in  equal  parts,  or 


|-ig.  158. — The  double  mastoid  bontiagc. 

by  packing  with  iodoform  gauze,  or  by  massage,  the  latter  by 
means  of  rubbing  with  a  cotton-tipped  probe. 

The  middle  car  Is  inspected  at  each  dressing,  the  external  canal 
cleansed,  and  a  ^tizc  drain  inserted  in  ihc  external  auditory  canal. 
As  the  granulation^  advance,  care  is  exercised  to  prevent  the  skin 
edges  of  the  outside  wciutui  frnm  turning  inward,  and  thus  tlie 
possibilities  of  a  depressed  scar  as  an  end  result  are  avoided.  In 
favorable  cases  the  palicnt  may  he  allowed  to  -^it  up  in  bed  on  the 
third  day,  to  dress  and  move  about  the  room  on  ihe  fifth  day,  and  to 
leave  the  house  or  hospital  in  from  a  week  to  ten  days. 

The  first  wound  packing  is  of  iodoform  gauze.  Subsetjiient 
dressings  unless  otherwise  indicated  demand  only  plain  gauze, 
liglitly  packed  into  the  wound  cavity.  The  general  surgical  prin- 
ciple, that  a  healing  wound  should  be  left  at  rest.  mii?t  be  heeded, 
and.  when  everything  is  pntgrcssing  favurably,  the  less  the  wound 
and  granulations  arc  manipulated,  the  better. 
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Peroxid  of  hydrop^en  is  tlic  usual  cleansing  agent  applied  to 
the  heatthy  granulating  surface.  In  the  tinal  healing,  which  is 
usually  completed  in  from  ^ix  to  eight  weeks,  ihorc  is  considerable 
bene  ri-i;cnfraii(m  and  usually  no  unsightly  deformity. 

Postoperative  Temperature. — l-'oUowing  thi-  simple  ma-^toid 
operalion  for  mastoiditis  there  U  usually  a  sharp  rise  of  tempera- 
ture. Harris,  who  made  a  study  of  lOO  cases  of  posimastoidal  tcnt- 
peraiure,  has  shown  that  this  rise  is  due  to  absorption  from  the 
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Fig.  159, — Postofwrattvr  temperature  curve,  showing  continuous 
Hni  icmju-ijiurc. 


wound  surfaces.  Tlie  temperature  gradually  rise?  as  high  as  it  was 
before  operation,  but  rarely  higher.  It  persists  for  some  days. 
Usually  dropping  toward  the  end  of  the  second  day  after  operation. 
In  rare  cases  it  may  persist  fnr  some  days  longer.  This  rise  of 
temperature  is  usually  without  significance,  hut  \\^  persistence 
demands  a  close  supervision  to  recognize  the  advent  of  local  nr 
intracranial  complications.  Figs.  159.  160  and  161  are  appended  in 
order  to  show  the  usual  postoperative  Icmpcramre  curves  following 
the  simple  mastoid  operation.  In  Fig.  159  the  chart  shows  a 
continuous  llat  temperature  from  the  date  of  the  operalion.  The 
chart  in  Kig.  160  represents  the  more  common  type  of  postoperative 
temperature  wherein  rhere  is  a  rise  of  temneralure  the  day  follow- 
ing the  operation,  and  a  gradual  daily  decline  until  a  (lat  tempera- 
ture is  reached  at  the  fourth  or  fifth  day.    The  postoperative  tcm- 
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perature  curve  in  Fig.  161  is  a  more  rare  occurrence  in  which  a 
secondary  elevation  is  caused  by  infection  elsewhere,  or  by  some 
complication.  In  this  case  mastoiditis  developed  in  the  opposite 
ear  coincident  with  the  second  rise  of  temperature. 

Complications  of  the  Mastoid  Wound. — Local  infections  in- 
volving the  mastoid  wound  may  develop  at  any  time  subsequent 
to  the  operation. 

The  chief  varieties  of  wound  infection  are  stitch  abscesses, 
local  abscesses  in  the  surrounding  tissues,  iodofurm  dermatitis,  and 
erysipelas. 

These  complications  are  for  the  most  part  due  to  surface 
infection  from  the  outllow  of  pus  and  the  contact  of  scrapings 
during  the  operation  upon  the  bone.  Stitclies  should  be  imme- 
diately removed  upon  the  first  appearance  of  pus,  and  larger 
abscesses  arc  to  be  incised  and  washed  nut  or  treated  by  swabbing 
with  pure  carbdlic  acid,  followed  almost  immediately  by  swabbing 
with  absolute  alcohol.  The  latter  is  employed  in  order  to  limit  the 
action  of  the  carbolic  acid.  Simple  dermatitis  is  best  treated  by  wet 
bichlorid  of  mercury  dressings,  or  dressings  which  are  constantly 
kept  moist  with  Burrows's  solution.  Erysipelas  (see  Chapter 
XXXII)  is  the  most  serious  of  the  wound  complications. 

Results. — The  simple  mastnid  operation  when  employed  in 
suitable  cases,  and  previous  to  the  advent  of  serious  complications, 
yields  brilliant  results  and  ranks  high  amonq;  the  life-saving  surgical 
measures  known  to  medicine.  Not  only  d<ies  it  cure  the  disease, 
but,  when  skillfully  performed  and  witti  its  after-treatment  properly 
carried  out,  it  restores  to  normal  functional  activity  the  affected 
ear.  The  mortality  from  the  operation  /rr  sc  is  so  extremely  low  in 
comparison  with  that  of  the  disease  when  allowed  to  terminate  without 
operation  that  one  can  hardly  understand  why  anj'  opposition  to  its 
employment  sliould  ever  arise.  The  small  percentage  of  deaths 
which  follow  the  operation  are  usually  from  some  complication, 
intracranial  in  nature,  upon  which  the  operation  itself  has  no 
bearing,  but  is  of  benefit,  inasmuch  as  it  affords  one  step  toward 
their  cure. 
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CHRONIC  PURULENT  OTITIS  MEDIA. 

Synonym. — Chronic  sTippuratiun  of  tin-  middle  car. 

Definition. — Chronic  purulent  otitis  media  is  characterized  by 
a  chronic  intlamniatorj-  process  arising  from  various  pathological 
lesions  which  involve  one  or  m<ire  areas  of  the  mucosa  and  the 
bony  strnctiires  which  comprise  the  middle  car.  the  most  common 
symptom  of  which  is  otorrliea. 

Pathology. — There  arc  divers  element.s  to  be  considered  in 
disciissini;  the  pathology  of  chronic  middle-ear  suppurations,  otitis 
media  pvirulcnla  chronica  hcin^  a  general  L"!inica]  term  under  which 
wc  Kroup  llie  various  palholojiical  lesiniis. 

1.  Chancrs  in  the  Micoi'S  MEMBRANii.— The  mucous  mem- 
brane lining  ihf  tympanic  cavity  and  its  neighboring  cells,  the 
aditus,  the  masinid  aiitriini  ancj  the  mastoid  cells,  primarily  undcr- 
jf("»cs  changes  which  at  first  present  ttie  characteristics  usually 
observed  in  acute  purulent  inflammations.  At  the  commencement 
there  is  a  distincl  liypcremia  of  the  nuicos.i,  accompaiued  by  a 
small  round-celled  infiltrate.  As  the  disease  progresses  new  con- 
ncclivc-li'isne  elements  arc  added,  which  -«erve  to  establish  the 
chronicity  of  the  disease  as  far  as  the  mucous  membrane  is  con- 
cerned. 

Tlie  hyperemia  now  subsides  and  the  membrane  assumes  a 
paler  or  grayish  color.  The  extensions  of  the  disease  within  the 
mucosa  are  marked  by  Ihc  appearance  of  excrescences  at  places, 
and  these  in  lurn  become  Iruc  jjraniilations  (  l-'ig.  Ui2).  The  granu- 
lations may  rake  uimn  ihcinselvcs  /listinct  characteristics  so 
as  to  become  recognized  clinically  as  aural  polypi.  From  their 
hislological  aspect  Sleinbrugge'  classifies  them  as  (ti)  granula- 
tions of  mucous  or  round-cell  type;  {b)  fibromata;  {c^  niyxomata. 
They  may  vary  in  size  from  being  scarcely  perceptible  to  large 
masses  which  completely  till  the  tympanic  cavity  and  protrude 
licyond  the  jferforated  drumhead  into  the  external  auditory  meatus, 
occasionally  appearing  at  its  imlcr  nrifice. 

Since  the  entire  mucous  membrane  is  affected  bv  the  pathologic 
lesion,  the  site  iron^  which  polypi  may  arise  is  extremely  variable. 
Thcv  may  spring  from  any  portion  of  the  interior  of  the  tympanic 
ca«ly,  even  from  the  tegmen  or  interior  of  the  mastoid  process 
(Figs.  ]M  ami  t79l.  Ttiey  may  simng  from  Ihe  borders  of  the 
perforated  drum  membrane,  and  more  rarely  the  site  of  origin  is  in 
some  p'lrtion  of  the  external  auditory  canal. 

1  Lcbrliuch  der  Ohrenheilknndc.  by  von  Troltsch,  3d  edition. 
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Aura!  polypi  may  be  single  or  multiple  (Figs.  165  and  179). 
They  vary  in  consistence  from  extreme  softness  to  the  hardness  of  a 
fibroma.  Sometimes  they  are  cystic.  The  surface  of  the  polypus 
may  vary  from  the  oval  smootli  variety  to  those  which  are  distinctly 
lobulated,  and  microscopically  they  show  all  the  transient  changes 
from  simple  epithelium  to  pavement  epithelium.  According  to 
Uriihl.-  aural  polypi  contain  more  than  78  per  cent  of  granulation 
tissue. 

In  themselves,  aural  polypi  give  no  symptoms  except  occa- 
sionally when  they  may  cause  hemorrha):;ic  discoloration  of  the 
aural  discharp;c,  or  wlicn  they  have  attained  sufficient  size  to  impair 
the  hearing^  or  to  impede  drainage  from  the  middle  ear,  in  which 
event  aural  pain  may  ensue. 

The  chief  significance  of  aural  polypi  lies  in  the  fact  that  they 
usually  indicate  a  hone  lesion  in  some  iHjrtion  of  the  middle  ear  or  its 
adnexa. 

The  diagnosis  of  polypi  is  never  difficult.  They  must  be  dif- 
ferentiated from  congested,  bulging  drum  membranes.  The  use 
of  the  probe,  which  when  skillfully  handled  can  be  made  to  pass 
around  the  growth,  settles  the  diagnosis.  The  motility  of  the 
polypi  is  thus  also  determined  and  very  often  the  site  of  origin 
defined.  On  tlie  contrary,  an  inflamed  and  bulging  membrana  tympani, 
with  the  accompanying  symptoms  of  an  acute  middle-ear  inflam- 
mation— notably  the  otalgia — help  to  determine  the  diagnosis. 

Sometimes  tlie  inner  tympanic  wall  is  mistaken  for  a  polypus, 
especially  when  there  iias  been  complete  destruction  of  the  drum- 
head and  exfoliation  of  the  ossicles.  Tlie  employment  of  the  probe 
demonstrates  that  the  suspected  area  is  of  bony  hardness;  further- 
more, r.ustachian  inllation  evokes  the  characteristic  auscultatory 
sound  of  a  large  perforation  and  thereby  proves  the  absence  of  a 
large  polypus. 

Aural  polypi  are  commonly  observed  in  connection  with  per- 
forations of  the  drumhead  which  cxten<l  into  Shrapnell's  mem- 
brane, and  also  in  cases  which  present  perforations  marginally 
situated  ( Fig.  \(A). 

The  next  element  entering  into  the  pathology  of  otitis  media 
purulenta  chronica  is  the  vigro'tv.-ih  of  cpithcHum  from  the  derma  of 
the  external  auditory  canal.  The  drumhead  having  been  perforated, 
and  the  continued  otorrliea  having  gradually  enlarged  this  perfora- 
tion to  a  variable  extent,  the  epidermis  either  from  the  external 
layer  nf  the  drumhead,  or,  if  the  latter  is  nearly  destroyed,  from 
the  walls  of  tlie  external  auditory  meatus,  gradually  advances  inward 
through  the  perforation  and  grows  over  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
tympanic  cavitv.  Tlie  ilcrmatizcd  areas  are  often  visible.  The 
microscopic  examination  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  tympanic 
cavity  sliows  at  tlie  completion  of  this  stage  of  the  disease  the 
characteristics  of  the  adjacent  derma  winch  lines  the  external  meatus. 
It  is  due  to  this  process  that  centrally  located  perforations  of  loi^ 
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standing  occasionally  I>ccome  c]a)i«<l.  the  <lern»a  inceling  ami  scaling 
tlie  perforation.  When  the  ciruniiicad  is  very  inncli  retracted  this  proc- 
ess IS  alsu  the  factor  which  causes  it  to  become  aiihcrent  to  the  prom- 
ontory, throtigh  tlie  spreading  of  the  derma  from  the  edges  ot  the 
perforation  to  the  promontorj".  thus  binding  tlie  promontory  ami  drum 
to  each  other.  When  the  perforation  is  marginally  located  the  spread 
of  epidermis  is  directly  from  the  exienial  auilitury  c;tn«I  wall  and  the 
ingrowth  is  of  greater  vitality,  Dcpemtent  on  the  site  nf  the  perfora- 
tion, the  inwaril  advancing,'  e]>iderinis  nmy  enter  the  epityinpanic  space 
or  the  lower  part  of  the  tympanic  cavity.  I'rom  a  ]ierfnration  in 
Shrapncll's  mcmhranc  the  epidermis  may  effect  entrance  to  the 
aditus,  eventually  reach  the  mastoid  antrum  and  portions  of  the 
mastoid  process. 

This  process  has  hecn  known   clinically  as  the  formation  of 
ckolcsleatoma.     'Vhe  ingrowth  does  not  proceed  smoothly,  btit  in  many 


Fiy.  162.— Largo 
KranulalioQs  in- 
volviag  tbe  iotra- 
tympatitc  mocnsa. 


Fijf.  I'i3.— Sh'JwinK  aa 
nural  p  iTypii*  projecting 
thr"uv:h  H  pcrfjratiiin  in 
tlicdnini  mcmbnine. 


Fiit.  16t.  —  PuJypua 
pTi'triiillng  (rora  a  per- 
funition  in  ShrMpii«irs 
mcmtirnne. 


place!!  dies  oflf,  and  ihc  exfoliated  epidermis  is  retained  as  foreign 
matter  and  promotes  irritation  and  aggravates  the  otorrhea.  The 
retained  secretions  are  prone  lo  putrefy  as  a  result  uf  the  admixture 
of  pus,  exfoliated  epithelium  and  infection  by  an  endless  variety 
of  micrn-organisms. 

Wliile  from  a  pathok"gical  standpoint  the  ingrowth  of  epidermis 
is  regarded  as  a  process  by  which  nature  attempts  to  cause  healing 
(_H<_H'nningliaus).  yet  clinically  thjs  process,  fur  reasons,  some  of 
which  are  given  aUove,  may  cause  symptoms  requiring  radical 
removal  of  the  contents  of  the  tympanic  cavity  and  the  mastoid 
process,  in  order  to  establish  a  wide-open  intratympanic  space. 
This  especially  is  irtie  when  the  newly  formed  cpi<lermis  des- 
quamates to  any  degree,  inasmuch  as  the  admixture  of  pus  from 
the  original  site  of  the  disease,  and  the  desquamated  epidermis, 
cause  the  putrid  condition  so  often  foun<l  upcm  operation  in 
cases  of  cholesteatoma.  !*urthcrmorc.  even  when  apparently  there 
is  free  drainage,  the  pressure  exerted  by  the  masses  of  exfoliated 
epidermis,  and  the  progressive  ingrowth  of  epilhelium,  causes 
absorption  of  the  bony  parts  upon  which  this  pseudo-new  growth 
is  exerting  pressure,  and  the  operative  findings  in  some  of  these 
coses  show  great  destruction  of  anatomical  structures  from  this  cause. 
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,If  ihe  pus  foci  now  become  iiinrc  active  within  the  middle- 
car  spaces,  the  dry  masses  of  epidermis  gather  and  gradually  lake 
tm  vcrj*  large  dimcnsiurm,  and  likewise  exert  pressure  and  produce 
bone  abisurptiun.  .  This  latter  cundiliuti  is  designated  pseudo- 
cliolesteatuma. 

2.  CiiASGKS  IN  TRR  BoNR. — In  chnintc  purulent  otitis  media  the 
bone  lesions  ohscrvcd  pathologically,  but  more  especially  upon  the 
operating  table,  are  as  follows:  I.  Caries  and  necrosis.  2.  bclerosls 
(eburnation  t.      3.  I'ressure    atrophy.      4,   Rarefaction    of    the    bone. 

Nt'crosis  and  carit^s  of  the  ossicles  and  tympanic  walls  due  to 
bacterial  action  and  the  resultant  changes  in  the  mucous  membrane, 
through  which  llic  blood-supply  of  the  bone  is  alTectcd.  is  fre- 
quently observed  in  cases  of  chronic  purtilcnt  otitis  media.  The 
same  causes,  operating  to  produce  changes  in  the  mucous  mem- 
brane, are  factors  in  the  prixluciion  of  the  necrosis  or  cartes. 
Tuberculnus  and  !iy|)hilitic  infection  play  a  prominent  role  in  the 
production  of  earie.s  uf  the  ossicles  and  tein(mral  hone.  The 
nutrient  blood-vessels  gradually  become  obliterated  and.  in  turn, 
the  bone  dies,  while  during  the  entire  process  of  its  disintegration 
the  otorrhea  cunliiiucs.  * 

The  caries  or  nccriMis  may  be  confined  to  the  ossicular  chain, 
but,  as  a  rule,  this  process  also  involves  the  tympanic  ring  (annulus 
tympanicust  and  other  pi»rti»jn^  of  the  tympanic  walK  (Pig.  165). 
i.n  the  more  severe  types  the  necrotic  process  extends  through  the 
aditns.  lo  the  mastoid  antrum  and  the  mastoid  cells.  Rven  the  inner 
cranial  inl>lc  and  the  labyrinth  are  not  exempt,  and  herein  lies  one 
of  the  dangers  i>f  this  disease. 

Exfoliation  of  the  nccro:icd  areas  of  bone  usually  occurs  in  the 
form  of  minute  masses  which  How  away  in  the  discharge;  hut  occa- 
sifinally  large  sequestra  from  the  mastoid,  the  squamous  or  petrous 
portions  nf  the  trmp^^ral  tmnc  separate,  but  remain  as  foreign  bodies 
untd  removed  by  surgical  methods  (Fig.  731. 

Sclerosis  ictmntatitini.— This  process  is  almost  always  olwervcd 
in  cases  of  long-standing  otitis  media  purulenia  chronica.  The 
pneumatic  cells  and  the  Haversian  canals  in  the  bone  become 
replaced  by  cmpact  osseous  tissue,  which  eventually  becomes  hard 
and  of  the  con.sistency  of  ivory.  According  to  Korncr,  the  process 
of  ebumation  usually  liegins  at  "the  periphery  of  the  mastoid,  and 
in  the  course  of  years  eventually  reaches  the  interior,  even  to  the 
mastoid  antrum,  and  thus  the  entire  mastoid  process  becomes  con- 
verted into  compact,  eburnated  bone.  Sometimes,  here  and  there, 
throughout  this  compact  ma?is.  there  are  large  or  smaller  spaces, 
where  Ihe  original  bony  structure  is  preserved;  or,  more  likely, 
there  are  purulent  tracts  running  through  the  sclerosed  bone. 

The  process  of  ebnrnation  is  regarded  by  many  as  a  reaction 
of  the  healthy  bone  to  the  irritants  of  the  disease,  and,  but  for 
certain  factors  hereinafter  described,  would  be  a  process  which 
we  would  not  disturb.  Hut  because  of  the  tracts  of  purulent  dis- 
caw  which  run  in  irrcgtilar  channels  through  it.  and  the  likelihood 
of  one  or  other  of  these  being  shut  off  externally  by  the  advance  of 
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eburnation,  there  is  a  tendency  created  to  force  the  purulent  fod 
to  advance  toward  il»e  interior;  hence,  the  prtK-ess  of  ebunialion 
introduces  a  very  troublesome  factor  into  tlic  trealinenL  of  chronic 
purulent  otitis  media. 

Furthermore,  since  observation  has  verified  the  fact  that  eburna- 
tion lakes  place  from  the  cortex  ni  tlie  mastoid  process,  and  since 
it  advances  mcsially.  rarely  occxirring  along  the  legmen  cellula;, 
legmen  tytnpani  nr  legmen  aiiiri,  ii  is  an  cliolnijical  factor  in  the 
invasion  of  the  cranial  cavity  by  the  purulent  disease  originally 
l<x;ated  in  the  middle-ear  spaces. 

Prcssur,-  Atrophy. — In  the  discussion  above  of  the  ingrowth  of 
epidermis,  we  showed  how  the  gradual  increase  in  size  of  the 
cholesteatomatous  masses  within  the  middle  ear,  by  exerting  pres- 
sure on  the  surruunding  bony  structure,  caused  the  bone  to  become 
absorbed. 

In  examining  cases  where  the  process  has  not  been  of  too  long 
duration,  this  atrophy  or  absorption  of  bone  is  very  evident. 
Large  or  smaller  holes  arc  observed  in  the  mastoid  process,  and 
Boenninghaus  claims  that  in  cases  of  long  duration  the  entire 
mastoid  priKCSs  and  temporal  pyramid  may  become  excavated 
under  the  cortex.  In  such  cases  if  the  cortex  eventually  becomes 
perforated,  then  tite  fistulous  tract  leads  to  this  cavity,  which  is 
entirely  enclosed  by  bony  walls.  .\n  analogy  to  this  process  in 
general  pathology  is  foumi  in  cases  of  aneurism  of  the  aorta  when 
U  presses  against  the  posterior  bony  thoracic  wall  an^  causes  bony 
absorption  of  these  walls,     (nocnninghaiis.) 

Rarefaction  oj  Hone. — This  process  is  <|uite  distinct  from  the 
bone  atrophy  and  absorption  described  above.  It  simulates  the 
lesion  usually  found  in  acute  mastoiditis  and  pathologically  is  a 
disease  of  the  bone  designated  oxtUis  rarc^cans  simfilrx.  The 
lesion  is  often  found  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  antrum  and 
tympanic  cavity,  and  is  usually  surrounded  by  eliurnaiiun.  The 
line  of  demarkation  between  the  eburnatetl  portion  and  the  rarefied 
parts  is  demonstrable.  The  rarefied  bone  is  extremely  soft  and 
usually  of  a  brownish  color.  Usually  all  the  walls  of  the  antrum 
are  involved,  but  occasionally  this  process  e,\tends  in  a  definite 
tract  toward  the  sulcus  signioideus,  or  toward  the  tcgmcn. 

The  upper  portion  of  the  bony  posterior  wall  of  the  external 
auditory  canal  is  a  frequent  seat  of  this  lesion,  and  the  necrosis 
or  caries  of  the  malleus  and  incus  is  generally  the  result  of  this 
pathologic  lesion. 

3.  JsEW  Growths. — It  is  not  our  purpose  in  this  connection  to 
describe  the  pathology  of  neoplasms  of  the  middle  ear  and  mastoid 
process.  The  classification  of  middle-ear  lesions  whidi  produce 
otorrhea,  and  the  train  of  symptoms  which  wc  classify  as  otitis 
media  purulcnta.  would  not  be  complete  were  we  to  overlook  the 
fact  that  the  grou'lh  of  neoplasms,  both  benign  or  malignant,  is 
capable  of  producing  otitis  media  purulenta  chronica. 

The  development  of  a  carcinoma  or  a  sarcoma  within  the 
tTmpanic  cavity  or  mastoid  process  would,  by  its  advance,  cause 
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bone  absorption  and  by  its  desquamation  and  exfoliated  detritus 
produce  otorrhea.  Tbe  use  of  the  prube,  tlic  history  of  tlic  case 
and  the  involvement  of  the  neighboring  jjlands  serve  to  complete 
the  clinical  picture  of  these  growths.  Tor  a  description  of  neo- 
plasms of  the  ear  the  reader  is  referred  to  Chapter  XIII. 

Etiology. — An  attack  of  acute  purulent  otitis  media  or  a  suc- 
ccssiitu  of  such  attacks  in  which  the  disease  is  allowed  to  pro(frcs<i 
unaided  by  the  established  principles  of  treatment  (see  Chapter 
XVIII)  constitutes  the  clticl  cau.sc  of  chronic  suppuration  of  the 
middle  car. 

In  otherwise  healthy  individuals  an  attack  of  acute  purulent 
otitis  media,  even  when  resuliinj,'  from  some  infccliun  uf  virulent 
type,  should  terminate  in  recovery  in  from  three  days  to  five  weeks, 
providing  the  patient  is  the  subject  of  proper  care  and  is  skillfully 
treated  according  lo  modem  niethodt.  and  that  purulent  mastoiditis 
does  not  supervene. 

The  fact  that  so  large  a  proportion  of  all  patients  who  suffer 
from  chronic  otorrliea  arc  able  to  associate  its  commenccnicnl  with 
an  attack  of  diphtheria,  measles,  scarlet  fever,  typhoid  fever  or 
<)ther  grave  infections  gives  emphasis  to  the  etiological  relation 
which  these  diseases  bear  to  purulent  otitis  media  (sec  Chapters 
XXXI  and  XXXIl). 

The  deleterious  effects  of  general  infections  upon  the  ear  arc 
due  to  the  virulence  of  their  characteristic  micro-organisms  (see 
Chapter  \'),  combined  with  the  physical  exhaustion  and  conse(|U<nt 
lowered  resisting  power  which  follows  such  attacks.  It  is  probable 
that  a  considerable  proportion  of  all  cases  of  chronic  purulent 
otitis  meitia  have  been  the  victims,  during  the  lime  of  the  primary 
attack  of  a  complicating  acute  mastoiditis,  from  which  recovery 
has  taken  place  without  operation,  but  with  a  persistent  offensive 
discharge,  Inss  of  hearing  and  a\\  the  (Lingers  which  attend  a 
chronic  purulent  necrotic  process  in  the  temporal  hone. 

In  every  case  of  this  type  a  simple  mastoid  operation  (see 
Chapter  XIX),  promptly  and  timely  perfr»rmed.  would,  in  the 
majurity  of  cases,  prevent  these  .serious  se<iuel.T.  and  preserve  the 
hearing. 

Age  is  no  harrier  to  this  disease,  hut  in  a  large  proportion  of 
all  cases  the  disease  commences  during  childhood.  General  con- 
siiiutinnal  diseases  predispose  both  to  cause  and  prolong  chronic 
otorrhea. 

Thus  tuberculosis,  syphilis,  malignant  growths  as  well  as 
diabetes  are  factors  which  tend  lo  prolong  middle-car  suppuration 
and  induce  chronicity. 

It  has  heretofore  been  asserted  as  an  invariable  rule  (Chapter 
XVf  tl  t  that  recurrent  attacks  of  otorrhea  in  children  are  indicative 
of  the  presence  of  adenoids  and  hypertropbied  tonsils.  The  same 
rule  ap|)Iies  e(|ually  to  chronic  otorrhea  occurring  in  young  chil- 
dren, while  in  older  individuals  any  form  nf  obstniction  to  nasal 
respiration,  and  especially  new  growths  and  punitent  affections  of 
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the  nasal  accessory  sinuses  show  a  marked  tendency  to  prolong 
a  ]jurulcnl  otitis  media  beyond  the  aciire  stajje. 

Tile  exact  point  of  time  when  an  acute  purulent  otitis  media 
becomes  chronic  is  not  clearly  delinable  clinically.  The  persistence 
of  an  otorrhea  beyond  cifiht  to  twelve  weeks  is  by  common  consent 
repardcd  as  chronic.  In  any  case  wherein,  as  a  result  of  some 
ci>nstitutionai  dy>crasia  cunibined  with  a  severe  type  of  infection, 
the  pathologic  lesions  characteristic  a{  chronic  purulent  otitis 
media  are  quickly  prndticcd,  it  is  possible  fnr  the  disease  to  show 
signs  of  chronicity  almost  from  the  hcfjinning.  This  is  especially 
true  in  tuberculous  and  syphilitic  patients,  and  to  a  less  degree 
in  those  who  suffer  from  diabetes,  or  who  are  ill  nourished  and 
anemic  from  bad  hygiene,  exposure,  serious  illness  or  lack  of  suffi- 
cient oxygen  as  a  rcf^ult  t'f  adenoids  and  hypertrophierl  tonsils. 

Symptoms  and  Course. — The  various  pathologic  processes 
which  are  the  kiicvvu  causative  fact(trs  of  otitis  media  purulenta 
chronica  are  productive  of  certain  syni[)!oms  the  chief  of  which  arc 
otorrhea,  progrcs<;ive  loss  of  hearing  and  tinnitus.  .Such  sj*mptoms 
as  pain,  vertigo,  nausea,  nystagmus  and  facial  paralysis  are  usually 
indications  of  complicating  lesions  and  are  hereinafter  tieseribed  under 
ai>propriate  headings. 

Otohriifa. — The  most  persistent  symptom  associaterl  with  chronic 
purulent  otitis  media  is  the  aural  discharge.  It  may  be  continuous 
and  exceedingly  profuse  or  intermittent  and  scanty.  When  profuse 
(otopyorrhea)  it  flows  freely  from  the  external  meatu-*,  and  if  tam- 
pons of  absorbent  cotton  are  constantly  worn  the  pledgets  soon  become 
.vaketl  with  the  secretion  and  require  changing  several  times  each 
day.  When  no  absorbent  cotton  is  worn  the  patient  is  obliged  to 
wHpc  out  the  external  canal  at  frequent  intervals. 

When  scant  in  quantity  the  discharge  may  be  perceptible  Only 
as  moisture  in  the  canal,  or  nut  be  observed  save  on  utoscopic  ex- 
amination. In  this  type  of  otorrhea  the  minute  cpiantity  lends  to 
adhere  about  the  borders  t>f  the  pcrfiiralion.  and  finally  to  form 
inspissated  masses  which  may  fill  (he  fundtts  of  the  canal.  The 
removal  of  the  crusts  is  usually  followed  for  a  short  time  by  a  per- 
ceptible otorrhea. 

This  ty;ie  of  the  ilisease  is  often  mistakably  dcsjribe<l  as  inter- 
mittent otorrhea.  It  is  quite  common  for  the  ignorant  or  neglectful 
niothcrs  of  children  who  have  chronic  otorrhea  to  allow  the  pus  to 
flow  and  accumulate  abuut  ibe  external  car  and  remain  undisturbed 
until  a  rlernialitis  of  the  auricle  results  from  the  irritation  of  tlie 
discharge. 

The  secretion  from  tlie  middle  ear  may  be  purulent,  mucopurulent 
or  be  composed  of  an  admixture  of  pus.  blood,  disintegrated  hone, 
epidermis  or  cennnen.  if  of  k)ng  standing,  especially  when  treatment 
has  been  neglected,  the  discharge  emits  a  feti<!  odor.  The  latter  is 
characleristir  of  caries  or  necrosis  of  the  bone. 

Ddor  also  Is  common  in  cholesteatomalous  otorrhea.  The  latter 
is  pccuHarlv  olTrnsivc  but  quite  unlike  the  carrion-like  odor  which  is 
obsen'cd  when  there  is  an  extensive  necrosis  of  the  bones.     A  large 
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l>ro)ior1ion  of  those  who  arc  afiliclcd  with  chronic  pwrtileni  otitis  media 
evince  hiit  little  anxiety  in  regard  to  the  gravity  of  the  disease,  and 
look  upun  il  as  a  trivial  though  troublesome  malady.  The^'  5eek 
treatment  solely  in  order  to  overcome  the  odor,  the  necessity  for 
daily  cleansing  of  the  iticains,  and  the  wearing  of  absorbent  cotton  in 
the  ear.  Mucoid  discharge  is  more  common  when  the  disease  is  con- 
fined to  the  r.U'itachi.-in  tnl»e  and  the  portions  of  the  mucosa  surround- 
ing its  tympanic  urii'icc.  In  this  type  ui  the  disease  the  perforations 
in  the  drumliea't  are  usually  in  the  lower  (piadrant. 

'riio  api»earancc  of  bloml  in  ihc  atiral  discharge  is  indicative  of 
granulalions  or  poh'pi,  the  blood- vc&icls  of  which  are  numerous  and 
have  thin  walls. 

The  loss  of  hearing  varie>i  with  (he  progress  of  the  disease,  and 
the   location   of   die   pathological   lesions.    ITiere   may   be   cxien«ive 
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J^ig.  loS. — I-atcr,il  view,  partly  stliemaiii;,  with  key  uUle,  {A"^ 
showing  cxtciiiivc  varies  of  t!ie  d".!siclf5  ^fl)  and  walls  of  the  lyin- 
panum  (Cl  ami  much  granulation  1i»«iir. 

involvement  of  l>oth  the  mucnsa  and  bony  walls,  but  so  long  a*  the 
stape<>  ami  ov^i  window  c<cai>e  and  other  labyrinthine  coniplicalions 
<lo  not  (KTCur  the  hearing  may  remain  good.  'ITic  loss  of  hearing  may 
be  im|>crerptible  to  the  |)atiem  fur  all  practical  purposes,  or  it  nay 
have  reached  any  intermediate  stage,  even  to  a  high  degree  of  dcafttess. 

It  is  quite  common  for  chiUIren  who  have  lost  the  drum  membrane, 
malleus  and  incus  to  retain  sufficient  hearing  to  enable  them  to  attend 
school  and  receive  instruction  with  but  little  inconvenience.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  disease  may  lie  S(i  violent  and  destructive  as  to  destroy 
the  hearing  entirely  and  cause  deafmutism.     (Sec  Chaplcr  XXVIII.) 

The  degree  of  persistence  of  tinnims  also  is  variable,  some  patients 
not  complaining  of  this  symptom  at  all,  while  in  others  it  constitutes 
the  most  distressing  symptom  for  which  they  '^eek  relief.  Tin- 
nitus is  neither  so  persistent  nor  distressing  as  that  which  neeurs  in 
non-sup  putative  middle-ear  and  labyrinthine  affections.     Violent 
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tinnitus,  cspcciaUv  when  acconiiianied  by  vcrligo  and  nausea,  is  an 
indicatiun  of  labyriiiiliiiie  involvement. 

The  three  symptoms  described  above — viz.,  otorrhea,  hardness  of 
hearing  and  tinnitus — constitute  the  symptom-complex  of  otitis 
media  purutenta  chronica.  The  .sympicmi^  change  upon  tho  advent 
of  complications.  Of  tho  occasional  symptom.s  which  accompany 
chronic  purulent  otitis  media  pain  is  the  most  common.  'I'he  pain 
is  often  caused  by  a  funinculosis  of  the  external  auditory  canal 
(Fig.  68);  or  it  may  result  from  pus  retention  in  t)ie  iniHdlc  ear, 
brouglit  on  liy  the  growth  of  polypi  (I^ig-  164),  or  a  a  result  of 
imperfect  drainage  from  any  cause. 

Furthcnnore,  pain  in  otitis  media  piindcnta  chronica  may  result 
from  the  swelling  of  cluilesteatomaious  masses  in  the  middle  car.  It  is 
also  a  characteristic  symptom  of  cburnation  of  tlic  cells  of  the  mastoid 
process. 


rig,  ifi6. — Lateral  view  of  the  tympanic  cavity,  with  key  plar«:,  partly 
schcmalic.  showitip  (.-I)  the  imtlinc  of  -a  larjjtr  pcrfnriition  in  lliff  drum 
membrune,  which  has  hcaltd  by  llie  tonnaiioii  uf  (B)  scar  tissue. 

Finally,  when  tlic  disease  involves  the  periosteum — that  is,  causes 
a  periostitis  (.'■"'?■  I--''),  or  wlien  the  intracranial  structures  become 
involved,  pain  becomes  a  prominent  symptom. 

Anotlier  s^-mptom  which  becomes  prominent  when  complications 
threaten  is  vertigi>.  Dizziness,  as  we  shall  see  under  the  approf)rlate 
chapters,  is  indicative  of  labyrinthine  or  intracranial  involvement. 
The  symptoms  characteristic  of  aculv  mastoiditis,  sinus-thrnmbnsis 
and  intracranial  lesions  are  likewise  appropriately  described  in  the 
chapters  under  their  respective  headings. 

Course. — The  pathologic  lesion  causing;  otitis  media  pnrulenta 
chronica  may  be  terminated  surgically  or  by  local  treatment  or  the 
disease  may  run  its  course  through  the  entire  life  of  the  patient. 
When  terminaird  by  whatever  means,  except  surgically,  the  perfora- 
tion in  the  drum  may  become  covered  by  scar  tissue  (Fig.  166)  and 
the  lesion  shut  off  by  connective  lisstie  (Fig-  I'Vi),  or  by  being 
covered  by  epidermis.  On  the  other  hand  a  large  perforation  in  the 
drumhead  may  persist  and  its  borders  become  covered  by  epidermis 
or  scar  tissue,  and,  furthermore,  the  exposed  mucous  membrane  of 
the  tympanic  cavity  may  become  dermatized  and  the  suppurative 
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process  reach  a  standstill.  Old  perfnranon  scars  are  prone  to 
become  the  ^cat  of  iralcarcous  deposits  or  plaques  (  Fig.  114). 

The  disease  may  become  qiiicbccnt  for  a  lunger  or  a  shorter  time, 
to  start  up  again,  lullowing  a  "culd,"  an  attack  of  grippe,  or  one  of 
the  exanthemata.  The  recurrence  of  suppuration  is  especially 
marked  in  those  with  nasal  obstruction  and  adenoid  vegetations. 

Finally,  the  disease  may  persist  ihmugh  life,  wiihoul  tnasloid, 
intracranial  or  lahyrtnihine  complications;  or  at  any  time  these 
lesions  may  appear  with  scricu.^t  conscc|Ucncc9. 

The  most  common  complication  uf  chronic  purulent  otitis  media 
is  an  acute  exacerbation  of  Ihc  disease,  or  an  acute  pundent  mastoiditis 
superimposed  upon  the  chronic  middle-car  suppuration.  Other  com- 
phcations  are  those  svhtch  result  in  involvement  of  the  dura.mater,  the 
brain  or  the  labyrinth. 


Fig.  Ui7,— SlmwiiiR  jicrf<ir.it«iii  in  the  Hnim  nM-nit>raiii:.  wliicli  has  heated 
uvvf  l>)  tuiiitcctive  li»iuc,  leaving  s  pcrmanvm  sxnr. 

Diagnosis. — A  priori  it  may  he  asserted  that  a  chrnnic  dis- 
charge from  the  ear  usually  emanates  frrrtn  the  middle-ear  spaces. 
Oloscopically.  this  is  manifested  more  |>o.sitively  when  we  note  the  pus 
Rowing  from  the  mi<ldle-car  spaces  through  tlie  perforation  in  the 
flrumhead.  The  pulsation  somcliiru-s  seen  in  llie  oltr-^opic  picture  is 
less  frequently  observed  in  chronic  otorrhea  than  in  (he  acute  form  of 
the  disease;  yet  as  a  diagnnsiic  sign  iliai  the  pus  emanates  from  the 
miridic  ear  this  symptom  must  be  remendicrcd. 

Exact  <liagnosis  that  the  chronic  otorrhea  is  due  to  a  suppuration 
within  (he  tym)>anic  cavity  depenrls  u|hju  seeing  the  |>erfnraiion  in  the 
membrana  tympani.  and  the  observation  of  pus  coming  through  the 
[lerforalion.  Kxoslosis  of  the  external  auditory  canal,  funmctdosis 
and  all  other  lesions  of  the  external  anditnry  canal  must  be  excluded. 

There  are  certain  obiitaclcs  which  tend  to  uhscurc  the  inspectitui 
of  the  drumhead.  Chief  among  these  arc  exostoses  of  the  external 
au<litory  canal  walls  (  Fig.  07 ).  tumors  )  Fig.  f»7 1,  or  polypi  (  Fig.  170), 
which  occlude  the  canal  lumen  and  prevent  a  distinct  view  of  the  drum. 
The  Dullines  of  perforations  often  became  obscured  bv  masses  of 
cxfoltaled  cholesteatoma  or  inspissated  pus.  In  dtnihtAil  cases  the 
use  of  the  F-ustachian  catheter,  whereby  the  auscultation  sound  of  a 
perforation  is  obtainable,  helps  to  clear  the  mooted  |X>int. 

iifK-nninghans  recommends,  in  cases  where  there  is  doubt  as  to 
the  presence  of  a  perforation  even  after  inflation,  that  the  end  of  the 
auscultation  tube  be  inmu-rsed  in  a  glass  uf  water  and  the  indatioD 
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repealed.  If  a  pcrforatiun  emits  air  which  escapes  into  the  auditory 
canal  anil  thence  into  the  auscultation  tiilw,  it  will  cscai)e  through  tlie 
water  and  cause  butihlcs. 

The  cniploynieiit  of  a  probe,  tipijed  with  cotton,  will  show  moisture 
in  cases  where  the  secretions  are  scant  and  scarcely  discernible  to  the 
eye,  and  the  use  of  the  SicKcl  otoscope  in  disturbing  the  secretions 
is  also  of  Service  in  rendering  a  diagnosis. 

The  diagnoiiis  of  the  ingrowth  of  epidermis,  or  rather  the 
presence  of  cholesteatomata,  depends  usually  upon  obtaining  the 
ei«rlennis  scales  iti  the  examination  of  the  ear  discharjje.  Ttie 
pus  is  usually  of  a  very  foul  ndor,  and  the  flakes  arc  more  particu- 
irly  to  be  seen  in  the  region  of  Slirapnell's  membrane,  from 
irhich  they  may  he  I'tosencd  by  the  use  of  a  ])rohe  nr  ring  curet. 
The  dry  or  pseud o-cholesicatoma  is  usually  diagnosticated  by  a 
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Fig.  168. — Lutcral  view  oi  lympank  cavity,  witli  i«y  plate,  partly 
sefacmntie  view,  showing  <*^)  large  pt-r /oral ion  in  tlrumhi-ad,  {B)  necro- 
«»  oi  prniDoiiKiry  and  (C)  large  polypus  prfitrudiiig  into  the  external 
auditor]'  canat. 

microscopical  examination  of  the  scales  obtained  from  the  canal. 
Caries  ami  necro^^is  of  the  malleus  (Kig.  \72),  and  sometimes  a 
large  sct|ucstra  lying  in  the  middle-ear  space  may  be  visible  to  the 
eye,  but  a  positive  diagnosis  depends  upon  a  skillful  use  of  the 
probe.  The  llartniann  probe  (I'ig.  3j.  being  of  small  calibre  and 
made  of  silver,  is  flexible  and,  when  bent  in  various  short  curves 
and  angles,  permits  liic  surgeon  to  explore  a  considerable  area  of 
the  tympanum  proper  and  the  epitym])anic  space.  When  intro- 
duced through  the  perforation  and  manipulated  in  various  direc- 
tional, the  necrosed  ossicles  and  exposed  tympanic  walls  can  be 
felt  as  rough  areas  and  even  se«juestra  can  both  be  fell  and  moved. 

The  odor  from  aural  necrosis  is  carriou-Iike  and  cliaracterislic. 
The  presence  of  polypi  is  signiticaiU  of  bone  necrosis  (Fig.  UjR), 
especially  when  they  recur  quickly  after  being  removed,  even 
though  the  patient  is  under  constant  local  treatment. 

[finally,  the  location  of  the  perforations  in  the  drumhead  is  of 
considerable  diagnostic  significance  in  chronic  purulent  otitis 
media.  Broadly  speaking,  perforations  of  small  or  medium  size 
which  arc  located  in  the  drum  membrane  proper  and  which  do  not 
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impinge  upon  the  contiguous  bony  structures  at  any  point  (Fig. 
169)  imlicatc  tlut  tlic  disease  is  confined  to  the  mucosa  of  the 
middle-car  spaccii.  and  that  the  bone  has  not  yet  become  aifccted. 

This  rule  is  not  invariable,  as  in  a  ^mall  proportion  of  centrally 
located  perforations  there  is  found  a  contlnutms  tlow  (if  foul-smell- 
iwfs'  I'H^  and  protruding  granulations  which  bear  evidence  of  bone 
necrosis. 

Another  type  of  perforation  observed  in  cases  of  chronic 
purulent  otitis  media  is  one  which  involves  ihe  long  process  of 
the  malleus  in  varj-ing  degrees.  A  single  perforation  involving  the 
distal  extremity  of  the  malleus  handle  is  shown  in  Fig.  170, 
while  one  of  larger  size  with  granular  edges,  and  showing  some 
loss  of  the  malleus  handle  throuKb  necrosis  is  illustrated  in  Fig. 
171. 


Fig.  Ifift.-Pwforu- 
tkta  of  the  drum 
meiubraoe  whiLb 
dues  not  im  pi  nice 
upon  the  hony  struc- 
tares  of  the  middle 
ear. 


Fitf.  170.  — Saull  per- 
foration at  the  umbo. 
Tb«  distal  end  of  tbe 
malleus  handle  is  ex- 
posed and  necrotic. 


Fix.  171.— Ferfuratlon 

of  lurjie  i'i^c  iu  central 
portiuQi^if  the  drum  head. 
The  c't^cs  lire  gr-noaltir 
■od  the  tip  cad  of  tbe 
mallcui  bandle  bat 
«)oii|Ebed  away. 


In  a  third  tj-pc  of  perforations  the  de.*itruction  of  the  drum- 
head is  extensive,  with  more  or  tc^s  cumplete  loss  of  the  ossicles 
from  necrosis  (I'igs.  i72  and  173).  in  these  ca5es  the  visible 
necrosis  usually  represents  but  a  small  portion  uf  the  actual  extent 
of  the  disease. 

A  fourth  type  may  be  de5ned  as  multiple  perforations.  These 
inay  be  large  (Fig-  174)  or  small  (Mg.  175),  and  arct  as  a  rtile, 
indicative  of  tuberculosis  or  syphilis. 

A  fifth  type,  wherein  the  perforation  is  located  high  up  within 
the  confines  of  ShrapncH's  membrane  (Fig.  176)  with  destruction 
or  visible  necrosis  of  the  ossicles,  furnislies  presumptive  evidence 
of  more  or  less  extcn^iivc  disease  of  the  bony  wiills  of  the  attic, 
aditus  and  mastoid  antrum.  These  are  prone  to  permit  the  ingrowth 
of  epithelium  from  the  external  auditory  canal,  in  which  evmi  there 
is  added  the  dangers  of  cholesteatomata.  This  is  considered  a 
dangerous  type  of  perforation  on  account  of  the  extensive  and 
far-reaching  necrosi*  which  usually  accompanies  it.  Furthermore, 
perforations  through  Shrapncll's  membrane,  together  with  other 
marginal  perforations,  to  be  hereinafter  considered,  furnish  a  larger 
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proportion  of  cases  requiring  the  radical  mastoid  operation  than 
those  which  arc  centrally  located. 

A  sixth  type  of  perforation  is  that  which  is  located  at  ihe 
margin  of  the  drum  membrane  proper  (h'ig.  177 1,  with  or  without 
the  presence  of  protniding  grannlations  (Fig.  Ifi3>.  They  vary  in 
extent  and  may  invoKe  any  quadrant  of  the  drumhead  at  its  per- 
iphery. When  accompanied  by  continuous  fetid  discharge,  this 
type  of  perforation  gives  evidence  not  only  of  necrosis  (^f  the 
underl^-ing  bone  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  but  of  other  portion*  of 
the  middle-car  spaces.  Tlie  pus  in  chronic  purulent  otitis  media 
usually  contains  a  mixed  infection,  which  indicates  chronicity. 
(For  the  Bacteriology  nf  Middle-car  Discharges  .sec  Chapter  V.) 

In  conclusion,  the  diagnosis  of  chronic  purulent  otitis  media  is 
based  upon : — 


Fig.  172.— L*)ss  of  ill.'  entire  cto- 
I'tnU  [KtriloQ  of  the  driini  mcm- 
liraae  and  itmull  purtion  of  tli« 
membraaa  flaa:i(la.  The  miillbus 
Itandli;  U  necrotic  ADd  the  laoiis  U 
destro)t>d. 


Pig.  173— .Mriiwst  entire  nbgcnco 
of  Iho  driiiiilir.id  proper  fiiid  the 
niembr;ia)i  fincgid;*.  The  entire 
iocuii  liod  Qcarly  the  eotlrc  mulleuis 
have  succumhc-d  to  the  necrotic 
prrfcwn.  The  stiipesreniiiins  intact, 
and  the  ruaod  winduw  is  visible. 


1.  A  history  of  chronic  otorrhea. 

2.  The  otoscopic  findings:  (a)  Pus  in  the  external  auditory 
canal  and  tympanum,  (h)  Perforation  of  the  drum  membrane, 
(f)  Granulations  or  polypi  which  spring  from  the  walls  of  the 
middle-ear  spaces,  (rf)  Necrosis  of  the  ossicles  and  huriy  walls  of 
the  middle  car,  which  is  determined  by  probing  and  by  the  presence 
of  malodorous  pus. 

Prognosis. — (o)  Regarding  cure  of  the  purulent  process.  (&) 
Regarding  improvement  in  the  hearing,     [f)  Regarding  life. 

Recardino  the  Cure  ov  the  Lesion. — The  much -to-be-desired 
cure  of  ttie  otorrhea  is  always  dependent  upon  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  ulceration  and  necrosis  ^>f  the  middle-car  cavities.  In 
cases  wherein  ihc  disease  is  localized  within  areas  which  are  acces- 
sible to  treatment,  especially  where  hone  necrosis  is  slight  in  extent 
or  absent  altogether,  a  cure  of  the  otorrhea  may  be  expected  after  a 
reasonably  short  season  of  IcKal  treatment.  Furthermore,  in  those 
cases  which  have  been  neijlerted  or  indifTerently  treated,  marked 
improvement  usually  follows  the  establishment  of  the  local 
in^asures  of  treatment  hereinafter  described. 
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Hut  necrosis,  wherever  located,  t>ccoiTies  a  serious  obstacle  to 
cure  by  local  measures.  When  confined  to  the  ossicles  and  annular 
ring  it  Is  sometimes  possible  to  cflFcct  a  cure  after  a  prolonged 
period  of  local  treatment,  especially  when  aided  by  improved  general 
health  and  consc<iucnt  increased  bodily  resistance.  Kxtcnsivc 
necrosis  with  profuse  malodorous  discharge  and  proliferating 
granulations  does  not  usually  yield  to  local  measures  of  treatment, 
but  requires  radical  surgical  intervention  in  order  to  eradicate  the 
disease.  Otorrhea  sometimes  persists  even  after  the  most  skillful 
and  painstaking  radical  operations,  but  such  cases  are  exceptions 
to  the  general  rule. 

Regarding  the  Hearing. — It  may  be  stated  that  as  a  general 
rule  chnmic  purulent  otitis  media  diminishes  the  hearing  function 
in  varying  degrees.  There  are  rare  exceptions  wherein  a  prolonged 
suppurative  process  in  and  about  the  middle-ear  cavities  docs  not 


Fig.  174.— Multi'iilc  p<Tfora(ions 
ill  the  drumhead. 


Fig.  175. — Multiple  perforations 
in  the  dm m head. 


result  in  any  perceptible  hearing  defect.  It  is  strange  that  in  such 
cases  the  oval  window  in  its  relation  to  the  stapes  has  entirely 
escaped  the  ravages  of  the  disease. 

Again,  extensive  dcstructiun  of  the  drum  membrane  may  take 
place  without  loss  of  hearing.  The  necrotic  process  may  extend 
even  farther  and  destroy  the  malleus,  the  incus  and  portions 
of  the  annulus  tympanicus,  but  so  long  as  the  stapes  remains 
movable  in  its  normal  position  the  hearing  may  not  become 
seriously  impaired. 

Unfnnunatcly,  the  final  healing  of  the  purulent  process  within 
the  middle  ear  is  prone  to  eventuate  in  adhesions,  especially  around 
the  oval  and  the  round  windows,  and  serious  impairment  of  hearing. 
iMirlhermorc.  labyrinihine  suppuration,  even  when  recovered  from, 
is  usually  followed  by  loss  of  the  hearing  function. 

It  is  also  true  that  a  considerable  proportion  of  patients  who 
suffer  from  otorrhea  hear  better  while  the  discharge  persists  than 
they  do  after  the  discharge  has  ceased.  This  is  largely  due  to  the 
ultimate  thickening  of  the  mucosa  of  the  middle  ear,  to  retracting 
cicatrices  and  adhesions  of  the  ossicles. 

Total  deafness  as  a  result  of  chronic  purulent  otitis  media  is 
rare.  The  more  reliable  statistics  relative  to  the  result*  upon  the 
hearing  in   the   radical  operation   performed   for  the  cure   of  this 
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disease  arc  not  unfavorable  in  tlic  main,  fn  "5  cases  reported  by 
the  autlior^  the  hearing  was  improved  in  28,  unchanged  in  25,  and 
impaired  in  22. 

REGAKurNG  THE  LiFE. — While  llic  fatalities  which  result  from 
chronic  purulent  otitis  media  are  proponionately  few  in  number, 
they  occur  with  sufficient  frequency  to  necessitate  our  classifying^ 
this  disease  amting'  lliose  which  arc  liazardous  to  lift*.  Bone 
necrosis  is  the  danger  signal  of  chronic  inimlent  otitis  media. 
Fatalities  from  this  cause  occur  as  a  result  of  gradual  extension  of 
the  necrotic  process  through  liie  attic  or  anliuni  tt^anen,  tlirougli 
the  labyrinth,  through  that  portion  of  the  inner  wall  of  the  mastoid 
process  which  ctivcrs  the  lateral  sinus.  thr<mgh  other  portions  of 
the  me*ial  or  cranial  wall,  or  from  softening  or  alisnrption  of  the 
bony  tissues  from  retained  cholesteaiomatous  masses.  I  n  this 
manner  tlie  infection  which  heretofore  has  reuiainiKl  localized  within 


Pig.  17*>.  — Large  perforatirm  ia 
Shrapadl's  membrane,  through 
whicb  Ilia  cartoiu  malloax  and 
ioccA  WiXc  visible  A  p  •rtion  of  the 
ontvr  w;ill  has  been  dc^troyvd  frwm 
Qocroais. 


Hig.  177.— The  perf ')r.il Ion  here 
shown  \%  t  he  ii  pper  pn^tnrtcir  <]uad- 
niDt  ut  tlio  junction  ■)(  ttie  dram 
racmbriine  pr  )per  with  Shrap- 
noIJ'i  mernbrfine. 


the  middle-car  cavities  is  permitted  tn  invade  the  meninges.  Death 
is  thereby  caused  by  purulent  meningitis,  cerebral  abscess,  cerebellar 
abscess,  or  by  pyemic  thruniWsis  of  the  lateral  sinun  and  internal 
jugular  vein.  Karring  traumatisms  and  systemic  infections  like 
epidemic  cerebrospinal  meningitis,  purulent  inflammation  of  the 
middle-car  spaces  remains  the  chief  source  of  all  intracranial 
infections. 

I'innlly,  as  a  more  detailed  statement  of  jirognosis,  we  find  the 
prognosis  to  be  good,  from  the  clinical  standpoint,  when  the  case 
IS  not  of  long  standing  and  is  uncuniplicated  by  granulations,  when 
the  otorrhea  is  not  fetid,  and  is  mucopurulent  in  character.  The 
prognosis  is  worse  when  the  otorrhea  is  fetid,  when  complicated 
by  granular  excrescences  or  polypi,  when  the  perforations  in  the 
drumhead  arc  marginally  situated,  and  when  the  epidermis  has 
invadrd  the  tympanic  cavity. 

Treatment. — The  treatment  of  chronic  purulent  otitis  media 


■Transaction^  of  the  American  Laryngolo^'cal.  Rhinologlcal.  and  Oto- 
loi^cal  Society.  1909. 


268 


THE  MIDDLE  EAR. 


U  properly  classified  under  the  following  (general  headingfi,  depend- 
ing upon  the  duration  of  the  di*ea*e  and  ihc  location  and  extent  of 
the  pathological  lesion:  1.  Local  therapy.  2.  Intratympanic  opera- 
tion (ossiculectomy).     3.  The  so-called  radical  inasinid  operation. 

I.  LiK.".\L  TuEKAPY. — Of  the  three  methods  the  simplest  is  that 
known  as  local  treatment.  This  is  applicable  to  and  usually  suc- 
cessful in  a  considerable  proportion  of  cases  of  chronic  otorrhea. 
The  type  f)f  cases  amenable  to  local  treatment  may  be  defined  as 
the  simple  variety,  wherein  the  soft  tis-^ues  only  arc  involved,  or 
where  the  Intne  necrosis  is  localized,  and  in  those  where  the  disease 
is  aggravated  by  adenoids,  hypertrophied  tonsils,  lack  of  cleanli- 
ness, proper  nourishment  and  hygienic  surroundings.  Here  the 
removal  of  diseased  tonsils  and  adenoids  (sec  Chapters  XLlll  and 
XLVT),  the  establishment  of  right  habits  and  methods  of  living, 
internal  treatment  with  tonics  and  lucal  treatment  by  modern 
methods  will  usually  effect  a  cure.  Primarily  the  local  treatment 
should  aim  to  remove  accumulations  of  pus  from  the  tympanic 
cavity  and  external  auditory  canal  and  to  promote  the  rapid 
drainage  of  pus, 

Some  writers  have  recommended  the  dry  treatment.  In  this, 
the  external  auditory  canal  is  cleansicil  of  all  removable  secretions, 
the  site  of  the  perforation  is  wiped  clean,  and  as  much  of  the 
sccrtion  as  is  possible  to  remove  is  wiped  away  from  the  tympanic 
cavit)r  through  the  perforation.  A  sterile  strip  uf  plain  gauze  is 
then  intrndurcd  into  the  canal,  pushed  up  close  to  the  drum  and 
left  i«  siiii  for  twenty-four  hours,  when  the  entire  process  is 
renewed.  \Vc  have  bad  favorable  results  with  this  methtxl  in  acute 
cases,  but  do  not  recommend  it  in  the  chronic  ones.  In  some  of 
the  European  clinics  it  has.  however,  been  warmly  adv(Kated. 

Meihpih  of  Diiuching.* — The  cleansing  of  the  purulent  cavitv  by 
means  of  the  duuche  or  syringe  is  best  accomplished  by  the  employ- 
ment of  sterile  normal  salt  solution.  If  large  masses  of  dried 
secretiun  are  found  clinging  to  the  walls  of  the  cavity  their  removal 
is  facilitated  by  previous  instillation  of  a  few  drops  of  dilute 
hydrogen  pcroxid.  If  necrosis  is  present  bichlorid  of  mercury 
solution,  varv'ing  in  strength  according  to  the  age  of  the  patient, 
may  he  enipfuycd.  These  solutions  should  be  warm,  the  tempera- 
ture varying  from  100"  to  110^  K..  and  should  be  employed  at  Iea.«tt 
three  limes  a  day.  From  one  to  two  quarts  of  such  solution  in  a 
fountain  syringe,  hung  high  up  in  order  to  give  suflicient  force  to 
the  stream,  will  serve  to  wash  out  the  external  auditory  canal,  and, 
when  targe  perforations  arc  present  in  the  tympanic  cavity,  a  more 
effective  method  of  douching  is  that  devised  by  Fowler  (sec 
Chapter  VIll,  Figs,  44,  45  and  46), 

It  often  becomes  nccessarj'  to  irrigate  the  tympanic  cavity  and 
ailic  and  this  can  he  accomplished  by  using  a  slender  glass  or  metal 
attic  cannula  fFig.  178).  slightly  cur\ed  upward  at  the  tip  and 
carried  through  the  perforation.  The  cleansing  solution  is  then 
gently  forced  through  the  cannula  by  means  of  a  syringe. 

*Kor  details  rL-Rardin^  the  car  Joudie  see  Chapter  VlII. 
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'hen  the  discharge  is  very  fetid  the  following  has  been  of 
I     benefit : — 

B  B  Formalin    niv. 

^^^         Hydrargyri or.  Hs- 

^^^B  Alcohol IfiS. 

^^^H  Aqua  dciL q.  s.  ad  Siij. 

^1  M.  et  Sig.:   Git-  v  in  car  ten  minutes  before  douchini[- 

I  Alter  douching  there  usually  remain  shreds  of  mucus  or  pus 

■  and  other  detritus,  which  must  he  carefully  wiped  away  with  the 
cotlon-tippcd  probe.  Any  needed  intratynipanic  application  may 
now  he  made.  The  success  of  Ihis  method  of  treatment  depends 
lar^'i'ly   upon   the   frccjuency  and   thoroughness   with   wliich   local 


Pig.  ITS. — All  altk  cannula  in  position. 


therapeutic  measures  are  employed.  This  treaimcnt  cannot  be 
fully  trusted  to  the  mother  and  rarely  even  to  the  nurse,  but  the 
phy^ician  himself  must  not  only  examine  the  ear,  hut  also  personally 
administer  the  local  treatment  almost  daily  for  long  periods  of  time. 

If  granulations  recur  applications  of  absolute  alcohol  or  strong 
solution  d(  nitrate  of  silver  produce  favorable  results.  Small  areas 
of  necrosis  should  receive  fre(]uent  applications  of  nitrate  of  silver 
or  iodin  until  the  necrotic  areas  shmi^h  .iway. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  flow  of  pU3  it  may  become  necessary 
to  remove  or  otherwise  destroy  exuberant  granulations,  or  to 
enlarge  the  pcrforaiion. 

While  insufflations  of  powders  have  had  the  recommendations 
of  nescold  (boric  acid),  Spira,  Passow  (xeroform),  and  oihers,  we 
believe  that  the  insufflation  of  powders  may  cause  "caking"  when 
they  become  mixed  with  the  ear  discharge  and  thus  retard  the  flow 
of  pus.  We  do  not  recommend  these  powders  except  in  the  very 
Usi  stages  of  suppuration,  when  the  car  is  almost  dry  and  any 
litcclihoiMt  of  "caking"  and  pus  retention  has  passed,  and  even  then 
the  amounC  of  powder  inserted  should  be  small. 
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Itoenninghaus  recommends  tlie  use  of  nitrate  of  silver  6  per 
cent,  solution  in  alcohul  for  applying  lo  titc  ulceraicd  surfaces. 
Schwartze  employs  nitrate  of  silver  in  those  cases  where  the 
mucous  mctnhrane  in  f^liown  lo  be  much  swollen  and  red.  He  uses 
solutions  lit^inniiig  with  2  per  cent,  aiu)  ranging  as  lugh  a»  10  per 
cent.  The  higher  percentages  are  useful  in  checking  polypoid 
excrescences  ni  the  mucous  memhranc. 

Obstructing  polypi  or  g^ranulations  should  immediately  be 
removed.  When  of  sufficient  size  a  small  i^nare  (Fig.  l/V)  may  be 
employed,  otherwise  the  most  effective  mellu'd  is  to  fuse  a  small 
crystal  of  clirumic  acid  upon  the  end  uf  a  probe  and  plunge  il  into 
the  granulation  mass. 

The  common  occurrence  of  aural  polypi  in  conjunction  with 
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Fib.  179. — The  snare  has  hnm  p.is««d  along  the  pnlj^us,  the  maw 
tneanwnile  being  rnea^c<t  within  thr  wire  loop.  The  pedicle  is  iibotil  to 
be  severed  at  its  cxh  thrOiigh  lliv  perforation  Jn  the  mcmlirana  tympuii. 


chronic  purulent  otitis  media  renders  necessary  a  hrief  description 
of  the  technique  of  this  useful  procedure. 

Remoi-al  of  Aural  I'oiypi. — Coming  to  the  intratympanic  operations 
the  most  frequent  procedure  is  the  removal  of  polypi  pr  granula- 
tion tissue.  The  presence  of  polypi  or  granulation  masses  in  the 
tympanic  cavity  and  external  auditory  canal  almost  invartahly 
indicates  a  chronic  purulent  prnct-^s  in  the  tympanic  cavity  and  it» 
adnexa.    The  most  common  attendant  symptom  is  otorrhea. 

This  tissue  is  adventitious  and  should  he  removed  or  otherwise 
destroyed.  \\'heii  accompanied  by  offensive  discharge  and  by 
extensive  bone  necrosis  some  form  of  nperaiinn  must  he  combined 
with  it  which  n()t  only  will  remove  the  polypi,  hut  obliterate  the 
necrosed  tissue  as  well.  A  simple  method  of  removing  large  polypi 
is  by  means  of  a  small  aural  snare  (l*1g.  179).  liy  this  pnx^dnre 
the  projecting  portion  of  the  mass  is  easily  cut  away.  The  remain- 
ing base  is  then  cauterized,  preferably  with  a  bead  of  chromic  acid 
fused  upon  the  end  of  a  probe.    The  latter  alone  is  usually  sufficient 
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^or  the  destruction  of  small  granulation  masses.  In  this  mtnner 
thc  obstructing  lesion  is  removed,  but.  unfortunately,  inasmuch 
as  these  growths  result  from  an  underlying  necrotic  process,  the 

tiroliferations  arc  prone  to  recur,  and  recurrence  is  usually  rapid. 
I  is  sometimes  necessary  to  limit  the  action  of  the  chromic  acid  by 
douching  the  ear  with  salt  solution. 

Recurrent  proliferations  of  aural  polypi,  in  cases  wherein  alt 
improved  methods  of  local  treatment  have  been  faithfully  carried 
out  during  the  interval,  indicate  a  chronic  purulent  process  with 
bune  necrosis  which  involves  the  spaces  which  arc  accessory  to  the 
tympanic  cavity  proper,  for  the  cure  of  which  the  radical  mastoid 
operation  becomes  imperative. 

It  will  thus  be  Seen  that,  while  the  results  of  removal  by  snare 
or  destruction  with  escharotics  are  favorable  in  the  simple  cases 
wherein  the  disease  is  Cf>nfincd  to  the  borders  of  the  drum  mem- 
brane perforations  or  portions  of  the  tympanic  walU,  the  results 
arc  nnfavoraI)le  and  almost  invariably  attended  with  recurrence 
when  the  necrosis  is  extensive,  deep-seated  or  located  In  the  adnexa, 
the  latter  cases  always  requiring  the  more  radical  procedures  in 
order  to  effect  a  cure.  • 

It  occasionally  happens  that  the  large  polypoid  masses  which 
project  into  the  external  auditory  canal  spring  directly  from  the 
exposed  dura  mater  or  lateral  sinus,  in  which  event  removal  by 
pulling  or  tearing  is  attended  with  considerable  danger  lo  the 
meninges. 

Dench  has  reported  a  fatal  outcome  from  the  intrameatal 
removal  of  polypi.  It  was  found  at  the  autopsy  that  in  the  absence 
of  the  attic  tcgmcn  the  polypus  had  been  removed  from  its  attach- 
ment to  the  dura.  It  is  therefore  to  be  home  in  mind  that  the 
patient  should  be  kept  under  close  observation  for  some  time  fol- 
lowing the  removal  of^polypl  with  ibc  snare. 

The  instillation  nf  alcohol  {95  per  cent.)  is  indicated  in  cases 
of  cholesteatoma,  .'\fiueous  solutions  cause  the  chotesteatomatous 
masses  to  swell,  and  add  lo  the  discomfort  of  the  patient.  The 
alcohol  seems  to  loosen  the  masses,  and  permit  their  removal. 

In  the  case  of  polypoid  ^granulations  the  alcohol  also  seems  to 
have  beneficial  action,  causing  dehydration  and  shrinkage.  The 
treatment  must  be  continued  for  weeks  to  be  fully  efTectivc. 
Orthochlorophenol  applied  to  granulations  followed  by  an  alcohoj 
instillaliim  has  also  given  excellent  rc-^nlts. 

.'\t  each  silling,  in  addition  to  ordinary  douching,  a  careful 
otoscopic  examination  should  be  made  and  all  remains  of  pus  and 
detritus  carefully  wiped  away.  Inflation  in  chronic  cases  is  often 
beneficial,  the  air  douche  forcing  retained  secretions  from  the 
Eustachian  tube  into  the  tympanic  cavity.  In  the  majority  of  cases 
it  is  ddvisahle  to  continue  the  local  measures  above  described  for  a 
considerable  period  ttf  time,  even  for  months,  providing  any  rea^win- 
ahlc  measure  of  improvement  warrants  delav  in  operative  pro- 
cedures. The  results  obtained  prove  the  merits  of  the  method,  as 
considerably  more  than  50  per  cent,  of  all  cases  are  cured,  or  at 
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least  sufficiently  improved  to  practically  remove  the  dangers  attend- 
ing the  chronic  purulent  process. 

In  a  case  progressing  favorably  in  the  course  of  time  the  ear 
becomes  dry,  the  perforations  may  become  cicatrized,  and  healing  is 
thus  effected. 

If  the  perforation  margins  are  thickened  and  covered  with 
epidermis  the  perforation  will  not  heal.  An  application  of  trichlor- 
acetic acid  removes  the  epidermis  and  the  perforation  margins 
may  granulate  sufficiently  to  hea!  the  lesion  in  the  drum.  The 
drug  is  applied  every  eight  days. 

Naturally  we  only  hope  to  close  the  perforations  when  they  are 
small  and  are  centrally  located.  Blake  advocates  the  placing  of 
small  disks  of  paper  over  the  perforations  in  order  to  effect  healing. 

After  the  cessation  of  the  discharge,  the  physician's  next  duty 
requires  him  to  try  to  improve  the  patient's  hearing.  The  cautious 
use  of  inflation,  and  some  massage  to  the  ear  by  stretching  the 
adhesions,  accomplishes  much.  In  many  cases  the  hearing  is  not 
capable  of  being  improved,  and  Toynbee,  Gruber  and  others  have 
found  it  advantageous  to  employ  artificial  eardrums  in  these  cases. 

In  a  limited  proportion  of  ca^es  improvement  results  from  the 
use  of  the  various  eardrums  or  from  small  pledgets  of  moistened 
cotton  fitted  into  the  perforation.  Tlicir  employment  for  this 
purpose  is  always  attended  with  danger  of  infecting  the  surrounding 
tissues. 

Unfortunately,  tlie  local  measures  above  described  prove  insuiB- 
cient  when  extensive  necrosis  exists,  and  some  form  of  operative 
treatment  must  be  instituted  in  order  to  eradicate  the  disease. 

Two  general  methods  of  operation  are  valuable,  either  one  of 
which  must  he  decided  upon  according  to  the  exigencies  of  the  case. 
The  first  and  simpler  operation  is  the  intratympanic,  which  is  per- 
formed througli  the  external  auditory  canal.  This  operation  is  also 
termed  ossiculectomy.  The  latter  term  is  objectionable  because  it 
relates  only  to  ttie  removal  of  the  ossicles,  whereas  the  actual 
operation  often  requires  the  curetment  of  areas  of  necrosis  in  the 
attic,  annular  ring  and  Eustachian  orifice.  The  second  is  the  so- 
called  radical  mastoid  operation,  which  is  performed  externally  by 
the  postauricular  route. 

2.  Intr.\tvmp.\nic  Oper.\tion  (Ossiculectomy). — The  intra- 
tympanic operation  or  ossiculectomy  is  simpler  in  technique,  avoids 
external  incision,  deformity  and  prolonged  and  painful  dressings. 
While  it  requires  much  skill  and  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
anatomical  surroundings,  it  is  mucli  less  formidable  than  the  radical 
mast<ii<l  operation.  It  is  necessarily  limited  in  scope  to  the  mem- 
hrana  tympani.  soft  tissues  of  the  tympanic  cavity  proper,  the 
ossicles  (malleus  and  incus  only"),  tympanic  ring  and  walls.  Never- 
theless, it  is  worthy  of  trial  in  cases  where  it  can  be  fairly  accurately 
demonstrated  that  the  necrosis  is  confined  to  these  locations.  An 
ossiculectomy,  skillfully  performed,  with  the  curettage  of  all 
necrosed  areas  within  reach,  will  in  a  somewhat  limited  percentage 
of  cases  effect  a  cure,  and  even  when  a  complete  cure  is  not  effected 
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the  removat  of  the  membrana  tynipani  and  os^sicles  opens  a  w)<je 
channel  for  the  flow  of  pus  frum  ilic  deeper  siruclurcs.  It  is  a  well- 
known  surgical  axiom  thai  large  openings  inio  pus  cavities  materi- 
ally aid  nalure's  efforts  at  rcjiair. 

The  author  has  repeatedly  .succeeded  in  terminating  a  suppura- 
tive process  in  the  middle  car  by  rcsoriiiig  to  this  method  of  treat- 
ment. It  is  somewhat  difficult  to  define  the  class  of  cases  in  which  it 
may  be  employed  with  a  reasonable  hope  of  success,  on  account  of  the 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  positively  determining  whether  the  necrotic 
prncc^s  is  confined  to  areas  within  reach;  and  yet  the  history,  the 
amount  and  character  of  the  discharge,  and  the  intelligent  use  of 
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FIj?.  180. —A  hypodermic 
aeedle,  lot mduced  aloD^f  Ihe 
up(M!r  ptJrliuQ  uf  Win  oxHnrax 
cacol  wall  for  the  purpijae  uf 
iojectin];  n  IuljiI  nDcsthetic. 


the  probe  become  valuable  adjuvants  in  deciding  whether  or  not 
ossiculectomy  Is  indicated.  All  patients  wtien  advised  to  submit  to 
this  operation  should  be  informed  that  It  may  fail  to  cure  and  that 
the  more  radical  operation  may  subsequently  become  necessary. 

3.  The  Operation. — Ossiculectomy  is  an  operation  by  which 
the  remaining  portion  of  the  drum  membrane  and  cssicles  ig 
remove<I.  together  with  the  curetment  of  granulations  and  such 
diseased  portions  of  the  tympanic  walls,  the  attic  with  its  outer 
wall,  and  the  annular  ring,  as  may  be  reached  throu^'h  the  external 
meatti'^.  Tins  operation  is  employed  as  a  means  of  curing  chronic 
purulent  otitis  media  by  the  removal  of  diseased  tissue  and  the 
promotion  of  drainage,  and  for  rt^ndering  the  tympanic  walls  more 
accessible  to  local  treatment.  It  is  an  intermediary  between  the 
non-operative  method  of  treatment  and  the  radical  mastoid  opera- 
jtion. 

Indications. — This  operation  Is  indicated:  1.  When  a  purulent 
inflammatory  process  in  the  middle  car  does  not  rc«ipnnd  to  local 
measures  of  treatment  in  cases  wherein  the  diseased  process  is 
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chiefly  canflned  to  the  drum  mcmbrnnc,  ossicles,  a:id  the  tympanic 
walls. 

2.  After  recurrence  of  polypoid  proliferations,  uiiUss  such 
recurrence  is  assiiciatcd  with  evidence^ii  of  extensive  necrosis  in  the 
aditus.  mastoid  antrum,  or  labyrinth,  clinical  evidences  of  which 
are:  continued  discharfje  wilh  foul  i,Klitr;  perforations  in  Shrapiieirs. 
membrane,  ur  along  tlic  upper  posicriur  walls  of  the  tympanic' 
membrane ;  pain  in  the  mastoid  regi<in ;  vertigo,  nausea  and 
vomiting. 

3.  As  a  preliminary  to  the  radical  operation,  either  on  patientvj 
who  never  have  given  evidences  of  complicating  lesions,  and  la' 
wtiDUi  it  is  hoped  that  improved  drainage  and  subsequent  persistent 
local  treatment  will  effect  a  cure  of  the  disease;  or  in  patients  who; 


J-y 


Fig.  Ifil.— A  strhcmulic  driivr- 
iag  represent injf  the  field  of  tlit; 
IninitynipaDic  opcrallun.  /f, 
Tile  circle  ri-prcwala  Ihc  visi- 
ble Tield.  /^ 'I'honiunii  window. 
C,  PcKitplateof  the  supes  ia  ttie 
ov&l  window,  if.  The  lncu«. 
E,  The  malleus.  /-',  The  KusU- 
chlan  urilice. 


«\v 


Fl;.  182.— Circle  .-t  rt-proscnts  tti« 
(lUtf^r  extremity  ■>(  the  aural  si>e>.'U- 
1am,  introduced  tntu  the  L'steniiU 
Auditory  cannt.  The  dim-d  circle 
N  reprc-teiilH  the  dminhead  which 
h  t»  tw  Inciiwtl.  The  small  ioncf 
circle  C  lodlcntes  th.)t  porilnD  of] 
the  drum  merDbranc  visible  to  Ihm 
cyv  uf  the  uperutur  at  uoe  time 


demand  a  preliminary  operation  rather  than  submit  to  the  more 
formidable  procedure  except  as  a  last  resort.  Proportionately,  ibe 
number  is  not  larjje. 

The  operation  is  performed  as  follows:  Douche  the  ear  (hor* 
ouphly  with  a  1:3000  solution  id  bithlnrid  of  mercury.  The  ancs-" 
thesia  may  be  either  general  or  local,  the  latter  being  quite  feasible 
except  in  young  children  and  adults  of  extremely  nervous  lempera- 
meni.  The  local  anesthetic  must  be  used  by  means  of  the  hypo-1 
dermic  needle.  A  few  niininis  of  a  solution  conipo>ied  of  cocaine, 
one-half  of  1  per  cent.,  and  adrenalin  1:5000  and  injected  into  the 
upper  external  canal  wall  at  a  point  rinse  to  the  drumliead  (Fig. 
180)  will  usually  pro<Uicc  the  required  anesthesia.  A  few  minims 
of  a  strong  solution  of  cocaine  (10  per  cent.),  when  instilled  through 
the  perforation  into  the  tympanic  cavity  twenty  minutes  before  the 
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injection  above  mentioned,  is  of  material  Iicnefit.  An  aural  speculum 
of  large  size  is  then  introduced  under  bright  illumination.  The 
visible  opera,ting  ticld  is  reprcsetitcd  by  tlie  oval  line  A  in  the 
accompanying  illusiratioti  (I'lg.  ISlj.  In  Icwking  at  Uic  operative 
field  through  the  ayral  speculum,  the  operatnr  ran  sec  rnly  one 
segment  of  the  field  :it  a  time  and  ii*  thi-rcfore  obliged  to  tilt  the 
speculum  at  various  angle.''  during  the  operation.  One  visible  field 
is  thus  shown  hv  the  tissues  included  in  the  dark  circle  in  the  illus- 
tration (Kig.  IXJ). 

The  first  step  in  the  operation  consists  of  severing  the  entire 
(inim   membrane  from  its  perijihcral  attachment   by   means  of  a 


^ 


FiR.  isa.-'i-hcpri- 

mary  inci'^uin  tn  sev- 
er the  Umaihead 
fruin  its  peripheral 
iUtActuiit:at& 


Fis.  l*t.  —  The  iL-aotoiuy 
toi(eintro(lii*;;?c!  into  ihotvra- 
panic  caviiy  at  a  p  jint  ahove 
the  leve!  und  behind  ttic 
short  pr(>ce:-i*  of  the  m:illeu!i, 
tiir  the  purp<j*i«;  i>f  severing 
tbet«DcluDof  the  leosurlyiu- 
piuii  muscle. 


FiR.  185.— The  p». 

sitidD  o(  the  ti'nut- 
omy  knife  nfler  the 
tendnn,  of  the  Ivnanr 
tympant  has  baea 
severed. 


cirailar  incision  (Fig.  ]S.1».  As  a  rule  ihc  tlclachcd  drumhead  will 
cling  to  the  malleus  handle  and  may  be  removed  with  that  bndy. 
The  incision  in  the  drum  is  succeeded  by  the  inirodueiion  of  a  small 
angular  tenotomy  knife  at  a  point  just  above  and  posterior  to  the 
level  of  (he  short  pruccss  of  the  malleus  (l*ig.  184).  The  blade  is 
then  carried  directly  downward  along  the  posterior  surface  of  the 
malleus  handle,  thus  se^'cring  the  attachment  of  the  tensor  tympani 
muM-'Ic  (h'ig.  185).  The  body  of  llic  malleus  is  then  firmly  grasped 
lietween  the  jaws  of  the  extracting  forceps  (I-"ig.  186  k  Traction  is 
then  made  upon  the  malleus  after  the  manner  followed  when  using 
the  traction  obstetric  forceps  in  child  delivery. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  sever  tt^  incudustapedial  joint  (or  the 
reason  that,  in  extracting  the  incus,  the  honk  is  introduced  posterior 
to  thnt  hiMly  and  rotated  forward  and  downward,  during  which 
mau'cuvrc  its  long  process  separates  from  the  head  of  the  stapes 
without  injury  to  tlw  latter  (Fig.  187>. 
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Afltf  removing  llic  ossicles,  all  necrosed  surfaces  witliin  read 
are  cureiicd  by  means  of  straiglii  and  curved  cuiets  and  bitinf; 
forceps  tl'ig.  188).  The  Kerrison  or  Harttnatin  chisel- forfc|is  are 
effective  in  removing  the  uiitvr  attic  wall  (  Fig.  189). 

It  is  tni|Hirtant  that  any  granulations  located  in  ihc  vicinity  of 
the  tympanic  orifice  of  ilie  Eustachian  tube  should  be  thoroughljri 
curetted.     I'urthcrmore  if  necrosis  is  discovered  underneatli  thesej 
granulalicns  the  diseased  area  of  bone  should  he  curetted.    Having 
compU'ti'il  the  required  operative  procedure,  the  niiddlc-ear  cavity 
should  be  ihoroufjhly  douclicd  with  warm  normal  saline  solution, j 
and  all  fraKment?*  of  bone  or  other  advenlitioys  tissue  washed  away.] 
The  surfaces  are  then  thoroughly  dried  and  a  narrow  strip  of  iodo-j 
form  gaurc  is  introduced  in  such  a  manner  that  the  epitvinpanic 
space  is  tilled,  and  also  that  the  packing  presses  firmly  into  the 


PiR.  186.— The  «tigular  cxiratting  for- 
ceps havo  tKvn  lutrtiduced  tnt'>  ttie  rvm- 
panic  cavity  nnd  are  ririiily  (jrasplng  ttm 
mallttu^,  prfpuriitnry  I'l  ll»  femuvnl.  Tho 
small  sketch  rcprcMruts  tli«  Ititeral  view 
of  the  traction  furccpa  In  position. 


Piff.  187.  —  The  illnstrMtiiio 
Khows  tlio  iKntitiottof  th«  tacns 
limik  wlii-n  Iniroiluccd  fur  the 
p!ir[ni*c  u(  rttiiliii^  Ih*  JDcus 
d'^wDwaC'l  iiut]  furward,  prrpnr- 
ntory  to  Its  rdmovnl. 


tympanic  orifice  of  the  Eustachian  tube.     The  remaining  portion' 
of  the  tympanic  cavity   is  then  loosely  packed  and   tlic  external 
canal  ti)j:hlly  packed  with  plain  gauze.     A  pad  is  then  placed  over 
ihe  entire  ear  and   the  ordinary   mastoid   bandage   applied    frig^j 
157).    This  dressing  should  l»e  alloweil  to  remain  trt  situ  for  forty-] 
eight  hours.     Dressings  applied  in  this  manner  insure  the  frcshl) 
denuded  areas  within  the  middle  ear  ay;ainst  any   new   infection!, 
Furthermore,  the  drainage  of  die  parts  is  rapidly  absorbed  directly 
into  the  drc^-tings,  and  nm  alli^'wed  to  accumulate  in  the  irregulari 
cavities  of  the  middle-ear  spaces.    It  is  advisable  to  repeat  this  form] 
of  dressings  at  the  daily  visits  during  the  first  week,  after  whi( 
time  the  treatment  should  be  follnwrd  in  a  niantirr  similar  to  that 
which   has  been   heretofore   advised   for   chronic  purulent   otitis 
media. 

It  is  a  favorable  indication  when  the  first  dressings  are  fnnndl 
to  be  free  from  pus  and  oflFcnsive  odor.    There  i*  usually  more  of] 
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less  discharge  for  from  one  to  three  weeks,  but,  if  the  discharge 
gradually  becomes  thinner  and  less  in  quantity,  a  favorable  out- 
come may  be  expected  from  the  operative  procedure. 

On  the  other  hand,  whenever  the  discharge  continues  to  be 
profuse  after  the  intratympanic  operative  procedure,  the  continued 
suppurative  process  becomes  an  indication  of  more  extensive  and 
far-reaching  disease  of  the  temporal  bone,  and  one  which  'may  be 
expected  to  yield  only  to  the  radical  mastoid  operation. 


o 


o 


f^ 


\ 


^ 


1 


Fig.  188, — A,  sharp  ring  curets,     B,  Angular  sharp  curets. 


The  intratympanic  operation  is  occasionally  followed  by  small 
regrowths  of  granulations,  which  develop  during  the  process  of 
healing.  These  should  be  immediately  destroyed,  preferably  by  the 
application  of  chromic  acid.  The  complete  removal  of  the  drum- 
head, outlined  in  the  foregoing  description  of  the  operation,  favors 
an  ingrowth  of  epithelium  from  the  external  canal,  which  may 
gradually  dermatize  the  surfaces  of  the  tympanic  cavity. 

From  this  time  on  the  middle  ear  performs  its  functions  with- 
out a  drumhead.  Individuals  thus  affected  are.  prone  to  attacks  of 
middle-ear  discharge  after  sea-bathing.  They  should  therefore  be 
warned  to  pack  the  external  auditory  canal  before  entering  the 
water. 

The  Results. — In  the  author's  experience  the  results  have  been 
favorable  in  a  considerable  proportion  of  all  cases  operated  upon. 
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In  carefully  selected  cases  of  localized  chronic  otorrhea  with  large 
perforations  of  the  drum  membrane  proper,  which  furnish  no 
history  of  recurrent  mastoiditis,  the  results  have  been  good,  com- 
plete recovery  being  the  rule.  By  recovery  is  meant  a  cessation  of 
otorrhea. 

The  removal  of  the  tissues  above  mentioned  improves  the 
drainage  from  the  tympanic  cavity,  attic  and  the  mastoid  antrum. 
Hence,  even  though  the  otorrhea  may  continue,  the  establishment 
of  drainage  tends  to  lessen  the  complicating  dangers  of  the  disease. 


Fig.  ISO. — Kerrison  (.liiscl  forceps  in  posilimi  for  rt-'iuoviiig  the  outer  wall 

oi   the  aditiis   (atlicl. 


In  addition,  tlie  operation  renders  the  intratympanjc  spaces  more 
easily  accessible  to  subsequent  treatment. 

The  operation  is  not  wholly  witliout  danger.  The  facial  nerve, 
denuded  of  its  bony  covering  in  the  region  of  tlie  labyrinthine 
(mesial)  wall  of  the  tympanum,  may  t)c  injured  during  the  opera- 
tion, with  resultant  facial  paralysis.  Dciiiscences  over  the  jugular 
bulb  sometimes  lead  to  injury  of  the  blood-vessels  at  these  points, 
with  serious  consequences.  Curelmcnt  of  polypoid  proliferations 
from  the  parietal  surface  of  the  dura,  in  cases  where  the  tegmen  has 
become  destroyed  bv  necrosis,  has  Wen  known  to  cause  serious 
meningeal  inv<ilvement. 

The  chonla  tympani  nerve,  which  runs  in  the  posterior  fold  of 
the  drum  membrane,  is  often  severed,  with  resultant  temporary 
derangement  of  taste  on  the  corresponding  side  of  the  tongue. 


CHAPTER  XXIT. 

DISHASKS  OK    THI'l  MIUULE  EAR, 
{Coniinued.) 


CHRONIC  PURULENT  OTITIS  MEDIA. 
The  Radical  Mastoid  Operation. 

Indications. — HrieHy  slatcil,  the  purpose  of  the  railiral  mastoid 
operation  is  to  convert  the  external  auditory  canal,  tympanic  cavity, 
aditus  ad  atiiruni,  masiuid  antrum  and  inastt.iid  cell^.  when  dis- 
ca$ed,  into  one  widc-ojien  cavity ;  to  excavate  all  j;ranuIations  and 
diseased  bone,  tn  destroy  all  membranous  and  muscular  tissue  lying 
within  these  limits,  including  the  membrana  tympani.  and  to  effect 
dermatizatiiin  throufjlioul  the  entire  area,  in  the  hope  that  hy  so 
doing  the  ramiHcaiJans  ui  the  disease  will  be  terminated  tince  and 
for  all. 

While  the  general  statement  that  the  radical  mastoid  operation 
is  performed  in  order  to  effect  a  cure  of  chronic  purulenl  otitis 
media  is  correct,  it  mtisi  be  undenstcKid  that  it  is  not  indicated  when 
the  disease  is  confined  to  the  tympanic  cavity  proper,  but  it  is  lo  be 
perforiin-d  only  when  the  typical  indications  which  we  are  about  to 
dctinc  are  present. 

The  operation  is  a  capital  one.  requiring  extensive  dissection  in  the 
most  romplitvited  l)onc  in  the  human  lioily. 

The  radical  mastoi*l  operation  is  indicated:  1.  When  a  permanent 
cessation  of  the  purulent  process  has  not  been  cfFectcil  by  prolonged 
local  intra  tympanic  trcalmcnt,  combined  if  necessary  with  such  minor 
o|)eralions  as  removal  of  granulations,  enlarging  perforations,  etc.  2. 
When  a  cure  bag  not  been  effected  by  the  remcffal  of  necrosicd  os.sicles 
and  the  curettage  of  the  middle  car.  3.  When  acute  symptoms  of 
mastoiditis  supervene  in  otitis  media  purulenta  chronica.  4.  When  a 
sudden  cessation  of  the  pus  discharge  is  followed  l)y  chills,  fever, 
vertigo,  patn  nr  other  unusual  symptoms.  5.  The  appearance  of 
facial  paralysis  during  the  course  of  chronic  purulent  otitis  media. 
6.  Attacks  of  vertigo,  nausea  and  vomiting,  indicating  that  the 
necrotic  process  involves  the  labyrinth.  7.  In  all  cases  of  com- 
plicating intracranial  or  lateral  sinus  involvement,  the  latter  being 
characterized  by  symptoms  of  general  sepsis,  increase  of  leucocytes 
and  of  polynuclear  percentage.  S.  When  there  are  positive  symp- 
toms of  cholesteatoma  in  the  mastoid  antrum.  0.  \Vhen  there  are 
fistulous  openings  in  the  cortex  of  ihe  mastoid  process  or  in  the 
osseous  canal  wall.  10.  Whenever  extreme  depression  or  other 
symptom*  of  disturbed  mentality  accompany  the  disease. 

Contraindications.  —  The  operation  is  cnntraindicated:  1. 
When  the  purulent  process  is  tuberculous  and  accnmpanieH  by 
advanced  general  tuberculosis.    2.  In  advanced  pernicious  anemia 
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or  allmmiiiuria,  and  in  cachectic  diabeles.  3.  It  is  usually  con- 
traindicated  in  vimii};  ctiildicri.  A.  In  all  cases  where  Ihe  disease 
is  confined  to  the  ossicles  and  tympanic  cavity.  5.  In  adults  who 
have  scanty  otorrhea  without  odor,  with  improper  opening  of  the 
drum  membrane,  behind  which  are  retained  masses  of  secretion. 
6.  In  all  cases  where  it  is  possible  to  effect  a  cure  by  any  of  the 
iithcr  methods  described. 

Technique  of  the  Radical  Mastoid  Operation. — It  was  in  1873 
that  von  Trultsch  made  the  ftr-st  attempt  tu  modify  the  Schwarl/.e 
mastoid  opcraiioii  by  removing  portions  of  the  postcrosuperior 
canal  wall.  Later  on  both  Schwartze  and  Korner  described  cases 
in  which  portions,  at  least,  of  the  posterior  canal  wall  were  removed. 
Kiistcr,  in  1899.  outlined  in  a  more  definite  manner  the  impor- 
tance of  the  operation,  and  the  various  steps  to  be  followed  in 
performing  it.  .\bont  the  same  time  von  Bergmann  flcfjned  the 
simultaneous  opening  of  the  mastoid,  and  the  removal  of  the 
postcrosuperior  osseous  canal  wall  of  the  external  auditory  canal, 
and  designated  the  procedure  the  "radical  mastoid  operation." 
Stackc.  in  1891,  published  a  description  of  the  operation  which  has 
since  borne  his  name,  by  which  the  superior  canal  wall  is  removed 
bv  cutting  from  the  tympanum  toward  the  mastoid  antrum, 
f'urthcrmorc.  lie  was  the  first  to  suggest  the  formation  of  a  suitable 
skin  flap,  fashioned  from  the  membranous  portion  of  the  external 
auditory  canal. 

Various  operators  have  from  time  to  time  suggested  minor 
modifications,  both  of  the  operation  upon  the  hone  and  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  meaial  skin  flap. 

The  patient  is  prepared  for  the  operation  after  the  manner 
describeil  for  the  simple  mastoid  oiMrration  (page  225),  with  the 
exception  that,  inasmuch  as  the  posterior  incision  is  usually  closed 
ai  ttie  primary  operation,  we  advise  the  shaving  of  the  least  pov 
aible  amount  of  the  oatient's  hair.  (For  a  description  of  local 
anesthesia  of  the  masroid  process  see  Oiapter  \'III.  page  91,  and 
Figs.  50.  a  and  180 1.  In  women,  and  especially  those  who  are 
obliged  to  earn  their  own  livelihood,  the  shaving  of  a  considerable 
section  of  the  scalp  becomes  a  serious  drawback.  Furthermore,  it 
is  possible  by  following  suggestions  given  in  Ihe  chapter  on  "Acute 
Mastoiditis"  (page  225 1  to  operate  successfully  with  but  little  sacri- 
6ce  of  hair. 

The  Incision. — The  curvilinear  incision  is  similar  to  that  (Fig. 
133)  employed  for  tlie  simple  mastoid  operation,  hut  in  the  radical 
operation  it  may  be  located  closer  to  the  attachment  of  the  auricle. 
This  is  permissible  because  it  rarely  becomes  necessary  to  remove 
extensive  portions  of  the  cortex  over  the  posterior  portions  of  the 
mastoid  process.  Moreover  it  is  advisable  becanse  the  resultant 
scar  thus  becomes  considerably  obscured  in  the  fold  which  marks 
the  line  of  attachment  of  the  concha  to  the  temporal  bone.  The 
anterior  and  posterior  flaps,  including  the  periosteum,  are  then 
rapidly  separated  from  the  bone  forward  and  backward  bv  means 
of  the  penoslcal  elevator  (Fig.  134),  until  the  cortex  is  completely 
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exposed  to  view  (.Fig.  140).  Tlie  anterior  ilap  should  be  reflected 
further  forward  than  in  the  »tniplc  mastuid  operation,  in  order  to 
expose  the  outer  posterior  margin  of  the  osseous  meatus  to  lull 
view. 

Before  proceeding  with  the  operation  upon  the  bone,  we 
separate  tlic  [Jostcriur  attachment  ui  ihe  1il»rocarii!aginous  portion 
of  the  external  auditory  canal  by  sliding  a  small  periosteal  elevator 
(Fig,  135)  into  the  poslauricular  wound,  aiul  inward  along  the 
posterior  osseous  canal  wait  nniil  complete  separation  of  the  soft 
tissues  is  effected.  This  procedure  usually  separates  the  drum 
membrane  from  its  normal  altachnient.  The  anterior  lip  of  the 
wound,  including  the  posterior  membranous  canal  wall,  is  then 
retracted  either  ny  the  employment  of  a  lanacn  rctractur  ( I'ig. 
190)  or.  following  the  methwl  employed  by  most  American  otolo- 
psts,  a  strip  of  gauze  is  introduced  into  the  posterior  wound 
and  drawn  outward  through  the  menihranons  canal  (Fig.  191). 
In  the  former  method  the  retractor  Is  held  by  an  assistant  during 
the  entire  procedure,  while,  in  the  latter  procedure,  a  loop  is  made 


Fig.  1*30,— Jaiisrii's  ribrocariilaginoiis  walb  retractor. 

of  the  gauze  strips,  which  is  grasped  by  artery  forceps,  the  latter 
being  held  in  the  hand  of  an  assistant.  At  the  same  time  the  entire 
wound  is  (irmly  retracted,  cither  with  Allport's  or  Jansen's  mastoid 
retractors  (Fig.  140).  Ordinary  hand  retractors  nay  be  employed 
for  this  purpose,  hut  are  less  efficacious. 

We  now  proceed  to  excavate  the  mastoid  antrum  and  cells 
after  the  manner  followed  in  the  simple  mastoid  operation  (Figs. 
142,  145.  146  and  149).  The  majority  of  foreign  operators  and  their 
followers  remove  the  posterior  osseous  canal  wall  simultaneously 
with  the  excavation  of  the  mastoid  antnun  and  cells,  while  most 
American  operators  enter  the  mastoid  antrum  as  a  preliminary 
procedure.  'I"he  preliminary  mastoid  nperaiion.  whereby  the 
mastoid  antrum  is  thoroughly  exposed  to  view,  reveals  those  ana- 
tomical landmarks  which  outline  the  external  semicircular  canal 
and  the  location  of  the  facial  nerve,  thereby  lessening  the  danger 
of  injury  to  these  bodies  while  the  posterosuperinr  osseous  canal 
wall  is  being  removed.  The  additional  time  required  in  operating 
by  this  method  is  clearly  in  the  interest  of  the  patient,  inasmuch 
aft  it  minimizes  the  danger  f^f  injury  to  the  facial  nerve  and 
labyrinth. 

The  cortex  is  then  removed  throughout  a  sufficient  area  to 
enable  the  operator  to  fully  determine  the  extent  of  the  disease  in 
the  hone.  The  mastoid  lip  cells  arc  exposed  and  every  vestige  of 
diseased  bone  is  then  removed  from  the  mastoid  process. 

The  removal  of  the  posterosuperior  wall  of  the  osseous  canal 
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consdlutes  the  next  slcp  in  the  o(icratioii  (Fig.  189).  This  is 
accompli shc<l  !)>*  means  of  inallet  and  chisel  or  by  the  Kerrison 
chisel  forceps.  The  author  often  removes  the  outer  portion  of  the 
wall  witli  a  small  i)air  uf  rongeur  furccps.  by  introducing  one  jaw 
of  the  forceps  into  the  niasuiid  w<iuiul.  and  the  other  into  the 
osscou*  external  canal.  The  Kerrison  chisel  forceps,  small  siic, 
are  then  employed  to  complete  its  renwval.     With  proper  cautii^n, 


FIr.  191, — A  completed  tTRipanomastDiH  rxcavalion.  BbowinR  ihe 
removal  of  the  ossklts  and  all  the  soft  tissues  from  the  tympanum, 
together  with  the  remains  oi  the  jnnulus  tympanicus,  the  corlcx  and  cclll 
of  the  mastuid.  Itic  poslerosuperior  osseous  canal  wall,  the  discard  lygo- 
niatic  eclls,  ciirctmcnt  o(  the  tympanic  orilice  and  the  Eustachian  tubf. 
and  the  entire  surface  made  smootn  and  free  from  rough  or  overhanging 
boiic. 

it  is  unnecessary  to  employ  the  Stacke  protector  (Fig.  192)  in  the 
radical  operation.  The  outer  wall  of  the  epitympanum  (attic)  is 
then  removed,  and  mainly  by  means  of  the  Kcrrison  forceps  (Fig. 
189>,  but  completed  with  small  chisels  and  curets.  The  exploring 
probe  should  be  introduced  into  the  attic  from  time  to  time  in 
order  to  gfuard  against  the  removal  of  unnecessary  portions  of  the 
ovcrhanjjing  s(|uamous  bone  and  possible  e.x{)osure  of  the  dura. 
Furthermore,    during    tlie    removal    of    the    outer    attic    wall    the 
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tralor  should  giian!  against  injury  lo  ils  inner  wall,  which  is  in 
)sc  relation  with  the  facial  nerve.  The  removal  of  the  postero* 
superior  osseous  canal  wall,  together  with  the  outer  wall  of  the 
epitympanum,  rcveaU  the  ui^siclcs  ur  buch  portions  of  these  little 
Iwncs  as  may  remain,  providinj;  they  have  not  already  succumbed 
to  the  necrotic  process.  They  are  usually  deeply  imbedded  and 
sometimes  entirely  obscured  by  granulations. 

One  assistant  should  he  assigned  to  the  duty  of  wiping  the 
Wood  from  the  nper?tivc  tiehl  and  tu  remove  the  chips  of  bone,  in 
order  that  the  imporlant  landmarks  may  not  become  obscured. 
At  this  stage  of  the  operation,  the  hone  cavity  havinp  now  become 
cxpvised  to  view,  Ihe  wound  should  he  ti|y;htlv  packed  wiili  gauze 
which  has  been  soaked  in  a  1  to  5000  solntfon  of  adrenalin,  the 
packing  to  remain  for  one  or  two  minutes.  Upon  removinjif  the 
g^auze.  the  entire  wound  is  free  from  blood,  and  hence  is  visible 
throughout. 


CB"Tyw»Wtl    •■  V 


Fig.  192.— The  Slaclce  protector. 

The  incus  and  malleus  should  then  be  carefully  removed,  but, 
unless  the  labyrinth  is  necrotic  at  some  point,  the  stapes  should 
remain  undisturbed.  Before  proceeding  further  wc  carefully 
examine  the  entire  area  with  the  exploring  probe,  in  order  to  deter- 
mine as  far  as  possible  the  extent  of  the  necrosis. 

Returning  to  the  mastoid  portion  of  the  wound,  this  region 
should  be  freed  from  all  overhanging  bone  and  rough  areas,  and 
furthermore  the  entire  surface  should  be  made  smooth  by  means 
of  a  sliarp  cnret  or  electric  burr. 

The  completion  of  the  operation  calls  for  (1 1  a  wide  npen  com- 
munication between  the  mastoid  region  and  the  tympanic  cavity 
proper.  This  is  chiefly  gained  by  lowering  the  posterior  canal  wall. 
With  a  small  and  very  sharp  chisel  the  bone  in  this  region  is 
gradually  chipped  away.  At  the  Roor  of  the  aditus  the  bone  should 
be  removed  as  near  as  possible  to  the  Fallopian  canal,  without 
exposure  of  the  facial  nerve  al  any  point;  meantime  sufficient  bone 
should  be  left  to  protect  the  oval  window  from  injury.  The 
removal  of  the  overhanging  portions  of  the  squamous  portion  will 
also  materially  enlarge  this  space.  The  Richards  cnret  (Fig.  193) 
is  well  adapted  for  this  purpose.^  Having  completed  this  impor- 
tant step  of  ihe  operation,  the  operator's  attention  is  again  given 
lo  the  tympanic  cavity,  from  which  every  remaining  vestige  of 
mucous  membrane,  granulation  tissue  and  necrosed  bone  should 
be  curetted.  A  most  important  procedure,  and  one  upon  which 
the  fmal  success  of  the  operation  often  depends,  is  the  removal 
of  diseased  areas  in  and  about  the  tympanic  orifice  of  the  Husta- 

1  Sec  V'ui.  19^. 
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cliian  tube.  By  removing  the  mucous  membrane  from  about  and 
witliin  the  tubal  oriftce,  it  is  hoped  to  replace  the  membrane  so 
rcmovcti  witli  granulations  which  eventually  will  close  off  the 
communication  of  the  Eustachian  tube  with  the  midde-car  spaces* 
antl  thus  prcvcnL  further  infection  from  the  nasupharynx.  It  is 
common  to  dismvcr  di^t-a^icd  hone  cells  ranged  about  the  tubal 
orifice,  and  sometimes  these  extend  a  short  distance  into  the  tube, 
especially  in  its  upper  wall.  All  such  di^^eascd  areas  of  bone  should 
be  thoroughU-  removed.  The  Eustachian  orifice  curet  deviled  by 
Neumann  (Fig.  194)  is  well  adapted  for  curetting  the  Eustachian 
orilice,  and  enables  the  operator  to  cut  away  a  considerable  purtion 


Fig.  193— The  Ricliards  euret. 

of  its  lining  membrane.  The  opposite  end  of  the  Neumann  curet 
has  a  file  construction  suitable  for  smoothing  the  denuded  bone 
within  the  tubal  orifice. 

The  a Iwve-d escribed  technique  is  penerally  practised  hy 
American  otolugi&ts  in  efTccting  the  removal  nf  ihe  diseased  areas 
in  and  about  the  Eustachian  orifice.  The  results  are  not  invariably 
favorable,  but  arc  in  the  main  satisfactory.  V\Hm  the  subject  of 
closure  of  the  Eustachian  tube,  Gerber*  rcmarka.  there  is  as  yet 
no  satisfactory  means  at  hand  which  gives  absolule  results,  lie 
believes  that  epidermis  transplantation  over  this  orihce  is  to  date 
the  Iwst  proccihire.  With  iliis  statement  the  iuithor  cannot  agree. 
unless  it  is  to  be  understood  that  the  transplantation  of  epidermis 


Fij.  IW —Eustachian  nifft.     fXeumann.) 

is  to  be  preceded  by  thoroitgh  curettage  of  the  tympanic  orifice  of 
the  tube,  and,  even  then,  skin  transplantation  is  of  doubtful  benefit. 
Heine's  suggestion,  namely,  to  leave  a  portion  of  the  mcmhrana 
tympani  i'«  situ,  and  place  this  by  means  of  tampons  over  the  orifice, 
seldom  succeeds.  Moreover  paraffin  injections  into  the  tubal  orifice 
have  not  met  with  success. 

The  next  step  in  the  opcratinn  consists  of  enlarging  the 
external  osseous  canal,  by  cutting  awav  a  portion  of  its  floor  and 
anterior  wall  with  the  Kichards  curet  ( Elg.  IVSt  or  tlie  electric  burr, 
bearing  in  mind  here,  as  well  as  in  each  step  nf  the  {>|>erat:un  upon 
the  bone,  the  precautionary  measures  hereafter  enumerated.  TTie 
operation  upon  the  bone  having  now  been  completed  (Fig.  I*)!!, 
the  denuded  area  is  thoroughly  washed  with  a  nnrmal  salt  or  boric 
acid  solution,  thus  removing  from  its  surface  all  blood-clots  and 
resiflnal  dvbris. 

1  Arch.  f.  Obrcnheilkundc,  Bd.  70i,  Heft  3  and  4. 
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The  Dangers  and  Accidents  Attending  the  Radical  Mastoid 

Operation. 

Precautions. — The  iniimaic  relation  existing  Iietwccn  the 
tympanic  cavity  proper,  the  epitympanum  (atiicj,  the  ma-stoid 
antrum,  the  mastoid  cells,  tlic  facial  nerve,  the  labyrinth,  llie 
ju|;ular  bulb,  the  internal  carotid  artery,  the  sigmoid  sinus  and  l!ie 
meninges,  even  when  tmrmally  located,  emphasizes  the  possible 
danger  uf  accident  attending  the  radical  mastoid  operation  through- 
out its  cniire  course. 

In  detail,  the  dangers  and  accidents  which  may  be  encountered 
during  or  subsequent  to  the  performance  nf  the  radical  mastoid 
operation  are  as  follows: — 

(a)  Injury  tn  the  trunk  of  the  facial  ner\'c. 

(b)  Exposure  and  injury  to  the  dura. 
((•)  Wounding  of  the  lateral  sinus. 

(rf)  Accidental  dislodgincnt  of  tlie  stapes  from  :ts  position  in 
the  pelvis  of  the  oval  window. 

(e)   Injury  to  the  labyrinth. 

(/)  Injury  to  the  jngular  bulb  through  dehiscences  in  the  floor 
of  the  osseous  external  meatus. 

(g)  Injurj-  to  the  external  carotid  artery  through  dehiscences 
in  the  floor  of  the  tympanic  extremity  of  the  r.ustachian  tube. 

(/i)    Injury  to  the  glenoid  fossa. 

(a)  Injury  to  the  Trunk  of  the  Facial  Nerve. — Injury  to  the 
facial  nerve  tjccurs  cither  from  the  careless  manipulation  of  the 
chisel,  curet  or  rongeur  forceps  during  the  excavation  of  the  lione 
while  performing  the  radical  mastoid  operation,  or  because  of 
dehiscences  or  defects  in  its  bony  covering  which  have  resulted 
from  necrosis. 

Tn  extensive  necrosis  of  tlie  temporal  hone  the  nerve  trunk  is 
prone  lo  become  exposed  at  some  point,  and  this  is  so  especially 
along  the  floor  or  the  inner  wall  of  the  aditiis  ad  antrum.  When 
thus  exposed,  unless  great  care  is  exercised,  the  nerve  trunk  may  be 
severely  injured  or  completely  severed  during  the  operation. 
Furthermore,  the  nerve  may  he  injured  at  any  point  tn  its  cour«c 
in  the  I'allopian  canal,  and,  when  the  excavation  of  the  cell** 
and  necrosed  bone  at  the  mastoid  tip  requires  the  exposure  of  the 
digastric  muscle,  there  is  considerable  danger  of  injuring  the  facial 
nerve  at  its  exit  from  the  Fallopian  canal.  The  latter  form  of 
injur)*  is  more  liable  to  occur  while  operating  upon  infants  and 
ynimg  children.  RfTusion  into  the  Fallopian  canal  and  undue 
pressure  upon  an  exposed  facial  nerve  by  instruments  or  packing 
arc  less  serious,  nevertheless  thev  are  usually  of  sufficient  severity 
to  induce  temporary  paralysis  nf  the  muscles  suptjied  by  this  nerve. 
Anomalies  in  the  cour<*  of  the  facial  ner\-e  (rig-  195)  in  rare 
instance);  are  accountable  for  operation  injuries. 

Facial  paralysis  either  temporary  or  permanent  is  the  deplor- 
able result  of  injury  to  the  facial  nerve.   The  paralysis  is  temporary 
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when  caused  by  an  injury  whiclt  doc^  not  sever  or  otherwise 
destroy  the  nerve  trunk,  when  rcfiulting  from  pressure  upon  an 
exposed  section  uf  tliu  nerve,  or  wlien  due  to  inHammatory  effusion 
into  the  Fallopian  canal. 

I'crmaucnt  facial  paralysis  occurs  in  cases  where  the  ncr\-e 
trunk  has  been  severed,  when  a  seginciil  lia^  heen  cut  away,  or  when 
dcstrovcd  at  some  point  by  the  puruhrnt  inflanimainry  proces-^.  [n 
tlie  lal'lcr  class  of  caseii  the  facial  paralysi5  i>  complete,  its  advent 
is  sudden  and  sometimes  apparent  before  the  patJenl  has  completely 
recovered  from  the  ane^ithclic. 


If 
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Fig.  195. — Anomalous  posilion  oi  th«  facial  nerve;   &««  kty  plUe. 
(Specimen  li>»ii«l  by  Dr.  /.  P.  liereiu.) 

In  case  the  injury  to  the  facial  nerve  is  slight,  the  resultant 
paralysis  is  rarely  complete,  it  develops  ^''^dually  and  often  it  clocs 
nol  apptar  until  .somt  days.  Mibsei)uenl  to  the  upu'ration. 

It  is  not  an  unconininn  nccurrence  for  facial  paralysis  of  otitic 
origin  to  appear  in  patients  upnn  whom  no  operation  has  been  per- 
formed, in  which  event  its  advent  is  considered  to  be  of  serious 
import,  especially  when  accompanied  by  labyrinthine  symptoms,  or 
when  due  to  the  encroachment  of  tumors.  The  extent  of  ihe 
paralysis  of  the  facial  muscles  is  ascertained  by  requesting  the 
[wticnl  to  smile  (Kig.  1*J<>).  to  close  the  eyes  (Fig.  197)  or  to 
whistle. 

Cases  have  been  recorded  where  facial  paralysis  has  disap- 
peared after  long  periods,  even  when  the  nerve  trunk  has  been  com- 
pletely severed,  and  in  a  few  instances  where  the  nerve  has  not 
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only  been  severed,  but  with  more  or  less  destruction  to  the  tissue 
(Bezold  and  Pierce).  Pierce  records  one  case  in  which  a  quarter- 
inch  section  of  nerve  trunk  was  destroyed,  causing  complete  facial 
paralysis,  which  (inally  was  restored  after  a  period  of  nine  months. 
The  prognosis,  therefore,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  restoration  of 
function,  depends  upon  the  nature,  severity  and  extent  of  the 
injury  which  the  nerve  trunk  has  received.  If  due  to  temporary 
pressure  upon  the  nerve  trunk,  to  traumatism  without  desirueliiin 
of  tissue,  or  to  tntlammatory  effusion  into  its  sheath,  a  cure  may  be 


/ 


Key  plate  to  Fig  195. — A.  Uriiitle  passed  ihrongh  forimcn  ovale  and 
semicircular  canal.  B.  Attic.  C,  Extrmal  auditory  canal.  D.  Posterior 
wall  of  canat  chisricd  away  to  expose  the  nerve.  This  represents  the  tuual 
bone  wound  of  the  pusterior  wall  resiilling  from  Ihc  usual  Schwartir- 
Staekc  operation,    E.  Facial  nerve.    /■,  Fin  stuck  into  the  sulcus  that  rep- 

[Its  the  normal  orilite  of  the  stylomastoid  foramen. 


expected.  Notwithstanding;  the  experiences  above  recorded  facial 
paralysis,  occurringf  as  a  result  of  complete  destruction  of  the  nerve 
trunk  at  any  puint.  is  almost  invariably  permanent. 

h"acial  paralysis  of  otitic  nrijjin  should  not  be  confused  with 
that  known  as  Hell's  |>aralysis,  which  is  not  due  to  pyogenic  invasion 
of  the  middle-car  spaces. 

For  a  description  (if  the  treatment  of  facial  paralysis,  the  reader 
is  referred  to  page  309. 

(h)  Exposure  and  Injury  to  the  Dura,  (r)  Exposure  and 
Injury  to  the  lateral  Sinus. — flxposure  of  the  cerebral  dura  cover- 
ing the  tcmporosphcnoidal  lobe,  or  the  cerebellar  dura  over  the 
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sigmoid  sinus  or  ehcwitcre.  may  occur  during  a  mastoid  operation, 
eitlicr  by  accident  or  of  necessity. 

It  occurs  by  accident  when  it  results  because  of  an  anomaloujt 
position  of  tlie  tiissues  invulved.  or  as  a  result  of  cliiscting  or  curet- 
ting bcyon<l  the  rec;ignized  limits  oi  ibe  tipcrativc  held.  It  results 
from  necessity  wlicn  the  necrotic  process  in  the  bone  has  already 
destroyed  the  inner  (vi:icerah  cranial  tabic  at  some  point. 

Merc  exposure  of  the  surfaces  of  these  organs  i*  rarely  if  ever 
attended  by  serious  symptoms  or  results,  but  the  wounding  of 
these  tissues  by  infected  instruments  may  result  in  serious  intra- 
cranial infection. 


Fig.   ]«">-— roraplcti!    (ai-ial  paralysia.     The  patient   was  siiflcrinjr   from 
Itcll's  pnnlysis,  and  in  the  phoLngniph  m;!*  allcnipting  to  KtntK. 


Accidental  puncture  of  the  wall  of  the  lateral  sinus  requtri 
special  mcnticn  because  of  the  violent  hemorrhage  which  follows. 
Unless  controlled  iinniedtaiely  the  loss  of  bbKxi  pmduccs  serious 
shock  to  the  patient.  The  hemorrhage  is  easily  controlled  by  the 
inircKluction  of  small  gau:ec  plugs  between  the  overlying  bone  and 
the  proxiiiul  |>ortion  of  the  wouniied  sinus  ( I"ig.  254).  This  acd* 
dent  should  by  no  means  deter  the  operator  from  completing  the 
operation. 

The  hemorrhage  docs  not  usually  recur  at  the  time  of  the  first 
drrs:^ing  of  the  wound,  but  plugs  of  gauze  should  be  at  hand  to  be 
introduced  in  case  (t  does. 

(rf)  Accidental  Distodgment  of  the  Stapes. — The  precautions 
heretofore  recommended  for  avoiding  injury  to  the  facial  ncr\'e. 
while  chiseling  the  posterior  portion  of  the  osseous  external  canal, 
hold  good  in  preventing  injury  to  the  oval  window  and  stapes. 
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Furthermore,  during  tlic  curctnicnt  of  the  soft  tissues  of  the  tym- 
panic ca\ity,  llic  operator  should  avr.id  tlic  uval  window.  It  is 
fcasil>le  to  remove  cuarse.  Ilabby,  ovcrhanj^ing  };ranulatio]i*.  alaiut 
le  oval  window,  but  it  sluiuld  he  accoiiiplishal  without  molesting 
le  stapes.  Dislodgment  of  tlie  stapes  opens  the  labyrinth  to  infec- 
tion and  infective  labyrinthitis  may  result.  Moreover  serious 
impairment  in  the  hearing  function  becnmcs  inevitable. 

{f)  Injury  to  the  Labyrinth. — Injury  lo  the  labyrinth  at  any 
point  opens  up  its  interior  lo  infection,  with  ail  tlie  train  of  deplor- 
able results  which  fdllovv  labyrinthine  suppuration  (Chapter 
XXlIi).  This  accident  should  never  occur  to  the  experienced 
operator. 


Fig.  197. — Same  patient    Taken  while  altcinptiiig  to  clo»c  the  eyes. 

(/)  Injury  to  the  Jugular  Bulb. — On  account  of  its  location 
underneath  the  floor  of  ilie  osseous  external  meatus  (Kig.  2)  the 
jugular  bulb  is  liable  to  injury  when  dehiscences  in  the  bone  at  this 
point  arc  present,  li^uch  dehiscences  arc  not  conimon.  but  occa- 
sionally are  disrovered  durinji  the  operation.  Wounding  of  the 
bulb  is  followed  by  a  severe  hemorrhage,  which  is  easily  con- 
trolled by  tight  packing.  F.vcnlual  recovery  may  be  expected 
unless  septic  thrombi  intervene,  in  which  event  the  case  should  be 
treated  in  the  maimer  described  for  lateral  sinus- thrombosis 
(Chapter  XXIV>. 

iff)  Injury  to  the  Carotid  Artery  Through  Dehiscences  in  the 
Floor  and  Anterior  Wall  of  the  Tympanic  Extremity  of  the  Eusta- 
chian Tube. — Hemorrhage  at  this  point  usually  occurs  as  a  result 
of  the  wounding  of  the  plexus  of  veins  which  surround  the  carotid 
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ariery,  and  hence  is  easily  controllable.  A  slight  injury  lo  the 
outer  layer  of  the  wall  of  the  artery  is  not  followed  by  severe 
hemorrhage,  and  simple  packing  with  sterile  (fauzc  is  sufficient  to 
control  the  bleeding  and  protect  the  injured  tissue  from  infection. 
Alarming  hemorrhage  follows  when  the  wall  of  the  ariery  is  punc- 
tured, and  the  internal  carotid  should  be  ligated  without  delay. 

(/()  Injury  to  the  Glenoid  Fossa. — Injury  to  the  glenoid  fossa 
from  careless  chiseling'  occasionally  occurs.  Unless  the  capsular 
ligament  is  lorn,  no  serious  results  are  likely  to  follow. 

The  avoidance  of  the  above-described  accidents  and  dangers  is 
of  the  utmost  im]>ortance,  on  account  of  the  compIicati<ms  which 
are  thereby  prevented.  There  are  certain  essential  preliminaries 
which  should  be  mastered  by  all  otologists,  before  attempting  a 
surgical  procedure  which  is  attended  by  the  poB.sibilities  of  so  many 
serious  accidents  and  deplorable  complications  as  surround  the 
radical  mastoid  operation.  He  should  not  attempt  the^e  surgical 
procedures  withont  first  acquiring  an  in(ini.^ie  knowUdgc  of  the 
anatomy  of  the  temporal  bone  and  the  adjacent  structures.  He 
should  not  only  possess  a  knowledge  of  the  operation  per  se,  but 
of  all  the  complications  which  are  liable  to  occur  in  connection 
therewith.  His  operations  upon  the  living  should  he  preceded  by 
the  acquirement  of  technical  knowledge  and  .skill  gained  from 
making  numerous  sections  of  the  temporal  bone,  and  by  the  per- 
formance of  many  operations  upon  the  cadaver  under  competent 
instruction.  Moreover  he  should  further  improve  his  technical 
knowledge,  by  witnessing  the  operations  of  experienced  aural 
surgeon.s. 

Among  the  minor  though  essential  precautionary  measures, 
the  following  may  be  enwmeratcd  as  requirements: — 

1.  A  sufficiently  long  primary  incision  to  permit  the  necessary 
exposure  of  the  cortex. 

2.  Ttright  illumination  of  the  wound  cavity,  thus  enabling  the 
operator  to  keep  in  view  not  only  the  landmarks,  but  also  to  dis- 
cover dehiscences  of  bone,  anomalies  of  anatomy  and  the  ravages 
off  Ihe  necrotic  process. 

3.  The  control  of  hemorrhage,  and  ihc  speedy  removal  of  all 
chips  of  l>one  from  the  wound  cavity. 

The  latter  should  be  delegated  to  a  trained  assistant. 

Many  of  the  aliove-e numerated  accidents  may  be  avened  by 
the  frequent  employment  of  the  exploratory  probe  throughout  the 
entire  operation, 


Plastic  Surgery  of  the  Fibrocartilaginous  External 
Auditory  Meatus. 

Having  completed  the  required  tympanomastoid  exca\'ation, 
the  6brocartilaginous  meatus  now  claims  attention,  for  from  ii 
skin  flaps  are  to  be  constructed  by  means  of  plastic  surgery,  to  be 
anchored  upon  the  denuded  surface  of  bone  in  a  manner  that  will 
best  promote  rapid  dermatization  of  the  whole  cavity. 
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The  purposes  of  the  mcatal  skin  flaps  are  threefold:  1.  To 
circunivenl  subsequent  atresia  of  the  txternal  auditory  canal.  The 
incisionfi  required  in  the  formation  uf  the  skin  tlaps,  herein- 
after described,  serve  at  the  same  time  to  widen  the  fibrocartilagin- 
ous meatus  sufficiently  to  prevent  atrci^ia  of  the  external  auihtory 
canal,  which  mighi  otherwise  occur  as  a  result  of  Ihe  loiiscning  of 
the  fibrocartilayinuus  attachment  from  Ihc  pijstcrosuperivtr  osseous 
canal  wait  during  the  operaiirm  upon  the  hone.  2.  To  amplify  the 
external  meatus  to  correspond  with  the  increased  size  of  the  bone 
cavity  within.  The  plastic  operation  allows  a  liberal  opening  for 
the  introduction  of  dressings  and  for  inspection  of  the  cavity,  and 
permits  the  proper  aeration  of  the  enlarged  bone  cavity  with  its 
Urge  area  of  dermal  Hninjj,  hut  the  outer  orifice  should  he  sym- 
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Fig.  198.— Th«  Stackc  mcaial  flap. 

metrical  in- contour  and  free  from  serious  deformity  of  the  auricle. 
3.  The  flaps  are  constructed  and  anchored  upon  the  denuded  hone 
surfaces  in  a  manner  thai  will  most  advantageously  permit  the 
desired  rapid  dermatization  of  the  entire  cavity. 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  he  seen  that  the  construction  and 
adaptation  of  a  suitable  skin  flap  from  the  fibrocartilaginous  meatus 
is  an  essential  procedure  in  all  radical  mastoid  operations.  The 
portion  which  is  available  for  the  purpose  of  covering  the  denuded 
bone  cavity  is  necessarily  limited  to  the  posterior  half,  and  even 
portions  of  this  area  are  often  absent  because  of  sloughing  which 
has  resulted  from  prolonged  suppuration  and  invasion  of  the 
underlying  bone.  Since  Stackc  first  suggested  the  advisability  and 
importance  of  dividing  the  fihrncartilaginous  meatus  into  flaps 
as  a  step  in  the  radical  mastoid  operation,  numerous  ingenious 
modifications  have  been  made  from  time  to  time,  a  number  of 
which  procedures  bear  the  names  of  the  distinguished  aurists  who 
designed  them. 

The  aural  surgeon  should  he  familiar  with  all  plastic  pro- 
cedures, inasmuch  as  in  individual  cases  one  form  of  mcatal  flap 
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may  excel  another.  The  more  importanl  plastic  flap  operations 
arc  tlL'scriUed  a*-  follows : — 

(a)  The  Stackc  Flap. — Stacke  was  the  first  to  suggest  the 
construction  of  a  plasilc  Hap  from  the  tJbrocartilaginous  canal.  His 
flap,  slightly  inoUilied  by  Jansen,  is  shown  in  Fig.  198.  The 
concha  is  grasped  hy  the  left  hand  of  the  operator  and  turned 
forward  sufficiently  to  fully  expose  the  anterior  portion  of  the  post- 
aiiriciilar  wound  cavity.  The  narrow  scalpel  is  then  made  to 
trunstix  the  concha  in  exactly  the  opposite  direction  to  that  shown 
in  the  cut  (Fig.  201),  and  the  primary  incisiicm  is  then  conipletetl  in 
the  manner  shovvn  by  the  line  a,  b  (Fig.  1981.  care  meanwhile  lieing 
exercised  not  to  injure  the  anterior  canal  wall  with  the  knifepoint 

The  second  incision,  r.  d,  cuniniences  at  a  point  near  the  upper 
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I'tg.  199. — The  i'aiui;  iiivatal  Hip. 

extremity  of  the  first,  and  by  being  extended  at  right  angles  to 
the  former  it  transfixes  the  fibrocartilaginous  canal  throughout  its 
longitudinal  axis.  These  incisions  result  in  the  formation  of  a 
narrow  upper  and  a  wider  lower  llap  which  when  thinned  out  hy 
removing  the  cartilage  and  ^superfluous  soft  tissues  arc  turned 
respectively  upward  and  downward  and  either  sntured  or  tamponed 
into  pnsiti<iit. 

[b)  The  Panze  Flap. — Panze  modified  the  Stacke  procedure 
above  described  by  changing  the  situation  of  tlic  second  incision. 
In  the  Tanze  procedure  the  second  incision  commences  at  the 
middle  point  of  the  primary  incision  and  is  carried  directly  back- 
wanl,  transfixing  the  {wslerior  wall  of  tl>c  fibrnrarlilaginous  canal 
in  its  median  line  fFig.  109).  The  latter  inci-iion  is  made  either 
with  scalpel  or  slender  scissors,  preferably  the  latter.  When 
employing  scissors  for  this  purpose  the  blades  are  intr(>duccd  after 
the  manner  shown  in  Ihc  illusiralion  (Fig.  IW).  The  Iine«  of 
incision  in  the  Pan/e  flap  form  a  T.  ami  they  result  in  the  con- 
struction of  two  quadrangular  flaps  of  varying  dimensions.    When 
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the  fibrocanilaj^inous  canal  is  larj^c  and  the  primary  incision  is 
carried  well  aulvvard  intu  ttie  flaring  portion  of  tht  mcatal  orifice, 
the  riaps  thus  conMnictcd  arc  comparatively  large.  After  being 
(reed  of  all  cartilage  and  superHiiuus  soft  tissues  the  flaps  are 
turned,  one  upward  and  the  other  downward  and  adjusted  to  the 
denuded  walls  of  the  bone  cavity.  The  entire  cavity  is  then  firmly 
reinforced  with  g^auze  which  is  introduced  ihrouj;h  the  enlarged 
meatal  oritice,  with  the  result  that  the  wounded  area  within  is 
protected  and  at  the  same  time  the  flaps  arc  held  In  place.  Many 
operators  prefer  to  suture  tlie  Haps  (Fig.  20i). 

The  merits  of  the  Panze  flap  are  summed  up  as  fnllnws:  It  is 
not  diflficuh  to  con.struct;  it  insures  a  wide-open  external  mcatal 
orifice,  and  it  is  especially  adapted  to  children. 
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FiK  20O. — Thr  dottnl  line  indiratcs  ihc  locAtinn  ai  tlic-  primary  incision 
to  be  folluwed  in  cmutructiiis  tli«  Siackc,  tlie  Tanze  and  othrr  modifi- 
catinnii  of  llie  Si.ncke  skiii-lLip, 

A   further   modification   of  the   Stactce  flap,  one   which    for 

;vcral  years  has  hccn  employed  hy  the  authnr  in  suitahlc  cases, 
was  recently  described  hy  \\'hiting2  as  an  ■'abundant  mcatal  flap." 
Jansen  also  has  recommended  a  similar  procedure.  In  its  construc- 
tion a  primary  seniicircular  incision  is  made  to  transfix  the  auricle 
along  the  mealoconchal  junction  iVlg.  200).  carrying  the  incision 
a  sufficient  distance  into  the  concha  to  materially  amplify  the 
meaial  orttice,  and  at  the  same  time  to  afford  a  large  area  nf  skin 
for  transplantation.  Upon  the  reverse  side  tlie  primary  incision 
is  made  to  sever  ilie  posterior  attachment  of  Ihe  fibrocartilaginous 
canal  from  its  conclial  attachiiienl  M-'ifr,  201).  I'pnn  completion 
of  the  primar%"  incision  the  scalpel  is  withdrawn  and  reintroduced 
from  the  postauricular  side  of  the  wound.  Tlie  final  incision  is 
then  extended  in  a  backward  direction,  at  right  angles  to  the 

» The  Laryngoscupe,  August.  1909. 
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primary,  tlirougboat  the  entire  lengih  of  the  canal,  as  near  its  floor 
as  possible  (I'~if;.  202>,  The  tlap  tlius  funned  is  ublong  aiiU  of 
considerable  dimensions.  Its  posterior  surface  should  now  be 
denuded  of  redundant  cartilage  and  soft  tissues,  after  which  it  may 
be  grasped  by  suitable  forceps  and  swung  upward  and  backward 
and  thus  made  to  cover  a  considerable  area  of  the  posterosuperior 
portion  of  the  osseous  wound  cavity.  * 

The  flap  may  he  anchored  cither  by  means  of  a  stitch  uniting 
ils  e^ige  to  that  of  the  fascia  or  pcrio'«teum  above  (IHg.  20.1)  and 
further  held  in  contact  with  the  surface  of  denuded  bone  by  tampon- 
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Pl^.  2l>l.— A  |K»strrior  ri«w  of  the  primary'  mct»ion.     (DiagramnMtic.) 

ing  with  gauze  packing  introduced  through  the  enlarged  mcatal 
orifice. 

The  Korner  Flap. — The  Korner  flap  differs  materially  in  form 
from  all  oIIkts,  inasmuch  as  by  means  of  two  parallel  incisions  the 
posterior  half  cf  the  Abrocartilaginous  meatus  is  separated  from 
the  anterior,  the  incisions  being  extended  from  the  tympanic  end 
outward  l<^  and  slightly  beyond  the  mcatal  border  of  the  concha. 
The  incisions,  according  to  Korner,  sliould  be  from  10  to  12  mm. 
apart.  The  completed  incisions  release  a  somewhat  oblong  or 
tongue-shaped  Hap  from  the  fibrocartilaginous  canal  with  its  base 
of  attachment  at  tlic  concha  (Fig.  204). 

The  incisions  arc  followed  by  free  hemorrhage  from  small 
vessels,  often  requiring  ligatures  or  torsion. 

Before  placing  the  flap  in  position  it  should  he  drawn  forward 
through  the  aperture  in  the  canal,  and  thence  <^uiward  into  the 
external  mcatal  orifice,   where,  under   ample  iltuminationr  it    Is 
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divested  of  superfluous  soft  tissue  and  cartilage.  The  flap  which  is 
now  composed  of  inicgumcnt  only  is  returned  to  the  posterior 
wound  space  to  be  anchored  in  its  proper  place  upon  the  denuded 
bone. 

In  the  author's  judgment  the  Korner  flap  never  should  be 
sutured  because  it  can  more  advantageously  be  spread  upon  the 
denuded  bone  when  no  sutures  are  employed. 
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fig.  2r&. — The  final  tiicttion  in  ihr  mudiritrd  Sucke  -ncatal  flap. 
(  Diagrunnutlc. ) 

After  the  postauricular  wound  has  been  closed  the  operator,  by 
introducing  an  aural  speculum  of  large  size,  under  bright  illumina- 
tion, is  enabled  to  gra^p  the  tlap  with  a  slender  pair  of  thumb 
forceps  and  locale  il  in  ihc  hone  cavity  to  the  best  advantage. 
Furthermore,  before  withdrawing  the  speculum  the  initial  gauze 
packing  should  properly  be  adjusted. 

Viewed  from  the  plastic  standpoint,  the  advantage  of  the  Korner 
flap  lies  in  the  fact  that  it  occupies  a  rather  central  position  upon 
the  denuded  bone,  where  from  its  borders  spring  epithelium  which 
extends  in  all  directions  to  meet  the  outgrowth  from  the  more 
remote  integument. 
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The  Siebenmann  Flap.— In  the  Biebenmann  modi5cation  the 
primary  incision  is  made  lu  cxienti  Uirougli  ihc  miilillc  i>osierior  portion 
of  the  librocartitaginous  canal  from  its  lyTnpanic  end  following  the 
line  of  the  second  inci&ion  in  the  l^an^c  jiroccdurc,  except  that 
before  invading  the  conchal  txlremity  (if  Ihr  ranal  it  is  met  by  two 
short  converging  incisions  which  extend  well  outward  beyond  the 
conchomcatal  juncture.  As  completed,  the  incisions  result  in  a 
Y-shaped  aperture,  which  furnishes  three  meatal  flaps,  two  of 
which  are  oblong  and  made  up  of  the  iM>slerior  canal  wall,  the  third 
bfin^j  a  short  triaiigwlar  flap  constructed  largely  from  the  tissue  of 
the  concha. 
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Fig.  203. — The  aicatal  skin-flap  stitchrd  tu  tlic  temporal  fascia  abuvc. 
(Diagrammatic.) 

Neumann  has  <^uggcsted  a  modification  in  the  construction  of  the 
Siebenmann  flap  which  is  a  distinct  improvement.  The  tuo<liti cation 
consists  in  shortening  the  primary  incision  in  the  posterior  canal 
wall,  and  is  made  up  as  ft>]li>ws:  The  auricle  is  gasped  in  the 
operator's  left  hand  ami  lifted  directly  outward  in  onler  that  the 
slender  scalpel  may  be  introduced  through  the  outer  meatal  orifice 
to  the  full  depth  of  the  lihrocariilaginous  canal.  The  incision  is 
then  carriftl  from  the  tympanic  extremity  of  the  hbrocartilaginous 
canal  for\vard  through  the  centre  line  of  the  posterior  wall  through- 
out about  two-thirds  of  its  length  (Fig.  205).  The  knife  is  then 
withdrawn  and  the  operator's  inde.x  finger  is  introduced  into  the 
outer  meatal  orifice.  Retaining  the  fmger  in  its  position  and  by 
means  of  scissors  two  final  incisions  arc  made  to  diverge  in 
the  direction  indicated  by  the  dolled  lines  (Fig.  205),  one  m  an 
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upward  direction  through  tlie  conchal  orifice  at  the  oppcr  border 
of  the  meatus,  and  a  similar  one  to  the  lower.  Liolli  should  be 
cxteiuied  a  sufticicnt  disuiicc  into  the  conclia  to  pennii  Uic  operator's 
finyer  to  pass  ireely  througii  the  outer  nieatal  opening  (Fig.  20t>).  The 
three  flaps  sliould  now  be  tlivcstcci  of  redundant  soft  tissue  and  cirtilaRe 
and  the  V-shaped  conclial  Hap  ancliored  lo  the  Hcshy  ])ortion  oi  the 
anterior  lip  of  the  mastoid  wound  (  Fig.  207 )  and  the  itpncr  and  lower 
flaps  adjusted  to  the  denuded  bony  area  in  the  wound.  Thc^e  may  be 
retained  in  position  by  suitalily  adjusted  sutures  or  (,'auze  packing.  The 
iinprtjvcd  tlap  thus  described  offers  a  consideralile  di«triI>ution  of 
inlegimientai  covering  for  the  osseous  wound  cavity,  and  at  the  same 
time  the  cosmetic  results  are  highly  satisfactory  and  free  from  serious 
deformity. 


Fig.  2W. — The  Komcr  mcatal  skin-l1ki>.     I  diagrammatic.) 


The  Ballance  Flap. — The  tcchni<]uc  to  he  followed  in  con- 
structing the  flap  designed  by  Ballance  differs  snmcvvhat  from  the 
form*  heretofore  described.  The  line  of  incision  to  be  foHowcd  is 
depicted  in  Fig.  208,  and  is  often  referred  to  as  tlie  shepherd's  crook 
incision.  Ttallance  lays  stress  upon  the  importance  of  removing  all 
redundant  muscular  and  fibroii«  tissue  from  the  posterior  surface  of 
llic  fibrocartilaginous  canal  and  from  the  adjoining  portions  of  the 
concha  lying  in  the  immediate  vicinity  as  a  preliminary  measure. 
afiiT  which  the  incision  is  made  in  the  form  shown  in  the  illus- 
tration. 

With  slender-bladed  scissors  or  scalpel  the  incision  is  carried 
through  tlie  median  purlion  uf  the  posterior  cinal  wall  to  within  a  short 
distance  of  the  attactmient  to  the  concha.  From  this  point  a  semi- 
circular incision  is  made  downward,  outward  and  upward  into  the  ti=sue 
of  the  concha.  The  circular  portion  together  with  the  upper  half  of 
the  entire  canal  wall  is  then  drawn  in  an  upward  direction  au<l  anchored 
to  the  nut&cular  or  fibrous  tissues  of  the  external  wound  by  means  of 
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stitches.  The  construction  of  the  Ballance  Hap  is  attended  with  con- 
siderable difticulty.  mucit  of  which  may  be  obviated  by  making  the  lat- 
ter or  curved  portion  ot  tlie  incision  with  the  knife  iniroduccd  from  the 
anterior  surface  of  ihc  auricle. 

Precautionary  Measures. — It  should  be  the  invariable  rule  in 
all  radical  masioiri  opcratiom  which  arx'  iincnrnphcatcd  lo  ainsimcr  ilie 
plastic  skin-Rap  from  the  fibrocartilapnous  canal  wall  and  to  close 
the  posterior  wound,  as  the  final  step.  In  case  any  considerable 
portion  of  the  dural  covering  of  the  hrain  or  the  lateral  sinus 
becomes  exposed  during  the  operation  upon  the  bone,  the  closure 
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Fig.  305. — The  |>rimiiry  incision  in  l)ir  construct  ion  n\  the  Neumann 
nifirhliciilion  of  the  Siehcnmann  nicalsl  fU(>. 

of  the  postauricular  wound  and  the  ronstruction  of  the  plastic  dap 
should  be  delayed  until  all  danger  of  complications  has  passed,  a 
period  ranging  from  eight  to  fifteen  days. 

All  incisions  into  the  cartilage  of  the  auricle  in  connection  with 
the  construction  of  the  skin-flaps  shmild  lie  clean  cut  and  under  strid 
asepsis,  in  order  lo  avoid  sub.sequcnt  perichondritis.  A  few  case*  of 
perichondritis  from  this  source  have  been  reported  wherein  extensive 
and  prolongcil  infill r.-itinn  and  sii|)iuiration  ensued,  and  all  temuoated 
in  extensive  and  deplorable  external  deformity. 


Thiersch's  Skin  Grafts. 

The  extensive  exeai'ationofbonerequired  by  the  radical  mastoid 
operation  leave^  a  considerable  area  of  denuded  Ijone  surface.  .\  por- 
tion of  thi&  :jurface  wc  cover  with  the  plastic  flaps  constructed  from 
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tlie  fibrocartilaginous  canal  wall,  in  the  manner  hereioFore  described. 
The  dermatization  of  the  rtniaiiider  of  Uie  wound  may  be  accomplished 
either  b>  the  gradual  outgrowth  of  epithehum  from  the  Iwrdcrs  of  tlie 
pla-sttc  riaps  or  by  ihc  transplantation  of  'niifr«ch's  skin  grafts. 

Authorities  are  divided  in  opinion  as  to  the  results  to  be  obtained 
from  the  transplantation  of  Thiersch's  grafts  into  the  radical  mastoid 
wouml  cavity.  The  author  liclicvci  tliat  the  average  restiUs  obtained 
from  cai^efuily  constructed  plastic  meatal  flaps,  when  anchored  in  the 
most  favorable  location  within  the  wound  cavity,  are  fully  equal  to 
those  ohlainc<l  by  the  cmploynieiit  of  .skin  graft*).  It  is  true  that 
occasionally  brilhani  results  follow  the  successful  transplantation  of 
Thiersch's  grafts,  bul,  unfortimatcly,  the  prcqwrtion  of  such  successes 
is  inconsiderable. 


Fig.  20f) — Completing  the  incision  for  the  Neumann  modification  of 
the  Sicttcnniann  meatal  flap  with  scissors.  The  position  of  the  operator's 
Anger  in  the  external  meatus  is  indicated  by  the  dotted  line. 


Technique. — A  section  of  the  patient's  arm  or  Ihigh,  preferably 
the  latter,  should  be  surgically  preyxared  for  the  removal  of  ci>idermis 
by  being  scrubbed  and  protected  by  a  sterile  biclilorld  of  mercury 
dressing. 

A  large  razor,  one  surface  of  which  is  flat  fFig.  309>.  is  most 
adaptable  for  the  purpo.se  of  removing  the  epidermal  graft.  The  razor 
should  be  dipped  in  warm  normal  valine  .solution  and  the  surface  of 
.skin  made  flat  and  tense  by  the  surgeon's  hand  drawing  in  one 
direction,  and  the  hand  of  an  assistant  making  similar  traction  in 
the  opposite.  Placing  the  edge  of  the  razor  upon  the  skin  it  ts  made 
to  penetrate  the  epidermal  laver.  The  blade  is  then  laid  flat  upon 
the  surface  of  the  patient's  skin  and  made,  bv  a  series  of  lateral 
sawing  motions,  to  sever  a  section  of  epidermis  of  sufficient  size  to 
line  the  denuded  bone  cavity.    By  dropping  warm  saline  solution 
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upon  the  razor  while  cutting  the  t-pidcrraal  graft,  the  latter  ts  kept 
lloating  and  hence  the  cd^cs  do  noi  curl. 

'Die  Uallance  !*ct  uf  iiiiiiruniciits,  having  been  sterilized,  are  then 
employeil  for  the  jmqKise  of  transplanting  the  grail.  Ily  teasing  the 
graft  from  the  razor  to  the  surface  of  the  spaiiila  (the  size  to  be 
gauged  l>y  Uie  <Hnicnsions  of  the  grafll.  it  becomes  comparatively  a 
simple  pnx-c.-^s  now  to  intrwhire  il  into  ihc  woimO.  where  by  employing 
the  leasing  probe  it  h  gradually  spread  upon  the  denuded  bone,  there  to 
be  pressed  securely  and  firmly  in  position. 

The  spreading  of  the  graft  usually  requires  considerable  tnanifnila- 
Iton.  Should  blood  acrunnilate  umlerneath  Ihe  grafr  it  sliould  tie 
sucked  out  with  a  small  j^Iass  pipette.  In  the  same  manner  the  accumu- 
lation of  air  bubbles  mav  be  removed. 


K 
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Fig.  207 — The  Neumann  miMliried  flap  tompletcL  The  V'lbajKd 
eenir-il  flap  is  stitched  tn  the  sod  linsiies  of  the  anterior  lip  of  Ibe  pott- 
auriciilar  wound.     (Diagrammatic.) 


Tlie  grafts  are  niairdaincd  in  po'-ition  by  means  of  sterile  gauze 
packing,  which  must  be  carefully  introduced.  Unless  symptoms 
arise  which  necessitate  an  examination  of  the  wound  cavity,  the 
primary  dressing;-  should  be  allowed  to  remain  undisturbed  for 
from  five  to  eight  days.  Aural  surgeons  are  not  in  acctird  in  regard 
to  the  most  favorable  lime  for  introducing  a  Thiersch  skin  graft 
into  the  osseous  mastoid  wound. 

Dcndi  favors  applying  the  graft  at  the  primary  operation.  Bal- 
lanre  delays  it  for  teit  days.  It  stTms  incredible  to  exin-et  an  epithelial 
graft,  when  applied  to  a  freshly  rlenudcd  surface  of  Iionc.  lo  "lake." 
Kcvert  lie  less,  according  to  Dciith  and  olhers,  sncli  grafts  do  sometimes 
"lake"  seemingly  without  Ihe  intervention  of  granulations.  It  is  prob- 
able that  after  an  interval  of  eight  to  ten  days  from  the  primary  opera- 
tion the  conditions  are  more  favorable  for  skin  grafting.  It  W  both 
possible  and  feasible  to  introduce  skin  grafts  through  the  enlarged 
fxtema]  atiditory  meatus,  into  the  wound  ca^-ity. 
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Closure  of  the  Postauricular  Meatal  Wound. 

Contrary  to  Lite  rule  followed  in  the  simple  mastoid  operation, 
wlierein  tlie  iHistauriculnr  wdum^cavity  is  permitted  to  remain  i>]>en 
and  to  heal  by  granulation  from  ihe  bottom,  in  the  radical  mastoid 
oiwrration.  on  account  ol"  llie  wide  open  flrainage  of  all  ihc  middle-car 
spaces  into  the  external  meatus,  made  possible  by  the  extensive 


iH 


Fig.  20S. — The  Ballancc  mental  skin-flap. 

removal  of  bone,  the  postauricular  wcund,  with  few  exceptions,  may 
advantageously  Ue  closed  at  \Uv  primary  operation.  The  exceptions 
lu  this  rule  are  described  ab<jvc  under  the  heading  "Precautionary 
Measures." 

When  the  wound  cdcres  approximate  without  tension,  ordinary 
catgut  or  silkwonn  gut  sutures  may  be  employed  in  closing  the  jjost- 


Tig.  TSfi. — A  razor,  witit  one  flat  <<iirf.-tcc,  which  is  especially  applicable 
(or  removing  Thiersch's  skin  grafls. 

auricular  wound.  Unfortunately,  however,  the  approximation  of 
the  wound  edf^es  requires  considerable  tcn.sion,  especially  in  patients 
who  have  subiniiled  (o  previous  simple  or  radical  operations,  and  in 
whom  much  H'ar  tisi^ne  U  inlcrminelcd  in  the  tissues  about  the  former 
mastoid  incisions.  Mence  some  form  of  traction  sutures  should  be 
CTTtnloycd  for  Miturinij  this  class  of  wounds  in  order  to  insure  primary 
healing.    To  this  end  the  so-called  mattress  suture  (Fiff.  210)   has 
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been  advocated  by  J.  J.  'I'lHunwjn  of  the  auibor's  Aaff  in  the  ear 
service  of  the  Manhattan  Kve.  Ear  and  Throat  Hospital.  The 
mattress  suture  acconiphshcs  tlic  ^louble  purjjose  of  producing 
traction  upon  the  lips  of  t)ie  wound,  and.  by  causing  the  wound 


u 


W 


Fig.  2ta— The  mattrfss  (ultirc 
eni|iluyc(l  for  clusurc  of  the  post- 
aurkular  mastoid  wound. 


Fiff,  211. — A  mafttoid  wounH 
closed  uy  maurtss  suturt-t  and  re- 
inforced by  tntrrniptrd  sutures, 


edges  to  protrude,  a  consideraI)Ic  area  of  the  wnderlyinK  denuded 
soft  tissues  upon  cither  side  are  also  brought  into  apposition,  thu% 
enhancing  the  probability  of  final  heating  throughout  the  wound. 

Three  mattress  sutures,  when  re-enforced  by  a  few  interrupted 
sutures  (Fig,  21 H.  usually  suffice  to  eflfectually  close  a  postauricular 
mastoid  wound. 


rT*.. 
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Fig.  212. — The  Mkhel  m^ial  clamp  suhire  ouliiL 

The  same  purpose  is  accomplished  by  employing  the  Michel  metal 
clamp  suture*  f  Pip.  2\2^.  When  properly  adjusted  ihc  metal  clamp 
sutures  succeed  in  producing  considerable  protrusion  of  the  lips  of 
(he  wound,  and  hence  a  wider  area  for  final  union  is  obtained  \V\a. 
213).  • 
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Afier  having  sutured  the  postauricular  wound  it  is  advisable  to 
readjust  the  gauze  packing.  Ilence.  the  primary  packing  of  gauze  is 
withdraw  n  through  the  enlarged  mcatai  orifice.  Under  bright  ilhimina- 
tiun  the  burgeon  ^huuld  then  wipe  away  a!]  blood-clots  from  the  hone 
canty,  readjust  the  mcatal  skin-flaps  if  necessary,  and  repack  the 
wound  in  its  entirety,  .^s  a  final  step  outer  dressings  and  a  retaining 
bandage  shouKl  be  appHed.  after  the  manner  ailvised  for  dressing  llie 
simple  mastoid  wound  (Figs.  156  and  15").  'ITie  outer  drcsviiig^s 
may  be  discarded  upon  the  healing  of  the  postauricular  wound  and 
the  removal  of  the  stitches. 


'N 


Tig.  213.— The  technique  of  aji- 
jilyiiiK  the  Michel  clamp  sirturc  h> 
tlic   [wstauricular    inasioiiJ    wjiiikI. 


Fig.  214.— The  first  «ep  in  the 
closure  of  a  postauricular  nuitla. 
The  dark  lii»^  A  itidicatcs  the  line 
of  incision.  (P.i3»ow-Trautniann 
mtthnd.^ 


Closure  of  Persistent  Postauricular  Openings. 

Various  plastic  operative  procedures  have  Ijcen  devised  for  closing 
postauricular  fistulous  openings  which  communicate  with  the 
middle-ear  *pacc«. 

The  Passow-Trautmann  Method. — The  steps  of  the  operation 
are  as  follows: — 

(a)  .\  circular  incision  jienctraiing  to  the  bone  jwsteriorly  and  to 
the  perichondrium  anteriorly  is  extended  around  the  outer  marginal 
border  of  the  fistulous  opening  I' Fig,  214). 

(ft)  The  skin  included  within  the  incised  area,  inclutling  the 
periosteum,  is  then  freely  released  from  the  bone  and  the  margins  are 
inverted  •sufficiently  to  bring  the  opposing  free  borders  together  with 
the  dermal  layer  facing  the  middl,e-ear  space. 


304 


TTIE  MIDDLE  FJiK. 


(c)  Tlic  opposing  edges  arc  then  united  by  catgut  sutures.  Fol- 
lowing the  advice  of  Trautniaini  lite  iieriosteal  llaji  is  close<J  by  four 
sutures,  two  tbreads  being  inserted  into  each  side  (Fig-  215j. 

(d)  rinally,  llie  etiges  of  the  outer  circle  of  tJie  wound  are  freely 
cicvalcd.  then  approximated  and  closed  either  witli  interrupted  sutures 
or  the  Michel  mcaial  clamp  i-utnrcs  (  Kig.  iJl6l. 

The  Mosctig-Moorhof  Method. — The  Moseiig-Aroorhof  pla&lic 
Hap  is  adaptable  to  the  closure  of  small  po&UuricuUr  fistulous  open- 
ings.   Tlie  steps  of  the  operation  are: — 

(fi)  A  U-shaped  skin-Hap  is  funned.  <itmilar  In  Imt  larger  in  out- 
line than  tlie  mouth  of  tltc  fistula,  and  with  its  base  or  hinge  at  tltc 


^^ 
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Vig.  215.— Tlic  sccimtl  mep  in 
the  Passow'-Tratiiinaiiii  opcratiou 
for  closure  nf  .1  po-^iatiricuLnr  fis- 
nil.-».  The  ftuturcs  W,  i*,  and  C,  U. 
in  the  |>osierwr  Iqi  of  iK-ho.sicat 
flap  -ATt  to  l(c  iiniud  In  the  orre- 
tltoncIiiiK  »iiuir«8  upon  the  oppo- 
site tide. 


V'tR.  2I&.— The  first  row  of 
sntiircs  h.ive  brcn  tii^d,  the  knr<» 
tK'iii);  still  viMldf.  Tlir  outer  n>w 
of  sutures. — one  tied,  one  ready  to 
tic,  and  two  remain  untied. 


periphery  of  the  fistulous  opening   (Fig.   317),     This   flap  may   be 
formed  from  behind  or  above  the  fistulous  opening  if  necessary. 

(if)  An  incision  is  then  c-xlended  around  the  rim  of  the  posl- 
auricular  opening,  except  at  the  point  which  marks  the  pedicle  of  the 
skin-tlap  ( I'tg.  2I8|.  The  outer  edges  of  this  incision  are  freely 
clevate<1  from  the  bone. 

(c)  The  oval  or  U>sliaped  skin-Hap  is  then  turned  upward  and 
laid  over  the  fistulous  opening  with  the  dermal  surface  facing  the 
middle-ear  sjwices.  Tlie  edges  arc  then  approximated  to  the  freshly 
ilenuded  and  loosened  rim  of  the  fistulous  o]>cmng  and  retained  in  place 
with  sutures  (Fig.  219). 

(d)  Finally  the  skin  wound  from  whtdi  tbe  flap  has  been  fonoed 
is  closed  by  sutures  (Fig.  220). 
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The  Results  of  the  Radical  Mastoid  Operation. 

The  results  obtained  by  the  complete  radical  mastoid  operation, 
assuming  that  the  treatment,  both  operative  and  postoperative,  is  up 
to  the  rt'C()Kni/-cd  standards,  are  favorable  as  a  whole,  bnt  arc 
influenced  by  the  kind  and  nature  of  The  pathological  findings. 

For  instance,  in  tuhcrculmis  and  syphilitic  necrosis  ilic  results  are 
less  favorable  than  would  otherwise  be  obtained,  on  account  d  the 
underlying  constitutional  dyscrasia. 

At  the  Fasieni  Section  Meeting  of  the  American  I^aryngological. 
Rliinological  and  Olological  Society,  held  in  rhiladclphia  on  January 
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Via.  217. — The  inci«irin  ihows 
the  U-shaped  :ikin-t)ap  cut  from 
the  inferior  margiii  of  the  post- 
auni'iilar       i»i)i.-niii({.  (Mo«tig- 

Mnorhof  mvthdd.) 


Fig.  218.^ The  trcond  incision 
which  rclcasrs  (he  »kin  annind  the 
Imrdcr  ai  ihc  iJostauricular  open- 
ing.     (Moftctig-Moorhof  method.) 


*).  190^,  ihe  author  reported  the  results  on  the  otorrhea,  hearing; 
and  life  from  12.1  radical  mastoid  operations  as  follows: — 

The  cases  here  re(Ktrlcii  du  ni>t  cover  any  clel'iiiile  pericKl  of  time, 
hut  are  selected  as  a  scries  which  may  fairly  well  represent  the  results 
of  Ihc  complete  operation. 

In  some  in.^tances  the  records  are  incomplete  for  certain  of  the 
results : — 

J.  The  results  on  otorrhea. 

2.  The  resuU*i  on  hearing. 

3.  Tlie  resuh'i  on  life. 

On  ihe  otorrhea  the  results  arc  recorded  in  103  of  the  123  cases. 

Of  the  103  rL'C*inlctl  results  there  were  S4  aires,  ami  in  18  the 
ilischarge  either  persisted,  became  intermittent,  or  appeared  in  con- 
nection with  occasional  exfoliations  of  epidermis  or  cholesteatoma. 

On  the  hearing  the  results  are  recorded  in  75  ont  of  the  125  cases. 

Of  these  75  cases  the  hearing  was  improved  in  2^,  it  was 
unchange<I  in  25.  and  it  was  imiiaired  in  22. 

On  life  nut  nf  123  cases  there  were  7  deaths  from  complicating 
lesions.    In  none  of  the  fatal  cases  save  4  did  the  operation  iia*itcn 
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the  fatal  issue,  and  in  nearly  all  the  radical  procedure  was  but  an 
incident  in  operating  for  the  relief  of  complicating  lesions,  sinus- 
thrombosis,  brain  abscesses,  and  meningitis. 

In  one  case,  hereinafter  reported  (page  377),  I  discovered  at  the 
time  of  the  radical  operation  a  large  abscess  of  the  temporosphenoidal 
lobe,  which  never  had  given  localizing  symptoms  or  interfered  with 
the  usual  duties  of  the  patient. 

Five  of  the  6  cases  included  in  this  list  are  of  recent  date,  and 
the  results  are  still  uncertain. 

On  the  Otorrhea. — The  purulent  discharge  is  cured  whenever 
healthy  dermatization  of  the  entire  cavity  is  complete.  This  is  not 
possible  in  every  case,  inasmuch  as  in  a  limited  proportion  of  cases 
the    surgeon    has    to    contend    with    impaired    general    health,    con- 


Fig.  219.— The  third  step.  The 
skin-flap  is  turm-d  upward  and 
laid  on  the  li^tulims  opening, 
where  it  is  retained  by  sutures. 
(Mosetig-Moorhnf  method.) 


Fig.  220. — The  final  step  in  the 
Mosetig-Moorhof  operation,  con- 
sisting of  the  closure  of  the  skin 
wound  from  which  the  skin-flap 
was  constructed. 


stitutional  dyscrasias,  and  deep-seated  disease  of  the  more  remote 
areas  of  the  ear,  es])ecially  tlie  Eustachian  tube. 

Even  thoujrh  a  slight  postoperative  discharge  persists,  the 
operation  accomplishes  the  removal  of  large  areas  of  the  necrosed 
bone  and  jjranulalions,  and  opens  up  the  entire  field  to  inspection 
and  local  treatment.  Any  remaining  discliarge  is  usually  without 
danf^-cr  to  the  patient'.s  life. 

On  Life. — Inasmucli  as  tiiis  operation  upon  the  temporal  bone 
serves  lo  eradicate  an  infective  necrotic  process  from  an  area  which 
U  in  close  proximity  to  the  cerebrum,  cerebellum,  lateral  sinus, 
labyrinth  and  facial  nerve,  it  becomes,  when  timely  performed,  a 
lifc-savinij  measure.  Clinical  experience  furnishes  abundant  proof 
of  tliis  assertion. 

On  Hearing. — The  operation  never  is  performed  in  the  interests 
of  the  heafinrr  function,  and  a  statement  to  that  effect  should  be 
made  to  the  patient  l)efnre  oi>crating.  Nevertheless,  the  hearing 
results  are  of  much  interest  and  importance.     Providing  the  laby- 
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rinth  is  intact  and  no  intlammatory  adhesions  exist,  the  hearing 
either  reniain:»  the  same  or  is  improved  b}'  the  operation.  It  in 
made  worse  in  but  a  vcrj'  small  percentage  of  cases. 

Finally,  regarding  ilic  cAcct  upun  the  hearing  function,  the 
operation  accinnplislics  the  removal  of  adventitious  tissue  of  a 
dangerous  type  from  the  temporal  bone  and  middle  ear,  and 
converts  the  membranous  linings  into  epithelium  free  from  necrotic 
foci. 

The  results  herein  enumerated  do  not  materially  differ  from 
those  reported  by  Gruncri,  Trauimann,  Grossman,  Stackc,  Dcncli 
and  others. 

In  the  above  remarks  I  have  referred  only  to  the  complete 
radical  tnieration.  Attempts  have  been  made  from  time  to  time, 
first  by  Krinwr,  and  laier  by  Heath,  in  MnylaiKJ,  and  liryant  and 
Ballengcr.  in  America,  to  modify  the  operation  by  leaving  the 
ossicles  and  menibrana  tympani  intact,  in  the  hope  of  bettering  the 
hearing  results.  They  are  all  incompli'tc  npcraTions,  Inasmurh  as 
the  annular  ring,  the  outer  wall  of  the  attic  and  the  ossicles,  three  of 
the  chief  centres  of  necrosis  in  this  diseaw.  are  necessarily  left 
untouched.  Tlie  author  is  extremely  skeptical  regarding  favorable 
results  from  any  incomplete  operation  in  cases  of  extensive  necrosis 
of  the  tympanic  wall,  ossicles,  .iditiis,  and  mastoid  antrum. 


The  Postoperative  Treatment  of  the  Radical  Mastoid  Operation. 

I'roper  ailer-treatinent  of  the  ra'iical  mastoid  wmuU'il  is  essential 
to  the  final  success  of  llic  operation — in  fact,  ihe  surgeon  must  jKWsess 
the  same  niea'^ure  of  knowledge  and  skill  in  the  technique  of  the  post- 
oiJcrativc  treatment  of  the  wound  as  for  the  operation  itself,  inasmuch 
as  many  failures  are  directly  due  to  careless  or  unskillful  after-treat- 
ment. Therefore,  no  surgeon  should  undertake  the  management  of  a 
case  re<iuiring  the  radical  operation  unless  either  he  or  a  comiwtent 
substitute  is  prepared  to  bestow  the  required  lime  and  skill  until  final 
healing  has  taken  place.  The  period  covcrc!  by  the  after-treatment 
varies  from  one  to  three  nxjntbs.  The  primary  gauze  packing  in  the 
operative  cavity  imder  usual  circumstances  should  not  be  changed  until 
alwtut  the  seventh  day.  T!te  extenial  (Iressings  shoukl  Ik;  rcnewcfl 
daily  and  the  postauricular  wound  inspected  until  the  latter  is  healed, 
which  is  usually  from  five  to  six  days.  The  object  of  the  daily  change 
of  outer  dressings  is  to  discover  stilch  infections  and  to  keep  the  wound 
dry.  As  .scxin  as  firm  union  has  taken  place  the  sutures  should  promptly 
be  removed,  and  shoidd  any  single  suture  bcrome  infected  its  early 
renKival  h  advised.  The  outer  dressings  may  be  discarded  as  soon  a^! 
the  f>o:^tauricular  incision  is  healed. 

Care  must  be  exercised  in  rcmovit^  the  primary  packing  from  the 
osseous  wound  cavity  in  or<ler  iiol  to  (hsturb  or  displace  the  meatal 
flaps  or  give  the  patient  nnnccessar>'  pain.  Some  difference  of  opinion 
exists  as  to  the  pressure  with  which  the  gauze  should  bt;  packed  into 
the  cavity  after  the  first  few  dressings.  Two  general  views  obtain  at 
the  present  time.    There  are  those  who  prefer  very  tight  packing  and 
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those  who  <lo  not  tampon  the  cavity  at  all,  each  cUinunj^  good  results. 
Udwccn  these  cxtreitiv  views  all  graije^  o{  pressure  liave  their  advo- 
cates. Formerly,  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  authorities  tlut 
tight  packing  was  essential  for  the  conlnil  of  ilic  granulations  ami  to 
hasten  epidermization.  Better  results  have  been  obtained  bj*  the 
author  when  the  middle-car  spaces  have  been  snugly  packed  at  each 
dressing,  inasmuch  as  he  lias  thereby  beirn  enabled  lo  prevent  the 
osseous  wound  cavity  from  becoming  completely  filled  with  granula- 
tions. 

The  posterior  or  mastoid  portion  of  the  cavity  should  be  very 
lightly  packed,  thus  allowing  granulations  to  fill  the  deeper  areas.  By 
so  doing  t)ie  surface  requiring  demiatization  is  proportionately  lei'Scned 
and  without  detrimenl.  Tlie  granulations  must  lie  carefully  naiche^l 
and  not  allowed  to  become  exul>erant  an<l  flabby,  inasnmch  a«  granula- 
tions of  this  type  ofTer  a  serii>ii>  l»arrier  to  the  line  of  cpidornializatioa 
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that  should  extend  in  al!  directions  from  the  Hap  margins.  Excessive 
secretions,  by  bathing  the  granulating  surfaces,  render  them  soft  and 
flabby  and  macerate  the  epithelial  surfaces.  On  this  account  the  cavity 
should  l>e  kept  as  dry  as  (»*>ssibU',  daily  dressings  fri'<|ncnily  Wing 
necessary  for  this  purjiose.  In  some  instances  it  may  Iwcoinc  necessary 
to  apply  caustics  to  exuberant  granulations.  Silver  nitrate  or  ortho- 
chtorophenol  applications  are  effective  in  subduing  excessive  granula- 
tions. It  verj-  rarely  becomes  necessary  to  stimulate  the  granulations, 
but  if  so  balsam  of  I'eru  aplied  to  the  sluggjsli  areas,  or  the  snhstirutioti 
of  itxloform  gauze  for  the  plain  gauze  [Kicking,  usually  produces  the 
desired  results.  In  stubborn  cases  the  author  obtains  excellent  results, 
both  in  subduing  unhealthy  granulations  and  in  promoting  efiidcrmixa- 
lion,  by  (kicking  the  granular  surfaces  with  tampons  covcrnl  with  a 
20  per  cent,  scarlet-red  ointment. 

With  the  diminution  of  the  secretion  the  surface  of  the  cavity 
should  be  covered  with  boric  acid  powder  or  aristol.  or  a  raixinrc  of 
these,  before  replacing  the  tampon.  Under  the  most  favorable  circun*- 
stanccs  six  lo  eight  weeks  usually  elapse  befnrc  epidermizaiiiKi  is 
complete,  and  a  nuich  longer  time  is  often  neces^iarj',  but  the  tampons 
are  rarelv  of  fier\'ice  after  the  third  or  fourth  week. 
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The  Medicinal,  Mechanical  and  Surgical  Treatment  of  Facial 
Paralysis  of  Otitic  Origin. 

Medicinal. — Drugs  arc  of  but  little  avail  in  the  treatment  of 
this  type  of  facial  paralysis.  Such  remedial  incastires  as  tend  to  stimu- 
late the  digestive  functions  and  correct  faulty  nutrition  should  be 
employed.  For  U»is  purpose  the  mo<k'ratc  use  of  salines  and  the 
internal  administration  of  iron  and  strj'chnia  nr  the  iodin  compounds 
are  recommended.  Meanwhile,  advant.ige  should  be  taken  of  all 
opportunities  for  improved  hygiene  and  nutritious  diet.  Meclianical 
massage  of  tlie  paralyzed  muscles  and  the  employment  of  the  faradic 
current  have  long  been  advocated  as  remedial  measures  in  cases  of 
injury  without  destruction  of  the  nerve  trunk.     These  measures  may 
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Fig.  222. — Schematic  iniuiraiion  of  tho  lateral  iinplanlalion  method  of 
iiii.-i5toniosU  of  nerves. 

hasten  the  recovery  of  function,  and.  even  when  the  nerve  trunk  has 
been  severed,  aid  in  preventing  muscular  atrophy  during  the  period  in 
which  the  hope  of  final  recovery  may  he  entertained.  An  individual  of 
urdinary  intelligence  may  be  taught  both  to  apply  massage  and  the 
interrupted  current  to  his  own  face. 

Surgical  Treatment. — Attempts  have  been  made,  and  appar- 
ently with  .some  degree  nf  success,  to  restore  the  function  of  the  ner\'e 
bv  grafting  the  riistal  end  of  the  severed  facial  nerve  into  the  trunk  of 
cillicr  tile  hypoglossal  or  spinal  accessory  nerve  of  the  corrcs|>oiuling 
siile,  preferably  the  hypoglossal.  The  splicing  of  nerves  after  this 
manner  producer  an  interchange  of  function;  hence  the  functional  dia- 
tttrbance  will  he  le**  nnticcalilc  when  the  facial  nerve  is  spliced  to  the 
hypoglossal  than  when  joined  to  the  spinal  accessory.  Taylor.  Frazicr 
and  i)thcr5  have  reporte<l  successful  cases,  especially  when  llie  opera- 
tion of  anasiomnsis  has  not  been  too  long  delayed.  Knowing  that 
restoration  of  fi'ncllon,  in  many  cases  nf  injury  iti  the  facial  nerve. 
occurs  even  after  a  considerable  lapse  of  time,  it  become"!  <<omewhat 
ilifBctilt  to  deci(|e  ut>on  the  exact  time  when  the  anastomosis  operation 
should  be  performed.     Positive  knowledge  that  the  nerve  tnuik  has 
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been  completely  destroyed  throughout  a  considerable  portion  of  its 
course  warrants  immediate  resort  to  operative  procedures. 

There  are  two  general  methods  of  uniting  nen-'e  trunks  for  the 
purpose  of  anastomosis:  (o)  by  end-to-end  anastomosis;  (6)  by 
lateral  implantation. 

{a)  End-to-end  Anastomosis. — Of  the  two  methods,  that  known 
as  end-to-end  anastomosis  is  simpler  in  technique  and  therefore  requires 
less  surgical  skill,  but  it  possesses  the  disadvantage  that  it  requires  com- 
plete severing  of  the  healthy  nerve,  which  invariably  is  followed  by 
paralysis  of  the  muscles  which  it  supplies. 
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Fig.  223. — Schom,ittc  illustration  of  tho  ilisscL-tion   for  the  anastomosis 
of  the  facial  nerve  uilh  the  hy|><.iglossal  nerve. 

Inasmuch  as  equally  gocKl  results  are  obtained  by  following  the 
second  (lateral  implantation)  method,  and  without  permanent  loss  of 
mii.'^cular  power,  tlie  end-to-end  method  is  now  rarely  employed.  If 
end-tu-end  anastomosis  of  the  facial  nerve  is  desired,  it  should  be 
united  with  the  hypoglossal  nerve,  both  nerves  being  exposed  in 
the  manner  Iicreinafter  descriljcd  for  lateral  implantation. 

The  paralyzed  segment  of  the  facial  nerve  is  dissected  from  a 
point  slightly  within  the  mastoid  tip.  where  it  is  joined  to  the  central 
segmt'iit  nf  the  severed  In-poglossal  ner\'e  (Fig.  221), 

(b)  Lateral  iMPr.ANTATioN. — The  favored  method  of  lateral 
implantation  is  accompli. ■shed  by  implanting  or  grafting  the  paralyzed 
segment  of  the  facial  nerve  into  the  body  of  the  hypoglossal  nerve 
through  a  longitudinal  slit  (Fig.  222). 
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The  Technique  of  Faciohyf<oglossal  .Inastomosis. — An  inclusion 
is  made  alung  the  anterior  burder  oi  the  btcrnuclcidu mastoid  muscle. 
from  its  attaclinieiit  to  the  lip  vi  the  mastoid  process  tu  tlic  end  oi 
the  cricoid  cartilage.  After  dividing  the  skin,  superficial  fascia,  and 
plafysma  myoidcs,  by  separating  the  lips  of  the  wound  the  sterno- 
clciduinasioid  muscle  is  revealed.  Tliis  muscle  is  then  retracted 
posteriorly  and  the  parotid  gland  is  exposed  and  lurnetl  forward. 
The  deep  fascia  is  then  freely  incivsed  and  retracted,  thus  revcalin-ij 
the  posterior  belly  of  the  digastric  muscle.  This  muscle,  together 
witli  the  occipital  artery  at  its  junction  witli  the  carotid  arterj', 
serves  to  guide  the  operator  to  the  h\'pogios6al  nenx.  The  nerve  \a 
sought  at  this  point  by  means  of  a  blunt  dissector.  When  found  it 
should  gently  bo  rai«ed  from  its  bed  and  drawn  forward  to  a 
convenient  site  for  the  anastomosis  procedure. 

Since  Duel  anti  Frazier 
advocated  the  removal  of  a  ,rnjMPorfA«i«.MiBv» 

small  section  of  the  masloiti 
tip  fnr  the  purpose  of  secur- 
ing a  longer  portion  of  the 
nerve  trunk,  this  poini  rather 
than  its  point  of  entry  into 
the  parotid  gland  is  favored 
for  liKating  the  facial  nerve. 

In  his  later  o|>eration5 
Taylor  has  adopted  this 
method  and  considers  it  to 
be  the  quickest  and  surest 
metluKj  of  Securing  a  sufti- 
cient  length  of  the  trunk  ot 
the  facial  nerve  for  anasto- 
mosis. The  facial  nerve  trunk 
is  then  gently  raised  from  it* 

bed  and  severed  as  high  up  as  possible  in  the  Fallopian  canal  (Fig. 
223).  The  distal  section  ui  the  nerve  is  then  tunied  downward.  A 
small  portion  of  the  sheath  of  Its  proximal  end  should  then  be  rwnoveil. 
in  order  that  its  axis  cylinders,  when  grafted  into  hyiviglos^l,  may 
come  into  direct  contact  with  those  of  the  latter  nerve. 

A  longitudinal  slit  i»  tlien  made  into  the  sheath  of  the  hypc^lossat 
nerve,  into  which  (be  proximal  stump  of  the  facial  nerve  is  inserte<r. 
care  Iteing  cxcrciwd  to  ingratiate  its  fibres  into  the  fibres  composing 
tlic  byiwglossal  nerve  trunk,  but  directed  toward  its  proximal  end. 
The  grafted  end  of  the  facial  ner\-c  is  then  anchored  into  its  position 
by  means  of  fine-silk  sutures,  introducecl  Ijy  small,  round,  curved  necillcs 
f  Fig.  224).  Taylor  contends  that  wraiiping  the  junction  of  the  two 
nerves  with  Cargilc  membrane  tends  "to  prevent  the  ingrowth  of  con- 
nective tissue  into  the  field  of  the  anastomosis." 

The  deep  tissues  are  llien  as  nearly  as  possible  replaced  into  normal 
position  and  the  external  wound  unitefl  by  sutures.  The  postoperative 
treatment  consists  in  the  continuation  of  the  medicinal  and  mechanical 
measures  ailvocaied  in  foregoing  paragraphs,  to  the  end  that  "return- 
ing nenc  power  may  find  good  muscle  to  work  on."     (Taylor.) 
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Fig,  22*.— Scliptialic  rcprrsentation 
(<i  the  annstoinusis  vi  ihc  ^evere^  cnil 
of  th<t  facial  iicrvf  with  ih«-  hypoglossal 
ti^rvc  by  lau-ral   iiiitilaiituliuii. 


CHAPTER  XXHI. 
COMPLIOVTING  LESIONS  OF  PURULENT  OTITIS  MEDIA. 


PURULENT  LABYRINTHITIS. 
SECTION  I— INTRODUCTORY. 

(a)  Explanatory  Note. — Before  considering  in  detail  the  ques- 
tion of  labyrinthine  suppuration,  SeH:iiun  1  of  tlie  present  chapter 
describes  tlie  experimental  methods  devised  for  investigating  the 
irritability  of  the  vestibular  apparatus.  Thu  information  presented 
is  in  the  main  the  elaboration  of  notes  of  the  lectures  delivered  by 
Neumann,  of  Vienna,  during  his  visit  (1910)  to  Ameri<:a.' 

In  the  rotation  tests  he  describes  the  two  horizontal  canals  as 
acting  sinmltancously  and,  when  the  liea<l  is  ilexed  either  forward 
or  backward,  the  two  superior  canals  as  acting  simultaneously. 
The  posterior  canaU  are  ignored  on  the  ground  that,  although  Ihcy 
may  be  excited  by  rotation  with  the  Head  down  on  either  shoulder, 
we  are  unable  to  determine  from  which  ampulla  the  centre  is 
stimulated,  as  both  are  occupying  the  same  relative  position. 

He  further  affirms  thai  excitation  of  a  centre  from  a  horizontal 
canal  produces  horizontal  nystagmus,  and  from  a  superior  catutl 
rotatory  nystagmus. 

This  IS  evidently  faulty  from  Ihe  anatomical  standpoini.  as  it 
has  been  demon.str3tc<I  that  the  plane  of  the  .<tuperior  canal  on  one 
side  corresponds  to  the  plane  of  the  posterior  canal  on  the  other, 
and  ftVf  rrrsO.  It  would  therefore  seem  to  folhnv  thai  the  nUatorr 
nystagmus  produced  by  turning  with  the  head  bent  forward  or 
backward  is  the  resultant  of  the  action  of  a  superior  and  posterior 
canal,  and  not  tlic  elTu'Ct  of  stnntilation  or  iuhtbition  througii  a  ^iinglc 
superior  canal. 

Nevertheless  the  informatinn  is  suhmitte<l  for  the  reason  that 
it  offers  a  practical  and  useful  method  of  arriving  at  a  detmitr 
conclusion  with  regard  to  the  irritability  or  non-irritability  of  the 
vestibular  apparatus. 

*  lb)  Symptoms  Referable  to  Interference  with  the  Functioa  of 
the  Vestibular  Apparatus.^Tlicre  arc  three  principal  ^symptoms 
directly  referable  to  interference  with  the  function  uf  the  vestibular 
apparatus.  They  are:  1,  vertigo;  2,  nystagmus;  3.  disturbances  wf 
equilibrium. 

It  should  be  noted  that  these  symptoms  are  in  the  firti  phc« 
due  to  irritation  of  the  vestibular  apparatus  on  the  difica.<tcd  side. 
and  that  the  direction  nf  the  nystagmus,  the  app.ireni  motion  '»f 
surrounding  objects,  and  the  <lircction  in  which  the  patient  tends 


*The  author  is  iiKlchtcd  lo  his  eolleaicae.  Dr.  John  B.  Rm.  for  extending  J 
his  notes  of  these  lectures  to  form  Section  1  of  this  chapier. 
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to  fall  can  be  determitrcd  as  being  the  result  of  stimulation  of  the 
centre  on  that  side.  Later,  mainly  within  a  very  sliort  period  of 
time  in  acute  diffuse  cases,  the  spontaneous  nysta^fmus  and  the 
disturbances  of  equilibrium  are  found  lo  be  the  result  of  stimula- 
tion of  the  centre  on  the  sound  side.  This  is  not,  however,  a  real 
stimulation  uf  that  centre,  but  is  rather  to  be  explained  on  the 
ground  that,  the  end  organs  of  the  vestibular  nerve  on  the  diseased 
side  having  been  destroyed  and  no  stimuli  therefore  reaching  that 
centre,  the  centre  on  liie  sound  side  overbalances  the  other,  and  the 
later  nystagmus  and  disturbances  of  equilibrium  re-iult.  These 
symptoms  rapidly  disappear  as  the  centres  accommodate  themselves 
to  altered  conditions,  and  will  not  t>e  observed  at  all  unless  the 
patient  is  seen  at  an  early  stage  of  labyrinthine  involvement. 

The  diagnosis  of  destruction  of  the  labyrinth  is  therefore 
usually  to  be  made  on  the  induced  rather  than  on  the  spontaneous 
symptom*. 

Vertigo. — Vertigo  is  the  subjective  sensation  which  a  patient 
experiences  when  one  or  other  of  the  tracts  governing  equilibrium 
is  suddenly  disturbed.  These  tracts  arc  three  in  number:  I.  the 
vestibulo-ocular ;  2,  the  vestihuto-spinal;  3.  the  vestihulo-central. 

The  vestibulo-ocular  tract  is  conncctc<l  through  Dettcrs's  nucleus 
and  liie  fasciculus  longus  with  the  corpora  quadrigemiiia  and  the 
ocular  muscles. 

The  vesiibulo-spinal  tract  connects  with  the  cord  and  has  tn 
do  with  the  maintenance  of  muscle  tone  necessary  for  equilibrium. 

The  vestibulo-central  tract  connects  with  the  higher  centres 
in  the  cerebellum. 

Destruction  of  any  one  of  these  tracts  will  result  in  vertigo 
and  disturbances  of  equilibrium.  Ry  training,  the  remaining  two 
tracts  will  accTii^tom  themselves  to  altered  conriilions  and  equiMbrium 
will  be  restore*!. 

In  tabes,  the  vestibulo-spinal  tract  being  interfered  with, 
equilibrium  is  maintained  and  orientation  is  pos-tibtc  by  co-opera- 
tion of  the  vestibulo-ocular  and  the  vestibulo-cereljellar  tracts.  On 
closing  the  eyes,  the  vestibulo-ocular  tract  being  also  eliminated, 
exact  orientation  is  impossible  and  disturbances  of  equilibrium 
result. 

The  commonly  experienced  tendency  to  fall  on  looking  from 
an  unaccustomed  height  is  explainerl  by  disturbance  of  the  vestili- 
nlo-ocular  and  vcPtibuln-spinal  tracts. 

The  so-caJIcd  "digestion  vcrtigos"  are  the  result  of  autoin- 
toxications, the  erring  tract  in  such  cases  being  the  vestibulo- 
centraL 

In  cases  exhibiting  spontaneous  vei^tibular  vertigo  and  ny.«;tagmus, 
the  apparent  motion  of  surrounding  objects  and  the  direction  in  which 
Ihe  patient  tends  to  fall  follow  certain  definile  laws  which  can  best 
be  remembered  with  relatfon  to  ihc  nystagmus. 

Tlic  rule  is  that  surrounding  objects  apparently  move  in 
the  direction  of  the  quick  component  of  the  nystagmus,  and  the 
patient  tends  to  fall  in  a  direction  opposite  to'  that  of  the  quick 
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component  of  ilic  nystagiiuis.    This  direction  of  falling  can  ht  alicr 
by  clianging  the  i^sinoii  of  ihc  i>aticnt's  head. 

I'or  cxanipk-:  if  the  patient  lave  nystagiims  to  ihc  left — that  is. 
the  quick  comiKHteiu  of  the  nystaginus  nioiion  is  to  the  left — lie  ivill 
lend  to  fall  to  the  right.  If  now  tlie  jKitieni's  chin  he  turned  toward  tlie 
left  shoulder,  he  will  lend  to  fall  forward,  and.  if  the  chin  be  turned 
towar<l  t)ic  right  shoulder,  he  will  tend  to  fall  backward. 

This  rliange  of  thcdireciion  of  falling  is  cliaractcristic  of  disturb- 
ances of  ec|uilibriuni  of  direct  vestibular  origin,  and  in  this  manner  such 
disiurliances  of  equilibrium  can  be  difTcreiitiaieil  from  tliose  due  to 
other  causes. 

The  tfudency  for  the  body  to  fall  following  vestibular  stimulation 
has  a  countcriwrt  in  the  deviation  of  the  extremities,  [loth  the  tend- 
ency to  fall  and  ibc  deviation  of  the  extremities  occur  in  the  plane  w 
the  planes  of  those  scnit-circtilar  canals  in  which  the  stimulation  i< 
aroused.  The  phenomenon  of  falling  and  deviation  are  known  as  the 
reaction  movements. 

In  addition  to  the  nystagmus,  vertigo,  nausea  and  vomiting  we 
formerly  belic\'cd  that  the  so-called  reaction  movements  followed 
stimulation  of  Ihe  labyrinthine  end  organs  as  a  reHex.  Itecause  of  the 
uniformity  of  the  nystagmus  the  direction  of  the  reaction  movements 
was  expressed  in  terms  of  the  former;  thus  we  said  that  the  reaction 
movements  of  the  body  and  of  Ihe  extremities  were  always  in  Ihe 
direction  of  the  slow  componcni  of  the  nystagmus. 

It  was  understood  thai  there  was  no  direct  connection  between  tlic 
nystagums  and  the  reaction  movements.  From  more  nveni  work  on 
the  physiology  of  the  labyrinth  it  appears  that  our  conception  of  tl»e 
reaction  mnvemenis  as  a  reflex  originating  in  the  cerebellum,  and  influ- 
enced by  the  cerebrum,  is  erroneous.  The  reaction  movements  are  Ibe 
objective  expression  of  the  vertigo  and  in  all  probability  are  cerebral 
in  origin. 

Tlie  vertigo  of  vestibular  origin  is  frcriuenily  associated  with 
nausea  and  vomiting. 

N'v.sTAr.Mis. — .Vysiaginus  may  be  defined  as  oscillation  of  the  eye- 
ball. It  varies  in  degree  and  may  be  easy  or  difhcult  of  detection.  It 
may  be  elicited  in  any  position  of  the  eye,  or  only  in  extreme  atxiunion. 
according  to  the  anwunt  present.  It  is  a  rcHex,  and  is  in  origin  ves- 
tibular, (xiilar  or  central. 

Ocular  nystagmus  is  undulalory  and  is  to  be  observed  in  any  posi- 
tion of  the  eye,  Tlie  excursion  of  the  globe  in  one  direction  is  equal  to 
that  in  the  otiier.  both  as  regards  extent  and  rapidity.  Vestibular  nys- 
tagmus is  rhythmic  and  consists  of  two  coniiwncnts— a  slow  vestibtUar 
comiKinent.  and  a  rapid  conical  movement  in  the  opposite  dtrectton. 
The  nystagmus  is  named  from  the  direction  of  the  quick  component, 
ami  not  from  the  slow  vesiilmlar  component  as  might  be  expected. 

The  eyeball  is  in  equilibrium  when  the  impulses  from  the  vestibulo- 
oailar  apparatus  on  both  sides  are  exactly  balanced  by  the  impulses 
iroiii  the  conical  apparatus.  Nystagmus  results  when  one  center  in  the 
vestibulo-ocular  apparatus  does  not  balance  the  other.  When  great  in 
amount  vestibular  ny.staginus  can  lie  observed  in  any  position  of  the 
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eye.  but  when  small  in  aiiiouiil  it  can  only  be  elicited  in  extreme  abduc- 
tion in  the  dirciTion  of  the  quick  ci>m|«>tUTm,  In  a  rcrlain  inujjorlion 
of  normal  cases  a  s'uall  aninunt  of  nysiagimis  can  be  obtained  on  eK- 
trcine  abduction  to  ihc  rifibt  and  to  the  left.  This  is  equal  in  amount  on 
both  sides,  and  is  physKilu^ical. 

ic)  Induced  or  Experimental  Evidence  of  Labyrinthine  In- 
volvement.—  It  should  Iw  clearly  undcrslootl  tlia!  ihc  ic^l?  to  he  brielly 
dcscribt-d  WIow  arc  c'liiilnycd  to  clislingiiish  between  an  irrilable  or 
functionating  vestibular  aj'paratus  and  a  noii-ii'ritable  or  destroyed 
labyrinth. 

In  <lcaling  with  these  exi>eriniental  tests  tlirre  arc  certain  funda- 
mental laws  which  must  clearly  be  borne  in  mind  before  the  tests  can 
rightly  be  applied  and  conect  deductions  from  their  results  made. 

EwALu's  Exi'LKiMEST.^It  wllt  be  enough  to  state  that  Ewald 
dcinonstratcd  that  the  rndolymph  mnvements  in  the  different  canals, 
either  in  the  direction  of  (he  ulriclc  or  toward  the  non-anipullalcl  ends, 
resulted  in  definite  movements  of  the  bead,  witli  corresponding  eye 
movemaits. 

His  n:ethod  was  to  open  a  canal  and  by  a  suitable  plug  to  occlude 
completely  the  membranous  portion.  At  a  position  nearer  the  ampulla 
a  second  opening  was  made  through  the  bony  wall  of  the  canal  and  a 
small  piston  inirod\iced.  Tliis  piston  was  in  communicaliou  with  a 
bulb,  so  that  by  compression  or  iispiralion  the  endi>Iym])b  could  be 
moved  at  will,  either  toward  or  away  from  the  ampulla. 

MotOYES  Law. — Iloegye  demonstrated  that,  when  the  centre  of 
nne  side  was  stimulated  from  the  vestibular  apparatus,  the  adductor 
ocular  imisdes  on  the  same  side,  anrl  the  alMliictor  muscles  on  the  niijHi- 
siie  side  contracted,  resuhing  in  a  slow  conjugate  movement  of  the  eyes 
in  a  direction  away  from  the  stimulatrd  centre.  Thus,  sttmul.ition  of  the 
right  centre  brings  about  a  slow  movement  to  the  left  and  ficc  versa. 

This  is  a  very  important  law.  and  it  should  be  noted,  remembering' 
that  nystagmus  in  named  from  the  quick  cortical  movement,  opposite  in 
direction  to  the  sbuv  vestibular  component,  that  ny-stagmus  to  the  right 
is  the  result  of  stimulation  of  the  right  centre,  and  nystagmu.s  to  the 
left,  (he  result  of  stimulation  of  the  left  ceinre.  If  now  to  these  two 
fundamental  laws  be  added  the  re^idts  of  endolymph  movements  in 
diflfcrent  directions  in  the  different  canals,  we  shall  have  data  from 
which  to  clraw  deducliims  wiien  the  ex])iri mental  tests  arc  applied. 

Movement  of  the  endolymph  in  a  given  canal  is  either  toward  or 
away  from  the  utricle,  The  moving  endolymph  will  change  the  direc- 
tion of  the  ainpuUan."  cilia,  wliirli  will  either  be  directed  toward  the 
utricle  or  toward  the  non-ainpullated  end  of  t!ie  canal.  In  the  case  of 
the  horizontal  canat.  movement  of  the  cilia  in  the  direction  of  the  utricle 
will  result  in  stimulation  of  the  vestibular  ecntre  on  that  side,  while 
p-o\Tment  of  the  cilia  lownnl  the  non-ampuUatcd  end  will  result  in 
inhibition  of  that  centre. 

With  the  suf'cripr  canal,  conditions  are  exactly  opposite.  Ciliary 
movement  lotmtrd  the  nan-am  f-uUaicd  end  will  give  rise  to  stimulation 
of  the  centre  on  the  j^a-ni,-  side,  while  ciliary  movement  toward  the 
utricle  will  determine  inhibition. 
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It  is  here  again  rrpeatcfl  thai  our  knowlcdfrc  nf  iliis  iniricaic  snV 
ject  is  as  yet  so  rcstricu-d  that  tbusc  laws  are  S'Ubmittcd.  only  at  ilieir 
true  %*alue  as  offering'  a  fairly  reliable  working  method  toward  deier- 
tiiining  the  condition  of  the  vestibular  apiraratus. 

Briefly  to  rt'caf'itulalc.  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that,  in  the  hori' 
soittai  eanaJ,  minvmettl  of  the  cndotymf'h  and  cilia  lou'ard  the  utricfr 

stimulates  the  center  o»  the  samr 
side.  !n  the  case  of  the  superior 
canal  thai  movement  of  the  en- 
dolxmph  and  cilia  toward  the 
noH-ampuUtitrd  end  stimulates 
the  centre  on  the  same  side,  and 
that  stimulation  af  a  centre 
brings  about  contraction  of  the 
adductor  ocular  muscles  on  the 
same  side  and  of  the  ahdtutor 
ocular  muscles  on  the  opposite 
side. 

EXI'ERI  MENTAL  TESTS. — 

llic  methods  by  vvliich  the  ves- 
tibular apparatu-t  may  W  ex|>eri- 
Mienially  stimulated  are  four  in 
number  and  are  known  as  the 
Rotation.  Caloric.  Fistula  and 
t.ialvanic  tests,  The  first  three 
dc|iend  for  their  recognition 
tipon  the  ciliarj-  niovemenis,  and 
the  laws  descriltcd  alwive  must 
1«  applied  in  estimating  iheir 
results. 

RuT.vTios  Test^. — If  a  ves- 
sel containing  water  l>e  rotated 
on  an  axis  at  right  antjlei^  to  the 
surface  of  the  lluid,  ihc  water  is 
at  first  left  behind,  gr.vlually  ac- 
quires the  5]>ced  ui  the  rotating 
container  and,  on  rotation  be< 
ing  suddenly  stopped,  continues 
moving  in  the  direction  of  the 
rotation.  This,  is  the  principle 
applied  in  the  rotation  tests.  Ji 
will  therefore  he  ohsen-ed  that 
the  first  effect  of  rotation  will  he 
that  the  endolynii>)i  in  the  canals 
affected  will  be  left  behind,  and  the  ampullary  cilia  will  have  their 
direction  altered  accordingly.  Nystagmus  will  result  but  nill  not  be 
noted  on  account  of  the  continuance  ol  rotation.    When  rotation  cease* 


Fig,  225.^.Author'i  rotator  for  con- 
ducting the  rotation  IcsIb  for  nyiugmu}. 
1 1  has  a  broad  scat,  high  arms  and  an 
elevation  of  23  inches,  wbirh  permits 
the  proper  ob«ervaiice  of  ilic  lyniptoms. 
The  bwc  is  solid;  hence  is  unaffected 
by  the  rotation  movement.  Fonher- 
nore.  it  is  supplie<)  uiih  a  «irap  lo  pre- 
Tcnt  the  patient  from  falling  during  the 
rotatinn. 
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and  the  endolymph  continues  in  motion,  the  direction  of  the  cilia 
will  again  be  altered,  and  nystagmus  will  again  result.  This  can 
be  observed,  and  it  is  this  so-called  "after-nystagmus"  alone  which 
proves  of  value  in  our  observations. 

It  is  evident  that  the  primary  nystagmus  will  always  be  in  the 
direction  opposite  to  that  of  the  after-nystagmus.  It  is  also  evident 
that  those  canals  alone  will  be  affected  by  rotation  whose  planes  are 
at  right  angles  to  the  axis  of  rotation. 

If,  then,  a  patient  is  seated  in  a  suitable  revolving  chair  (Fig. 
225),  head  erect,  and  is  rotated  to  the  right  ten  times,  the  hori- 
zontal canals,  whose  planes  are  now  at  right  angles  to  the  axis 
of  rotation,  will  be  aflfected.    On  rotation  ceasing,  the  endolymph 
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Fig.  226. 

in  the  left  canal  will  have  a  motion  in  the  direction  of  the  utricle, 
while  that  in  the  right  canal  will  have  a  motion  in  the  direction  of 
the  non-ampuUated  end.  If  we  now  apply  our  laws,  we  reason  that 
the  left  centre  is  stimulated  while  the  right  centre  is  inhibited. 
The  left  centre  being  stimulated,  Hoegye's  la\"C'  reminds  us  that 
the  adductor  muscles  of  the  left  eye  and  the  abductors  of  the  right 
contract,  giving  rise  to  a  slow,  vestibular  movement  to  the  right. 
This  is  oarrected  by  a  quick  cortical  movement  in  the  opposite 
direction,  and  the  repetition  of  these  movements  results  in  a  pro- 
longed nystagmus  to  the  left.  This  is  diagrammatically  represented 
in  Fig.  226. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  two  canals,  for  diagrammatic  purposes, 
are  joined  together,  so  that  the  drawing  shows  both  ampullated 
ends,  the  non-atnpu Hated  ends  being  united.  The  arrows  in  the 
ampullae  indicate  the  direction  of  the  cilia  after  rotation.  The  left 
centre  being  stimulated,  the  red  lines  show  the  adductor  muscles 
of  the  same  side  and  the  abductors  of  the  opposite  side  in  con- 
traction. 
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Rotation  of  Ihc  patient  to  ihc  left  will  produce  a  nystapmos 
to  the  right  of  equal  duration.  This  can  be  diagram  mat  ic  ally 
expressed  in  a  manner  similar  to  that  for  rotation  lo  the  tight. 

'J'hc  j>Ianc  ol  the  superior  canals  may  be  brought  at  rijjht  angles 
to  the  axis  of  rotation  by  bending  the  head  of  the  patient  either 
forward  or  backward,  at  an  angle  of  'Ki'.  The  result  of  rotation 
can  he  reasoned  out  as  before.  Thus,  with  tlie  head  bent  forward, 
tlie  united  superior  canals  can  diagrammalicalty  be  represented  as  a 
semicircle  with  the  amputlated  ends  opening  backward.  If  the 
patient  he  now  rotated  ten  time?  to  the  right  and  stopped,  the  after- 
flow  of  the  cndnlymph  will  carry  the  cilia  on  the  left  side  in  the 
direction  of  the  non-antpullated  end,  and  on  the  right  ude  toward 
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the  utricle.  Applying  the  rule,  wc  Rnd  the  left  centre  to  be  slima- 
lated  and  the  right  centre  to  be  inhibited. 

Kollowing  JK»eg>'c's  taw,  wc  will  have  sinvv  vcstihular  move- 
ments of  the  eyes  to  the  rigiit.  with  quick  cortical  corrections  to  the 
left,  resulting  in  a  prolonged  rotatory  nystagmus  to  the  left.  This 
is  diagramtnatically  represented  in  Fig.  227. 

Rotation  to  the  left  with  ihc  head  bent  forward  will  in  a 
similar  manner  give  a  prolonged  rotatory  nystagmus  (o  the  right. 

With  the  head  bent  backward,  ihc  united  superior  rannU  form 
a  semicircle  upcn  in  front.  After  rotation  lo  the  right  in  this  posi- 
tion, the  ampullary  cilia  on  the  left  side  will  be  directed  toward  the 
utricle,  and  (hose  uii  the  right  toward  the  non-ampul lalcd  end. 
Again  applying  the  rule,  we  find  the  right  centre  to  be  stimulated 
and  the  left  inhibited.  There  accordingly  ensues  a  series  of  slow 
vestibular  movemenis  of  the  eyci  In  the  left,  with  quick  cortical 
corrections  to  the  right,  n-sulling  im  a  nrotmigcd  ro|,Ttory  nystau'ninn 
to  the  right.    This  is  diagrannnatically  represented  in  Fig.  228. 
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Kotation  to  the  left  with  the  head  backward  will  give  a  pro- 
l0Tigc<i  r<)t:itnry  nystagmus  to  the  left  and  can  be  reasoned  nut  and 
represented  as  before. 

Before  applying  these  tests  the  patient  should  be  examined  for 
physiological  nystagmus,  and  taught  to  follow  the  movements  of 
the  finger  in  front  of  iJie  eye. 

Immediately  after  turning,  the  upper  lid  of  the  eye  en  the  side 
of  the  expected  nystagmus  should  be  elevated,  and  reflected  light 
from  a  head-mirror  tliruwn  on  the  glube.  'J"lie  duration  of  llie 
nystagmus  from  the  cessation  of  turning  nmil  the  disappearance  of 
the  nystagmus  should  be  carefully  noted  for  each  direction  of  rota- 
tion.   Just  after  rotation  the  nystagmus  will  be  evident  in  all  posi- 
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Fig.  2». 

tions  of  the  eye,  but.  as  the  intensity  diminishes,  the  eye  should  be 
abducted  in  the  direction  of  the  quick  component. 

As  a  rule  it  will  he  sufficient  to  test  for  rotation  reactions  with 
■the  head  erect.  But,  inasmuch  as  the  horiznntal  canals  arc  most 
frequently  employed  in  our  everyday  movements,  they  may  be  diffi- 
cult of  excitation,  and  a  comparison  of  the  results  of  rotation  to 
right  and  left  may  be  unsatisfactory  and  undecisive.  In  such  a  rase 
one  of  the  other  positions  must  he  resorted  to,  and,  while  both  are 
disagreeable  to  the  patient,  that  with  the  head  bent  forward  is  less 
SO,  and  is  therefore  to  be  selected  in  preference  to  the  other. 

FVfore  considering  the  difference  in  the  duration  of  the  after- 
nystagmus  when  one  vestibular  apparatus  is  not  functionating,  the 
following  diagram  is  inserted  to  show  how  the  duration  of  nystag- 
mus may  he  expressed  in  trrms  of  f|iinntily.  Tn  this  diagram  the 
normal  tonus  of  each  centre  i«  represented  hv  the  numeral  5,  and  the 
amount  of  stimulation  or  inliibition  reaching  the  centre  from  the 
peripheral  apparatus  by  the  numeral  1.''. 

Let  the  patient  be  rotated  to  the  right,  head  erect  (Fig.  229). 
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Before  rotation  the  two  centres  balance  each  other  with  a 
normal  tonus  of  5. 

After  rotation,  the  left  centre  receives  an  added  stimulus  of  15, 
so  that  it  is  now  raised  to  the  value  of  20. 

The  right  centre  is  inhibited  to  the  extent  of  15,  so  that  its 
value  is  now  equal  to  zero. 

Left  centre  before  rotation^  S 
Right  centre  before  rotation  =  5 
Left  centre  after  rotation  =20 
Right  centre  after  rotation  =   0 

The  balance  between  the  centres  is  very  evidently  disturbed  in 
favor  of  the  left  and  there  must  result  a  prolonged  nystagmus  to 
the  left. 


Fig.  230. 

With  the  quantitative  method  understood  it  is  comparatively 
a  simple  matter  to  reason  out  what  must  happen  when  one  vestil>- 
ular  apparatus  is  not  functionating,  and  the  patient  is  submitted 
to  rotation  to  right  and  left  with  head  erect  or  bent  forward  or 
backward. 

The  two  following  diagrams  will  be  sufficient  to  show  how  this 
i.s  done.  \Vc  will  suppose  the  right  labyrinth  to  be  destroyed  and 
the  patient  rotated  first  to  the  right  and  then  to  the  left  with  the 
head  bent  backward,  at  90°,  thus  bringing  the  plane  of  the  superior 
canals  at  right  angles  to  the  axis  of  rotation. 

Rotation  of  patient  to  tlie  riglit.  head  bent  backward,  right 
vestibular  apparatus  destroyed  (Fig.  230). 

Before  rotation   ripht  centre  ^5 
Before  rotation  left  centre     ^5 
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After  rotation  the  right  centre  remains  as  before,  no  stimulus 
reaching  it  from  the  destroyed  vestibular  apparatus,     . '.  =  5. 

After  rotation  left  centre  is  completely  inhibited, . '.  ^  0. 

The  balance  between  the  centres  is  disturbed  but  only  to  a 
small  extent,  with  the  result  that  we  expect  a  short  rotatory  nystag- 
mus to  the  right. 

Rotation  of  patient  to  the  left,  head  bent  backward,  right 
vestibular  apparatus  destroyed   (Fig.  231). 

Before  rotation  the  right  centre =    5 

Before  rotation  the  left  centre :=    5 

After  rotation  the  right  centre  remains  unaffected =    5 

Left  centre  receives  added  stimulus  of  15  and  therefore  equals  5  +  15  =  20 
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Fig.  231. 

The  balance  between  the  centres  is  again  disturbed,  but  now 
to  a  marked  degree,  resulting  in  a  prolonged  rotatory  nystagmus  to 
the  left. 

It  will  now  be  understood  that  even  with  one  vestibular  appara- 
tus completely  destroyed  tliere  will  be  nystagmus  on  rotation  in 
both  directions.  As  previously  stated,  nystagmus  to  the  right  is 
from  overbalance  of  the  right  centre,  and  nystagmus  to  the  left 
from  overbalance  of  the  left  centre.  But  a  glance  at  the  first  of 
these  two  diagrams  will  show  that  the  overbalance  of  the  right 
centre  is  not  due  to  added  stimulus  of  that  centre  but  to  complete 
inhibition  of  the  other.  Hence  it  follows  that,  whatever  be  the 
position  of  the  head,  the  patient  must  be  rotated  to  the  right,  the 
duration  of  the  nystagmus  noted,  and  then  rotated  to  the  left  and 
a  similar  observation  made.  Our  deduction  is  to  be  made  from  a 
comparison  of  these  two  figures.  Therp  is  considerable  room  for 
error,  because  our  methods  are  not  mathematically  exact  and  due 
allowance  for  this  must  be  made.    If  the  duration  of  nystagmus  on 
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one  side  is  half  the  duration  of  the  other,  it  is  not  saf<  to  conclude 
that  the  vestibular  apparatus  on  the  side  of  the  shorter  duration 
is  destroyed.  Other  tests  must  be  employed.  But,  if  the  duration 
of  nystagmus  on  one  side  is  one-third  or  less  than  one-third  that  of 
the  other,  it  is  strong  presumptive  evidence  of  the  destruction  of 
one  vestibular  apparatus. 

To  take  a  concrete  example:  Suppose  that  after  rotation  to 
the  right  in  the  erect  position  a  patient  exhibits  nystagmus  to  the 
left  for  thirty-five  seconds  and  after  rotation  to  the  left  he  exhibits 
nystagmus  to  the  right  for  eight  seconds. 

It  is  evident  that  the  same  amount  of  stimulation  is  not  reach- 
ing each  centre  from  its  corresponding  vestibular  apparatus  on 
rotation,  and,  remembering  that  nystagmus  to  the  right  is  the 
result  of  stimulation  of  the  right  centre,  it  is  easy  to  conclude  that 
the  right  vestibular  apparatus  is  not  functionating. 

Caloric  Reactions. — The  caloric  reactions  are  due  to  endolymph 
movements  as  are  the  rotation  reactions,  but  are  obtained  by  the  appli- 
cation of  heat  or  cold  to  the  outer  labyrinthine  wall.  It  is  a  well- 
known  physical  law  that,  if  heat  be  applied  to  a  vessel  containing* 
fluid,  a  current  in  the  fluid  will  be  set  up  in  a  direction  upward  from 
the  point  of  application  of  the  heat.  Conversely,  if  cold  be  applied, 
the  current  in  the  fluid  will  be  in  a  downward  direction.  If  we 
consider  the  canal  system  as  a  vessel  containing  fluid  and  direct  a 
stream  of  water  above  the  body  temperature  through  the  external 
meatus  against  the  outer  labyrinthine  wall,  there  will  result  a 
slight  movement  of  the  endolymph  vertically  upward  in  all  the 
canals.  But  it  is  evident  that  only  in  that  particular  canal  whose 
ampulla  occupies  a  vertical  direction — that  is,  whose  long  axis  is  at 
right  angles  in  a  vertical  direction  to  the  stream  of  hot  water,  will 
there  be  a  corresponding  change  of  direction  of  the  ampullary  cilia. 
Thus,  with  the  head  erect,  injection  of  hot  or  cold  water  will  alter 
the  direction  of  the  cilia  in  the  superior  canal  alone.  With  the  head 
bent  forward  or  backward  at  an  angle  of  90°  the  change  of  direc- 
tion of  cilia  will  occur  in  the  horizontal  canal. 

If  we  remember  Hoegye's  law,  and  also  the  rule  that,  in  the 
external  semicircular  canal,  movement  of  the  cilia  toward  the 
utricle  causes  stimulation,  and  that,  in  the  superior  canal,  movement 
in  the  direction  of  the  non-ampullated  end  causes  stimulation,  we 
are  ready  to  reason  out  the  results  of  tlie  application  of  heat  or  cold 
in  the  different  positions  of  the  head. 

The  following  diagram  illustrates  the  eflfect  of  syringing  the 
rigiit  car  witii  water  above  the  temperature  of  the  endolymph,  the 
head  being  erect  (Fig.  232) : — 

It  will  be  noted  tiiat  after  sufficient  irrigation  the  cilia  in  the 
ampulla  of  the  superior  canal  will  have  a  direction  toward  the  non- 
ampuUatcd  end.  This  is  the  direction  of  stimulation,  and,  accord- 
ingly, applying  tlie  law  of  Hoegj'e.  there  will  result  slow  vestib- 
ular movements  of  the  eyes  to  the  left,  each  corrected  by  a  quick 
cortical  movement  to  tlie  right — in  short,  there  will  be  evident 
a  nystagmus  to  the  right. 
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It  coltl  water  be  used  the  cilia  will  be  directed  toward  the 
utricle.  This  being  tlic  posiiioti  i>f  inhibition,  the  left  centre  uvcr- 
balanccs  the  right  and  there  accordingly  results  a  scries  of  slow 
vestibular  movements  to  the  right  with  quick  corrections  to  the 
Icfi,  or,  in  brief,  nystagmus  to  the  left. 

The  following  diagram  il Indurates  the  efTect  of  ?yringinpf  the 
left  ear  with  cold  water,  the  head  being  benl  forward  at  an  angle 
of  90'^.  We  are  now,  therefore,  dealing  with  the  horizontal  canal 
(F}g.2.W>:- 

.-Vficr  irrigation,  the  cilia  will  be  directed  toward  the  utricle,  which 
is  the  position  of  stimulation.     The  left  centre  lieing  the  more  active. 
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the  ^low  vestibular  movements  are  to  the  right,  with  the  rapid  cortical 
corrections  to  the  left.     There  results  nystagmus  to  the  left. 

If  hot  water  be  used  the  after-position  of  the  cilia  will  be  toward 
the  non-ampiillated  end.  'i'his  being  the  position  of  inliibition  the  right 
centre  becomes  the  more  active,  with  a  respiting  nyi^tr.gmn?  to  the  right. 

With  the  head  bent  backwanl  at  an  angle  of  90"  the  results  can 
be  reasoned  otit  in  a  precisely  similar  mamier. 

The  caloric  tests  arc  applied  to  distinguish  between  a  fitnctionaiing 
and  a  non- functionating  vestibular  apparatus.  Even  with  a  functionat- 
ing apparatus  Ihey  may  fail  because  of  our  inability  to  raise  or  lower 
the  tcni].teraiure  of  the  endnlymph  in  the  presence  of  polypi,  excessive 
jjranulaiion  or  cholcsteatomatous  masses.  Coagulation  of  the  endo- 
K-mph  may  also  on  certain  <Kcasions  be  the  cause  of  failure  of  the 
caloric  reactions. 

In  applying  the  tests  a  graduatetl  irrigator  should  be  employc<l  so 
that  the  exact  amount  of  walcr  necessary  to  begin  the  nystagmus  may 
be  accurately  noted.  Tlic  temperature  of  the  water  should  also  be 
exactly  determined  bv  the  use  of  a  thermometer.  The  examiner  should 
raise  the  upper  lid  of  the  eye  and  throw  reflected  light  upon  the  globe. 
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It  is  to  be  remembered  that  this  test  depends  entirely  upon  the  physical 
laws  governing  the  application  of  heat  or  cold.  '1  he  stream  oi  fluid 
must  be  applied  without  force,  and  the  height  of  the  irrigator  be  such 
as  to  eliminate  any  suspicion  of  mechanical  disturbance  of  intra- 
labyrinthine  pressure. 

The  cold-water  test  is  intensely  disagreeable  to  the  patient  who  has 
a  functionating  vestibular  apparatus  and  should  be  discontinued  upon 
the  first  sensation  of  dizziness. 

As  a  general  rule,  water  warmer  than  the  body  temperature  will 
excite  hot-water  nystagmus  and  vice  versa.  It  is  therefore  essential  to 
know  the  body  temperature  at  the  time  of  making  the  tests.  Tlie  tem- 
perature of  the  patient  may  be  considerably  over  normal,  and.  should 
no  provision  be  made  for  this,  we  may  obtain  the  cold-water  reaction 
when  v/e  are  attempting  to  elicit  the  hot-water  rystagmus. 

NO  DMTURBANCe  OP  BALANCE: 
NO  NYSTAGMUS 


AHWLLA  OP 
irr  SUP' CANAL 

Fig.  234. 

It  is  also  worthy  of  note  that  the  local  temperature  of  the  endo* 
lymph  may  be  above  the  body  temperature  in  inflammatory  conditions 
about  the  labyrinth,  and  due  allowance  must  lie  made  for  this. 

Cold  reactions  can  be  obtained  in  normal  cases  with  the  water  at  a 
temperature  of  about  68°  F.  In  inflammatory  conditions,  spoken  of 
above,  tliey  may  be  elicitetl  witli  water  at  a  temperature  of  86°  F. 

It  may  become  of  the  utmost  import  in  the  course  of  a  radical 
operatitin  to  detennine  wiiether  or  not  the  vestibular  apparatus  is 
functionating.  The  caloric  tests  can  be  applied,  but  on  account  of  the 
anesthesia  tliere  will  be  no  cortical  corrections.  So  that,  instead  of 
tlie  usual  nystagmus,  we  will  only  obtain  a  slow  vestibular  movement  of 
the  eyes,  in  the  direction  determined  by  the  position  of  the  head  and 
car  involved.  Tlie  eyes  will  remain  in  this  position  until  the  cilia 
resume  their  normal  direction. 

The  results  of  making  cakiric  tests  in  all  the  examples  which  have 
been  given  have  had  reference  to  cases  in  which  the  vestibular  appa- 
ratus has  been  functionating.  Where  the  vestibular  apparatus  is  not 
functionating,  the  result  must  be  negative,  as  will  readily  be  understood 
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from  tlie  following  (tia};,'ram.  in  which  hot-water  irriffation  is  niado 
in  the  right  car.  presupposing  destruction  of  the  right  labyrinth, 
head  erect  (Fig-.  234). 

After  irrigatian,  Uie  vestibular  nerve  being  destroyed,  neither 
stimulation  nor  inhibition  will  affect  the  right  centre.  There  will  be  mo 
iiisturlianre  of  balance  of  the  centres,  and  nn  nystagnuis. 

Fistula  Test.— As  its  name  implies,  this  test  is  only  to  be  elicited 
in  those  cases  in  whtrb  there  is  a  pathological  opening  In  the  ontcr  wall 
of  the  labyrintli.  When  the  reaction  is  obtained,  il  will  l>c  evidence 
not  only  of  the  presence  of  a  Bstttla.  hut  also  of  a  functionating  ves- 
'tihular  apparatus,  and  for  that  reason  may  very  well  !)C  the  fir^t  tc-st 
used  in  chronic  discharging  cases  with  vestibular  symptoms.  As  with 
the  caloric  reactions,  this  test  may  fail  because  of  the  presence  of  granu- 
lation or  cholesteatomatous  tnasses. 

Tlie  test  is  also  known  from  the  method  of  application  as  the 
compression  and  aspiration  lest. 

The  results  here,  as  in  the  rotation  and  caloric  test'!,  are  obtained 
by  movements  of  the  cndolyniph.  and  Mocgye's  law  and  the  othtr  laws 
with  reference  to  tlic  positions  of  stimulation  and  inhibition  also  apply. 

Kxpcriencc  lias  shown  that  fistula:  fX'ciir  most  commonly  in  the 
external  horizontal  canal  because  of  its  position  on  the  Boor  of  the 
aditus  and  exposure  to  carious  processes.  The  next  most  common  site 
of  fistula  is  in  the  nciglitwrhood  of  the  oval  window,  after  which  the 
promontory  is  most  likely  to  he  involved. 

It  would  seem  at  first  glance,  when  a  fistula  is  pre.sent  and  the 
reaction  can  be  obtainc*!.  that  it  would  be  a  simple  matter  to  determine 
from  the  ocniar  mnvement  the  exact  position  of  the  carious  opening. 
But.  when  we  consider  that  cndolymph  may  be  moved  into  all  the 
ampulUe  when  the  breach  ni  the  'juter  labyrinthine  wall  is  near  the  oval 
window,  it  will  iramediatelv  be  a)>parent  that  the  question  may  become 
very  complicated.  Accordingly,  in  the  light  of  our  present  knowledge, 
it  is  sufiicitiit  to  say  that,  when  compression  brings  about  a  certain 
movement  of  the  eyeballs  and  when  aspiration  causes  a  movement  in 
the  opposite  direction,  we  can  make  tlie  diagnosis  of  a  fistulous  opening 
in  the  outer  wall  of  the  labyrinth.  Should  this  oi>ening.  on  operation, 
not  lie  found  in  the  horizontal  canal,  it  should  be  sought  for  either 
alxiut  the  oval  window  or  on  the  promontory. 

l''ailnre  to  obtain  the  reaction  on  compression  and  aspiration  will 
not  e.tclude  the  possible  presence  of  a  fistula. 

Method  of  Makinij  the  Test. — A  Politwr  lag  is  used  with  a  piece 
of  rubber  tubing  and  an  appropriate  olive  tip  to  fit  snugly  into  the 
external  meatus.  To  m.ike  compression  the  olive  tip  is  placol  cor- 
rectly in  tlie  car  anrl  (be  bulb  s(|ueezed.  To  make  aspiration  the  bag 
is  rir^t  emptied  of  air,  the  olive  tip  fitted  into  the  meatus  and  the  bag 
allowed  to  expand. 

faltaries. — It  has  already  iK-cn  mentioned  that  the  reaction  may 
twt  be  obtaine<l  even  in  the  presence  of  a  fistula  when  the  opening  is 
blocked  by  granulation.s  or  a  cholesteatoma.  In  certain  subjects  the 
entrance  of  cold  air  into  Ihe  meatus  may  pivc  rise  to  the  symptoms  of  a 
cold-water  reaction.  This  will  not  be  difficult  of  differential  diagnosis, 
as  will  be  shown  later,  but  should  be  home  in  mind. 
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When  the  Eustachian  tube  is  wide  open  there  may  be  such  a  rapid 
escape  of  air  by  tliis  means  that  sufficient  condensation  is  not  allowed 
to  produce  the  reaction.  In  adults  tlie  condition  of  the  tube  can  be 
determined  beforehand  by  the  use  of  the  catheter,  and  the  employment 
of  Valsalva's  method  at  the  time  of  practising  compression  should 
eliminate  this  source  of  error. 

Results  of  Compression  and  Aspiration. — When  a  fistula  is  present 
and  accessible,  and  compression  is  made,  a  true  nystagmus  does  not 
result.'  There  is  instead  a  slow  conjugate  deviation  of  both  eyes  in  a 
direction  depending  upon  the  canal  involved  and  the  direction  of  the 
endolymph  movement  in  that  particular  canal.  The  eyes  will  slowly 
resume  the  normal  position.  Upon  aspiration  there  will  be  a  slow 
conjugate  deviation  of  the  eyes  in  the  opjKJsite  direction.  Remember- 
ing what  has  been  said  above  with  regani  to  the  limitations  of  the 
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I-is.  235.  Fig.  23.'^ 

conclusions  that  can  be  drawn  from  the  results  of  these  tests,  the  fol- 
lowing diajjram  shows  the  theoretical  effect  of  compression  when  a 
fistula  is  present  in  the  left  horizontal  canal  (Fig.  235): — 

On  compression  the  cilia  will  be  directed  toward  the  utricle,  which 
in  die  horizontal  canal  is  the  direction  of  stimulation.  The  left  centre 
is  thercf<)rc  the  more  active  and  there  results  a  strong  .slow  movement 
of  bi>th  eyes  to  the  right. 

Tlie  f(il]iiwin<j  diagram  s!iows  the  result  of  aspiration  of  the 
same  canal  ( l-'i^.  236)  : — 

Alter  aspiration  the  cilia  will  l)e  directed  toward  the  non-ampul- 
latcd  cud.  wliich  in  the  horizontal  canal  is  the  direction  of  inhibition. 
The  left  centre  being  inhibitC'l.  the  right  overbalances  and  becomes 
weakly  positive.  The  result  is  therefore  a  weak,  slow  movement  to 
the  left. 

When  the  fistula  is  in  the  superior  canal,  the  results  of  compres- 
sion and   aspiration  can  be   reasoned  out  as  above.     As  mentioned 
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before,  the  effect  of  compression  and  aspiration,  when  the  fistula  i&  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  oval  window,  is  more  complicated,  and  Uie 
[tyc  movements  will  depend  upon  whether  the  superior  or  horizuntal 
il  is  affected. 

Galvanic  Tests. — In  the*  rotation,  caloric  and  hi-iula  tests 
lystagmiiH  results  from  stimulation  or  inhibition  of  one  of  tlie  centres 
by  change  of  position  of  the  ampullar)*  cilia.  In  the  galvanic  tests  no 
such  change  of  direction  of  cilia  follows,  but  nystagmus  results  from 
altered  electrical  tension  of  one  or  other  of  the  centres  by  conduction 
along  the  vestibular  ncr\e.  If  one  electrode  be  held  tn  the  hand  and  the 
other  applied  in  front  of  the  tragus,  nystagmus  and  vertigo  will  be 
proihiced. 

Living  tissue,  mtiscle,  nerve  centre,  etc..  is  in  a  state  of  cateleclro- 
tonus.     In  making  the  tests  the  ordinary  wall  cabinet  with  milliampere- 
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meter  and  pole  switch  U  employed.  One  electrode  is  held  in  the  hand 
and  the  other  is  applied  in  front  of  the  tragu<>.  The  sponge*,  the  band 
and  the  area  in  front  of  the  ear  must  be  thorougldy  moistened  with 
normal  salt  solution. 

The  examiner  as  in  the  other  tests  must  throw  the  light  from  his 
head-mirror  on  the  eye.  must  raise  the  upper  lid  and  he  on  the  watch 
for  the  first  appearance  of  the  nystagmus.  The  current  is  turne*!  on 
and  gradually  increasetl  until  nystagmus  appears.  The  reading  of  the 
meter  is  nttierl  a.f  well  as  the  direction  of  the  nystagmus.  The  jjoIcs 
are  then  reversed  and  the  same  procedure  followed.  The  other  ear  is 
then  investigated  in  exactly  the  same  way.  Whichever  pole  is  applied 
in  front  of  ihe  tragus,  the  nystagmus  will  always  be  to  the  cathode. 
Remembering  that  the  centres'  are  in  a  state  of  r'atelectrotonos,  this  is 
tliagrammatically  represented  for  both  pole?  in  Fig.  237. 

Rcforc  the  current  is  turned  on.  both  centres  are  equally  balanced 
in  a  stale  of  catclectrolonu-s.  Tlie  cathode  is  now  applied  to  the  right 
ear.  There  results  a  distnrljance  of  balance  in  favor  of  the  right 
centre.    Applying  Hocgye's  law.  there  follows  a  scries  of  slow  move- 
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ntetits  to  the  left,  with  cortical  corrections  to  the  right,  or  rotatory 
nystagmus  to  the  right,  or  nystagmus  to  the  cathode.  Af^Ucation  of 
the  anode  to  the  right  ear  is  shown  in  Fig.  238. 

On  the  appHcation  of  the  anode  to  the  right  ear  the  catelectro- 
tonus  of  the  right  centre  is  diminished  and  a  disturbance  of  balance 
between  the  centres  results,  in  favor,  however,  of  the  left.  The  slow 
movement  is  therefore  to  the  right  and  the  nystagmus  to  the  left  The 
anode  having  been  applied  to  the  right  ear,  the  nystagmus  is  away  from 
the  anode — that  is,  it  is  as  before,  to  the  cathode. 

In  normal  cases  nystagmus  will  be  brought  about  on  the  ai^lication 
of  the  cathode  by  an  equal  amount  of  current  on  each  side,  and  on  the 
application  of  the  anode  by  an  equal  amount  on  each  side. 

Six  milliamperes  is  the  average   amount  necessary  to  produce 
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nystagmus  when  the  cathode  is  applied,  and  8  or  9  milliamperes  the 
average  amount  when  the  anode  is  applied.  The  cathodal  and  anodal 
amounts  on  one  side  should  exactly  balance  the  cathodal  and  anodal 
amounts  on  the  other. 

In  the  early  period  of  a  labyrinthine  suppuration,  galvanic  reactions 
may  be  obtained  even  when  the  rotation  and  caloric  reactions  are  nega- 
tive. Later,  however,  degeneration  of  tlie  vestibular  nerve  follows 
destruction  of  its  end  organ,  and  when  this  has  occurred  the  galvanic 
reactions  will  not  l)e  elicited.  If  a  vestibular  apparatus  be  destroyed 
the  centre  on  that  side  either  is  weakly  catelectrotonic  or  anelectro- 
tonic.  With  one  labyrinth  destroyed  the  average  milliamperage  neces- 
sary to  produce  ny>tagnuis  is  for  the  cathode  10  and  for  the  anode  4. 
With  one  labyrintli  hyperesthetic  the  average  milliamperage  is  for  the 
cathode  1  and  for  the  anode  11  or  12. 

The  electrode  wliich  is  applied  in  front  of  the  tragus  should  be 
fitted  witli  a  "make  and  break"  mechanism. 

The  following  tables,  devised  by  Dr,  George  W.  Mackenzie,  show 
the  comparison  of  the  cathodal  and  anodal  opening  and  closing  nystag- 
mus : — 
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Nonnal  nerve  :^ 

K  C  N  >  K  O  N 
AO  N  >  A  C  N 

2.  \'estil>ular  apjraratus  ticstroyed : — 

K  O  N  >  K  C  N 
A  C  N  >  A  O  X 

SECTION  II. 

General  Rctnarks. — The  labyrinthine  capsule  is  composed  of 
dcTisc.  harrl  ivory  Ik)iic,  part  oi  which — the  outer  (lateral)  wall — forms 
the   mesial   wall   of   ihe   tympanic   cavity.     The   labyrinth   \s   the 


Fig.  239. — Mnemonic  diagram  of  the  caniilicular  syalrni  of  the  right 
*ide.  0,  The  ampulla  "f  ihf  )iu;tzont;il  semicircular  c;iiul.  b.  The  ampulla 
of  llie  anterior  vertical  (superior )  canal,  c.  The  ampulla  of  the  posterior 
vcrlicdl  (posterior)  canal.  4,  The  confltienee  ef  the  two  vertical  caiiali. 
t.  The  convejctty  of  the  horiiomal  taiial.  /,  The  convexity  of  the  anterior 
vertical  canal,  g.  The  c<iiivcxiiy  nf  the  posterior  vertical  canal,  (From 
Karaiij-'s  "E^v4i(i)r>|{i<^  imd  F.-tthologie  jcs  Uogeiigang-Apparales  B^im 
MenKheii."  with  permission.) 

wonderful  organ  of  eijuililirium  and  also  of  sound  perception.  The 
hardness  of  the  capsult-  and  its  anatomical  structures  st-cm  to  be  so 
arranged  by  nature  that  ihey  form  an  unusually  strong  barrier 
a(P»it)'*l  invasion  by  purulent  processes.  It  is  estimated  by  Cezold 
that  the  labyrinth  becomes  involved  in  the  necrotic  process  only 
once  in  500  cases  of  chronic  purulent  otitis  media.  Fricdrich  and 
Hinshcrfj.  on  the  other  hand,  estimate  it?  rxrcurrencc  once  in  100 
cases.  Many  cases  occur  during  the  first  ten  years  of  life  and  pass 
nnrccocnizcd  (I.afaycttp  I'aije). 

The  most  vulnerahle  points  in  the  labyrinthine  wall  arc  the 
horizontal    semicircular    canal,    the    fenestra    ovalis,    the    fenestra 
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rotunda,  the  promontory,  and  from  the  cranial  side  the  inlcmal 
auditory  meatus. 

The  mnemonic  diagram  o{  the  canalicular  system  of  tlic  right 
side  devised  by  Barany  (Fig.  2Jyj  is  a  valuable  aid  to  the  proper 


T'tg.  240.— Dissection  of  the  temporal  Ikjiic,  wiih  key  plate.  In  whicl 
the  mastoid  anrf  rygnmatic  cell*  have  hftn  enlifflr  excavated,  iht-  F^lloftianJ 
canal    opened,    the    M-itiirin-ulHr    enitaU    um-:ip|Mrd,    and    a    purttuii    of   the 
petrous  ponion  cut  away,  di-pii-tiiiE  the  nlaiion  of  the  canalicular  syrtcni 
to  the  facial  nerve,  the  niaatoid  antnim.  ihe  internal  auditory  meatus  an^' 
the   carotid   canal.     (Krom   Dr.    William    M.    Duiiuing's   collection 
temporal  bones.) 

understanding  of  the  relation  of  these  important  structures.  The 
relatiirti  of  the  semicircular  canals  lo  iht-  facial  nerve,  Ihe  mastoid 
antrum,  the  carotid  canal  and  the  internal  auditory  meatus  is  >bfjwn 
in   the  accompanying  dissection  of   the   tem[>oral   bone    ifig.   240). 
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The  relation  oi  the  semicircular  canals  lo  the  middle  cranial  fossa. 
to  the  sigmoid  sinus,  to  the  facial  nerve,  and  to  the  oval  window  is 
depicted  in  the  dissection  shown  in  t'lg.  241. 

MECHANICS  AND  MODE  OF  INVASION,  WITH  RELATIVE 
PATHOLOGIC  NOTES. 

The  labyrinth  may  be  invaded  by  a  purulent  process  from 
three  sources:  (a)  from  the  tympanic  cavity:  {b)  from  the  blood- 
currents  within  the  labyrinth  :  (<■  i  from  the  meninges. 
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Kcy  ptau  tor  Fig.  240. 

(i)  Invasion  £rcm  the  Tympanic  Cavity. — When  the  middle- 
car  spaces  are  ihc  seal  nf  a  purulcnl  k'simi.  it  is  p^issihle  thai  the 
labyrinth  may  become  involved  through  what  Boenningliaiis  calls 
a  "collateral  hyperemia."  Tlic  majority  of  all  cases,  however,  do 
not  originate  in  this  manner,  the  most  Cffmmon  origin  being  that 
fi>und  in  cases  where  a  chronic  middle-car  snppuratiini  advances 
and  during  its  proffrcss  attacks  the  labyrinthine  wall  and  finally 
invades  'he  dcliratc  slrnctures  within  the  labyrinthine  capsule. 
This  ivpe  of  labvrinthitis  i*  observed  with  tn"cs'cr  frequency  amonfj 
those  cases  of  chronic  purulent  otitis  media  Jn  which  cholesteatoma 
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is  the  dominant  factor  in  the  middle-ear  lesion.  Tuberculous  and 
postscarlatinal  chronic  purulent  otitis  media  also  pmducc  many 
cases  oi  this  lyi>c  of  purulent  labyrinthitis. 

Finally,  when  ihe  chronic  otorrhea  is  the  clinical  manifestation 
of  chronic  suppuration  of  the  mucous  membrane  only,  the  labyrinth 
is.  rarely  invaded. 


Fig.  241.— 1  ■    i!,.    1.              ■;■:»•.  «-itli  key  i>l;.lc.     The 

Fallopiaii  cun.:'  r      1.                     Ow  rcl:itioii  of  thr  laitvr 

Id  ihc  mi<1d)e  •i.iin.ii  ^ll.1^.I.  iiu  31kii>"i>i  ^mmi,  mr  facia)  mrv«,  the  jugular 

bulb  and  the  oval  wintlow.  (Author's  collvclion.) 

(b)  Invasion  from  the  Blood-vessels. — The  intimate  vascular 
connection  between  the  lateral  sinus  and  the  petrosal  sinuses  and 
the  labyrinthine  vessels  render*  very  pr.s>iihlc  infection  of  the 
labyrinth  along  these  venoujL  channel:*  bv  metastasis  and  without 
the  production  of  fistulous  openings  in  the  labyrinthine  capsule.* 
However,  such  an  invasion  through  the  blood-stream  is  rare 
and  when  it  does  occur  usually  it  is  found  amonf^  those  affected  by 
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sypliilis.  Among  the  cases  occurring;  in  persons  in  tJic  secondary 
sta^c  of  syphilis  the  symptunts  show  a  distinct  nerve  deafness, 
wliich  mav  or  may  not  he  accompanied  hy  vertigo.  Hoenninghaus 
deems  it  doubtful  whether  or  not  this  type  of  labyrinthitis  is  a  true 
labyrintliitis  or  simply  a  neuritis  oE  the  auditory  and  vestibular 
ner\'es.  On  the  other  hand,  in  the  tertiary  stages  of  syphilis 
Downie   found   the  labyrinth   filled   in   with  bone  deposits,  and 
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Manasse  observed  new  connective-tissue  formation  within  the 
perilymphatic  space?*  in  addition  to  a  neuritis  vi  the  acoustic  nerve. 

The  cases  of  labyrinthitis  which  accompany  hereditary  syphilis 
usually  arc  non-purulent;  both  ears  are  involved,  and  the  patients 
exhibit  Hutchinson  teeth,  and  also  ?iKniticant  scars  and  ulcers 
within  the  nares  and  the  mouth,  and  additionally  show  characteris- 
tic <\frnii  ui>on  the  skin.  In  doubtful  cases  the  Wassermann  or  the 
Nogtichi  blood  test  (sec  page  435*  furnisher  additional  data. 

(i'\  Invasion  from  the  Meninges. — This  type  of  labyrinthine 
invasion  results  in  dcafmuiism.  Deafmutes  nf  this  type  have 
Auffered  from  an  acute  infection  nf  the  meninges,  cither  in  the  form 
of  meningitis  purulenta  or  epidemic  cerebrospinal  meningitis,  from 
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which  they  have  emerged  with  more  or  less  impairment  of  tlte 
labyrinthine  function. 

According  to  the  observation  of  Habcrmann,  the  infection 
invades  tlic  aquaducius  cochlea;  and  progressively  involves  the 
lympli  channels  and  the  acoustic  nerve,  thereby  prndui'inf;  primary 
infection  of  the  cndoIymi)h  spaces,  or  primarily  involving  the 
perilymphatic  spaces. 

The  Ins.s  tif  labyrinthine  function  is  immediate,  but,  l»ecau$e  for 
ihe  most  pan  ihc  victim.-?  are  children,  the  destructive  lesion  in  the 
labyrinth  is  not  immediately  rccogniired. 

The  cases,  however,  which  mostly  interest  us  here  are  those 
in  which  the  purulent  process  progresses  from  the  niiddlc-ear 
s[>accs  into  the  labyrinth.  Deafmutism  and  the  non-purulent  dis- 
eases of  the  labyrinth  are  elsewhere  discussed  (Chapter  XXVIII). 


GENERAL  PATHOLOGY. 

Purulent  labyrinthitis  presents,  pathologically,  a  destruction 
of  part  of  the  labyrinthine  capsule,  and  a  total  or  partial  destruc* 
ti on— according  to  the  stage  at  which  the  lesion  is  cxamined^)f  the 
structures  of  the  membranous  labyrinth.  The  principal  lesion  may 
be  located  at  one  or  at  both  of  the  labyrinthine  windows,  fmm 
whose  recesses  pus  exudes.  Where  the  oval  window  is  the  seat  of 
the  lesion  the  annular  ligament  and  footplate  of  the  stape*  may  be 
entirely  destroyed;  or  there  may  be  a  defect  through  which  pus 
exudes  and  around  which  granulation  tissue  may  be  mns.sed. 
These  structures  may  all  be  destroyed  and  an  opening  left,  through 
which  piirtiicnt  -accretions  pass  freely  from  the  middU-  car  into  the 
ve^tibuIc  nf  ttic  labyrinth.  There  is  every  reason  to  suspect.  logic- 
ally— ahbough  fmm  its  more  hidden  position  it  is  less  likely  to 
exhibit  cvitleiicc  of  its  exisicnrc — ihnt  ilie  nuind  window  cnmmonly 
plays  a  part  as  the  entrance  seal  of  the  invasion. 

The  continuity  of  the  labyrinthine  capsule  is  often  broken  at 
the  most  prominent  portion  of  the  horizontal  semicircular  canal. 
These  lesions  are  of  varying  sizes,  from  small  perforations  to  large 
defects. 

The  promontory  rarely  presents  a  fistulous  opening,  according 
to  Friedrich  (I'W).  Where  such  a  fistula  is  found  granulatiim 
tisHUe  usually  surrounds  the  opening,  and  through  the  masses  of 
granulations  the  pus  oozes  into  the  tympanum. 

Among  the  cases  wherein  the  labyrinth  becomes  invaded  from 
the  cranial  side,  we  find,  pathologically,  that  there  is  a  marked 
enlargement  <if  the  labyrinthine  spaces,  and  the  fistulous  openings 
break  from  within  the  labyrinth  outward. 

Again,  when  necrosis  ts  the  predominating  lesion  in  the  dis- 
ease of  ihe  tympanic  cavity,  the  labyrinth  is  often  found  tn  be 
destroyed,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent.  When  this  i^  the  pathological 
finding  the  case  is  designated  as  one  of  "panotitis." 

The  purulent  process  in  the  labyrinth  may  either  be  diffuse  or 
cirmmscribcd, — in  other  words,  it  may  affect  the  whole  mem- 
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branous  tab\Tinth,  or  involve  only  a  pan  of  this  structure.  Wlicn 
the  latter  condition  i^  present  it  is  nut  unusual  to  lind  the  remainder 
nf  the  labyrinth  walled  off  from  the  infection.  This  latter  finding 
is  the  rule  whenever  the  lesion  involves  the  horizontal  semicircular 
canal.  In  the  majority  of  cases  the  purulent  process  is  barred 
fruni  the  cranium,  througli  adhesive  processes  ia  the  i>erincural 
and  perivascular  lymph  spaces.  In  such  cases  tlie  brain  and 
mcninKC"*  arc  cut  off  from  intercommunication  with  the  labyrin- 
thine fluid,  and,  linally,  as  shown  in  the  sj-philitic  cases,  new  con- 
nective-tissue deposits  and  also  new  bone  formation  may  occur, 
which  circumscribe  the  purulent  process  and  act  as  barriers  against 
its  advance  toward  the  cranium. 

In  another  group  of  cases  the  process  has  been  so  acute  that 
nature  has  not  been  permitted  to  establish  barriers  to  the  advance 
of  the  infection.  Not  only  does  diffuse  labyrinthitis  rr^ult.  but  the 
meninges  and  cerebellum  arc  liable  to  become  infected,  with  a 
resulting  meningitis  or  cerebellar  abscess. 

COURSE  OF  THE  DISEASE. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  functionating  labyrinth  once 
destroyed  can  ever  be  restored.  However,  the  cessatiuii  of  the 
purulent  process  not  only  is  possible,  but  often  docs  occur  even 
without  surgical  intervention.  Kinslicrg  holds  that  postscarla- 
tinal labyrinthine  suppuration  tends  to  heal,  an  observation  sub- 
stantiated by  Iloenninghaus  in  the  study  of  deafmutes  in  the 
Ureslau  Ueafmulc  Asylum. 

When  cholesteatoma  is  the  predominating  factor,  spontaneous 
healing — that  is.  cure  without  resort  to  surgery,  is  less  probable. 

In  cases  of  diiTuse  labyrinthitis— that  is.  where  no  encapsula- 
tion takes  place,  and  prompt  relief  is  not  obtained  through  surgical 
means,  death  speedily  endues  from  meningitis  or  brain  abscess. 
This  is  the  rule  in  cases  of  acute  labyrinthitis  which  are  induced 
by  acule  purulent  otitis  media.  Where  encapsulation  takes  place 
(circtim scribed  labyrinthitis!  any  operative  procedure  on  the  middle 
car.  the  necessary  eniploymeni  of  the  chisel  during  the  technique 
of  the  radical  mastoid  operation  where  extensive  cburnization  is 
present,  the  injudicious  use  of  the  probe  during  examinations  or  at 
the  operating  table,  all  these  arc  factors  which  by  destroying 
protective  barriers  and  breaking  down  adhesions  may  arouse  into 
activity  the  encapsulated  process  and  thus  ctmvert  the  circum- 
scribed labyrinthitis  into  one  of  the  diffuse  type  precisely  as  the 
latent  and  encapsulated  brain  abscess  through  similar  measures  is 
aroused  into  activity.  Zeroni  reported  having  collected  40  cases  of 
labyrinthitis,  in  75  per  cent,  nf  which  their  activity  was  thus 
aroused. 

The  eighth  ner\-e  fnervus  acu»iticusl.  formerly  considered  one 
nerve,  is  now  recognized  as  (wo  distinct  entities:  (a)  the  cochlear 
nerve  and  (h)  the  vestibular  nerve.  The  former,  di-itribiited  finally 
to  Corti's  organ,  is  the  nerve  of  hearing,  and  the  latter,  distributed 
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to  the  vestibule  and  semicircular  canals,  is  concerned  with  the 
funclions  of  orienUtioii  and  equilibrium. 

Purulent  invasion  of  the  labyrinth  disturbs  or  destroys  the 
functional  aciiviiy  uf  the  nerve.  In  the  early  stages  of  ihc  disease 
the  symptuiiis  are  the  direct  result  of  irritation  to  tlic  organs  con- 
trolling equilibrium  and  uricntatiun,  and  also  disturbance  of  the 
auditory  function.  Later,  the  symptoms  arc  due  to  complete  de- 
struction of  the  end  organs  of  both  cochlear  and  vestibular  branche* 
on  the  affected  ^ide,  or  to  the  unbalanced  action  of  the  vestibular 
component  of  the  labyrinth  on  the  opposite  or  unaffected  side  of  the 
head.  The  symptoms  which  are  evoked  by  interference  with  the 
vestibular  apparatus  and  the  experimental  (diagnostic)  tests  of  the 
labyrinthine  functions  are  described  in  Sectitm  I  of  this  chapter. 

The  student  should  here  note  that  nystagmus,  vertigo  and  dis- 
turbances of  equilibrium  are  cither  spantanfous  or  induced.  When 
they  arc  the  result  of  disease  and  arc  exhibited  by  the  patient 
when  he  presents  himself  for  examination,  they  are  spontaneous. 
When  we  elicit  them  bv  the  api>lic;itinn  of  our  rotation,  caloric  ur^ 
other  tests,  they  are  induced  or  cxpcrimetttaL 


THE  CLINICAL  PICTURE. 

The  details  of  the  clinical  picture  may  be  g^rouped  as:  (d) 
general  symptoms,  such  as  fever,  headache,  nausea,  and  vomiting, 
and  (^>  special  sympioms.  such  as  tinnitus,  deafness,  co-ordination 
disturbances,  facial  paralysis,  and  the  objective  signs  obtained,  as 
described,  by  the  rotation^  caloric,  tisiula,  and  galvanic  tests. 

General  Symptoms.  1.  Fet-er. — There  is  no  characteristic 
temperature  curve  in  purulent  labyrinthitis.  Neither  is  there  in 
individual  cases  any  relation  between  the  temperature  curve  and 
the  extent  of  the  purulent  invasion  of  the  labyrinth.  .'\t  some  time 
during  the  progress  of  the  disease,  providing  the  temperature  is 
regularly  recorded,  soute  rise  id  temperature  will  be  found.  On 
the  other  hand,  subnormal  temperatures  are  recorded  at  \'ar\int» 
periods.  The  temperature  ctirve,  therefore,  is  not  ft  distinctive 
symptom  of  purulent  labyrinthitis. 

2.  Pain. — Dull  headache  which  is  referred  lo  the  region  of  the 
diseased  temporal  bone,  but  not  of  marked  severity  or  ci>nstancy.  ^b 
usually  is  present — at  least  at  .some  time  during  the  progress  of  ^M 
purulent    labyrinthitis.     According   to   several   observers,   violent,  ^i 
lancinating;    pain    is    experienced    by    patients    during    the    period 
required  for  scfpiestration  of  a  necrosed  labyrinth. 

3.  Xausea  and  i'omttmq. — Attacks  of  nausea  and  vomiting  arc        i 
almost  invariably  observed  as  early  symptoms  of  purulent   lahy-'jH 
rinthitis.     .According  to   Bezold.   vertigo   and   nausea   u.sually   occur  ^ 
as  symptoms  of  the  early  stage  of  necrosis  of  the  labyrinth;  hence, 
when  occurring  in   case?  of   prolonged  chronic   stit>ptiratiDn  of   the 
middle   car.   they   may   be   considered    as   suggestive   of  incipient 
labyrinthitis. 

As  the  disease  in  the  labyrinth  progresses  and  the  terminal 
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jier\'c   fibres   in   the   ampulla?   become   destroyed,   the   tendency    to 
nausea  and  vomiting'  is  lessened. 

Special  Symptoms.  1.  Tmnitus  Aurium. — Contrary  to  the 
importance  which  tinnitus  auriiuu  assumes  in  non-|>iJriiIent  affec- 
tions of  the  labyrinth,  tliis  symptom  is  neither  always  present  nor 
constant  in  the  purulent  ft>rni.  In  l!czokl's  record  of  41  cases  hut 
3  complainwl  of  tinnitus,  ilic  absence  ot  which  has  been  cxiilaimrd 
by  Friedrich  upon  the  assumption  that,  "with  the  gradiial  dcvctop- 
menl  of  the  clinical  symptoms  of  labyrinthitis,  supplementary  car 
noises  do  appear  in  the  bej^nning  as  "irritaliun  symptoms,'  which 
Jatcr  on  disappear  with  the  destruction  of  the  nervous  apparatus." 


y\g.  242. — Author's  noise  producer.  The  box  (which  is  not  shown 
in  the  cui>  coiuaiiis  an  onlinary  Iclcuhoiic  appliance  connected  up 
with  3  dry-cell  hattery  and  {arauic  coiL  From  the  receiver  a  f>cction 
of  »<>fl-rubhcr  tubing  conducls  the  sound  to  a  hollow  glass  car  piece. 
By  inserting  a  ^  into  the  main  section  of  the  rubber  tubing  the 
sound  may  be  conducted  tu  both  ears  simuhaneously. 

2.  JmpairnifHt  of  the  N faring  function. — Here  we  have  a  symp- 
tom which  almost  invariably  is;  present  whenever  the  labyrinth 
Vecomes  the  scat  of  purulent  inflammation.  In  the  majority  uf 
instances  the  hearing  function  in  the  alTccled  ear  not  only  is 
seriously  impaired  but  completely  desirnycd.  depending  upon 
whether  the  labyrinthitis  is  circumsci'ibed  or  diffuse.  In  Gerber's 
Ecord  of  67  tabulated  cases  43  showed  complete  loss  of  the  hearing 
Wunction,  and  in  ihe  remaininjj  22  cases  only  a  remnant  of  the 
"hearinjj  function  survived.  The  tests  show  impairment  or  loss  of 
hone  conduction  on  the  affected  side,  and  Weber  positive  toward 
the  opposite  ear.  Whenever  the  purulent  invasion  is  confined  lo 
t!ie  scmicirctilar  canals  the  impairmcni  of  the  hearing  function  is 
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partial,  hut  deafness  becomes  complete  when  the  cochlea  is  totally 
destroyed. 

In  (leiennining  the  total  loss  of  the  hearing  function  in  an 
eai'  which  is  the  ^cat  of  tahyrinthiti-«,  it  is  necessary  to  eliminate 
the  hearing  function  of  the  u|>posite  (iiurtual)  ear  hy  mean^  of  a 
noise  producer  tFigs.  242  and  243 j. 

3.  Disturbances  of  Co-ordinatwn. — These  are  vertigo,  nystagmus 
and  ataxia.  Authorities  differ  as  to  the  constancy  of  vertigo, 
nystagmus  and  nausea  when  regarrted  as  ^y^lptom5  of  purulent 
labyrinihiiis.  licwilrl  Iwlicvcs  ihac  ihey  are  pre<.ent  In  the  majority 
of  all  case*  during  some  stage.  Gradenigo,  on  the  contrary, 
contends  that  these  symptoms  arc  by  no  means  constant.  He 
furthermore   observes   that,   when    the    lesion   is   confined   to   the 

cochlea,  nystagmus,  vertigo  and  nausea 
usually  are  absent.  In  other  words,  the 
di>turhanccs  of  co-urdination  arc  present 
when  the  purulent  disease  is  luraltrd 
in  the  semicircular  canals  or  vestibule. 
Friedrich  substantiate^  the  views  of 
Hczold  and  believes  that,  barring  impair- 
ment of  the  hearing  function,  disturb- 
ances of  co-ordination  are  the  most  promi- 
nent and  constant  of  the  symptoms  of 
purulent  labyrinthitis.  Jansen  found  ver- 
tigo in  72  per  cent..  Lucae  in  60  per  cent., 
and  Ilinsberg  in  86  per  cent,  of  tlieir  cases 
of  purulent  labyrinthitis.  The  various 
diagnostic  tests  arc  fully  elaborated  in 
Section  I  of  this  chapter. 

4.  Fadal  Paralysis. — Tlie  advent  of  facial  paralysis  in  con- 
nection with  a  lung-standing  purulent  otitis  media  is  not  neces- 
sarily to  he  considered  as  indicative  of  labyrinthine  involvement. 
Xcverthetes's.  nccasionalty  it  does  occur  in  connection  therewith. 
In  27  cases  of  labyrinthine  suppuration  reported  by  Friedrich  facial 
paralysis  occurred  three  times.  It  therefore  possesses  diagnostic 
significance  wily  when  associated  with  the  iiwre  couiinon  siyinptoms 
of  the  affection. 

Finally,  the  operative  findings  during  the  course  of  the  radical 
mastoid  operation  often  furnish  a  guide  to  the  diagnosis  of  purulent 
disease  of  the  labyrinth. 


Fig-  243.— Rirany's  r>oi«e 
prtxiticcr. 


PROGNOSIS. 

According  to  Hinsljery,  the  mortality  of  purulent  labyrinthitis 
is  from  15  to  20  per  cent.  The  great  majority  of  tliose  who  die 
succumb  to  meningitis. 

The  prognosis  in  cases  of  circumscribed  labyrinthitis  is  morr 
favorable.  According  to  Scheibc.  the  mortality  of  labvrincliitis 
caused  by  tuberculosis  also  is  less  than  that  reported  by  Hinsberg. 
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TREATMENT. 

The  treatment  of  purulent  labyrinthitis  is  mainly  surgical. 
The  nature  of  the  surgical  procedure  varies  with  the  lesion  present. 
Many  competent  observers  consider  it  unnecessary  to  open  the 
labyrinth,  except  in  markedly  severe  cases.  These  authorities  con- 
tent themselves  with  the  performance  of  the  radical  mastoid  opera- 
tion, and  from  such  a  procedure  alone  they  have  reported  excellent 
and  satisfactory  results. 

Heine^  believes  the  operation  on  the  labyrinth  should  be 
limited  to  those  cases'  wherein  we  are  positive  of  the  presence  of 
pus.  Furthermore,  Heine  limits  his  procedure  to  the  curetment  of 
defects  in  the  semicircular  canals,  and  even  Jansen  saw  but  one 
death  in  121  cases  thus  treated  from  1889  to  1896. 

Indications  for  Opening  the  Labyrinth. — The  following, 
together  with  the  explanatory  notes,  outlines  the  indications  and 
contraindications  for  operating  upon  the  labyrinth.  The  plus  signs 
show  presence  of  hearing  and  vestibular  irritability,  and  a  positive 
fistula  test.    The  minus  sign  denotes  their  absence. 
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/,  This  is  very  evidently  circumscribed,  whether  spontaneous  nystag- 
mas  be  present  or  absent,  and  the  radical  mastoid  operation  alone  is  indicated. 

//.  //  no  spontaneous  nystagmus  is  present  and  the  vestibular  apparatus 
is  functionating,  the  disturbing  process  is  circumscribed  and  confined  to  the 
cochlea  and  no  labyrinth' operation  is  indicated.     The  occurrence  of  spon- 
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tancoui  nyMagintit  may  b«  the  «vid«nce  of  the  involrruicnt  oC  llic  ves- 
tibular ap^ralus  and  the  indi»tiun  for  tbc  labyrinth  operation. 

///.  Tht  hearing  remain?,  the  ve*lihular  apparatus  i-i  not  frnctionahng 
aiid  a  httula  i»  present.  This  is  «ridciilly  cirvuniKribcd  and  confined  to  the 
vcitibiitar  apparatu<>  and  no  labyrinth  operation  is  necessary  unless  evidence  oT 
extension  >ii)Krvciic*. 

II'.  The  hearing  remains,  the  vestibular  apparatus  is  not  ruitctionattnif. 
the  fi«tula  te^t  is  negative.  This  is  aUo  oircumscnbcd  and  no  labyrinth 
operation  is  indicated.  U  >pontaneuus  ny»taKmii»  be  present  it  is  evidently 
due  io  overbalance  of  the  centre  nn  the  sound  side,  and  would  not  of  tt^lf 
determine  operation.  Evideticc  of  extension:  i^,,  complete  low  of  bearing 
would  be  the  operation  indication. 

I'.  Hearing  In^t,  vestibular  apparatus  destroyed,  fistula  i>ositive.  Op- 
eration indicated  with  or  without  sponlaneou*  nysta^^ui^. 

y/,  Hcarinj;  lost,  vestibular  apparatus  not  functiotiatiitK,  the  labyrinth 
operation  is  indicated. 

17/,  The  hearing  lost,  but  the  vestibular  apparatus  is  funciit^natins. 
and  there  is  no  ti^tula;    hence  the  labyrinthine  operation  is  not  indicated. 

In  the  absence  of  symptom:«  more  serious  than  functional 
defects  in  the  labyrinth,  ttvvcral  consideration^  must  be  taken  into 
account  when  fJcciding  iiijon  tlic  necessity  for  tlic  labyrinth  opera- 
tion. We  should  endeavor  Io  differentiate  between  circumscribed 
and  diffuse  labyrinthitis.  Tlie  mode  of  onset  of  the  dciincss, 
whether  sudden  or  gradual,  is  aKo  of  importance  in  determining 
the  necessity  for  operation.  Total  deafness  of  long  duration  may 
be  the  result  of  pressure  from  cholesteatoma  or  secondary  to 
chances  in  the  l>ony  capMilc.  and  nm  necessarily  the  result  of  acute 
infection  of  the  cochlea.  If  the  vestibule  is  irritable  and  spon- 
taneous nystag^mus  is  toward  the  affected  >idc.  the  labyrinth  opera- 
tion fhould  nut  be  performed,  but  the  radical  mastoid  operation  is 
indicated  to  prevent  extension  of  an  evident  peri!abyrinihiti.s  lo 
the  labyrinth  itself.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  hearing  is  com- 
pletely de>troyed  by  an  acute  ins-aslon.  operation  is  imperative  if 
the  vestibule  is  not  irritable.  If  the  spontaneous  nystagmus  i« 
toward  the  affected  side  and  the  hearing  remains,  operation  may 
be  deferred  until  the  spontaneous  nystagmus  changes  or  loss  of 
hearing  indicates  complete  involvement  of  the  labyrinth. 

Operations  on  the  Labyrinth. — The  operations  on  the  labyrinth 
have  for  their  purpose  similar  objects — the  opening  of  the  labyrin- 
thine channels  and  the  establishment  of  drainage  therefrom. 

The  operations  of  Jansen  and  Neumann  are  verj-  similar. 
That  of  llinsticrg  is  slightly  different  in  the  meiho<l  of  approaching 
the  oi>eralive  field.  Richards  enters  tlie  vei^tibule  from  behind  but 
does  nut  remove  the  section  of  l>one  (Trautmann's  triangle)  lying 
between  the  sigmoid  sinus  and  the  labyrinth. 

Briefly  describe*!,  the  Hinsberg  o|)cration  consists  of  Ihe  fol- 
lowing technical  steps: — 

1.  The  thorotiRh  performance  of  the  modem  radical  mastoid 
operation. 

2.  The  procedures  on  the  labjTinth  proper.  Thev  are  as 
follows:  The  bone  between  the  oval  and  the  round  wmdows  i* 
removed  bv  the  use  of  a  small  burr  or  a  small  hollow  g-^uge  (Z 
mm.).    This  opens  the  lowest  turn  of  the  cochlea.    Ilie  space  thus 
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ji^ained  is  widened  by  taking  away  bone  until  the  crest  containing 
the  facial  nerve  is  reached  above.  Toward  the  from  the  bone  is 
carefully  reinuvcd  until  the  region  of  the  carotid  artery  is  impinj^ed 
u[X)n.  Additionally,  a  second  opening  is  made,  entering  the 
exposed  ampulla;  of  the  superior  and  horizontal  semicircular  canals 
and  removing  the  roof  of  the  ve.-itJbulc.  Tiic  canals  are  opened  as 
extensively  as  i^  consisleni  with  the  structure.  A  bridge  of  bone  is 
left  between  the  horizontal  semicircular  canal  and  ilie  oval  window 
as  a  guard  for  the  facial  nerve,  although  injury  to  the  ner\-c  is 
rather  common  in  this  mctiiod  of  operating. 

The  Janseii-Xeuniann  technique  comprises  measures  whic!i 
begin  by  the  removal  of  that  portion  of  the  mastoid  process  which 
lies  between  the  anterior  margin  of  the  sigmoid  sinu«  and  the 
horizontal  semicircular  canal  (the  Trautmann  triangle).  Working 
from  below,  tlie  posterior  semicircular  canal  is  first  attacked.  The 
position  of  this  canal  is  delected  by  the  appearance  of  two  small 
openings  which  diverge  as  more  bone  is  removed.  r*rocccding 
upward  the  cru*  commune  and  liorizontal  canal  are  found  and  the 
vestibule  opened  under  the  aqueduct. 

By  this  means  i»f  upcrating  the  semicircular  canals  arc  suc- 
cessively removed  and  the  labyrinth  is  opened  at  the  vestibule  from 
behind.  Furthermore,  the  cells  which  arc  deeply  situated  between 
the  cerebellum  and  the  semicircular  canals  (Trautmaim's  triangle) 
are  fully  exposed  and  removed. 

In  'the  following  personal  communication  (translated).  Neu- 
mann Slates  hi*  more  recent  views  concerning  the  technique  of  the 
labyrinthine  operation : — 

"The  labyrintli  operations  may  be  divided  into,  i.  those  in  which 
the  vestibule  \^  opened  through  the  prominence  of  the  horizontal 
semicircular  canal  and  llic  promontory  is  opened  up  through  the 
tympanic  cavity,  and,  2,  those  in  which  the  labyrinth  is  opened  from 
the  posterior  surface  of  the  pyramid." 

The  later  method  practised  by  Neumann  is  accomplished  as  fol- 
lows: "After  exposing  the  dura  of  the  posterior  cranial  fossa  in  front 
of  the  sinus,  the  posterior  surface  of  the  pyramid  is  ablated  in 
layers,  the  chisel  held  parallel  with  the  posterior  semicircular  canal, 
wliicli  is  recognized  by  the  two  circular  transverse  sections  of  the 
same.  Now  nmrc  of  the  pyramid  substance  is  ablated  and  sn  a 
third  opening  apiiears  between  the  other  two.  This  third  opening 
is  the  non-ampullated  end  of  the  horizontal  scmicircidar  canal. 

"By  exploration  with  a  sound  one  can  easily  be  convinced  that 
a  cavity  is  reached  through  Ihc  opening  and  this  cavity  is  the 
vestibule.  With  gentle  taps  on  the  chisel  this  opening  is  grad- 
ually widened  until  the  vestibule  is  opened  up  sufficiently.  By 
also  chiseling  away  the  lifmy  projection  situated  toward  the  median 
line,  we  reach  the  dura  which  dips  into  the  inner  auditory  canal. 
By  ablating  the  promontory  below  the  facial,  the  cochlea  ts  widely 
opened  and  a  bent  probe  entering  the  vestibule  will  appear  in  the 
tympanic  cavity. 

"This  technique  evolved  itself  gradually,  and  only  recently  did 
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1  feel  myseU  compelled  to  expose  the  dura  of  tfie  posterior  cranial 
fossa  in  front  of  tlie  sinus  in  all  cases,  although  in  a  great  number 
of  cases  1  had  been  successful  in  opening  the  vestibule  without 
exposing  the  dura  at  the  internal  auditor}*  meatus,  according  to 
the  method  described  above, 

"The  circumstance  that  justifies  the  new  operation  is  that  it  is 
more  radical  and  less  dangcrou<i  both  for  the  facial  nerve  and  the 
dura,  even  though  the  latter  is  exposed. 

"The  after-treatment  is  an  open  one  until  the  rctrolabyrinthine 
cavity  is  entirely  filled  with  granulations,  and  now  the  wound  may 
be  closed  by  secondary  sutures." 

Care  must  be  exercised  jn  carrying  out  this  procedure  or  the 
superior  pctroMil  sinus  may  be  injured,  and  also  m  breaking  away 
the  rear  border  of  the  petrosal  pyramid,  for  when  the  dome  of  the 
jugular  bulb  lies  high  this  structure  may  accidentally  be  injured. 

The  Jansen-Neumann  operation  is  indicated  more  particularly 


Fig.  249. — The  modiolus.  The  hasc  of  the  modiolus  is  <-xc*valcd  bjr 
ihc  anterior  auditor)-  mcalut  and  in  consrijucitcc  it  exi ri-mrly  liable  to 
fraaurc  as  a  result  of  mjudicious  chiseling  about  thi'  cochlea  shell. 

when  the  symptoms  furnish  evidence  of  meningitis  or  deeply  situated 
extradural  or  cerebellar  abscess,  since  its  technique  lays  liare  tlie  cranisl 
structures  which  arc  involved  in  these  lesions. 

Boenninghaus  admonishes  against  curetment  of  the  opened 
labyrinth,  inasmuch  as  it  is  conceivable  that  such  a  procedure 
might  destroy  adhesions  which  arc  acting  as  a  harrier  to  the 
advance  of  the  purulent  invasion  toward  the  cranium. 

The  technique  described  by  Richards'"  comprises  the  following 
steps  illustrated  from  the  paper  referred  to: — 

1 .  Complete  the  radical  tnastcud  operation  ( Fig.  101 ).  In 
addition  to  the  usual  procedure,  the  hvpoiynipanum  and  lower  level 
of  the  external  canal  floor  are  planed  off  to  expose  to  its  utmost 
the  outer  wall  of  the  vestibule  and  the  dome  of  the  jugular  bulb. 
Likewise,  the  orifice  of  the  Eustachian  tube  must  be  fully  exposed, 
and  wherever  possible  the  arches  of  the  semicircular  canals  outlined 
(Fig.  244). 

2.  The  prominence  of  the  horizontal  semicircular  canal  is  now 
removed,  usmg  a  very  small  narrow  chisel  for  this  purpose.  The 
point  of  election  is  usually  well  above  the  Fallopian  canal  and  just 


*  Transactions   of   the    Amerkan    Laryngoloincal.  RhtnolDiHcal  and  Oto- 
logtcal  Society.  1907.  /  »    "» 


Fig.  246,— TTtf  vcilibtilc  has  liecn  opened  through  tht-  solid  angle  of 
rtti«  snnicircular  canals  and  tlie  Fillopian  canals.  (Richards,  witit  per- 
■missiuii.l 
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Fig.  247-— The  anlcrior  mfrrinr  wall  ci(  the  Vestibule  has  litcn  ri-niovcJ 
by  chiseling  the  seirUoit  of  bone  which  scpar.il«-s  llir  oval  and  round  win- 
(luw*.  The  in«(  of  ihc  firM  wh'irl  of  ihr  •.■othlca  also  has  been  rcitmvcil, 
(Rirfiiiriti,  with  permission  t 
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I^g.  246.^Thf  vcstiluilc  lia*  liccn  opciifd  through  the  solnl  angle  of 
M-micirculxr  can^b  ami   the    i-'allopiun   canxls.     (Richards,   with  pcr- 
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below  the  summit  of  the  semicircular  canal  wall.    A  few  light  taps 
of  the  chisel  uncap  the  semicircular  canal. 

3.  The  other  canals  are  then  uncapped  (Fig.  245). 

4.  The  vestibule  of  the  labyrinth  is  now  entered  through  the 
solid  angle  (Fig.  246).  This  opening  is  gradually  enlarged  by  using 
a  chisel  held  perpendicular  to  the  line  of  cleavage.  The  bridge  of 
bone  which  forms  the  covering  of  the  facial  nerve  at  this  point  is 
left  untouched. 

5.  The  vestibule  open,  its  inner  wall  is  searched  for  fistulae. 

6.  The  cochlea  is  now  exposed,  using  a  gouge  whose  width 
equals  the  distance  between  the  oval  and  the  round  windows.  The 
opening  thus  made  is  enlarged  until  the  first  turn  of  the  cochlea  is 
fully  exposed  (Fig,  247). 

7.  The  roof  of  the  'first  turn '  is  now  removed  to  a  point  just 
short  of  the  carotid  eminence,  and  further  exploration  of  the  coch- 
lear shell  follows. 

8.  The  point  selected  to  effect  an  entrance  in  this  step  is  taken 
on  an  estimate  as  to  where  the  apex  of  the  cochlea  is  supposed  to 
be.  The  bone  is  gradually  shaved  down  until  the  interior  is  seen 
through  the  thinned  bony  covering,  when,  by  means  of  a  chisel 
stroke  delivered  from  above  downward  and  forward,  the. opening 
is  effected.  Occasionally  the  extent  of  the  necrosis  requires  more 
extensive  removal  of  the  cochlear  shell  (Fig.  248).  During  the 
removal  of  the  first  cochlear  whorl  it  is  important  that  the  modiolus 
(Fig.  249)  shall  not  be  punctured  at  its  base. 

This  completes  the  operation.  Having  completed  the  procedure, 
the  labyrinthine  wound  should  be  lightly  packed  with  gauze,  and 
the  remainder  of  the  mastoid  wound  packed  similarly  to  that 
described  under  the  dressing  of  the  mastoid  wound  (page  246). 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

COMPLICATING  LESIONS  OF  PURULENT  OTITIS  MEDIA 

(CoHtinued.) 


THE  INTRACRANIAL  COMPLICATIONS  OF  PURULENT 

OTITIS  MEDIA. 

PHLEBITIS  AND  THROMBOSIS  OF  THE  BLOOD-VESSELS. 

(Lateral  Sinus-thrombosis.) 

Preliminary  Considerations. 

In  the  preceding  chapters  relating  to  purulent  otitis  media  we 
have  traced  the  course  o£  the  infective  process  from  the  tympanic 
cavity  into  the  pneumatic  cells  of  the  mastoid  process  and  other 
portions  of  the  temporal  bone. 

In  addition,  we  have  shown  that  the  ravages  of  the  infection 
within  the  bone,  whether  of  the  acute  or  chronic  form,  may  usually 
be  terminated  by  timely  operative  interference  upon  the  part  of  the 
aural  surgeon. 

Furthermore,  the  surgical  procedures  whereby  the  ravages  of 
the  infection  within  the  bone,  whether  :n  the  acute  or  chronic  form, 
can  usually  be  terminated  have  been  illustrated  and  defined. 

There  remans  a  small  percentage  of  cases  of  aural  suppuration 
wherein  the  infection  penetrates  the  inner  (visceral)  cranial  table 
and  subsequently  invades  tlie  lateral  sinus  ( l"ig.  254),  meninges' or 
brain  (Fig.  262). 

In  view  of  the  comparative  thinness  of  the  inner  (cranial)  table 
of  the  temporal  bone,  areas  of  which  are  often  bathed  with  pus  for 
long  |>erio(ls  of  time,  one  marvels  tliat,  pro|)ortionately,  so  few  intra- 
cranial complications  occur. 

During  recent  years  a  distinct  advance  has  been  made  in  our 
knowledge  of  the  etiology,  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  the  intra- 
cranial complications  of  purulent  otitis  media,  and  the  investigja- 
tions  connected  therewith  have  clearly  demonstrated  that,  barrmg 
traumatism,  epidemic  cerebrospinal  and  tuberculous  meningitis,  the 
majority  of  all  cases  of  intracranial  infections  originate  in  the  ear. 
The  nasal  accessary  sinuses  also  furnish  a  small  percentage  of 
meningeal  infections.  The  treatment  of  these  complications  there- 
fore very  properly  comes  within  the  domain  of  the  aural  surgeon. 

Erosions  of  the  inner  (visceral)  table  of  the  temporal  bone  may 
occur  at  any  point,  but  tliey  are  more  commoilly  found  in  the  tegmen 
and  al>out  the  knee  of  the  sigmoid  sinus. 

Necrosis  of  the  inner  tat>le.  even  when  considerable  areas  of 
the  dura  are  exposed  to  the  purulent  processes  which  invade  the 
mastoid  process,  is  not  invariably  followed  by  grave  intracranial 
infection.     Erosions  of  the  inner  table  with  exposure  of  the  dura 
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are  discovered  with  comparative  frequency  during  the  progress  o£ 
mastoid  operations.  wi(n  no  subsequent  scqtiel»  pertaining  to 
intracranial  infections,  showing  that  the  dura  in  many  instances 
seems  to  possess  considerable  resistance  to  the  contact  of  infection. 


The  Relative  Frequency  of  the  Intracranial  Complications 
of  Otitic  Origin. 

The  following  statistics  pertaining  to  the  relative  frequency  of 
intracranial    complications    of   otitic    origin    arc    worthy    of   con- 
^   sideration: — 

■  Hassler  compiled  the  intracranial  complications  from  a  total 

^  of  81.684  cases  nf  diseases  of  the  car.  from  which  number  there 

were  116  deaths  from  intracranial  extension,  clasiificd  as  follows: — 

t                       Meningitis . .  AO 
^                Sinus -thrombosis 46 
■                Cerebral  abscess   v 28 
Korner  compiled  the  result-!  nf  \\S  antopstcs  where  death  had 
been  due  to  otitic  infection  of  the  meninges,  and  found 
Meningitis  in 31 
Sinn»-thri'nil»(>»i'>  in , 41 
Brain  abscess  in 43 
Pitis's  report   covering  9000   consecutive   autopsies   ai    Guy'.s 
Hospital,  London,  between  IXfi'i  and  ISX/,  shows  6/  cases  wherein 
death  was  due  to  intracranial  disease  of  otitic  origin — that  is,  1  in 
every  138  autopsies. 

Gruber  investigated  the  findings  reported  upon  40.073  autopsies 
covering  deaths  from  all  causes.  Death  wa;^  due  to  aural  suppura- 
tion in  232  cases,  or  1  in  every  1"3. 

Burkner,  out  of  33.017  cases  of  aural  <lisease  of  all  kinds,  reports 
104  deaths  from  the  effects  of  aural  suppuration,  or  1  in  every  317. 
Randall,  out  of  5000  cases  of  aural  disease,  reports  15  deaths  due 
I  to  aural  suppuration,  or  1  in  333.  Dcnch  investigated  the  reports 
of  the  New  York  live  and  Kar  Infirmary  for  a  period  of  eight  years, 
during  which  time  64,8.i8  cases  of  aural  disease  were  treated,  and 
found  that  out  of  this  number  there  were  218  cases  of  serious 
intracranial  (not  all  fatalt  complicationT?,  nr  1  in  every  2%. 

The  authur  compiled  the  statistics  of  the  Manhattan  Eye,  Ear 
'«Tid  Throat  Hospital  covering  a  perirHl  of  seven  years,  during  which 
l2*5.233  cases  of  aural  disease  were  treated.  Of  this  number  there 
'were  118  cases  (not  all  fatal)  of  serious  intracranial  complications, 
for  1  in  every  248. 

The  reports  of  the  Manlialtan   Eye,  Ear  and  Throat  Hospital 

^from  1805  to  1005  record  12.744  cases  of  purulent  otitis  media  aside 

from  other  ear  diseases,  with  60  cases  of  intracranial  complications. 


MeninKiti*  .. . . 
Sinu<-thromhos 
Brain  abscess 
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The  time  of  life  most  liable  to  the  development  of  serious 
lesions  in  chronic  otorrhea,  according  to  Korner  in  an  account  of 
100  cases,  shows  the  following:  14  occurred  under  ten  years  of 
age;  22  between  ten  and  twenty;  29  between  twenty  and  thirty; 
14  between  thirty  and  forty,  and  12  over  forty  years  of  age,  thus 
showing  that  dangerous  complications  occur  more  frequently  in 
the  earlier  stages  of  life,  especially  between  twenty  and  thirty 
years  of  age. 

Sinus-thrombosis. 

Anatomy. — The  cranial  sinuses  are  venous  blood-vessels  run- 
ning in  the  layers  of  the  dura  mater  for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
and  conveying  the  return  flow  of  the  blood  from  the  brain.    The 


Fig,  250. — Sinus  bone  specimen.  X  corresponds  to  point  where  sig- 
moid sinus  is  nearest  to  surface.  The  right  side  of  Fig.  II  has  been  cut 
on  the  level  of  line  C-D  in  Fig  I,  The  left  side  of  Fig,  II  has  been  cut 
on  the  level  of  line  F-E  in  Fig.  1.  The  vertical  cut  C-D  was  made  w  as 
to  just  clear  the  most  posterior  point  of  the  temporal  bone.  The  vertical 
cut  f-E  was  made  so  as  to  pass  through  the  thinnest  portion  of  bone  wall 
of  the  sigmoid  sinus,  as  ascertained  by  means  of  calipers. 


cranial  sinuses  and  the  cerebral  veins  are  without  valves  and  are 
not  accompanied  by  corresponding  arteries. 

Among  the  largest  of  these  sinuses  is  the  sinus  transversus  or 
sinus  lateralis,  which  on  account  of  its  course  along  the  inner  table 
of  tlie  temporal  bone  (Fig.  250)  is  the  venous  structure  which  most 
concerns  the  otologist. 

Anatomy  of  the  Sinus  Lateralis. — The  sinus  lateralis,  or  trans- 
versus, begins  at  the  torcular  Herophili  (sinus  confluens)  and  ends 
at  tlie  bulb  of  the  jugular  vein.  The  sinus  has  two  anatomical 
divisions,  taking  names  from  the  direction  in  space  which  they 
respectively  occupy.  That  is,  it  is  divided  into  a  vertical  and  a 
horizontal  portion   (Fig.  251).  the  vertical  section  being  termed  the 


-ESIONS  OF  i'LRL/LENT  OTITIS  MEDIA, 


347 


Sigmoid  portion  of  the  lateral  sinus,  or,  more  commonly,  tlie  sigmoid 
sulu^.  The  place  where  Uie  horizontal  ^ej^meiit  joins  that  of  the 
sigmoid  presents  a  rather  angular  turn,  which  is  often  termed  the 
*"knee"  of  the  sigmoid  sinus.  During  its  cuurse  from  the  torcular 
Herophili  to  the  jugular  bulb,  where  it  merges  into  the  internal 
jugular  vein,  it  traverses  and  grooves  portions  of  the  occipital, 
parietat.  and  the  mastoid  portion  of  the  temporal  hnne,  ami  mean- 
while receives  the  superior  petrosal  sinus,  the  mastoid  emissary 
vein,  and  the  inferior  petrosal  sinus,  the  latter  entering  at  the 
jugular  bulb. 

The  exact  course  of  the  sigmoid  sinus  varies  in  its  relation  to 
the  cortex  and  to  its  approach  to  the  suprameatal  spioe,  and,  further- 
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Fig.  251. — Sioos  bone  t)>ccimcn.     (Sec  lc|[ciid  under  Vig.  250.) 

more,  acconling  (o  Kiimer,  the  sinus  extends  farther  forward  on 
the  right  side  than  it  docs  upon  the  left. 

The  average  distance  from  the  anterior  surface  of  the  knee  of 
the  sinus  to  the  spine  of  Ilenle  in  463  adult  temporal  tmnes 
measured  by  Held  was  12  mm.  In  one  of  his  cases  the  sinus 
impinged  upon  the  posterior  mcaial  wall.  The  author  has  observed 
one  similar  caic  during  opcraiiMn. 

llie  radif^fraph  (Pig-  252)  usually  shows  the  outline  of  the  lateral 
and  sigmoid  puriion  of  the  sinus.  Topographically  the  pathway  fol- 
lowed dv  the  transverse  sinus  to  the  knee  itillow^  a  line  drawn  from 
llic  occipital  j)r()iul)erance  to  the  spine  ol  Henle  (Fig.  2). 

Etiology. — Thrombosis  of  the  lateral  sinus  is  induced  either  by 
means  of  {o)  extension  of  the  infective  process  within  the  temporal 
bone  ihruugh  the  smaller  veins,  whereby  the  latter  become  involved 
with  septic  thromlji,  which  gradually  extend  to  and  infect  the  sinus. 
or  (6)  because  the  infection  m  the  bone  extends  by  contiguity,  directly 
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tlirough  its  internal  table  to  the  walls  of  the  blood-vessel,  where  its 
farther  advance  is  cliaracterized  bv  infection  of  ihc  &tnus  walls,  and 
ihcncc  into  the  blood-stream  with  rcsnhani  thrombosis. 

Furthermore,  according  to  Itoenninghaus,  thrombosis  may  occur 
from  infection  located  within  the  labyrinth.  In  tliese  case^  the  sinu!> 
is  Uisnally  affected  below  tlic  knee,  or  through  involvcmeni  of  the 
stiperior  or  ilic  inferior  |>etrnsal  sinuse.*.  In  anoiher  i,'roiip  of  cases 
the  infection  proceeds  from  a  labyrinthine  infection  directly  toward 


I-'tg.  25Z— The  patient  whose  mastuid  is  liluMrairO  in  the  ;tt>uvi.'  radio* 
smph  was  in  chikriii-  of  Dr.  John  B.  Rnc  al  ih<.-  Maiitiiituii  Eye,  E^r.  and 
Throat  [lospttuL  This  radiograph  was  taken  by  Dr.  I-',  M.  Law  stiblc- 
qurnt  to  the  mastoid  oitcmlion.  T1)?  t}-pical  symptoms  of  sums  irivoUx* 
ment  appean.-d  later  and  a  diagnosis  of  sinus  thrombosis  was  made.  The 
radiograph  was  made  just  before  the  secondary  operation,  and  it  mil  be 
n<AtA  that  it  distinctly  shows,  in  the  area  below  the  kn«c  in  which  the  dots 
app<.-ar.  an  entirely  different  shading  from  that  of  the  upper  positrior 
portions  of  the  sinus.  This  upon  opt- ration  proved  to  be  the  area  of  mfec- 
tion.  but  it  was  a  pus  invasion  ralhrr  tlian  ai)  ortramzed  ctot.  So  far  a4 
the  author  ktuiws,  this  is  the  only  radiograph  in  existence  which  shows  dit* 
linct  invulveiiieiiL  of  the  lateral  sinus.  ],  external  auditor)*  canal;  2, 
placed  in  two  locations,  indicates  the  outlines  of  the  laural  sinus;  5,  the 
maxillary  joint. 
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the  bulb,  t!iri>ugh  involvement  of  the  lynipli  spaces  ot  the  midille  car, 
or  througli  the  extension  of  a  thrombus  iruin  tlic  internal  auditory 
vein. 

From  the  tympanic  cavity  proper  a  thrombosis  of  the  jugular 
biiib  may  take  place  froin  direct  iiiiection  through  dehiscences  in 
the  lioor  oi  the  tympanum.  McKernon  and  others  liave  reported 
cases  ot  primary  jugular-bulb  thrombosis.  lUienninghaus,  Komcr 
and  others  rcjiort  cases  wherein  the  infection  entered  the  jugular 
bulb  from  die  tynijianic  cavity  proper  llirough  involvement  of  the 
carotid  plexus,  along  the  anterior  wall  of  the  tympanic  cavity.'^ 
We  conclude,  therefore,  that  phlebitis  and  thrombosis  of  any  part 
of  the  lateral  sinus  and  internal  jugular  vein  take  place  as  follows; — 

1.  Through  anatomical  dehiscences  in  the  bone  tissue  which 
covers  its  parietal  surface,  thus  atTording  easy  access  to  the  patho- 
logic process. 

2.  Throtigh  the  direct  extension  into  its  walls  of  the  active 
punilcnt  lesion  in  the  bone. 

3.  Through  involvement  of  the  smaller  veins  in  the  diseased 
bone,  or  through  the  involvement  of  intermediate  anastomotic  vein» 
in  the  thrombotic  area. 

Pathology.^ When  the  walls  of  tlie  sinus  become  the  seat  of 
an  inriamniatiiry  Ic-jion,  and  when  the  inflammation  has  penetrated 
lo  tlie  inner  endothelial  lining  of  the  blood-vessel,  it  causes  a 
deposit  of  fibrin  in  the  hinwn  of  the  sinus,  as  a  result  of  the  inrtam- 
matiun.  the  fibrin  being  denveil  from  the  hkxjd-current. 

This  dcpoj^il  i.s  attached  to  the  vessel  wall  at  the  site  of  the  lesion. 
Palhoh^icaliy,  there  results  what  is  designaie<l  as  a  "white-wall  throm- 
bus" (Heine,  lloenninghaus). 

In  the  course  of  time  this  wall  thrombosis  grows  larger  and 
narrows  the  lumen  of  the  vein  until  finally  it  hcc<imes  completely 
occluded.  The  hbrtn  then  becomes  mixed  with  coagulatc<J  blood, 
and  assumes  the  form  of  a  "red  obstructive  thrombosis."  wluch  may 
occlude  tlte  vessel's  course  for  a  variable  distance. 

The  extent  of  the  tlironilms  in  a  backward  direction  may 
invfjive  the  superior  petrosal  sinus,  the  mastoid  emissary  vein,  Ihe 
turcidar  lleri>phili.  the  lutigiiutlinal  sinus,  and  even  the  lateral  sinus 
of  the  opjmsite  si<le,  while  in  the  opiJosite  ilircction  it  may  involve 
llie  inferior  petrosal  and  cavernous  sinuses,  the  ophthalmic  vein,  and 
after  traversing  the  jugular  bulb  continue  throughout  the  jugular  vein 
and  its  tributaries. 

Tliromhi.  iHith  of  llie  wall  type  and  the  obstructive  type,  may 
cither  be  of  infectious  or  non-infectious  cltaracier,  the  latter  occur- 
rence being  more  rare. 

If  tlie  thrombus  is  not  infected  it  Itfconies  orgaaize<l  through 
ihe  advent  of  connective  tissue.  On  tlie  other  hand,  if  it  becomes 
infccicil.  ii  evenmally  lircaks  down,  .spreailing  the  infection  along 
the  sinus  walls,  un'ii  linally  <lestroy^  iliese  walls  to  a  variable 
extern. 


1  Sc^  Komer,  Otiliw-hcn  Krkrunkinger  ties  flcrina,  dcr  Ilirnhatitc  und  die 
Blml.-rtrr.  1902. 
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If  parts  of  the  broken-down  thrombus  arc  carried  off  into  the 
btood-strcam.  then  septic  einb<.ili  result.  These  inay  find  lodgment 
in  the  lungs  or  other  parts  of  the  body,  setting  up  innatnniatfvy 
lesions  at  their  points  of  lo«lgmcnt. 

Symptoms. — The  symptoms  of  lateral  slnus-tlirouibosis  are 
fairly  consiani,  and  for  convenience  of  description  are  divided  into, 
I.  those  due  to  the  infection  of  the  general  system,  ami.  2.  those  mani- 
fested locally. 

General  Symf>loms.—Oi  the  more  general  symptoms  o{  sinns- 
thrombosis  the  most  ini[K>rtant  in  typical  cases  is  fn-cr.  Fe\'er  is 
almost  a  ctmsianr  symptom  of  sinus-(hroml>osis,  but  occasiotially 
even  in  t5'pica!  cases  it  is  absent.  'ITie  fever  is  the  result  of  the 
invasion  of  the  general  systan.  probably  through  the  blood-streams. 
by  bacteria.  During  the  early  stage  of  the  attack  the  fever  i& 
charactcristirally  pyemic.  Usually  ihc  jiaticni  has  a  di&tinct  chill, 
during  which  the  temperature  suddenly  rises  to  103'  to  105",  bm 
after  a  short  time  it  recedes  to  normal  or  subnormal,  only  to  rise 
again  upcn  the  advent  of  a  subsequent  chill,  the  flactuations  not 
lieing  marked  by  any  period  of  regidarity  (Fie.  2^i\.  As  the 
tempcraiurc  falls  the  |)atient  sweats  profusely,  in  the  last  stages 
sweating  may  be  constant.  In  atypical  cases  the  patient  may 
complain  of  feeling  chilly,  and  then  the  temperature  rises  to  103*. 
104",  or  as  high  as  106°.  where  it  remains  with  shght  variations 
only.  This  is  the  rarer  type  ami  is  generally  signiiicani  of  seeond- 
ar>'  metastatic  inw>Ivenient.  A'omiting  of  a  projeciile  type  may 
accompany  the  chills,  but  it  is  not  a  constant  sympiom.  and, 
furtliermorc,  it  may  occur  in  all  the  forms  of  intracranial  complica- 
tions of  wtitic  origin. 

The  next  most  important  symptom  to  that  of  fever  is  the 
clinical  picture  producc<l  by  varying  metastatic  lesions.  According 
to  Briigcr,  these  take  place  in  42  per  cent,  of  the  cases.  Tlie  tnosi 
common  secondary  lesion  is  that  involving  the  lungs.  Tliis  is  indi- 
cated by  pain  in  the  chest  and  the  advent  of  coughing.  The  lung 
lesion  is  often  a  broncho])neumonia.  A  rarer  lesion  is  abscess  of 
the  lung.  Then  hemorrhagic  sputum  of  foulest  odnr  is  noted.  Tlie 
infarct  may  lodge  in  the  pleura,  causing  a  pleurisy,  pynpncumo- 
iborax,  or  the  joints  may  bec<Mnc  involve"!.  The  periarticular 
mucosa  may  be  involved,  and  finally  lesions  may  take  place  in  the 
heart,  the  kidnc>s,  or  the  brain,  each  organ  ponraying  distinctive 
symptoms. 

Headaclie  usually  is  present  during  some  period  of  tl>e  disease, 
and  is  located  ainut  the  mastoid,  panetal  and  occipital  regions  nf 
ihe  aflfccicil  side.  Swelling  of  the  spleen  also  is  commonly  notetl. 
The  mentality  of  the  patient  may  vary  from  being  ab^itute'ly  unaf- 
fected during  the  early  stages  to  coma  just  preceding  death.  In 
general,  the  patient*  feel  very  <ick,  have  no  appetite.  sIk>w  a  orated 
tongue,  gradually  lose  weight  ami  a!>sumc  the  appearance  of  typbuid- 
fe^•cr  {laticms. 

Finally,  the  color  of  the  skin  and  conjunctiva  diatiges  to  a 
yellowish  tinge,  and  the  clinical  picture  uf  meningitis  or  brain  abscess 
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15  intensified,  which  contimies,  unless  relieved  surgically,  to  tl»e  death 

of  the  |>ittient. 

Usually  the  disease  runs  its  course  in  frf>m  eight  to  fourteen 
days.  Cases  of  primary  jugular-bulb  thrombosis  when  oceurring 
in  infants  and  yoiing  children  present  atypical  symptoms,  inasmuch 
as  no  disease  of  the  mastoid  process  is  present,  and,  furthermore, 
the  s^-mptoms  are  similar  to  those  which  accompany  pneumniiia, 
malana.  typhoid  fever,  and  affections  of  the  digi'stive  tract.  In 
infants  and  ymmg  children  the  chief  symptom  of  thrombosis  of  the 
jugular  bulb  is  a  sudden  and  rapid  rise  of  temperature  to  above 
IW*,  followed  by  an  equally  ])rccipJtous  decline.  Thereafter  the 
temperature  curve  fluctuates  after  the  manner  of  the  first  rise, 
during  which  time  the  \"ariations  in  the  pulse  rate  follow  the  tem- 
perature. There  is  no  chill,  the  hands  and  feet  may  be  cold  when 
the  temperature  rises;  meanwhile  during  the  earlier  remissions  the 
diild  appears  quite  normal,  playing  with  its  mates  and  taking  liberal 
nourishment. 

Later  on,  prostration  ensues  and  all  the  symptoms  of  sepsis 
become  apparent,  to  be  follovvc*!  by  a  fatal  issue  unless  an  early 
diagnosis  is  made  and  prompt  .surgical  treatment  inten-enes. 

Local  5ym/'(0MJ J.— Patients  having  sinus-thrombosis  occasion- 
ally present  a  swelling  behind  the  mastoid  process  (the  Clric- 
singer  sign).  This  swelling  or  edema  of  the  region  behind  the 
mastoid  process  usually  is  painful  to  the  touch,  especially  at  the 
mouth  of  the  mastoid  emissary  vein.  It  seems  tu  indicate  at  least 
a  perisinus  abscess,  or  a  phlebitis  of  the  mastoid  emissary  vein. 
Tins  symptom  is  not  to  he  considered  as  invariably  characteristic 
of  lateral  sinus-throml)osis. 

Roenninghaus  has  noted  thickening  of  the  vena  ma.stoidea  as 
indicative  of  sigmoid  sinus-thrombosis,  and,  finally,  the  finding  of 
a  rather  thick  strand  which  is  painfid  \3\>on  pressure,  or  to  the  touch. 
along  ihe  upper  ponion  of  the  jugidar  vein,  when  accompanied  by 
other  symptoms  of  the  disease,  is  mdicativc  of  a  thrombosis  in  this 
vein. 

Rarer  findings  of  a  local  nature  have  been  noted  in  pain  along 
the  back  of  the  neck,  'i'liis  was  presented  in  a  case  where  the 
thrombosis  extended  to  the  condyloid  emissary  veins.  Kdenia  and 
swelling  in  the  skin  of  the  scalp  have  l>een  okserved  in  connection 
with  thrombosis  of  the  lateral  sinus.  A  thrombasis  which  extends 
to  and  involves  the  cavernous  siims  induces  edema  of  the  eyelids, 
associated  with  chemosis  and  exophthalmos.  KrimmoU  fouml  jjaral- 
ysis  in  the  larynx  anti  of  the  mttsclcs  of  deglutitinii.  without  IiKal 
cause,  in  ihroml»osis  of  the  jugular  bulb.  Unilateral  laryngeal 
paralvsis  with  retarded  pulse  has  been  noted  in  rare  cases  where 
the  thrombus  e.xerted  pressure  on  the  ninth,  tenth,  and  eleventh 
cranial    ner^'es   in   the   foramen    lacenim   posticum    (TJfjenninghaus). 

In  18*>8  \'oss  stated  chat  the  hniii  of  the  blood  in  the  sinus 
ceases  in  cases  of  thrombosis.  This  local  sign  Keimer  (W^O)  sul>- 
stantiated  in  persrmal  obserx'ation.  The  bruit  is  listened  for  with  a 
stetho^Cl»I}e,  and  comparison  is  made  with  the  sounds  heard  in  the 
healthy  .Htde. 


352 


THE   MIDDLE  EAR. 


l-'inally.  Libman.  of  the  Mt.  Sinai  Hospital,  New  York, 
published  observations  in  which  he  holds  that  the  tindin^  of  sircp- 
tncoccus  in  the  bloo«I-sircani.  when  all  other  possible  sources  of 
origin  of  llic  bacteremia  are  eliminated,  indicates  a  sinus-lhromliosis. 
In  all  of  his  published  cases  the  positive  findings  of  .streptococci 
iti  the  hlixxl,  hy  culiuring  the  blot^d  (after  withdrawal  fntm  a  vein). 
were  substantiated  at  the  operation  by  finding  the  sinus  throm- 
botic. On  the  contrary,  at  the  ^fanhattan  F.yc  and  Ear  Hospital, 
New  York,  where-  a  scries  of  blood-cultures  was  inade  fruni 
patients  suffering  from  suppurative  purulent  otitis  inetlia.  by 
Jonathan  Wright  and  reported  by  Duel,  the  Hmling^  showed  that 
in  the  relation  of  strcptococccinia  to  sinus-thrtmilMKis  the  finding 
of  St  refit  octicci  in  the  bUxMl-stream  did  not  indicate  MnuMhn.mi- 
bosi*  in  all  the  cases  in  which  the  sinus  was  explored,  and.  further- 
more, streptococeeinia  was  disci>vere<l  in  many  )>atients  with  tlat 
temperatures  and  no  other  coexistent  Bi|:ns  of  sinu^-tlirombosi^. 
Kor  could  endocarditis  or  other  lesions  which  might  have  accmmted 
for  the  lacicrcmia  be  demonstrated.  (Tlie  question  of  bacteremia 
H  more  fully  discussed  on  (>ages  41  and  74.) 

!<  Trtuuactioas  of  the  Amcriuii  Olological  Society,  19U9. 
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Fir.  2S3. — Swtton*  from  tem|>pratiirf  chart  of  a  rase  of  O,  M.  P.  C« 
compHcatcd  with  ■iiiiis-thnniibutiiK  wilti  Kymptnms  uf  tvpliftd  fcvcf,  vix^ 
WtAU  reaction  positive,  and  charactcristK  rash,  A  tnrornhus  cKtr'n<lH 
front  the  lorcular  to  an  tiKlctermtnable  point  liclow  Uic  clavicle.  The 
patient  8iiminih«d  to  menin);itis  nnd  srptircmia  five  wrekj  after  sdmissioo 
to  the  )io«pital  ICitue  fully  rt-rmrtrtt  in  the  Tranuctiiitin  of  the  Atncncaa 
Lar J tisological,  Khinolugical  .ind  Otologita!  Society,  1W9,) 
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In  the  presenl  state  of  Uie  subject  we  ilo  not  feci  tlial  wc  arc 
justified  in  saying  iliat  the  rimliiin  of  sireptcxrocci  in  the  blood  neces- 
sarily means  the  existence  of  a  stnus-thrombosis,  even  after  all 
other  sources  of  the  bacteremia  are  eliminated.  When,  however, 
in  addition  to  other  classical  signs,  the  bIoo<l  shows  streptococci 
this  finding  then  furnishes  conclusive  corroborative  evidence  of 
the  presence  of  a  ihrninbiis.  marked  lcuc(X">to3i5  and  a  high  poly- 
ntorphonuclear  percentage  (page  76)  being  among  the  associatetj 
symptoms. 

Diagnosis. — P.ocJiningliaus  lays  down  the  four  following  proi>- 
ositions  regarding  the  tliagnosis  of  sinus-thrombosis: — 

1.  Whfn,  after  an  acute  middU-ear  and  mastoid  involvemcttt.  in 
ifiic  of  adequate  drainage  {surifkal  treatment)  the  fet'^  recurs  after 
hainmf  drof'ped,  then  Tiv  shouid  be  suspicious  of  simts-thromhosts. 
EspecioUy  is  this  true  if  the  temperature  ele^'ations  persist  ox-er  a 
number  of  days,  atid  become  hi*jher  as  siicceeditui  days  pass. 

Tliat  fever  often  persists  for  some  days  after  mastoid  operation, 
and  is  especially  prone  to  persist  in  the  case  of  children,  has  been 
shown  by  Harris.^ 

2.  //  the  fcrer  reappears  after  an  mrrn-a/  of  norma!  temperature, 
which  has  follmvcd  the  proeuriny  of  adequate  middle-car  drainage 
(mastoid  operation,  etc.). 

3.  When  fczer  suddenly  reappears  after  a  case  of  middle-ear 
infection  apparently  has  been  cured  for  some  interriii  of  time. 

4.  li'lien,  in  cases  of  chronic  middle-car  suppuration  having  mar- 
ginally situated  drum  perforations,  there  is  a  sudden  appearance  of 
/rsvf,  then  sinus-thrombvsis  is  to  be  suspected. 

Regarding  IJocnninghaus's  diagnosis  based  upon  the  time  and 
advent  of  fever,  it  must  tie  borne  in  minfl  that  all  other  .lourccs  of 
the  fever  first  must  be  eliminated  in  order  to  make  his  four  propo- 
litions  hold  true.  Of  csi>ccial  sigiiilicance  is  this  observation  when 
lling  with  cases  occurring  among  chihlren  and  also  in  cases  of 
cr>'5ipelas  following  the  mastoid  operation.  Erysipelas  with  delayed 
local  maiiifestalioi>s  is  occasionally  observed.  In  one  such  case  occnr* 
ring  in  the  author's  practice,  there  occurred  three  sudden  rises  of  tem- 
j.»cranire  ranging  froni  105°  to  lOS-'J^"  on  succeeding  days  with  cliills, 
nausea  and  other  symptoms  of  sinus  throml>osis  in  a  patient  who  had 
been  operate*!  a  few  clays  previously  for  acute  mastoiditis.  The  sinus 
was  then  opened  and  found  normal,  but  upon  changing  the  wet  drcs.*- 
ing  six  iKJurs  later  the  local  symptoms,  redness,  swelling,  etc..  had 
apiKarcd.  This  case  made  a  good  recoverj'.  In  one's  anxiety  to  operate 
early,  the  possibility  of  incipient  erysipelas  sIiouUl  he  eliminated.  An- 
otlK-r  somewhat  rare  postoperative  condition  may  be  defined  as  an 
•extensive  non-er>sipeIas  celluliiii^  of  the  scalp.  This  is  invariably 
ushcreil  in  with  a  sudden  rise  of  temi>erature.  chill  and  sometimes 
nausea,  lliis  may  Ik*  mistaken  for  sinus  thrombosis  unless  the  wound 
area  and  scalp  are  examined. 


*  Annali  of  Owloey,  1902. 
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In  a  more  tlctaile*!  coiisidcraiion  of  the  iHaflno*ti<r  points,  ft  fs 
fouiul  that  in  typical  ca^ci^  wliicli  prf*ciU  the  t-iilire  calcgon.'  of 
siffiis  aiul  fiyinpioiiis  lateral  siniis-thronibo5i&  is  iw>t  difficult  to  recr^- 
nize.  The  cliaracicristic  iem[K.Tatiire  curve,  ihp  chills,  the  sweating, 
(he  vomiting,  ihc  localized  patn  over  the  sinus  walls,  the  leucocytosl*. 
iht  hijih  ;>olyniiclear  iwrccntaRe.  the  hacicrcniia.  together  with  ihc 
history  of  pnrultmt  otitis  nte<lia  and  ina-doidilis,  furnish  an  unerring 
clinical  picture  of  this  affection.  Unfortunately,  in  a  large  percenrtige 
of  even  the  so-called  t>iJical  caws,  one  or  imirc  of  the  aliovc-nanied 
symptoms  arc  ahwnt,  in  which  event  il  hecome*  more  difficult  to  render 
a  "liagiiosis.    (l*'or  radiography  see  Fig.  252!) 

In  atypical  cases  tlic  diagnosis  always  is  difficuU  and  requires 
an  exhaustive  consideration  of  the  entire  chain  of  symptoms,  mean- 
while taking  advantage  oi  hlomi -culture,  hluod  examinations  and 
all  known  mcth»xls  whereby  other  dUeases  may  be  eliminated.  A 
high  tenipcralure  continuing  several  days  after  a  mastoid  operation, 
especially  when  the  operative  tiiidin^s  have  disrioscd  areas  of 
necrosis  nf  the  hony  covering  of  the  lalcr.il  '^inus,  and  examination 
of  the  hltu'd  shows  bacteremia.  Icucccyto^is  aii<l  a  higli  p':>lynuclc.ir 
percentage,  is  indicative  at  least  of  an  infective  process  of  sufficient 
severity  to  constitute  sinus-thrombosis^  and  the  sinus  should  be 
examined. 

The  diagnosis  of  primary  jugtdar-kulb  thrombosis  must  largely 
depend  upon  the  sudden  rise  in  tlic  temperature  range,  and  the  sub- 
sequent fluctuations  from  normal  or  sulmormal  to  104".  105"  or 
106°.  Usually  occurring  in  infants  and  yoting  children,  and  often 
without  intercurrent  mastoid  infection,  the  early  diagnosis  is  mo^ 
difficult  and  must  lie  mailc  only  after  eliminating  other  disease-*, 
such  as  pneumonia,  malaria,  typhoid  fever,  and  digesiivc  disturb- 
ances.   Blood  examinati<ms  also  furnish  reliable  data. 

The  o(>eralive  hnrhngs.  both  %vhcn  the  sinus  is  exposed  for  pur- 
poses of  diagno?;is  and  when  necrotic  areas  of  its  hony  covering  are 
discovered  duriiij,'  the  prcigress  ot  the  mastoid  operation,  arc  of  con- 
siderable diagnostic  value,  as  occasionally  a  thromhu5  in  the  sigtmwl 
region  is  discovered  only  at  the  time  of  operation.  Whenever  an 
exposed  area  of  the  sinus  is  covered  with  healthy  granulations,  its 
interior  slnitdd  not  be  disturbed  unless  other  signs  and  symptoms  uf 
throml»sis  are  present.  U'hen.  niter  removing  a  necrotic  area  of  the 
bony  covering  of  the  sinus,  should  the  sinus  wall  at  one  or  more  points 
present  necrotic  or  sloughing  spots  and  much  epidural  pus  inMead  of 
the  smooth,  shghily  shining  blue  surf.icc  of  a  normal  sinus  wall,  then 
there  is  a  "Jtrong  probability  thai  the  infection  has  already  invaded  the 
blood-currcnl  within.  Palixition  of  the  sinus  wall  i*  an  uncertain 
diagnostic  measure,  inasmuch  as  pulsation  still  may  continue  after  t 
clot  of  considerable  size  ha.<t  foruKd.  If  puhation  is  absent  and  tlie 
pressure  sensation  is  doughy,  a  thrombus  may  be  expected. 

An  occIu<ling  thrnmbu*  occupying  the  lateral  nr  -.igmoid  sinu*  may 
exist  without  prorhiring  any  symptoms  rcfcrahir  to  the  internal  juguUr 
v^n.  The  local  diagnostic  signs  of  ihromljoais  of  the  internal  jugular 
vein — and  they  are  by  no  means  constant — are  pain  and  tenderness 
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extending  along  the  pathway  nf  the  vein,  the  alisciice  of  venous  liruit, 
swelling  of  the  cervical  glands,  a  conHikc  sensation  evoked  by  palpa- 
tion along  ihe  thronilMfScd  vein,  the  fixed  jjosition  of  the  paltent's  head, 
which  bends  towanl  the  atlccted  side,  and  finally  rdlex  phenomena 
from  compression  of  regional  nene  trunks. 

Reverting  to  tlie  diagnosis  of  lateral  sinus-thrombosis  in  general, 
cmpliaiiis  shoiiifl  be  placed  upon  the  importance  of  early  diagnosis, 
iuasmuc"h  as  the  mortality  in  cases  surgically  treated  is  in  direct  pro- 
piirtion  to  ihe  dnralinn  and  extent  of  ilie  di^ea^e. 

Prognosis. — The  prognosis  of  lateral  sinus-thrombosis  depend'* 
upon  the  duration  and  extent  of  the  disease,  and  upuu  tlie  stage  at 
which  further  progress  is  checked  In-  surgical  interference.  The  earlier 
the  operation  the  iowcr  the  mortality.  A  Incalizctl  thrombus  of  sJiort 
duralion,  M-hcn  located  in  the  region  of  the  sigmoid,  and  therefore 
unaccompanied  by  involvement  of  the  petrosal  sinuses  or  jugular  bulb, 
when  ojicratcd  upon  promptly  tisually  rv^ull-s  in  recovery:  whereas, 
during  tlic  later  stages,  after  ihe  tlirombn:^  has  invade<l  the  contributing 
branchc*.  Ibc  torcular,  the  hulb  or  jugular  vein,  the  prognosis  i«  less 
favorable  and  the  niortaliiy  is  high.  After  nleta^tatic  abscesses  have 
formed  in  the  lungs,  brain,  spleen,  bowels,  etc..  the  mortality  ts 
extremely  high.  9 

Tlicre  is  considerable  evidence  in  published  reports  to  warrant  the 
opinion  that  certain  individuals  pi>sscss  sufficient  resistance  lo  the  infec- 
tion to  enable  llicm  to  comiteract  it^  effects  without  the  formation  of 
thrombi.  Once  formed,  however,  a  thromhus  is  prone  to  suppurate 
and  break  dt.wn.  often  with  a  p.irtial  or  total  dcstniction  of  the  sinus 
wall  and  subsequent  purulent  inHaiiunalion  of  the  snrroiinding  tissues. 
The  author  has.  during  the  process  of  operations  ujwjn  the  mastoid 
process,  found  the  sinus  wall^  enormously  thickened  and  its  lumen 
nearly  or  quite  nbliicrated,  arul  still  without  any  visible  clot. 

Treatment. — Tbe  treatment  of  sinus-thrombosis  of  otitic  origin 
is  entirely  sur^iral,  and  for  coiivenitMice  it  is  herein  considerrd  under 
two  head.s:  (a]  Ca?cs  in  which  there  liavc  been  no  previous  objective 
or  subjective  symptoms  of  sinus-ihrombo^ii^:  neverlhelcss,  at  the  time 
of  an  operation  on  the  mastoid  process  the  infection  of  Ihe  sinns  is  dis- 
covered, (b)  Cases  in  which  the  sinus  infection  either  is  suspected 
previous  to  the  operation  upon  the  mastoid  process,  or  it  <lcvelops 
imbsequent  to  the  operation. 

In  type  (a)  if  a  perisinus  absces<i  is  discovered  during  the  course 
of  a  mastoid  operation,  and  if  it  hasexisle<I  for  a  considerable  lime.  Ihe 
portions  of  ihe  wall  thus  cvpo^ed  to  the  infection  *vill  Iw  covered  witli 
granulations.  But  if  the  pnnilent  process  has  been  of  shorter  ehiralion 
the  exposed  area  of  tlie  sinus  appears  inHamed  and  thickened  without 
the  usu.l1  granulations.  On  the  other  han<l  an  accidental  exposure  of 
the  sinus  during  a  mastoid  operation,  when  no  perisinus  abscess  exists, 
occasionally  reveals  an  appearance  of  the  sinu<;  walls  which  is  almo.st 
identical  with  those  alwve  ilescriWd,  In  the  absence  of  (lie  classical 
symptoms  of  infection  or  thrombosis  of  the  sinus  prior  to  the  operation, 
even  though  a  perisinus  abscess  is  discovered,  it  is  inadvisable  to  explore 
it  either  by  incision  or  by  puncture  unless  its  walls  arc  necrotic  or 
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^ngrciious.  Even  if  the  surgeoo  is  convinced  that  a  clot  is  present 
if  no  symptoms  o£  infective  tlironibosis  have  appcareiJ.  it  is  inadvisable 
to  inlcrtcrc  surgically  with  the  sinus.  The  author  is  firmly  convinced 
that  non-infcciive  thrombi  may  develop  in  the  lumen  of  a  venoiu 
sinus,  which  eventually  beconte  organized  into  c^tnncclive  tissue, 
Tij  iipcraie  upim  cases  "f  this  type  and  thereby  brave  the  danger  of 
infecting  the  sterile  thrombus  is  a  questionable  procedure. 

In  every  case  of  |)eri»inus  abscess  the  entire  diseased  area  of  sintts 
wall  should  be  exposed  to  view,  but  the  granulations  upon  the  surface 
of  the  simts  shoultl  not  l>e  disturbed,  inasmuch  as  they  represent  the 
efforts  of  nature  to  limit  the  progress  of  the  infection.  Patients  in 
whom  the  t>perativc  findings  alrovc  describe<l  arc  present  should  remain 
in  t>C(l.  Meantime  bnth  a  bliKHl-count  ami  hloud-culture  (see  Qupter 
VII)  should  be  made,  the  temperature  taken  every  two  hours,  and 
further  devel(i|>ments  awaited.  Shouhl  the  usual  symptoms  of  infective 
sinu*s-thrombnsis  subsequently  develop,  then  the  sinus  should  l>e 
explored  without  delay,  following  the  technique  hereinafter  described. 

In  type  (b),  namelv.  ihftse  in  which  sinus  infection  or  ihrombouS' 
is  suspected  prior  to  llic  mastm<l  r.|»enition,  or  in  which  a  simis-lhrom- 
bosis  develops  at  some  pcnoil  .subsequent  to  such  an  operation,  the 
operative  technique  is  A  ftiltows:  In  case  the  ina^tniil  pruce&s  is  stdl 
intact  a  preliminary  mastoid  operation  bcc()mes  necessary.  Afier  ex- 
cavating all  diseased  areas  of  I>onc  the  visceral  (cranial)  table  cover- 
ing the  sigmoid  sinus  should  be  exposed  at  some  point  unlcits  a  peri- 
sinus  abscess  has  already  brought  almut  such  an  exposure  (Fig.  130). 
In  any  event  it  is  necessary  to  enlarge  the  area  of  ex)Mx^ure  by  removing 
tite  osseoin  covering  of  the  sinus  downward  lo  the  level  of  the  bulb  and 
backward  fnr  a  e<msiderablc  distance  ti>ward  the  torcular  (  Pig.  254), 
In  effecting  this  exp<wurc  great  care  should  l>c  cxerciHC<l  not  to  make 
pressure  on  the  sinus  wall  or  otlierwise  disturb  its  contents.  Hence 
the  removal  of  tlie  necessary  bony  covering  of  the  sigmoid  calls  for  the 
skillful  manipulation  of  instruments.  The  sharp  curet  anil  the  rongeur 
forceps  are  the  favorite  instruments  for  removing  this  lione.  After  a 
small  exjiosure  is  made,  either  by  means  of  a  clitsel  or  curet.  a  slender- 
hiaded  rongeur  forceps  (Fig.  H8j,  tme  blade  of  which  is  inserted 
between  the  sinus  wall  and  the  opi^sing  blade  adjusted  upon  the 
adjacent  bfjoe.  is  made  lo  cut  and  lift  the  Unie  piece  by  piece  until  the 
desircil  exposure  is  obtained.  During  this  ami  all  subsequent  manipula- 
tions upon  the  sinus  it  is  well  to  have  an  assistant  make  pressure  over 
the  corresponding  jugidar  vein  in  order  to  arrest  any  detached  blood- 
dots  which  may  flow  from  the  region  of  the  sinus  above. 

Having  obtained  the  pcsitive  si^s  and  symptoms  of  sinus-throm- 
Iwfiis,  such  as  a  septic  icmperaiure.  mcreased  k-ncorytosis,  «iih  a  high 
polymorphonuclear  percentage.  l>aclercmia.  nausea  .-^nd  vnmiting.the 
lateral  sinus  should  in  every  instance  l»c  cxplorcrl,  even  though  its  walls 
may  appear  normal.  In  fact  the  external  appearance  of  the  siims  in 
no  wise  is  an  in\"ariable  guide  to  a  diagnosis  of  infection  ivithin  it* 
lumen.  Tlie  sinus  w.nll  may  appear  perfectly  normal,  palpation  nuy 
not  reveal  anyihing  of  imjMtrtance.  pulsation  may  be  present  or  absent. 
and  still  the  lateral  sinus  may  hartx^r  a  mural  clot.     In  sudi  a  case, 
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after  free  exposure  of  the  sinus,  the  assistant  should  hold  two  plugs  of 
iodoform  gauze,  one  over  ilic  torcuUr  end  of  the  exposure  and  tlic 
otlier  over  the  cardiac  end  but  not  in  contact  with  it,  in  order  to  be 
prepared  to  stop  hemorrhage  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

The  surjjeon  should  now  make  a  free  incision  in  the  sinus  wall  to 
the  extent  of  about  one  inch  (Fig.  254).  If  free  hemorrhage  results 
the  assistant  is  directed  to  make  pressure  by  inserting  the  plug  into 
posiiion  over  the  torcular  end  of  the  sinus  (i-if*-  254).  l-VcsFure  is 
first  made  on  this  end  for  the  reason  that  if  the  cardiac  end  of  the 


Fig.  254. — The  osseous  covering  (inner  cranial  tablc>  of  the  lateral 
sinus  h.is  hetn  excavated  from  the  level  of  the  jitRular  bulb  upward  and 
backward  toward  the  torculnr.  The  traiize  controlltuK  plugs  arc  inserted 
and  a  linear  iiici»ion  lias  b«cn  extended  ihrouuli  the  outer  wall  of  the  sinus. 

sinus  contains  a  clot  it  is  not  %o  liable  to  be  forced  into  the  general 
circulation.  After  controlling  the  hemorrhage  from  the  torcular  end, 
'should  there  be  a  free  return  I^dw  from  bcluw,  then  a  controlling  plug 
should  be  introduced  into  llie  cardiac  end  (Fig.  254)  and  meantime 
Ihc  plug  over  the  toradar  end  is  removed.  In  case  the  hemorrhage 
from  the  torcular  end  dicn  recurs  afier  the  removal  of  the  pressure 
plug,  it  may  be  assume*!  that  the  sinus  docs  not  contain  a  clot,  barring 
the  possibility  that  a  small  dot  may  have  escaped  with  the  nisli  of  bloud 
from  the  incision.  A  careful  examination  of  the  interior  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  sinus  which  is  situated  twtwcen  the  two  plugs  is  then  made. 
H  no  clot  is  found  the  outer  wall  of  the  sinus  should  Iw  chipped  away 
with  curved  scissors  and  the  plugs  left  in  position.  By  so  doing  the 
sinus  finally  becomes  obliterated.    On  the  other  hand,  if  tt  is  found  that 
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after  [ilacJng  the  pressure  plug  in  position  on  llic  cardiac  end  of  the 

sigmoid  !f<irius  and  releasing  itie  plug  un  1Ik>  t'^rcular  end  no  lienmrrhage 
results,  it  may  Iw  assnincd  that  a  tiol  otuupies  llic  lumen  uf  the  luiciilar 
end.  Tliis  retained  clot  should  be  drawn  out  through  the  incisiojii  by 
means  of  a  small  ring  turci.  The  cjot  usually  comes  out  en  massi-,  but 
occasionally  it  separates  and  is  drawn  out  piece  by  piece.  It  is  some- 
lime's  necessary  to  intrwhice  the  curct  nearly  to  the  torcular  in  onlcr 
to  succeed  in  withdrawing  the  entire  clot.  L'i>on  tlie  final  removal  uf 
ttic  clot  from  the  torcular  enil  of  the  lateral  simis  a  gush  of  blood 
ensues  and  a  pressure  plug  must  immediately  Iw  introduced  lo  control 
it.  This  romplctci  the  surgerj-  which  pertams  to  the  treatment  of  the 
torcular  eml  of  the  ^inus. 

Should  an  infective  thrombus  exist  in  the  lower  segtueat  of  the 
i^inus  and  extend  to  or  beyond  ilie  jugular  hulli,  the  evidences  of  this 
either  would  be  found  in  a  slight  return  flow  or  no  hcnuirrhago  at  all 
from  the  btUbar  end.  upon  removing  ihc  pressure  plug.  In  rare 
instances  a  clot  may  be  in  a  state  of  disintegration  anU  thus  become  an 
exception  to  the  above  rule. 

Tiic  cint  located  in  ilie  descending  portion  of  the  sigmoid  sinu*i  and 
jitgnlar  bulh  aKo  is  removed  by  the  ring  curct.  which  should  be  manip- 
ulated %vith  great  caution  owing  to  the  ilanger  which  follows  wlicn 
fragments  of  clots  escape  into  the  general  circulation. 

If  the  rernoval  of  the  clot  is  followed  by  free  return  hcmon;Jiage. 
it  may  tie  as<iumoil  it  tias  not  extended  below  the  juRular  bulb,  anti  that 
any  remnanti  will  be  wa-^hcd  into  the  mastoid  woimd  by  the  flow  from 
the  inferior  petrosal  sinus.  Free  hemorrhage  from  the  wound  tn  the 
sinus  at  this  stage  is  cor rolwira live  evidence  that  the  entire  clot  lias  been 
removed,  and  that  it  is  unneces?ar\'  to  resect  the  internal  jugular  vein  or 
proceed  farther.  HeiKc  a  pressure  plug  should  be  inserted  below  the 
incision  tn  the  sinus  to  control  hemorrhage,  and,  after  trimming  off  it^ 
outer  wall  in  the  manner  descrit)ed  in  the  previous  paragrat>h,  the 
usual  mastoid  dressings  should  be  applied. 

In  case  no  return  flow  can  lie  obiaine<l  after  reasonable  efforts  to 
remove  the  clot  froni'the  region  of  the  jugtdar  bulb,  or  -shonhl  the  clot 
be  undergoing  disintegration,  or  the  patient's  previouii  symptoms 
indicate  profound  wrpsis.  then  the  internal  jugular  vein  should- t>e  re- 
sected. The  same  procedure  would  also  be  imlicated  upon  the  appear- 
ance of  marked  tenderness  and  inlihration  along  the  course  of  the 
jugular  vein,  with  enlargement  of  the  adjacent  cervical  glands,  or  a 
sensation  upon  iJal[mtion  of  a  ror<I-likc  infiltration  along  the  vein. 

Technique  of  Jugular  Kescction. — In  every  instance  in  which  lateral 
sinus-thrombosis  is  su*ipccted  the  neck  of  the  patient  shouhl  be  anti- 
septically  prepared  prior  to  the  operation  upon  the  niasioid  pnxess,  as 
the  saving  of  time  h  an  important  element  in  the  combined  mastoid 
and  jugular  resection  operations.  After  determining  that  the  internal 
jugular  vein  must  lie  resected,  its  removal  should  take  precedence,  and 
manipulation  of  the  sinus  should  temporarily  be  abandoited,  ina-.)iuk-h 
Bs  the  resection  procedure  acts  as  a  dam  to  the  escape  of  fragments-  of 
broken-down  blood-clots  from  above  which  otherwise  might  enter  the 
general  circtilation. 
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Hence  tlic  mastoid  wound  should  he  lighily  packed  and  covered 
witii  sterile  ^auzc  and  tlic  neck  ixpot-ed  Tor  operation.  The  skin 
incision  should  extend  from  one  inch  hclnw  the  mastoid  tip  to  the 
insertion  of  the  anterior  division  of  ihc  siernucleidnniastoid  muscle 
to  the  clavicle  ami  sternum,  and  alonsj  the  anterior  liorder  of 
this  muscle.     The  primary  incision  j^Iioiild  penetrate  the  skin,  the 


Fig.  255.— Resection  o(  the  jugular  vein. 


superficial  fascia  and  the  platysma  myuides  inward  to  the  external 
layer  of  the  deep  fascia.  During  this  incision  the  external  jugular 
vein  will  be  exposed,  and  to  avoid  trnuhlcsome  hemorrhage  it 
should  be  picked  up  and  tied  at  two  points  ahoiit  onc-lialf  inch  apart 
and  then  incised  between  the  two.  The  deep  fa.^icia  should  be 
picked  up  along  the  anterior  border  of  the  slernocleidumastoid 
muscle  with  two  pairs  of  mou?e-tooth  forceps  and  incised  between 
them,  thus  exposing  the  anterior  border  of  this  muscle.  The  latter 
incision  should  then  be  extended  throughout  the  lung  axis  of  the 
wound.    From  now  on  it  is  much  safer  to  use  the  handle  of  the 
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knife  and  prc»cccd  by  Munt  dissection  down  to  the  sheath  which 
encloses  the  inlcrnal  jugular  vein,  the  carotid  artery  and  the  vagus 
nerve.  These  vessels  lie  under  the  anterior  border  of  the  sterno- 
cleidomastoid muscle,  and  the  sheath  is  more  easily  reached  in  the 
area  which  lies  btlow  the  anterior  belly  of  the  omohyoid  rausclc. 

After  exjiosurc  of  the  sheath  of  the  vcuscls,  an  opening  i:^  made 
and  extended  in  both  dircction-s  along  the  course  of  the  vein.  The 
internal  jugular  vein  and  the  conimun  carotid  artery  now  come  into 
view,  the  former  occupying  the  external  position  (I*ig.  255). 

The  next  step  in  the  operation  consists  in  isolating  the  vein 
from  its  surroundings.  A  double  ligature  is  then  passed  around  it. 
as  near  to  the  clavicle  as  possible,  thus  to  guard  against  the  dangers 
arisinjj  from  dislodged  bhxid-clots.  The  vein  is  then  incised 
between  the  two  ligatures  and  dif^sected  upward  beneath  the  omo- 
hyoid, it  being  unnecessary  in  most  cases  to  sacriticc  this  muscle. 
The  various  branches  of  the  vein  should  be  ligated  and  cut  at  a 
considerable  distance  from  their  junctions  with  the  jugular  vein, 
as  they  are  encountered  (Tig.  255). 

The  in.sertion  of  these  veins  into  the  internal  jugular  is  rather 
irregular,  the  thyroid  branches  sometimes  entering  bv  separate 
trunks,  but  tisnally  by  a  single  trunk.  The  lingual  and  facial  veins 
usually  enter  by  a  single  trunk,  although  this  arrangement  is  not 
constant.  The  dissection  of  the  vein  should  continue  well  beyond 
the  entrance  of  the  facial  branch  and  as  close  to  the  mastoid  lip  as 
is  convenient.  Another  double  ligature  should  here  be  applied  and 
the  vein  excised  between  them  (Fig.  255),  after  which  it  may  be 
lifted  from  the  wound.  Care  must  he  exercised  while  passing  the 
ligatures  not  to  include  the  vagus  nerve.  Should  the  glands  along 
the  course  of  the  vein  be  enlarged  they  should  be  removed.  After 
flxishing  the  wound  with  saline  or  biclilorid  solution,  the  incision 
in  the  neck  may  be  closed  with  sutures  and  a  cigarette  drain 
inserted  which  should  extend  from  the  upper  end  of  the  wound  to 
its  lowest  portion.    Sterile  gauze  compresses  are  then  applied. 

Returning  to  the  mastoid  wound,  the  temporarj-  packing  is 
removed. 

All  remaining  clots  are  removed  from  the  sinus,  especially  from 
the  region  of  the  jugular  bulb.  While  it  is  impossible  to  curet  the 
bulb  without  an  extensive  removal  of  bone,  it  usually  is  possible  lo 
remove  a  large  portion  of  the  mass  and  permit  the  flow  from  the 
inferior  petrosal  sinus  to  flush  the  balance.  Pressure  tampons  are 
then  introduced  and  the  mastoid  wound  is  dressed  in  the  ustui 
manner. 

Difficulties  of  Jugular  7?«(fr/ion.— Aside  from  the  difficulties  wltich 
arc  induced  by  faulty  technique,  the  operation  may  be  complicated  by 
the  presence  of  numerous  enlarged  and  suppurating  glands  which 
adds  greatly  to  the  difficulties  of  the  procedure;  or,  as  the  author 
has  seen  in  one  case,  the  vein  may  be  placed  in  the  centre  of  a 
large  abscess  cavity  with  almost  total  destruction  of  its  wall. 
Furthermore,  instead  uf  occupying  its  usual  prominent  position  it 
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may  present  the  appearance  of  a  small  cord-like  structure  and  thus 
be  difficult  to  identify. 

After-treatment. — In  cases  where  it  is  unnecessary  to  ligate  the 
jugular  vein,  the  mastoid  dressings  together  with  the  pressure 
plugs  usually  remain  in  situ  for  from  two  to  five  days,  depending 
upon  the  general  condition  and  temperature  variations  exhibited 
by  the  patient.  The  removal  of  the  plugs  at  the  end  of  five  days  is 
not  usually  followed  by  a  return  of  hemorrhage,  and  the  subsequent 
dressings  are  conducted  along  lines  similar  to  those  employed  for 
the  simple  mastoid  operation. 

The  wound  in  the  neck  should  be  dressed  on  the  second  day 
after  operation  and  the  cigarette  drain  partially  removed  through 
the  lower  end  of  the  incision.  The  neck  wound  should  be  dressed 
at  least  every  other  day  and  a  small  portion  of  the  drain  removed 
at  each  dressing  until  the  wound  is  entirely  free.  Should  the 
sutures  in  the  neck  become  infected,  it  becomes  necessary  to  remove 
them  and  thereafter  treat  the  wound  as  an  open  one.  But  at  each 
dressing  the  edges  of  the  wound  should  be  approximated  as  closely 
as  possible  by  means  of  adhesive  straps.  Following  the  operation, 
it  may  be  necessarv,  owing  to  loss  of  blood,  to  employ  saline 
enemata  and  general  stimulation.  A  liberal  saline  enema  should 
be  administered  upon  the  completion  of  the  operation  in  order  to 
counteract  the  shock  and  loss  of  blood. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

COMPLICATING  H-:S10XS  OF  PURULEXT  OTITIS  MEDIA. 

(IXTRACRAXIAL  COMPLICATIONS.) 

{Conlinued.) 

OTITIC  DISEASES  OF  THE  MENINGES. 
Method  of  Invasion. 

The  dura  mater  and  other  meninges  are  invaded  by  infections 
of  otitic  origin,  cither  by  the  direct  or  the  indirect  route.  In  the 
first  or  direct  variety,  which  is  by  far  the  most  usual  form  of 
involvement,  the  dura  becomes  diseased  througli  direct  contact 
with  the  disease  in  tlie  neighboring  temporal  bone,  tlie  latter  having 
gradually  succumbed  to  the  infectious  process,  until  some  portion 
of  its  inner  (visceral)  tal)Ie  has  become  necrosed  and  broken  down 
with  resulting  epidural  abscess. 

In  the  indirect  type  of  invasion  the  most  careful  examination 
often  fails  to  show  any  direct  communication  between  the  diseased 
bone  and  tlic  affected  meninges.  Uocnninijhaus  is  of  the  opinion 
that  the  indirect  nictlmd  ()f  invasion  is  one  that  takes  place  through 
the  small  veins  wliicb  arise  in  the  lining  membrane  of  the  pneumatic 
mastoid  cells  and  \\  bicli  anastomose  witli  veins  about  the  dural 
portion  of  the  lateral  sinus. 

Regarding  the  relationship  between  the  otitis  media  and  the 
meningitis  in  the  given  instance,  we  find  that  the  meningitis  may 
accompany  the  middle-ear  disease,  or  it  may  fnllow  after  the  disease 
in  the  middle-car  spaces  has  entirely  sut»sicled.  The  latter,  how- 
ever, is  the  rarer  finding. 

\"ery  rarely,  but  still  to  be  mentioned,  is  the  finding  of  a 
meningeal  involvement  witliout  a  suppuralinn  having  been  present 
at  all  in  the  middle  ear,  I.eulcrt  (1S''6)  having  seen  a  diplococcus 
meningitis  follow  a  catarrhal  involvement  «if  the  middle  ear.  These 
cases  arc  similar  to  t]u>se  in  which  a  purulent  mastoiditis  takes 
place  accompanied  simplv  by  a  catarrhal  involvement  of  the  tym- 
panic cavity,  and  when  there  is  no  actual  purulent  disease  of  the 
tympanic  cavity  present. 

Pachymeningitis  Externa. 

Localized  pachymeningitis  affecting  the  parietal  layer  of  the 
dura  is  the  most  cnmmon  of  all  infections  involving  the  intra- 
cranial tissues  n^i  a  resnlt  of  purulent  otitis  media.  It  lias  been 
ol>scrved  more  frequent  I  v  In  men  than  in  women,  and  recorded 
histories  show  tliat  the  right  side  is  more  often  involved  than  the 
left.  As  a  rule  the  portion  of  dura  contiguous  to  the  antrum 
tegmen  nr  attic  tegmen  (Fig.  259)  is  the  site  of  the  disease,  although 
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the  necrotic  process  may  apiiroacli  Ilic  dura  from  pther  purtions  of 
the  mastoid  ur  petrous  portions  of  the  bone,  and  even  the  cerebellar 
dura  may  become  the  site  of  the  affection.  It  is  quite  possible  that 
a  small  external  involvement  of  the  dura  in  otitic  cases  may  remain 
unrecognized,  such  symptoms  as  headache.  &hglit  rise  of  tempera- 
ture, etc..  being  at  the  time  referable  to  the  middle  ear. 

Pathology. — 1  he  diseased  area  of  dura  may  be  hyperemic  only, 
or  it  may  be  deep  red,  covered  with  granulations  or  the  formation 
of  new  connective  tissue.  The  visceral  surface  of  the  dura  is  much 
less  often  involved  than  the  parietal,  which  is  the  primary  scat  of 
the  infectious  process. 

In  cases  of  purulenl  otitis  media  with  cholesteatoniala  which 
have  produced  absorption  and  exposure  of  the  dura,  we  usually  find 
the  latter  of  a  greenish  cntor  and  sometimes  parlly  dcstmyed. 
Accumulations  of  pus  between  the  dura  and  the  necrosed  and 
broken-down  bone  are  dej^ignaled  as  cxtratinral  abscess.  The  com- 
municaiiiMi  between  the  extradural  abscess  and  the  diseased  middle 
ear  may  be  very  small,  nr  it  may  become  entirely  occluded.  Patho- 
logpcally,  wc  therefore  diflFereniiaie  an  of>cti  cxtrndHral  abscess, 
that  is,  one  freely  communicating  with  the  middle-ear  spaces,  and 
the  closed  extradural  abscess,  wherein  the  fistula  is  either  exceed- 
ingly small  or  enrirely  obliterated  between  the  pus  accumulation  in 
the  meninges  and  the  disease  in  the  bone. 

Situolion  of  the  Extradural  Abscess. — The  accumulations  of  i>us 
arc  more  commonly  found  over  the  tepmcn.  usually  choosing  the 
space  slightly  in  the  rear  of  the  tegmcn  anlri ;  they  also  occur  in  the 
region  of  the  sigmoid  sinus,  where  tliey  are  termed  perisinus  extra- 
dural abscesses.  More  rarely  extradural  abscesses  form  on  the 
posterior  side  of  the  temporal  pyramid,  and  still  more  rarely  upon 
the  anterior  surface  of  this  pyramid.  That  they  "iometlmes  do 
occur  in  this  locality  the  published  reports  of  (jrunert  (11^'*/"1. 
Sheppard  (I.W8K  Grunert,  Zcroni  (ISW),  Much  (IWO).  ami  others 
show.  The  abscesses  occurring  on  the  anterior  surface  of  the 
pyramid  arise  from  direct  involvement  of  the  veins  in  the  pneumatic 
cells  of  the  tip  of  the  temporal  pyramid  in  acute  cases  of  middle-ear 
suppuration. 

Those  which  develop  on  the  posterior  surface  of  the  pyramid 
result  from  chronic  suppuration  of  the  middle  ear,  in  which  the 
bbyrinth  also  is  involved.  The  exact  route  travelled  by  the  infec- 
tion from  the  labyrinth  to  the  dura  is  as  yet  unsettled. 

Symptoms. — .Xs  already  staled,  in  the  simpler  forms  of  j>achv- 
mcningitis  externa  the  symptoms  are  ])raciica!ly  unrecognizable. 
As  a  rule  the  diagnosis  cannot  be  made  until  after  complete 
exposure  of  the  dura  by  ilie  removal  of  ihc  portions  of  necrosed 
bone  which  lay  directly  upon  it.  After  removing  the  necrotic 
fragments  of  the  inner  (cranial)  table  the  evidences  of  the  disease 
will  be  seen  either  as  a  lucalixcd  iuUammatory  area  of  dura,  or  the 
exposed  tlural  surface  will  be  covered  with  granulations.  The  latter 
probably  develop  somewhat  later,  and  they  serve  as  protective 
barriers   to  the   further   progress   of   the   infective   process.     The 
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symptoms  of  pain  and  fever  are  neither  characteristic  nor  to  be 
differentiated  from  those  of  the  accompanying"  purulent  otitis  and 
mastoiditis. 

The  diagnosis,  therefore,  is  based  upon  the  above-described  ap- 
pearance of  the  dura  as  exposed  during  the  progress  of  a  mastoid 
operation. 

The  prognosis  is  favorable  when  no  extension  of  the  disease 
occurs. 

The  following  remarks  upon  the  treatment  of  pachymeningitis 
externa  are  entirely  applicable  also  to  extradural  abscess. 

Treatment. — Removal  of  all  diseased  bone  from  the  mastoid 
cells  and  exposure  of  the  infected  area  of  dura  constitutes  the  first 
step  in  the  treatment  of  this  affection.  The  curetment  of  the  bone 
should  extend  over  the  entire  diseased  area  of  dura.  When  the 
disease  is  located  in  the  region  of  the  tegmen  the  cells  of  the  zygoma 
must  be  excavated  in  order,  to  uncover  the  dura  lying  over  the 
epitympanum.  Hence  the  chief  step  in  the  operative  treatment 
is  the  removal  of  all  diseased  bone  from  the  affected  dura.  Healthy 
granulations  upon  the  dura  should  not  be  interfered  with,  inasmuch 
as  they  serve  to  protect  the  deeper  structures.  Subsequently,  the 
treatment  consists  in  carefully  protecting  the  meningeal  surface 
with  sterile  dressings.  The  management  of  the  entire  wound  is 
then  carried  out  as  in  the  case  of  simple  mastoiditis.  At  each 
subsequent  dressing  as  a  precautionary  measure,  the  exposed  dural 
surface  should  be  covered  with  sterile  gauze  before  packing  the 
mastoid  wound. 

After  having  discovered  the  disease  during  operation  it  is 
desirable  to  avoid  jars  or  concussion  during  the  further  excavation 
of  bone.  F.ven  the  concussion  incident  to  a  slight  blow  in  chiseling 
tends  to  cause  extension  of  the  inflammation  beyond  the  circum- 
scribed area  by  breaking  down  the  protecting  granular  adhesions. 
This  obser\'ation  has  been  made  by  Urbantschitsch.  and  but  empha- 
sizes my  own  opinion  tliat  in  all  mastoid  operations  the  chisel  never 
should  be  used  except  when  the  bone  is  not  removable  by  other 
and  less  dangerous  methods. 

Pachymeningitis  Interna. 

When  the  inflammation  spreads  through  the  dura  to  its  inner, 
visceral  side,  there  is  presented  a  condition  designated  pacbymenin' 
(litis  interna.  The  disease  may  not  progress  beyond  the  limitations  of  a 
localized  infection  of  the  subdural  spaces,  in  which  event  it  remains 
more  or  loss  circumscribed  in  its  character;  or  the  process  may 
spread  until  the  infection  invades  the  subarachnoidal  spaces.  The  dif- 
fuse purulent  inflammatory  process  which  then  arises  is  designated  as  a 
h-ptonwningitis.  It  is  not  always  possible  to  trace  the  exact  course 
traversed  by  otitic  infection  from  the  middle-ear  spaces  to  the 
sul)arachnoidal  space.  Many  observers  have  found  the  subdural 
space  to  be  free  frnin  evidence  of  disease,  even  when  the  infection 
is  known  to  have  passed  from  the  external  surface  of  the  dura  to  the 
subarachnoidal  spaces. 
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Finally,  adhesive  inflammatory  processes  occur  in  some  cases 
between  the  dura  and  arachnoid,  and  in  the  meshes  of  these 
adhesions  small  abscesses  may  form,  such  abscess  formations  being 
termed  subdural  abscess.  This  is  an  observation  substantiated  by 
Heine.* 

In  a  small  proportion  of  cases  of  subdural  abscess  the  braia 
surface  forms  its  inner  wall  (Kurner). 

Course. — Both  the  pachymeningitis  externa  and  the  pachy- 
meningitis interna  may  exist  for  a  considerable  period  of  time  with- 
out producing  serious  symptoms  or  grave  pathological  lesions. 
The  pus  accumulati'in  must  eventually  break  intn  some  neighhurinp 
Rtrurture,  and  quite  commonly  these  abscesses  empty  themselves 
into  the  middle-ear  spaces.  A  i>crisintis  ab-^cess  can  become  evacu- 
ated by  draining  into  the  middle  ear.  by  perforating  the  mastoid 
cortex,  or  by  spreading  along  the  mn^toid  emissary  vein  and  thus 
reaching  the  skull  surface-  liocnninghaus  contends  that  even  an 
extradural  abscess,  when  deeply  situated  on  the  anterior  pyramidal 
surface,  may  eventually  reach  the  surface  by  breaking  into  the 
pharynx  through  the  foramen  laccrwm  anterior,  forming  a  retro- 
pharyngeal abscess.  These  modes  of  evacuation  are.  however,  not 
the  common  course  of  the  absccw.  More  frequently,  after  the 
lapse  of  lime,  the  abscesses  infect  the  contents  of  the  cranium,  pro- 
ducing either  diffuse  meningitis  or  brain  abscess. 

The  treatment  of  subdural  abscess  is  essentially  'surgical,  the 
requirements  being  the  exposure  and  opening  of  the  dura  for  the 
purpose  of  evacuating  the  diseased  products,  and  also  if  possible 
lo  prevent  the  development  of  purulent  otitic  leptomeningitis. 


Otitic   Leptomeningitis. 

Invasion. — The  invasion  of  the  meninges  by  infection  from  the 
middle  ear  takes  place  either  in  a  direct  manner  by  contact  with  the 
localized  area  of  diseased  dura  or  through  a  sinus-thrombosis;  or. 
the  infection  may  reach  the  meninges  by  way  of  the  veins  or  lymph 
channels.  Regarding  the  latter  mnde  of  invasion  it  is  the  opinion 
of  many  observers  that  the  infection  traverses  the  lymph  spaces 
which  surround  the  nerves  and  arteries,  and  thus  directly  estab- 
lishes communication  between  the  middle  ear  and  the  subarach- 
noidal Ivnipb  spaces. 

Pathology. — We  classify  otitic  meningitis  as  foUows,  according- 
to  Boenntnghans: — 


Meniiigil 


{  Mcniiipitis 
(  Mcninifili!^ 


Mrniiipitia  serosa  tnatiena; 
purtilcnla; 
Ecninifilis  serosa  beniima. 


Of  these  forms  meningitis  purulenta  is  by  far  the  most 
common.  Tn  this  type  of  meningitis  accumulations  of  pus  are  to 
be  found  in  the  subarachnoidal  lymph  spaces,  in  the  interstices  of 


t  OperatioDcn  am  Ohr,  1904. 
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the  hrain  convolutions,  in  tlic  spinal  canal,  and.  finally,  in  the  ven- 
tricles of  the  brain.  It  is  cuntcndird  that  the  brain  substance  ilsetf 
is  often  involved  in  the  purulent  process  (Ziemmsscn  and  Hess, 
1866).  Mntiityiiis  serosa  bt'itigtta  and  ma/iV/Hd  arc  less  well  known 
pallidto^ic  forms  of  meningitis.  From  both  the  pathologic  and  the 
clinical  standpoint  the  purulent  type  of  meningitis  seems  to  stand 
in  a  midway  relationship  to  both.  On  the  one  hand,  the  so-called 
"maligna"  type  is  the  most  virulent  infection  of  the  meninges  with 
which  wc  have  it>  deal.  According  to  Dietl.  the  course  of  infectitm 
is  so  extremely  rapid  that  wc  rarely  find  pus  accumulations  in  the 
meninges.  The  meninges  arc  found  to  be  filled  witli  a  serous  lluid, 
the  brain  surface  appears  softened.  This  disease  according  to 
Uillroth  is  significant  uf  general  sepsis,  and  is.  per  sr,  septic  in  nature. 

The  other  type  of  serous  meningitis  (meningitis  serosa 
hcnignn)  is  usually  designated  simply  as  meningitis  serosa.  The 
hrain  substance  generally  is  not  involved.  The  infected  area  of 
brain  substance  seems  to  be  sharply  circum.scribed.  When  death 
does  occur  the  end  seems  to  be  due  to  a  compression  of  the  brain 
by  the  excessive  serous  e.\udatc. 

An  exact  knowledge  of  the  pathologic  condition  present  in 
these  lesions  determines  the  sur^^ical  llivrapcusis  indicated.  From 
Roenninghaus's  work  in  l&>7  the  following  facts  regarding  the 
lesions  arc  obtained: — 

The  diseased  process  in  meningitis  scr<isa  henigna  begins  on 
the  outer  surface  of  the  brain,  usually  at  the  convexity,  or  at  the 
base,  taking  the  form  of  a  meningitis  serosa  externa,  and  spreads 
eventually  through  the  lymph  channels  in  the  ventricular  space  to 
form  a  meningitis  serosa  interna  seroventricularis.  The  ventricles 
become  distended  with  exudate;  the  natural  communications  be- 
tween theni  Iternme  closed  by  pressure;  the  brain  surface  becomes 
compressed  between  the  tluid  on  the  outside  und  that  within  the 
ventricles,  and  finally  death  results,  as  already  mentioned,  from 
pressure  on  the  brain  substance.  Pathologically,  the  picture  pre- 
sented is  that  of  hydrocephalus  interniis  and  edema  cerebri. 

Course. — Hecause  the  course,  symptomatology  and  pathnlogy 
arc  similar  in  these  conditions,  wc  will  consider  them  together  when 
discussing  these  characteristics  of  the  various  forms  of  oiitte 
meningitis. 

The  course  of  otitic  meningitis  varies  with  the  type  of  infection 
in  the  meninges.  W'lu-n  dealing  with  ihc  fuiminaiing  type 
severe  symptoms  of  meningeal  involvement  appear  at  an  early 
stage  and  often  cause  dcaih  in  a  few  days.  Thc^c  cases  usu.illy  die 
before  a  definite  diagnosis  is  made  clinically,  and  but  few  autopsies 
arc  recorded  of  this  condition. 

It  is  a  mooted  question  whether  or  not  a  meningitis  pumlenta 
has  sufficient  lime  to  proceed  to  the  fatal  outcome  in  this  type  of 
the  disease.  The  more  common  course  of  the  disease  show*  a 
symptom-complex  which  develops  within  the  course  of  a  week. 
IJcatli  usually  ensues  during  ihe  second  week,  but  may  be  delayed 
until  the  fourth  week.    Heine  finds  this  form  of  purulent  meningitis 
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Is  the  commnn  complication  to  both  acute  and  chronic  middle-car 
suppuration. 

There  is  another  type  which  runs  a  longer  course  before  death 
supervenes.  It  usually  complicates  chronic  middle-car  suppuration 
with  Ubyrinlhine  involvement.  There  may  he  rcmissirm.s  in  the 
symptoms,  and  Urjczer  states  that  intervals  of  months  and  years 
have  been  observed  in  these  cases.  Finally,  an  attack  comes  on 
which  terminates  in  death. 

The  course  of  the  disease  when  recovery  takes  place  is  some- 
what different.  Either  because  of  operative  intervention,  or  spon- 
taneously, all  the  symptoms  disappear. 

Symptoms. — The  classical  symptoms  of  ntitic  leptomeningitis 
are  headache,  fever  and  loss  of  consciousness.  Vomiting  is  fre- 
quently present;  spinal  rigidity  is  generally  present  laic  in  the 
disease  (Heine,  Schulze). 

In  detail,  the  symptoms  which  may  be  observed  during  an 
attack  of  leptomeningitis  arc  headache,  disturbed  mentality, 
aphasia,  delirium,  loss  of  consciousness,  spinal  rigidity,  variations 
of  p\ilsc  rale,  nausea  and  vomiting,  extreme  sensitiveness  to  noise, 
and  photophobia,  uncfjual  pupils  with  diplopia,  choked  disk  and 
retracted  abdomen.  Leucocytosis  is  sometimes  present ;  not,  hoi-v 
ever,  constant.  The  list  of  symptoms  above  enumerated  arc  rarely. 
if  ever,  all  present  in  any  individual  case.  The  most  common  of  all 
the  symptoms  is  headache,  which  comes  on  at  the  very  commence- 
ment of  the  disease  and  persists  during  the  entire  course.  It  is  of  a 
neuralgic  type  and  is  usually  diffuse.  There  is  usually  a  moderate 
daily  rise  in  temperature,  which,  during  the  first  few  days,  is  often 
difficult  to  differentiate  from  that  of  typhoid  fever  in  that  the  curve 
riiJcs  in  the  aflcrnotin  and  evening  ut  fall  several  degrees  during  th.e 
morning  hours,  rarely.  h<>*vever,  to  normal.  During  the  periods  of 
high  temperature  the  headache  is  more  severe,  witli  extreme  rest- 
lessness, often  rigidity  of  the  neck,  and  photophobia. 

Diagnosis. — The  diagnosis  of  diffuse  Icjitomoningitis  in  typical 
cases  wherein  there  is  a  history  of  persistent  diffuse  headache,  rise 
of  temperature  followed  hy  photophobia,  rigidity  of  the  neck, 
delirium,  and.  finally,  unconsciousness,  is  not  dilBcull.  In  atypical 
cases  it  becomes  necessary  to  resort  to  lumbar  puncture  in  order  to 
delerminc  the  nature  of  the  disease.  The  symptoms  of  pachy- 
meningitis interna  are  quite  similar  but  less  profound.  Lepto- 
meningitis, when  complicating  purulent  labyrinthitis,  presents  a 
series  of  complicating  symptoms  referable  to  the  labyrinthine 
involvement ;  hence,  the  diagnosis  is  more  difficult  to  render. 

In  all  donhtfiil  cases  lumbar  puncture  (see  page  60)  offers  the 
best  aid  toward  clearing  up  the  diagnosis.  Concerning  the  diag- 
nostic value  of  lumbar  puncture  there  are  many  conflicting 
opinions,  and  a  voluminnus  literature  is  extant  both  on  the  tindings 
an<l  on  the  results  of  these  findings  when  compared  with  the  findings 
from  autopsy  reports.  One  salient  feature,  however,  stands  out  from 
all  these  reports,  viz..  if  the  spinal  fluid  as  drawn  from  the  spinal 
column  is  cloudy  and  contains  polynuclear  leucocytes,  or  is  found 
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to  be  clear  with  a  lerKlency  In  rtiag^ulatc,  these  symptoms  may  fte 
interpreted  as  delmitc  t^viiicnce  that  the  patient  is  istiffi-rinf;  from 
nicningili:^,  because  normal  spinal  Huid  Is  as  clear  as  distilled  water, 
eontains  few  it  any  Icucweytcs.  and  when  the  latter  are  jireseni  they 
are  nt  the  mononuclear  variety,  and,  linally,  the  normal  fluid  docs 
not  eoagulate. 

The  absence  of  bacteria  in  the  spinal  fluid  docs  not  preclude 
menmgcal  invasion;  neither  docs  lumbar  puncture  [Kw-itively  dif- 
ferentiate helueen  purulent  and  serous  meningitis.  This  form  of 
meningitis  is  entirely  separate  and  distinct  frttm  epidemic  ccre- 
bro-ipinal  meningitis,  mention  nf  which  is  made  in  Chapter  XXXII. 

The  mortality  from  otilie  leptnmeningili< :  ftirmerly  a  recovery 
was  a  rare  exception,  hut  with  the  advent  of  a  definite  surgical 
treatment  and  a  gradually  impnwing  technique  recoveries  arc  more 
common. 

Prognosis. — Cases  have  been  reported  wherein  the  lumbar 
puncture  gave  cloudetl  cerebro.spinal  mn<l.  containing  either  strep- 
tococci, pneumococci.  or  stapliyloct^cci.  and  slill  they  have  yielded 
lo  surgical  treatment-  In  VXiCt  Ilasslauer  gathered  14  recoveries 
from  literature;  MacEwen  claimed  6  recoveries  out  of  12  case* 
fl|[>erated  upon.  Successful  cases  also  have  been  reported  by 
Korner.  McKcnion.  Held.  Kopeuky  and  others. 

Therapy. — The  treatment  is  surgical  and  consists  of  drainage 
of  the  meninges  and  re|nMi(d  hinibar  punctures  fsee  Chapter  V'll). 

Operation  on  the  Meninges. — The  ste|>s  «>f  the  operati'.)n  are  as 
follows:  As  a  preliminary  measure  the  mastoid  cells  together  with 
all  areas  of  hone  contigunns  to  the  middle  ear  slionld  he  cxpl<ire<l 
and  every  vestige  of  diseased  bone  eradicated.  Following  this  pro- 
cedure the  dura  should  be  exploied  at  tlie  point  decided  up<in  as  the 
most  available  for  drainage.  This  is  usually  the  space  at  and  alwvc 
the  tegmcn  <  Fig.  25('iK  The  incisions  are  then  made  for  the  puri^osc 
of  establishing  drainage  of  the  accumulated  and  diseased  cerebro- 
spinal fluid.  I'urthermorc.  it  is  pro]>er  to  incise  the  brain  sub- 
stances if  liraiu  abscess  is  suspecled.  N'cnlrieutar  puncture  is  some- 
times indicnted  late  in  the  disease  in  order  to  relieve  the  ventricles 
of  pressure  and  of  Infectinn.' 

Exposure  of  ihf  Dura. — It  is  essential  that  the  dura  l»e  exposed 
over  a  sufficient  area  to  afTord  ample  working  room.  Occasionally 
the  dura  is  diseased  at  the  point  of  entn'  of  the  infection.  Again, 
the  dissection  and  removal  of  necrosis  of  the  tegmen  aniri  or  the 
tegmcn  lympani  or  legmen  ccllula:  often  reveal  the  route  followed 
by  the  jmrulent  invasion,  and  at  the  same  time  makes  the  most 
favorable  site  for  incising  the  dura,  fur  the  purpose  ol  relie\'ing  the 
intracranial  pressure  by  drainage. 

The  quantity  of  fluid  which  escapes  depends  upon  the  location 
of  the  incisions  and  the  degree  of  intradural  pressure  al  the  time  the 
opening  is  made. 

When  the  posterior  cranial  fossa  is  opened  a  large  quantity 
of  fluid  usually  cscaj>cs.  A  -.ingle  incision  thmugh  the  dura, 
whether  cerebral  or  cerebellar,  of  sufficient  length  to  permit  fre« 
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drainage  is  liable  to  lake  tlie  form  of  a  ^ping  wound,  and  in  conse- 
quence there  is  considerable  loss  of  brain  substance.  Therefore, 
we  advocate  n  series  c»f  short  parallel  incisions  {I'ig.  250)  into  and 
througli  the  dura.  These  incision-s,  being  shorter,  prevent  both  the 
loss  of  brain  tissue  and  subsequent  brain  hernia,  and  at  the  same 
time  afford  ample  drainage. 

Drainage  of  the  cerebral  cavity  is  accomplished  by  two  ap- 
proved methods.  I.  By  removing  the  legmen  together  with  a 
segment  of  the  squamous  portion  of  the  temporal  bone  of  .sufficient 
size  tu  expose  an  ample  surface  of  the  dura  over  the  temporo- 
sphenoidal  lobe  lo  permit  the  necessary  incisions  (  Tigs.  laOand  256). 
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Fig.  256. — Showing  the  mcthud  advised  for  incising  the  dura  for 

the  purpose  of  driinago. 


2.  By  trephining  through  the  lateral  cranial  wall  about  1J4  inches 
above  the  upper  margin  of  the  osseou.s  external  auditory  canal  wall 
(Fig.  257).  Opinions  arc  divided  as  to  the  preference  of  these  two 
sites. 

The  first-mentioned  mciiiod  is  favored  by  the  author,  inasmuch 
as  the  exposure  of  the  dura  is  ([uickly  and  easily  attained  by  extend- 
ing the  mastoid  bone  wound  upward  to  the  level  of  the  lemporo- 
sphenoidal  lobe,  where  the  exposure  is  to  commence,  then,  bv  remov- 
ing the  tegmen  ami  a  >;egment  of  the  sciuanimis  portion  with 
cutting  rongeur  forceps,  the  necessary  area  becomes  exposed  and 
ready  for  the  incisions  to  be  made.  Furthermore,  on  account  of 
the  incisions  being  made  in  a  more  dependent  portion  nf  the  dura, 
the  drainage  ii  better. 

The  trephine  operation  is  made  by  extending  the  mastoid  inci- 
sion in  an  upward  direction  in  a  line  perpendicular  in  the  external 
auditory  canal,  then  retracting  the  soft  tissues  so  that  a  button  of 
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Ijone  may  be  Ircpliincd  at  ihc  ptiinl  above  named,  or  the  soft  tissues 
may  be  incised  in  ihc  f<-irm  of  a  (lap. 

An  oval  flap  i<  available  for  the  purpo^^c  of  approaching  !hc 
meninges  above  the  level  of  ihc  linea  temporalis,  cithei-  fur  tlie 
purpose  of  draining  the  meninges  or  for  evacuating  a  tetnporo- 
sphenoidal  abscess.  Tbe  method  is  as  follows:  The  flap  is  cut  out 
with  the  concha  as  its  base  (.Fig.  258)   (Bamhillj.    The  incision 

is  circular  and  carried  down 
(o  the  t>one.  and  after  scparii- 
tion  is  turned  downward 
and  forward  over  ilie  pinna. 
The  skull  is  then  opened 
with  a  trephine  of  J-j  inch 
diameter,  at  a  point  l(*cated 
1.'4  inches  abox'c  Reid'?  base 
line,  and  on  a  perpendicu- 
lar raised  fri.)ni  the  exter- 
nal auditory  meatus.  The 
button  of  bone,  thus  removed, 
is  placed  in  normal  salt  solu- 
tinri  during  the  subsequent 
procedures  in  order  to  main- 
tain its  availability  for  re- 
placement in  rase  ilie  wound 
is  closed  immediately. 

The  dura,  llius  exp<'?e«l. 
is  examined  and  incised, 
and  where  necessary  the 
brain  il^clf  exi>lored.  \'cn- 
tricular  puncture  may  also 
be  performed  through  Ibis 
opening. 

(>au/e  drains  are  now 
placed  in  the  dural  cavity 
(in  the  brain  itself  if  ccrndt* 
tiuns  present  demand  it), 
and  the  wound  in  the  menin- 
ges dressed  separately  from 
the  mastoid  wound. 

Occasionally,  where  a 
skin  flap  has  been  cui.  it 
may  ho  replaced  and  sutured 
immediately  after  ibc  meningeal  surgery  is  6nishc<l,  thus  constt- 
tuting  a  modified  decompression  operation.  In  the  majoriiv  of 
eases,  however,  those  reactinji  promptly,  it  is  found  thai  the  Hap* 
can  be  replaced  at  the  end  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  days. 

When  the  lesion  is  in  the  rercbcllar  meninges  and  is  very 
extensive,  it  is  sometimes  of  advantage  to  open  the  skull,  hy  nieanV 
of  trephine  in  the  area  posterior  to  the  mastoid  wound  "and  the 
sigmoid  sinus. 
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Fig.  2S7.— Thf  trri>liinc  uiu-ratton  upon 
\\\K  tciiii">ros.pliciKiitl;>I  lol>c,  Tliv  Ecft 
ti5Stii.-s  arc  incised  by  cxtrnHiii);;  the 
prim.iry  mastoid  inciMon  upward  swfii- 
ciently  to  permit  ihc  cmploymeiil  of  ihr 
trephine. 
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The  bone  is  exposed  by  carrying  the  incision  backward  from 
the  mastuJd  upcuing  ilirough  the  soil  parts,  thus  exposing  the 
desired  area  of  bnne.  Tlie  periosteum  is  then  retracted,  the  wound 
lips  turned  upward  and  downward  respectively,  and  held  apart  by 
retractors,  'rhen,  by  em- 
ploying^ citticr  a  circular 
saw  or  a  small  gouge  or 
a  strong  culling  ninj;eur 
forceps,  a  section  of  the 
occipital  b"nc  of  sufti- 
cienl  size  to  cxpusc  ample 
surface  nf  dura  for  subse- 
f|ucnt  incisions  and  drain- 
age is  removed. 

The  after-treatment 
of  the  mastoid  wound  is 
continued  as  if  no  com- 
plication had  ensued.  '  /     ^-^ 

Rt'sttit    of     Opi-ratifC  I     ff 

t liter ft-rcnri'  of  Hw  ,1/ihim-  /     // 

yes. — The  successful  cases  i     "a         •( 

recently  puhlislied  have 
established  the  fact  that 
meningeal  drainage  will 
save  many  of  these  cases 
which  otherwise  would 
terminate    fatally. 

From  the  case  re- 
ports above  mentioned 
we  can  say  that,  in  the 
present  state  of  our  knowl- 
edge, the  purulent  dis- 
eases of  the  meninges 
are  amenable  to  surgical 
treatment;  more  espe-  Fig.  258. — Circular  (lap  inxr  the  5quama  (or 
cially    is    this    true    when  the  purpose  <jf  trtiJliniiiiK  the  skull. 

the   route  of   intracranial 

invasion  is  through  the  legmen  or  the  inner  table  of  the  mastoid. 
VVlien  the  disease  spreads  through  the  labyrinth  the  results  are  not 
so  good,  unless  the  disease  in  the  labyrinth  is  first  eradicated. 

Finally,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  author  that,  even  in  apparently 
hopeless  cases,  surgical  intervention  is  ju'^titied  on  the  ground  that 
ihe  evacuation  of  accnmulated  pus  from  the  intradural  spaces,  and, 
eventually,  from  the  ventricles,  together  with  the  relief  of  tension 
offered  by  lumbar  puncture,  will  occasionally  result  in  the  recovery 
of  cases  which  otherwise  would  terminate  fatally. 
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CHAPTER  XXVI. 

COMPLICATING  LESIONS  OF  PURULENT  OTITIS  MEDIA. 

(INTR.\CRANIAL  COMPLICATIONS.) 

iCmtinutd.) 


BRAIN   ABSCESS    OP   OTITIC    ORIGIN. 

Etiology. — Abscesses  in  ihc  brain,  when  of  otitic  origin,  are  the 
result  of  an  invasion  into  the  brain  ftilistancc  by  infection  ubich  has 
iraverscd  the  intervening  tissnes  from  the  initlille-car  spaces  (.l*"ig.  25*)). 


Vie.  25y. — Strtion  o(  Ihc  temporal  bone  in  which  the  ihinnfss  o(  ibc 
inner  (cranial)  tabic  and  the  region  of  the  tcginm  i«  «lc|>ictc<l.  (Autbor'i 
spectraea.) 

The  granulations  which  spring  np  from  the  iurroumling  surface  of  the 
brain  finally  form  adhesions  around  the  locahly  infected,  which  act  as 
8  retaining  watt  or  partition.  The  collection  of  p\i%  usually  fonns  in 
the  -Mibarachnoidal  <;f>acc,  irnm  which  the  arteries,  veins  and  lymphaiic^ 
which  enter  the  brain  surface  become  the  carriers  of  the  infection. 

Incidentally,  these  arteries  and  veins,  by  becoming  throoilKitic 
while  carr)'ing  the  invading  organism,  fail  to  give  funbcr  bK>od-suppIy 
to  the  corrcspomling  sections  of  brain  tissue;  hence  the  jiarts  of  Ihc 
brain  supplied  by  these  vessels  Iwcotnc  gangrenons,  .iccording  lo  Prey- 
sing,  wlio  designated  the  lesion  frum  the  patholc^ical  standpoint  as 
Tieing  "encephalitis  gangrenosa."  On  the  other  hand,  destnininn  of 
the  brain  fubsiance  may  go  on  much  more  "slmvly.  and  a  condition 
deKribcd  bv  Bocnninghaus  as  "encephalitis  purulcnta"  may  ensue. 
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Intracranial  abscesses  arc  almost  invariably  the  result  of  clironic 
middle-ear  supimration.  'I'lie  suppuration  in  ihe  hratn,  according  :o 
Korncr  and  others,  is  usually  in  close  juxtaposition  to  Ihe  disease  in  the 
temporal  bone. 

Intracranial  abscesses  occur  mostly  between  the  ages  of  10  and  30 
years.  Hunter  Tod  foiuul  in  100  rases  of  intrarrania!  abscesses  among 
children  under  10  years  of  a^e  ihiit  the  lemporosphenoidal  abscesses 
occurred  in  S7  per  cent,  and  the  cerebellar  abscess  only  in  13  per  cent. 
of  cases.  Among  adults,  on  the  other  hand,  he  reports  that  the  cere- 
bral abscess  ocCTirrc<l  in  65  jkt  cent,  and  the  ccrcliellar  in  35  per  cent, 
of  cases.  Cerebral  and  cerebellar  abscesses  occurring  to^jcthcr  were 
foimd  only  in  5  jkt  cent,  of  cases. 

Intracranial  abscesses  may  be  single  ur  multiple.  Mulli|)lc 
abscesses  arc  rare  and  generally  occur  in  cases  of  pyemia.     The 


Fir.  360. — R<ftouchrcl  nhntogmph  of  ennipsiilatci]  brain  absctss. 
Natural  si/c.  The  cavity  of  ihe  aWoss  bfls  been  laid  ofnru  hy  rcmoviiiK 
a  portion  ol  the  ouit-r  part  of  the  wall.  The  size  of  the  abscchs  cavity  ix 
shown  and  the  thickness  of  Ihc  abscess  wall,  tllarr'u  /'.  Mother,  with 
pcrnituion. ) 

.abscesses  may  either  l»c  encapsulated  (4^ig.  -60")  or  may  not  have 
-any  retaining  wall,  The  walls  of  enca|)3ulated  abscesses  are  oval  anil 
regular  or  irrej,'ular  and  indetiniie.  The  chronic  type  of  abscess 
usually  prcseni.>i  a  distinct  capsule  with  walls  of  varying  thickness. 
Otitic  necrosis  of  the  temporal  bone,  when  located  in  the  antrum 
legmen  or  the  tympanic  tegmen,  tends  to  cause  abscesses  in  the 
temporosphenoid'al  lobe,  the  most  common  site,  while  necrosis  in 
the  posterior  group  of  mastoid  ccll^  and  in  the  labyrinth  tends  to 
-produce  cerebellar  abscess.  The  cerelicllar  abscess  complicating  laby- 
rinthine suppuration  usually  ts  found  located  at  or  near  the  internal 
auditory  meatus. 

Pathology. — The  majority  of  intracranial  abscesses  are  of  the 
encapsulated  variety,  the  walls  of  which  are  primarily  granulations. 
.^ccording  to  Zieglcr.  the  granuL-Jtions  gradtially  become  indurated  and 
chanj;ed  into  thick,  cicatricial  ti'^'^ue.  the  latter  retaining  a  lining  of 
granulations.     Tlie  walls  surrotmding  an  encapsulated  brain  abscess 
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sometimes  reach  a  thickness  of  thrce-<ighths  of  an  inch  (Fig.  260)  and 
the  thickness  of  the  walls  bears  some  relation  lo  Uie  duration  of  the 
abscess. 

The  unencapsulatetl  abscesses  usually  contain  a  thin,  very  foul 
smelling  ptis,  mixed  with  hroken-ilowii  brain  suhsiance.  Ii  is  cjiiite 
common  to  find  bylli  varieties  in  tlie  same  patient  I  Fig.  261),  the 
unencaii'^\ilale<l  abscess  hciiiy  the  result  of  rupture  uf  the  wall  of  ihe 
neigliixiring  encapsulated  ab«:e&s,  or  from  a  re-invasiuu  of  iaiectiOD 
from  the  temporal  bone. 


rneooiosi.: 


Eoca[>xt:laicd  Ahti-na. 

Fig.  261. — Brain  sbowiui;   itiu    '■■  'luced  hy  in  abscess  in  ihe 

tempo rospbfituidal  lobr.     In  this  c:i-  rnc^ipsutated  and  an  unen- 

cap»ii!atri1  aliscmi  were  prcMTit.  The  i  riL;;ijisuliitcd  absccM  lay  ovef  ihe 
roof  of  the  niiddlr  ear;  the  uiicnciipsulated  abscess  over  the  roof  of  the 
nustoiiJ  antnim.    (Harris  P.  Ataslur,  with  permission.) 

The  brain  substance  is  but  slightly  affected  in  the  case  of  the 
encapsulated  abscess,  while  in  the  ttnencapsulated  variety  there  is  a 
destruction  of  brain  substance  ul  varying  dej^ree,  usually  to  a  con* 
sidcrable  extent,  and  often  the  entire  hemii^pherc  is  softened  and 
ftwolleii  and  pnncinreti  Ity  hemorrhage  points.     (  t'Hjenninghaus,) 

Symptoms  and  Course. — The  course  followed  h^  brain  ab- 
scesses has  been  divided  into  four  stages  (  MacFwen  classihes  the  .svinp- 
toms  in  three  stages)  in  order  to  facilitate  the  study  of  the  clinical 
signs. 


(a)  The  Initial  Stage— This  stage  marks  ihe  course  uftcn  fol- 
lowed by  chronic  abscc>>cs  ami  larcly  by  acute  abscesses,  in  winch  Ihe 
symptoms  are  qiiilc  defiiiile  but  not  sufficiently  severe  tu  arouse  sus- 
picion of  the  real  con<lition.  The  i^ynipU'ins  consist  of  some  rise  of 
temperature,  moderate  or  severe  headache  and  vomiting.  These 
symptoms  are  of  a  short  period  of  duration  and  usually  arouse  no 
suspicion  of  meningeal  infection.  The  symptoms  of  the  initial  stage 
are  more  severe  and  the  dif^ease  runs  a  more  rapid  course  when  a 
sudden  cessation  nf  the  niorrliea  iinnu'diiitely  ;iniedates  the  appear- 
ance of  the  symptoms  of  brain  abscess. 

(b)  The  Latent  Stage. —  This  is  the  period  where,  in  a  very 
considerable  portion  of  brain  abste^scs,  there  are  no  very  iletinile 
symptoms.  The  i>atient  attends  to  his  usual  occujKilion  and  at  most 
coni[dain<  only  of  moderate  headache  or  intracranial  ])rcssnrc  upon 
prolongeil  exertion  of  body  or  mind.  \\'heti  the  abscess  remain*  intact 
widiin  its  capsule  and  witb  no  increase  in  size,  no  other  symptoms  may 
apjKar  for  months. 

One  of  the  author's  eases  of  this  type  serves  to  illustrate  the  latent 
periml,  X,  male,  stuflcnl.  about  W  years  of  age.  A  clinic  patient 
at  the  New  York  ^o^t-grallua^e  Hospital.  He  was  of  athletic  biiil<l, 
nearly  6  feet  in  height,  and  weif^heil  I'fJ  |H>unds,  For  several  years 
he  had  Itaii  a  profuse  ilischarge  of  pus  from  his  ears  but  complained 
o(  no  other  symptoms.  lie  received  the  usual  local  treatment  for  a 
period  of  three  months  without  signs  of  cessation  of  the  discharge,  in 
the  meantime  pursuing  ins  stuilies  in  the  High  School.  The  pus  was 
thick,  creamy  and  malodorous.  The  granulations  did  not  pptlrude 
through  the  perforati<:'ns  in  the  drnmhcail.  At  no  lime  during  the 
three  months  of  iri-wcekly  liK.at  treatment  at  the  clinic  di<l  he  com|iIain 
of  headache  or  any  other  ^ytnplonls  of  )>aiu  or  discuuifurl,  altlnnigh  he 
did  seem  anxious  to  be  relieved  of  the  offensive  discharge.  He  was 
tlnally  advised  to  submit  to  the  radical  m.istoifl  operation. 

Upon  a<lmission  lo  the  hospital  bis  temperature  was  normal,  pulse 
78.  and  otherwise  his  conrlition  was  good.  The  operation  revealed 
extensive  necrosis  of  the  tegmen.  X'pon  removing  the  softened 
tympanic  tegmen.  a  large  cncafi^ulated  tenii>nrosphcnoidal  abscess  was 
discovered  and  evacuated.  .A  day  or  two  «iub«ie'i»ieiit  lo  the  operation, 
upon  questioning  liim  in  detail  concerning  his  previous  symptoms,  it 
was  ascertained  that  for  four  or  five  nionllis  be  hail  complained  of 
moderately  severe  headache  after  several  hours  of  close  application  in 
the  preparation  of  his  lesson-!,  aside  from  which  no  other  sign  of  brain 
ksion  had  been  experienced. 

Whenever  the  disease  progresses  from  any  cause  the  headache 
becomes  severe  and  more  or  less  Iocalize<I  upon  the  diseased  side. 
Occasionally  the  pain  becomes  intense  at  the  site  of  the  pus  collection. 
In  cases  of  cerebellar  abscess  the  patient  often  complains  during  the 
early  st,igc  of  frontal  as  well  as  of  occipital  headache. 

Korner.  Bocmiiiighaus  and  others  emphasize  the  significance  of 
pain,  more  or  less  localized  at  the  site  of  the  abscess,  upon  percussion 
of  the  head.  They  hobi  this  to  Ijc  a  sign  of  great  importance.  In 
progressive  brain  abscess  the  patient  at  this  stage  begins  to  feel  ill,  to 
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be  unable  (o  work,  or  to  endure  mental  strain.  He  experiences  periods 
of  general  dei»ressioii,  alternating  »vith  states  oS  excitement.  Loss  of 
apiKtite  and  lusi>  uf  wetglit  ensue  and  lie  becomes  pale  and  in  general 
presents  the  evidence  of  ilic  prodromal  period  of  a  severe  illness.  At- 
tacks of  nausea  may  apiicar,  the  tungiie  becomes  oiatcd.  and  vertigo 
may  occur.  I'sualty  lliere  is  modfratc  ;iccfli'raiinn  iif  ilie  pulse  rale  and 
a  slight  rise  in  temperature.  I'inally.  to  these  clinical  signs  there  arc 
added  distinct  symptoms  referable  to  the  brain,  upon  the  ajipcarancc  of 
uhich  the  chief  :stage  begins. 

(c)  The  Manifest  Stagv. — During  this  stage,  lK*cause  of  the  acliv- 
ily  and  growih  of  the  lesion,  it  presents  [«>sitive  evidences  of  its  exist- 
ence through  iwf>  groups  of  symptoms,  divided  for  convenience  into  a 
group  of  general  syml>toms  and  into  a  group  of  symptoms  which  are 
the  result  of  intracranial  pressure. 

The  general  symptoms  |)ertain  to  septic  absorption.  Tlic  symp- 
toms depicted  above  as  moderate  during  the  latent  (tcriod  of  the  disease 
now  bcconw  unduly  severe.  The  signs  of  intracranial  |>rcssurc  are 
headache,  \^  hich  may  be  gcneraJ  or  localized,  and  vomiting  vvhidi  occurs 
without  relationship  to  the  partakhig  of  food.  Other  pressure  symp- 
toms are  induced  by  the  encroachini-ni  of  the  lesion  upon  ncighltoring 
arcaft  of  the  hrain  and  upon  the  various  cranial  nerves.  Of  the  latter 
oplic  neuritis  Is  an  inijHjrlant  sign.  ( Hunter  Tod.)  It  usually  afTecls 
both  eyes,  although  more  lunrkcd  upon  the  affecied  side.  As  the  intra- 
cranial pressure  increases  die  icmpci-aturc  falls  below  normal  and  rarely 
rises  above  nonnal,  the  pidse  btcomes  stow  and  hoimding,  ranging  from 
.W  to  GO  |»cr  minute,  and  the  res|Mrations  are  slow  and  regular. 

Impainncnt  of  mentality  now  appears  and  is  marked  bv  tlie  various 
fonns  of  aphasia.  There  is  marked  inijiainnent  of  ai>pctitc,  constipa- 
tion is  the  rule,  and  emaciation  and  prostration  ensue. 

The  later  syini>toins  of  metilal  impairment  are  i^riods  of  apalby 
and  scmisonmolcncc.  alternating  with  periods  of  intense  excitabilhy  and 
even  delirium,  the  latter  gradually  Iwing  su|>erficdefl  hy  drowsiness  and 
a  tendency  to  curl  up  in  bed  with  the  extremities  tlexed. 

When  the  cerebellum  is  tiie  seat  of  the  abscess,  the  patient's  gaU 
is  often  characi eristic  (cerebellar  ataxia).  'I"herc  may  also  l>e  sihhi- 
taneous  nystagmus  often  directed  to  the  side  of  the  lesion.  When  the 
cerebellar  abscess  complicates  a  necrosed  l.ihyrinlh  this  nystagmus,  i.e., 
directed  to  the  side  of  the  dead  labyrinlh,  is  cxtrcijety  suggestive  of 
cerebellar  lesion. 

The  pressure  on  the  cranial  nerves  results  in  both  scnsorj-  anrl 
motor  paralysis,  depending  upon  the  individual  nerves  that  are  en- 
craiched  upon  by  the  lesion.  Oculomotor  paralysis  (mydriasis  plosisl, 
facial  paralysis,  abducens  [jaralysis.  etc.  Rigidity  of  the  neck  is  a  late 
symptom  of  cerebellar  abscess. 

frf)  The  Terminal  Sltuje. — Having  reached  this  stage,  brain  ab- 
scesses, unless  relieved,  terminate  in  dcalh.  Sprinlaneous  recoveric* 
exceptionally  occur  through  rupture  of  the  abscess  into  the  middlc-*ar 
spaces.  Oihenvise.  surgical  interference  is  the  only  remaining  means 
for  saving  life.  In  leinporosphenoidal  abscesses,  when  the  terminal 
stage  progresses,  death  usually  occurs  from  increased  intracranial  pres- 
sure, which  causes  general  and  gradual  paralysis  of  the  cerebral  ftmc- 
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tions.  The  cerebellar  abscess  terminates  by  exerting'  pressure  on  the 
respiratory  centres,  the  respirations  at  first  hccoining  very  irregular, 
often  of  a  Qieyiic-Stokcs  charact'er.  Again,  death  may  occur  suddenly 
by  cessation  of  respiration.  V'itv  often  death  is  hastened  by  the 
mptnrc  of  tlie  abscess  into  a  ncigliboring-  ventricle,  or  to  intercurrent 
invfilvcnicnt  of  the  meninges,  the  latter  coinplicaiion  being  accompanied 
by  hi^'h  temijeratiire.  ra|>ld  pulse,  vomiting,  spasms  or  convulsions. 

Conclusions. — The  tendency  to  cncapsnlatinn  as  a  part  of  the 
historj*  of  bniin  abscesses,  especially  when  the  temporosphenoidal  lobe 
is  involved,  probably  accounts  for  the  coni  para  lively  large  number  of 
cases  which  seem  to  go  on  almost  indefinitely  without  causing  serious 
symptoms.  In  all  such  cases  there  undoubtedly  has  been  a  period  during 
which  the  [Kiticnt  has  suffered  from  headache,  with  i>ossibIy  vomiting 
and  Icmperalure  variations,  btit  not  of  siiflicicnt  severity  to  point  to  the 
ractual  intracranial  disease.  Consequently,  as  the  abscess  gradually  has 
>me  encapsulalctl  the  more  acute  symplnnis  have  subsided  and  tht; 
brain  has  accommodated  itself  to  the  newer  condition  with  a  period  of 
apparent  rcmis.sion  from  the  severe  symptoms,  Pain  is  the  most  promi- 
nent and  |>crsistcnt  symptom  of  abscess  of  the  hratn. 

A  sudden  cessation  of  chronic  otorrhea  usually  proves  to  be  an  un- 
favorable symptom,  inasnuich  as  it  Incomes  an  indication  that  the  lidc 
of  the  pns  How  Ims  tnrno<l  into  the  meninges,  where  the  infection  imnio- 
dialely  induces  one  of  the  serioiiH  forms  of  intracranial  compHcalioiis. 
Sponlancoiis  recovery  occasionally  occurs  in  the  tempor<is])henoida!  ab- 
scesses which  arc  encnpsula(ed  lliroiiglmnl,  with  llie  excqition  of  a 
mimite  aperture,  which  commmiicatcs  with  the  necrosed  area  of  the  tcg- 
nicn.  ihrongli  which  a  continuous  leakage  takes  place  into  the  middle- 
car  spaces. 

.Abscesses  invoking  the  tem]mrosphcnoid:il  lobe — and  these 
arc  by  far  the  most  common  of  tho^e  arising  from  pnndcnt  otitis  media 
— may  exist  without  the  manifestation  of  local  symptoms.  Cerebellar 
abscess  is  svometimes  associated  with  or  the  result  of  signtoid  sinus- 
thrombosis.  The  author  has  reported  one  such  case  in  which  the  ab- 
scess in  the  ccrcbelhim  opened  spontaneously  thrnugli  the  inner  (vis- 
ceral) wall  of  the  sinus,  from  which  a  large  blood-eloi  had  been 
removed  a  few  days  previously.  The  o]>cning  was  therefore  enlarged 
and  drained  without  further  surgicid  procedure. 

Duration. — The  duration  of  brain  ahscess  varies,  and  dei^ends 
upon  the  site,  si/e  and  whether  it  becomes  encapsulated.  The  disease 
Rcncrallv  nms  its  course  in  from  two  to  three  weeks,  but  it  may  remain 
latent  a  year  or  more.  Generally  speaking,  the  average  duration  Is  from 
one  lo  three  months. 

Prognosia. — Barring  the  small  proportion  of  spontaneous  re- 
coveries above  described,  brain  aliscesses  terminate  fatally,  unless 
relieved  bv  surgical  operation.  For  statistics  see  Results  of  Opera- 
tion, Tlie  resiilts  upon  life  are  mr;re  favorable  when  the  operation 
is  performed  duriii-,,'-  the  earlier  stages  of  the  disease,  before  the 
advent  of  menltigeal  infection,  extensive  cnce;»!ialilis.  or  the  group 
of  symptoms  which  are  allrihntable  to  intracranial  pressure.  From  the 
literature  obtainable  at  this  time  it  is  evident  that  in  cases  operated  upon 
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about  50  [XT  cent,  recover.     Cerebellar  abscess  is  proportionately  more 
fata)  than  i^  cerebral. 

Treatment. — Exploration  of  the  cranial  cavity  becomes  a  neces- 
sary procedure  as  soon  as  jxfsilive  sympt*.>ms  ul'  olitit  abscess  arc 
ascertained,  and  the  indications  have  becTi  formulated  by  McKernon  as 
follows: — 

1.  That  a  chronic  otorrhea  is  or  has  Iwcn  present. 

2.  Persistent  headaches  general  or  otherwise. 

3.  Kestle*i.iie>s  and  irritation  of  temper. 

4.  Tenderness  of  the  alTevtcd  side  on  [lercussion. 

5.  -N'aiisca,  vomiting,  vertigo. 

6.  .-Sn  almost  persistent  low  tenii*craHire. 

7.  A  slow  pulse.  later  stupor.  Optic  neuritis  may  or  may  not  be 
l^pj^BKitt.  but  when  present  it  may  aid  materially  in  rendering  a  diag- 
nosis, as  may  also  aphasia  and  motor  dii>turbanccs. 

The  treatment  of  otitic  brain  abscess  is,  therefore,  essentially 
surgical.  an<l  for  convenience  of  description  will  be  defined  under  the 
general  headings: — 

(o)  The  operative  treatment  of  cerebral  abscess; 

{h)  The  (jfierativc  treatment  of  ccrt-I»fllar  abscess. 

(0)  The  Operative  Treatment  of  Otitic  Cerebral  Abscess.— 
The  technique  followed  in  oiK'ratiug  on  otitic  hrain  uhsces.-^ejt  when 
l<Kale<l  in  the  cereliruu]  must  of  necessity  vary  with  the  seal  of  the  pus 
accumulation.  For  the  purjvi«c  of  <U"icrihin)?  the  i>peralivc  lechniijuc, 
we  will  Rive  Ihc  steps  in  the  various  procedures  as  employed  wlwn  the 
abscess  IS  locatc<l  in  the  tempo rosphcnoi da  1  lobe,  the  tcchnitiue  Iwing 
modified  to  meet  the  demands  when  the  site  of  tlic  abscess  is  elsewhere 
in  the  cerebrum. 

The  old  mastoid  wound  is  cleansed  and  freshened,  and  its  deeper 
parts  are  tightly  packed  with  sterile  gauze.  With  light  taps  of  the 
chisel  an  opening  is  made  in  the  tcgmen.  When  a  fistulous 
opening  already  exists  the  beak  of  a  rongeur  forceps  is  intro- 
duced hetwecn  the  cranial  table  and  the  dura,  and  the  osvous  opening 
is  thus  gradually  enlarged,  especially  in  an  outward  and  upward  direc- 
tion until  a  sufficient  area  of  ilura  is  exposed  to  i»ermit  ample  space  for 
exploring  die  ncigbhoring  brain  substance.  Having  thus  exposed  the 
dura  of  the  middle  cranial  fossa  to  view  (Fig.  2^y2),  lis  color  is  now 
noted  and  also  its  tension.  When  the  dura  is  discolored  and  bulges  into 
the  mastoid  woimd.  an  abscess  in  the  tempo rosphenoidal  region  may 
be  suspected.  Likewise,  from  increased  tension,  pidsations  of  Ihc 
brain  and  dura  are  absent. 

With  a  small,  narrow-bladcd  knife  fFig,  y>3)  the  dura  is  now 
inciscd  and  entered  by  plunging  the  knife  ilirecily  through  and  then 
into  the  susficctcd  area  of  hrain  subst.ince;  or,  a  crossed  incision  may 
W  made  after  the  marmcr  recommended  by  Hunter  Tod  and  other*. 
The  former  method  is  usually  ample.  Tlie  durat  flaps  are  tlien 
reflectcil  to  expose  the  brain  substance. 

The  brain  is  now  expJorwl  either  by  inserting  a  very  narrow 
bladed  knife,  a  grooved  director,  or  a  pair  of  sharp- pointed  thumb 
forceps.    The  individuality  of  the  surgeon  has  much  to  do  with  the 
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dioice  of  the  instninieiU  cinpIoycU  fur  exploring  tlie  brain,  but  tiie 
sfetKler,  narrow-bladctl  knife  above  described  possesses  tlic  distinct 
advantage  that  it  produces  a  clean-cut  wound  in  the  brain  tissue,  llie 
Mn<x>th  tract  of  which  is  less  liable  to  absorb  infection,  and,  further- 
more, subsequent  healing  is  quicker. 

The   alH»ve-described    method    of   opening   cerebral   absce<ises   is 
usually  eflk'actou*.     .-\ulhors  differ   regarding  the  invariable  employ- 


Fig.  3&2— r.xpi'dirc  of  i!n>  dura  oi  ihc  miitillr  rranial  fossa  l»y  the 
removal  of  the  aulc  umi  antrum  tcBnurri.  Tlic  dwltecl  lints  iilustrutc  the 
method  of  making  a  succession  of  incisions  into  the  liraiii  while  searching 
(or  a  IfTain  iibscc^s  ihrongh  a  single  incision  throngli  ttir  iliirn. 

ment  of  this  mcthml,  sr>me  contending  that  t^etter  results  are  obtained 
by  trephining  the  skull  in  the  region  of  the  squamous  portion  of  the 
lem|M)ral  bone.  If,  on  account  nf  the  large  size  of  the  abscess  cavity, 
or  if  for  any  reason  it  is  <ieemed  ina<lvit»ble  to  attempt  the  drainage 


Fi(f.  2fi3, — A  long  3ten<lcr-MadL-il  sc;ili)cl  for  inLibiii^  the  brain  aubstanre. 

of  the  abscess  cavity  through  the  tegmen,  the  latter  operation  may  be 
employed.  Tlie  incision  through  the  soft  tissues  may  l>e  effected  either 
by  extending  the  priniar)'  mastoid  incision  directly  upward  in  a  line 
perpendicular  to  the  centre  of  the  exlenial  osseous  meatus  or  by  means 
of  a  circular  incision  to  be  extended  after  the  manner  alreadv  depicte<l 
in  Fig.  258. 

ITie  resulting  flap  is  then  tiirued  downward  and  a  button  of  bone 
trephined   from  the  skull  at  a  point  one  and  one-half  inches  per- 
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penOicular  lo  (he  centre  of  tlie  osseous  external  audUary  canal.  Upon 
lis  rc'iiKival  the  tmtton  of  lK>nc  should  Ik:  prcscrvtrd  in  warm,  Merile 
salt  wilution  in  case  it  stiould  be  deemed  advisable  lo  replace  it  Hie 
search  fnr  Uic  abscess  cavity  through  the  trephined  hone  ^limiUI  be 
similar  lu  that  already  described  when  cxpluriiij;  the  brain  through  the 
icgnirn.  In  rare  instances  a  counicrc^niiifj  through  the  squama  as 
above  described  is  considered  a  necessary  procedure.  In  case  the 
abscess  cavity  has  atrca'Iy  been  locate*.!  tlirough  the  legnicri,  the  counter- 
opening  should  be  carried  directly  toward  its  known  location. 

Having  ^elected  the  instrument  it  is  plungeil  into  the  brain  sub- 
stance ill  an  upward  ami  forward  direction  (Fig.  262)  for  about  one 
and  one-half  inches,  or  until  it  reaches  the  access  cavity.  The  sen- 
sation of  having  entcre*!  a  pus  cavity  in  the  brain  ts  ohen  felt  by  the 
operator.  Since  the  abscess  is  usually  situated  superficially  in  the  liga- 
tion aUjvc  describe*!,  the  knife  thrust  generally  will  reach  the  pus, 
which,  in  turn,  begins  to  flow  out  along  the  shaft  of  the  instrument. 
When  the  first  puncture  fails  to  reveal  ibc  abscess  the  knife  is  with- 
drawn and  another  attempt  made,  ibrusiing  it  forwanl,  l>aekwar<]  or 
more  inward.  M'hcn  the  abscess  is  reached  the  instnmient  intro<luce<l 
h  ke|>t  in  silu  until  the  pus  has  drained  away,  or  at  ]ea-<t  until  it  bait 
lieen  replaced  by  some  more  convenient  guiile  to  the  cavity  and,  having 
gaineil  access  to  the  abscess  cavity,  the  route  through  the  intervening 
brain  ti>*uc  should  !«■  carefully  maintained,  ami  the  o|>crator  should  not 
withdraw  an  instrument  from  the  cavity  without  lirst  having  used  said 
instnniient  for  a  guide  for  the  one  to  follow,  and  so  on  until  the  drain- 
age dres.sing  is  finally  inserted. 

The  primary  drainage  of  the  abscess  cavity  is  an  important  step  in 
the  operation.  Should  an  unenca|>su1aled  ab»cc>s  be  cneuuiiterL'd.  it  is 
imporiani  to  remove  not  only  the  retained  pus.  bui  also  to  remove 
any  necrotic  areas  of  brain  tissue.  Tor  Ibis  reason  the  incision  sbouM 
be  ."iuftidently  large  to  permit  the  operator  to  accomplish  tlii«  object 
In  case  a  counteropcning  lias  l>cen  made  through  the  squama  it  is 
feasible  to  wash  the  abscess  cavity  with  a  warm  normal  salt  dilution, 
providing  a  temporary  drainage  lube  pcmiits  a  sufficient  outHow  lo 
circumvent  the  advent  of  intracranial  pressure  from  the  fluid. 

While  the  prognosis  in  the  uneiicapsulated  variety  of  brain  abscess 
is  less  favorable,  the  healing  is  more  rapid  in  favoralde  cases  than  in 
the  encapsulated  variety,  the  advantage  U'lng  due  to  llie  absence  of  the 
abscess  ca^'-^ulc,  the  latter  requiring  healing  by  the  granuhition  process. 

When  tlie  abscess  is  surrounded  by  retaining  walls  it  is  rarely 
necessarj'  to  employ  the  douche  for  the  purpose  of  evacuation.  Ry 
spreading  the  lips  of  the  wound  it  is  usually  i>ossibIc  to  drain  the 
abacc-'S  cavity  and  its  content*.  Any  remaining  pus  may  be  wiped 
away  by  means  of  a  cnilon-iipped  jirolw.  Should  it  l»e  deemed  ncce;*- 
sary  to  w.ish  the  cavity  of  its  contents  two  tubes  should  Im;  iiitri«IiH-e<l 
into  its  lumen,  one  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  the  fluid  into  the 
eaviiy.  and  the  other  for  the  purpose  of  ei'acualing  the  fluid  thus  intro- 
duced. Tlie  jwrmarent  drainage  nf  llic  cavity  is  best  cffectetl  by 
means  of  the  cigarette  or  gauze  drain.  In  introducing  the  drain  it  w 
imjKirtaut  that  it  lie  inserted  to  the  full  depth  of  the  abscess  caWty. 
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When  the  abscess  cavity  is  of  large  size  belter  drainage  is  secured  by 
Uie  introtlucliun  of  a  sccoml  ci^arvtle  ih'aiii.  During  the  entire  j)roce- 
dure  the  brain  subaiaiice  shuuld  be  liandk-d  as  hltlc  as  iKJssiblc.  Care 
sbuuld  be  taken  to  Jiruiect  the  wound  in  llic  dura  and  other  [Kirtions  of 
the  exposed  intracranial  tissues  from  infection.  This  is  accom- 
plished by  the  free  use  of  powdered  boric  acid  ckisied  over  these  sur- 
faces and  light  (tacking  with  sterile  gauze.  The  outer  end  of  the 
cigarette  drain  should  be  buried  in  a  mass  of  loose  gauze  packing,  and 
the  v%h«le  protected  by  the  u>iial  mastoid  bandage. 

The  outer  dressings  are  then  applied, 

(b)  Operative  Technique  of  Cerebellar  Abscess. — Since  the 
cerebellar  abscesses  may  be  situated  either  superficially  or  deeply,  the 
technique  is  devised  to  meet  these  conditions. 

The  abscesses  which  are  situated  Nupt-rticially,  usually  the 
result  of  disease  in  the  posterior  mastoid  cells,  generally  arc  found 
to  lie  close  to  the  outer  surface  of  the  Intcral  lobe,  jnst  beneath  the 
tentorium. 

Tlie  deeply  situated  abscesses,  usually  the  result  of  internal-ear 
involvement,  arc  mostly  found  to  lie  close  to  the  internal  auditory 
meatus.  \\  itli  the  supcrliciallv  lying  abscesses  we  generally  start 
our  exploration  from  behind  the  lateral  sinus,  and  with  the  deeply 
IfMTaied  abscess  we  begin,  in  front  of  the  sinus,  to  explore  the 
cerebellum. 

1.  CerehcHar  Exploration  from  Behind  the  Sinus. — The  bone 
is  removed  either  by  means  of  trephine  or  bv  means  of  the  primary 
mastoid  dissection  for  an  area  of  a  Sfjnare  nirh  behind  the  siginoid 
groove,  the  posterior  margin  of  the  sigmoid  sinus  l»eing  the  anterior 
and  upper  boundary  of  our  field  of  exploration.  The  dura  is  incised 
behind  the  sinus,  and  the  knife  puncture  is  made  introducing  the 
instrument  forward  and  inward.  If  the  abscess  is  not  tapped 
repeated  attempts  arc  made  in  different  directions. 

2.  Ccrchfilar  Exploration  from  in  Vroui  of  the  Sinus. — ^The  bone 
is  removed  deeply  from  Trautmann's  triangle  which  lies  between 
the  anterior  border  of  the  sigmoid  sinus  and  the  semicircular  canals 
(Fig.  241  "I,  the  latter  being  the  anterior  boundary  of  the  explora- 
tion. This  exposes  a  triangular  area  of  dura  covering  the  surface 
nf  the  cerebellum,  which  lies  t)ehind  and  below  the  internal  auditory 
meatus. 

The  placing  of  the  drainage  tubes,  the  countcropcning  from 
the  skull  .surface,  etc.,  are  simitar  to  the  steps  taken  for  the  cerebral 
abscess.  In  the  case  of  ihe  ecrebeHar  abscess,  when  a  counter- 
opening  from  the  sknll  surface  is  to  be  made,  an  osteoplastic  flap 
may  be  tried,  but  it  has  not  generally  been  a  success. 

AftcF'treatment. — Subsequent  to  an  operation  which  involves 
sn  serious  a  procedure  as  evacuation  rif  an  abscess  of  the  brain,  it 
becomes  imperarivc  to  sustain  the  patient  by  proper  nourishment 
and  to  relieve  the  condition  of  surgical  shock.  Concerning  the 
latter,  it  has  been  the  author's  experience-  that  no  remedy  has  been 
so  efficacious  as  the  introduction  of  high  enemas  of  normal  salt 
solution,    repeated    at    intervals   of    three   or    four   hours.     Patients 
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revive    quickly    under    its    benign    influence,    the    pulse    becomes 
stronger  and  steadier  and  the  respirations  normal. 

It  is  extremely  important  that  patients  should  retain  the 
reclining  position  and  live  in  the  most  quiet  manner  until  all  serious 
symptoms  have  subsided.  Mental  worry  or  excitement  and  physical 
exertion  tend  to  disturb  the  conditions  within  the  brain  and  are 
prone  to  excite  an  extension  of  the  patliological  process.  It  is 
sometimes  necessary  to  administer  cardiac  stimulants  in  the  form 
of  strychnia  or  whiskey,  for  a  few  days.  The  diet  should  be  bland 
and  nourishing,  and  water  should  be  drunk  freely. 

The  time  for  changing  the  primary  dressings  is  gauged  by 
the  subsequent  symptoms,  which  if  entirely  favorable  in  every 
particular,  the  inner  dressings  may  remain  undisturbed  for  a  period 
of  five  or  eight  days.  The  outer  dressings,  after  the  second  day, 
usually  become  stained  from  the  free  discliarge  from  the  pus  cavity, 
in  which  event  tliey  should  be  clianged.  Thereafter  the  outer 
dressings  may  be  changed  daily.  In  case  a  rubber  drainage  tube 
has  been  introduced  into  the  abscess  cavity,  it  is  advisable  to  with- 
draw it  a  short  distance  at  each  dressing,  in  order  that  the  abscess 
cavity  may  freely  granulate  witliout  the  interference  of  the  tube. 

Cerebral  hernia  sometimes  complicates  the  healing  of  the  bone 
aperture.  When  of  small  dimensions  usually  they  disappear  with- 
out special  treatment;  but  wlienever  they  do  not  subside  pressure 
should  be  applied  by  means  of  a  series  of  gauze  pads  so  arranged 
that  pressure  will  be  exerted  upon  the  protruding  mass  when  the 
mastoid  bandage  is  snugly  applied.  Whenever  the  protruding 
mass,  which  mostly  is  made  up  of  granulations,  is  intractable,  it 
should  be  excised  with  the  scalpel  or  scissors. 

Results  of  Operation. — Immediate  effects  are  apparent  upon 
the  successful  evacuation  of  a  tirain  abscess.  The  pulse  and  the 
temperature  citiicr  become  norm&l  or,  after  a  short  period  of  eleva- 
tion, they  gradually  drop  to  the  normal.  This  is  especially  marked 
where,  prior  to  evacuation,  the  i>ulsc  and  the  temperature  have 
been  subnormal.  The  sensorium  promptly  clears,  and  the  patient 
emerges  from  the  comatose  state.  Paralysis,  when  of  short  dura- 
tion, speedily  disappears,  and  nourishment  is  asked  for  and  retained. 
Finally,  cerebration  becomes  alert. 

The  results  of  operation  as  reported  by  Mace  wen  show  8 
recoveries  in  9  cases  of  temporosphenoidal  abscess.  Of  cerebellar 
abscess  he  reports  4  cases,  all  of  which  recovered.  Komer  reports 
66/)  per  cent,  cures  in  the  cerebellar  cases,  and  84.6  per  cent,  cures 
in  cerebral  cases  from  those  he  was  able  to  collect  in  the  literature. 
Finally.  Riipke,  examining  the  literature  to  determine  the  perma- 
nence of  cures  thus  effected,  finds  tliat  40.4  per  cent,  of  the 
recoveries  reported  remain  permanent. 


SECTION   IV. 

Diseases  of  the  Perceptive  Apparatus  and  Miscellaneous 
Diseases  and  Conditions. 


CHAPTER  XXVII. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  PERCEPTIVTi  APPARATUS. 


OTOSCLEROSIS. 

Under  our  general  classification  of  diseases  of  the  middle  ear 
we  include  a  third  type,  oiusclcrosis,  which  wc  designate  as  having 
a  constitutional  ba^i:?.  It  is  cliaractcrized  by  progressive  deafness 
which  is  not  due  either  tu  a  catarrhal  or  a  bacterial  pruccss.  Like- 
wise, it  is  distinct  from  disease  of  the  auditory  nerve.  Its  actual 
nature  is  siill  somewhat  in  doubt.  The  disease  was  first  described 
by  L.  Katz  (ISyO),  and  has  since  been  verified  microscopically  and 
clinically  by  manv  observers.     (Hcnkcr.') 

Pathology. — The  lesion  is  a  spongification  of  the  bone  of  the 
labyrinthine  capsule.  The  process  begins  as  a  change  from  the 
nonnal  consistency  of  the  bone  to  thai  of  compact  bone.  This  is 
latefi  replaced  rather  irregularly  by  the  spongy  deposits.  The 
spongification  takes  place  particularly  in  the  labyrinthine  capsule 
and  around  the  oval  window,  eventuating  in  an  involvement  of  the 
annular  ligament,  and  finally  in  an  ankylosis  of  the  footplate  of  the 
stapes  ( Fig.  264  i . 

Etiology. — Boenninghaus  questions  whether  otosclerosis  is  to 
be  regarded  as  a  primary  diseaM;  in  the  bone  or  whether  it  is  a 
secondary  affection,  the  sequela  of  a  pathological  change  in  the 
middle -ear  mucosa. 

Formerly  it  was  a  general  belief  among  otologists  tliat  the 
changes  were  secondary  to  changes  in  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  middle-ear  spaces,  and  according  to  the  observations  of  llaber- 
man  the  deposits  follow  the  course  of  the  nutrient  arteries  in  the 
bone.  ShambouKh.  however,  has  shown  that  these  arteries  from 
the  mucosa  of  the  middle  ear  only  penetrate  lo  the  most  externally 
placed  layers  of  bone,  and  the  nutrient  arteries  from  the  labyrin- 
thine spaces  nourish  the  deeper  bony  layers.  He  further  demon- 
strated that  the  communications  between  these  two  systems  of 
arterial  supply  was  unimportant  (he  used  the  ears  of  calve.s  for 
his  demonstrations,  and  in  these  the  communications  were 
estahli.*ihcd). 

If  the  deposits  were  to  follow  the  route  of  the  arteries  they 
should  be  found  located  superficially,  tn  the  immediate  neighbor- 
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howl  of  the  mucosa  ( Bocnningliau^) .  On  the  other  hand,  the 
ubservHtioiiK  uf  l^ulitzer  and  Sicbviimann  show  that  the  Icsiun 
develops  in  the  central  part  of  the  capsule,  and  spreads  from 
lhi»  locality  to  the  surface.  Furthermore,  Bctenninghaus  and  other 
obscr\'ci>  have  found  tlie  tympanic  cavity  to  be  nomial  in  many  of 
these  casoK,  and  only  relatively  few  fjave  evidence  of  (lie  remains 
of  a  former  active  patlKilui,'icaI  process  in  ihc  tympanic  cavitv, 
AH  these  fact'-rs  lend  to  strcngllien  ihe  belief  that  i>losi-ler<->sis  w 
a  primary  disease  oi  tlie  labyrinthine  capsule.  We  as  yet  have 
no  p<»sitive  kmiwicdffc  of  what  it  is  that  calls  into  activity  this 
lesion  in  the  hone.  Hence  it  iji  vain  to  ascribe  the  disease  lo  con- 
stitutional causes,  chronic  rheumatism,  scrofula,  gout,  arterio- 
sclerosis, syphilis,  etc.  It  Is  tn  be  nolcd.  however,  as  significant,  that 
otosclerosis  occurs  in  families  through  succeeding  generations.    For 


Fig.  2iy4.  —  Sooner  fie  Attn  II  of 
llic  liiliyiiiilhinr  inptulc  {Kale), 
(LoaiMT^l  by  Or.  tl.  J.  Hans.) 


Fiff.  265.— SponfrificaHnn  nf  the 
labyriinhine      cupsuk       {Sirben- 
riMiiiit).      (Luuivd    t>y   Dr.    H.  •X 
Nam  ) 


this  reason  Siebeninanii  regards  ibe  etiological  factor  to  be 
u  postcmbryimal  one,  due  to  elements  already  present  in  the 
cmbryu.  Me  does  nut  rc^fard  the  disease  in  any  way  as  an  inflam- 
matory process. 

The  disease  seems  to  be  hereditary  in  certain  families.  This 
constitutes  at  least  52  per  cent,  of  all  the  eases  of  oti>sclerasi8 
recorded  by  Boennitighaus,  Uezold  places  it  as  occurring  in  D**  per 
cent,  of  all  cases  of  hardness  of  hearing  in  which  hotji  cars  arc 
attacked  >imnlt3netmsly,  and  of  these  (ii  per  cent,  iiccur  in  women. 

Relative  to  alt  ear  diseases  otosclerosis  occurs  In  about  7  per 
cent,  of  tlie  cascs- 

Course. — The  first  stage  of  otoscler<Jsis  may  be  designated  the 
latent  stat/,'.  This  lasts  just  as  long  as  the  lesttm  remains  confined 
within  ilie  central  parts  of  the  bony  capsule. 

The  ittaHtfctt  stage  commences  when  the  spongification  reaches 
a  funetioitally  active  part  **{  the  internal  car,  usually  the  footplate 
of  the  sta|>e;^.  This  seldom  occurs  before  puberty  or  after  forty 
years  nf  age.  It  is  a  disease  of  young  adult  life.  Tlie  symptoms 
develop  vcr\-  graduallv,  allhougli  exceplionallv  a  rapid  development 
has  been  nr«ted.  Inlcrcuircnt  constitutional  diseases  or  conditions 
seem  to  predispose  to  n  more  rapid  development.  .Among  sttch 
diseases  wc  may  mention  pregnancy.  lactation,  and  debilitating 
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Bases,  such  as  typlioid  fever.  Finally,  exposure  lo  intense  cold  is 
iieved  to  cause  :i  rapid  dcvtlupnii-ni.  ui  ih*f  lesion. 

The  disease  runs  a  varieU  couri>e.  Soim-Iimcs  the  diMjasc 
becomes  exceedingly  marked  in  a  very  sliori  lime,  and,  on  tlie  otlier 
hand,  it  may  progress  slowly  for  many  years,  and  not  become 
seriously  marked  until  it  interferes  with  audition.  Usually  ihe 
cour-sc  seems  l(»  U-  di'^tinclivcly  progressive,  until  with  the  advent 
of  total  tixatiun  uf  the  fmitplatc  of  the  stapes  it  cuhnjnatcs  in  a  liigh 
degree  of  deafness.  The  disease  in  some  individuals  is  further 
characterized  hy  periods  nf  quiescence,  when  no  advancement  in 
the  loss  of  licaring  is  apprcciahlc.  The  ahovc-mentioned  periods 
of  quiescence  vary,  in  ditfcrcni  individuals,  from  a  few  months  lo 
one  or  two  years,  after  which  the  symptoms  again  become  active 
and  ihe  disease  progresses,  ft  is  only  in  very  rare  instances  that 
the  lesion  involves  the  labyrinth  proper,  with  resultant  total  deaf- 
ness combined  with  disturbance.-;  id  equilibrium. 

Symptoms. — Hardness  of  hearing  and  tinnitus  are  the  principal 
symptoms.  Progressive  loss  of  hearing  is  a  constant  subjective 
symptom,  Tliis  may  develop  so  gradually  that  it  is  hardly  notice- 
able to  the  patient  at  first.  Nevertheless,  during  each  year  the 
impairment  progresses  until  the  luuuaii  voice  and  other  familiar 
times  are  heartl  with  liifticidty  or  become  lost  entirely.  So  long  as 
the  labyrinth  rcmain.s  unaffected,  high  tones  liUc  those  of  the  sing- 
ing voice  or  musical  instruments  may  be  heard.  Likewise  the 
hearing  is  often  i|uilc  good  when  the  patient  is  in  a  noisy  place 
(paracusis  Wiliisiit. 

Tinnitus  is  severe,  persistent  and  prolonged,  and  is  rarely 
absent  at  any  stage  of  the  disease.  In  patients  who  are  not 
conscious  of  having  lost  s<mic  id  their  hearing  faculty,  the  tinnitus 
■will  often  become  so  severe  that  :hev  are  let!  to  seek  the  otologist 
fi)r  relief.  The  tinnitus  generally  js  of  a  deep  tone,  but  varies 
individually  bntli  in  tone,  character  and  intensity.  In  nervous 
subjects  severe  and  prolonged  tinnitus  often  leads  to  prtdound 
neurasthenia.  The  intensity  of  the  tinnitus  is  no  indication  of  the 
degree  of  loss  of  hearing  (see  Chapter  IV^.  The  explanation  of 
the  tinnitus  is  still  sub  judict.  In  tvpical  cases  upon  inspection  the 
drumhead  shows  little  if  any  thickening  or  npaeity.  it  is  not 
retracted  and  the  light  reflex  remains  visible.  The  Eustachian  tube 
is  patent  ihrntighnut.    V'crtigo  is  rarely  present  in  otosclerosis. 

Diagnosis. — There  is  only  one  positive  objective  sign  upon 
whicli  a  diagnosis  may  be  based,  and  this  according  to  most 
ntithortiics  is  not  invariably  determinable.  It  is  termed  the 
"Schwarlze  symptonie"  and  is  characterized  by  isolated  areas  of 
hyperemia  in  the  mucosa  covering  the  promontory,  as  seen  through 
an  atrophied,  transparent  dnimhead. 

When  in  a  case  of  chronic,  progressive  loss  of  hearing  we  arc 
able  to  exclude  middle-ear  inflammation  and  also  labyrinthine 
di.sease,  then  the  finding  of  isolated  areas  nf  hyperemia  on  the 
mucosa  covering  the  promontory,  as  seen  through  the  normal  drum- 
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head,  confirms  the  diagnosis  of  ankylosis  of  the  stapes — otosclerosis. 
(Boenninghaus.) 

Middle-ear  inflammations  may  be  excluded  on  account  of  the 
characteristic  otoscopic  picture  and  the  use  of  the  catheter.  Laby- 
rinth diseases  are  excluded  through  functional  tests  of  the  mobility 
of  the  stapes  (Gelle's  test).  Disease  of  the  conducting  apparatus 
is  evidenced  by  the  fork  test  (prolonged  bone  conduction),  normal 
or  only  slight  loss  of  the  upper  notes  of  the  scale,  and  decided  loss 
of  the  lower  notes  in  the  scale,  that  is,  the  low-tone  limit  becomes 
markedly  raised. 

Uncomplicated  cases  of  otosclerosis  are  the  most  easily  diag- 
nosticated. When  complicated  by  other  lesions  the  diagnosis 
becomes  a  most  difficult  and  sanietimes  an  impossil>le  problem. 
Generally  speaking,  the  bone  conduction  may  be  almost  normal, 
only  slightly  shortened,  especially  for  the  fork  C-.  It  is  found 
somewhat  lengtlieneil  for  tlie  C  fork — the  U|)per-tone  limits  are  sharply 
lowered  and  the  lower-tone  limit  decidedly  raised. 

As  the  disease  progresses  in  the  laliyrinth  proper  the  symptoms 
from  the  ankyloscd  stapes  become  completely  masked,  and  the  hard- 
ness of  hearing  approaches  complete  deafness,  the  upper-tone  limit 
gradually  becoming  lower  and  luwcr  until  the  entire  scale  is  lost. 

Between  chronic  middle-ear  catarrh  in  its  advanced  stage  and 
otosclerosis  difTerentiation  is  almost  impossilile.  In  chronic  middle-ear 
catarrh  the  hearing  power  is  influenced  by  inflation  when  continued 
for  some  time;  in  otosclerosis  ttie  liearing  remains  absolutely 
uninfluenced.  Finally,  in  all  doubtful  cases  a  family  history  of 
otosclerosis  should  be  given  great  weight. 

Prognosis. — So  far  as  arresting  the  disease  is  concerned  the 
prognosis  is  very  bad.  On  the  other  liand,  regarding  total  eventual 
deafness,  otosclerosis  gives  a  better  prognosis,  as  it  is  not  usual 
for  the  spongiticalion  to  involve  the  lal>vrinth  structures  proper. 

Where  the  last-named  lesion  does  occur,  ttic  prognosis  is  poor, 
and.  althotigli  a  higli  degree  of  <leafness  will  eventually  ensue,  it 
takes  years  to  develop. 

Treatment. — W'lien  a  diagnosis  of  otosclerosis  is  positive,  or 
even  when  ankylosis  of  the  stapes  is  definitely  established,  there  is 
but  sliglit  hope  of  influencing  the  disease  by  any  system  of  treat- 
ment. When  the  ankylosis  of  the  stapes  is  partial  but  sufficient  to 
mechanically  impede  the  propagation  of  sound  im[)ulses,  then 
cfl'orts  to  break  up  tlie  ankylosis  are  to  lie  considered  in  mapping 
out  a  course  of  treatment  for  tliese  patients. 

The  simplest  wav  to  accomplish  tliis  purpose  is  through  car 
massage  (see  Chapter  VIII).  A  Siegcl  otoscope  attached  to  a 
pump  worked  liy  an  electric  motor  best  serves  our  purpose  (motor. 
Fig.  3;  Sicgel  otoscope.  Fig.  26).  A  simpler  apparatus  is  the  Del- 
stancbe  masseur.  It  act-;  similarly  to  the  Sicgel  otoscope  and  motor 
pump.     Its  advantage  lies  in  its  comparative  cheapness. 

Lucae  has  devised  a  simple  apparatus  whereby  he  attempts 
to  break  up  the  ankylosis  by  water  massage.  The  Lucae  pneumo- 
hydromassage  is  given  by  means  of  an  instrument  which  consists 
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of  a  glass  ear  speculum  somewhat  longer  than  the  ordinary 
speculutn,  so  as  to  lit  snugly  in  the  external  auditory  meatus. 
L;iually  it  is  capped  with  ruhher  so  as  to  make  it  watcriighl  in  the 
ear  canal.  At  the  ollu-r  end  of  llic  "T"  there  is  a  dia|jluagin  so 
arranged  as  to  hold  the  water  which  is  placed  in  the  stem  of  the 
T-sha[jetl  tnhe.  Tliis  ruliber  end  fits  into  another  glass  tuhe  snugly 
and  to  this  another  tuhe  is  attached,  which  is  connected  with  a  pump 
Mforked  by  an  electric  motor.    The  T  tube  is  filled  with  water. 

The  impulse  transmitted  by  the  pump  goes  through  the  tube 
and  impinges  upon  the  niblier  diaphragm,  where  it  is  taken  up  by 
tlie  water,  and  this  transmits  the  iinpiiUc  to  tlii;  eanlrum  and  drives 
il  inward,  acting  on  the  ossicles  and  moving  tliem. 

Lucac  also  devised  a  spring  pressure  sound  for  the  purpose  of 
breaking  up  ankylosis  of  the  ossicles  (.I'ig-  4*^).  This  consists  of  a 
probe  the  end  of  which  is  lilted  to  a  small  cup.  The  other  end  ia 
attached  to  a  handle,  around  wliich  a  spring  works,  so  that,  when 
Ihc  cu[>  is  placed  upnn  the  processus  brcvis  and  the  instrument 
pressed  inward,  the  spring  gives  resistance  and  thus  graduates  the 
.amoiini  of  force  used.  The  handle  is  so  constructed  tliai  the  pre''- 
Sure  can  be  changed  to  varying  degrees.  The  use  of  this  instrument 
entails  much  pain,  and  requires  a  skillful  operator  lest  injury  to  the 
eardrum  result. 

Extraction  of  the  stripes  has  been  tried  by  Kesscl  and  others. 
The  operation  entails  danger,  through  infection,  and  is  unsuccessful. 
because  during  the  operation  the  stapes  usually  fractures  and  the 
head  and  its  crura  come  away,  leaving  the  b«»tplaie  in  situ.  Tlie 
object  of  the  operation  is  thus  defeaicd,  and.  because  of  the  danger 
of  an  infection  of  the  labyrinthine  channels,  the  operation  of 
removing  the  stapes  is  no  more  attempted. 

The  results  of  massage  vary.  In  rare  instances  some  improve- 
ment in  hearing  is  secured  and  the  tinnitus  is  relieved,  at  least  to 
some  extent.  One  meets  cases  which  are  unfavorably  influenced 
by  the  massage  treatment.  !n  these  Ibc  prognosis  is  bad.  Neither 
is  local  ireaimcnt  of  avail  in  arresting  the  advance  of  the  disease. 
The  majority  of  patients  suffering  from  otosclerosis  lose  courage 
and  Hoat  around  from  one  otidogi>t  Xv  another,  or  cease  treatment 
altogether.  Unless  warned  in  season  they  afford  a  rich  harvest 
for  quacks  and  charlatans. 

Meanwhile,  general  treatment  should  be  given  to  (he  patient 
and  his  habits  and  diet  should  be  regulated.  .MI  excesses  should  be 
interdicted,  and  especially  should  alcohol  and  tobacco  be  debarred. 
Cnld-water  ballis  and  sea  bathing  are  harmful.  The  evil  effects 
of  anemia,  plethora,  constipation,  excessive  work  and  worry  should 
be  combated.  The  patient  should  not  wear  constricting  clothing 
alxHit  the  neck  or  anytliing  which  raises  ibc  blood -pressure  in  the 
head — pressure  at  stool,  tight  corsets,  collars,  etc.  Warm  baths 
are  recommended,  and  resort  to  mountain  heights  in  the  summer 
season  is  benelicial- 

Mcdicinally.  various  drugs  have  been  employed.  The  drug 
which  apparently  has  the  most  influence  in  effecting  the  bone 
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deposits  on  the  labyrinthine  capsule  is  phosphorus.  This  was  first 
recommended  by  Siebenmann  in  1898.  The  use  of  this  drug  is 
based  upon  experimental  work  of  Mirva  and  Stotzner  during 
clinical  observations  upon  its  effects  in  cases  of  rachitis.  Sieben- 
mann claims  that  in  50  per  cent,  of  the  cases  he  at  least  arrested  the 
progress  of  the  disease  by  using  phosphorus.  The  following 
formula  has  found  favor  and  is  convenient  to  administer: — 

B  Phosphor!    0.03 

Olei  jecoris  aselli 
or 

Olei   olivarum    q.  s.  ad  300.0 

M.    Sig.:   5ij  twice  daily.  •  i 

It  may  also  be  advantageously  administered  as  follows : — 

B  Phosphori    0.03 

Olei  amygd 30.0 

Gum  arab 30,0 

Aqua  dest 300.0 

M,  et  ft.  emulsio. 

Siff.:   Sij  twice  daily. 

The  iodin  preparations  also  have  been  found  efficacious  for 
relieving  tinnitus.     Potassium  iodid  in  increasing  doses  is  given. 

All  of  these  medicinal  preparations  must  be  continued  for  long 
periods. 

MISCELLANEOUS  LESIONS  OF  THE  PERCEPTIVE 
APPARATUS. 

Hemorrhage  and  Emboli  in  the  Labyrinth. — Hemorrhage  into 
the  labyrinth  channels  occurs  occasionally  under  a  variety  of  condi- 
tions, the  most  important  of  which  we  will  briefly  discuss. 

Alexander  (1903)  and  also  Schwabach  (1897)  report  cases 
of  hemorrhage  into  the  labyrinth  in  leukemia.  Besides  the  blood,  a 
large  number  of  lymphocytes  are  found  in  the  labyrinth.  These 
hemorrhages  cau.'^c  compression  and  result  in  degeneration  of  the 
nerve,  the  ganglion  cells  and  the  organ  of  Corti. 

The  labyrinthine  symptoms  develop  either  gradually  and 
slowly  or  they  clevelop  rapidly  and  become  evident  only  prior  to 
death. 

Habermann  (1890)  reported  a  case  with  labyrinthine  hemor- 
rhage, as  a  complication  of  pernicious  anemia. 

Sugai  (1900)  and  Citelli  (19061  observed  labyrinthine  symp- 
toms and  diagnosticated  labyrinthine  hemorrhage  in  cases  of 
purpura  lucmorrliai/ica;  while  Morf  (1897)  contends  that  hemor- 
rhages into  the  labyrinth  accompany  both  acute  and  chronic  nephritis. 
Boenninghaus.  however,  believes  that  the  hardness  of  hearing  and  the 
other  ear  symptoms  observed  in  the  course  of  nephritis  are  the 
direct  result  of  the  uremia  rather  than  of  hemorrhage  into  the 
labyrinth. 
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Caisson  Workers'  Disease. — This  condition  is  also  classed  by 
many  as  a  lesion  due  to  hemorrhage  into  the  labyrinth. 

These  workmen  labor  in  clianibers  wherein  air  pressure  i'' 
much  increased  over  the  ordinary  atmospheric  pressure.  As  ihey 
leave  ihesc  chatnbfrs,  and  rcniru  to  the  normal  air  pressure,  they 
underjjo  a  series  of  bvmpioms  known  in  the  trade  as  "bends,"  whicli 
consist  of  an  apoplectic  t-eizurc  lasting  from  a  few  niiiiules  to 
hours.  During  this  attack  they  develop  tlic  Meniere  symptom- 
complex.  The  dizziness  may  jijradually  disappear,  but  the  hardness 
of  hearing  remains  for  a  mnch  longer  time.  According  to  Alt 
(1897^,  tlic  la!>ynnlhinc  capillaries  arc  plugged  with  gas  emboli,  and 
at  spots  with  exlrava^atii)ns  uf  Idood. 

Acoustic  Neuritis. — Nerve  deafness  may  originate  from  any 
conditions  which  would  cause  a  neuritis  in  other  part?t  of  the  body. 

According  to  Wiltrnaack  (  V^OS).  in  acoustic  neuritis  the  disease 
(S  confined  almost  exclusively  to  the  nervus  cochlearis.  affecting 
mostly  the  peripheral  neuron,  tlic  ganglion  ^ipirate,  and  the  hair 
cells  of  the  organ  of  Corti. 

Regeneration  of  the  nerve  is  believed  to  be  possible  as  long  as 
the  ganglion  cells  are  not  destroyed  completely. 

t)i.\GSosis. — .Misolute  [liagnosis  is  nut  possible,  but  in  ;*ome 
it  is  possible  to  differentiate  acoustic  neuritis  from  other  labyrin- 
thine affections.  Nerve  deafness  usually  presents  no  symptoms  of 
dizziness  and  no  Menitrc  .syniplom-coiiiplcx.  The  etiology  gives 
additional  diagnostic  data;  the  ingestion  of  toxic  substances, 
quinine,  salicylate  of  soda,  excessive  use  uf  tobacco,  etc.,  lend  to 
induce  nerve  deafness,  while  meningitis  and  otitis  media  purulenta 
arc  more  likely  to  result  in  labyrinthine  disease.  The  diagnosis  is 
one  nf  elimination. 

Clinically  we  difTerentiaie  two  types  of  acoustic  neuritis.  Tlie 
first  type,  due  to  explosion  of  cannon  or  other  sudden,  loud  noises, 
gun  fire  in  military  life.  clc.  nn*l  the  second  tyjie.  the  more  common, 
caused  by  certain  trades  like  that  uf  boilermakers  or  other  factory 
workers  whose  ears  are  continuously  exposed  to  loud  noises. 

These  cases  present  distinct  loss  in  bone  conduction,  and  they 
do  not  hear  the  whispered  voice. 

Pathologically,  they  are  victims  of  atrophy  of  the  nerxus 
cochlearis. 

Finally,  cases  of  nerve  deafness  may  be  grouped,  according  lo 
iheir  causative  factors,  as  follows: — 

1.  Those  caused  by  poisons.  Under  tliis  heading  arc  placed 
quinine,  salicylate  of  sodnnn,  tobacco,  alcohol,  lead  poison,  phos- 
phorus, etc, 

2.  Cases  caused  by  toxins.  Fiactcrial  toxins  tn  the  blood  are 
accountable  for  most  of  this  group.  The  toxins  of  typhoid,  typiius, 
tuberculosis,  measles,  scarlatina,  diphtheria  and  the  mumps  are 
examples  of  this  group. 

3.  Cases  caused  by  constitutional  disease.  The  most  important 
in  this  group  are  those  caused  by  diabcU'S.    The  next  most  impor- 
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tant  are  those  caused  by  syphilis.  Finally,  the  disease  may  be 
caused  by  autointoxication  (Stucky),  or  by  the  rheumatic  diathesis. 

Primary  Atrophy  of  the  Acoustic  Nerve. — This  condition  is  not 
necessarily  the  result  of  a  prior  inflammation  of  the  nerve.  It  is 
found  in  old  age  and  in  those  with  premature  arteriosclerosis. 

In  the  cases  of  senile  atrophy  neither  dizziness  nor  tinnitus  are 
experienced,  whereas  in  the  cases  of  premature  arteriosclerosis 
these  symptoms  are  usually  present  (Stein). 

In  cases  of  tabes  (Chapter  XXXII),  according  to  Friedrich,  10  per 
cent,  suffer  from  nerve  deafness  due  to  degeneration  of  the  nerve. 

The  ear  symptoms  may  precede  all  other  signs.  The  deafness 
is  rapidly  progressive,  and  soon  other  signs  of  tabes  become  estab- 
lished and  the  diagnosis  is  made. 

Finally  all  these  obscure  cases  of  hardness  of  hearing  should 
be  thoroughly  examined  physically,  the  status  of  their  arteries 
determined,  the  blood-pressure  estimated,  the  urine  examined,  and 
the  reflexes  particularly  looked  into,  in  order  to  furnish  additional 
diagnostic  data. 


CHAPTER  XXVIII. 
MISCELLANEOUS  OTITIC  CONDITION'S. 


HYPEREMIA  OF  THE  MENINGES  INDUCED  BY  INFECTION  IN 

THE  MIDDLE  EAR 

Simple  hyperemia  of  the  meninges  incited  by  the  pressure  of 
pus  in  the  middle  ear  undoubtedly  occurs  with  comparative  fre- 
quency. It  is  believed  that  portions  of  the  dura  adjacent  to  the 
middle-ear  structures  become  congested  and  hyperemic,  but,  un- 
fortunately, postmortem  examinations  of  this  condition  are  ex- 
tremely rare,  inasmuch  as  recovery  usually  takes  place  and  the 
hyperemia  terminates  in  resolution.  Occasionally  the  disease 
progresses  and  the  local  inflammatory  areas  result  in  tliickening, 
bony  adhesions  and  even  cerebral  softening.  Unless  the  primary 
etiological  factor  is  removed  the  disease  may  terminate  in  serous 
meningitis. 

EMBOLI  IN  THE  BRAIN  FOLLOWING  THROMBI  IN 
THE  CAROTIDS. 

While  thrombosis  is  more  common  in  the  large  venous  menin- 
geal vessels,  arterial  emboli  of  carotid  origin  are  occasionally 
observed.  Tlie  thrombus  as  a  rule  is  transmitted  into  tlie  area 
supplied  by  the  artery  of  the  Sylvian  fissure  of  the  same  side. 
Korner  has  reported  several  of  these  cases  wherein  thrombi  in  the 
carotids  had  been  discovered. 

OTITIC  PYEMIA. 

Pyemic  infection  of  the  meninges  and  brain  is  one  of  the 
deplorable  complications  of  both  acute  and  chronic  purulent  otitis 
media.  The  disease  never  remains  entirely  local  and  extends  more 
or  less  rapidly  to  other  organs  of  the  body.  Otitic  pyemia  occurs 
oftener  in  connection  with  chronic  than  in  the  acute  form  of  puru- 
lent otitis  media,  and  furthermore  it  is  often  confounded  with 
purulent  meningitis,  from  which  a  differential  diagnosis  is  difficult 
to  establish.  If  an  absolute  diagnosis  of  otitic  pyemia  could 
invariably  be  rendered,  then  many  cases  now  classed  as  purulent 
meningitis  would  properly  be  classified  under  the  former  heading. 

Pyemic  infection  is  believed  to  migrate  chiefly  through  the 
lymph  vessels,  but  to  a  lesser  degree  the  infection  may  be  carried 
by  blood-vessels  through  inflammatory  exudation  of  the  vascular 
walls  and  rapid  formation  of  thrombi.  \\'hen  pneumonia  bacilli 
prevail  in  the  middle-ear  discharge  a  complicating  pyemia  is  more 
prone  to  ensue,  and  lateral  sinus  involvement  may  or  may  not  be 
present. 
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Metastases  in  various  organs  may  be  produced  by  the  bacteria 
which  circulate  in  the  blood,  when  it  is  the  scat  of  bacteriemia. 
Korner  differentiates  two  types  of  otitic  pyemia,  one  in  which  it  is 
associated  with  sinus  phlebitis,  and  in  the  other  there  is  no  com- 
plication. The  former  is  more  commonly  combined  with  chronic 
purulent  otitis  media,  and  the  latter  with  acute  purulent  otitis 
media  by  means  of  absorption  of  pus  from  the  primary  focus  in  the 
temporal  bone. 

Primary  otitic  pyemia,  in  acute  as  well  as  chronic  otorrhea, 
sometimes  originates  by  direct  infection  through  the  fioor  of  the 
tympanum.  Tlie  pathway  of  infection  may  be  (a)  through  dehis- 
cences in  the  tympanic  Hoor;  (b)  through  openings  in  the  floor 
which  have  resulted  from  necrosis;  (r)  through  the  normal  foramina 
in  the  tympanic  floor.  The  infection  in  the  above-described  cases 
invades  the  dome  of  the  jugular  bull). 

Diagnosis. — The  diagnosis  is  based  upon  the  clinical  evidences 
of  sepsis  and  the  presence  of  bacteria  in  the  blood. 

Prognosis. — The  prognosis  is  grave  and  unfavorably  influenced 
when  associated  with  sinus  phlebitis.  Timely  surgical  interference 
influences  the  prognosis  favorably. 

Treatment. — The  treatment  must  first  be  directed  against  the 
original  pathological  focus  in  the  temporal  bone,  and  all  diseased 
tissue  in  this  region  should  be  radically  extirpated.  Occasionally, 
when  accompanying  acute  purulent  otitis  media,  the  symptoms  will 
rapidly  subside  after  the  confined  pus  has  been  evacuated  by 
paracentesis.  If  the  pyemic  manifestations  are  not  arrested  as  a 
result  of  this  procedure  the  mastoid  process  should  be  surgically 
entered,  all  diseased  tissues  removed,  and  the  lateral  sinus  suffi- 
ciently exposed  to  admit  of  proper  inspection.  Where  the  sinus 
is  found  to  be  diseased  or  thrombosed  it  should  be  operated  upon 
after  the  manner  described  in  Chapter  XX1\',  page  iS7. 

Finally,  the  vaccine  treatment  may  be  given  a  trial. 

OTITIC  SEPTICEMIA. 

.'septicemia  of  otitic  origin  is  characterized  by  violent  symp- 
toms and  an  extremely  rapid  course.  The  prominent  symptoms 
are  chills,  profuse  sweating,  remittent  fever,  with  irregular  respira- 
tive  curve,  great  prostration  and  delirium.  The  infection  travels 
by  way  of  the  lymphatic  channels,  and,  according  to  Korner,  there 
usually  is  a  septic  involvement  of  the  retina,  heart  and  kidneys,  and 
hemorrhage  into  tlie  muscular  tissues.  Metastatic  abscesses  are 
usually  al)scnt.    The  disease  often  proves  fatal  within  a  few  days. 

Diagnosis. — That  of  general  septicemia. 

Prognosis. — Unfavorable. 

Treatment. — The  same  as  for  general  sepsis.  Stimulants  and 
attention  to  the  kidneys,  bowels  and  skin. 
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DISTURBANCES  OF  THE  HEARING  FUNCTION   OK 
INTRACRANIAL  ORIGIN. 

Acute  mcninpcal  iiiflaniniali<iiii;.  imriii-raiiial.  Ki""niat(Mis  and 
tubercular  deposits  have  already  been  referred  to  (.Chapters  XXIV, 
XXV,  XXVr,  XXIX  and  XX\|  as  causes  of  tinnitus,  vertigo  and 
deafness.  Other  cerebral  causes  arc  Uiose  originaling  either  in  the 
roots,  nuclei  or  trunk  of  the  auililnry  nerve.  Still  more  cimimon  anil 
im(>ortant  are:  cerebral  hemorrhage,  cmliolism,  chronic  sclcrosi.^, 
acute  and  chronic  hyilroctphahis.  and  new  growth'*.  Severe  and 
persistent  tinnitus  is  itften  a  prodromic  symptom  of  an  impending 
apoplectic  attack,  and,  when  occurring  in  elderly  individuals  with 
sclerosed  arteries  or  cardiac  diseases,  this  symptom  should  be 
looked  upon  with  suspicion. 


DEAF.MUTISM. 

The  acquisition  of  speech  is  dcjiendcnt  upon  audition.  In 
congenital  deafness,  or  when  the  sense  of  hearing  has  been  tost 
duruiy;  the  first  years  of  life,  the  individual  has  been  bereft  of  the 
strongest  impetus  lo  the  acquirement  of  speech,  and  as  a  result 
it  h  either  never  acquired  or  is  pro^fressively  lust  until  the  deaf 
child  has  become  a  deaf-mute.  It  is  rarely  possible  to  determine 
whether  deafness  is  absolutely  con.^enital  or  whether  the  perceptive 
function  has  been  destroyed  by  disease. 

Etiology. — Deaf-mutism  is  usually  the  result  of  some  disease 
of  early  iniancy  which  has  produced  either  destruction  of  or  severe 
injury  to  the  perceptive  mechanism,  a  condition  which  may  remain 
unnoticed  even  by  part-nts  until  Ion;;;  after  the  usual  lime  when  the 
child  should  comnienre  to  interpret  sound  vihrati*)ns.  That  he- 
redity plays  an  important  r<Me  there  can  be  no  question,  inasmuch  as 
statistics  clearly  show  that  deaf-mutism  is  more  or  less  clearly 
influenced  by  consanjjuinity  in  parcnta^'e.  and  lo  some  extent  by 
direct  transmission,  althouj^h  the  children  of  deaf-mule  parentage 
usually  are  found  to  possess  good  hcariii-^.  Inherited  diseases.  like 
syphilis,  are  believed  to  possess  some  indirect  influence  along  this 
line.  Intra-ulerine  disturbances  have  also  been  inentionc<i  as 
causative  factors.  Gy  far  the  larger  percentage,  however,  of  deaf- 
mutism  results  from  those  infantile  diseases  which  tend  to  destroy 
the  perceptive  function.  Among  these  the  acute  infectious  diseases, 
intracranial  inflammations,  notably  epidemic  cerebrospinal  menin- 
gitis, adenoid  vegelatinns.  ina^^ninch  as  they  indirectly  incite  intra- 
lympanic  and  labyrinthine  inflammations— in  fact,  any  inflamma- 
tory ciinditi'in  which  lends  to  affect  the  sense  of  hearing  in  early 
childhood  will  he  found  lo  seriously  interfere  with  the  acquisition 
of  speech.  In  a  considerable  pcrcmtage  of  cases  the  chief  causative 
factor  is  the  congenital  absence  of  sumc  portion  of  the  perceptive 
or  conductive  mechanism,  such  as  meatal  atresia,  intratympanic 
malformations,  occlusions  of  either  Ihe  oval  or  round  window,  or 
defect  in  the  trunk  or  distribution  of  the  auditory  nerve. 
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Total  deafness  for  all  sounds  in  deaf-mutes  is  rare,  the  majority 
cxhiUiting  defective  perception  for  the  liit;hcst  and  lowest  sounds, 
or  a  limitation  of  the  auditory  field  suD'icicnt  to  materially  interfere 
wiih  Uic  acquisition  of  speech.  Often  tlicre  is  an  uiiec|iial  perception 
of  individual  sounds.  It  is  important  to  dilTcrcntiatt.-  hrtwecn  the 
actual  [>crception  of  speech  and  the  intellectual  appreciation  of  the 
spoken  word  (psychical  deafness). 

The  first  symptom  usually  observed  is  that  the  child  is  passing 
by  the  age  when  articulate  speech  should  develop.  At  this 
period  parent.^  u&ualty  make  use  of  other  means  to  determine 
whether  the  auditory  function  is  present,  often  submitting  the  ears 
to  examination  either  by  the  family  physician  or  the  ntolof*ist.  In 
the  more  severe  cases  the  failure  to  respond  to  questioning, 
together  with  noticeable  failure  to  give  any  form  of  evidence  of 
the  perception  of  very  loud  soundsj  ^'vcs  clear  indication  of  mutism. 
When  due  to  purulent  t»r  intracranial  inflammations  in  chiMren 
who  have  already  learned  speech,  there  will  be  noted  a  gradual 
loss  of  vocabulary  and  finally  failure  to  respond  to  all  sounds. 

Diagnosis. — The  diagno.^is  of  mutism  must  be  based  upon  the 
failure  nf  the  individual  to  acquire  speech  during  that  period  of  life 
when  this  function  may  he  expected  to  dcvehip.  an  age  which  varie* 
considcral>ly.  It  should  he  noted  that  normally  the  development  of 
this  sense  is  often  much  delayed.  A  previous  history  of  severe 
aural  attacks  is  of  considerable  aid  in  determining  the  state  of  the 
perceptive  function.  Tuning  forks,  loud  jars  or  noises  are  also  to 
be  employed,  although  in  very  young  children  they  do  not  in- 
variably furnish  conclu.^ive  evidence.  Loud  clapping  of  the  hands 
just  posterior  to  the  occiput  by  an  assistant  unseen  by  the  patient 
furnishes  valuable  evidence,  inasmuch  as  the  facial  expression  will 
usually  clearly  indicate  whether  the  child  has  heard  or  not  In 
children  of  sufficient  age  and  intelligence  the  tuning  fork  and 
Galton  whistle  should  always  he  employed,  inasmuch  as  aerial  and 
bi>nc  conduction  in  mutism  will  be  found  [lartially  or  wholly 
destroyed. 

Prognosis. — Tlie  prognosis  is  always  grave,  both  for  audilioo 
and  the  acquisition  of  speech.  Politzer'  contends  that  a  better 
prognosis  mav  be  expected  in  the  congenital  cases. 

Treatment.— The  treatment  is  twofold:  (a)  to  overcome  the 
deafness,  and  (I')  to  develop  si>e«ch.  The  former,  in  addititm  to 
the  required  local  means,  the  technique  of  which  is  described  in  the 
chapters  relating  thereto,  includes  the  treatment  of  any  middle-ear 
lesion  which  may  complicate  the  deaf-mutism;  meanwhile  the 
affections  of  the  nose  and  nasopharynx,  especially  diseased  adenoid 
tissue,  and  hypertrophieil  tonsils  should  receive  appropriate  treat- 
ment. The  development  of  speech  in  these  cases  is  largely  edu- 
cational; methodical  hearing  exercises  are  of  supreme  importance, 
especially  when  it  can  be  demonstrated  that  even  a  small  propor- 
tion of  the  hearing  function  remains.    These  may  be  carried  out  by 
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directing  the  patient's  attention  to  auditory  iiiiprcS!»ion$  and 
devcluping  hi^  appreciation  of  spoken  words,  musical  sounds, 
and  various  noises,  much  time  being  given  to  stimulating  and 
strengthening  lliese  impressions.  The  systematic  use  of  hearing 
exercii^cs  whenever  possihie  should  be  carried  out  by  a  teacher 
whose  training  and  intelligence,  patience  and  perseverance  have 
specially  fitted  him  fur  this  impurtaiit  work.  This  mctltod  should 
not  be  too  soon  aliandoned,  eveit  under  discouraging  circumstances, 
since  the  possibilitv  of  success  exists  even  in  mntes  heretofore 
considered  hopelessly  deaf.  Urbantschit-sch  points  out  in  this  con- 
nection that  a  [nrther  development  u(  the  auditory  sense  becomes 
possible  as  a  result  ni  the  awakening  of  the  first  vcsttge  of  hearing. 
Independent  exercises  willi  musical  stnmds  or  with  speaking  tubes 
may  be  conducted  by  the  patients  themselves.  The  early  efforts 
are  largely  expended  to  overcome  the  patient's  diffidence  and 
seeming  lack  of  interest ;  hence,  it  often  requires  persistent  training 
for  months,  and  they  do  not  usually  attempt  speech  until  they  have 
actually  acquired  considerable  proficiency.  The  influence  exerted 
by  methodical  hearing  exercises  upon  the  hearing  sense  stimulates 
the  individual  to  further  development  and  Iay<;  the  fmmdation  for 
appreciative  comprehension  of  auditory  impressions.  The' signs  of 
improvement  in  audition  are  characterized  by  a  gradual  differentia- 
tion of  various  sound  impressions,  together  with  a  fuller  com- 
prehension of  the  significance  of  spoken  words.  Methodical  hear- 
ing exercises  should  \)c  continued,  throughout  the  period  during 
which  ordinary  sound  waves  do  not  suffice  to  raise  the  sensation 
of  hearing  beyond  the  mere  threshold  of  perception,  until  the  more 
ordinary  sounds  arc  perceived  ami  comprehended  by  the  strengthened 
auditory  sense. 

The  results  of  the  hearing  exercises  depend  upon  the  character 
and  duration  of  the  training,  the  condition  of  the  function  and  the 
personal  equation  of  the  patient.  It  cannot  he  too  strongly 
emphasized  that  individual  leaching  is  practically  essential  in  order 
to  procure  the  best  results.  When  this  is  impossible  mutes  should 
be  placed  in  the  very  best  obtainable  schools  where  the  same 
methods  are  carried  out,  even  though  with  less  individual  instruc- 
tion. 

In  .several  of  the  large  cities  of  America,  including  Xcw  York 
City,  the  school  boards  have  established  schools  devoted  exclusively 
to  the  education  of  children  with  defective  hearing.  Here  they  not 
only  receive  instruction  in  artictdate  speech  and  the  acquirement 
of  knowledge  through  books,  but  arc  taught  the  art  of  manual 
training  which  fits  them  for  self-support  and  positions  of  trust  and 
responsibility. 

Lip  Reading. — It  is  well  known  that  the  loss  of  one  special 
Sense  is  partially  recompensed  by  added  acuteness  of  those  which 
remain.  Individuals  who  are  partially  deaf  invariably  watch  the 
movements  of  the  lips  and  facial  expression  of  those  who  address 
them  and  are  thus  better  able  to  understand  conversation.  !-ip 
reading  has,  therefore,  been  placed  upon  a  scientific  basis,  and  is 
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tauglit  privately  and  in  schools  with  marked  success.    The  student 

oi  lip  reading  auccccds  onlv  In-  the  mf>*i.t  cimtinuwu^  and  painstaking 
personal  elTort,  both  upon  his  part  and  thai  of  the  teacher,  and 
!ipccial  individual  instruction  is  imperative.  The  otologist  is 
u<iUaUy  consuhcd  in  regard  to  the  cmplojnient  of  inMruclors,  and 
should  recommend  only  those  who  are  capable  and  free  from 
charlatan!  ^nl. 

THE  RELATION  OF  EA-R  DISEASES  TO  LIFE  INSURANCE. 

The  majoriiy  of  life-insurance  com]>anics  refuse  to  insure  appli- 
cants who  suffer  from  purulent  otitis,  and  make  no  attempt  To 
discriminate  as  to  the  variety,  extent,  character  oc  severity  of  tJic 
infectious  process.  The  author  lias  taken  cim.sidcralde  pains  to 
gather  statistics  in  an  attempt  lo  farmulate  some  rule*  which 
mi^hi  hear  directly  upon  the  question  of  actual  risk  to  life  in  the 
various  types  of  aural  disease.  In  a  i)ai)cr  publi^licd  in  the  Tran-sac- 
lions  of  the  .^lne^ican  Laryn^ologlcal,  Khinolngical  and  Otolog'ical 
ScK:iely.  I'^03,  he  slates  that  Schwartze's  records  show  that  alwut 
13  per  cent,  of  all  aural  diseases  arc  of  the  chronic  purulent  variety. 
A  study  of  Guy's  Hospital  Reports  hy  Pitl-  shows  that,  of  OOA) 
consecutive  autopsies  at  Guy's  Hospital,  between  1K69  and  1887, 
there  were  57  cases  of  death  due  to  aural  supi>uration,  or  1  in  every 
13X  autopsici.  (miher,^  in  the  report  of  41),()73  ant(»|isies  held  at 
N'ienna  (ieneral  Hospital  hetwccn  Ift".?  and  IfW.  says  ileaili  was  due  lo 
aural  suppuration  in  2i2  cases,  ur  1  in  every  1/3.  roulson."*  out  o{ 
14..S80  autup.sics  at  the  hospital  in  C\*penhagen,  from  1K70  to  1895, 
in  48  cases,  or  1  in  every  30.S.  says  death  was  due  to  aural  suppuration. 
Barker"  reports  that  out  of  802H  autopsies  in  three  I-nndon  hivspttaU 
death  was  due  to  aural  diseases  in  4.s,  or  1  in  every  1/8.  Ily  toial- 
injj  these  fi^'urcs  it  will  he  seen  that  out  of  71.6S1  autopsies  there 
were  382  deaths  rt'sultinjj  from  aural  suppuration,  or  1  in  every 
187.  A  contparison  of  ihe«e  autopsy  reports  with  the  statistics 
covering"  work  done  in  the  treatment  nf  aural  disea-^es  in  hospitals 
and  clinics  furnishes  considerable  valuable  information.  Hirkner* 
states  that  out  of  33.017  cases  of  aural  diseases  uf  all  kinds  there  were 
104  deaths  from  the  cflFecis  of  aural  suppuration,  or  1  in  ever)'  17, 
"Randain  out  of  .^000  cases  of  aural  disease  of  all  kinds  refjorts  15 
death.s  iluc  lo  middle-ear  suppuratitm,  or  1  in  every  333.  Dcnch 
found  that  nut  of  64.858  cases  of  aural  disease  treated  at  the  Xew 
York  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary  there  were  218  cases  of  serious  intra- 
cranial complications,  or  I  in  every  ^Xi.  Of  tlicsc  there  were  30 
cases  of  cerebral  abscess.  46  cases  of  sinus-lhrombosls.  7  of  cere- 
bellar abscess,  3  nf  otitic  meningitis,  and  II*?  of  epidural  abscess. 
It  should  he  noted  that  these  were  not  all  fatal  cases.     He  also 
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noted  that  nf  tUe  total  number  there  were  4836  of  acute  purulent 
otitis  media,  14.487  of  chronic  purulent  otitis  media.  Making  ihe.sc 
the  basis  vt  calculation,  intracranial  cuniplicatiuns  occurred  in  I 
out  of  every  88. 

The  author's  statistics,  based  upon  the  record*  of  the  Man- 
haltan  Eye  and  F.ar  Hospital,  show  that  out  of  29,223  cases  of 
aural  diseases  recorded  there  were  118  cases  ol  serious  intracranial 
complicaiinns,  or  I  in  every  248.  ()i  these  there  were  32  cases  of 
involvement  of  the  lateral  sinus,  16  of  otitic  meningitis,  12  of  brain 
abscess,  and  58  of  extradural  abscess.  Of  the  total  number  there 
were  7614  cases  of  purulent  otitis  media,  of  which  2436  were  acute 
and  5I~8  chronic.  M.iking  ihe  purulent  cases  alone  the  basis  of 
calculation,  there  was  1  serious  complication  in  every  65.  Not 
all  of  these  were  fatal  and  many  are  restored  to  health  by  timely 
operation. 

From  these  .statistics  It  will  be  seen  that  the  fatalities  arising 
from  aural  diseases  are  chiefly  those  of  purulent  onjjtn.  .\n  occa- 
sional fatality  follows  traumatism  and  hemorrhage. 

Partial  deafness,  whether  catarrhal  or  the  result  of  former 
purulent  disease,  does  not  materially  vitiate  the  individual  as  a  risk 
for  life  insurance.  Profound  deafness  adds  simply  the  moderate 
risk  of  death  or  injury  arising  from  the  individuafs  inability  to 
give  heed  to  those  warnings  whidi  are  synibulized  by  soinul  signals. 
Considering  aural  affections  as  a  whole,  it  becomes  obvious  that 
the  chief  danj^ers  to  lift-  resulting  therefrom  arise  from  the  com(ili- 
cations  of  purulent  invasion  nf  the  middle  ear  and  especially  the 
chronic  type  of  this  troublesome  disease. 

The  most  dangerous  cumplicalion  uf  purulent  otitis  is  osseous 
necrosis,  whereby  infection  extends  lo  the  vmous  sinuses,  the 
lahyrinih,  ami  the  meninges.  These  complications  are  prone  to 
occur  at  any  lime,  but  are  more  prevalent  between  the  ages  of 
sixteen  and  thirty  years.  Individuals  who  suffer  from  chronic 
inirulent  otitis  are  slightly  more  susceptible  to  other  forms  of 
cbnmii-  disease,  notably  tuberculosis. 

A  careful  >itudy  of  the  rules  followed  by  a  large  numlvcr  of  life- 
insurance  companies  indicates  that  but  little  discrimination  is 
exercised  by  their  medical  departments  in  classifying  the  different 
degrees  of  jmrutent  aural  disease,  the  tendency  being  to  penalize  all 
such  applicants  by  insuring  them  as  substandard  risks  or  by  adding 
materially  lo  the  premium  rate.  The  majority  of  companies  are 
inclined  to  overestimate  the  danger  to  life  attendant  upon  middle- 
ear  diseases.  Furthermore,  willi  a  more  careful  discrimin;ition  as 
to  the  variety,  character  and  extent  of  the  disease,  many  prospect- 
ive insurers,  now  rejected  or  penalized,  might  .safely  be  accepted 
at  the  usual  premium  rales. 

It  is  also  important  lo  record  the  relation  which  the  radical 
mastoid  operation  performed  for  the  cure  of  chronic  purulent 
otitis  media  bears  to  life  insurance.  Tliorough  eradication  of  the 
entire  area  of  necrosis,  jKith  of  bony  and  soft  tissues,  with  all 
surfaces  fmally  healed  and  covered  with  healthy  skin,  practically 
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places  the  ear  in  a  condition  whereby  it  no  longer  becomes  a  menace 
to  life.  From  a  life-insurance  standpoint,  therefore,  it  would  seem 
that  this  operation,  when  successfully  performed  upon  a  person 
otherwise  insurable,  should  render  him  safely  insurable  without 
penalty  or  prolonged  postponement. 

The  following  suggestions  are  ventured  for  guidance  in  classi- 
fying those  with  defective  audition  or  disease  of  the  auditory 
apparatus : — 

Simple  catarrhal  otitis,  with  or  without  deafness,  aside  from 
the  possible  danger  of  accidents,  does  not  menace  life.  Chronic, 
non-purulent  disease  of  the  labyrinth,  while  more  serious  than 
catarrhal  otitis  media,  does  not  materially  tend  to  shorten  life. 
Acute  purulent  otitis  media,  in  an  otherwise  healthy  individual, 
should  not  debar  him  as  a  safe  risk  beyond  the  time  necessary  for 
complete  recovery,  a  period  usually  of  from  one  to  six  weeks. 
Recurrent  purulent  middle-ear  inflammation,  especially  in  early 
life,  usually  results  from  some  iorm  of  intranasal  infection,  and  is 
commonly  associated  with  adenoid  growths  in  the  vault  of  the 
pharynx  or  hyperlropliicd  tonsil?,  and  subsides  promptly  and 
permanently  as  soon  as  these  have  been  removed,  after  which  time 
such  applicants  should  be  considered  safely  insurable.  A  large 
proportion  of  tlie  serious  intracranial  complications  of  middle-ear 
suppuration  occurs  in  chronic  purulent  otitis  media,  and  the  statis- 
tics above  mentioned  clearly  prove  tiiat  such  complications  occur 
with  sufficient  frefjuency  to  render  ttie  victims  of  this  type  of  ear 
disease  less  favorable  as  life-insurance  risks.  Chronic  purulent 
otitis  media  attended  with  continuous  discharge,  with  foul  odor, 
especially  when  accompanied  with  excessive  granulations,  indicates 
necrosis,  and  therefore  becomes  tlie  most  serious  type  of  car  disease. 
Such  applicants  should  be  considered  bad  risks  under  all  circum- 
stances until  a  cure  has  been  cfTccted  cither  by  local  treatment  or 
radical  operative  interference.  Large  perforations  and  free  drain- 
age, while  militating  in  favor  of  the  applicant,  should  not  be  con- 
sidered a  positive  guarantee  against  extensi()n  vf  the  necrotic 
process  to  deeper  structures. 

The  ra'licai  o])eration  successfully  performed  in  an  otherwise 
healthy  individual  should,  after  a  reasonable  time,  render  him 
safely  insurable. 

Slalignant  neoplasms  involving  any  portion  of  the  auditory 
apparatus  menace  the  individual's  life  to  the  same  degree  as  when 
occurring  in  other  portions  of  the  body.  Aural  syphilis,  tuber- 
culosis, lupus  and  cholesteatoma  are  likewise  inimical  to  longevity. 
All  patlidlugical  conditions,  whether  associated  with  purulency  or 
not.  need  to  be  accorded  full  consideration.  Xon-malignant  tvpes 
of  aural  disease,  which  are  classified  as  sebace<ms  cysts,  hemato- 
mata,  pcricliondrilis.  frostbite  and  eczema,  do  not  exert  any 
material  cfTect  upon  longevity. 

In  inipi^rtant  cases,  especially  where  large  amounts  are  desired, 
the  opinion  of  an  expert  otologist  should  be  of  value  in  deciding  the 
degree  of  danger  in  the  individual  case. 
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AURAL  SYMPTOMS  OF  NEURASTHENIA. 

Functional  aural  di^fturljanccs  arc  nccasioiially  observed  in  ctm- 
nection  willi  the  neurasthenic  >iatc.  Inability  nC  the  patient  to 
endure  any  form  of  prolonged  nervous  or  mental  strain,  which  is 
charactcrislic  of  neurasthenia,  is  sometimes  evidenced  by  marked 
disturbance  nf  the  hearing  function. 

Sjrmptoms. — Tinnitus  is  the  most  frequent  symptom  of  neuras- 
thenic aural  disturbances.  The  character  of  the  tinnitus  is  variable, 
the  noises  changing  from  time  to  time,  and  it  is  a^'gravated  by 
fati^juc,  anger  and  emotions.  Pain  is  another  proniineni  symptom 
of  neurasthenia,  and  it  frequently  occurs  in  association  with  the 
tinnitus. 

During  the  morning,  after  complete  rest,  all  disturliing  symp- 
tama  are  usually  absent,  only  to  return  after  even  moderately  pro- 
longfed  effort  to  carrj-  on  conversation  or  to  concentrate  the  auditory 
function,  with  marked  depression  which  often  amount*  Iv  hypo- 
chondriasis, or  even  mild  insanity.  A  roaring  tinnitus  is  usually 
present,  which  is  always  aggravated  by  fatigue.  There  is  a  sense 
of  fullness  or  irritation  in  the  region  nf  the  Eustachian  tube,  and  an 
apparent  tendency  to  rapid  fluctuations  in  the  hearing  power. 

Diagnosis. — The  diagrmsis  is  not  usually  difficult,  especially 
when  the  general  neurasthenic  condition  is  marked.  The  drum 
membrane  is  usually  normal  in  appearance,  and  unless  fatigued 
the  hearing  is  good.  Kcurasthcnics  are  prone  to  exaggerate  all 
symptoms,  and  to  ^ive  undue  prominence  to  the 'slightest  abnormal- 
ity.   Hyperacusis  is  usually  jjresent. 

Prognosis. — When  not  accompanied  by  organic  changes  in  the 
auditory  apparatus  the  prognosis  is  good  in  those  who  finally 
recover  from  the  undorlyhig  neurosis. 

Treatment. — Frum  the  nature  of  the  affection  it  is  obvious  that 
the  aural  treatment  is  secondary  to  that  of  the  general  health. 
These  patients  should  he  given  the  moat  optimistic  statements  as 
to  prognosis,  and  be  encouraged  to  make  every  cflFort  to  cease  from 
worry  about  their  hearing.  Internal  medicaliun  in  the  f<«rni  of 
strychnia  and  hroniids  may  occasionally  he  <>f  some  service,  but  is 
not  tn  be  relied  up<tn.  A  complete  cliange  of  scene  and  niinie  oi 
life,  with  rather  strenuous,  healthful  exercise  and  plain  diet,  give 
the  best  results. 

MALINGERING  (SIMULATED  DEAFNESS). 

.Among  the  neuroses  there  are  various  types  of  malingering 
which  arc  difficult  to  ditTerciuiate  from  actual  disease.  The  under- 
lying motives  are  either  of  a  hysterical  nature  or  are  dishonest 
attempts  to  feign  deafness  for  the  puri>nse  of  avoiding  service  in 
various  capacities,  work  in  general,  or  blackmail  to  collect  damages. 

Simulated  deafness  may  Ik:  recognized  by  various  metho<l5. 
It  is  important  that  the  otologist,  who  Is  often  called  upon  to 
determine  the  true  facts,  be  able  by  a  series  nf  tests  to  determine 
the  true  status  of  each  individual  case.    A  preliminary  examination 
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of  the  auricle,  external  meatus,  drumhead  and  Eustachian  tube 
should  be  made.  If  no  lesion  or  pathological  changes  are  discovered 
and  no  objective  signs  of  ear  disease  are  present  the  tests  may 
be  continued.  Many  of  these  individuals  have  given  considerable 
study  to  the  subjective  symptoms  of  middle-ear  and  labyrinthine 
deafness,  and  are  peculiarly  shrewd  in  carrying  out  their  attempts 
to  deceive.    Tliey  usually  simulate  unilateral  deafness. 

It  is  important  to  make  all  tests  with  the  eyes  of  the  patient 
bandaged,  in  order  to  prevent  him  from  making  use  of  his  visual 
judgment  of  distances.  After  tightly  plugging  the  normal  ear,  if 
he  shows  a  tendency  to  vary  the  distance  at  which  he  hears  the 
voice  or  acoumetre,  it  may  be  assumed  that  he  is  malingering.  In 
this  manner  the  Chimani-Moos  test  is  carried  out. 

A  large-sized  vibrating  tuning  fork.  C",  is  held  alternately  at 
an  equal  distance  from  cacli  ear.  In  this  manner  it  becomes  self- 
evident  that  the  tone  is  licard  better  in  the  ear  which  is  claimed 
to  be  sound.  The  vibrating  tuning  fork  is  then  placed  on  the 
median  line  of  the  vertex,  or  against  the  incisor  teeth,  and  the 
patient  asked  to  indicate  in  which  ear  the  tone  is  better  perceived. 
The  patient  with  true  aural  disease  affecting  the  soimd-conducting 
apparatus  will  state  without  hesitation  that  he  hears  the  tone  much 
louder  in  the  diseased  ear,  while  the  malingerer,  after  hesitating 
for  a  moment,  inasmuch  as  he  is  really  unable  to  distinguish  any 
difference  of  perception  in  the  two  cars,  thinks  he  is  answering 
correctly  by  stating  that  lie  hears  the  tone  in  the  normal  ear.  If, 
then,  the  external  meatus  of  the  normal  ear  is  tightly  closed  and  the 
vibrating  fork  is  again  placed  upon  the  vertex  or  incisor  teeth,  the 
individual,  if  really  deaf,  will  now  say  that  he  hears  the  tone  Iwtter 
in  the  closed  normal  ear;  or,  he  may  no  longer  be  able  to  distinguish 
on  which  side  he  perceives  the  tone.  The  malingerer,  with  the 
normal  ear  tightly  closed,  will  state  that  he  does  not  hear  the 
tuning  fork  placed  upon  the  vertex  or  incisor  teotti  at  all. 

Erhard's  Test. — If  the  external  meatus  ni  a  normal  ear  is 
tightly  packed  it  will  still  conduct  the  sound  waves  to  a  limited 
extent,  a  loud-ticking  watcti  being  heard  at  a  distance  of  2  or  3  m. 
Erhard  places  the  malingerer  in  the  middle  of  a  large  room,  closes 
the  ear  which  is  .said  to  be  deaf,  and  then  brings  a  loud-ticking 
watch  gradually  toward  the  normal  ear  and  orders  the  patient  to 
count  thf  beats.  The  normal  car  is  then  tightly  .closed  and  the 
sujiposed  diseased  ear  examined.  If  the  malingerer  claims  that  he 
dues  nut  hear  the  watch-tick  at  a  distance  of  1  or  2  m.  (the  distance 
at  which  the  tick  should  he  heard  in  the  closed  normal  ear),  simula- 
tion should  be  suspected. 

It  is  sonietinics  possible  to  detect  simulated  unilateral  deaf- 
ness by  means  of  an  ordinary  stethoscope  by  plugging  one  of  the 
tubes.  Here  the  clusod  tube  of  tlie  stethoscope  should  be  placed  in 
the  normal  ear  and  the  open  tutie  in  the  suspected  ear.  The  patient 
should  then  be  directed  to  repeat  the  words  spoken  by  the  examiner 
into  the  bell  of  tlic  stetlioscope.  .-Xftcr  removing  the  instrument 
the  patient's  normal  ear  should  be  tightly  closed  and  the  same 
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words  repealed  lo  him.  U  he  now  says  lie  cannot  hear  ihe  words 
which  he  has  already  repeated  when  the  normal  ear  was  tightly 
closed  with  the  plugged  earpiece  of  the  stethoscope,  he  will  have 
furnished  sufficient  evidence  nf  malingering.  The  author's  noise 
producer  (Fig.  242)  is  also  a  valuable  aid. 

To  these  tests  must  be  added  iKc  importance  of  the  experience 
and  trained  eye  of  tlie  e.xainiiier.  whu  will  uften  be  able  to  forge 
a  chain  of  evidence  from  a  succession  of  minor  evidences  of  decep- 
tion, made  up  of  contradictions  recorded  from  repeated  examina- 
tions, and  overzcalnus  statements  as  to  the  nature  and  cause  of 
the  affection.  Cliimani  lays  much  stress  upon  the  general  appear- 
ance of  the  individual,  his  temperament,  peculiarities  of  facial 
expression  and  speech. 

The  more  extreme  procedures,  such  as  testing  the  hearing 
capacity  of  a  person  who  has  just  awakened  from  sound  .'ileep,  or 
who  has  recovered  from  narcosis,  arc  hardly  necc^san'.  Boisseau 
iggests,  in  bilateral  deafness,  the  making  of  insulting  remarks 
fconccrning  the  patient  in  his  presence,  during  which  a  close  obser- 
vation of  his  face  will  sometimes  betray  by  flushing  or  changes  of 
expression  which  indicate  the  existence  of  auditory  perception. 


REQUIREMENTS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES   ARMY  AND   NAVY 

IN  REGARD  TO  THE  HEARING  OF  APPLICANTS 

FOR  ENLISTMENT. 

The  following  rules  arc  from  the  manual  for  examination  of 
recruits: — 

1.  For  admission  to  the  army.  "Tumors  or  growths  in  the 
passage  to  I  lie  external  ear  may  be  at  once  discovered,  and  arc 
causes  for  rejection." 

"The  discharge  of  'matter'  from  the  ear  is  generally  an  evidence 
of  diseased  condition  nf  the  parts  within,  which  is  very  likely  to 
lead  to  permanent  deafness,  and  is.  therefore,  a  cause  for  rejection." 

"L>eafaess  of  either  ear  constitutes  an  absolute  cause  of  rejec- 
tion." 

"Ai  the  distance  at  which  the  natural  tone  of  voice  may  be 
heard  in  a  closed  room,  when  both  cars  arc  normal,  is  about  50 
feet,  the  distance  at  which  tlie  applicant  is  to  stand  from  the 
examiner  must  be  as  great  as  the  apartments  will  allow,  not  to 
exceed  50  feet." 

"The  applicant  will  stand  with  his  Sack  to  the  examiner,  who 
is  to  address  him  in  a  natural  lone  of  voice.  When  the  distance 
is  less  than  40  ieet,  it  should  be  specified  on  the  examination  form. 
and  the  tone  of  voice  will  be  lowered.  Failure  of  the  applirani  io 
respond  lo  the  address  of  the  examiner  will  demonstrate  a  defect." 

"The  personal  attention  of  the  recruiting  ofllicer  or  sergeant 
must  be  given  to  closing  the  entrance  to  each  ear  separately,  by 
pressing  with  the  thumb  the  small  lobe  (tragus)  situated  in  front 
of  the  opening  to  the  inner  car." 

"Advantage  should  be  taken  of  the  absence  of  other  sounds 
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to  make  llic  examination.  Rocniiting  officers  sliouM  remember 
tlial  a  man  iiia>  bv  u>hill>  deaf  in  one  ear,  anO  yel  may  hear  all 
ordinary  ^:onvc^^alion  jhtIccUv  if  the  sound  car  ts  ih>i  otniplctcly 
Bio)tpetl.  Dcafnc-^s  of  one  ear  is  a  bar  tii  enlisimcni.  bul  in  unlttury 
occupations  it  might  not  be  observed." 

"Deafness  may  be  caused  by  an  accumulation  of  hardened 
wax;  therefore  an  otherwise  desirable  recruit  Khoiilil  have  his  cars 
well  cleansed  before  hnal  action  is  taken  in  his  case." 

".\1I  men  enlisted  for  the  artillery  arm  nf  the  service  at  a 
military  post  or  assigned  to  that  arm  from  a  dcpf>t  shall,  Itcforc 
such  c^li!^tment  or  a:>si)^ninvnl.  besides  utider^juin;;  the  ordiuary 
examination,  be  examined  especially  with  a  view  lo  ej^tablishinf 
the  fact  of  the  patency  of  the  Uusiachian  lubes  and  the  inte;p"ity  of 
the  tympanic  membranes,  in  default  of  which  the  men  are  tini'ii 
for  that  arm." 

"In  linieof  war  deafness  of  one  car  is  not  cause  for  rcjcclion. 
It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  defects  in  hearing  arc  easily 
feigned;  therefore,  when  they  are  alleged  by  conserifits.  the 
examination  should  be  made  by  a  medical  officer.  Genuine  deaf- 
ness cannot  be  concealed." 

2.  For  admission  lo  the  navy.  "!n  the  phyj^ical  examina- 
tion of  recruits  for  the  naval  service  the  ears  are  examined  for 
polypi,  otorrhea,  perforation  of  the  tympanic  mcmbraneii.  and 
dullness  of  hearing,  and,  ^houId  one  or  more  of  these  cundliions  be 
found,  the  candidate  is  rejected.  Polypi  of  the  nose  and  chronic 
nasal  catarrh  arc  also  causes  for  rejection.  The  hearing  i-^  tested 
bv  the  voice,  and,  if  necessary,  by  the  ticking  of  the  watch,  as  in 
all  cases  for  admission  to  the  Vaval  Academy,  Annapolis  Md." 

HYSTERIA  OF  THE  EAR. 

The  otologist  is  occasionally  consulted  in  relation  to  unusual 
aural  manifestations  which  can  only  be  accounted  for  as  hysterical 
phenomena.  Aural  hysteria  may  uccur  in  hysterical  patients  in 
whom  there  arc  no  evidences  of  pathological  changes  in  the  auditory 
apparatus.  In  another  clas.';  there  are  indications  of  pathnlogical 
changes  sufficient  to  produce  tinnitus  and  loss  of  hearing,  and  in  a 
third  variety  tlic  patienls  have  un<lerg()ne  operations  upon  the  ear 
and  arc  able  to  simulate  the  true  symptoms  of  the  disease.  A 
fourth  and  unusual  type  of  hysteria  is  found  in  patients  wbn  exhibit 
self-intlicled  injuries  in  order  to  excite  sympathy  and  secure  gratui- 
ties. In  all  varieties  it  is  evident  that  psychical  indncnccs  no  less 
than  physical  conditions  arc  clearly  in  evidence. 

The  most  common  \-aricty  is  among  patients  in  whom  arc 
found  moderate  pathological  changes  in  the  auditory  apparatus, 
hut  which  arc  itill  in-^iiflficicnt  lo  evoke  the  symptmns  enmplnined 
of.  All  aural  surgeons  of  large  experience  are  repcatcdlv  impor- 
tuned to  perform  mastoid  operations  upon  tliose  who  feign 
mastoiditis. 

The  dia^osis  of  aural  hysteria  is  often  attended  with  great 
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difficulty,  and  in  many  instances  is  accomplished  only  by  process 
of  elimination,  hence  it  is  incumbent  upon  the  surgeon  in  the 
interests  of  humanity  to  avoid  designating  a  real  sufferer  as  a 
hysteric. 

Christian  Holmes^  has  presented  an  exhaustive  essay  upon 
hysteria  of  the  ear,  wherein  he  advises  that  all  cases  of  hysteria, 
whether  in  a  normal  or  pathological  ear,  should  receive  treatment 
from  a  neurologist ;  that  no  operation  should  be  undertaken  merely 
to  satisfy  their  minds,  and  that  every  possible  encouragement  and 
psychical  influence  should  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  patient. 

Prognosis. — The  prognosis,  while  not  always  positively  good, 
is  favorable,  especially  among  patients  who  are  tractable,  and  who 
are  able,  by  a  change  in  their  mode  of  life,  to  derive  the  full  benefits 
of  travel,  proper  exercise  and  diet. 

Autosuggestion,  if  intelligently  employed,  is  often  of  great 
benefit. 


B  Transactions  of  the  American  Laryngological,  Rhinological  and  Oto- 
Iog:ical  Society,  1907,  p.  107. 


PART   II. 

The  Influence  of  General  Diseases  upon 
the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 
IXTRODUCTIOX. 

A  COMPREHENSIVE  knowledge  of  the  deleterious  effects  which 
general  diseases  and  local  organic  affections  may  produce  upon  the 
ear,  nose  and  throat  is  indispensable  in  determining  the  diagnosis, 
prognosis,  and  treatment  of  the  local  manifestations  within  these 
organs.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  when  such  etiological  factors  as 
are  typified  by  scarlatina,  tuberculosis  and  syphilis  are  productive 
of  lesions  in  the  ear,  nose  and  throat,  the  prognosis  must  differ 
widely  from  that  which  obtains  when  the  ear  lesion  is  idiopathic. 

Local  congestions  and  inflammations  involving  these  organs 
are  often  only  the  effect  of  some  general  dyscrasia  or  pathological 
condition.  Therefore,  a  just  conception  of  imy  local  abnormal 
condition  in  the  ear,  nose  or  throat,  barring  those  of  idiopathic 
origin,  cannot  be  attained  by  merely  considering  these  organs 
alone. 

General  diseases  are  the  causation  of  pathological  changes  in 
the  car,  nose  and  throat  in  one  or  more  of  the  following  ways; — 

1.  By  lowering  tlie  general  and  local  vitality  of  the  tissues  as 
a  result  of  the  introduction  of  poisons  into  the  blood,  thus  increas- 
ing the  vulnerability  of  the  cells  to  tlie  point  where  the  ever-present 
bacteria  can  begin  to  thrive. 

2.  By  abnormal  deposits  (gouty,  rheumatic). 

3.  By  venous  stasis,  wliich  is  brought  about  by  cardiac  failure 
of  compensation,  or  some   interference   with   the   return  circulation. 

4.  By  direct  inoculation  of  pathogenic  bacteria  or  protozoa. 

5.  By  infectious  metastasis  through  the  blood  lymphatics. 

'  6.  By  local  nerve  paralysis,  thereby  causing  interference  with 
the  normal  physiology  of  tlic  part.  For  example — paralysis  of  the 
soft  palate  prevents  proper  ventilation  of  the  middle  ear  and  thus 
tends  to  incite  catarrhal  otitis  media;  paralysis  of  the  recurrent 
larynt,'eal  nerves  interferes  with  phonation  and  respiration.  Paraly- 
sis of  the  nerves  of  special  sense  causes  loss  of  these  functions. 

7.  By  excessive  use  and  abuse  of  the  organs;  pharyngitis 
resulting  from  emesis  in  cases  of  gastritis,  or  the  excessive  coughing 
of  pertussis,  etc. 

8.  By  hemorrhage  from  general  diseases,  examples  of  which 
are  found  in  labyrinthine  deafness  of  hemorrhagic  origin,  nasal 
hemorrhage  from  cirrhosis  and  purpura  liEemorrhagica. 
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9.  By  deformities  from  deep  ulcerations.  Those  in  tlie  naso- 
pharynx sometimes  interfere  with  nasal  lireatlting  or  cause  stricture 
of  the  F.iistaclitan  orifices,  vvitti  the  |>roHurtinn  of  chronic  catarrhal 
otitis  media ;  those  in  the  larynx  cause  a]>honia,  dyspnea  and 
dysphagia;  those  tn  the  middle  or  internal  ear  cause  tinnitus  and 
deafness. 

10.  By  improper  rwurishment  of  the  nerves  of  special  sense. 

11.  Cerebral,  instances  of  which  are  deafness  in  uremia  and 
paralysis  in  apoplexy. 

13.  Inrtamniation     (posterior    poliomyelitis)     of    the    cranial 
ganglia,  said  to  produce  herpetic  attacks  about  the  face  and  auricle. 
13.  Reflex  cause.s,  uterine,  puberty,  etc. 


TUBERCULOSIS  OF  THE  EAR,  NOSE  AND  THROAT. 

General  Remarks. — Tuberculosis  of  the  car,  nose  and  throat 
occurs  in  two  forms:  the  acute  furm,  or  that  which  comi)licates 
general  tuberculosis,  and  the  chronic  form  (lupus),  which  is  a  local 
lesion.  Griinwald  divides  the  lesions  into  the  endoKLnmis  (the 
infection  reacliing  the  part  through  the  lymph  or  blood-stream), 
and  exogenous  (which  is  purely  local  and  due  to  direct  inocula- 
tion). Lupus  is  tuberculosis  produced  by  non-virulent,  attenuated 
tubercle  bacilli.  It  is  probable  that  in  a  majority  of  cases  of  lupus 
the  primary  lesion  is  in  the  mucosa  of  the  upper  respiratory  tract, 
notably  that  of  the  nasal  septum,  the  lesions  of  the  skin  about  tlie 
face  being  secondary.  The  iniii.'tl  lesion  is  a  mili;iry  tubercle 
modified  by  the  virulence  of  the  infection,  the  tissue  resistance,  the 
depth  of  the  inoculation,  and  tlie  character  of  the  tissue  wherein 
the  proces.s  starts.  The  tubercle  here,  as  elsewhere  in  the  body, 
consists  of  clumps  of  epithelioid  cells  produced  by  proliferation  of 
the  endothelial  and  connective-tissue  cells,  with  or  without  the 
production  of  giant  cells,  and  it  is  usually  distributed  in  the  sub- 
epithelial region. 

The  vast  majority  of  tuberculous  lesions  in  the  ear,  nose  and 
throat,  barring  the  local  lesions  induced  by  lupus,  arc  secondarj' 
to  pulmonary  involvement.  Notwithstanding  the  lack  of  physical 
signs  of  tuberculosis  in  the  lun^s  in  many  cases,  it  is  usually  pos- 
sible to  find  the  tubercle  fiacillus  in  the  sputimi.  and  to  obtain 
suh.tequent  confirmatory  evidence  of  the  disease.  The  ]>aths  of 
infection  arc  cither  by  direct  inoculaliun  throuph  the  bacillus-laden 
*])utum.  by  means  of  Ihe  respired  air.  by  the  ingestion  of  i-nfectvd 
food,  by  the  fingers,  by  instrumentation,  or  by  the  blood  or  lymph 
streams. 

The  tubercle  Iiacithis  ( Fig.  266)  gains  access  to  the  hrniph 
spaces  through  the  duels  of  the  glands  or  through  ahrasion<i.  They 
arc  found  in  the  lymphatic  channels,  and  the  changes  commence  as 
cell  proliferations  around  these  vessels  (jobson  Home). 

This  explains  the  clinical  fact  that  in  the  larynx  the  disease 
shows  a  preililfction  to  attack  the  portions  which  are  most  abund- 
antly supplied  with  lymphatics — the  arytenoids,  the  interarytenoid 


408 


INFLUENCE  OF  GENERAL  DISEASES. 


space  and  the  epiglottis.  The  bovine  type  of  tubercle  bacillus  is 
depicted  in  Fig.  267. 

The  proportion  of  tubercle  bacilli  varies.  When  the  disease  is 
acute,  they  are,  as  a  rule,  numerous;  when  chronic,  few  and  difficult 
to  find.  The  course  of  the  tubercle  tends  to  central  caseation  and 
necrosis,  with  exfoliation  of  the  overlying  mucosa  as  a  result  of 
thromlxjsis  of  its  terminal  blood-vessels.  In  rare  instances  the 
tubercle  terminates  in  fibroid  encapsulation.  Tuljerculous  complica- 
tions of  the  upper  respiratory  tract  are  commoner  in  men  than  in 
women.  They  are  more  frequent  during  the  decade  from  20  to  30 
years.  The  severity  of  the  primary  pulmonary  lesion  has  no 
apparent  relation  to  the  local  complication. 

The  prognosis  as  to  life  and  ultimate  health  deiHrnds,  as  a  rule, 
upon  the  condition  of  the  lungs.     When  the  process  is  advancing 


Fig,  266, — Tubercle  bacillus.      (Human  type.) 

in  the  latter,  the  local  lesion  progresses  whether  situated  in  the  ear, 
the  nose  or  the  throat;  on  the  other  hand,  when  the  condition  is 
stationary  in  the  lungs,  the  disease  is  quiescent  elsewhere.  There- 
fore, in  all  secondary  cases  the  general  treatment  must  aim  chiefly 
to  conserve  the  vital  forces  and  increase  nutrition.  The  essentials 
of  treatment  are  proper  diet,  proper  air,  proper  rest  and  proper 
environment. 

Much  elTort  is  put  forth  at  present  to  determine  the  value  of 
specific  toxin  tests  in  the  diagnosis  of  tuberculosis.  Hypodermic 
injections  of  various  tuberculins,  their  instillation  into  the  con- 
junctival sac  (Calmelte  ophthalmic  reaction),  and  the  epidermal 
vaccination  as  advised  by  Pirquet  are  no  longer  in  the  experimental 
stage.  The  value  of  some  of  these  toxins  (tuberculins)  and  anti- 
toxins (^^a^agiiano,  Marmorek  and  others)  is  yet  to  be  determined. 

Very  little  has  been  accomplished  as  yet  with  radium  and 
X-ray  therapy  in  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis.  In  lupus  the  X-ray 
has  produced  more  favorable  results. 
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The  determination  of  the  opsonic  indices  (sec  Chapter  VIH> 
also  promises  to  !><;  of  value  in  the  diagnosis,  prognosis  and  treat- 
ment. The  deleterious  eflfecis  of  prtgnancy  upon  laryngeal  tuber- 
culosis have  been  rcpealcdly  demonstrated. 

TUBERCULOSIS  OF  THE  EAR. 

Etiology. — Tuberculosis  of  the  car  occurs  in  two  farm5,  the 
acute  and  the  chronic  (.or  lupus). 

Primary  acute  tuberculosis  of  the  ear  is  rare,  ft  is  ccncrally 
secondary  to  that  of  the  lungs,  and  the  most  commnn  palliway  of 
infection  is  by  the  Kiistachian  tube,  either  extending  by  cunrifn'it'y 
of  the  submucous  tissues  of  the  lulie  or.  mi.ire  often,  tlinnigh  the 
lumen;  rarclv  the  palii  is  througli  an  existing  perforation  in  the 
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Fie-  367— Tiiljercle  bacillus.     (Bovine  type.) 

membrana  lympani.  In  miliar)-  tuberculosis  the  advance  is  through 
tl\e  blood-vessels. 

A  bilateral  lositm  <<ccur«  more  frequently  in  tuberculosis  than 
in  all  other  forms  of  inflammatory  conditions  of  the  ear.  32.3  per 
cent,  of  bilateral  intlaiumaiiuns  of  the  middle  car  being  tuberculous, 
according  tn  Bcznid. 

A.  IJordes  estimates  that  65  per  cent,  of  all  discharging  ears 
in  children  are  tuberculous  in  origin,  l-'owler  subjected  hO  patients 
suffering  with  purulent  otitis  media  to  the  falmctle  lest,  the  diag- 
nostic value  of  wliich  is  open  to  considerable  doubt.  Of  that 
number  there  were  2*1  chmnic  cases  with  27  po^it^vc  reactions. 
Fifteen  were  acute  with  -I  positive  reactions  and  6  had  acute 
masintditis  with  2  positive  reactions.  In  children  aural  tuher- 
cnlo^is  may  oreur  in  what  i«i  apparcnilv  fair  health  and  without 
evidences  of  tuberculosis  elsewhere.  In  adults  the  disease  usually 
is  secondary. 

Symptoms.— The  initial  symptoms  of  tuberculous   inflamma- 
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tion  oE  the  middle  car  difler  from  those  of  an  ordinary  acute  puru- 
lent process.  Often  the  first  symptom  noticed  i^  a  slight  discharge 
without  any  pain  preceding  it.  Ulakc  and  Uuck  contend  that  inlil- 
tration  and  perforation  of  the  posierosuperior  quadrant  of  the 
drum  membrane  developing  without  pain  is  quite  charactcris.iic  of 
middle-ear  luberculosis.  Previous  to  the  onM:t  of  ^yml)[om5  the 
drum  membrane  appears  hypcremic  and  dotted  at  one  or  two 
pointi  with  pearl-gray  circumscribed  spots.  Multiple  perforations 
(Fig.  175)  and  rapid  formation  of  granulations  or  (he  advent  o£ 
facial  paralysiii  point  to  a  tuberculous  origin.  Ordinarily,  the  <lis- 
charge  is  the  first  symptom  noticed,  and  the  accompanying  j»cr- 
forations  enlarge  rapidly.  A  similar  rapid  necrosis  attacks  the 
ossicles  and  neighlKiring  bony  structures.  There  seems  to  be 
almost  no  reaction  of  the  tissues  microscopically  to  Ihe  dc.«>troyin|; 
influence,  and  tubercle  bacilli  are  rarely  found,  even  in  serious  eases. 

In  no  other  form  of  otitis  media  purulenta  chronica  is  complete 
deafness  so  liable  to  occur.  In  fatal  cases  among  children  tuber- 
culous meningitis  is  the  usual  cause  of  death.  The  discharge  from 
the  ear  is  usually  thin  and  fetid.  Uezold  describes  an  exudate  from 
the  middle  ear  found  about  the  promontory,  with  nearly  total 
destruction  of  the  mcnibrana  tympanl,  in  which  the  tubercle  bacilli 
are  present  in  pure  culture. 

Pathology. — The  primary  involvement  of  the  memhrnna 
tympani  and  the  soft  tissues  of  the  tympanum  is  followed  by 
necrosis  of  tlie  promontory,  the  ossicles,  the  annular  ring.  And  the 
attic.  The  process  may  extend  in  all  directions  even  to  the  mastoid 
process,  facial  and  carotid  canaU.  and  the  labyrinth,  with  destnir- 
tion  of  their  contents.  Intracranial  complications  are  less  frequent 
than  in  other  acute  infectious  diseases;  the  necrotic  process  may 
progress  until  the  dura  or  sigmoid  sinus  is  uncovered  and  thickcne<i. 
with  granulations,  and  yet  gives  no  symptnni.s.  TuWrculnus  granu- 
lations in  the  middle  car  are  pate  and  usually  surrounded  hy  fatty 
secretion.  The  perforations  m  the  membrana  tympani  arc  large, 
owing  to  the  tuberculous  inflammation,  and  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  tympanum  is  denuded  in  places,  leaving  bare  exposed 
necrotic  h»jne.  The  bony  areas  are  necrotic  to  all  degrees,  with 
exfoliation  in  spots,  Erosion  of  the  internal  carotid  artery  occa- 
sionally occurs  in  tuberculous  individuals,  and  occasionally  the 
entire  petrous  segment  becomes  necrosed,  separates,  and  is  removed 
fn  massi\ 

Diagnosis. — A  chronic  purulent  otitis  media,  when  occurring 
in  a  tuberculous  individual,  is  attended  with  rapid  destruction  of 
Uie  mcnibrana  tympani.  double  or  multiple  perforations,  and  aUsenrc 
of  pain  as  an  initial  symptom.  Furthermore  large  exp<iscil  area* 
of  denuded  I>one  in  llie  tympanic  cavity  are  strongly  su^eslivc  of  a 
tuberculous  process.  The  finding  of  tul)ercle  bacilli  in  the  discharge, 
or  tlieir  demonstration  by  inociilation  of  guinea-pigs,  renders  the 
diagnosis  positive. 

Prognosis-^Thc  disease  is  very  rarely  cured  except  in  cases 
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where  the  general  tuberculous  process  subsides.    The  fatal  issue 
is  usually  the  result  of  the  disease  in  the  lungs. 

Tuberculous  meningitis,  brain  abscess,  or  sinus-thrombosis  are 
rare  but  (ianpcrous  sequels.  The  prognosis  is  especially  bad  in 
Iculc  cases  which  rapidly  invade  the  labyrinth  and  facial  nerve,  and 
'also  where  the  tubercle  bacilli  arc  abundant,  except  in  those  rare 
fibroid  cases,  mentioned  by  Bezold,  in  which,  although  tubercle 
bacilli  are  present  in  pure  culture,  the  process  seems  to  be  very 


Tig.  368. — Extcti»ve  lupus  vulj^aris  of  (hr  fac^,  none,  moirth.  cars 
and  neck.     (From  collection  of  Or.  John  .'I.  l-'ordycr.) 


mild  and  amenable  \o  treatment.  The  prognosis  of  tuberculous 
mastoiditis  in  infants  is  unfavorable. 

Local  Treatment. — The  external  auditory  canal  and  tympanic 
cavity  should  be  kept  clean  by  fre<|ncni  douching,  and  all  debris 
and  discharge  wiped  away  in  order  that  good  drainage  may  be 
maintained. 

The  advent  of  severe  pain  with  persistent  profuse  secretion, 
and  the  appearance  of  granulations  in  the  meatus  and  large  areas 
of  denuded  bone  indicate  with  great  certainty  the  presence  of  large 
sequestra,  which  should  be  removed  regardless  of  how  far  the 
general  disease  has  progressed.     In  advanced  cases  it  may  not  be 
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possible    to   remove   all    diseased    timuc,   bin    the   curcttnent    shuiild 
be  sufficient  to  relieve  ttic  pain  and  estalili^h  drainage. 

The  radical  mastoid  operation  provides  tite  unly  means  for 
eradicating  die  (Useasi-d  ttunc  when  (he  adittis.  ma.'^toid  antrum,  and 
mastoid  cells  are  involved.  Wliclhcr  or  nut  it  should  he  performed 
depends  upon  the  general  condition  of  the  patieul.  If  the  disease 
in  the  luHK^s  is  quiescent  and  tiicre  is  no  wastin^j  or  hectic  fever,  the 
operation  may  be  attempted  with  safety  and  with  cmsideraltle 
hope  of  a  ftuccessful  outcome.  In  advanced  tuberculosis  it  is 
dangerous  and,  Iheref'Tc.  contraindicaled.  In  the  primary  forni 
of  tuberculous  mastoiditis  occurring  in  children  the  radical  opera- 
tion is  feasible  and  reccpvery  is  the  rule. 

Lupus  (Chronic  Tuberculosis)  of  the  Auricle. 

All  forms  of  lupus  vulgaris  are  found  upon  the  auricle,  and 
almost  invariably  the  disease  is  8s.sociatvd  with  extensive  lupus 
of  ilie  face  {Fig.  268),  from  which  it  has  extended  to  the  ear.  It 
develops  in  the  form  of  lupus  maculosus,  cxulccrani,  hypcrtro- 
pbicu^t,  and  papillaris.  The  disease  lierc,  as  cUcwhere,  i?>  prune  to 
change  from  one  form  to  another,  commencing  with  small,  brownish. 
*  scaly  titlKTcles  in  groups,  and  gradually  changing  into  tluwe  which 
involve  the  deep  subcutaneous!  tissue.  Ulceration  sometimes  follows 
or  the  tuWrcles  may  gradually  shrink,  and  in  process  of  )nvi->lution 
Ihey  produce  cicatrices,  which  have  the  api»caraDcc  of  keloid  scars,  and, 
while  there  is  destruction  of  normal  tissue,  a  mass  of  cicatricial  tt&suc 
of  irregular  size  and  shape  is  left  l>ehind. 

Lupus  Exulcerans. 

The  ulcerative  form  sometimes  spreads  from  the  clicek  to  the 
auricle,  causing  ulceration.  Tlie  ulcers  var>-  in  size,  are  UMiaUy 
located  upon  the  anterior  portion  of  the  auricle,  and  the  ulcerating 
tubercles  arc  covered  witli  thick  cru>ts,  while  their  bases  appear 
spongy  and  granular.  Tn  neglected  cases  there  is  more  or  less 
destruction  of  cartilage.  The  edges  of  the  ulcer-;  arc  often  punched 
out,  and,  frequently,  typical  nodules  are  scattered  in  the  cutis. 


Lupus  Hypertropfaicus. 

This  is  an  obstinate  and  grave  tvpc  which  generally  develops 
from  a  neglected  ulcerative  form.  I^apillary  granulations  spring 
from  the  bases  of  the  ulcers,  which  arc  spong}',  bleed  easily,  and 
continue  to  separate  at  difTerent  points,  producing  marked  inv«)lvc- 
menl  and  destruction  of  the  cartilage,  with  deformity  from  the 
rcsult-int  necroses  and  contraction. 

Oradcnigo  has  reported  a  case  where  the  primary  disease  in 
the  pharynx  extended  through  the  Eustachian  tube  into  the  middle 
ond  inner  ear. 
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Treatment. — F-upus,  wherever  locaied,  is  an  intractable  disease. 
Maiiv  ilt-i  nt;iinU>gists  favtrr  curetnivnt  uf  the  skin  ksiutis,  cuinbiiied 
with  the  Finsen  phototherapy  and  tlie  X-ray,  the  latter  having 
nany  advocate^. 

Deep-seated  lupus  uf  the  auricle  often  necessitaLes  excision  of 
the  entire  diseased  area.  The  actual  cautery  is  effective  in  destroy- 
ing hipns;  but.  unfortunately,  produces  an  excessive  aimnmt  iif 
scar  tissue.  A  paste  of  ar<!enious  arid  20  per  cent,  in  guiii  acacia  i^ 
eflicacii'us  in  seme  cases,  CuretnieiU  is  always  indicated  fnr  the 
removal  of  ulcers  and  i^ranulations.  Radium  is  of  t|ucstiunalile 
value,  and  injections  wiili  tuberculin  preparations  for  tuberculosis 
iif  the  skin  have  so  far  been  disap|x>intinc. 

Lupus  Erythematosus. 

This  affection,  which  is  a  "chronic  non-t«herculous  disease  of 
the  skin,  marked  by  di^c-Iikc  patches  with  raised  reddish  cdycs  and 
depressed  centres,  is  covered  with  scaler,  which  fall  off,  leaving  dull. 
white  cicatrices,"' 

The  patches  do  not  ulcerate,  no  deformity  results,  and  the 
cicatrices  tend  lo  atrophy.  It  may  appear  upon  the  nose,  face,  car, 
and  uiucuus  membranes. 

Trautman  in  analysis  of  30  cases  found  involvement  of  the  lips 
in  43  per  cent.,  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  cheeks  in  40  per  cent., 
the  palate  in  Si  per  cent.,  the  tongue,  tonsils,  gums,  the  nasal,  con- 
junctival, and  lar>'ngeal  membranes  in  a  -snwll  percentage  of  cases. 

Some  authors  claim  a  relalion.ship  of  lupus  crytbcmalosus  lo 
lupus  liypertrophicus.  \\'iih  this  theory  the  author  does  not  agree. 
inasmuch  as  the  underlying  pathological  changi-s  differ  so  widely. 


TUBERCULOSIS  OF  THE  NOSE. 

Etiology  and  Pathology. — The  nose  is  the  least  liable  to  acute 
tubc^cuI'-^u^  iiivajijun  uf  any  portion  of  the  respiratory  tract,  and  its 
occurrence  is  seldom  of  primary  origin.  The  chronic  form — lupus 
— is  more  common.  Tubercle  bacilli  gain  ludginenl  in  the  no-^e  in 
two  ways:  1,  through  the  air  current,  or  by  direct  inoculation;  2, 
through  the  blood  or  lymphatics.  The  disease  occurs  in  two  forms, 
the  acute  miliary,  which  is  secondary  In  pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
and  the  chronic,  which  is  usually  designated  as  lupus.  The  acute 
miliar)'  form  is  extrepiely  rare  and  does  not  invade  the  bony  struc- 
^tures  o/  the  nose.  The  ulceration  begins  as  small  granules  about 
the  size  of  a  millet  seed,  separated  by  areas  of  healthy  mucous 
linenibrane.  and  is  located  upon  the  anterior  part  of  the  septum  or 
^fliior  of  the  no>e.  The  ulcers  are  grayish  in  color,  with  edges  of 
irrcguLir  outline.  Millard  and  Ilajek  report  having  seen  cases  in 
this  stage,  but  the  ulceration  is  so  rapid  that  the  process  is  not.  as  a 
rule,  discerned  until  the  first  stage  is  passed.  Tubercle  bacilli  in 
large  numbers  are  found  in  the  discharge.    The  later  manifesta- 
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tions  arc  deep  ulceration  and  the  edges  of  the  ulcers  are  undermined 
and  surrounded  by  an  area  of  miliary  tubercles.  The  disease 
rapidly  spreads  to  the  anicrior  nasal  ioASX,  anterior  part  of  the 
septiiiii,  and  upper  Dp. 

There  is  a  form  of  lulierculosis  of  the  nose  Icrmed  tuberculo- 
mata.  which  has  the  appearance  of  hyperplastic  growths.  They  arc 
reddi&h  gray  in  color,  vary  in  size  from  a  bean  to  a  hickory  nut, 
and  are  usually  located  on  the  inferior  turbinated  bone.  T-Lscat  and 
manv  othern  contend  that  all  lubcrcuKm*  affections  of  the  nose  are 
lupoid  in  cliaractcr. 

Diagnosis. — The  diagnosis  is  based  upon  the  presence  of 
advanced  pulmonary  or  laryngeal  tuberculosis,  with  all  its  train 
of  severe  constitutional  symptoms,  and  the  presence  of  the  charac- 
teristic bacilli  and  ulcers  within  the  nose. 

liallenEcr-  reports  a  case  of  primary  tuberculosis  of  the  nose  of 
lonff  Mandtng.  but  its  nodular  appearance  and  cicatricial  borders 
clearly  indicate  lupus  vulgaris  exedcns. 

Prognosis. — The  prognosis  is  unfavorable,  and  local  treatment 
is  palliative.  • 

Lupus  of  the  Nose. 

All  known  forms  of  lupus  vulgaris  occur  about  the  cutaneous 
and  mucous  surfaces  of  the  nose,  the  nodular,  hypertrophic, 
exedens,  papillaris  and  nuculosus  (Fig,  268).  The  character  and 
extent  <>f  the  diMfasc  is  dependent  upon  the  form,  stage,  and  seventy 
which  the  lupus  has  assumed. 

The  disease  is  described  by  Cabochc  under  four  headin^^! 
(a)  nodular,  (6|  vegrtating,  (c)  tumor,  and  (rf)  uhu-ratinef. 

{a)  Xodular. — This  form  is  characterized  by  nodules  which 
are  two  or  three  times  the  size  of  a  pinhead.  The  surfaces  are 
roughened  and  arc  pale  rose-colored,  and  the  individual  nodule* 
are  separated  by  small,  irregular  grooves.  Sometimes  the  latter 
become  ulcerale<l.  causing  cicatricial,  nipple-like  lobules. 

The  ncKlular  type  usually  originates  in  the  mucosa  of  the 
anterior  part  of  the  nasal  fossar, 

(b)  Vegciating. — In  the  vegetating  variety,  also  called  lupus 
hypertrophic  us,  there  is  extensive  hyperplasia  of  a  palc-rosc  or  bluish- 
lilac  color.  There  is  usually  a  formation  of  crusts  upon  the  vegeta- 
tions, which  arc  separated  by  little  grooves.  The  vegetations  feel  soft 
to  a  probe  or  curet. 

(r)  Tumor. — The  appearance  of  the  nasal  mucosa  in  the  tumor 
variety  is  that  of  pedunculated  or  sessile  tumors,  which  may  fill  the 
entire  nasal  cavity.  These  wari-like  growths  are  pale  bluish  white 
with  a  red  tinge.  On  superficial  examination  the  gross  appearance 
is  smooth,  but  actually  the  surface  is  covered  with  elevations  about 
the  size  of  a  millet  seed.  The  lupus  tumor  is  elastic,  bleeds  Htlle 
or  not  at  all  on  probing,  and  usually  is  accompanied  by  some  other 
manifestations  of  lupus. 


*  Diseases  of  the  Xose,  Throat  and  Ear. 
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(d)  Ukerating. — Ulceration  may  occur  in  any  type  of  tiic 
disease  and  at  any  stage  of  the  process.  Tlie  borders  of  the  ulcera- 
tion arc  irregular  and  cicatri/.cd  areas  are  present  in  advanced 
cases.  The  base  is  granular,  sometimes  necrotic,  and  is  surrounded 
by  a  zone  of  lupus  nudules.  . 

Etiology  of  Lupus.— The  disease  is  due  to  the  invasions  of  the 
tubercle  bacillus,  but  its  slow  development,  tendency  to  heal, 
cicatrize  and  recur,  and  it*  purely  local  character  serve  to  differ- 


^ 


Tig.  269. — Lupus  vulgaris.  Thf  anterior  portion  of  the  septal  tartila^ 
and  the  alie  nasi  arc  partially  dcstroyrd.  Absence  of  pigment  is  due  m 
ercai  measure  to  X-raj  appUcations.  (From  collection  of  Or,  John  A. 
tordyce. ) 

entiate  it  from  virulent  ulcerative  tuberculosis.  The  disease  i.* 
more  common  In  females  than  in  males  {75  per  cent.,  according  to 
Cabochc),  and  it  occurs  during  middle  life  from  about  2CJ  tu  50 
years. 

Pathology. — The  mucous  membrane  over  the  septal  cartilage, 
the  floor  of  the  nose  and  the  anterior  part  of  the  inferior  turbinal 
are  most   frequently  involved.     The  cartilage   itself   becomes  in- 
volved later,  but  the  bone  never.     The  septal  cartilage  is  easily 
;r{orated  if  the  lupus  nctdules  occur  on  both  sides.     In  200  cases 
^en  by  Mygind  perforation  occurred  in  29  per  cent.    The  perfora- 
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tion  is  rounded  and  regular  and  of  van'ing  size.     The  septa) 
perforaiiuri  aU-iic  nirely  cau^es  deiDriniiv  uf  tlic  mjsc.    The  anterior 
limit  of  the  septal  itcrftiratiun^  is  at   the  junL-tion   of  the   ^trptat 
mucinis  incnibrant  and  the  skin.     Thi-  hurder  of  the  pcrfnratiuii  ii 
comnnuilv    fwiguid   and   soft,   bleeds   easily   and    is   considerably 
thickened.     Pari  of  ihc  edpe  may  be  ihin  and  healed,  while  the 
remainder  is  tliicfccncd  and  ulcerated.     Stenotic  deformities  may 
follow  in  the  healing.     There  may  he  various  degrees  uf  lil>rou«  -^A 
tissue   formation,   the   process   breaking   down    in   one   place   and  ^M 
heaiinj;  in  another.    Tiiis  hbrosis  may  cause  atrophy  of  the  inferior  ^^ 
tnrhinal.     In  severe  and  neglected  cases  ihe  septal  cariilai,'e  and 
al«  nasi  may  he  destroyed  ( Kig.  26*'),  prodncing'  n  lerrihlc  death*?- 
head  appearance.    The  accmpanying  lyniplianjiilis  kivcs  a  red  and 
swollen  aspect  to  the  end  of  the  nose. 

The  disease  tends  tu  extend  outward  upon  the  cutaneous  sur- 
faces, where  it  pursue%ii  stow  and  in<^idious  course  and  with  13'ptcal 
symptnms  (Figs.  26*)  and  284). 

Symptoms. — In  lupus  there  may  be  no  symptoms  for  years, i 
perhaps  stmic  lachrymalton  it  a  rebellious  dermatitis  t)f  tiie  vcsti-1 
ItuK't  or  a  torpiil  and  recnrrinf^  lymplian^iiis  i>f  the  alx  and  lip  of 
the  nose  may  he  all  that  is  noticed.  As  the  disease  proprcsse-^ 
libstructivc  symptoms  supervene,  with  niucnpnrtileni  dtscliarge. 
The  ulcerative  stage  is  characterized  by  a  thicker  purulent  secretion 
with  an  occasional  admixture  of  blood.  Occasionally  the  spreadins; 
of  the  pnxrcss  to  the  pharj-nx  or  larynx  will  produce  .•symptoms 
which  result  in  an  examination  of  the  nose  and  the  discovery  of  the 
initial  process  there. 

The  cutaneous  sympt(tms  arc  lymphangiti."  and  the  appearance 
of  groups  of  nodules,  whifli  may  coalesce  or  ulcerate  with  resultant 
cicatrices.  There  are  peri.uls  of  active  proj^ress  nf  the  discave  which 
arc  followed  by  hcalinjj  with  keloid-appcarini*  scar«.  Recurrences 
are  the  rule  and  always  with  some  extension  into  new  tissue. 
Deformity  is  marked  whenever  the  al.T  liave  been  paritally  or 
wholly  destroyed, 

IDiagnosis. — "Recurring   lobular   lymphangitis,   persistent    uni-' 
lateral    ikmifltilii'   al»ont   the   vestihule.   and   epiphora    should    direct 
attention  to  the  parts  of  election  for  lupus  in  the  nasal  mucosa. 
Chronic  rhinitis  sometimes  f^jvcs  a  mamniillated  appearance  lo  the 
nasal  mucosa,  hut  the  surfaces  arc  .smooth,  bluish  and  without  ulccra-  ^M 
tions.    An  advanced  syphiloma  should  not  be  mi-t.^kcn  i>^T  lupus,  ^| 
Its  rapid  pro^jress,  smooth  appearance,  early  breaking  down  into 
one  or  two  ulcers  and  its  involvement  of  l>onc  are  all  quite  the 
opposite  of  lupus.     In  recent   sjiibilitic  perforations  of   the   sc|ttum 
denuded  bone  can  nearly  always  he  detected  with  the  probe;  in  ^A 
lupu^  never,  except  when  bone  has  been  ex^joscd  by  cauteri/.ing^H^ 
agents.    In  lupus  the  lesion  never  vxhts  without  similar  le>it)tiR  in       , 
the  neighboring  mucosa. 

rinally,  in  doubtful  cases  resort  may  he  had  to  the  Wnsscr- 
mann  le^l,  antisyphiUtic  medication,  microscopic  examination  or 
tn  inoculation  in  order  to  a.<tccrtain  the  nature  of  the  suspected 
lesion. 
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Prognosis.— Lupus  Js  amenable  to  treatment,  and  while  recur- 
rence is  pruliablc  the  treatnit-nl  maliTially  retards  its  pru||;rpss. 
Spontaneous  recovery  is  possible.  Sometimes  lupus  extends  to  the 
larynx  and  lungs  and  causes  death  from  pulmonary  tuherculosis. 
The  slowness  of  the  process  allows  hope  of  eradication,  but  com- 
plications may  set  in  even  in  the  apparcnily  cured  cases,  with  rapid 
ending.  The  disca^^c  lends  to  extend  in  all  directions,  involving  at 
times  the  skin,  frequently  the  lachrymal  duct,  either  as  a  simple 
or  specific  intlammation.     It  seldom  involves  the  na?al  sinuses. 

Treatment. — No  form  of^  treatment  will  cure  all  cases  and 
recurrences  are  common.  In  a  communication  from  John  A. 
Fordyce  he  states:  "The  chief  advance  in  our  treatment  of  tuber- 
culo-sis  ^lupus)  in  recent  years  is  the  Finscn  and  Kocntgcn-ray 
treatment.  Lupus  of  the  anterior  nares.  in  a  large  percentage  of 
cases,  involves  the  mucous  membrane  and  i^^  influenced  in  a  dcjrrcc 
by  X-rays  applied  within  ihe  nostril.  Lately  I  have  had  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  Cornell  tube  made  which  enables  me  to  apply  the  rays 
for  some  distance  inside  the  nostrils.  This  can  be  done  with  greater 
case  where  there  has  been  destruction  of  the  alae.  AVhcre  the  lesion 
is  beyond  the  influence  of  X-rays  we  have  nothing  better  than 
destruction  of  the  tissue  with  the  galvanic  cautery,  the  dental  burr 
of  Fox,  the  curet  or  the  usual  chemical  caustics." 

After  removal  by  surgical  methods  the  surfaces  may  be  treated 
locally  by  applications  of  the  following  formula:^ — 

R  lodin 1  i>art. 

PocaAstum  indid    2  pans. 

Distillc'l   water    2  parts. 

The  X-ray  yields  brilliant  results  in  some  cases  and  fails  utterly 
in  others. 

Hollander  advi.scs  the  employment  of  nascent  iodid  of  mercury 
as  follows: — 

Fifteen  minutes  before  treatment  two  drams  of  a  5  per  cent, 
potassium  iixlid  solution  is  taken.  Then  an  application  of  powdered 
calomel  is  made  to  the  lesion.  The  iodin  eliminated  from  the 
inucnsa  combines  with  the  calomel  and  gives  rise  to  nascent  Iodid 
of  mercury,  whicli  has  a  most  energetic  action. 

In  the  vegetattuc  form  Caboclic  advises  the  application  of 
tampons  contaming  80  per  cent,  lactic  acid  for  twenty-five  to  thirty 
rrtinutes.  In  the  still  more  extensive  and  vegetating  forms  he 
curels,  under  chloroform  anesthesia,  and  then  applies  75  per  cent, 
lactic  acid  tampr«nings  three  times  a  week,  lie  claims  that  the 
rnammillaiL'd  infiltratioti  disappears  rapidly,  leaving  a  regular 
mucosa,  smooth  and  normal. 

TUBERCULOSIS  OF  THE  ACCESSORY  SINUSES. 

In  postmortems  on  tuberculous  patients  ihc  sinuses  have  been 
found  involved  in  from  20  tn  .H)  per  ci-nt.  of  case*.  In  the  living. 
however,  pnsitive  symptoms  of  tuberculous  sinus  disease  arc  rarely 
found.    Primary  tuberculosis  of  the  antrum  of  Ilighmore  has  been 
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reported  in  nnly  a  few  instances,  but  tlie  prncc:<s  h  generally  sec- 
ondary and  in  rare  in>tanc<.'»  it  may  beyiii  in  ihc  bone  instead  v(  Ihe 
niuci>u»  membrane. 

The  treatmcnl  is  the  same  as  in  the  chronic  suppurative  cases, 
but  must  be  more  radical,  and  the  results  arc  les«  favorable. 


TUBERCULOSIS  OF  THE  MOUTH  AND  PHARYNX. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  mouth  and  pharynx  is  a  rare  affection,  but 
during  recent  years  there  ha?  lieen  a  tendency  to  carefully  diffpren- 
tiate  the  lesions  of  these  org-ans  and  the  microscope  has  been  a 
valuable  aid. 

The  result  has  shown  a  vast  increase  in  the  reports  of  cases 
and  is  suggestive  that  the  affection  is  more  common  than  had 
previously  been  supposed. 

In  the  mouth  tulwrculo-iis  attacks  the  lips,  cheek».  gums  (Fig. 
ZTO),  liard  palate,  soft  inlate  ( i'ig.  271>.  tongue  I  Fig.  2721,  tecOi 
ami  alviN>lar  process;.  In  the  pharynx  the  tlibcase  attacks  the  tonsils 
(I'ig.  273).  soft  palntc.  faucial  piliars  and  posterior  pharj'ngcal  wall 
(Fig.  27!  (.  The  lc«inns  rarely  orciir  singly  and  arc  probably 
.secondary  to  that  of  the  larynx  and  lungs  in  the  majority  of  cases, 
primary  dcvclnpmeni  being  rare. 

Acconling  to  Ixvy,  the  classifications  are  two  in  number,  the 
benign  and  malignant,  nr.  accnrding  to  Oriinwal  I.  the  endogenou't 
and  llic  exogenous.  Levy  contends  that  "the  exogenous  or  ascend- 
ing form,  that  which  may  be  designated  as  the  int-culatjon  variety 
or  purely  lucal,  represents  the  less  active,  ski^gisb  or  benign 
type,  while  the  endogenous  or  descending  variety,  that  which  rep- 
resents infection  through  blood  and  lymph  streams,  through  miliary 
deposits  or  infection  from  within,  corresponds  to  the  more  active, 
virulent,  malignant  type." 

Etiology. — The  disease  is  more  common  in  males,  and  in 
rare  ca.ses  the  only  demonstrable  lesion  is  in  the  mouth  or  pharynx. 
thus  furnishing  some  tangible  evidence  that  lucal  irriiaiimi  and 
membranous  abrasion.s  arc  causative  factors.  But  Angay's^  con- 
tcnttun  that  the  most  frequent  mode  of  infection  is  through  the 
blood-current,  while  probably  borne  nut  by  clinical  experience,  the 
[ymph-cnrrcnt  furnishes  almost  or  quite  as  convenient  a  pathway 
for  the  transmission  of  infection.  On  ihc  lips  it  ttccurs  in  ihe  form 
of  ulcer.  On  the  tongue  it  starts  as  a  small  granule  upon  the 
dorsum  or  at  the  border.  This  in  turn  ulcerates  and  the  resultant 
ulcers  arc  surrounded  by  irregular  edges  and  covered  by  caseous 
spots.  The  cervical  glands  near  the  angle  of  the  jaw  arc  seldom 
affected  and  the  salivary  glands  are  almost  immune  from  tuber- 
culosis, only  a  few  cases  having  been  reported. 

The  disease  is  characterized  by  miliary  tubercles  and  is  asso- 
ciated with  the  miliar)*  form  of  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs.  The 
affection  is  more  common  in  the  tonsils  than  in  other  areas  of  the 
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Fig.  271.— Tuberculous  ulceration  of  ihc  hard  palate,  soft  palate, 
uvula  and  posttrior  wail  of  the  pharynx,  (l-roni  "Tuberculosis  of  Uic 
Uoulh."    Robert  Levy,  with  itermiision.) 


Fig.  2?2. — Tiihcrciiloiis  ulceration  of  th*  trwigiie.     (From  a  pattfnt 
of  Dr:  J.  C.  Slittrf^,  miih  permission.) 


\ 


jj 


TUBERCULOSIS  AND  LUPUS, 


\v. 


mouih  and  pharynx.  Wood  (1904)  contends  that  "ihc  tonsillar 
tissue  of  the  throat,  because  of  its  peculiar  anatomical  construction 
and  its  topographic  relations,  is  more  liable  to  become  infected  by 
tuberculosis  than  any  other  pan  of  the  upper  respiratory  tract." 
A.  Latham  found  by  inoculation  that  7  out  of  45  consecutive 
cases  of  hypertrophy  oi  the  tonbils  in  children, 'ajjes  ranijing  from 
three  months  to  fifteen  years,  were  tulicrculous.  Ordinary  enlarj:jtd 
tonsils  and  adenoids  rarely  contain  tuberculous  nodules  (]'.ezold). 
The  tonsils  are  affected  in  nearly  all  cases  of  advanced  pulmonary 
tuberculosis,  and  5  per  cent,  of  all  cases  of  hypertrophy  of  the 
pharyngeal  tonsil  are  tuberculous  (G.  n.  Wood).  Others  have 
froCTi  time  to  time  reported  undoubted  cases  of  primary  tuberculosis 
of  the  tonsils.  Secondary  tuberculosis  of  Ihe  tonsils  (fcncrally 
assumes  the  form  of  ulceration.  Willi  chronic  cervical  adenitis,  if 
tuberculosis  is  suspected,  attention  should  be  directed  to  the  lym- 
phoid ring. 

Tntiltralion  of  the  faucial  tonsil  with  miliary  tubercles  cannot 
be  positively  determined  except  by  the  microscope  or  by  inocu- 
lation. 

Pathology. — The  miliary  tubercles  develop  in  the  submucous 
tissue.  The  margins  of  the  ulcerations  arc  irre;^lar  and  at  first 
small  and  discreie.  separated  by  infiltrated  tissues.  These  break 
down  and  prodncc  a  muusc-nibblcd  appearance.  There  Is  no  sur- 
rounding 7onc  of  congestion  and  irflamniation  as  seen  in  other 
ulcers.  The  surrounding  mucosa  is  pale  and  anemic.  The  ulcers 
are  not  so  punched  out  as  in  syphilis,  anil  are  bathed  in  a  small 
amount  of  mucopus.  C'ervical  adenitis  is  generally  present.  The 
ulcers  tend  to  spread  laterally  and  not  deeply.  The  base  of  the 
ulcers  is  covered  with  a  dirty-while  secretion,  and  on  cleansing  are 
more  or  less  nodular.  Scattered  over  the  ulcerated  surface  and  on 
iis  margins  mav  be  found  small,  red  granulations,  interspersed  with 
yellow  or  grayfsh  pinhcad  spots  (Trelot). 

Jonatlian  Wright  has  (livi<!cd  the  tuberculous  lesions  of  the 
tonsils  into  three  forms:  1.  Irregular,  sluUow  erosions  of  the  epi- 
thelium of  the  crypt:?,  witli  no  previous  formation  of  tubercles,  no 
caseous  metamorphosis,  no  gtant  cells.  The  floor  of  the  ulcer  ts 
formed  by  infiltrated  lymphoid  tissue.  Tubercle  bacilli  in  great 
numbers  are  also  found  in  the  conlents  of  the  crypts,  which  are 
yellowish  white  and  contain  thick  matter  with  no  odor.  Cervical 
adenitis  is  a  late  symptom. 

2.  Typical  tubercles,  with  giant  cells  and  caseous  degenera- 
tion.   The  ulcers  are  deeper  than  in  the  first  variety. 

3.  Diffuse  tuberculous  infiltration  where  the  tonsil  loses  most  of 
its  normal  tissue  and  is  surrounded  by  a  libroui  capsule  covered 
with  mucosa. 

In  tuberculosis  of  the  pharyngeal  tonsil  tubercle  bacilli  are  few 
and  giant  cells  common.    The  lingual  tonsil  is  occasionally  affected. 

Symptoms. — Tuberculosis  of  the  mouth  and  fauces  may  exist 
for  months  without  producing  troublesome  symptoms.  In  the 
miliary  form  the  general  symptoms  usually  overshadow  those  in 
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the  pharynx.  Discrete  ulcers  may  occur  in  severe  types  when 
accompanied  by  general  infection.  Pain  is  never  marked  during 
the  early  stages  and  its  advent  is  in  the  form  of  burning  sensations 
during  deglutition.  During  the  later  stages  pain  becomes  severe. 
When  the  ulcers  are  on  the  posterior  pharyngeal  wall  or  in  the 
tonsils  (Figs.  271  and  273)  the  pain  radiates  to  the  ears.  There  is 
considerable  localized  infiltration  about  the  ulcers  and  considerable 
secretion  of  grayish,  viscid  mucus.  The  advent  of  tissue  necrosis 
is  marked  by  odor.  Emaciation  develops  rapidly  on  account  of 
insufficient  nourishment  and  tlic  ravafjes  of  the  disease.  There  is 
reflex  cough,  hectic  temperature,  and  when  the  soft  palate  is 
involved  liquids  pass  into  tlie  nose  and  nasopharynx.  The  muco- 
pus  is  an()wed  to  accumulate  on  account  of  the  pain,  and  efforts  to 
clear  the  throat  are  accompanied  by  a  gurgling,  rattling  sound, 
which  is  also  heard  during  respiration. 

Upon  examination  in  the  acute  miliary  form  there  is  at  first 
a  studding  with  grayish,  translucent  spots,  varying  in  size  from 
a  small  pinhead  to  a  millet  seed.  These  project  above  the  mucous 
membrane,  which  is  very  anemic.  There  is  generally  considerable 
edema  of  the  soft  palate  and  uvula,  sometimes  occurring  in  small 
defined  areas  scattered  uniformly,  which  in  appearance  are  not 
unlike  sudamina  on  tlie  skin.  In  a  few  days  they  ulcerate  and 
gradually  coalesce.  Thick,  tenacious  nmcopus  exudes  from  the 
ulcers.  Tubercle  bacilli  are  very  few,  and  are  more  often  found  in 
the  marginal  scrapings.  Sometimes,  in  indolent  cases,  excessive 
granulation  tissue  forms,  hiding  the  ulcer.  In  this  form  marked 
enlargement  of  the  cervical  lymph  glands  occurs. 

Diagnosis. — Tuberculous  ulcerations  are  of  superficial,  pale, 
worm-eaten  aspect,  with  yelli.>wish  spots  and  minute  elevations 
scattered  over  the  surface,  and  without  inflammatory  borders,  and 
the  diagnosis  is  confirmed  by  detection  of  the  tubercle  bacillus 
under  the  microscope,  liv  outlining  the  typical  tubercle  structures 
in  stained  secretions,  and  by  inoculation  of  guinea-pigs.  General 
tuberculosis  is  usually  present. 

Dififerential  Diagnosis. — The  disease  should  be  differentiated 
from  syphilis,  diphtheria  and  lupus.  Tlie  tul>ercuIous  ulcer  is  seldom 
primary  and  is  more  painful  than  the  syphilitic.  The  outlines  arc 
more  irregular,  the  margins  less  elevated  and  congested,  and  there 
is  less  excavatiiin.  It  does  not  respond  to  specific  treatment. 
Mixed  cases  are  said  to  occur.  When  in  doubt  a  microscopic 
examination  of  a  section  or  inoculation  is  indicated. 

Tn  diphtheria  tiierc  is  a  pinkish  membrane,  which  is  removed 
with  difficulty,  leaving  a  bleeding  surface.  There  is  no  membrane 
formation  in  tuberculosis,  and  tlie  secretion  is  readily  sponged  off. 
The  margins  of  a  diphtheritic  ulcer  are  deeply  inflamed,  while  the 
margins  are  pale  in  tul>erculosis.  The  Klebs-I.oeffler  bacillus 
instead  of  the  tubercle  bacillus  is  found  in  diphtheria.  Diphtheritic 
ulcer  disappears  in  a  few  days:  tuberculous  ulcer  gradually  extends. 

In  lupus  the  development  is  slow,  while  in  acute  tuberculosis 
there  is  a  more  rapid  ulcerative  process.    There  is  no  temperature 
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in  lupus,  and  no  pain.  There  are  nodular  deposits  near  the  ulcerated 
areas  in  lupus;  none  in  acute  tuberculosis.  Cicatrices  over  healed 
areas  are  found  in  lupus;  rarely  in  tuberculosis. 

Prognosis. — A  very  few  cases  of  acute  tuljerculosis  of  the 
mouth  and  pharynx  have  been  reported  healed.  The  great  majority 
succumb  in  from  a  few  days  to  a  few  weeks. 

Treatment. — The  treatment  is  mainly  palliative,  although  cura- 
tive measures,  both  local  and  general,  are  indicated.  Palliative 
measures  are  chiefly  efficacious  for  the  relief  of  pain.  The  ulcers 
should  be  kept  clean  by  alkaline  sprays  and  various  dusting  powders 
applied.  These  tend  to  retard  the  activity  of  the  disease  and  allay 
the  pain.  Powdered  orthoform  is  valuable  for  the  relief  of  pain. 
Mild  astringents,  such  as  sprays  of  sulphate  or  chlorid  of  zinc, 
4  grains  to  the  ounce,  may  be  employed.  Sprays  of  menthol,  3  per 
cent.,  cocaine,  5  per  cent.,  are  helpful  measures  for  the  relief  of  pain. 
Morphine  powder,  gr.  ^/i,  in  starch,  gr.  iij,  may  be  dusted  over  the 
surface  of  the  ulcers.  If  the  condition  warrants,  discrete  ulcers 
may  be  curetted  with  a  sharp  curet  and  the  base  touched  with 
lactic  acid,  repeating  the  latter  applications  every  four  days.  Mean- 
while the  ulcers  should  be  cleansed  several  times  a  day  with 
alkaline  washes.  Occasionally  a  cure  of  tlic  ulcer  is  thus  effected, 
but  the  patient  generally  succumbs  to  the  process  in  the  lungs. 

On  the  principle  that  much  of  the  pain  is  due  to  the  develop- 
ment of  neuromata  on  the  exposed  nerve  filaments  it  is  often  justifi- 
able to  use  the  above-named  surgical  measures  even  in  hopeless 
cases.  To  relieve  the  pain  during  deglutition  it  is  recommended 
that  a  spray  of  cocaine,  2  per  cent.,  or  a  small  y^  grain  pellet  of 
cocaine  be  dissolved  in  the  mouth  a  half  liour  before  meals.  Semi- 
solids are  advised  for  diet  since  tliey  are  better  tolerated. 

Lupus  of  the  Mouth  and  Pharynx. 

Lupus  of  the  mouth  and  pharynx  is  nearly  always  secondary 
to  lupus  of  the  nose  or  skin  and  manifests  the  same  tendency  to 
ulcerate,  heal,  cicatrize  and  recur.  Tiie  tnl»ercles  coalesce  or  bunch 
together  into  nodules  and  ulcerate  mildly  and  slowly  without  much 
secretion.  Nodules  occur  in  various  stages,  some  healed,  some 
ulcerating,  some  not  broken  down.  Tubercle  bacilli  are  very 
sparsely  found  in  the  nodules. 

Symptoms. — Stiffness  of  the  part  involved,  which  interferes 
with  its  function,  is  a  prominent  symptom.  Deglutition  is  some- 
what impaired  and  there  is  a  tendency  for  liquid  food  to  regurgitate 
through  the  nose,  and  for  the  voice  to  acquire  a  nasal  twang.  The 
parts  are  more  apt  to  be  anesthetic  than  hyperesthetic.  Complicat- 
ing cervical  adenitis  is  common. 

Diagnosis. — The  diagnosis  is  based  upon  the  slow  development, 
nodular  formation,  cicatricial  borders,  slight  ulcerations,  and  slight 
discharge.  The  disease  is  painless,  does  not  respond  to  iodids,  and 
is  readily  differentiated  from  acute  tuberculosis  and  malignant 
disease  by  the  characteristic  general  and  local  symptoms  and  gross 
appearance. 
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Treatment. — The  treatment  tn  the  main  is  the  same  as  that  ol 
Ittpus  of  the  nasal  mucosa.  Mild  cases  of  lupus  of  the  palate  are 
benefited  by  applicalions  of  equal  parts  of  resorcin,  balsam  of  Feru 
and  mucilage.  FontyL't?  injected  tuberculin  (H.  F.)  fnim  Vioon  "^  3 
milligram  to  1  milligram,  after  a  modification  of  Wright's  metho.1. 
wiih  marked  improvement,  but  the  improvement  was  not  permanent 
and  recurrence  took  place. 


TUBERCULOSIS  OF  THE  LARYNX. 

This  affection  h  variously  described  as  consumption  of  the 
throat,    laryngeal    phthisis,   and    tuberculosis   of    the    larynx.      It 
characterized  by  glandular  and   connective-tissue   infiltration   am 
ulccralinn. 

Etiology  and  Pathology.—Among  laryngoloffisls  the  belief 
genera]  that  laryngeal  tuberculosis  is  almost  invariably  a  secondarj 
affection,   and    this   view    is   strongly   supported    by    postmortem" 
findings.    Three  cases  of  primary  tuberculosis  of  the  larynx  have 
been  authenticated  by  autopsy,  thus  showing  the  rare  exception^H 
to  the  rule.  ^| 

It  occurs  at  all  ages,  but  most  frequently  between  twenty  and 
thirty.     It  is  very  rare  in  children.     In  fatal  cases  of  pulmonary^ 
tuberculosis  the  larynx  is  involved  in  alwul  one  quarter  of  all  cases^J 
Schrocller,  of  Vienna,  found  the  larynx  involved  in  only  6  pei^ 
cent.;  Ileinze,  of  Leipzig,  in  5  |>cr  cent.,  and  Osier  in  18  to  30  per 
cent.     Parker  stales  that  HO  per  cent,  of  larynxes  are  abnormal  in 
phthisis.  .^0  per  cent,  being  nnn-tul>erculous  lesions  due  to  irritation 
of  the  cough  and  sputum,  ami  30  per  cent,  to  true  lulKrrcIe  involve-fl 
ment.     Kidd  states  that  in  .^0  per  cent,  of  the  fatal  phthisis  casesV 
there  is  snme  tuberculous  lesion  in  ihe  larynx,  and  clinically  he 
observed  it  in  20  to  2.>  per  cent,  of  cases.     Laryngeal  tuherculosi 
is  more  common  in  men  than  in  women,  about  2ya  to  1,  and  it  i 
vcrj'  rare  under  ten  years  of  age.    Lake  reports  two  cases  of  laryn 
geal  infection  from  tuberculosis  of  the  ear. 

The  laryngeal  invasion  may  occur  very  early  in  the  history  o' 
lung  involvement,  and  be   unilateral  or   bilateral.     The   point   o; 
entrance  is  said  tn  be  through  the  gland  ducts  in  the  ventncles 
(Wood),  but  the  path  of  infection  may  be  by  direct  inoculation, 
and  also  through  the  hlDod>stream.     Simple  lesions  of  the  laryn 
are  extremely  common  in  phthisis  due  to  coughing,  which  produce 
congestion.    These  abnormalities  consist  in  anemic  areas,  chronl 
laryngitis,  and  abrasions,  and   ihey  are  due   to   irritation  of  the 
sputum  or  to  the  strain  of  coughing.     Congested  vessels  are  often 
seen  courting  over  anemic  areas  in  the  epiglottis,  ventricular  bands^H 
and  ar^'tenoids,  the  rest  t>f  the  mucous  membrane  being  normal^l 
Hyperemia  of  the  vocal  cords  is  common,  even  though  the  surround- 
ing mucosa  is  anemic.     The  disease  appears  to  start  in  the  lym-j 
phatics  within  the  laryn.x.    The  ar>'tcnoid  and  interarytenoid  spaci 
are  generously  supplied  with  lymphatics,  and  hence  are  most  frt 
qucnily  involved.     Ulceration  occurs  early  where  the  parts  arc  sot 
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jeci  to  aitritiotif  sucli  as  the  cords  or  vocal  process,  not  so  on  ihe 
arytenoids  or  arycpiglottic  folds.  On  ihc  other  hand.  Osier  contends 
that  in  laryngeal  lulicrculosis  the  primary  Ie?ion  is  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  blood-vest&els.  The  lubticulous  deposits  may  he 
uniformly  distributed  over  a  cc^nsidcrable  area  and  he  massed  into 
tumor  formations.  The  ulcerations  arc  usually  siiperlicial  and 
irregular  in  outline,  the  margins  arc  neither  elevated  nor  surrounded 
by  a  zone  of  hyperemia,  and  tissue  necrosis  is  rapid.  Edema  of  the 
aryepiglottic  folds  is  frequently  observed.  Ulceration  of  the  epi- 
glottic folds,  the  epiglottis,  vocal  cords,  p{>sicri(ir  laryii^'cal  wall. 
the  intcrarytenoid  region,  and  the  ventricular  hands  marks  the 
progress  of  the  disease.  Xccrosis  nf  the  cartilages  of  the  larynx 
is  common.  Duniond  reports  a  case  of  acute  cricoarytenoid  arthri- 
tis in  a  case  of  tuberculous  laryngitis,  which  caused  a  fixation  of  the 
cords  in  the  median  line,  with  much  dyspnea. 

In  miliary  tuberculosis  of  the  larynx  the  mucosa  becomes  dotted 
with  small,  roundish,  yellow,  millet-seed  nodules,  scattered  or  in 


Fig.  274. — Tuberculous  intiltration  of  the  cpiglollis. 

ips,  accompanied  by  general  edema.  There  is  a  tendency  lor 
to  rapidly  coalesce,  soften  and  ulcerate. 

Subglottic  edema  is  a  serious,  but  rare  complication.  Limited 
ioBltration.  with  or  without  superficial  ulceration,  and  generally 
unilateral,  occurs  on  the  cords  or  ventricular  bands,  Infiltration 
alx)Ut  the  arytenoids,  aryepiglottic  folds,  or  the  epiglottis  is  prone 
to  occur  and  the  epiglottis  may  become  so  swollen  as  to  be  turban- 
shajjcd  ( Kig.  274).  TlitTe  is  hut  little  lymphatic  gland  involvement 
so  long  as  the  disease  remains  intrinsic. 

In  the  arytenoid  region  perineuritis  of  the  recurrent  nerves 
may  occur. 

Symptoms. — In  cases  which  have  advanced  to  the  ulcerative 
lage  the  symptoms  are  characteristic  and  the  diagnosis  is  not 
]ifficult.  By  this  time  the  general  infection  has  produced  emacia- 
tion, dyspnea,  and  pallor.  The  following  arc  among  the  prominent 
symptoms  of  tuberculous  laryngitis: — 

Changes  in  the  I'oirr. — The  initial  symptoms  of  laryngeal  infec- 
tion are  hoarseness  and  changeable  voice  and  a  prickling  sensation 
which  induces  cough  during  phonation.  .As  the  disease  progresses 
the  voice  becomes  more  hoarse  and  changeable,  bcinfl^ne  day  clear 
and  the  next  hoarse.  Extensive  infiltration  and  luceration  cause 
complete  aplionia. 

Dyspnea, — There  is  seldom  laryngeal  dyspnea  unless  the  lume- 
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faction  is  very  extensive^  The  cough  is  more  often  due  to  iung 
JDvolvcmcni  ilian  to  laryngeal  lesion,  except  when  extensive  ulcera- 
tion is  present.  ^ 

Dysphagia. — Whenever  the  epiglottis  or  the  arycpi|;lottic  foldsB 
arc  ulcerated,  dy.sphayia  becomes  a  distressing  symptom.  Dys-™ 
phagta  is  evoked  either  hy  tlie  contact  of  food  passing  over  the 
ulcerated  surfaces  or  by  the  movement  of  the  larj-nx  while  coughingj 
or  speaking.  I'alients  often  refuse  food  for  lonn  periods  on  accuuni  oT 
the  dread  of  pain  during  iteghitltion.  I^cglutition  is  not  painful 
long  »%  ihc  nlceration  is  entirety  intrin^^ic. 

CoiigU  and  ExfieeloralioM. — During  the  ulcerative  stage  of  tubei 
culous  laryngitis  there  is  increased  mucopurulent  secretion  which' 
may  be  streaked  with  l)I(K)d.    Couj;!!  i^  constant  and  painful.    \Vlien 
the   lungs   arc    extensively   diseased    there   is    free   expectoration. 


Fig.  275  — TiilnTiiulous  ulicmlion  of  ihe  vncal  cords. 

The  Clinical  Picture— Vpot\  examination  of  the  larynx  the 
mucous  membrane  appears  pale,  with  small  areas  of  congcj^tion. 
During  the  early  stage  there  is  but  little  secretion,  but  when  ulcera- 
tions are  present  they  arc  constantly  bathed  in  mucopurulent 
secretion,  t'ale.  pear-shaped  swellings  in  the  neighborhood  of  thc^ 
arycpigluttic  folds,  which  obliterate  the  outlines  of  the  cartilage  o{^ 
Wrisburg,  are  characteristic  of  the  early  stage  of  tuberculosis  of  the 
larj-nx. 

Small  tubercles  underneath  the  mucous  membrane  appear 
small,  grayi.sh  elevations  the  size  of  a  pinhead.  They  are  frequently 
seen  on  the  epiglottis,  aryepiglottic  folds  and  ventricular  bands^ 
Tumor  formations  are  common  in  the  intcrarytenoid  space  and' 
present  a  sessile,  pedunculated  or  wart-likc  appearance.  Any 
degree  of  arytenoid  thickening',  when  romplicating  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis, is  patliognonionic  of  laryngeal  tubercul(».sis, 

Tubcrcnidiis  ulceration  nf  the  Iar>'nx  is  usually  accompanied  by] 
edema  of  iliC  arvcpiglottic  folds.     In   epiglottic  involvement    the 
accompanying  edema  causes  it  to  he  thickened,  swollen,  pale  and 
turban-shaped,  so  that  it  obstructs  the  view  of  the  interior  of  the 
larynx  (Fig.  274).    Ulcers  on  the  ventricular  bands  are  irregular  ia 
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outline,  covered  with  a  thin,  gray  or  yellowish  exudate,  and  the 
edema  of  the  aryepiglottic  fold  is,  as  a  rule,  more  marked  on  the  side 
of  the  ulcer.  Ulcers  on  the  vocal  cords  (Fig.  275}  are  irregular  and 
often  serrated  in  appearance.  On  phonation  it  is  frequently  seen 
that  the  cords  do  not  approximate  and  that  quite  a  space  intervenes. 
There  may  be  irregular  action  of  the  cords,  with  impaired  mobility. 

Diagnosis. — The  diagnosis  is  not  difficult  except  during  the 
early  stage  in  patients  with  incipient  or  central  pulmonary  lesions. 
The  positive  diagnostic  symptoms  are:  1,  history  of  tuberculosis; 
2,  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  in  the  secretion  ;  3,  the  characteris- 
tic appearance  of  the  larynx.  The  disease  must  be  differentiated 
from  syphilis,  chronic  laryngeal  pachydermia,  lupus,  papillomata, 
and  malignant  growths. 

In  chronic  laryngitis  and  pachydermia  laryngis  (Chapter  XLIX) 
there  is  no  ulceration  and  both  progress  slowly,  wtiile  tuberculous 
laryngitis  is  characterized  by  pallor  of  the  mucosa  and  ulceration, 
and  edema  and  loss  of  voice  are  common. 

In  syphilis  the  process  is  usually  more  rapid,  the  ulcerations 
excavate  deeper,  the  margins  are  more  elevated  and  inflamed,  and 
there  is  a  greater  amount  of  local  secretion.  When  the  tuberculous 
infiltration  simulates  sypliilis  the  diagnosis  may  only  be  arrived  at 
after  medication  with  iodid  of  potassium. 

In  lupus  the  nodule  formation  and  sliglit  superficial  ulceration 
and  cicatrization  occurring  in  different  parts  of  tlie  larynx  differ- 
entiate it  from  tuberculous  ulceration,  in  which  cicatrization  is  un- 
common. The  nose,  pharynx,  nioutli.  and  face  are  also  invariably 
involved  in  lupus. 

Papillomata  are  localized  warty  or  cauliflnwcr-like  tumors,  and 
are  never  accompanied  by  the  peculiar  pear-shaped  swellings  of  the 
arytenoids  or  the  ulceration,  whicli  are  characteristic  of  tuberculous 
laryngitis.  But  in  tuberculous  subjects  the  majority  of  the  growths 
occurring  in  the  larynx  are  tuberculous. 

Malignant  growths  have  a  distinct  tumor-like  dark-red  appear- 
ance and  the  mucous  membrane  in  the  non-involved  portion  is 
always  congested.  Malignancy  rarely  occurs  before  the  forty-fifth 
year,  the  pain  is  severe  even  before  ulceration,  and  frequently 
radiates  to  the  ears.-  Tliere  is  early  involvement  of  the  laryngeal 
nerves  and  vessels,  causing  interference  w-ith  the  movements  of  the 
cords,  and  stenosis  is  common.  An  excised  portion,  examined 
microscopically,  should  clear  the  diagnosis. 

Cases  of  mixed  infection  occurring  with  a  history  of  syphilis 
are  sometimes  extremely  difficult  to  differentiate.  These  occur  as 
hyperplastic  growths,  originating  near  the  arytenoids  or  from  the 
ventricle  of  Morgagni.  They  are  pedunculated  or  sessile.  Many 
times  they  do  not  seem  to  respond  to  antisyphilitic  treatment  and 
run  a  rapid  course. 

Prognosis.  —  Acute  pulmonary  tulierculosis  with  laryngeal 
tilceration  is  a  grave  disease  and  nearly  always  fatal.  Such  patients 
seldom  live  more  than  a  few  weeks.  Where  tlie  primary  lesion  is 
Blow  and  confined  to  the  apices,  and  the  connective-tissue  formation 
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is  more  rapid  than  the  cell  proliferation,  the  disease  may  be  arrested 
and  occasionally  cured.  In  rare  cases  where  the  laryngeal  tissue  is 
deeply  congested  and  miliary  tubcrck-s  arc  scattered  through  this 
area,  ulceration  rapidly  ensues  and  the  patient  succumbs  in  a  few 
weeks.  In  the  tuberculous  tumor  cases  the  tendency  to  ulceration 
may  be  so  slight  that  if  the  lungs  improve  there  may  be  no  ulcera- 
tion for  year;*,  and  under  favorable  general  and  local  treatment 
recovery  may  ensue.  Should  the  tumor  ulcerate,  active  surgical 
intervention  may  induce  healing,  providing  the  general  health 
permit.*.  Extensive  ulceration  of  the  larynx  presages  a  rapidly 
fatal  issue  and  operative  interference  is  butli  useless  and  harmful. 
Tuberculous  lesions  of  the  larynx  are  usually  in  the  same  stage  as 
those  in  the  lungs  with  a  like  prognosis. 

Treatment — A  warm,  equahlc.  not  Icxi  dry  climate  is  favored 
for  patients  suffering  from  tuberculous  laryngitis.  The  colder 
climatrs  of  the  Adirondacks  or  of  Colorado  arc  not  so  good  in 
winter.  In  southern  California  there  are  a  few  places,  such  as  the 
Oiai  Valley  and  Pasadena,  that  are  ideal  for  this  condition.  The 
Riviera,  Egypt  and  the  Pine  Belt  of  South  Carolina  are  less 
healthful. 

The  contraindications  to  removal  to  a  different  climate  are 
rapid  loss  of  flesh,  diarrhea,  dysphagia,  [wrsistcnt  hcmopiysis  and 
dyspnea. 

Expert  local  treatment  is  invariably  required ;  it,  therefore, 
becomes  imperative  for  the  patient  to  sojourn  where  this  can  be 
secured. 

Prophylaxis. — The  larynx  in  all  cases  of  phthisis  should  be 
closely  watched.  If  local  areas  of  anemia  or  hyperemia  become 
apparent,  steam  inhalations,  nebulizalton,  sprays  or  intralarvngcal 
injections  are  advantageous,  employing  such  medicaments  as 
creosote,  oleum  pinus  sylvcstris,  compound  tincture  of  benzoin, 
menthol  and  oleum  eucalypti. 

Chronic  laryngitis  and  other  non-tuberculous  lesions  of  the 
larynx  when  complicating  pulmonary  tuberculosis  should  be  treated 
according  to  the  principles  outlined  in  Chapter  XLIX,  inasmuch  as 
they  furni-ih  a  ripe  field  for  infection  by  the  sputum.  If  slight  abra- 
sions or  superficial  ulcers  acc«>mpany  tuberculous  laryngitis,  they 
may  be  treated  by  iipplying  a  30  per  cent,  solution  of  lactic  acid 
every  three  or  four  days  and  by  soothing,  emollient  sprays  or  vapors 
several  times  daily. 

Opinions  differ  widely  upon  the  f)uestion  of  inlralaryngeal 
surgery  for  the  relief  of  tuberculosis  of  the  larynx.  Krause  and 
Herzt^,  who  were  the  pioneers  in  this  field  of  surgery,  claimed 
many  cures  (1886)  from  curctmcni  and  applications  of  lactic  acid. 

Their  views  have  received  indorsement  from  many  observers 
who  have  employed  their  methods  with  apparent  prolongation  of 
life  and  (Kcastonal  cures. 

Opposed  to  the  curctment  method  are  Schrotter,  Stocrck  and 
others,  who  contend  that  the  wound  which  is  made  by  curetment 
of  the  laryngeal  ulcers  is  extremely  liable  to  reinfection  from  the 
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remain  stationary  for  years.  Local  applications  are  indicated  as 
soon  as  there  is  any  evidence  of  ulceration  and  necrosis.  If  dyspnea 
is  caused  by  the  growth  surgical  procedure  should  not  be  long* 
delayed.  Gallagher,  Levy,  Lockard,  Johnson  and  others  claim 
curative  results  from  formaldehyd  applied  locally.  Gallagher  has 
especially  emphasized  the  technique  of  its  administration  as  fol- 
lows : — 

Procedure: — 

1.  Slight  cocaine  anesthesia. 

2.  Cleanse,  and  spray  with  1  to  3  per  cent,  formaldehyd  solution. 

3.  Local   applications  of  5  to   10  per  cent,   formaldehyd   solution. 

4.  B  Orthoform,   7   parts  \  ;„^,.ffl„:„., 

Aristol,    1    part  [  insufflation. 

5.  Deep  intratracheal  injection  of- — 

B  Menthol     gr.  x. 

01.  eucalypti f3j. 

01.  cinnamonii m  j. 

Glycerol    q.  s.  ad  fSj. 


Pig.  277.— Killian  laryngeal  cutting  forceps. 


Surgical  treatment  is  contraindicatcd  whenever  it  is  impossible 
to  remove  the  diseased  parts,  in  actively  progressing  or  extensive 
disease  in  the  lungs  with  rapid  wasting,  when  hemoptysis  is  fre- 
quent and  in  cases  of  nervous  instability,  feebleness  and  old  age. 

In  the  acute  miliary  form  the  treatment  should  be  palliative 
only,  as  the  disease  is  rapidly  fatal.  Extensive  cutting  operations 
require  profound  cocaine  anesthesia.  A  20  per  cent,  solution  of 
cocaine  applied  locally  to  the  tissues,  at  intervals  of  five  minutes,  for 
a  period  of  thirty  minutes,  usually  is  sufficient.  Growths  and 
necrotic  areas  may  then  be  removed  with  cutting  forceps.  For  this 
purpose  the  Krausc-Hcryng  {Fig.  276)  or  Killian  (Fig,  277)  cut- 
ting forceps  is  employed. 

It  is  important  to  limit  curettage  to  the  necrosed  and  ulcerated 
areas.  .After  removal  nf  the  growth  the  denuded  area  is  dried  and 
then  touched  with  lactic  acid  solution,  10  to  50  per  cent.,  or  pure 
nitric  acid.  Rapid  healing  must  be  promoted  or  reinfection  will 
occur.  For  some  days  sui)sequcnt  to  operation  the  patient  should 
avoid  speaking,  and  coughing  should  be  controlled  by  the  admlnis- 
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fration  nf  codeine.  Iicroin,  etc.  Laryngeal  IiemorrhaBc  may  be  con- 
trfilled  by  adrenalin  s|irays  ur  applicaiinns  of  eijual  jiarls  of  lactic 
acid  and  liquor  ferrj  chloridi  (Heymann). 

Lake  uses  a  combination  of  lactic  acid,  50  per  cent.;  formalin, 
7  per  cent.;  carbolic  acid.  10  per  cent.,  fur  applying  to  ulcerations 
in  the  larynx.  He  advisi*s  daily  applications  of  ihe  above,  ilie 
carbolic  acid  acting  as  a  local  anesthetic  and  relieving  some  of  the 
after-smarting. 

Dry  inhalations  from  a  mask  placed  over  the  nose  and  mouth 
:in<l  worn  for  thirty  minuter,  as  often  as  needed,  are  useful  a« 
palliative    measures.      Parker   suggests   tlic    ftillowing:     Creosote, 


Fig.  278.— Yankaiier  laryngeal  medicine  dropper. 

minims  to  the  ounce  uf  alcohol ;  oleum  pini  sylvestris.  40  minims 
to  the  ounce  of  alcohol;  oleum  eucalypti,  SO  minims  U>  the  ounce; 
mcnihol,  M)  minims  1u  the  ounce.  A  half  dram  to  l>e  poured  on  the 
mask. 

Dyspliagia, — If  eating  semisolids  cau^s  pain  and  violent  cough 
they  may  be  .sucked  through  a  glass  tube  with  the  head  hanging 
over  the  edge  of  the  bed.  ihus  [irevcnting  the  food  from  entering 
the  larynx  ( Wolfenden),  and  rectal  alimentation  may  become  neces- 
sary as  a  last  resort. 

Spraying  the  lar\-nx  with  a  solution  of  cocaine  2  per  cent,  ten 
mtnute.s  before  eating,  or  applying  the  same  with  cotton  carrier 
offers  relief.  In.'tuftlalions  of  powdered  orthoform  are  also  effective 
in  controlling  pain. 

Amputation  of  the  epiglottis  is  sometimes  successful  in  easing 
the  dvsphagia  when  the  ulceration  involves  the  epiglottis. 

\'ankaticr  lia*.  devised  a  long  medicine  dropper  for  droppmg 
oily  medications  into  the  laryn.\  (Tig.  278).  The  bent  tip  is  adjusted 
to  reach  just  beyond  the  uvula. 
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Leduc  used  an  aiiloinsufliator  (Fig.  270)  which  can  be  ctnplmr* 
by  ihe  patient  pruviding  the  physician  cannot  be  seen  daily.  *nie 
shwrt  end  is  introductd  nearly  lo  the  posterior  wall  of  the  pharynx, 
ilie  lips  are  closed,  and  Uie  powder  inspired  through  two  or  three 
short  breaths.  By  placing  a  rubber  band  just  anterior  to  the  teeth, 
after  being  properly  adjusted,  the  correct  distance  of  introduction 
will  be  kniiwn  for  the  subsequent  intnidurlions. 

Radiotherapy. — The  Finscn  light,  the  Copper-Hewitt  light,  the 
Koentgcn  ray  and  radium  have  formed  the  medium  of  innumerable 
experiments  for  the  relief  of  pain  and  the  cure  of  laryngeal  tuber- 
culosis, but  so  far  have  proved  of  nu  avail  except  for  the  relief  of 
pain. 

Finally,  if  a  cure  for  1ar>'ngeal  tuberculosis  is  to  be  obtained, 
it  will  be  secured  only  by  the  employment  of  all  known  means  of 


■••MdlllKUl 


m 


Fig.  279.— Lcduc's  autoinsu£Baior. 

treatment  of  both  general  tuberculosis  and  its  complications ;  hence, 
but  little  may  he  expected  from  local  medication  or  surgerj-  of  the 
larynx  except  when  combined  with  all  the  more  modern  methods  of 
management  and  treatment. 


Lupus  of  the  Larynx. 

Etiology. — Primary  lupus  of  the  larynx  is  exceedingly  rare, 
is  usually  secondary  to  that  in  the  pharynx,  nose  or  face. 

Pathology.— The  pathology  is  iht-  same  as  that  of  lupus  in  the 
pharynx,  heretofore  described. 

Sjnnptoms. — The  voice  becomes  hoarse  during  the  early  slsfires, 
to  be  followed  by  complete  aphonia  when  the  true  and  false  cords 
become  involved.  Dyspnea  is  very  severe  whenever  the  lar^mx 
becomes  <iteno<;cd.  There  is  an  irritating  cough  with  but  slight 
secrelion  .iiul  no  pain.     Tubercle  bacilli  are  seldom  found. 

Examination. — As  clscwlicre.  Iiipim  in  the  larynx  is  observed 
in  all  stages,  from  the  nodule  to  that  of  ulceration  and  cicatrization. 
It  has  the  Mmc  general  appearance  here  as  described  in  the  pharynx 
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and  nose.  During  the  progress  of  cicatrization  puckered  white  scars 
are  produced,  often  causing  great  deformities.  The  disease  usually 
conunences  in  the  epiglottis,  thence  extending  to  the  aryepiglottic  folds 
and  ventricular  bands. 

Prognosis. — Laryngeal  lupus  is  practically  never  cured.  It 
may  be  arrested  for  a  time,  but  it  will  finally  reappear  and  cause  a 
fatal  termination.  f 

Treatment. — Constitutional  treatment  is  the  same  as  for  lupus 
in  the  pharynx.  The  nodules  should  be  removed  under  cocaine  and 
the  bases  painted  with  lactic  acid  in  10  to  50  per  cent,  solution  the 
same  as  in  other  tuberculous  lesions.  The  lactic  acid  applications 
should  be  repeated  every  three  days  until  the  ulcers  have  disap- 
peared. Tracheotomy  may  be  required  when  dyspnea  becomes 
urgent. 


CHAPTER  XXX. 

THE  INFLUENCE  OF  GENERAL  DISEASES  UPON  THE 

E^..  NOSE  AND  THROAT. 

(Continued.) 


SYPHILIS  OF  THE  EAR,  NOSE  AND  THROAT. 

General  Remarks. — It  is  now  quite  generally  conceded  that 
the  spirocheta  pallida  is  the  causal  agent  of  syphilis.  The  initial 
lesion  consists  of  difTuse  infiltration  of  round  cells  in  the  papillae  and 
mucosa,  larger  epithelioid  cells,  and  giant  cells.  Conjointly  a  thick- 
ening of  the  intima  of  the  small  blood-vessels  and  changes  in  the 
nerve  fibres  of  the  part  also  take  place  (Berkley).  In  the  second- 
ary lesion  there  is  infiltration  of  the  endothelial  and  plasma  cells, 
interspersed  between  the  loosened  epithelial  cells,  many  of  the 
latter  exhibiting  nuclear  fragmentation  (J.  Wright).  The  tertiary 
lesion  is  supposed  to  arise  from  secondary  exudates  left  behind. 
consisting  of  proliferating  endothelial  and  connective-tissue  cells, 
epithelioid  cells,  and  giant  cells.  Retrograde  metamorphosis  comes 
about  by  caseation  or  absorption  beginning  at  the  giant  and 
epithelioid  cells. 

The  general  specific  treatment  is  more  important  than  the 
local,  which  consists  mostly  In  cleansing  the  aflfected  parts.  Treat- 
ment should  be  begun  as  soon  as  the  diagnosis  is  certain,  and 
should  be  as  vigomus  as  the  conditifin  of  the  patient  will  permit. 

To  embark  upnn  the  sea  of  specific  medication  is  beyond  the 
province  of  this  book.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  disease  is  amenable 
to  medication,  and  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  curtail  its 
ravages  in  order  to  avoid  the  disastrous  deformities  and  trouble- 
some sequelx  which  sometimes  obtain  in  the  ear,  nose,  and  throat. 
Few  diseases  respond  so  readily  tn  definite  specific  treatment  as 
does  syphilis  to  mercury  and  iodin,  and  the  reader  is  referred  to 
appropriate  text-books  and  monographs  for  detailed  information  in 
regard  to  the  cmplovmcnt  of  these  remedies. 

The  experiments  of  Khrlicli  which  liavc  resulted  in  the  dis- 
covery of  a  preparation  which  bore  the  name  and  also  the  number 
fiOfi,  tiiough  now  called  salvarsan,  mark  a  distinct  advance  in  the  treat- 
ment of  syphilis,  jirnviding  sul)sequcnt  tests  succeed  in  verifying  the 
preliminary  experiments. 

It  i.s  an  arsenical  preparation  with  the  formula  Ci2ni202N'2As2 
and  is  administered  hypodermically.  The  average  dose  is  0.5  and 
one  dose  is  supposed  to  exterminate  the  spirocheta.  It  has  been 
necessary  to  repeat  the  injection  in  a  few  instances.  After  injec- 
tion, the  patient  is  obliged  to  remain  in  bed  for  two  or  three  days 
and  to  refrain  from  his  duties  for  about  ten  days. 
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A  recent  article  by  Fordyce'  cotitaJiis  a  report  of  his  experi- 
ence in  the  use  of  tliis  drug  and  an  alistract  of  his  conclusions  is 
apl>cndcd : — 

"This  report  h  act  intended  to  be  conclusive,  for  in  order  to 
^determine  the  value  of  any  therapeutic  agent  observation  of  cases 
should  extend  over  a  loiij;  period  of  time  ;  however,  from  an  attitude 
of  conservatism  in  the  beginning  of  the  treatment  I  am  becoming; 
impressed  with  the  remarkable  action  of  tiie  drug,  especially  in  the 
early  period  of  the  disease.  One  cannot  fail  to  be  convinced  of  the 
remarkalile  ihcraputic  aciion  of  a  drug  capable  of  producing  <uch 
decided  improvement  as  occurred  in  the  case  of  luetic  endarteritis 
of  the  base,  and  in  casts  of  obstinate  gummatous  ulceration  which 
for  year&  liad  been  treated  with  mercury  anil  potassium  iodid  with 
little  or  no  result.  The  case  of  multiple  initial  lesions  of  the  lip 
with  secondaries,  in  which  the  Wassermann  reaction  has  remained 
negative  after  a  period  of  live  months,  would  strongly  support 
Professor  Khrlich's  coniention  that  it  is  possible  with  one  dose, 
though  that  be  a  normal  one,  to  completely  eradicate  the  cause  of 
the  disease. 

"The  drug  exercises  a  remarkable  influence  over  bodily  nutri- 
tion, as  evidenced  by  two  ca^cs  which  impressed  mc  deeply.  One 
of  these,  a  medical  man,  had  lost  in  weight  and  strength  and  was 
practically  incapaciiaied  for  work.  Two  weeks  after  the  injection 
his  lesions  were  healed,  his  appetite  was  good,  he  gained  in  weight, 
and  the  nephritis  which  developed  during  the  secondary  stage  of 
the  disease  had  disappeared. 

"Owing  to  a  wider  use  of  the  drug  and  the  difficulties  in  pre- 
paring it,  it  will  nut  be  at  all  surprising  if  the  results  rt-ported  arc 
lacking  in  uniformity  or  direct  criticism  against  the  drug  when  the 
error  really  lies  in  the  manner  of  its  preparation  and  the  selection  of 
suitable  cases.  N'ur  is  it  at  all  im[>rohable  that  it  will  be  given  in 
many  cases  non-syphilitic  under  the  mistaken  diagnosis  of  syphilis, 
and  condemned  for  that  reason.  Under  such  circumstances  it  is 
impossible  from  a  review  of  the  literature  to  be  dogmatic  regarding 
its  use,  and  one  must  be  guided  rather  by  theoretical  considerations 
and  personal  experience  in  the  employmenl  of  the  remedy.  During 
the  experimenlal  sta^e  there  will  probably  be  many  adverse  criti- 
cisms should  relapse  occur  or  one  or  two  doses  fail  to  relieve  the 
active  manifestations  of  the  disease,  but  loo  much  weight  should 
not  be  given  them,  as  they  do  not  invalidate  the  underlying  prin- 
ciples. In  conclusion,  I  wii^li  io  emphasize  that  in  606  we  possess  a 
remedy  which  is  parasitotropic  for  protozoan  spirilla  and  is  not 
indicated  in  other  forms  of  infection.  It  acts  specifically  for  lues 
with  a  rapidity  and  intensity  superior  to  mercury  and  potassium 
iodid  not  only  on  the  cause,  but  on  the  pathological  products  of  the 
disease,  accomplishing  with  one  injection  what  the  other  remedies 
fail  to  do  or  for  whicti  they  require  much  longer  time  to  produce 
the  same  effect.    Time  can  only  answer  the  question  as  to  the  per- 
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nianency  of  its  curative  action  or  whether  the  combinatory  method  with] 
mercury  and  potassium  utdUl  should  be  emphiyed." 

As  bufljcicnl  tiuK  has  elapsed  to  study  the  results  of  the  Ireatmentj 
of  syphilis  hy  means  of  so-called  Salvarsan.  it  has  been  found  thai  itsl 
efficacy  is  enhanced  by  increasing  the  numljcr  of  administrations  of  ihiw 
drug.     At  present,  tn  America,  it  is  the  custom  to  use  it  in  the  fomi  ofj 
Diarsenol,  adminisilcrcd  intravtrnously.  for  at  least  ^ix  successive  |im< 
ami  at  intervals  of  from  three  to  five  weeks,    ('urthemiore.  it  is  uni-^ 
versally  recoiuincndcd  that  the  arsenic  treatment  should  be  accomiianieJ 
by  prolonged  interna!  administrations  of  mercury  and  iodtd  of  potash.^ 
The  latter  may  be  contmued  for  from  one  to  two  years.    Alwut  a  weelcW 
suhse(|Uent    to  the  administration  of  the  sixth  dose  of   diarsennl   a 
Wasserniann  test  ^^hould  be  made  to  determine  whether  the  disease 
still  exists.    If  so,  the  )>atient  may  well  be  subjected  to  a  repetition  of 
the  diarscDoI  treatment. 


SYPHILIS  OF  THE  EXTERNAL  EAR. 

Primary  sjiiliilis  of  the  external  car  is  a  rare  affection.  PoHt 
re]>orts  three  cases.  Secondary  manifestations  arc  more  common  an< 
generally  occur  in  conjunction  wiUi  similar  eruptions  (macular,  papulftrjj 
and  pustular)  on  the  forehead  and  scalp.  tJunuiiata  arc  seldom  o\ 
served  in  the  exlern.il  car.  In  the  external  meatus,  condylomata  at 
ulcers  arc  tire  n>osl  common  forms  of  syphilis.  The  lornicr  occur  aa 
grayish-reil.  warty  ertlorescences  which  gradually  increase  in  size  and 
tause  swelling  and  secretion  from  ihe  cxicnial  auditory  canal. 

Symptoms. — At  first  there  are  no  syniptoins.  but  the  advent  ol 
ulceration  u  arks  the  connucticement  of  pain  of  a  lancinating  character^ 
which  is  aggravated  hy  movements  of  ilie  jaw.  At  the  same  time  sub- 
jective noi-^es  and  deafness  appear.  L'lcers  generally  form  on  lh< 
posterior  and  inferior  wall,  arc  attended  with  profuse  fetid  disctiargt 
and  a  cure  requires  from  a  few  wcek^  to  several  mnullis  of  active  liical'| 
and  geni-ral  treatment.  Papular  inliltrution  has  bcxn  observed  on  th< 
mcmhrana  lympani.  (iumiata  of  the  external  car  arc  usually  a* 
ciatcd  with  syphilis  of  the  lym;>anuni.  They  may  occur  in  the  auricle, 
external  auditory  ciinal  or  meinbrana  tympani.  Exostoses  of  the  canal] 
someti?nes  residt  from  syphilis. 

Treatment.^ — Locally  the  ulcerations  and  granulations  sliouM  be 
cauterized  with  ^.ilver  nitrate  or  chromic  acid  and  the  |>arts  ke(ii  cleat 
until  healing  is  complete.  When  the  growths  are  smaller  tincture 
iodin  may  he  employed,  or  they  may  be  dusted  with  calomel. 

SYPHILIS  OF  THE  MIDDLE  EAR. 

Etiology  and  Symptomatology.— Primary  syphilis  of  the  mi 
ear  is  ]»ussdile  mily  by  extension  /r;-  iiibem  of  a  chancre  of  the  pha 
and  its  appearance  in  the  tympanum  is  a  rare  occurrence.     Ulcers  aniu 
condylomata  may  cause  strictures  or  atresia  of  the  Kustachlan  tube.    In' 
the  middle  ear  the  process  may  set  up  a  nuicous  or  purulent  inflamina- 
lion.     Women  with  hereditary  syphilis,  according  to  Gradenign,  are, 
prone  to  develop  otosclerosis  between  the  ages  of  twenty  and  thiriyj 
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Wlien  due  tu  -ecoiniary  i>r  u-riiary  iilccralioii  or  hypcr]j!asia.  the 
hearing  i>  iiiarkcdl)  alTttleil,  vsjiftially  when  curies  or  necrosis  is 
present,  [''aeial  paraly^ii^.  Iirain  abscess  and  sinus'thmiiibosis  are 
among  the  scrimis  ctunjiJicaiioiis.  Oironic  suppurative  otitis  media  is 
frequently  a&sodaicd  w  itii  .«iyphili.s,  and  it  prubably  results  by  contiyuily 
from  syphilis  of  il:c  nasopharynx.  F.rosion  of  the  iniernal  c^irniid 
orcurrcd  in  a  case  of  M-eondary  syphilis  of  the  middle  car  (  Pilz). 

The  author  ha>  ob^iervcil  «-vcraI  cases  of  pmiiiia  of  the  middle 
ear  which  at  llie  on<^cl  >iuuilated  attacks  of  acute  purulent  otitis 
media.  In  one  instance  llie  ear  dru:n  vvas  opened  on  account  of  ils 
bulging  api>earance.  The  paiit'ni  also  )im\  considfrahh-  pain  radiating 
from  the  ina>toid  region  and  for  a  sliort  |>enoil  it  was  feared  tliat  a 
mastoiditis  was  developing.  The  j>ain  Jinally  subsided  and  the  gumma 
tlid  not  fully  break  down  but  the  patient  was  Ict't  with  considerable 
deafness.  In  this  inslanct*  the  correci  diagnosis  was  never  made  \niHl 
ulceration  and  perforation  of  the  soft  palate  showed  conclusive  evi- 
dence of  syphilis. 

Diagnosis. — Diagnosis  is  often  dillicuU  and  only  possible  (without 
a  history  of  the  disease  elsewherej  when  there  is  rapid  destruction  of 
the  tissues  in  nun-tuberculous  patients.  .Additional  data  of  diagnostic 
value  is  obtained  by  using  the  Wassermann  and  Xogiichi  tests.  Only 
positive  findings  with  the  Was-sermann  reaction  are  to  be  considered 
uf  value.  Negative  findings  mean  nothing.  The  test  should  be  re- 
peated a  leu  times  before  a  ncyativc  rcp'jrt  i"  considered  final. 

Prognosis. — The  pr(^no>is  is  favorable  in  the  primary  and  second- 
ary stages  when  properly  treated.  Or<iitury  casei>  in  the  tertiary  stage 
recover  under  treatment,  hut  the  uttiniate  results  upon  the  hearing  in 
old  cachectic  individuals,  or  when  the  afTection  is  complicated  with 
granulfiinaia.  polypi,  caries,  and  total  deafness  is  very  unfavorable. 

Treatment. — liarly  general  treatment  must  be  rehcd  upon  for 
cure.  Local  treatment  is  employed  only  for  cleansing,  drainage,  and 
the  removal  of  nccro.scd  bone  ifhaplers  \'III  and  XIX). 


SYPHILIS  OF  THE  INTERNAL  EAR. 

Syphilis  of  the  internal  ear  occurs  more  often  in  the  late  second- 
ary or  begtnrn'ng  tertiary  stage,  rarely  before  the  skin  eruption.  1-aIiy- 
rimhinc  involvement  may  occur  alone  or  in  conjunction  with  inflaniina- 
lory  conditions  of  the  middle  ear.  The  labyrinth  is  satd  to  be  involved 
in  from  7  to  -18  per  cent,  of  all  internal-ear  cases  (Schwabach.  Krelsch- 
mann.  Wiesc). 

Pathology. — The  periosteal  thickenings  and  infiltrations  become 
more  or  ie.'-s  organized  into  connective  tissue  and  the  footplate  of  the 
stapes  may  l>ccome  iinmohilizcd  in  some  cases.  Hone  ab.soryition  some- 
times occurs  and  is  replaced  with  connective  tissue.  Hemorrhagic  and 
other  exudates  may  bcconx  densely  organized,  and  infiltration  may 
occur  in  the  acoustic  nerve.  I'olitzer  reports  a  case  of  infiltration  in 
the  ganglion  cells  in  Ro'^enthal's  canal.  Tlie  internal-ear  involvement 
tnay  he  a  ]>art  of  a  ptiruleni  panotitis.  Ecchymosis  of  the  acoustic 
nervr  has  lieeTi  r lemons t rated. 
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Symptoms,— Syiiiptoiiialologtcally    tiit*   imstt    of   the   disease'  19 
sudtlen  and  its  appearance  is  characlerizctl  by  marked  deafness,  tinni- 
tus, vertigo,  and  disturbance  of  cfiiiilibriuni.    Deafness  is  less  liable  tOu 
be  progressive  than  in  otosclerosis  (I'olitzer).     Intense  tinntlus  con-j 
tintics  even  after  deafness  Wcomes  complete,  but  ilie  vertigo  may  dis-J 
appear  in  a  few  months.    Diplacusis  ban  been  reported  by  Roosa.  andu 
Muos  and  Sleinbnigge  report  cases  of  otalgia  due  to  periosteal  inlil-] 
traie  in  tlic  labyrinth.     Tliere  is  nothing  pathognomonic  about  tl 
findings  in  tbc  middle  ear  or  Kustachian  tnlx'  imless  mucous  patches^ 
or  guinmata  are  found  tberein.     The  mastoid  lympli -glands  may  be 
much  enlarged.    Deafness  ts  marked  in  most  casc^.  generally  both  ears^ 
licing  affected  to  different  degrees.    The  course  is  often  veir  rapid; 
sometimes  complete  deafness  occurring  within  a  few  days,    nnprovt 
nicnt,  when  it  occurs,  comes  about  very  slowly. 

Diagnosis. — Diagnosis  mainly  depends  upon  evidence  of  the  dis 
ease  in  other  parts  of  the  body.  Rapid  development  of  deafness,  with- 
out other  middle-car  symptoms,  in  young  individuals  is  very  susptciousj 
of  tertiary  syphilis.  In  a  case  of  chronic  non-pitrulcnt  otitis  media  wit 
rapid  development  of  internal-ear  deafness  syphilis  may  be  suspected. 
The  diagnosis  in  cases  which  develop  gradually  is  very  difficult.  lOi 
childhood  the  rapid  onset  of  deafness  without  demonstrable  cause 
nearly  always  due  to  congenital  syphilis.  According  to  Hutchinson 
Jackson.  10  per  cent,  of  all  non-purulent  deafness  occurring  in  children'^ 
is  of  syphilitic  origin.  Uaratoux  found  it  to  occur  in  33'^  per  cent- 
Prognosis. — The  prognosis  is  very  unfavoral)le  in  cases  of  long 
standing,  less  so  in  recent  cases.  It  is  unfavorable  iu  old  age.  anemia, 
marasnms,  and  malignant  syphilis.  The  congenital  form  is  extremely 
obstinate.    Kclapses  may  also  occur. 

Treatment. — The  treatment  is  that  of  the  general  disea«. 
Pilocarpine  in  a  2  per  cent,  solution  subcutaneously  administered, 
gradually  increasing  the  dose  from  4  to  12  drops  daily,  is  rcconmiendcd 
by  I'olitzer  and  Bacon.  This  method  in  the  author's  experience  lus 
been  of  doubtful  beneht.  and  his  chief  reliance  is  placed  U)>on  the  so- 
called  "mixed  treatment." 


SYPHILIS  OF  THE  NOSE.  MOUTH.  PHARYNX. 
AND  LARYNX. 

A.  Primary  (chancrci. 

B.  Secondary  |,erythema,  mucous  fiatch). 

C.  Tertiary  (giunmala). 

D.  Congenital. 
£.  Syphilis  of  the  accessory  sinuses. 

.\.    PRIMARY  SYPHILIS. 
Syphilis  of  the  Nose. 

Etiology. — The  nose  is  rarely  the  scat  of  cliancre.  There  ai 
few  cases  in  literature  in  which  it  developed  on  the  septum  al  the 
mucocutaneous  juncture  from  picking  the  nose  with  an  infected  tingcr. 
It  is  usually  located  upon  the  ala^  at  the  junaion  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane (Fig,  280). 
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Dulklcy  reports  95  primary  lesions  in  the  nose  out  of  9058  cases 
of  sypliilis.  liasserau,  Cierq.  le  Forte.  Fournier  and  Kicord  found  two 
primary  lesions  of  the  nose  out  of  2244  cases  of  syphilis. 

Syphilis  of  the  Mouth  and  Pharynx. 

In  the  mouth  and  pharynx  the  disease  is  more  common,  chancres 
being  found  on  the  lips,  tongue,  palate,  fauciat  pillars,  tonsils,  and, 
more  rarely,  on  the  posterior  phar)*ngcal  wall. 

The  infection  enters  through  broken  or  diseased  mucous  mem- 
brane as  a  result  of  kissing,  perverted  sexuality,  or  by  contact  with 


I'ig.  2S0. — Primary  chainTc  of  the  nose.      (FrtHU  collection  ot 
Dr,  John  A.  i-ordyce,  wiih  permiwion.) 

infected  fingers,  knives,  forks,  or  the  infected  instruments  of  physicians 
uul  dentists. 

Texicr  refwrts  a  case  of  multiple  chancre  of  the  mouth  and 
pharynx,  one  on  each  tonsil,  and  one  oji  ihe  lip, 

Syphilis  of  the  Larynx. 

In  the  larynx  primary  chancre  is  very  rare.  Moure  has  reported 
a  case  wherein  it  occurred  on  the  edge  of  the  epiglottis,  and  Poysl  one 
on  the  left  vcniricnlar  hand. 

Symptoms. — The  disease  is  characterized  by  a  hard,  indurated 
inas*  which  apjwars  upon  the  surface  of  ihe  nieinhrane,  sonietintes  wtlh 
slight  ulceration,  but  with  little  discharge.  There  is  little  or  no  pain 
when  it  occurs  upon  the  atx  or  in  the  vestibule,  but  tlie  swelling  may 
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interfere  somewhat  with  nasal  respiration.    Eptstaxis  intervenes  wt 
ulceration  ib.  jire^cnt. 

In  ilie  mouth  .ind  throat  tlie  i-Iiiincrc  causes  sh'glu  pain,  wltii^h  ift| 
visually  inure  marked  during  deglutition.      1  tie  swelling  la  indurated, 
and  a  grayish  ulceration  covered  with  thick  mucus  may  occupy  its 
centre.     'Die  cervical  glands,  c&pecially  il)u>e  under  the  jaw  of  the 
afTtx'ted  side,  become  enlarged  and  extremely  hard. 

Diagnosis. — The  disease  develops  more  rapidly  than  lupus  or 
maltgiiiini  neoptaims,  and  Icbs  rapidly  than  furuncle.  !-!arty  enlarge- 
ment of  the  cervical  glands  is  characteristic  of  syphilis.  It  may  bccotnc 
necessary  to  wail  for  the  appearance  of  secondary  symptoms,  whicll, 
appear  in  about  six  weeks,  in  order  to  establish  tlic  diagnosis.  Ulcer- 
ation in  mnlignant  diseases  invariably  progresses.  Tltat  of  syphrlis 
of  ^mall  area  anil  remains  stationary. 

Prognosis. — The  chancre  disappear.**  in  a  few  weeks,  leaving  liltJe' 
or  no  ^car. 

Treatment — ISeyond  ordinary  cleansing  nicrLsures.  no  treatmenlJ 
should  be  employed  until  the  di»giu>si.s  is  positive,  after  which  viguroutj 
mtcntal  medication  with  mercury,  accordmg  to  approved  methods. 
.    perative. 


R.    SECONDARY  SYPHILIS  (EHYTHEMA,  MUCOUS  PATCH). 

Secondary    syphilis   occurs   in   the    form    uf    erythema,    mucoi 
patches,  and  snperlicial  tdceraiion.     In   the  nose  this  consists  of  4| 
Ciiaractcristic  eiyllumatouis  area  or  nmcoiis  patch  located  n|>c)n  lli&j 
II  ui oils  mc.rhrane.     This  mucous  i>atcli  is  uhusiimI  in  ll»e  nose,  anji] 
more  cO'iinon  m  the  n  uuth  and  pharynx,  where  the  secondary  Icsiotil 
ap|)ears  in  ahoul  six  weeks  subsetjiieiu  to  the  initial  chancre.     Mucousj 
p.iiche.s,  white  not  inie  ulcers,  have  the  appearance  of  superficial  ulcer- 
ated areas.    They  are  tl;e  result  of  necrosis  of  the  sujjertkial  epiihelia, 
whereby  these  cells  a|)pear  grayish  white.     Tlicy  arc  jicrceptihly  ele 
vafced  atKJve  the  mucous  membrane,  and  surrounded  by  a  zone  of  active 
hyperemia. 

in  the  pharynx  they  attack  chietly  the  soft  patulc  and  tonsils,  huti 
the  sharply  defniL-d  |>alches  may  spread  over  the  anterior  pillars  and 
uvula.  The  patches  arc  round  or  ovoid,  ranging  in  size  from  a  split] 
pea  to  a  bean.  Mucous  jiatchcs  arc  persistent  and  tend  to  recur  cvcitj 
iti  the  tertiary  stage.  Tl»e  larynx  is  less  frequently  the  seat  of  niucoUfJ 
patche.<i.  but  erythenm  is  coiniiionly  .sctti  in  tl  e  early  si-condary  stage] 
of  syphilis.  Mucous  patches  occurring  in  the  rt-gion  of  the  larynx 
usually  attack  the  epiglottis,  *-ocal  cords  or  arytenoids.  U[»o«  the  cords] 
they  produce  a  red  and  white  mottled  appearance  which  is  quite] 
suggest  i  VI'. 

Symptoms. — In  the  nose  the  symptoms  are  similar  to  those  of 
acute  rtiinitis,  although  ipore  lasting  and  persistent.    There  is  a  bumiof  ] 
sensation  within  the  nasal  cavity,  and  sneezing  is  coTimtm.    Noctumidi 
headaches  are  occasioniilly  cnrnplaim-d  of.    Ilierc  is  usually  an  accom- 
panying sore  throat,  for  the  treatineiit  of  which  the  patient  primaril,' 
appMes. 
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The  mucous  patches  in  the  mouth  and  phar^'nx  produce  consider- 
able pain,  wliich  is  aggravated  by  iini&cular  movcnicnis.  Hic  skin 
lesion  precedes  the  mucous  patch  and  bccoaics  a  valuable  syinptoni  for 
purposes  of  diagiiusii>.  Headache  is  cutninun,  and  the  Uair.  eyebrows 
and  beard  may  fall  out  in  (mtches. 

In  the  larynx  tlie  symptoms  are  those  o(  a  mild  chronic  larA-ngitis. 
There  is  hoarseness  and  a  slight  secretion,  which  gives  rise  to  a  cougii 
and  clearing  of  the  throat.  Dysphagia  occurs  only  when  the  epiglottis 
or  arj'cpiglotlic  fo!<ls  bi-comc  involved. 

Diagnosis. — Tlie  typical  imicuiis  |>atchi'>  are  quite  characteristic 
It)  ap[>earaitcc  and  arc  accompanied  by  enlargement  of  the  subuccipilal, 
cervical,  femoral  and  inguinal  glands.  These  symptoms,  in  conjunction 
with  the  various  syphilidcs  of  the  skin  and  occasional  warty  excres- 
cences, combine  to  render  an  early  diagnosis  conii>arativtly  easy. 

Prognosis. — L'nder  appro[iriaie  ireaiini-nl  the  mucuus  patches 
disappear  in  from  two  to  six  weeks,  leaving  no  trace.  Reappearance 
is  comn:on  up  to  two  year?,  when  the  trcntnicni  is  neglected, 

When  appearing  upi.>n  the  vocal  cords  there  is  usually  a  slight 
iiupairmcnt  oi  voice  sub&ec|uent  to  their  disappearance. 

Treatment. — The  chief  reliance  must  he  placed  upon  a]>prnpnate 
internal  medication  (sec  text-books  on  general  medicine).  Some 
benefit  arises  from  ai>plications  of  fused  nitrate  of  silver  upon  the 
surface  of  the  patches  every  three  days,  and  all  secretions  should  be 
frequently  washed  aivay  by  means  of  alkaline  sprays.  On  account  of 
the  extreme  contagiousness  of  secondary  syphilis  of  the  mouth  and 
pharynx,  .special  knives,  forks,  cups,  glasses,  etc..  should  be  en)i)!oyed, 
and  these  should  Ite  washed  separately.  Kissing  and  other  fonns  of 
contact  should  be  forbidden.  Warty  excrescences  when  present  may 
be  destroyed  by  fused  chromic  acid  or  nitrate  of  silver,  and  the 
mouth  frequently  cleansed  with  a  solution  of  potasstinii  chlorid,  12 
grs.  to  the  ounce,  and  chlorid  of  zinc.  10  grs.  to  the  ounce. 


C    TERTIARY  SYPHILIS   (GUMMA). 

The  characteristic  lesions  of  tertiary  sy]>liilis  rarely  appear  under 
two  years  from  the  date  of  the  primary  lesion;  more  often  fully  five 
years  elapse,  and  gununata  may  appear  even  after  fifteen  or  twenty 
years.  The  pathological  appearances  arc  those  of  the  gumma,  the  ul- 
cerated or  broken-tlown  gumma^  necrosis  of  cartilage,  and  bone,  and 
tinally.  resultant  deformities,  scars  and  adhesions.  All  stage-^  of  guni- 
u'ata  are  found  in  the  nose,  appearing  in  the  tissues  of  the  septmn.  the 
bony  framework  or  the  alx.  They  usually  break  down  rapidly,  but  may 
remain  stationary  for  some  time.  In  lliis  Im-alion  they  arc  circtini- 
scrjbcd.  nodular  or  difTuse.  the  latter  fonn  being  more  common.  Upon 
breaking  down  they  result  in  deep  ulcers  and  necrosis  of  cartilage  and 
bone. 

fn  the  month  and  pharynx  the  giminiata  appear  upon  the  posterior 
pharyngeal  wall,  liard  jialate,  faiicial  pillars,  tongue  (I'ig.  281)  or 
tonsils.  They  are  iuduraU-d  swellings,  which  arc  either  circumscribed 
or  diffuse.    They  are  round  or  oval,  ranging  in  size  from  a  small  pea 
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to  a  hickory  nut.  They  are  found  on  the  epiglottis,  aryepiglottic  folds, 
ventricular  bands  and  walls  of  the  larynx.  When  multiple  they  pro- 
duce a  lobulated  appearance  (Fig.  282).  The  growth  is  rapid  and 
necrosis  occurs  early. 

The  pathological  changes  in  the  ulcerative  stage  depend  upon  the 
situation  and  depth  of  the  involvement.  In  the  epiglottis  there  may  be 
partial  or  total  destruction  of  the  cartilage,  and  the  ulceration  may 
extend  into  the  base  of  the  tongue.  Ulceration  of  the  aryepiglottic 
folds  often  causes  twisting  of  the  epiglottis,  due  to  the  contracting 
cicatrix,  with  narrowing  of  the  introitus  of  the  larynx. 

In    other   cases   the   arytenoids    become    necrosed,    resulting    in 

deformity,  and  ankylosis 
of  the  cricoarytenoid 
articulations.  Whenever 
the  ventricular  bands  be- 
come ulcerated  there  is 
much  loss  of  tissue, 
which  may  extend  to  the 
true  cords.  After  heal- 
ing a  variety  of  de- 
formities and  adhesions 
forms,  some  of  which 
are  prone  to  cause 
atresia  of  the  larynx. 

Symptonu.  —  The 
appearance  of  gumnnta 
within  the  ttose  is  us- 
ually characterized  by 
the  manifold  symptoms 
of  nasal  obstruction. 
Pain  soon  appears,  is 
worse  at  night,  and  be- 
comes intensified  as  ne- 
crosis develops. 

Necrosis  and  ulcer- 
ation are  accompanied 
by  a  discharge  of  foul 
mucopus,  and  the  formation  of  masses  of  thick  scabs,  which  are  blown 
from  the  nose.  Particles  of  necrosed  bone  may  also  be  blown  or  other- 
wise removed  from  the  nasal  cavities.  Dare  and  loose  bones  are  easily 
detected  with  the  probe,  the  vomer  being  most  frequently  involved.  The 
masses  of  retained  necrosed  bone  emit  a  foul  stench.  Opinions  vary  as  to 
whether  atrophic  rhinitis  with  ozena  may  sometimes  be  of  syphilitic 
origin. 

The  nasal  and  turbinal  bones  often  become  necrosed  and  separate 
from  their  attachments,  resulting  in  external  saddle-back  and  other 
deformities  ( I'ig.  283).  Adhesions,  nasal  stenosis,  polypi,  and  a 
variety  of  internal  deformities  result  from  the  ravages  of  tertiary  nasal 
sjpliiiis.    The  most  serious  of  these  deformities  are: — 

1.  Collapse  of  the  entire  anterior  third  of  the  nose  (Fig.  284). 


Fig.  283. — Nasal  deformity  (saddle- 
back) resulting  from  syphiHtic  necrosis  of 
the  nasal  and  turbinate  bones. 
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2.  Sinking  in  of  the  entire  nostril  so  th&l  only  the  sli^s  of  the 
nostril  project. 

3.  Destruction  of  the  ala?  and  complete  nasal  stenosis. 

In  the  fliuryruv. — Sypliililic  gmnmata  wiicn  occurring  in  the 
nasopharynx  are  usually  found  upon  the  postcri'ir  wall  in  the  form 
of  swellings,  which  may  vary  in  size.  They  give  rise  to  pain,  altered 
voice  and  st^metimes  difhculty  in  deglutition;  nasat  respiration  is 
interfered  witli,  and  regurjfitation  of  liquids  into  the  nasopharynx 
and  nut  ihmiigh  the  na>al  passages  is  cnminun.  Upon  breaking 
down  the  surface  becomes  ulcerated,  with  a  mucopurulent  dis- 
charge into  thi-  oropharynx.  Large  ulcers  are  liahle  to  develop 
upon  the  upper  wall  of  the  soft  palate,  the  granulations  from  which 


FIr.  2*4. — Ciillap.-e  (.f  anterior  piiriion  i-t  n"sc-    Ihc  subject  "f  this 
particulnr  |iliotot;ra|)h  is  a  victiiii^f  lupus  and  not  of  syphilis. 

are  prone  to  result  in  adhesions  of  the  s^ift  palate  to  the  posterior 
■wall,  a  very  distressing  sequela  of  this  disease.  Syphilitic  perfora- 
tions of  the  soft  i)alatc  produce  voice  sounds  similar  to  those  of 
cleft  palate,  and  liquids  and  food  pass  through  the  perforations 
into  the  nose. 

Nodular  gummata  generally  appear  on  the  soft  palate  and 
resemble  lupus,  the  surface  appearing  rough  and  thickened.  Both 
superficial  and  deep  ulcers  accompany  the  tertiary  lesion,  the 
former  in  the  early  tertiary,  and  the  latter  during  the  later  stages, 
r.ummatods  ulcers  present  a  round,  punched-out  appearance,  with 
irregular  margins  and  excavated  centres,  which  are  covered  with 
sloughing  tissue  and  foul  secretion. 

A  variety  of  dcfnrrnitic^  results  from  the  destruction  of  tissue 
and  from  the  contracting  cicatrices.  Adhesion  of  the  posterior 
pillars  to  the  posterior  pharyngeal  wall  produces  atresia.    Adhesion 
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of  the  soft  palate  to  the  posterior  phan'ngeal  wall  is  the  commonest 
form   (Kig.  285)   and  the  results  arc  disastrous  to  nasal  tin-atliing ' 
and  the  proper  ventilaiion  of  the  middle  ear.     Constriction  o(  the 
phan-ngcal  ostium  and  the  nustachian  tube  may  result. 

Of  the  Laryn.r.— The  tcrliarv  manifestations  of  syphilis  in  the 
larj'nx  arc  in  the  order  of  ihcir  occurrence: — 

1,  Gutnmata;  2,  ulcerations;  5.  perichondritis  and  necrosis  of 
tissue; 4,  the  resultant  scar*,  deformities,  and  adhesions. 


Fig.  285. — fioatrici;*!  iMiiic-i.^n  oi  ihc  s>,.*:  i^aUu 
pharjiigral  wall. 


/^tcnor 


Gummata  may  appear  in  any  portion  of  the  larynx  and  ari 
either  diffuse  or  circumscribed.    Tliey  are  found  upon  the  epiglot- 
tii.  arytenoids,  vocal  cords,  and  the  vcniricles.     They  are  deeivrwl^] 
oval-appearing:    swelling*,    surrounded    by    infiaramatory    area- 
They  lend  lo  break  down  rapidly  and  ulcerate. 

The  rtrt>t  manifetstation  of  ulceration  is  the  appearance  oi  a4 
small,  yelluwish  central  area.  Syphilitic  ulcerations  of  the  larynx, 
are  usually  deep  and  extensive,  with  the  appearance  of  beinf; 
punclied  out.  The  cdccs  are  sharp  and  well  defined,  and  sur- 
rounded with  a  red  and  edematous  areola.  They  invariably  occur 
as  sequelae  of  ^uTimata.  The  ulcerated  surfaces  are  covered  with 
portions  of  necrosed  tissue,  which  arc  bathed  in  pus. 
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As  the  ulcerative  process  extends,  the  perichondrium  and  the 
laryngeal  cartilages  hccpnie  the  seat  nf  a  ^"'"'"3^""^  infiltra- 
tion. This  stage  is  characterized  by  marked  swelling  of  the  soft 
tissues,  al>scess  formalioni  and  necrosis  of  the  cartilaRes.  Necrosis 
of  the  cartilages  is  attended  with  extensive  destruction  of  the 
laryngeal  tissues.  Whenever  the  epiglottis  is  the  seat  of  a  gumma 
there  IS  a  sensation  as  of  a  lump  in  the  throat  of  which  the  patient 
is  constantly  conscious,  especially  during  the  act  of  swallowing. 
Gummata  in  other  portions  of  llic  larynx  usually  produce  more  or 
less  dyspnea.  The  voice  becomes  hoarse  ur  aphonic,  the  degree 
thereof  depending  upon  the  amount  of  interference  with  the  move- 
ments of  the  vocal  cords. 

During  the  active  stages  of  ulceration  edema  of  the  larynx 
may  develop  and  evoke  sufficient  dyspnea  to  necessitate  either 


Fig.  2H6.— '.'itatritial  wtl-fru  pllh.-  u  lutwct-n  tlie  vocal  cords. 

^caritication   or   tracheotomy.     The    vocal   cords,   when    involved, 
'show  irregular  changes  and  marked  imTnobility. 

The  sequels  of  extensive  necrosis  mark  the  advent  of  the 
fourth  stage  of  laryngeal  syphilis — namely,  scars,  adhesions,  and 
sitenosis.  Tertiary  syphilis  of  the  larynx  almost  invariably  results 
in  permanent  damage  to  its  structures.  The  epiglottis  may  become 
^deformed,  partially  or  wholly  destroyed,  or  adherent  to  the  sur- 
rounding structures.  One  nr  hoth  vocal  cords  may  be  destroyed 
by  the  ulcerative  process  or  become"  adlierent  to  the  surrounding 
tissues.  In  some  instances  they  become  partially  attached  to  each 
other  by  means  of  a  web  of  connective  tissue  (Fig.  286>.  Fixation 
of  the  cords  may  result  from  ankylosis  of  the  cricoarytenoid 
cartilages.  The  subglottic  region  may  l>ccome  narrowed  as  a 
result  of  connective-tissue  bands. 

The  principal  permanent  results  are:  Dyspnea  from  narrow- 
ing of  the  calibre  of  the  larj-nx,  fixation  or  paralysis  of  the  vocal 
cords,  and  loss  of  voice.  During  the  stage  of  necrosis  fetor  of  the 
breath  is  a  marked  symptom. 

Diagnosis. — ^The  diagnosis  is  based  upon  tlic  characteristic  ap- 
pearance of  the  lesion,  the  history  of  syphilis  and  its  controllability 
by  antisyphilitic  medications. 
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Prognosis. — Gummata  in  acquired  syphilis,  when  seen  early,.] 
usually  respond  favorably  to  medication.     Under  early  and  ^igor-j 
ous  internal  ireatmenl  they  disappear  in  from  one  to  eight  weeks. 
In  neglected  cases  ulceration  ensues  with  more  serious  results  in 
the  form  of  >car3,  cicatrizations,  an<!  rletomiities. 

Of  deformities  the  serious  types  arc  adhesions  of  the  soft  palate 
to  the  posterior  pliar\nj,'eal  wall  and  those  occurring  within  the 
lar\-nx.  In  all  the  progno:«is  should  be  guarded,  inasmuch  as  death 
may  occur  suddenly  from  edema  or  complete  stenosis.  In  this 
type  the  voice  usually  becomes  permanently  impaired  or  aphonic. 

Treatment.— The  gumma,  when  nodular  and  not  ulcerating, 
requires  no  local  treatment.  At  this  stage  it  is  possible  by  prompt 
and  vigorous  inierttal  medicfiiion  lo  effect  a  cure  withoui  ulceration, 
necrosis  or  subsequent  deformity.  The  ulcer,  when  supcrlicial,  is 
benefited  by  the  use  of  local  cleansing  alkaline  washes  or  sprays, 
i»f  whicl)  the  physiological  normal  salt  solution  is  the  type, 
followed  by  topical  applications  of  arg\-ol  in  25  per  cent,  solution^ 
or  silver  nitrate  in  5  |>er  cent,  to  10  per  cent,  solution. 

Tlie  AVii*. — Necrosis  of  the  bones  and  cartilages  of  the  nose 
necessitates  a  resort  lo  surgical  measures.  The  presence  of 
necrosed  hone  is  revealed  by  the  characteristic  odor  and  by  the 
use  of  the  probe.  Before  operating  the  location  and  extent  of  the 
necrosed  area  should  be  carefully  mapped  out.  This  procedure  is 
facilitated  by  first  packing  the  nasal  cavities  with  a  solution  which 
contains  adrenalin  1 :  5000  and  cocaine  2  per  cent.  The  adrenalin 
effects  market!  shrinking  of  the  soft  tissues,  thus  yielding  a  better 
view  of  the  diseased  bone,  and  the  cocaine  produces  local  anesthesia 
of  the  parts  preparatory  to  the  removal  of  the  diseased  bone  and] 
soft  tissues. 

The  Operation. — Having  located  the  necrosed  sequestrum,  it  is; 
usually  possible  lo  accomplish  its  removal  with  forceps.  When  the 
necrosed  masses  are  large  it  becomes  necessary  to  incise  the  soft 
tissues  about  them  in  order  that  extraction  may  be  effected  without 
unnecessary  laceration.  In  case  the  nasal  bones  separate  and  come 
away  serious  e.xlertial  defonnity  results  {Fig.  283). 

The  removal  of  tlie  turbinals  and  vomer  is  less  serious,  while 
the  loss  of  the  entire  cartilaginous  septum  is  followed  by  collapse 
of  the  tip  (I'ig.  284).    Even  though  deforniitics  occur,  it  is  none  the    _ 
less  necessary  to  remove  all  necrosed  hone  and  curet  necrosed  areas,  ■ 

Postoperative  treatment  consists  in  washing  the  nasal  cavity 
with  warm  salt  solution,  folhiwcd  by  applications  of  argyrol  in  2.'* 
per  cent,  solution  to  the  diseased  areas.    Healing  takes  place  rapidly  M 
under  vigorous  internal  medication.  B 

Treatment  of  the  deformities  of  the  nose  when  due  to  syphilis 
should  never  be  attempted  until  the  underlying  disease  is  nnder  fall 
control.  A  variety  of  plastic  operations,  combined  with  the  inser- 
tion of  metal,  hard-rubber  and  bone  splints  have  been  devised. 
The  results  of  this  form  of  treatment  are  usually  unsatisfactory. 
Tht  most  effective  method  of  overcoming  these  deformities  is  by 
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psrafiin  injections,  for  a  description  and  iUustration  of  which  see 
Cliapler  XL. 

The  Nasopharynx  and  Pharynx, — The  trcatmeni  of  tertiary 
syphilis  of  tli«  nasopliarynx  is  coustitutional,  as  heretofore  de- 
scribed, but  in  case  of  ulcerations  every  passible  elTort  should  be 
made  to  prevent  adhcsinns.  This  may  be  accomplii^licd  by  cauteriz- 
ing the  ulcerated  surface  with  a  strong-  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver 
or  lodin,  and  by  keeping'  the  surfaces  clean  by  syringing*  with  salt 
or  other  alkaline  s<tlulions.  .Any  tendency  to  the  formation  of 
adhesions  should  be  promptly  met  by  separating  the  bands  at  fre- 
quent intervals.  Adhesions  of  the  soft  palate  with  the  posterior 
pharyngeal  wall  wlien  already  formed  are  most  difficult  to  break 
down.  Being  usually  due  to  the  ulcerative  process  associated  with 
tertiary  syphilis,  wiili  slr()ng  and  inelastic  new  connective-tissue 
fiirmalions,  they  resist  almost  every  effort  to  restnre  the  normal 
functions  of  the  nasopharynx.  The  clinical  picture  of  palatal 
adhesions  is  variable,  depending  upon  tlie  site  of  the  ulcers  as  well 
as  the  changes  in  the  structure  and  shape  of  the  velum.  The 
adhesions  may  be  partial  or  total,  and  are  situated  eiifier  at  the 
margin  of  the  velum  or  above  it.  The  ear  ts  almost  invariably 
involved  bv  obliteration  (partial  or  complete)  of  the  Eustachian, 
tube. 

The  treatment  of  deforming  cicatrices  in  the  pharynx,  especially 
those  of  adhesions  of  the  soft  palate  lo  the  posterior  pharyngeal 
wall,  is  invariably  unsatisfactory,  inasmuch  as  syphilitic  adhesions 
consist  of  dense,  white,  tough  bands  which  radiate  in  all  directions 
from  the  centre  of  the  original  ulceration.  On  the  posterior  pharyn- 
geal wall  the  submucosa  may  be  bound  down  to  the  anterior 
portion  of  the  cervical  vertebra?.  To  the  finger  the  scar  feels  im- 
movable and  hard.  The  least  that  may  be  expected  is  to  maintain 
a  small  communication  between  the  posterior  nares  and  the 
pharynx.  After  incision  through  the  adhesion,  Coaktcy-  advocates 
the  introduction  of  a  tape  drawn  through  both  the  nostrils  and  the 
mouth,  the  ends  to  be  lied  so  as  to  keep  the  incised  edges  apart. 

Tftr  Larynx. — Owing-  to  the  slight  discomfort  induced  by 
gummata  in  this  region,  the  surgeon  is  seldom  consulted  until 
the  stage  of  ulceration.  The  ulcerative  stage  threatens  serious 
consequences  in  the  form  of  permanent  loss  of  the  voice,  and  laryn- 
geal stenosis.  It  therefore  becomes  imperative  that  the  internal 
medication  be  rapidly  pushed  to  its  physiological  limits  in  order 
to  prevent  these  serious  sequelae. 

Locally,  soothing  sprays  and  applications  for  the  relief  of 
cough  and  pain  often  become  necessary.  Mild  attacks  of  perichon- 
dritis of  the  laryngeal  cartilages  often  resolve  under  internal 
medication,  without  necrosis. 

Should  necrosis  intervene  it  becomes  necessary  to  remove  the 
diseased  areas.     Such  operations  may  be  performed  either  with 
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indirect  illumination  or,  preferably,  hv  direct  laryngoscopy  (sei 
CliapterLIII). 

The  advent  of  dyspnea  during  the  course  of  tertiary  laryngeal 
syphilis  is  of  serious  impon.  When  due  to  the  location  or  size 
of  a  {;uintiia  the  patient  should  remain  quiet  until  the  mass  subsides 
as  the  result  of  jjcneral  treatment.  lidema  develnping  during  the 
stage  of  tilceration  which  does  not  produce  urgent  M-mptoms  often 
subsides  upon  scarification  of  the  ii:^sues.  The  laryngeal  tnucusa 
should  iir^i  be  ane-ithetizcd  by  spraying:  with  a  solution  of  cocaine. 
after  which  several  incisions  may  be  made  into  the  edematous 
portions  by  means  of  a  guarded  knifebladc  {\'\g.  4'J5). 

1-lxudaiion  immediately  fi)Ilows,  which  may  be  prohmged  by 
steam  inhalations.  If  the  dyspnea  increases  notwithstanding  the 
scarification,  tracheotomy  should  be  performed  without  delay.  In 
some  instances  the  dyspnea  is  caused  l>y  the  dislod^mcnt  of 
sequestra  into  the  lumen  of  the  Iaryn,x,  and  the  resultant  urgent 
symptoms  require  removal  by  laryngoscopy  or  lar\*npotomy.  The 
surgical  treatment  of  laryngeal  stenosis  and  adhesions  is  fully 
described  in  Chapter  XLIX. 


D.  CONGENITAL  SYPHILIS. 
Secondary  Lesions. 

Etiology. — In  the  secondary   form  conjjenital   syphilis  of 
no^e.  tiiriKit.  and  larynx  umally  appears  (hiring  tlie  tirst   few  wt 
of  life  in  the  form  of  erythema  or  mucous  patches,  which  are  pre- 
cisely the  same  as  those  of  acquired  syphilis.  ^ 

Symptoms. — The  chief  symptom  is  nasal  discharge  and  ocdu-fl 
sion,  with  snufiliiig,  snoring,  and  mouth  breathing.     The  child   can 
take  the  breast  or  bottle  for  only  a  few  seconds  at  a  time.      He 
emaciates  rapidly  and  becomes  wrinkled  and  wcarencd   in   ap-fl 
pearance.  fl 

In  the  pharynx  and  larynx  the  disease  produces  a  hoarse  cry, 
which  is  quite  characteristic  and  suggests  infiltration  in  the  larA-nx. 
Gaucher  claims  congenital  syphilis  as  a  causative  factor  in  hyper- 
plasia of  the  pharyngeal  tonsil.     Glandular  hypertrophy  and  thej 
typical  skin  eruptions  aid  in  conBrming  the  diagnosis. 

Tertiary  Lesions. 

The  tertiary  form  of  congenital   syphilis  commonly   appesraj 
from  7  to  14  years  of  age.    The  range  may  be  from  4  to  20  year: 
Typical  gummata  and  ulcerations  dcwlup  the  same  as  in  acquit 
syphilis. 

The  Ear. — Congenital  tertiary  syphilis,  when  it  involves  anj 
portion  of  the  auditory  apparatus  and  especially  the  labyrinth  orj 
auditory  nerve  trunk,  produces  serious  and  sometimes  permanent' 
impairment  of  the  hearing  function,  and  in  many  cases  marked, 
nystagmus  and  vertigo.     The  following  case  furnishes  an   Uh 
tration : — 
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H.  D,,  female,  aKc<l  ^(^  yearn.  Father  healthy,  but  mother  had  con- 
traded  syphilis  six  months  urcvious  to  her  marn^gc.  The  mother  had  nine 
)trcK<ia»cics  and  live  miscarriages,  tivc  ot  wliicli  occurred  prior  lo  the  birth 
of  the  patient.  Tlie  child  had  Ijlislers  on  the  sides  of  her  feel  when  born, 
bm  otherwise  had  remained  well  since  childhood,  except  for  a  spontaneous 
nystagmus  and  some  disturbance  of  cqnitibfiuin.  She  is  well  developed 
physically,  but  somewhat  backward  mentally.  Her  nasal  rc.'ipiratinn  has 
always  been  somewhat  impaired,  owing  to  a  septal  spur,  adenoidx  and  hypcr- 
trophied  tonAils.  There  had  been  no  perceptible  impairment  uf  her  hranng. 
On  November  4,  19l)9,  upon  awakening,  she  complained  of  pain  in  htr  right 
knee  and  foot,  and  that  ^lie  could  not  hear.  She  had  intense  tinnitus  and 
marked  vertigo.  The  right  knee  was  swollen  and  painful  to  ihe  touch,  and 
there  was  cuiisidcrab!c  muscular  wcaknc^^ji  ni  the  rifi'it  arm  and  leg.  Jler 
leAexeit  were  exaggerated.  When  stiindin^c  with  the  eyes  closed  S'he  swayed 
to  the  left,  bill  felt  as  though  falling  to  the  right  side.  .\n  examination  of 
the  pharynx  revealed  absence  of  the  uvula  and  a  paninl  adhesion  of  the  soft 
palate  to  the  posterior  pharyngeal  wall. 

The  right  membrana  tympain  was  n-tractcd  and  the  left  inflamed. 

fuitclioual  TfjW.— Weber  test  was  heard  to  the  right.  When  Baran/s 
noi»c-produccr  npparatuti  was  applied  to  the  right  ear,  neither  loud  voice 
Dor  tuning  fork  heard,  showing  total  deafncis  in  left. 

Caloric  Test. —  Irrigation  with  cold  and  hot  water  showed  no  reaction 
ia  left  ear.  The  Waisennoun  tftt,  made  some  time  after  the  cunimeDcemcnt 
of  spccitic  treatment,  was  negative. 

The  palii-nt  wa*i  admitted  to  the  Post -graduate  Hospital  on  November 
26tfa.  She  then  had  marked  arthritis  of  the  right  knee  and  ankle,  which 
sooii  extended  to  the  left  knee  and  ankle.  The  joints  were  swollen,  painful 
and  tender.  She  had  a  temperature  ranging  from  lUl'  to  WA'  for  about  a 
week,  when  it  became  normal  ,Ttid  remained  so,  There  was  a  partial  anky- 
losis of  both  knee-joints,  which  was  overcome  by  heat,  massage  and  passive 
RiavemeiiLs.  She  was  given  the  usual  antispccitie  treatment,  and  she  rapidly 
improved.  January  7th  she  was  discbnrgeii  and  taken  to  her  home.  Soon 
afterward  she  developed  an  interstitial  keraiitiH  in  the  right  eye.  The  iodid 
Df  potassium  was  rapidly  increased  up  to  IJl)  grains  ihree  timfs  per  day 

The  loss  of  bearing  has  m»;iined  perm;inent.  She  still  *ulT(:r»  some- 
what from  vertigo  and  has  repeated  attacks  of  keratitis  in  both  eyes,  but 
the  joints  have  cleared  up  and  she  is  able  to  walk  about  and  attend  to  her 
dnlies. 

In  the  larynx  of  the  infant  the  chier  syttiptoms  arc  bleating  or 
almost  voiceless  crying,  and  cough  which  is  lacking  in  lone. 
Dyspnea  is  present  atid  coinmorly  aiTompanifd  hy  laryngismus 
striduhis.  F.dcma  and  dysphagia  are  common.  Hutchinson's  teeth 
are  found  in  oUIcr  cliildrpn.  Postmortem  examinations  have  shown 
ihal  necrosis  of  the  lanngeal  cartilages  does  occur  In  syphilitic 
infants. 

Prognosis. — Under  two  years  of  age  the  disease  is  very  grave, 
few  cases  surviving.  Death  occurs  from  asphyxia,  starvation,  mal- 
nutrition or  bronchopneumonia.  Older  children  may  become 
■victims  nf  the  various  forms  of  laryngeal  deformities. 

Treatment. — The  treatmeni  is  ihe  same  as  in  acquired  forms. 


E.   SYPHILIS  OF  THE  ACCESSORY  SINUSES. 

Tertiary  syphilitic  bone  necrosis;  of  the  accessory  sinuse.s  is 
Occasionally  observed,  usually  attacking  the  frontal  and  ethmoidal 
ca\-ities  lirst,  and  later  the  anlriini  nf  Highmorc  and  the  sphenoidal, 
Gummata  invariably  originate  in  the  bone  and  not  in  the  mucosa. 
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Leucoplakia  Oris. 

Leucoplakia  oris,  sometimes  known  as  psoriasis  buccalis,  is  an 
oral  disorder  which  may  affect  the  entire  mouth,  but  is  usually  most 
marked  in  the  anterior  portions.  The  usual  site  is  upon  the  anterior 
half  of  the  surface  of  the  tongue  and  along  its  margin,  although 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  lips,  angle  of  the  mouth  and  cheeks 
are  sometimes  covered  by  these  bluish-white,  white,  opaline  or 
somewhat  yellowish  patches ;  in  addition  to  the  smooth  patches, 
either  shining  and  moist  or  dull  and  dry,  the  tongue  often  shows 
small  cracks  and  minute  ulcers. 

The  pathology  consists  in  passive  hyperemia  and  round-celled 
infiltration  of  the  mucosa  due  to  the  presence  of  inflammatory  irri- 
tation. The  covering  of  the  patches  is  made  up  mostly  of  hyper- 
plasia and  hyperkeratosis  of  the  epithelium. 

The  main  etiological  factor  is  syphilis;  here  leucoplakia  shows 
itself  in  the  recently  infected  cases.  W.  Erb  found  a  clear  histoiy 
of  syphilis  in  80  per  cent,  of  his  cases.  The  condition,  however,  is 
aggravated  and  prolonged  by  gastric  catarrh,  excessive  smoking 
and  by  nasal  secretions,  both  catarrhal  and  purulent.  It  is  con- 
sidered more  significant  when  occurring  upon  the  tongue,  many 
authorities  believing  that  the  epithelial  proliferation  has  a  tendency 
to  degenerate  into  cancer. 

There  are  no  distressing  symptoms,  only  slight  pain  being 
experienced  at  the  seat  of  the  lesions. 

The  treatment  is  chiefly  local ;  yet,  in  .some  cases,  tonic,  anti- 
luetic  or  other  constitutional  treatment  must  be  resorted  to.  Locally 
Leistikow  uses  the  following  paste:  Resorcin,  6  parts;  terra  siliceae, 
3  parts;  lard,  1  part;  this  is  applied  over  the  patches  with  a  swab  after 
eating  and  before  going  to  bed.  In  a  week  or  two  the  patches  are  said 
to  disappear.  Rinsing  the  mouth  frequently  with  an  alkaline  wash  is 
useful,  and,  to  overcome  the  hyperemia  caused  by  the  resorcin,  ap- 
plications of  balsam  of  Peru  are  recommended. 

In  obstinate  cases  Rosenberg  has  had  excellent  results  by  th« 
local  application  of  a  20  per  cent,  solution  of  iodid  of  potassium. 

To  avoid  the  evolution  of  this  disease  into  true  cancer  Perrii 
completely  extirpates  the  spots  or  patches  by  surgical  means. 


CHAPTER  XXXI. 


THE  INFLUF.XCE  OF  GENERAL  DISEASES  UPOX  THE 

E.\R,  NOSE  AND  THROAT. 

(Coalinued. ) 


DIPHTHERIA. 

General  Remarks. — Diphtheria  is  an  acute  contagious  disease, 
characterized  by  lii)rinous  exudate  which  is  produced  by  the  Klebs- 
l-ocflier  bacillus.  The  exudate  occurs  most  frequently  on  the 
tonsils,  soft  palate,  accessory  sinuses  and  larynx,  and  rarely  in  the 
middle  ear  or  external  auditory  canal.  In  severe  cases  the  mem- 
brane extend*  in  all  directions,  occasionally  involving  the  con- 
tiguous skin.  The  disease  rarely  occurs  primarily  in  the  external 
auditory  caniil. 

Etiology. — It  is  essentially  a  disease  of  childhood,  occurring 
chiefly  frcim  the  second  to  the  fifteenth  year,  the  proportion  being 
larger  from  tiie  secnd  to  the  fifth.  Inflammatory  cntarRement  of 
the  glands  composing  the  lymphoid  ring,  disease  of  the  mucosa  of 
the  nose,  throat,  and  mouth,  and  lowered  conditions  of  general  nutri- 
tion arc  predi5p05ing  factors.  The  specific  cause  of  the  disease  is 
the  Klebs-LoeAler  bacillus  (Fig.  287).  In  New  York  City  it  is 
most  prevalent  between  October  and  March.  The  disease  is 
universal  both  as  to  race  and  locality,  but  is  more  prevalent  among^ 
poorly  nourished  children  in  overcrowded  tenements.  Sunshine, 
fresh  air  and  good  sanitation  are  foes  to  the  diphtheria  bacillus. 

The  scarlatinal  sore  throat  is  usually  susceptible  to  the  Klebs- 
Loeffler  bacillus,  which  is  very  hardy  and  capable  of  living  many 
months  outside  rhe  body. 

Mode  of  Infection. — Infection  often  takes  place  through  clothes, 
instruments  and  uiensils,  in  which  the  germ  may  live  many  months. 
Likewise  it  persists  in  the  nose,  throat  and  mouth  long  after  the 
disease  has  disappeared  and  with  lillle.  if  any,  decrease  in  virulency. 
The  infection  is  transmitted  by  towels,  napkins,  clothing,  bedding, 
t>ooks,  rugs,  wall  paper,  and  cooking  utensils  in  use  about  diph- 
theritic patients,  and  may  be  conveyed  by  naturally  immune  attend- 
ants. Infection  may  thus  contaminate  the  milk  supply  and  cause 
the  disease  in  cats  and  dc^gs  as  well  as  in  individuals.  The  disease 
is  directly  conveyed  by  kissing,  inhaling  directly  from  tlxc  diph- 
theritic any  mucus  or  floating  particles  of  infection.  Solis-Cohen 
reports  27  cases  of  latent  diphtheria  with  mild  symptoms  of  tonsilli- 
tis and  phan.ngitis.  It  occurs  with  greater  frequency  through  con- 
taminated fond  than  through  inspired  air.  [diphtheria  appears 
either  in  epidemic,  endemic  nr  sporadic  form,  and  always  with  var\-- 
ing;  severity.  The  incubation  period  varies  from  twcntv-four  hours 
to  a  week — usually  from  tliree  to  four  days. 
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Pathology. — The  onset  of  the  disease  is  characterised  by 
hyperemia  and  round-cell  inliltratiun  in  the  mucous  mcmbrant!  and 
by  the  transudation  of  lymph.  The  characteristic  diphtheritic  mem- 
brane is  the  re^uIt  vi  coai^ulatiun  necrosis  uf  the  epithelial  layer  of 
the  mucous  nicinhranc,  which  i=  produced  by  the  toxin?.  The  diph- 
theritic membrane  ordinarily  extends  to  the  submucous  layer,  and 
only  in  severe  cases  does  it  reach  the  underlying  1 1ssue.  The 
coagulation  of  lymph  into  librin  makes  the  faUc  membrane  very 
ttrm  and  tenacious^  and  the  exudate  causes  the  membrane  to  be 
raised  above  the  surrounding  level. 

The  color  of  the  membrane  ranges  from  a  dirty  gray  when 
superficial  to  a  dark  green  or  black  when  the  deep  blood-vessels 
become  involved,  thus  cutting  off  nutrition  and  by  so  doing  pro- 


Fig.  287. — Diphthrria  or  Klrhn-l^tfflcr  bartllt.     Smear  drpoait. 
Lyeffler's  ilAiH.     r  Ltnharls-Broobt.) 

ducing  gangrene.  A  line  of  demarkation  appears  in  from  four  to 
six  days;  the  fibrin  becomes  granular;  epithelial  cells  disintegrate, 
and  the  membrane  separates  in  large  or  small  pieces.  If  the 
involvement  is  deep  an  ulcerating  surface  is  left.  There  is  more 
or  less  cervical  adenitis. 

Antitoxin  possesses  the  power  to  cut  short  the  membranous 
proliferation.  There  is  usually  no  extension  of  the  diphtheritic 
mcmi>rane  after  twelve  hours  from  the  time  of  injcctinii  anttt<.>xiD. 
and  as  a  rule  the  membranous  exudate  disappears  entirely  in  front 
lliirty-six  u*  forty-eight  hours  after  an  injection  of  antitoxin. 

Types  of  the  Disease. — (a)  S on-mfmbranouj!,  in  which  there  i* 
redness  and  infilirati«m  nf  the  mucosa  but  no  membranous  exudate. 
The  Klcbs-Locfiler  bacilli  arc  present  in  the  secrcii^ins. 

(M  Fibrinous  (Monti). — The  microscopic  findings  show  the 
Klebs-Loefilcr  bacilli  in  pure  culture  immixcd  with  other  patho~ 
gcnic  organisms.  The  membranous  exudate  may  be  localiicd.  or 
diffuse,  and  the  toxemia  mild  or  severe. 
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(r)  Mixed  Infections  (Monii). — In  this  type  there  is  severe 
inflammation  of  the  suhmucosa.  which  tends  to  necrosis  of  the 
(issues,  the  formation  of  phlegmon,  gangrene  and  i.>thcr  severe 
mantlci^tatjnns,  all  resulting  from  the  I'unibined  acliun  oi  the  toxins 
of  the  Klebs-l.oeftler  hacillus  and  other  pathogenic  organisms, 
notably  the  streptococci. 

DIPHTHERIA  OF  THE  EAR. 

Etiology. — Primary  di|thth(:ria  i>f  the  car  is  very  rare.  Otitis 
media  purulenta  acuta  occurs  in  10  per  cent,  of  all  cases  of  diph- 
theria (Duel),  and  it  shows  a  marked  tendency  to  become  chronic. 
When  the  purulent  otitis  continues  during  convalescence  from 
diphtheria  the  KIcbs-LoefHer  bacilli  are  generally  associated  with 
streptococci.  The  involvement  of  the  ear  is  more  frequent  in  the 
malignant  and  fatal  forms  of  the  disease.  In  the  latter  a  normal 
tym]>anum  is  seUIom  found.  In  25  fatal  cases  only  1  had  a  normal 
ear  (Siebcnmanri).  The  disease  usually  comes  on  at  the  height  of 
the  nasopharyngeal  process,  and  the  infective  bacteria  probably 
enter  the  tympanic  cavity  through  the  Eustachian  tube.  Diph- 
theritic bacilli,  once  in  the  ear,  are  liable  to  remain  for  a  h>ng  time, 
but  they  lose  much  of  their  virulence  after  the  subsidence  of  the 
acme  symptoms. 

Symptoms. — Otalgia  is  severe  and  tends  to  remain  several  days 
after  perforation  of  the  mcnibrana  tympant.  Perforation  of  the 
drum  is  very  rapid,  more  rapid  than  in  the  ordinary  acute  purulent 
cases,  and  the  tcmijcraturc  rise  is  IligUcr.  In  very  young  children 
cerebral  symptoms,  delirium  and  L-oiivulsimis  may  occur  at  the 
onset.  Enlarged  /"ervical  lymph  glands  are  more  common  than  in 
ordinary  purulent  otiti?;  media.  The  rapid  destruction  of  tlie  drum 
is  due  to  the  toxic  necrosis  induced  by  the  specific  bacteria,  which 
are  conducive  to  rapid  destructirm  of  these  tissues.  Occasionally, 
the  characteristic  membrane  may  be  visible  in  the  middle  ear,  and 
extend-*  outward  into  the  cxtcrn;il  auditory  catial.  It  can  be 
removed  only  with  force,  leaving  a  bleeding  surface.  The  dis- 
charge is  slight  during  the  iirst  few  days,  Init.  as  the  membrane 
separates,  it  becomes  ]>rofuse.  foul,  and  sometimes  bloody.  The 
mucous  membrane  of  the  tympanum  becomes  swollen,  red  and 
edematous.  Mastoiditis  and  other  serious  complications  are  com- 
paratively common  in  diphtheritic  otitis  media. 

Prognosis. — The  suppuration  is  prone  in  persist  and  to  become 
chrnnir  unless  terminated  by  appropriate  treatment.  Large,  per- 
manent perforations  in  the  drum  usually  result,  through  which 
fjranulatious  and  polypi  may  protrude.  The  suppuration  sometimes 
becomes  chronic,  with  resultant  bone  necrosis. 

Deafness  is  marked  during  the  acute  stage,  but  improves  as 
ihe  disease  subsides.  There  is  usually  a  moderate  residual  deaf- 
ness. Partial  or  total  deafness  remains  when  the  labyrinth  has 
been  seriously  involved,  and  when  occurring  in  infants  deaf-mutism 
may  thus  result.  Combined  with  scarlatina  the  process  is  usually 
more  destructive  and  the  involvement  more  extensive. 
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Treatment. — Aside  from  the  usual  antitoxin  and  general  meas- 
ures of  treatment,  ihorou^  paracentesis  should  be  performed  at 
the  first  sign  of  tympanic  pain.  Otherwise  the  treatment  is  thci 
same  as  in  ordinary  caf^es  of  otitis  media  purulenta  acuta.  An  im- 
portant prophylactic  measure  consists  in  cleansing  the  nose  ant 
throat  from  the  onset  of  the  diphtheritic  attack  with  hot  norma! 
salt  sotuti<^in,  as  frequently  as  i>  nccosary  to  keep  the  surfaces  clean. 
Tliis  will  often  prevent  the  extension  of  the  process  much  heyond, 
the  original  seat  of  the  disease. 

DIPHTHERIA  OF  THE  NOSE,  THROAT  AND  LARYKX. 

Symptoms. — There  are  hoth  local  and  constitutional  symptoms, 
the  latter,  evidently,  arising  from  the  effect  of  the  toxins  in  the 
general  circulation.  Among  the  constitutional  symptoms  fcvcr^^ 
muscular  weakness,  and  depression  are  prominent.  The  onset  ol 
the  disease  is  characterized  by  general  malaise,  loss  of  appetite,  audi 
sometimes,  vomiting.  Convulbiuns  sometimes  occur  in  infants, 
while  older  children  and  adults  do  not  complain  until  the  sensation 
ol  soreness  and  stiflfncss  appears  at  the  site  of  the  exudate.  The 
temperature  varies  from  101^  to  104"  during  the  first  three  or  foul 
days,  during  which  time  the  pulse  is  usually  accelerated. 

During  the  later  stages  the  pulse  may  become  slow,  irregulai 
or  intermittent,  on  account  of  cardiac  weakness. 

In  severe  forms  there  is  a  great  prostration,  delirium,  extremeli 
foul  odor,  dark  complexion,  extensive  cervical  adenitis,  and  dcati 
may  ensue  as  early  as  the  second  day. 

The   most   serious  complications  are   cervical   adenitis.   my< 
carditis,  endocarditis,  nephritis,  purulent  otitis  media  and  laryngc 
stenosis. 

Locally  there  arc  pain  and  soreness  around  the  inllaiued  niucoui 
areas  and  evidences  of  mechanical  obstruction  to  nasal  and  laryn- 
geal respiration  due  to  the  exudate.  The  odor  from  the  memo 
branous  exudate  is  foul  and  quite  characteristic. 


Nasal  Diphtheria. 

Diphtheria  of  the  nose  rarely  occurs  unaccompanied  by  phary 
geal  manifestations.  The  symptoms  peculiar  to  nasal  diphtheria 
are  as  follows:  At  the  onset  there  is  a  profuse  discharge  of  mui 
pus.  which  produces  excoriation  about  the  nostrils.  This  symptoi 
occurring  suddenly  in  young  children,  should  arouse  suspicion,  ai 
a  test  culture  should  be  taken. 

Upon  examination  the  characteristic  membranous  exudate  wtl 
be  found  upon  the  septum  or  turhinals,  and  as  ihe  disease  pi 
gresscs  the  discharge  becomes  blood-tinged  and  epistaxis  may  Tak( 
place.  There  is  a  tendency  to  mouth  breathing  and  the  breath  t| 
foul.  The  constitutional  symptoms  are  mild  if  the  anterior  portu 
of  the  nose  alone  is  involved.  Cervical  adenitis  is  common.  Tfal 
membrane  may  completely  fill  the  nostril,  and  spread  over 
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septum  and  inferior  turbinal.  As  this  separates,  complete  casts  of 
ilic  interior  of  the  nose  may  be  discharged.  An  ulcer  is  often  Left 
behind.  Middle-car  suppuration  is  a  common  complication  of  nasal 
diphtheria. 

Pharyngeal  Diphtheria. 

As  a  rule,  the  diphtheritic  membrane  develops  primarily  upon 
ihc  tonsils  and  extends  by  contiguity  lo  the  uvula,  soft  palate,  and 
pobicriur  pharyngeal  wall.  Patients  having  adenoids  and  diseased 
tonsils  are  not  only  more  liable  to  tlie  disease,  but  the  attacks  arc 
severer  and  complications  are  more  frequent. 

Examination.— A  thin,  grayish  membrane,  either  circumscribed 
or  in  patches,  appears  upon  the  tonsil,  pillars,  soft  palate,  or 
po.sterior  pharyngeal  wall  ('"'K-  288).  The  false  membrane  grad- 
ually becomes  thicker  and  hence  elevated  above  the  surrounding 
membrane.  The  patch  is  surroimded  by  a  narrow,  dark,  hyperemic 
zone,  and  during  the  early  stages  it  may  be  mistaken  for  lacunar 
lonsilliiis.  It  is  removed  with  difficulty,  and  a  bleeding  surface 
remains.    The  exudate  re-forms  rapidly. 

When  gangrenous,  the  exudate  becomes  greenish  or  black. 
Without  antitoxin  the  membrane  disappears  in  from  live  to  twelve 
days.  The  edges  gradually  separate  and  curl  up  and  large  pieces 
break  away,  leaving  ulcers.  In  every  suspected  case  a  culture 
should  be  taken  from  the  secretions  of  the  diseased  area  for 
labgratorv  examination. 


Laryngeal  Diphtheria. 

Laryngeal  diphtheria  usually  occurs  as  a  secondary  manifcsta* 
tion  of  either  the  nasal  or  pharyngeal  types,  and  is  characterized  by 
a  dr>',  cruupy  cough  and  a  hoarse  voice.  In  severe  cases,  with 
extensive  areas  of  exudate,  dyspnea  rapidly  ensues,  the  voice  is  lost, 
and  impeded  or  stridulous  respiration  is  observed.  Tbi.s  in  accom- 
panied by  extreme  restlessness,  tenseness  of  the  sternocleido- 
mastoids, retraction  above  and  below  the  clavicles  and  of  the 
diaphragmatic  portions  of  the  chest  during  inspiration  and  cyanosis 
unless  relief  is  obtained,  otherwise  a  fatal  issue  ensues. 

In  favorable  cases  the  membrane  is  circumscribed  and  remains 
so  until  it  gradually  exfoliates.  The  disappearance  of  the  exudate 
marks  the  gradual  subsidence  of  the  laryngeal  symptoms. 

Differential  Diagnosis. — Streptococcic  tonsillitis  is  common  in 
scarlet  fever,  measles  and  other  infections.  The  exudate  in  these 
cases  tends  to  coalesce  and  form  a  membrane  which  in  appearance 
is  similar  to  that  of  diphtheria.  Bacteriolt^ical  diagnosis  often 
becomes  the  sole  criterion. 

The  mucous  patch  of  syphilis  differs  from  diphtheritic  exudate 
as  follows:  It  is  thin,  non-adhereni.  with  slight  or  no  elevation 
above  the  surrounding  mucosa.  Its  duration  is  without  definite 
limitations,  there  is  lack  of  acute  constitutional  symptoms,  and 
there  is  the  added  pr<sencc  of  other  specific  symptoms  of  syphilis. 
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Pharyngeal  mycosis  differs  from  diplitheria  by  being  a  non*^ 
inflammatory  condition,  with  no  constitutional  symptoms.     The 
conical  projections  are  characteristic.     On  examination   with  the 
microscope  the  Mycelium  tcptotUrix  huccoiis  is  f(»und. 

Prognosis. — In  uncomplicated  iia'^al  and  pbarynRcal  diplitUcria 
in  patitiils  subjected  to  antitoxin  during  the  brat  Ibrcc  days  the 
prognosis  is  good,  the  death  rate  n^t  exceeding  4  to  10  per  ccnu 
Atild  cases  may  suddenly  become  virulent,  or  fatal  complicaiioiu, 
may  quickly  terminate  in  death. 

The  prognosis  is  influenced  by  the  cliaraclcr  of  llic  epidcnti< 
the  prevailing  type  of  tlic  disease,  the  condition  and  surrouiidin^tj 
of  llie  patient,  the  age  of  the  patient,  the  laryngeal  type,  and  by 
such  complications  as  glandular  involvement,  cardiac  lailure,  cpis-J 
taxis,  gangrene,  and  bronchopneumonia. 
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TREATMENT  OP  DIPHTHERIA, 

The  treatment  of  diphtheria  is  considered  under  four  headings: 
1,  prophylactic;  2,  hygienic  and  dietetic;  3,  constitutional;  4,  IrMral. 

Prophylactic. — The  virulence  of  the  diphtheritic  bacillus   has, 
become  well  known  as  a  result  of  the  bacteriological  studies  ol 
recent  years.    The  Klcbs-Loef^ler  bacillus  ts  found  in  the  upper  air^ 
passages  for  long  periods  after  all  constitutional  symptoms  of  the 
dkease  have  passed  away.    Nurses  and  other  attendants  of  <liph*j 
thcritic  patients  may  likewise  convey  the  gemi!*  without  constitu- 
tional or  marked  local  symptoms  of  the  disease.    Prophylaxis,  there-' 
fore,  becnmes  an  important  phase  in  the  ireatment. 

Isolation   is   the   key  to   this   situation.      Diphtheria   patients 
should  remain  in  quarantine  until  the  cultures  no  longer  show  the 
specific   bacilli,   in   order   to    prevent    the    spread   of   the   discascj 
Immunization  is  now  a  recognized  preventive  measure.    Immuniza- 
tion doses  of  antitoxin  arc  now  administered  to  members  of  tb< 
family,  nurses  or  other  attendants  who  have  be*-n  in  close  eontaci 
with  the  victim  of  the  disease.     An  outbreak  of  diphtheria  in 
hospital  ward,  asylum  or  schoolroom  calls  for  ttie  removal  of  the 
patient,  the  t^cgrcgation  of  all  who  have  been  exposed,  and  mean- 
while tlic  entire  number  should  receive  immunizing  injections  a( 
from  50  to  500  units  of  antitoxin,  according  to  age.    The  ward  or^ 
scliofdroom,  including  all  utensils,  bedding,  clothing,  books,  ctCiH 
should  be  fumigated  according  to  the  methods  hereinafter  describwl     ' 
undtr  the  heading  "Hygienic  Treatment." 

Inasmuch  as  the  nasopharynx  Is  often  the  seat  of  hypertrophied 
tonsils  and  adenoids,  which  predispose  to  attacks  of  diphthi^ria  on 
account  of  the  admirable  s<'il  which  they  furnish  for  the  growth  of. 
the  KIcb'i-l.ncflkr  bacilli,  it  is  a  wise  precaution,  as  a  preventive 
measure,  to  have  them  removed  at  the  proper  time  <  Chapters  XLIII. 
XLVi),  but  never  during  any  period  when  the  nasopharyn 
tissue  is  the  scat  of  infecljon. 

Nurses  and  attendants  of  diphtheritic  patients  should  make 
frequent  use  of  sprays  or  gargles  of  normal  tf  It  solution  or  dilute 
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alcohol,  in  order  lo  remove  all  retained  infective  secretions.  In  the 
throat  1 :  5000  solution  of  bichlorid  uf  mercury  may  ha\'e  some 
hactcricidal  erTcci.  provitiing  care  is  u^ed  not  lo  swallow  the  fluid. 

Hygienic  and  Dietetic  Treatment. — The  di|ihtherilic  patient 
should,  whenever  possible,  be  placed  in  a  lar^^c,  well-vtintilatcd 
roam  that  is  free  from  unnecessary  drafts.  A  constant  and  liberal 
supply  of  fresh  air  is  a  valuable  adjunct  in  the  treatment  of  this 
disease.  Floor  rovcrinps,  books,  pictures  and  all  other  movable 
articles  which  are  not  nctded  are  to  be  removed.  The  temperature 
should  be  maintained  at  from  60°  tu  72°.  A  constant  flow  oi  steam 
from  a  croup  ktttle  serves  to  keep  the  air  moist. 

Smalt  squares  of  gau/.e  or  pieces  of  old  cotton  or  linen  which 
may  be  immc<lialcly  burned  should  be  substituted  for  handkerchiefs 
for  the  reception  of  all  discharges  from  the  nose  and  throat.  All 
nightgowns,  towels,  and  bcdiinen  should  he  immersed  in  a  solution 
composed  of  6  ounces  of  carbolic  acid  to  2  gallons  of  hot  water,  and 
then  boiled  in  soapsuds  for  one  hour.  AU  patients  with  diphtheria 
should  be  given  a  sponge  hath  with  tepid  water  twice  a  day,  after 
which  the  body  should  be  rubbed  briskly  with  alcohol.  The  hands 
of  the  attendants  and  physicians  should  be  thoroughly  scrtibhcd 
with  green  soap  and  afterward  immersed  in  a  bichlorid  of  mercury 
solution  1 :  1000. 

The  table  utensils  used  by  the  patient  are  to  remain  in  the  sick- 
room and  be  washed  in  a  carbolic  solution  and  then  in  soapsuds. 
The  attending  physician  and  nurses  should  protect  their  clothing" 
by  wearing  long  gowns  kept  jusi  outside  the  patient's  room.  After 
convalescence  the  patient  should  receive  a  hot  soapsuds  bath,  in- 
cluding the  hair  and  scalp,  and  all  contaminated  clothing  exchanged 
for  fresh  garments.  The  room  should  then  be  turned  over  to  the 
health  authorities  for  disinfection,  according  to  approved  methods. 

DtETETic. — It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  maintain  the 
tissues  of  the  body  by  proper  food.  Any  food  which  ]nay  be  easily 
digested  and  assimilaicd  is  admissible  to  the  diphtheritic  patient. 
Peptonized  milk  stands  at  the  head  of  the  list  of  nutritive  foods  for 
diphtheritic  patients.  It  may  he  dihitcd  with  thoroughly  cooked 
oatmeal,  barley,  or  rice.  Older  children  may  occasionaHy  take  a 
raw  eg|f  beaten  up  in  milk.  Buttermilk  and  zoolak  are  nutritive 
"  id  easily  assimilated.  Animal  broths  may  be  substituted  whcn- 
ifer  milk  is  not  well  borne,  or  administered  as  a  change  of  diet, 
^cid  fniits,  oranges,  grapes,  lemons  and  cranberries  are  usually 
well  borne.  It  is  sometimes  necessary  to  resort  to  rectal  feeding 
where  intubation  has  been  performed,  and  the  following  formula  is 
reeommendrd:  Peptonized  milk,  1  (mure;  laiidaniim,  1  cubic 
millimetre.     To  this  may  be  added  the  yolk  of  a  raw  egg  if  desired. 

Constitutional  Treatment. — The  antitoxin  treatment  of  diph- 
theria has  long  since  passed  the  stage  of  experiment,  and.  therefore, 
no  longer  needs  defense.  It  is  most  effective  when  administered 
during  the  early  stages  of  the  disease — that  is,  before  the  end  of  the 
third  day.  A  favored  method  of  administration  is  by  hypodermic, 
although  it  has  been  made  use  of  per  os  and  per  rectum.     Hypo- 
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dermal ically,  it  is  now  administcrrd  by  means  of  a  special  syringe,^ 
the  g'lass  barrel  of  which  contains  the  dose  of  antitoxin,  ^eat  care 
being  exercised  in  sterilizing  the  syringe,  needle,  the  skin  of  ibe 
patient    and   the   physician's    hands.      In    this    manner    secondary 
abscess  formations  at  the  scat  of  the  puncture  are  prevented- 

The  following  (Fig.  289)  is  a  copy  of  the  prmied  directions 
and  cut  of  the  syringe  which  is  furnished  by  the  health  department 
of  the  City  of  New  Vork: — 
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Fig.  289.— .\iilii03tin  syringe. 

Site  of  tn}ceUaH,—.\  pnrlion  of  the  b<Kly  \%  gcnrraltr  »clci:trc!  whcne 
tbrrc  is  much  lousr  suKiiLitivuus  iis»uc,  aiKl  the  injection  made  directly 
under  the  skin.  The  rcuion  of  the  back  on  either  side  below  ihr  KaraU 
and  above  the  border  of  the  ilium  o^ers  poiaihl)-  Ihr  tiest  sitf.  The  akin 
»hoiild  lir  tlioruughly  washed  with  su«p  and  water,  afterward  with  a  dib- 
infcctanl.  und  last  with  alcohol. 

DireilwMS  for  Oferoltng  Syringe. — After  preparing  tb«  site  on  the 
patient  for  inj^irtlnn.  romnvc  pa|>cr  wrapping  from  sltort  end  of  iiredle 
(lcavii)K  Ihc  Ions  riid  of  the  needle  wrapped  fur  pr>rie<.-ti'Mi  k  ;ind  forL's 
the  fthort  end  tluouKh  rubti^r  siopi>er  of  ihe  ayrtitKc  I'j  the  hub.  Then 
remove  wire  and  paper  wrapping  from  long  end  of  needle,  and.  holding 
lh«  ftyringe  in  a  perpetidiLular  |M>iiti(H)  with  needle  eln-uletl,  expel  the  ftjr. 
The  syrin&e  i»  then  ready  for  the  operation,  all  pans  of  ft  havini  been 
ttKiriiughly  sleHlized  in  the  laboratory. 


I 


Toe  Dose  REQuritED. — The  dose  of  antitoxin  depends  upon  thi 
severity  of  the  attack  and  the  age  of  the  patient.    Children  from  nn< 
to  five  years  of  age  u.suaHy  require  a  primary  dost  of  from  1: 
to  3000  units.     Older  children  should   receive  from  3000  to 
units,  and,  in  unusually  severe  toxemic  cases  with  cxten<iive  pseodf 
membrane  and  cer\'ical  lymph  gland  enlargement,  an  inilial  di»»c  o 
10,000  units  may  be  injected.     Visible  improvement  i$  indicated^ 
by  the  fclougbing  of  the  pseudomembrane,  improvement  in  appear-j 
ance   and  appetite,  and   lower  temperature.      Whenever   no   suci 
improvement  takes  place  after  from  twelve  to  twenty-four  hours, 
second  but  minimum  do*c  should  be  administered.    Free  purgatir 
at    the    commencement   of   the   disease    either   with    castor-oil    oi 
calomel  is  favored. 

The  antitoxin  treatment  is  more  favorable  when  only  the  Klchs 
Uocfllcr  infccti«'>n  is  present.     Mixed  infections  are  less  amenable  1( 
its  effects.     Marked  strcptococccmia  in  addition  to  general   dipU-J 
tberia  creates  an  unfavorable  prognosis,  inasmuch  as  the  antitoxii 
produces  no  effect  upon  the  streptococcic  in^-asion. 

It  is  important  to  closely  watch  the  condition  of  the  heart 
evinced  by  the  pulse  during  the  course  of  an  attack  of  dipinlicru 
Evidences  of  cardiac  weakness  may  appear  at  any  time.    The  pulse* 
may  be  cither  rapid,  irregular,  intermittent  or  unduly  slow,  the 
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tatter  being  the  most  common.  At  tlie  first  sign  oE  heart-failure,  all 
annecessary  exertion  on  the  part  of  ihe  patient  should  be  inter- 
dicted. He  should  remain  in  bed  and  not  be  allowed  to  rise  for  any 
purpuse,  and  all  excitement  avoided.  The  dipliliieritic  toxins  tend 
to  produce  a  depressing  effect  upon  the  heart.  Stimulants,  there- 
fore, shmild  be  commenced  upon  the  tirst  e%*idence  of  cardiac  weak- 
ness. Whiskey  and  strychnia  are  the  remedies  commonly  employed 
for  this  purpose.  They  arc  well  borne  both  by  children  and  adults. 
From  30  drops  to  2  leaspoonfuls  of  whi.skey,  and  from  V200  to  Veo 


Im  E^'^^1 '•  ^^N 


tm.  £M. — Alclhod  of  na^il  syrini^inK  employed  in  the  contagions 
cases  of  ilie  Riverside  Hospital,    (i-isclicr.} 


of  a  grain  of  strychnia,  according  to  the  patient's  age,  i^  the  proper 
dosage.    Tokay  wine,  cliampagne  and  coffee  are  often  well  borne. 

Treatment  of  the  postdiphtheritic  paralysis  consists  in  the 
adminiiiiration  of  small  duses  of  strychnia,  forced  nutrition  and 
moderate  exercise  in  the  open  air.  This  form  of  paralysis  is  seU- 
Itmitcd.  but  a  cnrc  is  hasient-d  by  these  measures.  Nephritis  and 
cardiac  complications  should  receive  the  skilled  treatment  of 
internal  mc<licine  practitioner?. 

Local  Treatment  (a)  Nasal  Diphlheria. — In  addition  to  meas- 
ures employed  for  the  general  elimination  of  the  to-^ic  elements  of 
the  disease  through  ihc  bowels,  kidneys,  and  skin,  local  measures 
prove  most  beneficial.  It  is  important  to  remove  all  surphi*  secre- 
tion from  the  nasal  cavity  at  frequent  inter^'als,  for  the  purpose  of 
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maintaining  nasil  respiration,  and.  further,  to  remove  all  retaincil 
loxic  elemcni.v,  wliicli  arc  conimonly  associated  witli  tlie  Klt-bs- 
Loefller  bacillus  in  the  nasal  cavity.  'I'he  diphtheritic  membrane  is 
not  easily  removed,  and  undue  force  should  never  be  emt>l«iycd  for 
ibis  purpose.  W'liencver  it  is  thought  necessary  to  remove  ihc 
accumulated  exudate  from  the  nose  it  ^ihould  be  done  hy  means  uf 
the  douche  Ijag  in  the  following  manner  {Fig.  290) : — 

The  child  is  first  wrapped  in  a  blanket  with  the  arms  so  pinned 
that  struggle  i^  impossible,  and  i^  ihen  laid  u|)on  the  side  with  the 
head  slightly  lower  than  the  body,  Kinployni^  a  2-quart  fuxnnaiit 
syringe  with  a  glass  or  hard-nibber  nozxic  and  tUk-d  witli  a  normal 


inL 
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Fig.  291. — O'Dwyet's  set  of  intubation  instruments. 

'$|lt  solution,  or  j^  per  cent,  solution  of  permanganate  of  potash,  at 
abotit  115"  temperature,  the  upper  nostril  is  thoroughly  u-ashcd. 
by  raising  the  bag  from  1  to  5  feet  above  the  child's  head.  Follow- 
ing this  suggestion  in  detail,  the  solution,  instead  of  ninninit;  into 
the  nasopharynx,  flow*!  out  through  the  opposite  nostril.  The 
procedure  is  then  repeated  upon  the  opposite  side,  after  reversing' 
the  position  of  the  child.  In  .severe  cases  the  nasal  caviiie<i  should 
be  douched  from  four  to  eight  times  a  day.  L'nlcss  previously 
trained  to  the  use  of  sprays,  the  child  will  rebel  during  the  brst  few 
treatments,  hut  finally  submits  with  good  grace. 

(b)  Pharyngfal  IHphthcria. — The  forcible  rcmo\*al  of  the  diph- 
theritic membrane  from  the  oropharynx  is  a  harmful  measure.  In 
all  cases,  especially  the  severe  types  which  are  characterized  by 
extensive   exudate  with  retained  secretions  and   mixed   iuicction. 
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much  relief  is  obtained  by  washing  the  surfaces  with  hot  saline 
solution.  Here,  also,  the  douche  is  m(jrc  cfficaciims  than  the  spray 
or  gargle-  The  same  solutions  may  be  employed  and  in  tlie  same 
manner  as  shown  in  the  previous  paragraph  and  illustrated  in  Fig. 
2yO,  exce[it  that  the  niouih  should  be  widely  opened  and  the  fluid 
allowed  to  thoroughly  wash  the  oropharyngeal  surfaces.  A  tract- 
able child,  lying  on  the  side  wiiii  the  mouth  wide  open,  often  even 
without  the  aid  of  a  tongue  depressor,  submits  to  thorough  washing 
of  the  oropiiarynx  by  the  above  nicihnd. 

In  the  treatment  of  obstreperous  patients,  who  resist  all  eflforts 
to  douche  or  swab  the  throat,  it  is  wiser  to  abandon  these  local 
measures  than  to  persist  at  the  expense  of  exhaustion  or  undue 
strain  upon  the  heart.  Of  the  so-called  solvents  of  tlie  dijjhllieritic 
membrane  none  have  any  marked  effect.  There  seems  to  he  some 
tfficacy  in  stcanilng  the  nose  and  nasopharynx  with  a  2  per  cent. 
sulphurous  acid  <ioiution. 


Fig,  292 — The  niumiiiy  h:ittil:tEC,  &howinK  child  in  proper  position 
for  the  dorsal  mtlhod  oi  intiiUaiiOH.  All  inslniinenl.'i  rei\mrei\  an-  rare- 
iuUy  arranged.     {Fischer.} 


It  is  generally  conceded  that  the  local  measures  above  de- 
rribcd,  whereby  the  septic  secretions  are  prom|)tIy  removed  from 
fthc  nose  and  nasopharynx,  serve  to  minimize  the  tendency  to 
toxemia  and  to  lyniphadcnitis. 

({■)  Laryngeal  Type. — At  the  onset  of  an  attack  of  larj'ngeal 
diphtheria  the  patient  should  be  sut>iccted  to  the  continuous  use 
of  steam  inhalations  by  being  placed  under  a  tent  erected  over  the 
bed  or  cot.  underneath  which  a  croup  kettle  is  kept  boiling.  Marked 
relief  is  sometimes  obtained  by  fumigating  10  grains  of  calomel 
underneath  the  tent.  F.melics  are  to  be  avoided  when  the  heart 
action  is  weak.  In  mild  cases  which  are  early  submitted  to  the 
antitoxin  and  steam  inhalation  treatment  the  membrane  exfoliate:* 
without  serious  symptoms  of  obstructed  respiration. 

The  early  adminisiratimi  of  antitoxin  has  largely  reduced  the 
mortality  from  laryngeal  diphtheria,  and  minimized  the  proportion 
of  cases  requiring  intubation  or  tracheotomy.  For  the  relief  of 
larjngea!  stenosis  induced  by  diphtheria,  intubation  as  devised  by 
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the  late  Joseph  O'Dwycr  has  larfi:cly  smperseded  tracheotomy,  the 
latter  beiii^  employed  only  when  intal«iti<in  tubes  arc  not  at  hand, 
when  the  laryngeal  edema  is  widespread,  and  in  cases  of  mem- 
hranous  exudate  in  the  lower  tracheal  tract. 

Intubation. — Intubation  is  employed  for  the  relief  o(  larj-n^^eal 
stenosis,  Uie  chief  symptoms  of  which  are  obstructed  breathing, 
cyanosis,  retraction  at  the  clavicles  and  epigastriura.  and  failing^ 
pulse.  The  indications  (or  intubation  according  lo  O'Owyer  are 
''marked  by  a  more  or  less  sinking  in  of  the  yieldinj;  portinnjt  of  the 
cbe»t,  lower  ribs  and  sternum,  epistcrnal  notch  and  supraclavicular 


Pig.  293.— Inlul>a;^<    '       i    ■  ■-.  ."  r  r:ii<:iiii;  the  lift  ri  the  rpiglonb. 

The  tultc  ifuitkil  iiluiig  the  iinjj'cr.    Urigiiial.     (ftsiher.) 


regions  during  inspiration.    Recessions  at  the  root  of  the  neck  are 
more  sijrnificant  than  those  below,  as  violent  contractions  of  thej^ 
diaphragm   aid    in   drawing    in    the    free   border   of   the    ribs  and^| 
sternum."    "Abiding  cyanosis  is  too  late  a  symptom  to  wait  for."      ' 
"Children  sometimes  remain  long  in  one  position  when  sufi'ering 
severely  from  want  of  breath,  and  continued  restlessness,  if  con- 
sciousness be  unimpaired  is,  therefore,  an  important  indication  that 
it  is  time  to  afford  relief." 

O'Dwyer's  set  of  intubation  tubes  ^see  Fig.  2^)1)  and  acces- 
sories are  necessary  for  the  performance  of  iniubaiion,  the  sizes 
of  the  intubation  tube*'  bciny  yivcn  accordiuK  to  a  scale  of  ages. 
The  operation  is  performed  either  by  tlie  dorsal  method  or  upright 


DIPHTHERIA. 


461 


method,  tiie  former  being  employed  by  the  attendants  at  the  Willard 
Parker  Hospital,  of  New  York  Ciiy.  'J'lic  dorsal  nurtliod  of  imuba- 
tinn  possesses  the  advantage  of  requiring  less  assistance,  and  ai  the 
same  tinie  beiny  more  available  in  emergeni-ies. 

The  child  is  placed  fiat  upon  the  back  (I'ig.  292),  the  arms  and 
legs  being  firmly  held  in  jilacc  by  wrapping-  in  a  blanket.  A  mouth 
gag  is  inserted  between  the  jaw*  on  the  left  side,  and  the  ntirse 
holds  the  liead  firmly.    The  operator  stands  upon  the  patient's  right 


I'ig.  2M.— Intubation.     Th*  tube  )>Bssingr  the   cpiglonis,     Enlcring 
the  larjnx.     Original,      {fisthtr.} 


side  and  introduces  the  left  forefinger  until  able  to  elevate  and  fix 
the  epiglottis  (Fig.  2*^3).  It  now  becomes  a  simple  procedure  to 
introduce  the  lube  with  the  right  hand  and  insert  it  into  the  ititerior 
o(  the  larynx  i.Fig.  294).  A  partial  description  quoted  from 
O'Dwyer's  method  in  the  upright  position  is  herewith  appended. 
The  nurse  is  seated  on  a  low,  straight-backed  chair,  and  the 
patient's  amis  K^ccured  to  his  side  by  a  sheet  passed  around  the 
body.  He  is  placed  on  the  lap.  with  the  head  resting  on  the  left 
shoulder  of  the  nurse.  The  gag  is  then  inserted  well  back  between 
the  teeth  and  the  left  angle  of  the  mouth  and  opened  widely.  An 
assistant  stands  behind  the  patient  and  liolda  the  head  hrmly  by 
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placing  one  hand  at  either  side,  and  at  the  same  time  slightly 
elevates  the  chin.  The  operator  stands  in  front  of  the  patient, 
holding  the  intnulucer  in  the  riglit  hand,  the  thumb  resiintr  just 
behind  the  Icnuh  that  serves  to  detach  the  tube.  The  index  finger 
o(  the  left  hand  is  carried  well  di)\vn  in  the  pharynx  in  J  nirdian 
line,  raiding  and  fixing  the  epiglottis,  while  the  tube  i's  carried  aloog 
the  side  inio  the  larynx.  I'he  distal  exircmiiy  i)t  the  tube  should 
be  kept  in  contact  with  the  6ngcr  and  even  striking  it  a  little 
obliquely  loward  the  rtjjh!  .side  of  the  larynx  if  necessary  to  get 
inside  the  left  aryepiglottic  fold,  especially  in  young-  chiJdrea.    As 


Fig.  295. — Ciisjtcllicrry  method  of  feeding.     iPucher.t 

soon  as  the  cannula  is  inserted,  the  introducer,  with  obturator 
attached,  h  withdrawn  by  presi^in];  fnrward  the  button  on  the  upper 
surface  while  counierpressure  is  made  with  the  index  finger  on  the 
trigger  beneath.  1'n  prevent  the  tube  from  bvin?  also  withdrawn 
the  left  finger  must  he  kept  in  contact  with  iis  left  shoulder.  The 
tube  should  be  carried  well  down  in  the  larynx  before  detaching. 
The  gag  is  removed  as  soon  as  the  tube  is  in  jilace.  but  the  ^irinsf 
is  allowed  to  remain  in  place  until  certain  that  dyspnea  is  reUevrd. 
In  removing  the  string  the  finger  must  be  reinserted  to  hold  the 
tube  down.  A  characteristic  cough  follows  immediately  whenever 
the  tube  has  been  properly  inserted,  and  during  the  paroxysm 
mucus  and  mucopus  arc  freely  expelled.    The  must  marked  indica- 
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lion  that  the  tube  has  been  properly  inserted  is  found  in  the  almost 
instantaneous  relief  of  all  symptoms  of  stenosis. 

The  introduction  of  tlie  tube  should  invariably  he  performed 
without  the  employment  of  any  force  whatever.  Quick  intubation 
requires  that  the  operator  make  certain  of  the  position  of  the  epi- 
glottis, liold  the  tnbc  exactly  in  the  median  line,  and  bear  in  mind 
the  difficulties  it  must  overcome  in  order  to  reach  the  lar\'nx. 

The  most  common  accident  during  intubation  is  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  tube  into  the  €s»j])haKus,    Cases  also  have  been  reported 


Fir.  2Wi. — Rxtuliation.  First  sieji.  Gag  in  pnsjtjon.  Kxlractur  i» 
guid«(i  aloiiK  ihe  left  index  tiiiuer  until  the  beak  eiutr»  tiic  lumen  uf  the 
tube.    Original,    (fiteher.) 

wherein  the  membrane  was  pushed  downward  by  the  tube  without 
relief  of  the  stenosis,  rcquirini;  a  reintroduction. 

The  American  PcHiatric  Society's  collective  in  ve*;  ligations 
show  a  mortality  of  21  per  cent,  in  laryngeal  diphtheria  or  croup, 
and  27.24  per  cent,  in  iniiibated  cases  combined  with  antitoxin. 

Intubation  in  Chronic  Stenosis. — It  is  proper  here  to  mention 
the  uses  pf  intubation  for  chronic  ^tenoRis  and  for  laryng^eal  papillo- 
mata.  O'Dwycr  mentions  the  use  of  intubation  in  chronic  stenosis: 
1.  for  cicatricial  stenosis  due  to  injury  from  syphilis  and  trauma- 
tism; 2,  narrowing'  of  the  space  both  below  and  alK)vc  the  vocal 
bands  from  the  products  of  intlammation — simple,  tuberculous, 
specific,  malignaru,  liyi>ertropliic,  and  pachydermia  laryngis;  3,  for 
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the  cure  of  granulations  resulting  from  long-continued  wearing  of  a 
tracheal  cannula;  4,  in  papillomata  of  the  larynx;  5,  defonuities  of 
the  larynx  from  injury  or  (lisca.«^;  6.  ankylosis  of  tlie  cricoarytenoid 
articulation,  and  arthritis  deformans  of  the  same  part;  7,  aphonia 
spastica. 

After  the  introduction  of  the  tube  the  child  should  be  returned 
to  bed  and  ihc  ^teani  inhalations  continued.  As  the  membrane 
separates  and  ihc  swelling  of  the  mucosa  subsides,  the  tube  is  prone 
to  loosen  and  become  expelled  during  coughing.    Should  the  tube 


li^ 


rig.  297. — Extuliaiion.    Second  step,    The  htiV  of  the  extractor  holding  the 
inbc  rimil>  ;  Ihf  dpcntlur  »nthdra»»  ihi-  tube,    OriniiiJil.     (fiSihrr) 


slip  downward  into  the  trachea  an  immediate  traclieotomy  becomes 
necessary,  throuj;li  which  the  tube  is  easily  removed. 

Feeding  after  Intubation. — Several  plans  have  l>ecn  devised  by 
clinical  ()liservers  for  feeding  ciiihlren  who  have  been  intubated 
on  account  of  the  discomfort  ari><ing  from  the  liability  of  liquids 
to  enter  the  trachea.  Whenever  possible  mouth  feeding  is  prefer- 
able, and  semisolid  food  like  custard,  junket,  milk  toast,  cornstarch, 
rice  pudding.  soft-lM>iled  cf^s,  concentrated  broths,  jellies,  water 
ices  and  ice-cream  may  l>e  administered.  Gavage  and  rectal  feeding  i 
are  extremely  distasteful  to  most  patients.  The  Casselberry  nieUioa 
(Fig.  295)  is  usually  employed. 
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£xtubation. — Aboul  six  days  afler  the  onset  of  the  laryngeal 
ubsiructiiiii,  providing  respiration  has  been  free  during  the  preced- 
ing two  days,  it  i< generally  sate  to  remove  the  tube.  Mcvcr,  how- 
ever, withnul  watching  the  patient  for  at  least  an  hour  after  extu- 
bating.  inasmuch  as  the  laryngeal  mucosa  sometimes  swells  siifli- 
iCiently  to  demand  rcintubaiion.  A  case  occurred  in  the  Willard 
pParkcr  Hospital  where  a  tube  was  reintroduced  forty  limes  during 
the  cour<!c  of  the  disease. 

To  extubale.  ihc  patient  is  prepared  precisely  as  for  intubation. 
The  left  linger  is  introduced  until  it  comes  in  contact  with  the 
tube.  The  extubalor,  held  in  the  right  hand,  is  guided  along  the 
finger  until  its  beak  enters  the  lumen  uf  ilie  tube  (I'ig-  296).  I'irm 
pressure  is  then  made  on  the  lever  of  the  extubator,  with  the  right 
thumb  and  the  tube  lifted  upward  about  one  inch  and  then  care- 
fully withdrawn  frcim  the  throat  (.Tig.  -''ri. 


I-ig.  2W, — A  tracheotnniy  tube. 

Tracheotomy, — ^Vllenever  the  obstruction  to  the  respiration  is 
below  the  larviix  or  above  the  level  of  the  cords,  or  becomes  so 
great  within  the  larynx  itself  tliat  the  tube  cannot  be  introduced, 
tracheotomy  furnishes  the  only  means  of  relief.  Cases  of  this  type 
are  invariably  severe  and  many  fatalities  from  bronchopneumonia 
or  toxemia  are  recorded. 

The  indications  having  been  heretofore  defined,  the  operation 
Is  performed  as  follows:  Jacfcsnn  advocates  the  Schlcich  infiltra- 
tion anestliesia  wiih  the  patient  in  the  Trendelenburg  position, 
which  position  should  be  maintained  for  twenty-four  hours  subse- 
quent to  the  oiicraii'in. 

The  high  tracheotomy  operation  h  preferable  to  the  trache- 
otomie  jnfcricur  of  Trousseau,  the  hemorrhage  in  the  former 
t>eing  much  less.  In  performing  high  tracheotomy  the  usual 
aseptic  precautions  should  be  maintained  in  all  particulars.  After 
locating  the  cricoid  cartilage  with  the  fingers  of  the  left  hand  the 
entire  larynx  is  held  firmly  while  the  skin  and  subcutaneous  tissues 
arc  incised  in  the  median  line  down  to  the  outer  surface  of  the 
trachea.  If  time  permits  all  bleeding  points  should  mnv  be  ligatured 
before  opening  the  trachea.  \\"henever  suffocation  is  imminent  the 
hemorrhage  may  be  partially  eontrollcd  by  the  pressure  of  re- 
tractors. 

30 
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Incision  is  now  made  through  the  two  or  three  upper  rings  of 
the  trachea.  The  aperture  is  held  open,  either  by  means  of  the 
dilator  or  by  the  introduction  of  a  heavy  probe  or  elevator,  and  the 
cannula  (Fig.  298)  slipped  into  position.  Proper  introduction  of 
the  cannula  immediately  causes  a  characteristic  reflex  cough, 
which  forces  quantities  of  blood  and  other  secretions  through  the 
tube,  and  suflfocation  is  at  once  relieved  {Fig.  299).  The  cannula 
is  now  carefully  secured  by  tapes  tied  around  the  patient's  neck. 

There  are  certain  difficulties  which  attend  the  operation  of 
tracheotomy,  the  chief  of  which  are  hemorrhage,  a  too  small  inci- 
sion, asphyxiation  either  from  obstruction  to  tlie  cannula  or  dis- 


Fig.  299.— Lntcral  viiw  of  llic  trailuofiniy  Iiitic  in  pusiliou. 


lodged  membrane,  and  numerous  complications  in  the  form  of  infec- 
tion of  the  tracheal  wound,  septic  |)ncumonia,  ulcerations  of  the 
trachea,  and  erysi[)elas  are  sometimes  observed.  Incidentally,  the 
tracheotomy  tubes  commnnly  sold  are  \')u  sliort  for  adult.s;  there- 
fore, tile  surgeon  should  keep  the  larger  sizes  and  shapes  on  hand. 
After-treatment. — The  surfaces  around  the  tracheal  wound 
sliould  i)e  lightly  packed  with  sterile  gauze,  the  patient  placed  in 
lied  with  the  head  lowered,  and  one  or  two  layers  of  thin  gauz*' 
placed  over  tlie  opening  of  the  tut)e.  The  inner  cannula  should  be 
removed  every  two  or  tliree  hours  and  tlioroughly  cleansed  in  car- 
liolic  solution.  Steam  inhalations  are  soothing  and  tend  to  prevent 
bronchial  complications,  ^^'heneve^  performed  for  diphtheria  under 
antitoxin  treatment,  it  is  not  usually  necessary  to  wear  the  tube 
longer  than  from  three  to  live  days,  after  which  it  may  be  removed 
and  the  wound  allowed  to  heal. 
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Sequelae  as  Affecting  the  Ear,  Kose  and  Throat. 

Paralysis  of  the  Soft  Palate. — The  occurrence  of  faucial  paral- 
)'sis  before  Uie  separation  of  the  diphtheritic  membrane,  due  to 
involvement  of  the  deeper  tissues,  renders  the  prognosis  unfavor- 
able. I\isi(liplithcritic  paralysis  is  sclf-limiicd,  but  is  prone  tn 
extend  over  a  large  portion  of  the  muscular  system.  Whenever 
the  soft  palate  is  the  scat  of  paralysis,  the  patient  swallows  with 
difHcuUy  and  lluids  tend  to  regurgitate  tlirougli  the  nose.  There  is 
also  a  peculiar  nasal  character  to  the  voice.  It  is  sometimes  neces- 
sary to  feed  by  jja\'age  for  a  short  time.  The  duration  of  postdiph- 
theritic |>aralysis  ranges  from  three  weeks  to  six  months,  after 
which  it  fjradually  disappears,  rhninic  rhinitis  and  diseased  ade- 
noids and  tonsils  are  among  the  scquclie  of  diphtheria. 


I  SCARLATINA. 

T    THE  EAR. 

Acute  purulent  otitis  media  is  the  most  common  complication 
of  scarlatina.  The  younger  the  child  the  greater  the  frcfiucncy  of 
otitic  involvemcni.  This  is  prnbaMy  due  to  the  anatomical  forma- 
tion of  the  Eustachian  tube  in  voung  children.  It  occurs  more  fre- 
quently when  the  mucosa  of  the  nose  and  throat  is  severely 
involved,  and  the  infection  extends  through  the  Eustachian  tube 
from  the  pharj-nx.  Generally,  both  ears  are  affected.  About  12 
per  cent,  nf  all  cases  of  chronic  punilenl  otitis  media  are  the  result 
of  scarlet  fever.  In  J85  cases  of  scarlatinal  acute  purulent  otitis 
media  Bczold  found : — 

la  30  entire  destruction  cf  the  membraua  tympani.  with  the  I0.1.1  of 
one  or  more  ossicles. 

In  59  itic  pcrioraiioii'i  cnmpriwd  two-thirds  or  more  of  the  membrane. 

In  13  there  were  small  pprfnr.ations. 

In  44  there  were  KraniiIalioii«  or  polypi. 

In  15  there  was  total  loiis  uf  hearinK  ^n  one  side. 

In  6  there  was  total  1o$s  of  hearing  on  both  sides. 

In  77  the  hearing  distance  for  low  voice  was  less  than  20  inches. 

Mastoiditis  is  not  common  in  simple  scarlatina,  but  is  compara- 
tively frequent  whenever  the  scarlatinal  infection  is  mixed  with 
diphtheria,  measles,  or  other  infections.  Duel  in  his  report  of  ftOOO 
cases  found  mastoiditis  in  two  cases  of  uncomplicated  scarlatina, 
20  in  combined  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria,  and  2  in  combined 
scarlatina,  diphtheria,  and  measles. 

MacCullum  in  a  study  of  5000  cases  of  scarlet  fever  found 
mastoiditis  in  %Q(t  of  J  per  cent.  The  author  believes  it  to  CKrcur 
more  frcfiucnlly.  that  it  is  often  unobserved,  and  that  a  timely 
mastoid  nperatinn  would  lower  the  percentage  of  chronic  purulent 
cases  and  conserve  the  hearing  function.  MacCullum  further  found 
that  a  combination  of  two  exanthemata  produced  middle-car  sup- 
puration in  50  per  cent.,  with  a  marked  tendency  to  be  bilateral  and 
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to  extend  to  ilie  mastoitl.    Scarlaiina  causes  more  cases  nf  deafness" 
and  deaf-niutisni  than  any  other  disvasc  of  chUdhotKl,  10  per  cent., 
according"  to  May.  being  due  to  this  cause.     The  occurrence  of 
inuldlc-car    intlammatiun    in    .scarlatina    has    been    reported    as 
follows : — 

Dowrii« 12.6% 

Finlayton   ,..«. 10  "  out  of  4339  casM. 

Caigcr    ,.„ 11  ••     "     "    4015  * 

Mai-Cullum    ,. 18  5000  - 

Dud    20  6n00  " 

Burckhan  ., 33  "    of  hin  caK««. 

Fischer  20  "   out  of    397  " 

Purulent  otitis  media  may  occur  as  early  as  the  fourth  day  of 
the  disease  or  as  late  a.-*  tlic  fortieth. 

Symptoms, — The  symptoms  arc  similar  to  those  observed  in 
purulent  otitis  from  other  causes  {Chapter  XVIII).  In  all  ca^cA 
of  scarlet  fever  the  cars  should  he  carctully  inspected  daily.  Pain 
in  the  ear,  rise  of  temperature,  and  inllaniniatiim  and  bulKinj*  of  the 
drum  membrane  serve  to  establish  a  diagnosis.  Purulent  otitis 
media  is  more  likely  to  develop  at  the  hcif,'hi  uf  the  nasopharyngeal 
process.  There  is  great  destruction  of  the  drum  membrane,  due  to 
coagulation  necrosis  caused  by  the  toxins.  Suppuration  is  prone 
to  he  protracted  unless  an  early  incision  of  the  drum  membrane  i> 
made  and  persistent  local  treatment  maintained.  Residual  perfora- 
tions nearly  always  remain.  If  the  otorrhea  becomes  chronic  the 
process  is  characterized  by  odor,  deafness,  and  the  development  of 
polypi.  granulatii.>ns  and  bone  necrosis.  Oeafne^^s  during  the  attack 
is  considerable,  but  this  improves  as  the  inHammation  subsides. 
Otitis  interna  from  panotitis,  or  involvement  of  the  auditory  nerve 
or  cochlea,  may  occur. 

Prognosis. — In  simple  scarlatinal  otitis,  when  skillfully  treated, 
the  prn^^nosis  is  favorable.  When  the  infection  is  mixed  and  the 
disease  is  unduly  septic,  or  when  it  occurs  in  weakened  children 
who  have  adenoids,  the  otorrhea  is  liable  to  become  chronic,  the 
hearing  impaired  or  lost,  and  masti>id,  labyrinthine,  and  cerebral 
complications  may  occur.  Prompt  and  vigorous  treatment  (Chapter 
XVIII)  favorably  affects  the  prognosis. 

11.  THE  NOSE. 

The  nasal  tnanifestations  of  scarlatina  are  chiefly  a  slight 
rhinitis  with  corj-za.  and,  occasionally,  cpistaxis.  In  severe  types 
there  is  extensive  ulceration  of  the  turbinals  and  septum,  and 
involvement  ni  the  acccsviry  sinuses,  .\dhcsions  lictween  the 
turbinals  and  septum  may  result  from  the  ulcerative  process. 

III.   THE  OROPHARYNX. 

During  the  first  twenty-four  hours  the  mucous  membrane 
shows  a  fine  vivid  red  crii'thema.  which  consists  of  minute  red  points 
on  the  hard  palate,  except  in  the  mildest  cases.    The  tonsils  are 
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sometimes  covered  with  «t  tenacious  grayish  membrane,  of  sirepto- 
coccic  origin  (unless  the  case  be  one  of  double  infection  with  diph- 
theria). In  moderate  cases  the  tonsils  arc  inflamed  as  in  follicular 
tonsillitis,  the  membrane  being  easily  detached  from  the  crypts. 
The  diphlht-ritic  form  jjcnerally  occurs  later  in  the  disease,  alter 
the  fever  has  disappeared.  In  very  severe  forms  this  membrane 
may  extend  over  the  entire  fauces  and  into  the  nose,  middle  ear, 
larynx,  etc.  The  color  varies  from  errayish,  or  greenish,  to  black 
(gangrenous).  To  differentiate  this  form  from  diphtheria  requires 
the  art  of  bacteriology.  Gangrenous  angina  may  be  present  from 
the  start,  or  be  preceded  by  a  grayish  membrane  which  sloughs. 
Cervical  adenitis  is  comtnon. 


IV.   THE  LARYNX. 

Acute  laryngitis  may  accompany  any  attack  of  scarlatina,  and 
edema  of  the  larynx,  in  the  extremely  congestive  type,  sometimes 
occurs. 

TREATMENT  OF  THE  EAR.  NOSE  AND  THROAT. 

In  all  cases  of  scarlatina  wherein  the  nose  and  nasopharynx 
become  filled  with  secretiuns  iliey  should  be  irrigated  with  hot 
normal  salt  solution  as  in  diphtheria  (I'lg-  2*X)),  the  frequency  being 
governed  by  the  severity  of  the  process.  Vigorous  blowing  of  the 
nose  should  be  avoided,  inasmuch  as  the  act  is  liable  to  force  infec- 
tion into  the  Eustachian  tube-  At  the  onset  of  an  attack  of  purulent 
otitis  media  the  drum  membrane  should  Ue  incised  (I'lg.  54j,  and  tlic 
ear  otherwise  treated  in  the  manner  described  in  Chapter  XVIII. 
The  occurrenci-  of  mastoiditis  of  scarlatinal  origin  calls  for  an  early 
mastoid  operation. 

MEASLES. 

Kar  CompUcations. — The  aural  complications  of  measles  are 
chiefly  confined  to  the  purulent  and  catarrhal  forms  of  otitis  media. 

The  Eustachian  tube  is  the  usual  pathway  of  infection,  but 
Richardson  and  others  have  demonstrated  that  the  infection  may 
reach  tlic  tympanum  through  the  blood-vessels  and  lymphatics. 

The  tympanic  cavity  probably  contains  either  a  serous  or  puru- 
lent exudate  in  from  70  to  'X)  per  cent,  of  cases  of  measles.  Weiss 
found  the  mcmbrana  tyuipani  inflamed  in  50  per  cent,  of  all  children 
affected  with  measles. 

An  attack  of  acute  purulent  otitis  media,  when  complicating 
measles,  usually  starts  soon  after  the  hcginning  of  the  disease,  and 
only  rarely  is  a  late  manifestati<in. 

Tobetiz  contends  thai  in  measles  we  are  dealing  with  a  primary 
exanthematous  affection  of  the  middle  ear.  That  ear  complications 
are  common  is  proven  by  statistical  reports.  Out  of  501  ca^es  of 
measles  observed  hv  Downie  tn  the  Children's  Hospital,  Glasgow. 
otitis  media  piirulenta  acuta  occurred  in  26.1  per  cent,  fn  1000 
Cases  of  measles  MacCullum  found  24  per  cent,  of  otitis  media 
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purul«nta  acuta.  Mastoiditis  is  more  common  in  measles  than  in 
scarlatina,  is  prone  to  be  quick  in  developing  and  severe  la  type. 
The  invasion  is  usually  so  rapid  and  the  syiuptoins  so  profound 
that  it  btcomcs  imperative  to  perform  the  mastoid  operation  with- 
out delay.  Moreover,  it  is  jusliiiable  to  operate  early  on  account 
uf  the  severity  uf  ihc  infection.  Bilateral  middle-ear  infccliun  and 
bilateral  masioidins  arc  extremely  common  in  measles. 

Tobeitz  found  middle-car  cmnplications  in  SO  per  cent,  of  ftll 
fatal  casc$  of  measles,  and  Bezold  found  ear  disease  in  17  out  of  18 
fatal  cases  of  measles. 

Nose  Com  plica  tione. — .\cutc  coryza  18  diaraclcri.stic  of  the 
initial  stage  of  measles,  and  the  discharge  is  at  first  mucoid,  later 
mucopurulent  or  purulent.  Sometimes  there  is  epistaxis.  The 
inflammatory  enj,'i-nj;oment  (if  the  na>al  mucosa  produces  great 
discomfort  to  the  patient,  and  nasal  respiration  is  propiirti<mateIy 
obstructed.  Headache  is  cnmmon  and  the  accessory  sinuses  some- 
times become  involved  suflicicnily  to  induce  severe  pain  and  a 
sensation  of  pressure.  Ulceration  and  adhesions  result  in  the 
severer  cases.  The  inflammatory  proccs^s  is  prone  to  extend  to  the 
I-^ustachian  tulw,  where  it  causes  obsiTuction  and  con.sequcnt  rare- 
faction in  the  tympanum,  which  in  lurn  induces  tympanic  cfftision; 
or  infection  enters  the  tympanum,  where  it  induces  purulent  otitis 
media. 

Mouth  and  Pharynx  Complications. — "Small,  irregular,  rose- 
colored' s|K)ts  with  a  very  minute  bluish  speck  just  lar|;e  enough  to 
be  visible  in  the  centre  of  Uie  rose  area,"  as  described  by  Koplik, 
are  seen  upon  the  mucous  membrane  inside  the  cheek  during  the 
first  day  of  the  aiiack  in  over  SO  per  cent,  of  cases. 

The  pharyngeal  mucosa  is  inflamed.  Dlotchv  area«  of  con- 
gestion similar  to  the  eruption  on  the  skin,  some  of  which  arc  even 
purpuric,  develop  upon  ttic  |>al;itc. 

Folhcular  tonsillitis  is  common,  but  streptococcic  membrane 
formation  rarely  occurs.  The  lymphoid  tissue  in  the  vault  of  the 
pharynx  and  the  fauctal  tonsils  becomes  swollen  from  the  irrita- 
tion of  the  nasal  discharge. 

Posimoriems  on  cases  of  measles  show  inflammation  and 
infiltration  of  adenoid  tissue  in  the  nasopharvnx  and  phar>-nx. 

Laryngeal  Complications. — Simple  acute  laryngitis  is  usually 
present  at  the  outset  of  the  disease.  The  voice  is  hoarse  and  a  dr>' 
cough  persists.  The  process  may  be  so  severe  as  to  produce  edema 
and  ulcrrniions.  Bronchitis  i-^  almost  invariably  present,  and 
pneumonia  is  an  occasional  complication. 

Local  Treatment. — The  preventive  treatment  of  ear  compli- 
cations is  conducted  by  the  employment  of  soothinjj  and  cleansmf; 
local  medication  to  the  mucosa  of  the  nose  and  throat  during  the 
stage  of  coryza.  A  spray  of  alkaline  .■wiuuion  or  of  normal  sail 
solution,  to  either  of  which  sufficient  adrenalin  may  be  added  to 
make  the  solution  1 ;  10,000.  used  every  two  hours  ier\es  to  wash 
away  retained  secretions  and  to  reduce  the  swelling  in  the  no»c 
and  about  the  Eustachian  tube.    In  this  manner  tubal  obstruction 
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and  its  consequences  may  be  avoided.  Even  when  a  slight  collec- 
tion of  serous  or  seromucous  fluid  has  collected  in  the  middle  ear 
no  operative  interference  is  necessary  so  long  as  no  bulging  of  the 
membrana  tympani  occurs,  and  the  treatment  must  be  directed  to 
the  Eustachian  tube  by  inflation  after  thorough  cleansing  of  the 
nose  and  nasopharynx.  In  purulent  cases  with  severe  pain  and 
bulging  of  the  drumhead  early  paracentesis  and  local  treatment  the 
same  as  for  otitis  media  purulenta  acuta  should  be  followed. 

Rubeola  (Rubella;  German  Measles);  Rotheln. — Corlett  de- 
scribes rubeola  or  rubella  as  '"a  mild  form  of  infection  which  always 
follows  a  benignant  course  and  first  appears  as  a  general  or  consti- 
tutional disease,  accompanied  by  a  slight  run  of  temperature  and 
slight  feeling  of  illness." 

It  is  an  affection  characterized  by  a  pinkish  rash  which  appears 
first  upon  the  face  and  scalp  and  gradually  extends  downward  over 
the  entire  body,  moderate  rise  of  temperature  and  desquamation. 
Moderate  coryza  and  suffusion  of  tlie  eyes  generally  precede  the 
appearance  of  the  eruption,  and  sneezing  may  or  may  not  be 
present.  The  throat  symptoms  consist  in  moderate  swelling  of  the 
pharynx  and  tonsils  and  sligiit  cough.  .Vo  eruption  appears  upon 
the  buccal  mucous  membranes.  According  to  Thierfelder,  swelling 
of  the  subauricular  and  superior  jugular  lymphatic  glands  is  a 
constant  prodromal  symptom,  and  Atkinson  states  that  enlarge- 
ment of  the  superficial  lymphatic  giands  of  the  neck  may  be  the 
most  striking  symptom.  The  disease  runs  a  mild  course,  the 
prognosis  is  good,  and  no  specific  treatment  is  necessary.  The 
patient  should  remain  in  bed  until  the  fever  and  eruption  subside; 
the  diet  should  be  light  and  mild  cathartics  administered. 


CHAPTER  XXXII. 

THE  INFLUENCE  OF  CEXETIAL  DISRASF^  UPON*  THE 

EAR.  NOSE  AKn  THROAT. 

(CoKtrnMed.) 


TYPHOID  FEVER. 

Tue  principal  typhoid  lesions  found  in  the  upper  respirator}* 
tract  arc  active  hyiiercmia  with  sli^'ht  erosions  of  the  mucous 
incniUranc.  which  sometimes  permit  the  entrance  vi  other  organ- 
isms, deep  ulcers,  perichondritis,  ulceration  of  the  adenoid  tissue 
similar  to  that  of  l*c>xr's  patches,  and  niiddje-var  inllammation. 

Ear. — The  mecliantcal  (catarrhal)  tvpe  h  the  must  common 
aura!  complication  of  typhoid  fever,  but  acute  purulent  otitis  media 
occurs  in  from  2  to  3  per  cent,  of  cases.  In  57'>  cases  of  typhoid 
fever  observed  by  McCaw  acute  purulent  otitis  media  occurred  in 
29.  Four  of  this  nuinl)cr  devchipcd  mastoiditis,  with  two  deaths. 
Day  reports  one  fatal  case  of  typhoid  mastoiditis  in  which  infection 
was  due  to  embolism. 

There  is  a  greater  destruction  of  the  membrana  tym|)ani  Ihan 
in  ordinary  purulent  otitis,  and  the  perforations  are  often  double 
or  multiple  (Figs.  1~4  and  175).  MastDiditis  is  rare,  hnt  invariably 
severe  in  this  type,  with  a  large  percentage  of  fatalities,  as  shown 
by  reports  of  Day  and  McCaw, 

Hemorrhage  into  the  labyrinth  is  a  rare  complication,  but 
occurs  as  often  in  typhoid  as  in  any  lUlicr  infectious  disease. 

Nose. — Kpi^itaxis  is  an  early  and  common  symptom  of  typhoid 
fever.  Tt  is  observed  in  abotil  20  per  cent,  of  typhoid  cases.  Dur- 
ing the  later  stages  crusts  are  prone  to  form  upon  the  nasal  mucosa, 
which  arc  picked  by  the  semiconscious  patient  until  ulcers  arc 
produced.     The  septal  cartilage  may  thus  become  perforated. 

Mouth  and  Pharynx. — In  severe  or  neglected  eases  of  lyphoid 
fever  the  tongue  becomes  dry.  glazed  or  fissured  and  the  lips  ulcer- 
ated from  continued  picking  by  the  patient.  Clean-cut  superficial 
ulcers  on  the  snft  palate  and  pharynx  are  occasional  complications. 

Anders  mentions  patchy  whitish  elevations  on  the  tonsils, 
which  ulcerate. 

Larynx. — Superficial  laryngeal  inflammation  is  present  in  a 
large  proportion  of  typhoid  cases.  There  is  a  tendency  lo  deep 
ulceration  in  typhoid  laryngitis,  due  to  metastatic  thrombosis  or  to 
ordinary  pus  bacteria.  The  trachea  is  occasionally  the  seat  of 
ulceration. 

In  an  exhaustive  study  of  360  cases  of  typhoid  by  Jackson^ 
the  following  laryngeal  complications  were  found: — 
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Number  examinfd  360 

Ulcerative  laryngitis  in    .,..,..,......  68 

Slarteil  AS  abscess  of  larynx  in  4 

Recjuired  tracheotomy ^..,  8 

Pcricli  cm  drills  with  necrosis  in  * >.....  i..  6 

Pcrichoiitiritis  without  necrosis  in  1 L 

Ahsccss  from  pcrforaiioii  in   2 

^Iterative  trai-heiiis  in    9 

Ulcerative  trnrhcitis  with  perfomiinn  anil  enijihysi'ma  in  . . .  1 

Ulcerative  tracheitis  with  abscess  of  the  thjToid  glands 1 

Pus  foci  in  remote  locaiions  in  15 

Associated  with  acule  panilcnC  otitis  media  II 

Associated  with  leukophlegmasia  6 

Died    4 

These  ulcerations  were  located  as  follows: — 


C&s«s. 


(18.9%) 
i  5.9^.) 

(  8.8%) 

i  3Ji%} 
032%) 
<  l.S%) 
(  IJ%} 

(16.2%) 
(  B£%) 
(  5.9%) 


Epiglotlvs    42 

Arj-epigloltidean    22 

Inierarytcnoid  space  18 

Arytciioifls    10 

Ventricular  bands   7 

Vcniricle    S 


Anterior  commissure 
Inftagloltic  region   .. 

Trai'hca    

Hifurcatitm 

Uroiichi    

V'oca!  bands  


Typhoid  laryngeal  ulceration  is  rarely  observed  prior  to  llic  twenty- 
first  day  of  ihc  disease,  lii  poslniortcms  on  ty]>hoid  palienls  in  61  cases 
there  were  14  with  ulceration  n\  ihe  laryn.\  (St.  liartlioloniew's  llos- 
piial  report)  ;  in  113  autopsies.  20  with  ulceration  and  perichondritis 
(\'incent) ;  in  6513  case*:,  439  deaths,  ulcer  in  30  per  cent.  (On.5kow) ; 
in  2000  autopsies,  107  ulcerative  laryngitis  cases  (Munich). 

General  Remarks  on  Treatment. — From  the  comiiiencenicnt  of 
the  disease  the  nnse.  inoiitli,  and  oropharynx  should  he  cleansed  at  fre- 
quent inter\'als ;  the  fountain  syringe  filled  with  hot  normal  salt  solu- 
tion, as  rcconnticndcd  in  diphtheria  ( l*ig.  290),  is  a  convenient  method. 
The  teeth  slunild  be  brushed  twice  daily  with  a  good  dental  powder,  and 
the  gums  and  tongue  swabbed  with  a  '/j  per  cent,  solution  of  carbolic 
acid  or  a  .saturated  solution  of  boric  acid-  The  nose,  throat,  and  larynx 
may  also  be  sprayed  with  a  2  per  cent,  solution  of  camphor  and  menthol 
in  beiizoinol.  Intratracheal  injections  of  the  same  formula  bring  great 
relief.  Me^licated  steam  inhalations  are  soothing  to  the  inucotis  mem- 
brane. 

Mild  lar>ngeal  edema  may  be  controlled  by  sprays  or  intratracheal 
injections  of  adrenalin  solution  1 :  5000.  Symptoms  of  stenosis  require 
lacheotomy  or  intuba'tion.  the  latter  being  without  efficacy  in  laryngeal 
edema  and  adductor  paralysis.  Early  tracheotomy  (sec  page  465).  per- 
formed under  local  anesthesia  f  Schleich'.<s  solution),  is  advisable  as  soon 
as  respiration  becomes  seriously  impeded.  The  remarkable  success 
attending  the  use  of  vaccine  for  the  prevention  of  typhoid  fever  is 
worthy  of  note  in  relation  (o  its  value  as  an  eliminator  of  the  above- 
described  serious  complications. 

TYPHUS  FEVER. 

At  the  time  of  an  attack  of  typhus  fever  the  dorsum  of  the  tongue 
becomes  brown  and  fissured,  fn  severe  cases  gangrene  of  the  nose,  can- 
crum  oris,  and  abscess  of  the  partviid  gland  inay  de%'clni>.  N'oma  of  the 
auricle  is  a  rare  complication  and  originates  in  the  cartilaginous  meatus. 
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PERTUSSIS    (WHOOPING-COUGH.) 

During  ihe  course  o(  pertussis  ulcerations  sometimes  develop  iijwti' 
tlie  tinder  surface  of  the  tongue  as  3  result  of  trauma.    During  the 
early  stages  uf  the  disease  .sotnc  rliinitis  is  present.     Epislaxis  may 
appear  as  a  complication,  and  is  induced  by  the  train  of  the  paroxysm* 
of  coughing  upon  the  hypcrdilatcd  anterior  septal  vessels.    Patients  in 
advanced  hfe  who  suiTer  from  ]>crtussis  sometimes  develop  labyrin- 
thine  hypertrophy,   congestion   or  hemorrhage.     Suhnuicous   hemor- 
rhage in  the  palate,  tonsils,  or  phan-iix,  grrmnlar  pharyngitis,  and  con-i 
gestion  and  hemorrhage  of  the  larynx  arc  among  the  complications  of] 
the  disease.     According  to  Gottstcin,  edema  of  the  larynx  is  quitej 
common. 

EPIDEMIC   PAROTITIS    (MUMPS). 

During  the  active  stage  of  an  attack  of  epidemic  parotitis,  cspe-j 
dally   when   bilateral,   patients   experience   considerable   difficulty   in| 
o[)ening  the  mouth  for  speech  or  dcgiutiiion.    The  orifices  of  Stentinn'i 
ducts  opposite  the  second  upper  molar  teeth  may  show  come  conges-' 
lion,  with  increased  or  decreased  tlow  of  saliva.     Karvty  the  parotid 
gland  suppurates  or  Iiecoines  gangrenous,     There  may  be  otalgia,  or 
very  rarely  otitis  interna,  with  deafness,  the  anatomical  explanation 
of  this  being  siill  problematical.     Rarely  an  otitis  media  purulent*] 
acuta  develops  during  convalescence.    Labyrintliine  hemorrhage  is  at 
rare  complicaiinn.    (Toynbee.)    Urbantschitsch  (iy06)  rcfiorts  a  casei 
in  a  twelve-year-old  deaf-mute.    It  is  usually  accompanied  W  tinnitus. 
vertigo,  nausea,  and  frontal  or  ocdpital  pain.    The  following  typical 
case  is  reported  from  the  author's  case  book  : — 

C*SE  IV.  !■'.  \V.,  male,  aged  eiglitccii  years,  consulted  mc  on  v\pril  2.  1912^.1 
with  the  MIowiiiB  history :  On  January  2,  1912,  be  had  sti(Tcrpd  from  an  aiui<:k 
of  mtim[>}  of  cxircme  sev<Tity.  During  lh<>  early  stage  he  had  fainting  sjicllft 
and  liis  (»Riily  physician  had  told  his  mother  that  the  pancreas  wan  exidriitly 
involved.  Two  weeks  from  the  onset  of  the  attack  he  became  extremely  di<xy 
and  complained  of  excessive  linni(u<i  in  tlic  right  car.  Three  days  latrr  he  be- 
came  completely  deaf  in  the  rii;ht  ear.  and  his  family  T>hy«ician  stated  that  tlw 
eyes  were  slightly  fixed  toward  the  right  side.  For  four  days  during  thti  lime 
he  was  almost  entirely  unconscious;  the  vcrtieo  remained  se\ere,  and  conlintird 
for  over  two  weeks.  During  the  four  severest  days  forced  feeding  became 
necessary.  There  was  no  abscc»«,.  He  gradually  improved  and  the  vertigo  finally 
disappeared,  but  his  hearing  remained  nil.  ,\  sister  etmtracted  the  dUcasc  from 
him  and  her  attack  wai  followed  by  «  double  ovaritis,  and  (or  a  period  of  ooe 
week  *hc  had  double  vnion. 

.■\t  the  time  of  my  examination  the  patient  had  entirely  loM  the  hearing  of, 
hii  right  ear.  Iwith  air  and  boiic  conduction  bctiiK  dcstroved.  as  proved  by  the] 
employment  of  the  noi-!c  producer.  The  setntcirciilar  canals  had  evidently  snmr- 
H'hat  improved,  but  the  nyslasmus  upon  irritalion  of  the  right  tide  laftte^  \tsa 
than  Iwo-thirdi  of  that  upon  the  left  side.  He  was  examined  on  January  4.  19IJ. 
He  is  still  completely  deaf  to  all  sound  in  his  right  car,  but  lite  vestibule  tipott 
(he  aRecled  side  is  now  irritable. 


SMALL-POX. 

Briefly  stated,  the  ear,  nose,  and  throat  complications  of  small-pox 
are  inflammation,  swelling,  edema,  and  hemorrhage  of  the  mncouSj 
tnenibraucs.  edema  of  ilic  glmtis.  ulceration  of  the  larynx,  and  puru- 
lent otitis  media.    They  are  not  constant,  and  the  ordinary  melhods  of 
treatment  for  similar  conditions  may  be  adopted. 


INFLUENZA. 
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INFLUENZA. 

Influenza  usually  attacks  ilie  entire  upper  respiratory  tract,  often 
extending  lo  the  middle  car.  The  invasion  is  hacicrial  and  is  character- 
ized by  pdin,  rise  in  temperature,  (leprcs.sion,  and  exhau^tiun. 

The  icccnl  epidemic  of  so-called  Spaniih  InHucnza,  ran  its  course  in 
America,  chiefly  front  September  19)tt  ti>  February  1919.    But  for  the  history  of 

inftticnr.al  epidemics  dattni;  hack  lo  lt.17  the  TCfcnt  visttniinn  might  have  been 
considered  unusual  in  tli:il  the  chirf  cum  plication  w^S  pnriimogiia,  in  itit  most 
malignant  fonn.     It  Is  aho  to  be  noted  that  the  gcneTai  exiiifririice  uf  larynuolor 

?'5ts  and  otologists  shtjwc<l  only  a  moderate  tendency  to  aural  complicatiom. 
his,  of  course,  is  contrary  to  the  hUtory  of  thi»  ailectioii  in  influenzal  epi- 
demies  of  rc«m  year*.  IJcneh.  in  the  New  York  State  Medical  Journal  of 
July.  1919,  pSKe  2f»5,  ijuote*  slatistics  from  St.  Lnke's  Hospital,  eo»ering  882 
cases  of  influenza  from  Scptcnihcr  28,  1918,  to  March  31.  1919.  Of  these. 
sixteen  developed  acute  punilcnt  otitis  media,  rvcntuattng  in  six  mastoid  upcr- 
niions.  or  a  little  over  one  tenth  of  one  per  cent.  He  further  states  thai  in 
ihc  entire  hospital  during  thai  period,  from  all  sources,  only  twenty -four 
mastoid  opcriitiuii*  wcrv  iKrftjriiYcd,  wliile  durinK  the  same  period  1917  to  1918, 
in  the  same  hoipital,  thirty- four  mastoid  operations  were  performed,  jhowing 
conclusively  that  during  tlie  recent  ciiuU-mic,  aunil  cinnplioilions  were  less  than 
has  been  observed  in  recent  years.  It  has  been  Uie  t'XperLcncc  of  the  author 
that  the  same  holds  true  of  mtUiccizal  invasion  of  Ihc  naial  accessory  sinuses. 
This  experience  is  borne  out  by  careful  statistics  reported  from  the  various 
army  camps  in  the  United  States.  K[>i8taxiit,  <lufing  the  onset  was  fairly  com- 
mon. Several  ca«r»  of  purulent  pansinusitis,  double  mastovditis  and  meningitis 
have  been  reported,  but  ihciic  arc  rare  exceptions. 

Ear. — In  some  epidemics  the  disease  manKcsts  a  strong  prcdilec- 
liun  to  attack  the  iiiiddle  car  by  extension  from  the  na;»opharynx 
through  the  Eustachian  lube.  It  is  extremely  violent  and  rapid  in  its 
course;  mastoiditis  and  serious  intranasal  involvement  arc  common. 
Kerley  reports  ( 1905)  that  .'iS  out  of  77  cases  of  otitis  media  purulcnta 
acuta  in  children  were  cau?ied  by  influenza.  The  exudate  from  the 
perforated  <lruinhead  during  the  early  stages  is  usually  hemorrhagic 
and  fihrinnus  in  character,  after  which  it  becomes  entirely  purulent. 

Pain. — Pain  is  severe  and  often  j^ersists  several  days  after  the 
perforation  of  tlte  drumhead.  The  invasion  of  the  middle  ear  is  usu- 
ally streptococcic ;  hence  the  severity  of  the  symptoms  and  the  large 
proportion  nf  mastoid  and  other  complications.  In  severe  typcj.  there 
is  rapid  destruction  of  belli  soft  tissue  and  bone. 

Cheatle  has  observed  that,  when  influenza  ntastoiditis  occurs  in 
individuals  who  have  btit  slight  development  of  mastoid  cells,  and  mas- 
told  antra  which  are  surrounded  with  dense  impervtntis  walls,  there  is 
grave  danger  of  tlie  Infection  forcing  its  way  through  the  thin  uostcrior 
antral  wall  to  tlie  posterior  cranial  fossa,  or  through  the  thin  roof 
ttegnieu  antra)  to  the  middle  cranial  fossa,  thus  producing  meningitis, 
brain  abscess  or  sinus-thrombosis.  Inflticnza  occurring  in  those  who 
have  chronic  purulent  otitis  media  jjroduccs  fresh  infection  with  all  the 
symptoms  of  the  acute  attack. 

Treatment.^For  the  general  treatment  of  influenza  the  reader  is 
referred  to  works  on  general  medicine. 

On  account  of  Ihe  virulcncy  and  rapidity  of  the  purulent  process 
when  occurring  in  the  middle  ear,  it  becomes  imperative  that  an  in- 
cision of  the  drum  membrane  be  made  as  soon  as  the  diagnosis  is  estab- 
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lishcd,  and  further  treatment  carried  out  cxattly  as  described  for 
purulent  otitis  media  (Chapter  XV'JIt). 

Nose. — Acute  rhinitis  due  to  influenza  is  fully  dcscrilMrd  in  Oiap- 
(erXXXIlI. 

Mouth  and  Throat. — Acute  pharyngitis  and  simple  acute  and 
lacunar  ion-<illiti<f>  are  commonly  associated  wiili  intUienza.  The  mucous 
iiiemhranes  Iwcome  iniL-nscIy  ciingesu'd  am)  the  lymphoid  tissue  mark- 
edly swollen.  Cultures  from  the  tonsil  contain  tnlxcd  influenza  bacilli, 
streptococci,  etc.  The  cervical  lymph  glands  arc  usually  much  swollen, 
and  when  Ihey  suppurate  the  secretion  invariably  contains  slrcptococci. 
It  is  i>nssible  1hat  those  which  do  not  suppurate  contain  only  the 
influenza  bacillus  or  other  pus  bacteria,  not  streptococci. 

Larynx. — Various  grades  of  laryn^tis  accompany  the  upper 
respiratory  type  vi  iuHuenr-a.  Hemorrhagic  laryngitis  is  frequently 
observed,  and  in  rare  tnst;mces  edema  and  ulcerative  processes  occur. 

Various  scquelse  result  from  influenza,  and  they  are  due  lo  peri- 
pheral neuritis.  Anosmia  and  parosmia  are  common.  Paralysis  of  the 
soft  palate,  paralysis  of  the  vocal  curds,  abductor  paralysis,  both 
unilateral  and  bilateral,  may  occur  early  during  convalescence. 

EPIDEMIC  CEREBROSPINAL   MENINGITIS. 

In  cerebrospinal  meningitis  eory«a  is  usuaHy  pre^enl.  and  accord- 
ing to  Kinkclstcin  the  meningococcus  is  always  preseiil  in  the  nasal 
<iischarges. 

Ear. — The  ear  is  occasionally  the  seat  of  a  complicating  otitis 
media  purulenta.  but  the  chief  lesion  is  labyrinthine  effusion  (Chapter 
XXV'ill),  which  usually  results  in  ]termancnt  deafness  and  mutism. 

LOBAR  PNEUMONIA. 

In  young  children  acute  purulent  otitis  media  may  complicate 
lobar  pneumonia,  especially  when  the  nasopharynx  is  intlamcd. 
Craigcr  rejwrts  1^5  rases  of  otitis  media  purulenta  acuta  out  of  1000 
cases  of  lobar  pneumonia. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

Erysipelas  of  ihc  upper  re^pl^ato^y  tract  occurs  as  a  direct  inocu- 
lation, and  is  usually  an  autoinfectiun  from  the  nasal  mucosa.  The 
mucous  membranes  of  the  moiuh  and  throat  become  swollen  and  the 
process  extends  into  the  larynx.  Uencrally  laryngeal  edema,  wlicn  it 
occurs  in  erysipelas,  is  caused  from  without  the  larynx  and  not  from 
u-ithin. 

Bar. — Erysipelas  of  the  auricle  usually  follows  trauniatiwn. 
Priniar)'  erysipelas  of  the  auricle  is  rare,  being  generally  an  extension 
from  life  face  or  from  a  mastoid  incision.  l-.ry>i)>el:ui  of  the  ear  is 
more  fully  dc^cribcil  in  Chapter  X. 

Nose. — l.r>  sigtetas  of  ihe  nasal  mucosa  is  usually  secondary  lo  that 
of  the  contiguous  skin.  It  is  prone  to  become  bilateral  and  to  caasc 
complcic  nasal  obsiniction.  The  appearance  of  the  mucosa  is  dtisky 
red,  with  many  ecchymolic  areas. 


RHEL'MATIC   FEVEH. 
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The  cervical  lymphatic  glands  Iiecome  cnlarijetl.  with  a  marked 
tendency  to  suppurate.  The  acccs.>ory  najal  sinuses  arc  almost 
invariatly  involved. 

Katal  meningitis  may  rcsuli  by  direct  extension  through  Ihe 
cribrifonii  plate  of  ilie  ethmoid. 

Pharynx. — Pharyngeal  erysipelas  conuiiences  witli  a  disagreeable 
sensation  of  smarting  in  the  throat,  followed  by  swelling  and  dysphagia. 
The  throat  is  vividly  red,  dry.  glisteninj;,  and  swollen.  P.lehs  occur  on 
the  mucosa  overtiie  cheek,  tonsils,  and  pharynx,  ami  the  uvula  is  mark- 
edly edematous.  In  some  cases  there  is  a  tibrinuus  exudate  over  the 
tonsils  and  phlegmanous  ulceration  is  a  rare  complication.  It  is  apt 
to  .spread  to  the  nose,  Kustachian  tula-s,  tympanum,  and  mastoid  cells, 
producing  violent  intlatninatiuu  in  its  patli.  The  cervical  glands  are 
more  involve<l  than  in  the  pure  nasal  type. 

The  prognosis  is  very  grave. 

THt-MMENT. — In  addition  to  the  more  ^ncral  measures  elsewhere 
:ribed.  local  clcanshig  measures  arc  indicated  for  the  relief  of 
istressing  syinptoiits  and  the  removal  of  secretion.  The  oropharynx 
should  he  douclied  with  hot  normal  salt  solution  at  intervals  of  from 
two  to  six  htmrs  (.  I"ig.  2'XJ^. 

Larynx. — lirysipclas  seldom  involves  the  larynx  and  only  second- 
arily to  that  of  the  skin  of  the  lace  and  oropharynx. 

The  appearance  of  the  laryngeal  mucosa  is  similar  to  that  de- 
scribed in  the  pli.irynx.  Grtat  dyspnea,  dysphagia,  and  aphonia  ap- 
pear, early  necessitating  tracheotomy,  with  the  result  that  the  tracheal 
wound  generally  becomes  infected  with  the  disease.  The  prognosi.'i  is 
extremely  grave. 

Treatwes't. — Early  tracheotomy  and  strong  stinnilating  general 
Ireatniciit  lo  tide  over  llie  crisis  is  necc*sar>' 


RHEUMATIC  FEVER. 

Acute  articular  rheumatism  is  probably  due  lo  a  dii)lococCus — the 
Diplococcus  rlifitiHaticiis  ( Kritz  Meyer).  This  diptococcus  has  been 
frequently  found  on  the  tonsils,  and  in  the  sultcviiancous  nodules  which 
are  more  common  in  England  and  .\mcrica.  It  is  jxissible  that  this 
agent  tnay  enter  tlirough  an  inilamed  nmcous  membratie.  Trihoulet 
and  Coyon  in  two  cases  found  a  diplococcus  or  diplabacitlus  which 
produces  in  rabbits  violent  cndncarditis,  with  large  masses  of  vegeta- 
tions about  the  mitral  valves.  Sixty  jwr  cetil.  of  all  cases  of  tonsillitis, 
when  acnniipanicd  by  fever,  are  said  to  be  of  rheumatic  character. 
Packer,  Meyer,  Wade  and  Gnrich  have  rejiorted  cases  wherein  endo- 
carditis and  aoule  articular  rhenniatism  followed  lacunar  Umsilhtis. 

In  an  attack  of  rheumatic  fever  the  laryngeal  joints  may  become 
involved,  producing  fixation  and  varying  degrees  of  ankylosis. 

Mosely  has  collected  1 1  cases  of  cricoarytenoid  ankylosis  occtir- 
ring  in  the  rheumatic. 

Ear. — KheuinatJt  individuals  sometimes  suffer  from  otalgia,  which 
is  out  of  proportion  to  the  local  pathological  appearances  and  it  is 
claimed  lo  result  from  interossicular  indanmiation.     Rheumatic  i>ara- 
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lysis  of  the  auditory  ncr\e  has  bctrn  reported  as  occurring  in  a  few 
cases  at  the  lime  of  the  general  attack. 

Theatmknt. — For  the  general  treatment  of  rheumatism  the 
reader  is  referred  to  text-books  on  general  nKdicine.  The  local  treat- 
ment of  acute  tonsillitis  is  described  in  Cliapter  XX. V. 

MALARIA. 

Acute  rhinitis  of  an  obstinate  nature  is  sometimes  the  prodromal 
symptom  of  malaria.  Hemorrhage  from  the  nose  and  phar>'nx. 
rarely  from  the  larynx,  niav  occur  in  severe  attacks.  Neuroses  oi 
the  palate  and  pharynx.  pro<fucing  dysphagia,  and  of  the  larj-nx,  caus- 
ing hoarseness  or  spasmodic  coughing,  have  been  reported. 

Ear. — Malaria  sometime.^  produces  disturbances  of  hearing 
through  its  effect  on  the  aiiditorj'  nerve  in  its  course  or  terminations. 

Quinine  given  for  the  iliseasc  is  liable  lo  affect  the  internal  ear. 
especially  if  there  h  already  some  disease  of  this  organ,  brought  about 
by  selective  congestion  of  the  ear  through  vasomotor  influence 
^Kirclmcr). 

HYDROPHOBIA. 

Aural  Symptorai— Hyperesthesia  of  the  ears  is  common  in  the 
prodromal  ^(agc  of  liydrophobia. 

Laryngeal  Symptoms. — In  the  beginning  there  is  congestion,  and 
the  voice  may  lie  huhky.  Dysphagia  ticcurs  early.  During  the  stage 
of  excitement  a  noise,  a  draught  of  air,  or  verbal  suggestion  may  pro- 
duce spasm  of  the  mouth  and  larynx,  with  a  sense  of  dyspnea.  Effort 
to  cat  causes  intensely  painful  spasm  of  the  muscles  of  the  larj-nx  and 
the  elevators  of  the  iiynid  lione.  This  produces  the  so-called  fear  of 
water.    No  relief  is  obtained  from  treatment 


RHINOSCLEROMA. 

In  accordance  with  the  more  recent  investigations  rhinoscleroma 
is  believed  to  be  of  bacterial  origin,  the  Frisch  bacilli  within  the 
Mikulicz  cells  and  in  the  surrounding  tissues  having  been  found  in  all 
of  the  cases.  This  disease  is  character i2eil  by  the  fonnation  of 
nodular  granulomata  in  the  vestibule  of  the  nose.  The  nodules  are 
of  extreme  hardness,  and  occur  cither  singly  or  in  groups.  They  are 
of  slow  growth,  gradually  extending  outward  upon  the  lip  and  clieek 
and  inward  by  invading  hrst  the  septal  and  inferior  turhinal  tissues, 
thence  into  the  rhinopharynx,  and  finally  involving  the  Eustachian  tube, 
pharynx,  larynx,  trachea,  and  bronchi. 

The  disease  is  chietly  prevalent  among  the  inhabitants  of  Russia, 
Austria.  Eastern  Pru.ssia,  and  Central  America,  where  it  is  endemic. 
It  is  about  equally  divided  between  the  sexes,  and  according  to  Gottheil 
all  cases  occur  in  the  third  dccennium  or  later.  Ciuntzer  controverts 
this  and  contends  that  the  disease,  though  mostly  found  in  adults,  may 
begin  during  childhood,  and  cites  cases  affected  in  childhood  and  In- 
fancy,   li  is  confined  chiefly  to  the  poorer  classes. 

Diagnosis.  —The  diagnosis.  accor<ling  to  Gerber.  is  based  upon 
eight  ubservatiuiis.  whicli  are  as  foUows^— 
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"I  Changes  of  the  nose  externally  which  would  cause  sMspicion 
are  wanting  in  most  cases. 

"2.  The  occhision  of  the  nose,  which  is  oflcii  the  beginning  of 
the  disease,  shows  on  rhinoscopic  examination  to  be  due  to  the  thick, 
rigid,  al  the  beginning  soft,  later  very  hard,  more  or  less  nodular 
swellings  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  both  the  septum  and  turbinates 
and  which  sooner  or  later  fill  up  the  entire  nose. 

"3.  The?;e  typical  changes  are  not  always  found  anteriorly  but 
are  seen  first,  with  posterior  rhinoscopy,  as  a  narrowing  of  ilic  choanw 
from  thickening  of  the  septum,  the  Eustachian  prominences  and  the 
lateral  folds  of  the  mucous  membrane. 

"4.  Often  the  pharynx  is  found  normal  on  direct  examination,  but 
here  too  in  some  cases  we  see  scleromal  intiltration.  which  reminds 
one  of  syphilis  and  tuberculosis,  hypertrophies,  contractions  and  tume- 
factions of  llic  soft  palate  and  the  posterior  pharyngeal  wall. 

"S.  Sooner  or  later,  mostly  in  the  very  chronic  course  of  the  dis- 
ease, the  laryn.K  Ijcconies  affected  by  .stenosis,  due  to  subgloUic  swelling ; 
the  swelling  may  be  above  the  chink.  In  some  cases  the  larynx  is  prt- 
niarily  affected  and  the  disease  extends  upward. 

"6.  The  secretions  may  be  normal ;  in  other  cases  may  show  a 
picture  of  ozena  and  *ozena  trachealis.' 

"7.  It  is  characteristic  of  these  thickenings,  excepting  in  the  very 
beginning,  that  they  arc  hard,  tough  and  rigid,  and  do  not  ulcerate, 
although  a  superJkial  secondary  erosion  is  seen  now  and  then. 

"8.  Finally,  the  nncro.sc<jpical  examination  will  show  the  Mikulicz 
cells  and  the  bacilli  of  h'risch." 

Dr.  J,  H.  Giintzer,  in  an  exhaustive  thesis.^  reports  two  cases 
treated  al  the  Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital  by  vaccine  and  radio- 
therapy, and  concludes  that:  "The  X-ray  treatment,  at  this  time,  holds 
out  the  best  prospects  of  a  possible  cure  for  scleroma;  thai  the  vaccine 
treatment  has  al  least  caused  a  local  iinnmnity  and  may  be  a  means 
of  possible  cure  if  used  for  a  long  time,  and,  as  to  frequency  and 
quantity,  in  proper  dosage,  and  that,  with  no  criteria  to  guide  my 
original  work  in  this  disease,  these  points  in  the  vaccine  treatment 
still  need  to  be  worked  out,  and  that  surgery  has  only  an  elective  place 
in  the  treatment  of  scleroma,  and  is  useful  only  as  an. auxiliary." 

In  both  cases  the  vaccine  treatment  was  given  for  a  period  of 
sc\'cral  months,  after  which  it  was  combined  with  the  X-ray  treat- 
ment, given  at  intervals  of  two  or  three  days.  In  both  cases  there 
was  marked  improvement  in  the  general  health,  the  injiltration  mater- 
ially subsided,  and  the  symptoms  ameliorated. 

GLANDERS. 

,        This  is  a  rare  disease  which  is  peculiar  to  horses  and  due  to  the 

bacillus  mallei,     it  is  communicable  to  men  through  abrasions  in  the 

skin  or  mucosa.    Infection  is  acquired  from  contact  with  infected  horses. 

Pathology. — There    arc    granulomatous    tumors    made    up    of 

epithelioid    ceils    and    the    glanders    bacillus.      The    nodules    break 

-Scleroma  of  the  L'pper  Respiratory  Tract. 
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down  early,  with  the  fomiation  of  ulcers.  The  mucous  inenibrane 
of  the  nuse  becomes  itiHanied  and  a  profuse  purulent  dischar^ 
]>crsists.  Small,  hrm  nodules  appear  Hrst  nn  tlie  septum  and  turbi- 
ilals ;  lliesc  rapidly  become  first  red,  then  yellow  from  necrosis, 
and  in  a  tew  days  they  break  down,  leaving  ulcers.  The  nose  is  usually 
grcaily  swollen.  The  ^ame  process  may  attack  the  lips,  tongue,  tonsrl 
or  pliarj-nx.  The  maxillary  and  frontal  sinuses  may  be  involved,  and 
rarely  the  eihnioidal  or  sphenoidal  sinus. 

Prognosia — Glanders  is  usually  fatal  in  from  eight  to  ten  da^'s. 

Treatment. — Treatment  is  unavailing,  but  relief  is  obtained  from 
ordinary  cleansing  measures. 

ACTINOMYCOSIS. 

Synonym. — Lumpy  jaw. 

This  is  a  chronic  infectious  disease  due  to  the  actinomyces  or  ray- 
fungus,  the  Streptothrix  actinomyces.  It  is  rare  in  this  country.  The 
mode  of  infection  is  probably  throtigh  the  food.  It  Is  common  in 
cattle,  and  they  are  supposed  to  acquire  the  affection  from  fungus- 
laden  straw,  dia^,  and  grain.  The  fungus  gains  entrance  through 
abrasions  in  the  mucous  membranes. 

Pathology. — In  the  early  stage  there  !■*  a  granuloma  similar  to 
that  of  uiberk.'ulosis.  composed  of  round  cells,  epithelioid  elements,  and 
giant  cells.  Later  there  isa  great  increase  in  conneclive-tis.sue  elements. 
Finally  it  breaks  down  and  causes  great  desiruction  of  the  underlying 
structures.  The  tongue  is  sometimes  involved.  Dc  .Simoni  reported  a 
primary  case  in  the  woie.  spreading  to  the  palate.  It  has  otxurred  in 
the  antrum  of  Ilighmore.  J.  C.  Heck  reports  a  case  involving  the 
tonsils,  the  left  tympanum  and  mastoid  process,  death  occurring  in  one 
week  from  intracranial  hcmorrliage.  Several  cases  involving  the 
larynx  have  been  reported  by  Heinrich  and  Henrici.  in  one  of  which 
it  started  in  a  carious  tooth. 

Diagnosis. — The  diagnosis  depends  upon  the  discovery  of  the  ray- 
fungus  in  the  i>us. 

Symptoms. — A  somewhat  irregular  nodule  forms  upon  the  lips. 
tongue  or  tonsil.  The  growth  is  rapid  with  hut  little  pain;  the  nodule 
begins  to  break  down  in  a  few  weeks,  and,  from  numerous  sinuses,  pus 
and  small  yellow  masses  are  discharged  which  contain  the  streptothnx. 

TreatnienL — ITie  growth  should  be  completely  excised,  and  this  is 
possible  only  when  the  disease  involves  the  lips.  On  the  tongue  or 
tonsils  the  process  is  prone  to  extend  to  the  digestive  or  respiratory 
tract.    In  recent  cases  the  iodides  in  large  doses  may  a0ord  relief. 

LEPROSY. 

The  contagion  of  leprosy  is  probably  conveyed  by  the  secretion 
of  the  nose,  throat,  and  mouth.  Sticker  believes  the  initial  lesion  to 
be  an  idccr  on  die  nasal  septiun.  The  nose  is  more  frctjuently  involved 
than  the  larynx  or  pharj'nx. 

Pathology. — There  is  a  formation  of  tubercles  which  consist  of 
round-cell  inlillration.  of  various  sizes,  with  Ixicilli  in  large  numbers 
about  and  in  the  cells.  These  gradually  break  down  jmd  esctend, 
fomting  ulcers,  and  on  healing  form  cicatrices.     Involvement  of  the 
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mucouft  membrane  of  the  mouth,  tliroal.  and  larynx  is  a  later  mani- 

fcbtatiun  of  the  disease. 

Symptoms. — Tlieie  is  diffuse  iiiriltraiion  ol  tlie  septum  and 
inferior  turliinal,  witii  congestion  of  the  mucosa.  Mucopunileni 
secretion  ts  abundant,  wilh  a  tendency  to  ihc  formation  of  crusts. 
Small,  yelluw,  ^hiny  tubercles  the  sixe  of  a  yplit  pea  appear  upon 
the  scpiiiiii.  'I'lie  process  is  sometimes  destructive  to  the  canilagc 
and  bones  of  the  nose  (Figf.  3001.  The  faucial  pillars  and  uvula  are 
mure  often  affected  lliaii  the  hard  palate  and  tonsils. 

Likewise  the  epiy^lottis  is  mure  often  affected  than  the  laryn- 
geal struclures.      In  severe  cases  the  process  extends  throughout 


Fig.  30ft — Leprosy,  A  native  of  Jamaica  with  inarWctl  rioilijljir  ItMioni 
of  face.  (Icstruclioii  of  the  ns^al  cinilagcs,  and  char-idcrislic  leonin« 
expression.     (Pliotograpli  loanrd  by  Dr.  E.  Hehcvtrria,  of  Costa  Rica.) 

the   larynx,   cnusinp:  hoarseness,   dyspnea   and   pcrichrondritis,   or 
necrosis  of  the  cartilaffcs. 

Prognosis. — Death  often  occurs  from  larynffeal  complications 
or  aspiration  pneumonia.  The  tubercles  ultimately  ulcerate  and 
usually  heal. 

GOUT  (PODAGRA). 

Acute  pharyngitis  or  laryngitis  of  a  very  painful  type  may 
occur  before  or  during  an  attack  of  gout.  The  mucosa  appears 
intensely  dry  and  glazed  and  Ihe  uvula  may  be  very  edematous. 
Chronic  catarrh  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nose  and  throat  is 
comm<m  in  the  gouty. 

Pain  is  greater  than  the  local  condition  seems  to  warrant,  and 
it  shoots  up  lo  the  ears  or  to  the  temporomaxillary  articulation. 
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Tophi  have  been  fuuiid  in  tlic  threat. 

The  laryngeal  .symptoms  of  gout  are  similar  to  those  of  the 
nose  and  tliroat,  and  arc  characterized  by  swelling,  congestion,  and 
dryness.  The  edges  of  the  true  or  false  cords  and  the  inieraryicnoid 
space  are  the  parts  commonly  aflTcctcd.  The  deposit  of  urates 
in  the  cords  or  in  the  cricoarytenoid  joints  is  occasionally  observed. 

Ears. — Eczema  of  the  auricle  or  canal  is  common  in  goaty  sub- 
jects. Tophi  frequently  iicnir  on  the  anricle.  Exostoses  are  some- 
times produced  In  the  external  auditory  meatus,  and  some  authors 
believe  that  oii»>;clerri«is  may  he  due  to  gout. 

Treatment.-~Thc  treatment  is  necessarily  dietetic  and  hygienic 
in  accurdance  with  the  rules  laid  down  in  text-books  on  general 
medicine. 

DISEASES  OP  THE  DIGESTIVE  SYSTEU. 

The  diseases  peculiar  to  the  digestive  tract  evince  a  marked 
tendency  to  became  the  exciting  cause  of  inflammatory  affections 
along  the  upper  respiratory  tract  nr  to  aggravate  those  already  in 
progress  and  these  local  primary  inflammations  in  the  moutli  or 
pharynx  may  extend  by  contiguity  to  the  nose,  ear,  or  larynx. 

(a)  Teeth. — .A  general  examination  of  the  digestive  tract 
should  begin  with  the  teeth.  Foul.  ncgUcled.  necrosed  teeth  favor 
the  growth  of  deleterious  micro-organisms,  which  are  prone  to 
induce  secondary  infection  of  the  oropharynx.  A  suppurative 
process  in  and  aruund  the  upper  incisor  teeth  may  burrow  upward 
and  form  an  abscess  in  the  Hour  of  the  nose  or  in  the  septum. 
Necrosis  of  an  upper  bicuspid  or  molar  tooth,  hy  extending  through 
the  antral  floor,  becomes  the  exciting  cause  of  cmp>ema  within  the 
maxillary  sinus.  The  ftcvere  pains  sometimes  associated  with 
carious  upper  teeth  teml  to  radiate  to  the  ear. 

(b)  Mouth.— Inilaramations  o!  the  mucosa  of  the  mouth, 
whether  simple,  aphthous,  ulcerative,  parasitic  (thrush)  or  gan- 
grenous (noma),  often  extend  to  the  neighboring  mucous  mem- 
branes. 

(f )  Pharynx. — Ulceration  or  inflammation  of  the  na.^opharynx 
is  a  common  cause  of  otalgia.  In  acute  lun^illitis  the  i>ain  is  com- 
monly referred  to  the  car.  These  diseases  are  fully  discussed  in 
appropriate  chapters. 

(d)  Esophagus. — Esophageal  diseases  may  extend  to  the 
larynx  and  pharynx.  Malignant  growths  when  located  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  c-^ophagu^  eventually  extend  to  the  pharynx  and  larynx, 
producing  paralysis,  dvitphagia,  and  aphonia.  When  the  lower 
portion  of  the  c^nphagu'*  is  the  seat  of  caTiccr,  pressure  j^  brought 
to  bear  upon  the  laryngeal  nerve,  causing  laryngeal  paralysis,  bat 
the  pain  or  paresthesia  is  referred  to  the  tonsils  or  root  of  the 
tongue  (Stein"). 

(c)  Stomach  and  Intestines. — Indigestion,  whether  due  to 
gastric  or  gasirotntestinal  affections,  is  prone  to  evoke  trouble- 
some congestion  of  the  muco^a  of  the  upper  respiratory  tract,  which 
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persists  until  the  pritnary  cause  h  eliminated.  These  disturbances 
vary  from  simple  congestion  to  inllaniinatioii  and  hypertrophy.  A 
characteristic  syuiptuin  uf  this  type  is  the  patieiit'b  intolerance  to 
examination  of  the  fauces  and  pharynx,  due  to  the  hyperesthesia  of 
thetic  parts. 

Jn  Hke  manner  digestive  disturbances  are  believed  to  result 
from  idiopathic  atTections  of  the  nose  and  throat-  The  continuous 
swallowing  of  the  discharge  emanating  from  diseased  adenoids  and 
tonsils  by  chiUiren,  ov  of  pus  from  oi^ena,  or  suppurating  accessory 
sinuses  by  adults,  has  a  delcteriuiis  effect  upon  the  digestive  func- 
tions. Kcrlcy  calls  attention  to  the  prevalence  of  colds  and  adenoids 
in  children  who  eat  exces.^ive  amounts  of  cane-sugar.  Stomatitis, 
aphtha,  cancrum  oris,  herpes,  nasopharyngitis  and  laryngitis  arc 
commonly  of  digestive  origin.  Cases  of  edema  of  the  larynx  due 
to  catarrhal  inflammation  of  the  intestines  and  cirrhosis  of  the  liver 
have  been  reported  by  Schrotter,  Schmidt,  and  Lori.  Hyperemia 
of  the  throat  in  the  vomiting  of  gastritis  or  regurgitation  of  dyspep- 
sia is  common.  Butyric  acid  and  other  eructations  from  gastric 
fermentation  irritate  the  mucosa  of  the  upper  air  tract.  Hyperemia 
of  the  upper  respiratory  tract  and  lingual  varix  are  commonly 
associated  with  constipation,  and  indicanuria  induces  nasopharyn- 
geal congestion.  Obstinate  nasopharyngitis  is  observed  in  conneo 
ion  with  (ilenard's  disease. 

(/)  Liver. — The  nasopharyngeal  mucosa  is  often  congested 
in  advanced  cirrhosis  of  the  liver.  Ecchymoscs  and  alarm- 
ing epistaxis  are  commonly  observed  in  cirrhotic  patients.  Tn 
chronic  jaundice  the  tiine  rcc|uiri'd  for  coagulalitm  of  the  blood  to 
take  place  may  be  lengthened  from  three  and  a  half  to  four  and  a 
half  minutes  i normal)  to  eleven  or  twelve  minutes;  hem'c  the  tend- 
ency to  hemorrhage  of  the  mucous  membranes.  The  danger  of 
operating  in  this  condition  is.  therefore,  considerable,  because  of 
the  difficulty  of  controlling  hemorrhage. 

The  vascular,  lymphatic  and  nerve  interrelationship  which 
exists  between  various  organs  of  the  body  is  still  further  illustrated 
by  the  maimer  in  wliich  toxins  and  infections  arc  conveyed  from 
the  diseased  to  the  healthy;  thus  infections  of  the  ear.  nose,  and 
throat  evoke  cervical  adenitis:  the  appearance  of  asthma  in  con- 
junction with  vasomotor  rhinitis,  arthritis  from  infected  tonsils, 
and  the  simultaneous  appearance  of  slreptococccmic  appendicitis 
and  tonsillitis, 

(17)  The  Lungs. — A'arious  diseases  when  appearing  primarily 
in  the  lung-^  evoke  secondary  manifestations  in  the  nose  and  throat. 
Among  these  arc  pulmonary-  tuberculosis,  which  has  heretofore  been 
considered  (Chapter  XXIX).  Acute  and  chronic  bronchitis  and 
pleuritis  induce  secondary  laryngitis  and  pharyngitis,  partly  from 
the  mechanical  irritation  produced  by  coughing  and  from  the  infec- 
tion and  irritation  nf  the  secretions. 

.An  cxrc<isive  paroxysmal  cough  often  Induces  hemorrhage  from 
the  nose,  (iharynx.  or  larynx,  but.  unless  there  is  some  ulceration  or 
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tumor  to  account  ior  it.  tlic  aiiuiiint  is  slight.  Decasiotial  cases 
of  larj'ngcal  ulccraiiijii  have  been  repurtcd  in  brunchopncumonia. 
A  metallic  cuugh  aud  laryngeal  paralysis  (cither  abductor  or  com- 
plete) of  llie  cords  may  nccur  in  chronic  thickening  of  the  pleura* 
due  to  involvement  of  the  recurrent  laryngeal  nerve,  or  in-  apical 
fibrosis  of  the  right  Iting. 

The  same  symptoms  are  also  ol>ser\"efI  in  some  cases  of 
enlarged  bronchial  lymph  glands,  or  from  iiimnrs  in  the  tipper 
mediastinum.  Thymic  enlargement  in  infants  evokes  characteristic 
stridor,  and  sumctimes,  during  aneMlicsia.  sudden  death. 

ASTHMA. 

Asthma  is  of  reflex  nasal  origin  when  due  to  septal  dellections, 
hypertrophic  rhinitis,  cilimoiditis,  and  nasal  polypi.  This  is  believed 
to  result  from  ihe  intimate  relationship  existing  between  the  vagus 
and  the  bulbar  nuclei  of  the  Bfth  nerve.  This  type  of  ar^thma  is 
relieved  and  often  cured  by  the  removal  of  the  intranasal  Ie>.iun. 
The  author  cannot  commend  the  universal  cauterization  of  the 
upper  portion  of  the  triangular  nasal  cartilage  in  all  cases  of  asthma 
as  recommended  by  Trancib  and  others. 

The  theory  advanced  by  Sajotis-'  as  to  the  etiology  of  asthma  is 
ingenious  and  is  freely  quoted  in  the  following  remarks  upon 
etiology  and  pathi'I">^y  : — 

Etiology  and  Pathogenesis. — According  to  Sajous.  the  predis- 
posing cause  of  asthma  is  an  excessive  irritability  of  the  trigeminal 
centre  in  the  |)iiuitary  body,  due  to  the  presence  tn  the  blood  of 
toxic  waste  pmducts.  The  presence  of  these  toxic  wastes  is  in  turn 
the  result  of  hypoactivity  of  the  adrenal  system,  a  condition  which 
may  be  either  inherited  or  brought  on  by  disease  of  an  adynamic 
type,  especially  those  of  childhood.  The  proportion  of  adrmoxidasc 
formed  being  inade<|uate.  catabolism  is  carried  on  imperfectly,  and 
the  intermediate  wastes  that  are  constantly  present  in  the  blood 
sustain  the  hypcrscnsitivencss  of  the  trigeminal  centre. 

As  a  result  of  this  trigeminal  oversensitiveness,  the  mucous 
mcmhrancs,  particularly  those  nearest  the  pituitary  l>ody.  i.e..  the 
nose  (when  the  scat  of  local  lesions,  hypertrophies,  polypi, 
exostoses,  etc."),  especially  the  eyes,  pharynx,  ear,  and  in  some  cases 
the  entire  respiratory  tract,  are  hyperesthelic. 


HYPERESTHETIC  RHINITIS 
(Hay  Fever,  Rose  Cold,  Autunuia]  Caurrh,  etc.). 

This  affection,  commonly  known  as  hay  fever,  is  found  in 
certain  persons  nf  neurotic  constitution  and  liypcresthclic  tumI 
mucosa  in  whom  certain  irritants  in  the  form  of  pollens,  or  irritat- 
ing emanations  produce  periodica!  attacks  of  a  severe  form  of  acute 
obstructive  rhinitis  with  asthmatic  symptoms, 

'Internal  Secretions  and  the  Princiivles  of  Medicine,  p.  1711. 
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Treatment  (See  Allergy  and  Pollen-tlierapy,  p.  646). — The  cor- 
rection of  nasal  deformities,  the  removal  of  jiolypi,  and  the  eradJcalioii 
of  diseased  lurbinali  and  accessory  sinus  atTcotions  is  indicated  in  a'l 
cases  of  astliiiia.  As  a  prcvcniive  measure  Sajuus  recommends  ilie  ad 
niinislralion  of  thyroid  extract  in  3-grain  doses  three  times  a  day.  to  W 
reduced  to  Z  grains  twice  daily  after  four  days,  tliis  ircatincnt  to  be 
cummenced  about  four  weeks  before  the  usual  onset  of  periodical  attack. 

Treatment  by  ihe  various  specific  sera  has  not  met  witli  general 
success.  In  America  the  usual  irritant  is  the  pollen  nf  the  rose,  rag- 
"weed,  and  guMeiirud,  while  in  Europe  it  Is  more  often  that  of  the 
grain-bearing  grasses.  This  may  account  for  the  greater  success 
from  the  adminifilraiion  of  Dunhar's  serum  abroad,  as  it  is  made 
from  the  grain  pollen.  Somcrs  reports  some  success  from  the  use 
of  the  goldcnrod  antitoxin.  Michaels.  Uradcn  Kyle,  and  others  have 
investigated  the  chemical  changes  in  the  na-i^al  and  buccal  secretions 
in  sufferers  from  hyperesthctic  rliinitis.  and  contend  that  a  ^juhacid 
condition,  due  to  faulty  ehminatinn,  attended  hy  excessive  ammonia 
salt  production  is,  in  some  instances,  a  source  of  irritatinn  in  hay 
fever. 

During  the  attack  much  relief  is  obtained  hy  abstaining  front 
alcohol,  tobacco,  rich  foods  and  by  a  careful  observance  of  recog- 
nized rules  of  hygiene.  The  nasal  muco-sa  may  be  cleansed  with 
bland  alkaline  sprays  and  protected  by  liquid  vascUn,  which  may  be 
medicated  with  camphor  and  nienlhul,  2  per  ccnt.^ 

A  spray  of  2  to  4  per  cent,  cocaine  and  1 ;  .-iOOO  adrenalin  by 
contracting  the  artcritilos  gives  temporary  relief.  T'*  some  patients 
adrenalin  is  extremely  irritating,  and  in  tliesc  its  local  use  aggra- 
vates the  symptoms. 

The  administration  of  thyroid  extract,  grs.  iij,  is  worthy  of 
trial,  and  codeine  taken  at  night  is  beneficial.  Fxcitement  and  over- 
exertion should  be  avoided.  Of  all  forms  of  treatment  the  climatic 
is  the  most  successful. 


ANGIONEUROTIC  EDEMA. 

Angioneurotic  edema  is  characterized  by  the  appearance  of 
circumscribed  swellings  upon  the  skin  or  mucuus  surface,  which  arc 
the  result  of  vasomotor  neuroses. 

It  is  a  rare  disease  which  may  appear  upon  any  portion  of  the 
surface  of  the  body.  It  occasionally  develops  in  the  mucosa  of  the 
pharynx  or  larynx.  The  edematous  patches  are  pearly  gray  in 
color,  non-inflammatorj'.  and  are  not  attended  by  febrile  symptoms. 
They  appear  suddenly,  and  after  from  one  to  three  days  subside. 
In  the  pharynx  angioneurotic  edema  rarely  produces  serious  symp- 
toms, but  in  the  larynx  the  edematous  tissue  may  produce  serious 
dyspnea  or  asphyxiation. 

The  treatment  of  this  disease  is  precisely  the  same  as  that 
intjUcatcd  for  infectious  epigloliiiis  (Chapter  XLVIIIj. 
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INFLUENCE  OF  GE.VERAL  DISEASES. 


CIRCULATORY  SYSTEM. 

Ill  all  diseases  of  ihe  heai'l,  wlicther  i>rimary  or  secondary, 
where  llic  compensation  is  insufficient  there  exist?  a  leiidency  tn 
congestion  of  tlic  mucous  membranes  and  rissiic  of  the  head.  In 
the  Hp[>er  respiraiory  tract  episiaxis.  labyrinthine  and  other  hemor- 
rhages occasionally  result.  F.dema  of  the  larjnx  is  sometimes  of 
cardiac  urigin.  Whenever  left  abductor  laryngeal  paralysis  com- 
plicates severe  peritiaidial  effusion  it  is  due  to  pressure  on  the  Icfi 
recurrent  laryngeal  nerve.  Aneurisms  in  the  thorax  fretjuently 
cau*c  laryngeal  paralysis  and  aphonia  by  pressure  upon  the  recur- 
rent laryngeal  nerve.     Aneurism  of  the  aortic  arch  usually  involves 
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Fig.  301. — Tlic  Fnufflil  bli>ud -pressure  apparatus. 

the  left  recurrent  laryngeal  nerve.  Aneurism  of  the  asccnditi^  por- 
tion of  the  aorta  by  extending  into  the  right  pleura  may  linally 
involve  the  right  recurrent  laryngeal  nerxc.  Ul:^;a^ionally  boUi 
nerves  are  involved.  Aneurism  of  the  subclavian  artery  may  also 
cauHe  paralysis  of  the  larynx.  Paralysis  of  the  left  vocal  cord  is 
commonly  the  first  symptom  induced  by  aneurism  nf  the  arch  of 
the  aorta. 

Malignant  endocarditis  has  been  traced  in  some  cases  to  strep- 
tococcic tonsillitis.  High  bliHul-prcssure  in  arleriosclernsis  may 
]troduce  nausea,  headache,  vertigo,  and  tinnitus.  If  this  occurs  in 
one  with  considerable  deafness,  lab>rin thine  disease  may  be 
wrongly  inferred.  The  sphygroomanonietcr  (I'igs.  301  and  302) 
ser\'cs  to  verify  the  diagno.sis.  Vasodilators  arc  the  appropriate 
remedial  agents.  Labyrinthine  hemorrhage  is  more  common  in 
individuals  with  atheromatous  arteries. 

(tj)  Anemia. — Anemic  symptoms  are  apparent  earlier  and  arc 
more  pronounced  in  ihc  no^m  than  in  the  canjuncti%a,  lips  and 
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gums.  It  IS  characterized  by  a  shrunken  and  pale  appearance. 
Olfactory  haHucinations  and  tinnitus  aiirium  arc  common  in 
anemia  when  due  to  sudden  hemorrhage.  Anemia  of  tlie  soft  palate 
and  epiglottis  is  characturisiic  (if  advanced  phthisis.  The  pharyn- 
geal mucosa  in  anemia  is  pale  and  cither  hyperesthetic  or  anesthetic, 
while  the  voice  may  become  functionally  weak,  husky,  or  even 
aphonic.  In  severe  anemia  ecchymotic  spot.s  and  various  hemor- 
rhages of  ilie  mucnuyi  arc  quite  common.  Labyrinthine  hemorrhage 
piay  occur  in  pernicious  anemia. 


Fig.  3t}2, —  the  i-'auglit  b I uud- pressure  apparatus  applied 
to  a  patient's  arm. 


(&)  Leukemia. — The  complications  of  leukemia  found  in  the 
nose,  throat,  and  car  arc  cancrum  oris,  innammatiim  oi  the  tonsils 
and  pharynx,  often  with  necrotic  areas,  episla.\is,  hemorrhage  into 
the  tympanum  nr  labyrinth,  and  deafness.  Vidal  and  Isanderl 
found  disturbances  of  hearing  in  10  per  cent,  of  alt  cases  of  leuke- 
mia. Schwabach  states  that  in  acute  leukemia  deafness  arises  in 
the  initial  stages,  while  in  the  chronic  form  deafness  appears  in  the 
later  stages. 

In  various  forms  of  purpura,  whether  toxic,  neurutic,  in  the 
newborn  or  in  hcmophiliacji.  and  purpura  hemorrhagica,  surgical 
Operations  are  extremely  dangerous.  .Attempts  have  recently  been 
made  to  increase  the  coagulation  of  the  bltvod  by  the  subcuiancons 
injection  of  a  scrum,  or  by  the  direct  transfusion  of  the  blood  of  a 
normal  individual. 
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INFLUENCE  OF  GENERAL  DISEASES. 
HODQKIN'S  DISEASE. 


During  an  attack  of  Hodgkin's  disease  the  muco>i^a  i$  often 
waxy  anil  |)ale  yellow  la  appearance.  Epistaxis  and  other  Iienior- 
rhages  are  not  so  frequent  as  in  leukemia.  In  severe  case?  lymph 
nodules  appear  on  the  tonsils,  cpiglotlia,  aryepiglottic  folds,  and 
sometimes  in  other  parts  of  the  larynx  and  trachea.  They  appear 
as  small,  soft,  whitisK,  and  slightly  raised  spots,  with  a  tendency  to 
necrosis  and  ulceration.  Extensive  infiltration  and  sometimes  large 
tumors  appear  in  the  tonsils  and  in  other  parts  of  the  pharynx  or  at 
the  base  of  the  tongue.  Involvcnicni  nf  ihe  bronchial  glands  may 
cause  larj-ngeal  paralysis  through  pressure  upon  the  recurrent 
laryngeal' nerve,  or  pressure  symptoms  may  be  produced  on  the 
bronchi  or  trachea. 

TABES  DORSALIS 
(Locomotor  Ataxia). 

Tabes  dorsalis  is  attended  with  several  .'iymptonis  which  arc 
referable  to  the  throat  and  larynx,  the  most  common  of  which  is 
paralysis  of  the  laryngeal  muscles.  The  abductor  muscles  arc  the 
first  to  succumb,  but  in  advanced  cases  the  tensors  aUo  may  become 
involved.     Cimiplcte  recurrent  paralysis  is  rare. 

Laryngeal  jjaralvsis  is  often  the  earliest  symptom  of  labes, 
and  according  to  \Valson  Wttllams  is  always  accompanied  by 
marked  and  persistent  increase  in  the  pulse  rate. 

Larj'ngeal  crises  is  a  later  symptom  of  tabes  and  is  charac- 
terized by  paroxysms  of  coughing,  which  arc  immediately  followed 
by  dyspnea.  Violent  rasping  cough  and  strident  inspiratory  sound, 
together  with  the  excitement  due  to  the  patient's  fear  of  impending 
suffocation,  produce  an  alarming  series  of  sym|»t"ms.  Respiration 
finally  ceases  temporarily,  and  the  patient  may  lose  consciou-jness 
or  complain  of  vertigo.  The  attack  usually  lasts  about  thirty 
-•teconds.  after  which  the  respirations  become  normal.  Fatal  cases 
of  laryngeal  crises  have  been  reported. 

Regarding  larj-ngcal  crises,  Touehe  found  12  cases  in  40  cases 
e-vamined.  fireen  found  7  out  of  60  cases  cxaminetL  Moore  and 
Martin  report  fatal  cases  of  recurrent  laryngeal  spasm,  c<Mni)licatert 
by  bronchial  spasm.  Tn  both  cases  trachcriiomy  was  performed, 
but  death  from  exhaustion  ensued  in  about  ten  days.  Whenever 
there  is  lack  of  co-ordination  of  the  muscular  movements  of  the 
larjmx.  ataxic  movements  of  the  cords  may  be  seen,  in  consequence 
of  which  the  speech  becomes  jerky  and  uncertain.  Anesthesia  and 
hyperesthesia  of  the  pharynx  and  larynx  i.-;  occasionally  observed 
as  a  complication  of  tabes.     Paresthesia  is  more  rare. 

Progressive  deafness,  according  to  Duchenne,  is  eommnn  in 
locomotor  ataxia,  and  is  due  to  atrophy  of  the  acoustic  ner\*e. 
Morepurgo  and  Marina  examined  53  tabetics  and  found  only  10 
who  had  normal  hearing.  Acmrding  to  Pnlitzer.  labes  is  accom- 
panied by  unbearable  tinnitus,  the  disease  being  bilateral  and  often 
accompanied  by  vertigo. 
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SCURVY. 

In  scurvy  the  gums  are  swollen,  edematous,  or  ulcerated  and 
bleed  easily;  the  teeth  are  foul  and  become  loose  or  fall  out.  The 
tongue  may  be  swollen.  Ilcinorrliagic  areas  which  tend  to  ulcerate 
sometimes  appear  in  the  mouth  or  pharynx. 

UREMIA. 

The  lowered  resistance  of  the  body  which  accompanies  ad- 
vanced kidney  lesions  tends  to  aggravate  all  forms  of  aural  affec- 
tions. 

A  special  uremic  stomatitis  has  been  described  by  Eiarie.  It 
occurs  on  the  lips,  Rums  and  tongue,  which  become  swollen  and 
ulcerated  with  increase  of  »aliva. 


CHRONIC  INTERSTITIAL  NEPHRITIS. 

Edema  of  the  glottis,  cpistaxis.  tinnitus,  vertigo,  and  deafness 
arc  observed  in  clirnnic  interstitial  nephritis  and  le^s  commonly  iu 
parenchymatous  nephritis. 


GENITAL  SYSTEM. 

Periodic  hypcrcnn'a  of  the  nasal  mucosa,  turgcscence  of  the 
inferior  turbinals.  cpistaxis,  liypcrcslhesia,  and  paresthesia  are 
Bomelimcs  observed  in  conjunction  with  disturbances  in  tlie  genital 
tract  in  Ixiih  males  and  females.  Voice  weakness  and  slight  hoarse- 
ness sometimes  occur  in  female  singers  at  the  menstrual  period. 
According  to  Meniere  and  Jacobson,  sudden  cessation  of  menstrua- 
tion may  pniduce  Ubyrinihine  licmorrhage.  Vicarious  bleeding 
from  the  external  auditory  canal  has  been  reported  in  a  few 
instances,  and  more  ccinnion!*'  fmm  the  nose  and  throat.  Laut- 
mann  and  Fliess  claim  to  have  found  hypcrestliclic  points  on  the 
inferior  lurbinal  and  septum  in  dysinenorrhea.  Ileltmann  reports 
a  case  of  labial  and  laryngeal  herpes  appearing  regularly  one  week 
prior  to  the  menstrual  ilow. 


PREGNANCY. 

The  influence  of  pregnancy  on  tuberculosis  of  the  larynx  is 
baneful.  In  a  series  reported  by  Kuttncr,  200  out  of  231  died  during 
or  shortly  after  delivery.  Freudenrlial"'  reports  a  similar  experience. 
Furthcrnioro  about  75  per  cent,  of  children  horn  of  mothers  who 
have  tuberculous  laryngitis  die  within  the  first  year. 


■*  Transarlions  nf  ihc  American  Laryngological,  Rhinological  and  OltdogicjU 
Society,  1907.  p.  274. 
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INFLUENCE  Ol-    flENEttAL   t>ISE^\SES. 


PUBERTY. 


'I'iicrc  is  a  marked  growtli  and  development  of  t)ie  upper 
respirator)'  tract.  esjKrially  in  Ihe  inalc.  ai  puberty,  with  a,  tendency 
to  congestion  of  the  mucosa.  The  accessory  sinuses  nwy  also  grow 
rapidly  at  this  time,  and  adenoids  of  moderate  size  which  previously 
obstructed  respiration  may  now,  owing  to  incrcaLscd  size  of  the 
nasijpharynx,  no  longer  interfere.  At  this  period  the  vocal  cords 
increase  markedly  in  length  in  the  male;  not  so  much  in  the  fcmjile. 
This  explains  the  breaking  of  the  boy's  voice  at  this  period.  The 
laryngeal  muscles  become  easily  fatigued;  thercf<'re,  squeaking  ami 
hoarseness  are  easily  evoked.  'ITic  "change  of  voice"  require*  about 
one  year.  Occasioiially  the  voice  becomes  temporarily  or  prrnia- 
nentiv  falsetto,  esi>ccta]ly  if  much  used  in  singing  at  this  time. 
Persfstcnt  falsetto  is  treated  by  vocal  and  respiratory  exercise,  such 
as  deep  and  slow  respirations  and  production  of  deep  tones  several 
times  a  day.  I^Iit,  words  should  lie  pn^iH^inced  deq)ly  and  sk^vly, 
gradually  lengthening  the  exercises  until  reading  aloud  may  be  em- 
ployed.   In  two  or  three  weeks  a  cure  is  effected. 

STATUS  LYMPHATICUS. 

Status  lympliaticus.  so  nantctl  by  Paltaiif,  is  characterized  by  a 
persistent  vr  hypoplastic  thyinuii  gland,  assixriatcd  with  hyi>er]'ta»ia  of 
the  tonsils,  adenoids,  lymph-nodes.  lymphatic  elements  of  the  intes- 
tinal tract  and  spleen.  The  importance  of  status  lymphaiints  in  dis- 
eases of  the  upper  air  tract  is  due  to  the  liability  of  the  victims  of  ihis 
iliathests  to  suddenly  die  during  t]ie  a<  I  ministration  of  anesthesia,  espe- 
cially chloroform.  Fatalities  tmvc  also  l>cen  known  to  follow  sudden 
shock  and  injection  of  diphtheria  antitoxin.  LV>cks'  has  reiioncd  an 
interesting  series  of  cases  and  calls  attention  in  the  significance  of 
dysimea  anrl  stridomus  breathing  in  m-wlwim  children.  It  often  hap- 
pens that  tlic  presence  of  stains  lymphaticus  tirst  l)ecomcs  a|>parent 
when  anesthesia  has  been  induced  and  alanning  or  fatal  results  liavc 
ensued.  The  diagtinsis  is  itiflicull,  although  percussion  of  the  enlarged 
thymus  gland  may  be  of  «>me  benefit.  Radiography  ( Fig.  303a )  seem* 
to  offer  the  surest  diagnostic  evidence  of  this  affection.  There  H  no 
known  treatment  for  this  diathesis,  but  it  'a  here  suggested  that  in 
cases  of  known  status  lymphaticus,  anesthesia,  particularly  chlorofonn 
narcosis,  sliould  be  avoided.  \\'hcre  the  dyspnea  lias  been  due  to  the 
mechanical  pressure  of  the  eidargcd  tliynms  gland  ui>on  Ihc  trachea. 
Jackson  and  others  have  excised  a  portion  of  the  gland,  or  have  pulled 
it  forwani  ami  sutured  it  to  the  sternum,  after  the  preliminary  i>er- 
formance  of  tracheotomy  with  a  tube  long  enough  to  reach  Iwkiw  the 
ohsinictkm. 


>  The  Larynitascope.  Jaly.  1910:  Augun.  I9li. 


I'ig.  .Jl(Jn^^l.o:iiH<i  liy  i>r.  j'lliri  R  MaiKmiv.  wuli  iIk-  fnllowiiig 
history:  lliilrl  HRtil  .1  years,  iioriiial  iit  birth.  Shortly  afli-r  lurtli  Ijejiaii 
to  l"se  wciKtil,  Inn  was  restored  by  nicrctirijil  iiiniu-tioiis.  In  Aiij^iist,  1^12. 
was  K)vtii  :ititituxiii  (iir  an  attack  I'f  tliphtlifria  atid  itiL-  larynx  was  in- 
tiibat*-(l.  Thr  lulic  was  kot>t  in  for  six  wceki  Olwinictcfl  dysptiL-a  re- 
mained ucni!  I.Vci-'iiiticr,  Child  is  anemic;  iiiitrilinn  in  ik-fcclivc;  pulse 
accpkriitcd.  Imt  Kmprranirc  tmrmat.  Thrrc  is  rctractitm  of  the  lower  cos- 
tal recinii  .inO  »u|>ra<?l]vicular  spaces  on  in5(Ti ration.  iLxpiration  (mm  l«?it 
Inng  prol'iitKcd  fi"'l  wfiislliiiR.  <iiic  probahlv  lo  presi^nrc  im  left  broncluis. 
In  the  radtii|{rxph  ihc  arrows  point  to  the  nutcr  borders  of  tht  enlargrd 
Ulatid.  wliich  cxt<.'nil»  lo  and  ovcrlapses  the  aorta  an.l  hvari. 


PART   III. 

The  Nose  and  Accessory  Sinuses. — The  Pharynx 
and  Fauces. — The  Larynx. 


SECTION    I. 

The  Nose  and  the  Nasal  Accessory  Sinuses. 


CHAPTER  XXXIU. 

ACUTE  INFLAMMATORY  AFFECTIONS  OF  THE 
NASAL  MUCOSA 


RHINITIS. 

# 

General  Remarks. — This  tuctrcmely  cummon  affection  bolh  in 
its  acute  and  clirunic  form  was  believed  by  Gatcn  Ut  be  the  result 
of  a  secretion  from  the  brain  passing  through  the  orifices  of  the 
ethmoid  into  the  nose,  the  process  relieving;  tlic  brain  of  superHuous 
substances.  Schneider  .successfully  cnnibaicd  iliis  theory,  and  after 
him  the  nasal  mucous  membrane  is  sometimes  called  the  Schnci- 
dcrian  membrane.  In  France  a  cold  in  the  head  i^  ^till  designated 
rheume  de  certvaux.  During  later  years,  as  the  result  of  patholog- 
ical study,  a  more  intelligent  classihcation  has  been  rendered  pos- 
sible, shiiwinj;  the  variety  of  diseases  which  may  be,  Renerally. 
clasitilicd  under  the  term  rhinitis. 

I'crtainin};  to  the  probable  bacterial  origin  of  intranasal  dis- 
eases, it  may  be  slaietl  that,  aside  from  ihc  air-lK»rne  organisms  with 
which  the  vibrissrc  are  contaminated,  the  organisms  found  most 
frequently  in  inflammatory  conditions  of  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  nose  arc  the  diphtheria  bacillu.s.  the  influenza  bacillus,  the 
Micrococcus  catarrhaJis.  and  le?5  commonly  the  pneumococcus.  In 
suppuration  of  ttic  accessory  nasal  cavities  the  bacteriology  varies. 
In  antrum  disease  the  micro-organisms  arc  numerous,  with  the 
Bacteria  fusiformis  predominating  when  the  infection  is  from  carious 
leeth ;  the  other  bacteria  found  are  the  pneumococcus.  streptococcus, 
staphylococcus,  and  the  Micrococcus  catarrhaJis.  Often  these  can 
be  found  in  pure  culture. 

The  nasopharvnx  mav  harbor  this  same  variety  of  micro- 
organism-*, with  the  addilinn  of  the  meningococcu.'s,  and  frequently 
without  exhibiting  anv  pathological  features  until  the  tissue  resist- 
ance is  lowered  or  the  increase  in  bacicrial  virulence  may  arouse 
them  into  activity.    While  the  subject  has  not,  as  yet.  been  suffi- 
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ciently  investigated  to  point  to  a  positive  bacteriology  of  the 
majority  of  the  diseases  of  the  nose  and  the  accessory  cavities,  still 
the  speciiic  organisms  of  some  of  the  infectious  diseases  affecting 
the  nasal  cavities  are  readily  isolated,  as  the  tubercle  bacilli  in 
tuberculosis  and  lupus,  the  Spirocheta  pallida  in  syphilis,  the  Bacillus 
lepra  in  leprosy,  the  bacilli  of  Frisch  in  rhinoscleroma,  the  Bacillus 
mallei  in  glanders,  and  Klebs-Loeffler  bacilli  in  diphtheria. 

•   The  various   forms   of  rhinitis   may  be   classified   under   two 
general  headings,  viz.,  acute  and  chronic. 

SIMPLE  ACUTE  RHINITIS 
(Acute  Coiyza,  "Cold  in  the  Head'^. 

Acute  nasal  catarrh  is  an  inflammatory  process  involving  the 
nasal  mucosa,  with  an  accumulation  of  lymphocytes  in  the  tissues 
surrounding  the  blood-vessels.  This  accounts  for  the  copious 
exudate  which  accompanies  the  disease  at  times,  and  the  congestion 
is  of  sufficient  severity  to  produce  capillary  rupture  and  extravasa- 
tions. 

Etiology. — The  predisposing  causes  of  simple  acute  rhinitis  are 
physical  exhaustion,  chronic  rhinitis,  constitutional  disorders,  age, 
heredity,  and  bad  hygiene.  Individuals  who  suffer  from  chronic 
rhinitis  resulting  from  intranasal  obstruction  are  extremely  liable 
to  attacks  of  simple  acute  rhinitis. 

Among  the  constitutional  disorders  which  predispose  to  this 
affection  are  the  gouty  diathesis,  rheumatism,  diabetes,  dyspepsia, 
asthma,  cardiac  diseases,  and  Bright's  disease.  Physical  exhaus- 
tion, whether  from  overwork,  dissipation  or  disease,  creates  a  sus- 
ceptibility to  attacks  of  simple  acute  rhinitis.  Likewise  the 
deterioration  of  heahh  which  follows  prolonged  association  with 
insanitary  surroundings  strongly  predisposes  to  this  affection. 

We  mention,  as  examples  of  the  latter,  vitiated  air,  overcrowd- 
ing, defective  diet,  insanitation,  sedentary  habits  and  neglect  of 
body  cleanliness.  Of  the  exciting  causes,  chemical  irritants, 
exposure  to  cold,  dampness,  and,  according  to  Parker,  extreme  heat, 
or  to  bacterial  irritants  (infections)  are  the  most  noteworthy. 
Furthermore  it  is  significant  that  simple  acute  rhinitis  is  more 
common  during  the  change  of  seasons. 

No  specific  germ  has  yet  been  isolated,  but  its  bacterial  nature 
is  undoubted,  since  in  most  cases  the  Bacillus  infiuenztc,  the  Micro- 
coccus calarrhalis.  and  Friedlander's  bacillus  are  found. 

riacteria  within  the  nasal  cavities  may  long  remain  inactive;  on 
the  contrary,  however,  they  may  rapidly  develop  pathogenic  proper- 
ties provided  favorable  conditions  appear  in  the  way  of  circulatory 
disturbances  in  the  nasal  mucous  membrane,  or  when  the  general 
health  is  tielow  par,  thus  lowering  the  bodily  resistance. 

It  is  doubtful  wliether  micro-organisms  alone  ever  primarily 
give  rise  to  simple  acute  catarrhal  rhinitis,  and  it  is  still  a  disputed 
point  whetlier  the  ottior  etiological  factors  heretofore  named  may 
excite    an    attack    without    the    influence    of    micro-organisms, 
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FrequcTit  attacks  during  childhood  signify  the  presence  of  hyper- 
tri>]»])ic  lymphoid  tis.suc  in  tiic  iiaxjpliarynx. 

Pathology. — The  pathnlngical  chaiigts  may  be  classified  accord- 
ing to  three  clinical  stages  of  the  disease,  (a)  Initial  stage  or  onset. 
The  onset  of  simple  acute  rhinitis  is  characterized  by  sudden  con- 
gestion of  the  capillaries  of  the  nasal  mucosa,  accompanied  by  dry- 
ness, swelling,  a  shiny  ajipcarance  and  reduced  ■icrrclii'>n.  (A) 
During  the  second  stage  inlillralion  nf  the  mucosa  Ijecomcs  more 
marked  and  the  secretions  ninre  profuse,  the  latter  at  lirsi  heing 
serous  and  gradually  becoming  mucopurulent  as  the  third  stage  is 
reached,  ^lean while  llie  nasal  passages  become  "stuffed"  or 
blocked  as  a  result  of  the  tumefaction  of  the  mucous  membrane  and 
turbinal  tissues,  (c)  The  third  stage  is  marked  by  gradual  cessation 
of  the  injection  and  infiltration  of  the  mucosa,  and  by  profuse  muco- 
purulent or  purulent  discharge.  !n  neglected  cases  tlie  third  stage 
may  he  prolonged  indefinitely,  and  gradually  assume  the  charac- 
teristics of  chronic  catarrh.  Otherwise  the  secrerrons  gradually 
subside  and  the  niucosa  returns  to  the  normal  state. 

Sjrmptoms. — An  attack  of  acute  rhinitis  is  usually  ushered  in 
by  sneezing  and  a  sensation  of  nasal  stuffiness  or  obstruction.  The 
obstruction  is  associated  with  a  burning  sensation  in  the  nose,  ten- 
derness over  the  forcliead  upon  pressure,  heat  In  and  below  the  eyes, 
lachrymation,  a  general  sense  of  dryness  of  the  mouth  an<l  throat, 
and  ofien  perversion  or  absence  of  the  sense  of  smell  and  taste, 
Soon  after  the  onset  the  general  symptoms  supcrveiu'.  such  as 
languor,  fatigue,  chilliness,  and  prostration.  The  general  disturb- 
ances may  be  slight,  but  very  commonly  they  are  prolonged  and 
distressing  on  account  of  the  predominance  of  one  or  more  of  these 
manifestations.  After  a  few  hours  the  nasal  obstruction  becomes 
associated  with  a  profuse  watery  discharge  and  the  mucosa  which 
was  at  first  hyperetnic  becomes  so  much  infiltrated  that  one  or  both 
nostrils  may  become  entirely  occluded.  The  nasal  obstruction  com- 
monly alieniales  from  one  nostril  to  tlie  other.  The  serous  exudate 
soon  changes  to  »  mucopurulent  and  therefore  thicker  discharge  as 
a  result  of  the  increasing  admixture  with  cellular  elements,  and 
meanwhile  it  diminishes  in  quantity.  The  discharge  often  possesses 
an  irritating  f|uality  which  produces  excoriation  of  the  skin  about 
the  nasal  orifices  and  upper  lip.  There  may  be  a  slight  rise  of 
temperature  and  consitlcrahle  less  of  appetite.  On  account  of  the 
interference  with  taste  and  smell,  habitual  users  of  tobacco  usually 
ab.stain  voluntarily  during  this  period.  Mouih-brcathing  is  the  rule, 
especially  during  sleep,  resulting  iu  great  dryness  of  the  pharyngeal 
and  laryngeal  mucosa.  Nursing  children,  on  account  of  the  attend- 
ant nasal  obstruction,  encounter  much  difficulty  in  taking  nourish- 
ment, being  frequently  obliged  lo  drop  the  nipple  in  order  to 
breathe.  The  swelling  of  the  mucosa  graduall;'  subsides,  and  the 
secretion  slowly  diminishes  and  finally  disapi)cars:  the  attack 
usually  terminates  after  a  week  or  the  proverbial  nine  days. 

Complications. — Occasionally  the  disease  extends  over  a  period 
of  several  weeks,  especially  the  influenzal  forms,  or  when  com- 
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plicated  by  involvement  uf  the  accessory  sinuses  or  the  middle  car, 
or  of  the  pharynx  or  larynx.  The  nasopharynx  is  alniusi  invariably 
involved  in  every  case,  and  an  associaicdacuic  tonsillitis  is  cummun. 
Simple  acute  rhinitis  is  quite  often  secondary  to  an  attack  of  acute 
tonsillitis.  Sometimes  the  catarrhal  affection  in  the  nose  shows  a 
marked  tendency  to  extend  to  the  deeper  air  passajjes,  even  to  the 
bronchi.  In  certain  individuals  an  attack  of  simple  acute  rhinitis 
predisposes  to  prolonged  bronchial  inflammation.  The  disease  also 
may  extend  to  ihe  lachrymal  ducts  and  the  conjunctiva,  and  often 
involves  the  Kusiachian  tube,  thus  producing^  temporary  obstruction 
of  its  calibre  and  consequent  acute  catarrhal  otitis  media  (see  Chap- 
ter XVI).  A  prolonKcd  purulent  involvement  of  the  nasal  accessory 
sinuses  occasionally  persists,  requiring  special  treatment  in  order  to 
prcvcni  chronic  empyema  of  these  cavities.  These  complicaiirms 
are  more  prone  to  occur  in  the  intlucnzal  forms,  to  be  described 
later. 

Treatment:  Prophylaxis. — Frequent  attacks  of  simple  acute 
rhinitis,  especially  in  adults,  demand  the  inau^ration  of  stringent 
preventive  measures.  The  following^  remarks  relating  to  the  general 
care  of  the  body  are  appropriate  in  their  relation  to  taking  cold: — 

An  ordinary  draft  of  air  in  a  foom  never  should  induce  an 
attack  of  acute  rhinitis  in  a  person  who  habitually  practises  proper 
hygienic  health  measures,  and  one  who  fears  such  exposure  con- 
fesses to  a  lack  of  resistance  which  is  incompatible  with  good 
health.  The  efforts  of  all  individuals,  and  especially  those  who 
abide  in  changeable  climates,  should  be  to  fortify  the  resisting 
power  of  the  body;  in  mhcr  words,  to  develop  resistance  rather 
than  to  attempt  prevention  by  means  of  "coddling"  habits,  either 
during  childhood  or  adult  life.  For  this  purpose  a  morning  applica- 
tion of  cold  water  to  the  body,  either  in  the  form  of  a  sponge,  spray, 
or  plunge,  is  highly  recommended.  Most  healthy  Individuals  react 
readily  and  promptly  from  a  sudden  plunge  into  cold  water,  and 
in  a  considerable  proportion  the  reaction  takes  place  without 
rubbing  with  a  towel.  Nevertheless  much  benefit  arises  from  fric- 
tion, induced  by  rubbing  the  entire  body  with  a  coarse  bath  towel 
immediately  after  the  bath. 

The  cold  bath  is  contraindicated  in  persons  who  for  any  reason 
do  not  react  after  friction  is  applied  to  the  surface.  To  those 
unaccustomed  to  its  use  and  who  desire  to  commence  the  daily 
morning  bath,  the  temperature  of  the  water  for  the  first  few  days 
should  he  moderate  and  gradually  lowered  each  morning  until  li»e 
proper  temperature  for  quick  reaction  has  been  reached.  Further- 
more the  brisk  rubbing  benefits  the  capillary  circulation. 

The  morning  use  of  cold  water  may  safely  be  commenced  In 
children  as  young  as  two  years,  and  this  procedure  should  become 
a  pan  of  the  daily  habit  of  all  dliildren  who  are  free  from  constitu- 
tional affections.  The  tonic  effects  are  most  marked  and  the 
tendency  to  colds  proportionately  reduced  as  the  body  can 
accustom  itself  to  the  sudden  application  of  cold  water.    One  who 
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can  safely  resist  the  shock  of  the  cold  plunf^c  or  even  that  of  spoiig* 
ing  may  with  impunity  and  confidence  expect  to  resist  ordinary 
drafts  and  exposure. 

liodily  resistance  is  also  considerably  influenced  by  the  quan- 
tity and  texture  oi  clothing  worn.  The  clothing  should  be  judi- 
ciously selected  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  locality,  occupation 
and  the  decree  of  exposure.  Tlie  clothing  of  persons  with  indoor 
occupations  should  differ  materially  from  that  worn  by  those  with 
outdoor  occupations.  In  this  ctmncction  it  may  be  stated  that 
excessive  clothing  may  do  as  much  harm  as  insufticicnt.  When- 
ever the  occupation  require-*  indoor  life,  ihe  uiidergarinenls  should 
be  of  light  weight,  to  be  supplemented  by  hea\'y  outer  garments 
when  going  nut  i>f  doors.  It  is  not  wise  to  wear  heavyweight 
woolen  undergarments  in  occupations  unattended  by  undue  ex- 
posure; light  wool  will  usually  suffice.  Of  late  the  linen-mcsb 
underwear  has  obtained  considerable  popularity,  upon  the  theory 
that  bodily  moisture  rapidly  passes  through  this  fabric. 

Protection  of  the  feet  from  dampness  and  cold  is  of  great 
importance.  Whenever  the  streets  or  sidewalks  are  wet  or  slusl)y, 
rubbers  should  be  worn  to  protect  the  feet  from  dampness. 
Exposure  to  drafts  does  not  induce  colds  in  the  same  proportion 
AS  docs  the  neglect  to  protect  the  feet  from  cold  and  dampness. 

The  prolonged  inhalation  of  vitiated  air  should  also  be  avoided. 
All  occupied  rooms  and  particularly  sleeping  apartments  should  be 
sufficiently  ventilated  to  insure  the  proper  amount  of  oxygen. 

The  air  uf  a  sleeping  apartment  should  be  fresh,  and  on  account 
of  warm  bed  covering  the  temperature  may  safely  be  lowered  to 
SO*  or  even  lower.  In  extreme  weather  the  temperature  of  the 
sleeping  apartment  can  be  controlled  by  allowing  sufficient  heat  to 
enter  the  room. 

nodily  exercise  promotes  resistance  and  tlius  tends  to  prevent 
colds.  .\  brisk  walk  to  and  from  business  or  at  the  lunch  hour. 
accompanied  by  deep  breathing,  is  of  great  benefit,  although  every 
individual,  if  possible,  should  at  regular  intervals  indulge  In  more 
fatiguing  and  general  musc\ilar  exercise.  The  gymnasium  with  its 
variety  of  implements  fur  indoor  exercise,  bicycling,  walking,  hunt- 
ing, horseback  riding,  golf  and  tennis  for  outdoor  exercise  are 
examples  of  healthful  and  helpful  methods  to  he  employed,  always 
bearing  In  mind  that  free  perspiration  is  of  great  benefit  to  the 
human  economy.  Ivven  the  gymnasium  can  be  dispensed  with  by 
employing  a  few  forms  of  muscular  exercises  in  one's  own  home. 
No  person  may  expect  to  maintain  perfect  health  who  refrains  from 
systematic  physical  exercise. 

General  and  Local  Treatment. — It  is  extremely  difficull  to 
induce  persons  sufTcring  with  acute  rhinitis  to  submit  to  the  form 
of  treatment  which  mitigates  its  severity,  lessens  its  duration  and 
almost  surelv  guarantees  immunity  from  troublesome  and  even 
severe  or  serious  complications.  As  a  rule,  patients  know  that  the 
disease  is  self-limited,  that  in  a  large  proportion  of  cases  serious 
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cum  plications  do  not  occnr,  and  they  unwittingly  run  risks  by 
atlcnditiK  to  their  usual  duties,  and  only  those  who  arc  prone  to 
prolonged  complicalions  arc  wilting  to  submit  to  the  ncct:!>sary 
restrictions  and  inedicattoii.  Elderl}'  persona  should  invariably 
remain  iiidcxirs  during  the  active  stages  uf  acute  rhinitis. 

.'\t  the  onset,  in  individuals  who  consent  to  remain  in  bed,  or 
at  least  indoors  for  two  or  three  days,  by  taking  a  hot  mustard 
footbath,  a  draught  of  hot  lemonade  and  ten  grains  of  Dover's 
powder,  sweating  is  induced  and  the  symptoms  arc  ameliorated.  A 
saline  cathartic  should  be  administered  cm  the  following  morning. 
This  form  nf  medication  is  hardly  In  he  recommended  except  during 
the  early  stages,  after  which  the  indications  are  for  the  relief  of  the 
obstructive  turgescence,  the  cleansing  of  the  nose  and  nasopharynx, 
and  the  prevention  of  complications.  At  this  stage  it  is  still 
desirable  that  the  patient  abstain  from  work  and  remain  indoors. 
The  internal  administration  of  extract  nf  belladonna,  grain  ]-i, 
every  two  or  three  hours,  or  atropine,  grain  Viao.  at  the  same  intei^ 
vals  until  cessation  uf  the  coryza  ensues,  will  be  found  of  coti'-idcr- 
ahlc  benefit.  The  administration  of  quinine,  in  doses  of  from  2  to  5 
grains  three  times  a  day,  i«  u*teful  in  shortening  the  attack. 

For  the  temporary  relief  of  the  turgescence  of  the  mucous 
membrane,  the  local  application  of  adrenalin  to  he  tised  in  the  form 
of  a  .spray  in  strength  of  1 :  5000,  the  dilutions  being  made  with 
normal  salt  snlulion.  is  recommended.  With  such  a  solution  the 
entire  nasal  mucosa  may  be  freely  sprayed  at  intervals  of  from  one 
to  three  hours  in  order  to  relieve  the  stenosis.  Unfortunately  in  a 
consideralde  proportion  of  patients  this  medicament  evokes  severe 
sneezing  and  aggravates  the  coryza.  In  these  it  should  not  be 
employed. 

That  the  effect  is  not  permanent  is  well  known ;  nevertheless 
the  patient  is  able  to  breathe  and  sleep  comfortably,  and  nn  deleteri- 
ous ofTccts  result  from  its  use.  One  marked  advantaife  gained  is 
the  complete  ami  thorough  washing  out.  at  frequent  intervals,  of 
llie  penl-up  secretion,  which  undoubtedly  carries  away  a  preponder- 
ance of  the  micro-organisms. 

After  the  tissues  have  contracted  and  the  ."(ecretions  have  been 
blown  out.  it  is  advisable  to  spray  the  mucous  membrane  with  some 
Form  of  nily  medicament.  The  O.  U.  Douglas  fonnula  of  benziiinol 
possesses  many  virtues  for  this  purp<ise; — 

B  Thymol    gr-  x. 

EucalTptot (Ttl.  XX. 

Menthol Bf-  '('OC- 

01,  c«ljcl>9 ur.  xl. 

Benzutncl    ...  . ...,. Stv. 

Otl   rose     : q.>. 

The  De  Vilhiss  hand  atomizer  (Fig.  303)  is  a  convenient, 
ser^-iceable,  and  reliable  spray  apparatus. 

The  oil  produces  a  soothing  effect  upon  the  raucous  membrane 
and  it  also  tends  to  counteract  the  irritation  of  the  skin  surround- 
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"ing  the  nose  caused  by  the  discharge.  It  is  neither  nccessan.'  nor 
advisable  tu  employ  cocaine  during  an  attack  of  coryra,  and  patients 
never  .sluiuid  he  allowed  to  make  use  of  it  in  any  form,  on  account 
of  its  depressing  effects  and  the  attendant  danger  of  forming  the 
cocaine  liabit.  The  two  above-named  lucal  applications  arc  suffi- 
cient for  all  requirements  until  the  active  symptoms  have  passed, 
when  for  some  days  it  may  be  necessary  to  wash  away  surplus 
secretions.  Non-trritaiing  .simple  alkaline  sprays  (pulv.  alkali 
antiseptic,  N.  F.)  or  normal  physiological  salt  solution  may  be  used 
for  this  purpose. 

RHINITIS  OF  INFLUENZA  (LA  GRIPPE) 

is  an  acute  rhinitis  resulting  from  a  haclcrial  invasion,  cither 
of  the  influenza  bacillus  (Pfcif^er  hacilhis)  or  the  ^ficroca^l■us 
ratarrhalis,  is  always  of  a  .severe  type,  and  accompanies  the  majority 
of  cases  of  influenza  or  grippe. 


Pig.  303'.— The  IMVilbiu  tinnd  atijinlter. 

The  symptoms  do  not  differ  essentially  from  those  of  ordinary 
acute  rhinitis.  Added  tu  these,  however,  are  the  profound  con- 
stitutional elYects  nf  the  disease  itself  as  manifested  in  the  lijgh 
temperature,  severe  pain,  profound  depression,  and  exhaustion.  The 
presence  of  the  streptococcus  along  with  the  inilucnza  type  of  infec- 
tion, with  its  tendency  to  rapid  invasion,  renders  the  grippal  form 
of  rhinitis  extremely  liable  tn  extend  to  the  accessory  sinuses  of 
the  nose,  the  middle  car,  and  downward  into  the  larj-nx,  trachea, 
bronchial  tubes,  and  pulmonary  lobules.  -  During  epidemics  of 
inRuenza  the  more  severe  types  of  accessory-sinus  infection  are 
observed.  Middle-ear  suppuration,  also  of  a  severe  type,  often 
accompanied  by  rapid  extension  into  the  mastoid  process,  and  even 
to  the  meninges,  is  prone  to  occur.  It  must  be  empliasized  that  in 
any  case  of  grippe  the  accessory  sinuses  and  the  middle  car  should 
be  carefully  and  persistently  watched,  so  that  the  first  advent  of 
any  involvement  of  tbc  same  may  be  noted. 

Treatment.— Much  has  been  written  in  regard  to  the  general 
treatment  of  this  affection,  but,  so  far  a.s  the  inflammatory  condi- 
tions of  the  upper  air  passages  arc  concerned,  it  may  he  stated,  in  a 
general  way.  that  rest  tn  bed  is  of  the  utmost  importance  and  it 
shctuld  be  insisted  upon  in  all  cases.  Free  catharsis  and  the  adminis- 
tration of  5-gT!nn  (loses  nf  aspirin  every  four  hours,  or  a  suflicieiit 
amount  of  salol  and  phenacetin  to  control  the  pain— usually  2^ 

at 
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grains  of  plicnaccliti  with  5  grains  rif  salol  every  hour  for  tlirce  or 
four  hourR— will  suffice,  after  which  time  the  dose  may  be  repealed 
at  intervals  of  three  to  six  hours  when  neecsHary.  The  immersion 
vi  llie  feel  in  hot  niuMard  waic'r  ai  the  commencement  is  of  bene- 
ficial eflfect  in  relieving  the  inten^e  lurjjcscence  of  ilic  itasal  mucosa. 
At  all  times  ihe  secretions  from  the  nose  and  nasopharynx  should 
frequently  l>c  washed  away,  precisely  as  in  simple  acute  rhinitis, 
care  being  taken  to  advise  patients  to  avoid  forcible  blowing  of  the 
nose,  an  act  which  is  liable  to  force  infection  into  tlic  Eustachian 
tubes. 

Sinu"!  involvement  should  be  treated  as  laid  down  in  ihc 
chapters  on  diseases  of  the  nasal  accessory  sinuses  and  an  infectious 
grippal  otitis  media  as  advised  in  Chapter  XVIII. 

RHINITIS  OP  THE  ACUTE  EXANTHEMATA  AND  OTHER 
SYSTEMIC  INFECTIONS. 

The  rhinitis  accompanying  the  acute  exanthemata  and  other 
systemic  infections  is  mentioned  in  Chapter  XXXI,  but  we  reaffirm 
that  it  is  unusually  severe,  especially  in  measles,  and  should  receive 
special  Ircatmenl  from  the  very  commencement  of  the  disease.  In 
measles  the  turgescence  of  the  mucosa  is  sufficient  to  materially 
aflcct  nasal  re^pi^ation  and  phonation,  and  il  is  the  chief  ^v^1plom 
noiiceahle  during  the  stage  of  invasion.  This  is  invariably  aceom- 
]>anicd  by  rise  of  temperature,  cough,  congestion  of  the  conjunctiva, 
more  or  less  headache,  and  occasionally  nausea.  These  symptoms 
usually  precede  the  a|)pearance  of  the  characteristic  rash  by  two  to 
four  days.  The  symi>tnms  arc  present,  but  less  marked  and  less 
permanent  with  pertussis,  scarlet  fever,  and  other  infectious  dis- 
eases. Of  late  much  has  been  written  conccrninp  pansinusitis  as  a 
complication  of  measles  and  scarlet  fever,  particularly  the  latter. 

DIPHTHERITIC  RHINITIS. 

For  detailed  description  see  Chapter  XXXf.  Dipbihcritic 
rhinitis  is  sometimes  observed  as  an  accompaniment  of  faucial 
diphtheria.  Occasionally  nasal  diphtheria  occurs  primarily,  and 
then  the  diphtherilic  membrane  limits  itself  to  the  nasal  mucosa. 
It  may  exist  for  a  considerable  period,  its  exact  nature  I»cing 
revealed  oidy  upon  a  careful  inspection  of  the  nasal  cavities  and  an 
examination  by  culture  for  the  Klehs-LoePiIcr  bacillus.  The  treat- 
ment is  the  same  as  for  faucial  diphtheria,  antitoxin,  etc.  (sec 
Chapter  XXXI). 

MEMBRANOUS  RHINITIS. 

Membranous  rhinitis  is  an  inflammation  involving  the  mucosa 
of  the  nasnl  ra\itie^.  which  results  in  a  membranous  ffirmation  that 
involves  not  only  the  epithelial,  but  also  the  subepithelial  portions 
f»f  the  nictiibrane.  V>y  many  it  i^"  believed  to  be  diphtheritic,  but 
clinical  experience,  supported  by  microscopical  findings,  whereby 
it  U  shown  that  many  cases  occur  without  the  presence  of  the 
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klcbs-Loeffler  Ijacilhis.  would  seem  In  indicate  that  this  disease 
may  i>ccur  independently  of  (liijlniieria.  Individuals  living  in  badly 
Ventilated,  damp  and  otherwise  unhyK''^'''c  t|uarici's  arc  peculiarly 
liable  to  membranous  rhiuilis.  It  sumclimcs  uccurs  as  a  result  of 
iraumalisni  and  severe  irritants. 

[.tically,  hydrojfcn  dluxid  in  dilution  1  to  3,  used  as  a  spray 
or  alkaline  antiseptic  duucliing.  will  ^eparale  liie  (aUe  meitibranc. 
Occasionally,  however,  it  t>econics  necessary  lo  cftly  remove  por- 
tions of  the  membranous  tissue,  which  may  relieve  the  obstruction 
for  a  time. 

Inasmuclt  as  membranous  rhinitis  is  most  prevalent  in  chil- 
dren of  a  lymphatic  or  rachitic  type,  dietetic  and  ionic  treatment 
is  the  most  beneficial  in  these  cases.  Syrupus  Icrri  iodidi  et  synipus 
calcii  lactophusphas  arc  the  best  internal  remedies. 

ACUTE  RHINITIS  DUE  TO  LOCAL  SPECIFIC  INFECTIONS 
(Gonorrhea,  Erysipelas). 

Gonorrheal  rhinitis  is  always  ."iecondary.  Your^j  infants  with 
gonorrheal  ophthalmia  nccasionally  are  victims  nf  the  na?;al  form, 

Tor  the  treatment  o(  the  nasal  involvement  in  gonorrheal 
rhinitis  frequent  applications  of  a  25  per  cent,  argyrol  solution, 
after  cleansing  the  nasal  chambers  with  an  alkaline  or  boric  acid 
wasli,  will  arrest  the  infection.  Kor  the  control  of  treatment,  the 
microscopic  examination  of  smears  from  the  discharge  will  reveal 
the  presence  or  absence  of  Nci.sscr's  gonococci. 

Whenever  erysipelas  invades  the  nasal  cavities  it  is  liable  to  he 
accompanied  by  an  acute  rhinitis  of  unusual  severity,  which  mani- 
fests a  tendency  lo  extend  to  conliijuous  membranes.  High  tem- 
perature is  one  of  its  marked  symptoms.  I'acial  erysipelas  is 
supposed  to  have  it.s  infection  atrium  in  an  abrasion  or  fissure  about 
the  nasal  vestibule. 

The  general  treatment  of  erysipelas  is  fully  outlined  on 
pages  100.  252.  and  470.  Locally,  simple  cleansing  of  the  mucosa 
with  non-irritnting  alkaline  sprays  affords  relief  to  the  distressing 
intranasal  tntlammalion. 


ACUTE  RHINITIS  DUE  TO  CHEMICAL  AND  MECHANICAL 
(TRAUMATIC)  CAUSES. 

Acute  inflammation  involving  the  nasal  mucn.sa  may  result 
from  the  inhalation  of  poisonous  or  liot  vapors  or  fumes,  as  from 
ammonia,  the  corrosive  acids,  iodin.  hromin.  etc..  or  vitiated  air 
laden  with  irritating  mineral  and  vegetable  dust  particles,  or  smoke, 
and  usually  is  accompanied  by  a  similar  inflammatory  condition 
along  the  entire  respiratory  tract.  This,  and  the  mechanical  type 
have  sometimes  been  referred  to  as  "occupation  rhinitis."  The 
Husceptiliility  of  certain  individuals  is  marked,  especially  to  the 
cases  in  chemical  laboratories,  mines,  foundries,  artificial  ice  plants, 
and  manufacturing  establishments  where  chemicals  are  used  in 
large  quantities.    After  a  prolonged  sojourn  in  the  pure  air  of  llie 
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country,  patients  returning  to  the  city  are  prone  lo  develop  acute 
rhinitis  of  this  type. 

In  the  acute  rhinitis  resulting  from  mechanical  causes  the 
inflammation  arises  from  intranasal  traumatism,  cither  accidental 
or  operative,  or  from  the  inhalation  of  dust-laden  atmosphere  in 
mines,  granaries,  mills,  in  wood  sawing  or  carving  shops,  in  gold, 
silver  and  brass  smithies,  stone-cutting,  and  other  irritating  manu- 
facturing and  industrial  pursuits. 

Intranasal  operations,  tlie  removal  of  septal  spurs  or  turbinal 
hypertrophies,  even  when  done  under  strict  aseptic  precautions, 
are  usually  followed  by  sufficient  reaction  to  produce  more  or  less 
general  inflammation  of  the  nasal  mucosa. 

Symptoms. —  In  the  rhinitis  due  to  cliemical  causes,  such  as  the 
inhalation  of  noxious  vapors  and  dust  in  the  various  pursuits 
enumerated  above,  the  local  symptoms  differ  from  the  acute  type 
of  rhinitis  in  that  they  come  on  suddenly,  are  more  severe,  and 
the  nasal  and  lower  respiratory  tissues  become  edematous  and 
obstructed.  When  the  mucosa  of  the  pharynx  and  the  larynx 
becomes  slightly  edematous,  mild  dyspnea,  cough  and  dysphagia 
are  thereby  induced.  These  symptoms  come  on  rapidly,  and,  in  t!ie 
severer  cases  when  accompanied  by  extensive  edema  which  extends 
to  the  larynx,  asphyxia  is  threatened. 

With  the  rhinitis  caused  by  irritation  from  mechanical  causes, 
the  local  nasal  symptoms  do  not  differ  from  those  already  discussed 
under  the  acute  catarrhal  variety ;  but  the  accompanying  inflamma- 
tory condition  along  the  rest  of  the  respiratory  tract  is  of  a  slow, 
chronic  type,  with  bronchial  or  pulmonary  involvement,  producing 
a  form  of  pneumonokoniosis,  associated  with  cough,  expectora- 
tion, and  emaciation. 

Diagnosis. — In  these  cases  a  diagnosis  is  readily  made  from 
the  history  of  the  case  and  l)y  inspcclinii. 

Prognosis. — In  the  severe  tyjH'  (chemical)  the  prognosis  is 
unfavoral>le.  on  account  of  the  dan<:fer  of  a  fatal  termination  from 
acute  edema  of  the  larynx  and  luns^'s.  In  the  milder  type  the 
prognosis  is  unfavorable  when  the  inflammatory  process  terminates 
in  deep  sloughingof  the  mucosa  with  its  concomitant  septic  absorp- 
tion. 

In  the  rhinitis  due  to  mechanical  causes  tlic  prognosis  is  good 
when  the  patient  is  withdrawn  from  the  vicious  environment  or 
baneful  occupation. 

Treatment. — The  rhinitis  of  mechanical  irritation  is  amenable 
to  the  same  treatment  as  prescribed  for  an  acute  or  chronic  catar- 
rhal rhinitis.  The  treatment  for  the  intlammalory  reaction  after 
rtperativc  manipulation  is  given  on  page  .^.^5. 

For  the  mild  form  of  pliaryngeal  and  lan,mgeal  edema  in  the 
chemical  varictv.  scarification,  puncture  and  spraying  with  adrenalin 
solution  1  :  2000.  or  an  aqueous  cold-iced  50  per  cent,  ichthyol  solu- 
tion have  been  found  efficacious  in  reducing  the  waterlogged  condi- 
tion of  the  connective-tissue  spaces  of  the  submucosa.  Where 
asphyxia  threatens,  a  tracheotomy  becomes  imperative. 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

CHKOKIC  INrLAMM.\TORV  AFFECTIONS  OF  THET  NOSE. 


CHRONIC  RHINITIS. 

SIMPLE  CHRONIC  RHINITIS. 

Synonyms. — Oironic  coryza,  clirotiic  blennorrhea,  rhinitis 
chronica,  chronic  nasal  calarrh. 

Simple  chruiiic  rhinitis  is  a  chronic  inflammation  of  the  nasal  ' 
tnucnsa,  accunipanied  by  liyjicroinia.  swelling  and  varying  dc^jrces 
of  hyperplasia  of  the*  soft  tissues,  and  changes  in  the  secretions. 
The  thickening-  of  the  mucous  memhrane  varies  according  to  the 
stage  and  severity  of  the  disease.  In  the  milder  cases  it  is  limited 
l<j  a  slight  hyperplasia;  but,  when  tlie  disease  is  prolonged  and  of 
a  severe  type,  the  mucosa  becomes  the  scat  tjf  turgescence,  moderate 
hyprrplavia  and  edematous  inliltraiinn. 

Etiology.— In  simple  chronic  rhiniiis  the  etiology  differs  only 
slightly  from  that  of  acute  catarrhal  rhinitis.  In  a  general  way  the 
condition  is  attributed  to  long-continued  factors  ul  variable  charac- 
ter, among  which  arc  ihc  intranasal  ohsiructions.  impurities  of  the 
inspired  air,  or  frequently  recurring  attacks  of  acute  rhinitis,  from 
which  a  perfect  recovery  has  not  taken  place-  The  predispos- 
ing causes  arc  also  quite  s-iuiilar  to  those  attending  simple  acute 
rhinitis.  Diathesis  plays  an  important  role.  Hence,  gouty,  rheu- 
matic, (lialu'lic.  anri  strumous  patients  are  jicculiarly  liable. 

Pathology. — In  simple  chronic  rhiniiis  there  is  at  Jir.tt  an 
intense  engorgement  of  the  blood-vessels,  both  venous  and  arterial, 
which  tend  to  lose  their  contractile  power.  Later  there  is  marked 
relaxation  of  the  tissues,  with  cxudatifin  of  cell  elements  and  the 
gradual  increase  in  connective-tissue  fonnatiim.  Later  on,  contrac- 
tion takes  place  which  may  eventuate  in  glandular  atrophy.  This 
affection  is  probably  due  primarily  to  an  invasion  of  pathogenic 
micro-organisms  in  a  large  proporiion  of  cases,  in  proof  of  which 
may  l»e  cited  the  preponderance  of  patients  in  whom  the  disease 
dates  from  the  cxantliemata  and  oilier  systemic  affections.  The 
bacillus  of  Fricdlander,  being  found  in  all  cases,  is  most  likely  the 
infectious  agent,  although  the  disease  may  be  prolonged  hy  sai>ro- 
phytic  germs  having  their  habitat  in  the  nasal  secretory  products, 
thus  irritating  the  mucosa. 

Sjnnptoms. — The  chief  clinical  jihenomcna  of  simple  chronic 
rhinitis  arc  increased  .secretion  and  iniranasal  ohslnirtinn.  The 
discharge  during  the  earlier  stages  while  profuse  is  of  a  watery' 
character.  As  the  condition  becomes  more  chronic  it  becomes 
mucopurulent,  with  a  tendency  to  the  formation  of  crusts.  Hawk- 
ing and  5pitting  are  complained  of ;  the  obstruction  is  usually  more 
noticeable   at   night  and   is   liable   to  be  attended   with   complete 
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CKcluiiion  of  one  or  both  nostrils.  The  tjbstruclion  mai-  alternate 
from  one  side  lo  ihe  other.  The  swelling^  of  the  mucosa  is  some- 
times influenced  by  gravitation,  in  which  event  the  most  dependent 
side  during'  sleep  bccomc"!  obstructed,  so  that  the  patient  by  sleep- 
ing I'lrHi  upon  unc  Aidt  and  then  upon  the  other  is  able  to  alternate 
hi^  nasal  breathinfj;. 

Sufferers  from  simple  chronic  rhinitis  arc  unduly  prone  lo 
acute  attacks.  Along  with  the  symptoms  of  simple  rhiniii*.  dull 
pain  over  the  bridge  of  the  nose,  frontal  headache,  and  inental 
dullness  (aprosexia)  are  complained  of.  The  nasopharynx  and 
larynx  are  often  simultaneously  involved,  and  the  mucosa  is  often 
bathed  with  a  mucopurulent  exudate.  L'pon  palpation  the  engor^^ed 
tissues  will  be  found  extremely  boggy  and  soft.  Invasion  of  the 
Eustachian  tube  produces  inb'al  obstruction  and  thereby  causes 
attacks  of  acute  catarrlial  otiti*  media  (sec  Chapter  XVT). 

Diagnosis. — The  diagnosis  of  simple  chronic  rhinitis  is  not 
difficult  to  determine,  except  lo  dilTereniiate  between  the  simple 
and  the  hypertrophic  forms.  The  diagnosis  is  founded  upon  the 
clinical  history  and  tlic  changes  in  the  nasal  mucosa,  the  latter 
being  determinable  by  inspection,  palpation  and  the  character  of 
the  discharge. 

Prognosis. — ^Thc  disease  is  agpravated  to  such  a  degree  by 
environment,  climate,  and  occupation  that  it  is  often  a  difficult 
matter  to  entirely  eradicate  it.  The  prognosis  is  favorably 
inlluenccd  by  the  adoption  of  measures  which  increase  the  resisting 
power  of  the  individual  (sec  page  4'Wi.  This  h  accomplished  by 
outdoor  exercise,  batlting  (cold  baths  in  the  morning),  the  regula- 
tion of  diet,  and  by  the  correction  of  individual  habits  which  may 
be  detrimental  tn  one's  efforts  to  relieve  and  cure.  A  cure,  how- 
ever, is  no  guarantee  against  future  attacks.  In  neglected  cases  the 
tissue  changes  gradually  increase  until  well-marked  hypertrophy 
becomes  noticeable  and  the  disease  becomes  a  true  hypcrtropliic 
rhinitis. 

Treatment. — Preliminary  to  local  or  operative  interference  the 
general  physical  condition  of  the  patient  should  be  carefully 
investigated.  A  history  of  rheumatism,  gout,  lithemia,  diabetes, 
renal  or  hepatic  lesions  or  syphilis  necessitates  proper  internal, 
dietetic,  and  hygienic  treatment.  All  reasonable  means  should  he 
employed  for  developing  the  bodily  resistance  To  acute  attacks,  in 
accordance  with  the  suggestions  outlined  under  preventive  treat- 
ment of  acute  catarrhal  rhinitis  (Chapter  XXXtlU.  While  positive 
and  permanent  tissue  changes  may  not  be  corrected  by  the  above- 
mentioned  measures,  at  least  the  further  progress  of  the  disease  may- 
he  retarded.  A  very  large  percentage  of  cases  of  simple  chronic 
rhinitis  come  imder  this  general  heading  and  are  greatly  relieved  by 
constitutional  and  hygiciiir  treatment. 

i^epial  sptirs.  deflections,  and  deviations  (Chapter  XXXV>. 
when  of  sufficient  size  or  of  such  shape  as  to  interfere  with  respira- 
tion or  drainage  (Fig.  310).  or  when  they  remain  in  contact  with 
the  turbinated  tissues  (Fig.  362),  should  be  considered  as  having^  a 
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causal  relation  to  the  disease  and  should  be  proiupily  removed. 
Tlie  same  holds  true  with  dt-formcd.  enlarged,  or  eystjc  lurliinal 
bones  {^^ce  Chapter  XXXV'I),  although  these  are  more  prevalent  in 
tlic  hyperplastic  form  oC  the  disease.  All  intranasal  ol>struciii)n8, 
unless  due  to  termiorary  hyperemia  and  coiigesiioii,  should  l>e 
removed  by  some  tomi  of  operative  interference.  Usually  the  best 
results  are  obtained  by  combiitinfif  needed  surjjical  and  constitu- 
tiiinal  trealineiit  with  frequent  and  tliprough  cleansing  of  the  nasal 
cavities  by  means  of  bland  saline  soltitions,  and  proper  attention  lo 
hygiene  and  diet. 

Simple  cungcsiiun  and  swelling  of  the  tissues  when  unaccom- 
panied by  hyperplastic  changes  do  nut  require  and  sliimld  not  be 
subjected  to  operative  treatment.  The  temptation  to  cut  or  destroy 
the  tissues  at  this  stage  is  often  very  great.  Occasionally,  on 
account  of  the  enormous  and  apparently  uncontrollable  swelling,  it 
may  be  necessary  to  remove  certain  small  portions  in  order  to  re- 
establish drainage  and  respiration.  Under  such  circnnislances  the 
tissues  should  be  removed  surgically  by  means  of  clean  cuts  with 
knife  or  scissor.-i  (sec  page  5511;  never  by  caustic;.  Kscharotic.^ 
leave  ugly  sloughs,  sometimes  deeply  seated,  and  accomplish  but 
little  permanent  benefit. 

Alter-treatment. — Intranasal  cleansing  for  a  long  period  of 
time  is  often  necessary,  and,  in  damp  or  changeable  climates,  the 
majority  of  inhabitants  lia^'e  suflicieut  chronic  rhinitis  tu  require  at 
least  morning  cleansing  of  the  nasal  cavities. 


CHRONIC  HYPERPLASTIC   (HYPERTROPHIC)   RHINITIS, 

Synonyms. — Chronic  hypertrophic  rhinitis,  hypertrophy  o(  the 

lurbinaied  bimes.  liypertropliic  nasal  catarrh. 

In  the  hypcrirophic  nr  hyperplastic  form,  ehronie  rhinitis  is  an 
inflammatory  process  which  involves  the  nasal  tnucoaa,  more  espe- 
cially the  turbinal  tissues,  and  is  accompanied  by  permanent  increase 
in  the  soft  tissues  and  changes  in  the  cliaracicr  nf  ihe  secretions. 

Etiology. — The  hypertrophic  form  of  chronic  rhinitis  is  always 
a  result  of  prolonged  or  neglected  simple  chronic  rhinitis.  The 
inflammation  which  accompanies  recurrent  attacks  of  the  acute  and 
prolonged  simple  chronic  rhinitis  must  inevitably  lead  ti»  sufficient 
tis-sue  mcrease  In  produce  true  hyperplasia.  Ueforinities.  enlarge- 
ments of  the  turbinated  bones  (sec  Chapter  XXXVTi,  seplal  spurs 
and  dclU'clions  {sec  Chapter  XXX\'),  by  caii'*ing  pressure  upon  the 
surrounding  tissues  and  interfering  with  drainage  and  respiration, 
become  common  eiiulogical  factors.  Defects  in  nasal  conformation 
whereby  the  nostrils  do  not  sufficiently  dilate  to  admit  of  proper 
■nasal  respiration  are  frequently  overlooked  eliologically.  ThcafTec- 
tion  is  extremely  liable  to  occur  in  patients  who  suffer  from  such 
constitutional  diseases  as  rlieumati-^m.  grait.  diabetes,  and  anemia. 
and  it  is  influenced  by  climate,  occupation,  diet,  and  habit's  of  living. 
.\dvanced  chronic  and  hyperplastic  rhinitis  is  rarely  observed  under 
adult  age,  and  men  seem  lo  be  more  susceptible  to  it  than  women. 
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Pathology. — During  the  early  stages  the  turgescence  inay 
largely  be  accounted  for  by  a  general  and  almost  continuous  dila- 
tation of  the  blood-vessels,  but  the  dilatation  gradually  becomes 
complicated  by  connective-tissue  inliltration  and  gradual  increase  in 
the  thickness  and  density  of  the  soft  tissues.  ^As  the  disease  pro- 
gresses, the  walls  of  the  blood-vessels  also  become  thickened  and 
infiltrated,  the  tissue  increase  receiving  its  blood-supply  from  newly 
developed  capillaries.  The  hyperplasia  is  chiefly  located  in  the 
tissues  covering  the  inferior  turbinal  bone,  the  posterior  end  of 
which  frequently  becomes  enormously  enlarged  (Fig.  355),  its  outer 
surface  uneven,  sometimes  with  deep  lobulations  and  indentations. 
Smooth,  circumscribed  excrescences  have  been  designated  as  P0I3'- 
poid  hypertrophies  or  degenerations  and  hyperplasias ;  those  with 
very  uneven  surfaces  as  papillomata  (Hofmann) ;  but  these  designa- 
tions are  objectionable  from  an  histological  point  of  view. 

Symptoms. — The  chief  clinical  phenomena  are  nasal  obstruc- 
tion, greatly  altered  secretions,  and  in  many  instances  slight  odor. 
The  degree  of  nasal  obstruction  depends  upon  tlie  severity  of  the 
disease  and  the  location  of  the  swelling,  and  it  varies  from  partial 
permeability  to  total  closure  of  the  nasal  chambers.  None  of  these 
symptfims  should  be  considered  absolutely  pathogni»monic,  inas- 
much as  they  are  also  observed  in  simple  chronic  rhinitis  and  in 
those  individuals  who  suffer  from  nasal  deformities  which  produce 
obstruction.  In  the  chronic  form,  however,  the  symptoms  men- 
tioned are  almost  constantly  present,  although  varying  in  degree. 
The  mucosa  of  the  affected  jiarts  is  thickened,  congested,  and  often 
bathed  with  a  mucopurulent  exudate.  Hyperplasia,  even  to  a  slight 
degree  in  narrow  nostrils,  is  sufficient  to  give  rise  to  marked 
evidence  of  nasal  obstruction.  In  youthful  individuals  true  hyper- 
plasia rarely  is  found,  the  simple  chronic  catarrhal  form  being  more 
prevalent  before  pul)erty.  During  the  earlier  stages  the  mucous 
membrane  usually  is  niucti  reddened,  but,  when  the  hyperplasia  is 
excessive,  and  shows  a  tendency  to  polypoid  appearance,  with 
uneven  or  lohnlatcd  surfaces,  the  membrane  often  becomes  pale 
and  usually  is  covered  with  a  mucopurulent  secretion.  Enlarge- 
ment of  the  turbinal  bone  itself  is  occasionally  oliserved,  but  Is  not 
the  rule.  Variations  in  shape,  particularly  of  the  inferior  turbinals, 
are  often  mistaken  for  enlargement,  .Xs  a  rule,  deformities  of  the 
sei)tum  arc  present,  with  ridges  or  spurs,  which  impinge  upon  the 
soft  tissues  and  thus  aggravate  the  symptoms.  In  nervous  or  sen- 
sitive individuals  the  nasal  obstruction  constitutes  an  extremely 
annoying  symptom,  especially  at  night,  at  which  time  the  obstruc- 
tion alternates  from  side  to  side,  hy  gravitating  toward  the  side 
which  is  next  to  the  pillow.  Mouth-breathing,  especially  at 
night,  becomes  the  rule,  and  it  is  often  accompanied  by  snoring. 
-An  annoying  symptom  resulting  from  mouth-breathing  is  the 
extreme  dryness  of  the  mouth  and  throat.  In  advanced  cases  of 
long  standing  there  is  diminution  or  loss  of  th?  sense  of  smell 
(anosmia). 
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Nasal    obstruction,    long    continued,    results    secondarily    in 

marked  interference  with  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  ijosinasal 
and  pliaryngeal  regions,  whereby  it  gradually  becomes  congested 
and  inflamed. 

Occasionally  nasal  polypi  wilt  be  found,  although  as  a  rule 
these  tumors  arc  dirccily  caused  by  chronic  infection  of  the  acces- 
sory sinuses  and  commonly  protrude  from  their  oriticc.-^.  Tlic 
oltHlructive  lesitm  within  the  nasal  chanibcrs  usually  interferes  with 
the  resonance  (timbre)  of  the  voice.  The  obstruction  as  a  rule 
arises  from  the  inferior  turbinal.  and  the  soft  tissues  in  its  imme- 
diate vicinity  often  become  much  hypertrophied.  Occasionally 
aprosexia  ensues  on  account  of  the  long-continued  intranasal  pres- 
sure, and  headache  is  a  comnum  symptom.  The  secretion  is  always 
altered  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the  inflainmatnrv  changes 
which  have  taken  place  in  the  soft  tissues.  The  secretion  .shows  a 
tendency  to  become  viscid  and  thick,  and  clings  to  the  surfaces  with 
considerable  tenaciiy,  sometimes  lu-coniing-  incnistcd,  in  which 
event  its  removal  is  difficult.  Infection  of  the  retained  secretions 
with  Saprophytic  bacteria  results  in  fermentation  and  an  offensive 
odor,  a  condition  which  undoubtedly  produces  much  local  irritation 
of  the  mucosa, 

f)f  the  more  remote  symptoms  the  fnllowing-  are  notewarthy, 
viz.,  miii/ti.  due  to  tlie  presence  of  the  secretion  in  the  nasniiliarynx : 
hawkhifj  and  cU'aring  of  llic  throat ;  snrtcim/  evoked  by  contact  pres- 
sure of  fippnsing  membranes;  sensations  of  pressure  sbnut  the  eyes 
and  forehead  ;  surface  ulcerations  upon  the  septum  and  tnucotis  mem- 
branes: exeorialions  and  redness  about  the  nasal  orifices,  and,  linally, 
tinniius  snd  a  sensation  of  fullness  in  the  ears. 

Diagnosis. — .\n  exhausti\e  examination  of  the  entire  nasa!  and 
nasopIi.'irynf;eal  tract  is  essential  in  nrder  to  render  a  positive  diag- 
nosis, and  it  sliould  he  conducted  in  the  following  manner:  After 
ascertaining  a  history  of  the  case  from  the  patient,  he  should  be 
subjected  to  a  thorough  examination  of  the  nasal  passages,  begin- 
ning with  an  anterior  rhinoscopic  examination,  meanwhile  care- 
fully noting  the  color  of  the  membrane,  the  degree  of  its  ajiparent 
thickening,  the  location  of  such  tliickening.  the  general  form  of  the 
turbinals,  the  presence  or  absence  of  scpTal  deflections  and  spurs, 
and  the  amount  and  nature  of  tlie  secretions.  Thts  shotild  be  fol- 
lowed by  posterior  rhinoscopy,  thereby  observing  the  general  ap- 
pearance of  the  mucosa  of  the  rbinopharynx,  whether  adenoids  or 
adhesive  bands  are  present,  the  conditions  of  the  posterior  ends  of 
the  lurhinals.  and  the  patulcncy  of  the  orifices  of  the  Eustachian 
tubes.  The  nature  <)f  the  postnasal  secretions  likewise  should  be 
determined.  Knowing  that  the  intumescence  accompanying  acute 
eorvKS  and  simple  chronic  catarrh,  and  that  the  engorgement  re- 
sulting fi'om  plethora,  local  irritants  or  neuroses,  arc  accompanied 
with  apparent  true  hyperplasia,  means  i>(  difl[crcntiati<m  should  be 
employed.  This  is  best  accomplished  by  spraving  the  entire  mucous 
surface  with  a  weak  solution  of  cocaine.    This  application  is  imm^ 
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diatcly  fullowed  by  rapid  reduction  of  the  ea^orgement  which 
attends  the  simpler  forms  of  conijcstion,  and  even  m  lliat  associalfd 
with  a  simple  chronic  catarrh.  True  hyperplasia,  however,  still 
will  remain,  but  the  superficial  engorgement  will  be  reduced,  even  in 
hyperplastic  conditions.  The  cmptoymeni  of  suprarenal  solution  is 
less  cflicacious  for  diat^nostic  purposes,  inasmuch  as  ihc  effects  of 
the  reincdv  arc  too  drastic  and  the  contraction  of  the  blood-vessels 
is  tuo  extensive. 

Kxaniination  subsequent  to  the  cocaine  shrinkage  will,  it  true 
hyperplasia  be  present,  reveal  the  following  conditions,  depending 
upon  the  slapc  and  extent  of  the  pathological  process.  Examina- 
tion with  the  probe,  with  slight  pressure  upon  any  portion  of  the 
hyperplastic  areas,  will  reveal  a  bo^)^  condition,  upon  which,  if 
i[identation:>>  arc  made,  the  impressit>n  tills  in  rather  slowly,  the 
contrary  being  true  when  the  enlargement  is  due  to  turgescence  of 
the  mucosa.  The  rapid  resumption  from  the  indentations  indicates 
an  early  stage  of  the  disease,  or  th.it  the  affcciinn  is  mn  true  hyper- 
plasia. The  chronicity  of  the  hyperplastic  development  i*  propor- 
tionate with  the  length  of  time  observed  in  the  filling  in  of  indenta- 
tions. 

In  some  cases  the  under  surface  of  the  inferior  turbinal  is  found 
to  rest  upon  the  meatal  lloor  after  cocainizatton,  and  retained  secre- 
tions arc  Iiicatcd  abiiig  the  lateral  nasal  wall.  The  hyperplasias 
often  amount  to  mulherry-likc  tumors,  which  surround  the  postciior 
ends  of  tlie  inferior  turbinals  (Fig.  3S4).  I'sually  these  are  nodular, 
but  occasionally  the  surfaces  are  smooth  and  glistening.  In 
extreme  cases  the  same  niulbcrr>'-likc  pendulous  membranotis 
enlargement  may  extend  along  the  entire  under  surface  of  the 
inferior  turbitial.  and  protrude  into  the  cpipharynx,  where  they  are 
commonly  mistaken  for  polypi.  ICjIiensive  hyperplasia  of  the 
tissues  coloring  the  middle  turbinal.  unaccompanied  by  complicat- 
ing sinus  infection,  is  rare. 

A  membranous  thickening  upon  one  or  both  sides  uf  the  nasal 
septum,  usually  more  marked  in  the  upper  portion  nr  along  the 
attaehnicnt  of  tlte  vomer  and  cartilaginous  portions,  occasionally 
occurs.    Such  thickenings  to  a  mild  degree  are  usually  jirescnt. 

The  peculiar  pale,  rounded  mass  will  be  tibserved  along  the 
posterior  border  of  the  vomer,  just  inside  the  choan.T  and  is  seen 
only  by  posterior  rhinoscopy.  These  arc  prone  to  occur  when 
detlrciions  or  spurs  are  present,  although  occasionally  ihey  are 
bilateral. 

One  or  more  of  the  almve-describcd  conditions  may  he  present 
in  the  same  patient.  While  chronic  hyper|>Iaslic  rhinitis  rardv  i» 
unilateral,  often  there  is  marked  variaiinn  in  the  two  sides.  When 
associated  with  septal  dcllcctiuns  or  spurs  the  disease  may  be  limited 
to  the  side  upon  which  such  *:purs  or  dcHeriions  exist. 

Differential  Diagnosis. — The  application  of  cocaine  spray  elimi- 
nates the  more  acute  swelling  which  accompanies  acute  coryza. 
simple  chronic  catarrh  and  the  various  neuroses.    At  the  same  time 
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Mngs  into  view  deflections,  spurs,  polypi,  and  foreign  bodies. 

The  tumors,  whether  malignant  or  benign,  sucli  as  tibromala,  polypi 
and  inalignaiil  (growths,  usually  are  circumscribed,  while  hyper- 
plastic swellings  cover  larger  segments  of  the  mucosa.  Hyi»erplasia 
^ives  An  air-cushion  scnsalion  upon  contact  with  the  probe;  wlicrcas 
hhrumata  admit  of  considerable  motion  and  are  denser. 

Malif;nant  growths  arc  localized,  dense,  and  accompanied  with 
glandular  (-nlargcincnl  and  other  characteristic  svmpinni^  (sec 
Chapter  XLU). 

Prognosis, — Under  proper  hygienic  surroundings,  when  unac- 

"companifd  by  grave  general  disease,  in  patients  who  submit  to  the 

proper  local  and  surgical  treatment  the  prognosis  is  favorable.    The 

chief  difficulties  are  those  resulting  from  habits  of  life,  occupation, 

general  envirunment  and  systemic  diseases. 

Treatment. — .Medicinal  treatment,  whether  applied  locally  or 
administered  internally,  is  ]>alliative  and  of  some  benefit,  neverthe- 
less it  is  inadequate  on  account  of  the  presence  of  the  intlammatnry 
new  formations ;  lience  operative  procedures  of  some  form  must  be 
relied  upon  for  permanent  relief.  I-.xtcnsivc  opcrati(ms,  however, 
rarely  are  necessary,  except  in  advanced  cases  where  more  or  less 
obstruction  has  taken  place.  It  is  important  that  the  mucous 
surfaces  be  kept  clean  as  possible  and  all  retained  secretions 
removed.  For  this  purpose  bland,  non-irritaiing  alkaline  sprays 
arc  most  efficacious. 

After  cleansing,  the  surfaces  should  be  sprayed  with  a  medi- 
cated oily  preparation  (Douglas  formula  of  benzoinol.  page  4%) 
both  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  freshly  cleansed  membrane 
from  the  dtlclerious  influences  of  dust  or  even  expo.**urc  to  cold  air, 
and  to  obtain  the  benelit  of  the  local  application  of  the  medicaments. 
The  m.ijiirily  of  the  spray  solutions  in  general  use  are  too  strong 
and  induce  a  marked  irritating  effect  upon  the  nasal  mucosa,  which 
results  in  a  prolonged  watery  secretion  from  the  nose,  tprays  con- 
taining glycerin  produce  like  effects.  Fostoiierative  spraying  is 
also  essential  in  order  to  remove  excessive  secretions  and  to  main- 
tain at  least  partially  aseptic  surfaces. 

Rlieumaiism.  gout,  diabetes  and  that  form  of  malnutrition  in 
(■which  an  execs.-;  of  uric  acid  is  present  require  prompt  and  thor- 
ough internal  administration  of  proper  remedial  agents.  When 
accompanied  by  disturbances  of  digestion  and  as.simiIatton  marked 
amelioration  of  ttic  intranasal  symptoms  will  be  obtained  by  the 
administration  of  cathartics  and  other  remedies  which  tend  to 
restore  these  functions.  Patients  at  plethoric  habit,  the  Routy,  l!ie 
alcohnlic  or  dyspeptic  types  should  submit  to  regulation  of  diet, 
abstain  from  cxccs'^es  of  alcohol  and  tobacco,  take  sufficient  exer- 
cise and  avoid  overheated  rooms.  A  sojourn  at  some  healthful 
resort,  especially  where  a  simple  n^gimc  with  baths,  etc.,  is  enforced, 
is  most  beneficial.  For  patients  of  the  Ihin,  neurotic  type,  Parker 
recommends  the  following  mixture  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day: — 
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9  Citrate  of  iron  and  ammonium  gr.  x. 

Carbonate  of  ammonium gr.  v. 

Fowler's  solution  itliij. 

Tr.  nux  vomica ii\,v. 

Glycerin n^  xv. 

Water q.  s,  ad  5j.     • 

The  suggestions  made  under  the  preventive  treatment  of  simple 
acute  rhinitis,  page  49-t,  should  be  adopted. 

The  operative  treatment  of  hypertrophic  rhinitis  is  described 
in  Chapters  XXXV  and  XXXVI. 

ATROPHIC  RHINITIS  AND  OZENA. 

Atrophic  rhinitis,  chronic  atrophic  rhinitis,  cirrhotic  rhinitis, 
rhinitis  sicca  and  rhinitis  atrophica  are  tlie  synonyms  apphed  to  an 
atrophic  state  of  the  nasal  mucosa  and  turbinal  structures,  resulting 
from  one  of  several  inflammatory  processes.  Marked  variations  in 
character,  extent,  and  symptoms  are  observed  during  a  careful  study 
of  a  series  of  cases  of  atrophic  rhinitis. 

In  some  individuals  the  mucous  membrane  only  is  involved, 
and  occasionally  one  cavity  only,  while  in  otiicrs  there  is  a  marked 
tendency  to  absorption  of  the  bony  structures  within  the  nose  and 
the  accumulation  of  masses  of  malodorous  inspissated  crusts.  The 
simple  form  may  not  be  attended  with  distinctive  symptoms,  but 
the  secretions  are  always  altered  as  a  result  of  the  pathological 
changes. 

Etiology. — The  actual  cause  of  atrophic  rhinitis  never  has  been 
definitely  demonstrated,  although  much  speculation  has  been 
indulged  in  by  careful  observers  whose  conclusions  have  shown 
wide  variance.  The  autlior's  observations,  based  largely  upon 
clinical  experience,  have  convinced  him  that  the  condition  results 
from  a  considerable  numl)er  of  ctiolorjical  factors  acting  either  alone 
or  in  comt>ination.  That  an  inflammatory  process  of  long  duration, 
or  one  which  has  rapidly  involved  ttic  nasal  mucosa,  and  which 
furthermore  has  seriously  interfered  wilh  the  blood-vessels  of  these 
parts  and  consequently  with  the  nutrition  of  the  tissues,  thereby 
inducing  hyperplasia,  should  finally  result  in  such  further  altera- 
tions in  nutrition  as  to  produce  serious  structural  degeneration, 
resulting  in  atrophy,  docs  not  seem  improbable.  Clinically  this 
undoubtedly  occurs,  but  why  this  result  shfuild  be  found  in  one 
case  and  true  hypertrophy  of  both  mucosa  and  bone  in  another, 
whifli  never  terminates  in  atrophy,  it  is  difficult  to  understand. 
That  atrophy  often  occurs  without  a  preceding  hypertrophy  may  be 
easily  dcmonslralcd,  proving  definitely  that  the  atrophic  state  is 
not  necessarily  to  be  considered  as  a  later  stage  of  an  hvpcrtrophic 
inflammatory  process.  A\"hile  opinions  vary  as  to  the  primarv  or 
secondary  nature  of  atrophic  rhinitis  the  preponderance  of  evidence 
favors  the  view  that  it  is  alwavs  secondary  to  some  pre-existing 
local  inflammation.  Syphilis  should  not  he  considered  as  having 
any  causal  relation,  although  occasionally  a  specific  history  accom- 
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Jes  the  iliRcasc,  as  do  tuberculous  and  other  grave  systemic 

clions.  Micrimrganisms.  mci-ssory-sinus  disease,  glandular 
degenerative  processes,  indnidttal  idin-iyncrasy  and  diathesis  may 
play  d  part,  but  arc  not  specilic  etiological  (actors. 

In  its  simplest  form  ii  may  not  he  a  degenerative  process,  inas- 
much as  the  cellular  tissue  having  become  so  impaired  and  reduced 
as  a  result  of  diminished  nutriiion  may  priiducc  wlial  must  he 
termed  simple  atrophy,  a  condition  which  readily  iinpruves  as  soon 
as  its  cause  is  removed.  In  this  form  the  contraction  observed 
follows  a  pre-existing  inflammation  which  has  lessened  the  vascular 
supply  to  the  part. 

Another  simple  variety,  usually  local  and  unilateral,  results 
from  the  pressure  nf  septal  deflections  or  spurs. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  atrophic  rhinitis  prr  se  is  an  inflamma- 
tory condition.  Simple  atrophy,  however,  should  not  be  confounded 
with  the  mure  chronic  form  wherein  a  true  degeneration  has  taken 
place. 

Abnormally  wide  nasal  cavities  in  rather  flat  noses  seem  to 
furnish  a  large  proportion  of  intranasal  atrophy.  A  hereditary 
tendency  to  this  afTceiinn  is  often  discovered.  Traiimalisin.  infec- 
tious diseases,  especially  membranous  rhinitis,  and  llie  pernicious 
results  of  inhalations  of  poisonous  fumes  and  prolonfied  subjection 
to  insufTicient  nourishment  and  badly  ventilated  livinjj  rooms,  are 
limportant  etiolcjjjical  factors.  The  condition  rarely  begins  after 
'the  twenty-fifth  year.  The  larger  proportion  of  cases  inaiilfcsls  a 
tendency  to  the  diseasf  in  early  life,  at  almni  the  twelfth  year,  excep- 
tionally earlier — and  it  is  more  common  in  females  than  in  males. 
It  almost  invariably  is  accompanied  by  anemia. 

Pathology. — In  the  severer  forms  the  following  pathological 
alterations  in  the  mucosa  are  to  be  observed;  1  he  normal  epithe- 
lium gradually  desquamates,  and  the  surface  of  the  membrane 
assumes  a  smooth,  pale,  unnatural  ap|>earancc.  Changes  in  the 
submucosa  result  in  a  marked  decrease  in  the  connective  tissue. 
\\'ith  this  is  associated  a  gradual  obliteration  nf  the  glandular 
stmctures,  and  a  marked  tendency  to  obliteration  of  the  blood- 
vessels. As  the  contraction  progresses,  the  structures  become  more 
or  less  fibrous,  and  linally  the  turbiiial  bones  atrophy.  The  lower 
turbinal-^  diminish  in  size  or  disappear  entirety,  while  the  middle 
lurblnals  usu.illy  remain  in  part,  even  In  the  severe  cases,  liacteria 
of  many  varieties  are  invariably  fimnd,  but  so  far  no  typical  palh- 
ological  organism  has  been  isolated. 

Symptoms. — The  prominent  symptom  noted  in  this  disease  ts 
ihe  marked  alteration  in  the  character  of  the  secretion.  Visual 
examination  reveals  wide-open  nostrils,  with  a  more  or  less  atm- 
)letc  li>SB  of  the  normal  anatomical  landmarks,  and  a  marked 
change  in  the  color  and  general  appearance  of  the  mucosa.  The 
mucoMs  membrane  fi-c(|tiently  i'^  obscured  by  greenish  colored, 
inspis.sated  masses,  underneath  which  are  areas  of  ulceration. 
Associated  willi  the  dark  crusts  there  is  usually  an  accumulation 
of  purulent  or  mucopurulent  secretion,  occupying  the  more  depend- 
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cm  portion*  of  the  narcs,  and  commonly  purulent  secretion  is  seen  in 
the  ethinuid  rL-jjiun.  Unless  t1i<;  nusal  cavUics  have  been  recently 
clcjinscd  tliey  arc  parlially  or  wluilty  tilled  with  nias<ies  of  ins[Mss;Ue(l 
secretion,  and  when  ozena  is  |»rc3cnt  marked  fetor  will  be  notetl.  The 
odor  is  not  unlike  that  which  acconi[>ai)tcs  bone  necrosis.  It  ts  ex- 
Inruicly  felid  and  probably  because  of  the  decomiJosition  which  has 
taken  place  in  thi?  mucopurulent  discharge.  Some  authors  believe 
llicre  is  a  s;Krcial,  ferment  in  these  strn-tions,  an  oiilnion  that  is  not 
without  reason,  inasmuch  as  an  ordinary  purulent  rhinitis,  with  appar- 
ently the  same  character  of  secretion,  may  go  on  almost  indetintlely 
cti'.ittiii},'  ail  ordinary  calarrlial  odor  only.  \'iclinis  of  this  affection 
rarely  are  conscious  of  the  distressing  odor,  inasmuch  as  the  teniiiiml 
filaments  of  the  olfactory  ncn'c  have  been  involved  in  the  atrophic 
process. 

Ozena. — The  tcnn  ozena,  derived  from  the  Greek  ofmm,  mean- 
ing a  fetid  polypus  in  the  nose,  designates  a  peculiar  diflfusc  dis- 
ease of  the  na^a!  mufri<ia,  which  is  chararterize*!  by  the  production 
of  a  thick,  sjietiric,  highly  ofTenMve  secretion,  with  a  tendency  to  the 
formation  of  flakes  and  crusts,  and  attended  by  atrophy  of  tlie  mucosa, 
together  with  certain  jiortioiis  of  the  subjacent  framework  of  the 
Ulterior  of  the  nose  (Zarniko).  The  early  writers  undoubtedly  made 
ttse  of  the  term  to  cover  all  intranasal  diseases  attended  with  odor, 
whether  sypl:ilitic  or  simple  ozena.  Later  on  its  use  became  more 
restricted,  and  il  was  employed  to  designate  catarrhal  conditions  which 
are  characterized  by  the  decomposition  of  reiaiiicd  intranasal  secre- 
tions, but  it  was  still  looked  upon  as  a  disease  rather  than  a  symptom. 
According  to  our  present  understanding,  the  lenn  )>ractic3lly  stands 
for  an  affection  which  has  been  described  imder  Zarniko's  definition. 
It  becomes  necessary,  however,  lo  difTcrentiate  various  other  diseases, 
whirb  may  be  arcompanie<l  by  offensive  odor,  as,  for  example,  syph- 
ilitic necrosis,  certain  accessory-sinus  diseases,  glanders,  and  some 
neoplasms. 

At  the  1017  mcetinp  of  the  .\merican  T.arvngological  Association, 
Dr.  T^ewis  ;\.  Coffin  in  presenting  a  scries  of  X-ray  pictures,  showing 
diseased  sinuses  in  children,  remarked  Ibat  "the  condition  shown,  unless 
spontaneously  recovering,  is  the  forerunner  of  a  future  alroi)bic  rhin- 
itis." He  drew  attention  to  the  fallowing  points ;  I ,  the  Ircqucney  with 
which  the  antrum  bad  shown  disease;  2,  that  the  antrum  when  dis- 
eased is  often  most  foul  as  lo  odor — a  condition  obtaining  in  no  other 
sinus;  3.  that  many  cases  of  ozena  in  his  hands  had  cleared  entirely  as 
to  odor  fn)m  opening,  ventilating  and  washing  the  antrum  through 
the  inferior  meatus;  4.  that,  in  fact,  only  one  of  about  twelve,  so 
treate<l.  had  failed  to  dear  up  as  to  odor;  and  ,S.  thai  be  attribuied  this 
failure  to  the  fact  that  the  otior  of  ozena  is  due  to  the  stagnating  and 
putrefying  processes  that  lake  place  in  a  chronically  diseased  antrum. 

PosworthJ  probably  is  correct  In  his  dethtnion  that  in  airophir 
rhinitis  there  Is  marked  decrease  in  the  nuanlitv  of  nasal  secretion. 
and  thai  the  apf»arent  discharge  in  atrophic  rhinitis  is  partially  due 
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to  the  fact  that,  on  account  of  tlie  long  prc-exiatiiig  inflammalory 
process,  llic  immial  serous  uxosmosis  lias  sulwidciL 

The  presence  of  lar^e  masses  oi  secretion  gives  rise  lo  symptoms 
of  obstniction  «liicli  cnlirely  subsides  after  their  removal,  and,  while, 
with  wide-open  notrils.  clear  of  discharge,  the  intake  of  air  is  usually 
free,  the  dryness  of  the  iiienihraiies  ofien  extends  to  the  naso[>har)'nx 
anti  larynx,  where  it  induces  annoying  irritation.  Superficial  ulcera- 
tion, alihough  rare,  sometimes  occurs,  especially  along  the  cartilagin- 
ous jK>rlion  of  tlie  septum,  and  Is  due  to  constant  picking  of  the  nose 
in  an  ctVort  to  rernuvc  the  crusts.  These  ulceralions  occasionally  go 
on  to  perforation  of  the  septum.  The  crust  masses  usually  remain  tii 
sUu  for  several  days,  finally  being  forced  out  of  place  and  dislodged 
in  whole  or  in  jxirt  as  the  result  of  the  eilort  of  the  jiatieiit  to  obtain 
relief  from  the  annoying  obstriKtiou.  Unless  aided  by  sprays  or 
douches  the  cavities  rarely  ever  Iwcome  thoroughly  clean  and  free 
from  crusts.  Epistaxis  occa-slonally  follows  the  efforts  to  dislodge  the 
retained  secretion,  especially  if  vigorous  mechanical  means  are  em- 
ployed. The  dryness  of  the  pharynx  and  larynx  probably  results  from 
the  loss  of  n<)rinal  moisture  imparted  to  the  air  in  its  course  through 
the  nasal  cavities.  In  severe  cases  masses  of  dried,  insjiissaled  mucus 
form  in  the  cpiphan.nx,  iherchy  causing  a  sensation  of  irritation  which 
necessitates  vigorous  elTorts  for  removal.  A  common  complication  in 
advancc<l  cases  is  a  tendency'  lo  a  deposit  of  cruSts  upon  the  walls  of 
the  pharynx.  lar)'nx.  and  trachea  in  consequence  of  the  lack  of  mois- 
ture which  is  normally  imparted  to  the  air  while  passing  through  the 
nasal  cavities 

Differential  Diagnosis. — Tt  is  necessary  to  differentiate  ozena  as 
a  symptom  from  chronic  sinusitis  other  than  ilic  antrum.  Syphilitic 
and  tuberculous  lesions,  es[>ccially  when  there  has  been  marked 
destruction  of  tissue,  resulting  from  necrosis  of  both  (he  soft  and 
bony  intranasal  structures,  may  he  confounded  with  atrophic  rhinitis. 
Syphilis  with  necrosis  prodiiccs  an  odor  quite  similar  to  ozena.  Ac- 
quired syphilis,  however,  rarely  occurs  in  extreme  youth,  and  even 
when  suspected  a  clear  history  usually  can  be  elicited.  The  odor 
which  accompanies  proloiij,'e(l  retention  of  foreign  bndies  in  the  nasal 
cavities  may  he  confounded  with  ozena,  but  a  rhinoscopic  examina- 
tion, aided  by  the  probe,  usually  reveals  the  foreign  body  if  present. 

Prognosis. — In  tliis  disease  the  nuicons  membrane  has  well-nigh 
lost  its  normal  secreting  function,  and  its  glandular  structures  have 
largely  lieconie  oblileraled.  Marked  changes  both  in  the  mucosa  and 
the  submucosa  also  have  occurred;  ihe  twrbinals  have  become  reduced 
and  their  erectile  function  destroyed.  With  these  known  and  incurable 
conditions  the  pn>gnosis  is  unfavorable  so  far  as  complete  restoration 
of  normal  function  is  concerned,  Kven  to  modify  the  discharge  and 
control  the  symptoms  r«]ufrc  frequent  and  indclinitely  continued  treat- 
ment. During  the  earlier  stages  in  the  class  of  cases  where  the  appar- 
ent atrophy  has  resulted  from  some  pre-cxistcnt  local  lesions,  such  as 
deformities  nf  the  septum,  septal  sinirs.  etc..  o.r  from  empyema  of  the 
accessory  sinuses,  it  is  quite  possible  lo  arrest  the  disease  and  often  to 
restore  the  functions  of  the  nasal  mucosa.    The  same  applies  to  treat- 
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mcnt  inaugiiraicr]  early  in  th«  hislory  of  the  disease,  and  antedating 
the  i>crin*I  when  (ctirf  symptoms  Hi»iicar.  Foi'tunatcly  aflcr  middle  life 
the  di.sva^c  tends  lo  U-cuine  tcbs  amioyintt.  with  le&s  tendency  lo  the 
funnaiiitii  ui  cru.sts  ;ind  lit'nce  Il-ss  fetor. 

Treatment. — Local  treatment  should  be  antedated  by  a  cairful 
pliysical  examination  of  the  patient  an<l  a  minute  inquin*  pertain- 
nig  lo  the  general  history.  The  varieties  and  severity  of  llie  dis- 
eases from  which  the  individual  has  suffered,  and  any  grave 
const  it  lit  i<inal  disease  or  hereditan.-  tendency,  should  I)e  given  full  con- 
sideration. As  a  rule  these  paiii-nts  require  vvell-dinrcted  internal 
medication  in  the  form  of  iron.  co«l-livcr  oil,  (Mjtassiiiin  iodid  and  the 
hypophos{>liitcs,  and  full  instnietlons  relating  to  hygiene,  diet,  and 
habits  of  life. 

The  primary  indication   in  the  local   treatment   of  the  disease 

is  the  softening  and  removal  of 
the  secretions  and  thorough 
cleansing  of  the  nasal  mucosa. 
Two  general  %'arieties  of  medi* 
camenis  are  appropriate  for 
this  purpose:  first,  those  em- 
ployed for  softening  and  re- 
moving the  incRislations  and 
secretions;  second,  those  em- 
ployed for  deodorizing  the  sur- 
faces and  stimulating  the  mu- 
cosa. The  ordinary  intranasal 
spray  apparatus  is  of  little 
avail,  Inasmuch  as  an  insuffi- 
cient (piantity  of  fluid  can  be 
sprayed.  A  foumaiu  syringe  or  some  fomi  of  douche-cup  (Fig.  304) 
Or  postnasal  syringe  (Fig.  305)  arc  requisite,  in  order  to  sei^araic  the 
crusts,  and  bland  aqueous  solutions  should  be  employed.  A  powder 
made  up  of  sodium  bicarbonate  and  sodium  chlorid  in  the  projwriion 
of  two  to  one,  kept  dry.  of  which  a  tcas;>oonfn!  may  be  used  in  a  pint 
of  warm  water  for  syringing  or  doucliing.  will  suflice,  although  other 
alkaline  solniions  may  be  used.  Whenever  the  masses  are  unusually 
dry  and  tcnarioiis  the  cleaning  process  will  he  facilitated  by  employing 
a  warm  sohiiion  (1  to  3  dilution)  of  peroxid  of  hydrogen  to  he  fol- 
lowed by  the  blander  solutions  heretofore  mentioned.  Kyle  recom- 
mends the  following  mixture  for  cleansing  the  mucous  surfaces: — 


/ 


Fij.  3(W. — l'V.«lcr's  iiasat  douche. 


B  So«lii  biborKlia. 

So4lil  bK>ar)>o))M)«. 

Sodii  chloratia. 

Pol.iwii  ttit'jirliiinatis 

Aeitli  carboHri  

Aqtue  destillatie 

IS.    Sjg. :  To  be  tiacd  with  nasal  itouchc- 


,11  gr.  XT. 

miij. 

.q.  I.  ar]  Si). 


Patient*    should    be    instructed    how    lo    properly    employ    the 
douche  and  thus  avoid  its  dangers.     Tlie  I'owlcr  nasal  douche  (  Fig. 
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304)  obviates  llie  dangers  in  part.  Any  ordinary  douclie-bag  or 
receptacle,  having  hctn  tilled  with  the  suluiion,  should  be  hung  at 
a  point  just  a  little  above  the  level  of  rhc  nose,  with  the  tip  intro- 
duced into  ime  nostril;  the  patient  in  the  meantime  should  lireathc 
thriius:h  the  wide-open  nuniih,  with  the  head  bent  shghtly  forward. 
This  will  close  o(T  the  nasopliarynx  from  the  orypliarynx,  am!  the 
water  flowiny;  into  one  nostril  will  return  from  the  other.  Too  much 
force  should  not  be  used,  and  it  is  imperative  that  the  patient  should 
be  caiirioned  not  tu  blow  the  nose  in  the  ordinary  way — by  closing 
one  nostril — but  to  blow  both  nostrils  simultancnnsly  without  finjjer 
pressure  and  in  tins  way  dislodge  the  crusts.  These  precautions  are 
necessary  in  order  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  infection  into  the 
middle  ear.  Mirldlc-ear  infection  occasionally  occurs  from  the 
injudicious  use  of  the  nasal  douche,  but,  if  the  precautions  hereto- 
fore mentioned  are  followed,  tliis  unfortunate  accident  will  not 
occur.  While,  as  a  rule,  patients  should  be  advised  against  the  use 
of  the  nasal  douche  for  ordinary  catarrhal  conditions,  in  atrophic 
rhinitis  with  ozena  its  employment  is  justifiable.  After  a  few 
minutes  the  larger  masses  will  loosen  and  come  away.    It  is  impor- 


Fig.  305. —Postnasal  syringe. 


tant.  however,  that  evcrj-  particle  of  retained  secretion  should  be 
removed  at  each  treatment,  by  means  uf  cotton  probe  or  forceps. 
The  author  has  found  that  dippinj;  the  coiion-tipped  probe  into 
rather  hot  water  aids  materially  in  wiping  away  the  remaining 
secretion. 

The  postnasal  rcj^ion  should  al.cio  be  inspected  and  completely 
cleansed-  For  this  purpose  it  is  sometimes  necessary  to  use  a  small 
throat  mirror  while  wiping  away  the  crusts  with  a  curved  appli- 
cator. The  author's  flexible  silver  applicator  (  Ftp.  432t  serves  well 
for  this  purpose.  After  thorough  cleansing,  the  entire  mucosa 
should  be  subjected  to  an  application  of  some  form  of  stimulating 
and  disinfecting  solution.  For  tliis  purpose  ichthyol  heads  the  list. 
The  following  formula  is  recommended: — 

B  Ichthyol, 

Glycerin   H  Sij. 

Aqux    q.  ».  ad  3j. 

This  should  be  wiped  over  the  entire  surface  by  means  of 
cotKm-tippcd  applicators.  More  recent  experience  with  argyrol  in 
25  per  cent,  solution  has  also  shown  favorable  results.  Variations 
in  the  remedie^  used  are  desirable,  both  In  the  cleansing  and  the 
stimulating  applications.  The  Mandel  solutions,  in  the  following 
formulsp,  arc  also  highly  commended  by  various  authors,  for  apply- 
ing to  the  nasal  membranes  after  the  secretions  have  been  removed. 
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Mandf-L  No.  1. 

it  Glycerin    3v. 

Potassium  iodid 3ij. 

lodin , . , 3s9. 

MaNDel  No.  2. 

8  Glycerin    Sv. 

I'otassium  iodid 3iv. 

lodia     3j. 

Mandki.  N'li.  ,1. 

B  Glycerin    3v. 

Piitassinni  iodid  3vj, 

.ludiu    3is5. 

The  acelotartratc  of  aluminum  in  tlic  proportion  of  from  Yi  to 
1  dram  tu  the  ounce  lia.s  ijutli  a  stimulating  and  antiseptic  ett'ect 
upon  the  membranes. 

Packing  the  nose  with  cotton  Hnt  or  gauze,  thereby  causing  a 
watery  secretion,  is  a  ])ainful  procedure  and  would  be  available  for 
the  nasal  cavities  only,  and  is  of  doubtful  efficiency. 

The  above  treatment  does  not  contemplate  the  restoration  of 
the  altered  mucosa.  Its  real  purpose  is  to  rid  tlic  patient  of  the 
disgusting  stench  and  discomfort  of  t!ic  retained  secretions,  and 
possibly  to  arrest  the  further  progress  of  the  disease.  Patients 
usually  seek  relief  from  tlie  ozena,  and  tlicy  stunild  receive  the 
encouraging  advice  that  by  persistent  and  long-continued  treat- 
ment, aided  by  intellii^'cnt  and  carefully  directed  home  treatment,  the 
distressing  symptoms  at  least  may  be  controlled.  They  should 
frankly  be  told  that  in  order  to  accomplish  this  the  treatment 
must  be  painstaking  and  long  continued.  'Iliev  should  be  taught 
how  pro])<.Tly  to  use  the  douclic  and  to  make  local  applications  to 
the  nasal  mucous  membrane,  and  even  to  that  of  the  nasopharynx. 
It  is  quite  possible  to  train  these  jjatients  to  use  even  the  postnasal 
syringe  with  safety.  Two  or  three  daily  Iinme  treatments  and 
several  office  treatments  each  week  for  a  ])eri<id  of  several  months 
will  be  necessary.  Home  treatment  night  and  morning  at  least  will 
be  found  neces.-;ary  for  an  abnrmt  indefinite  period  of  time.  It  is 
fifteii  difiirult  to  persuade  patients  to  persist  in  carrying  out  the 
twice-daily  intranasal  cleansing  after  they  become  comparatively 
free  fmm  llie  formation  of  crusts. 

\  ibraliTv  massage  of  the  nasal  mucosa  is  a  painful  procedure. 
Mcclianically  it  gives  rise  to  considerable  water;'  secretion,  but  its 
rc-ulls  arc  nil.  The  same  Imlds  true  with  the  galvanic  current. 
The  gah'aiiorautcrv  is  cnntraindicated,  inasmuch  as  in  this  disease 
it  is  ri'preliensiblc  to  destroy  any  tissue  within  the  nose,  except 
tnibcallby  granulations  nr  polypi.  I'Iccrating  surfaces  should  be 
cleansed  and  touclicd  with  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver.  30  to  60 
grains  to  the  ounce, 

A,  r>!au  has  rpconimeiulcd  the  use  of  paraffin  to  build  up 
atrophied  turbinal  bones  in  order  to  secure  normal  circulation  of 
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ihc  air  current  in  the  narcs.  The  operation  consists  in  an  attempt 
tt>  reconstruct  llic  furm  ul  the  infcriur  lurbinai  tissues  by  means  of 
injections  ot  semisolid  paraliin  into  llic  submucous  tissues,  it  is 
claimed  that  the  iullowinjj  rt-sMliH  are  ubiained:  l,  the  secretion 
becomes  thinner;  2,  the  tendency  to  the  formation  of  crusts  is 
lessened,  and,  J,  a  larger  surface  of  mucous  membrane  is  gained, 
and  iliereby  more  ni(»i-ture  is  imparted  to  llie  inspired  air. 

Lake  recommends  that  the  injections  be  small,  with  repetitions 
at  intervals  of  about  one  week.  The  method  requires  a  needle  three 
inches  in  length,  wliicli  is  attached  U>  the  paraffin  syringe  (Fig. 
414j.  In  three  cases  reported  by  Jirocckart  there  were  decided 
clianges  in  the  secretion,  and  the  crust  formations  diminished.  The 
techni<ine  of  paraffin  injections  is  described  in  Chapter  XI-.  The 
lactic  acid  bacillus  in  pure  culture  iias  been  recummenUed  for  the 
local  treatment  of  this  affection.  I'rom  15  to  20  minims  of  the 
solution  shniild  Ik  dropped  into  the  nostril,  the  head  Iwing  thrown 
backward  in  oider  that  the  sululiun  may  (low  over  the  nasal  nuiensa. 

The  high-frequency  current  also  has  been  ativocated  as  a 
measure  nf  hifal  treatment.  The  current  should  be  applied  directly 
to  tile  diseased  mucosa  by  means  of  small,  especially  devised  appli- 
cators. 

CHRONIC  PURULENT  RHINITIS. 

Synonyms. — Suppurative  rhinitis,  purulent  nasal  catarrh. 

Definition.^Chrt>nic  purulent  inliamrnatiun  of  the  nasal 
'mucosa,  unaccompanied  by  purulent  sinusitis,  is  a  rare  affection. 
It  is  characterized  by  :i  persistent  purulent  rhiniirrliea,  due  to  infec- 
tion of  the  nasal  mucous  membranes,  and  usually  dates  from  child- 
hood. 

Kosworth  contends  that  it  occurs  as  a  primary  affection  in 
children  and  eventuates  in  atrophic  rhinitis  in  adult  life.  It  should 
be  difTerentiated  from  llie  far  more  comm[in  purulent  sinusitis. 

Etiology.^It  is  believed  to  be  primarily  due  to  some  acute 
infectious  disease  like  the  exanthemata,  and  to  be  aggravated  by 
attacks  uf  simple  acute  rhinitis. 

It  is  prul)able  that  in  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  cases  the 
primary  infection  occurs  at  birth  from  infected  vajjin.il  secretions 
from  the  nioihcr.  Kyle  describes  two  cases  in  adults  in  wliich  the 
infection  was  carried  to  the  nasal  mucosa,  one  from  the  urethra 
and  the  oilier  from  a  discharging  car,  by  means  of  the  patient's 
finger. 

Purtdcnt  rhinitis  rarely  is  seen  by  the  rliinologist  during  the 
incipient  stage.  There  is  a  profuse  discharge  of  an  admixture  of 
pus  and  mticus  in  varying  proportions.  The  mucous  membrane 
becoincs  (be  seat  of  marked  hyperemia,  but  without  bt^gincss  or 
hyperplasia. 

Symptoms. — The  predominating  symptom  is  a  persistent  dis- 
charge frnm  both  no-^trils  of  a  vcllr^ivvish.  viscid,  mncopurnlent  fluid. 
While  the  rhjnorrhea  is  not  fetid,  it  often  is  so  profuse  that  the 
nasal  cavities  become  blocked  and  the  excess  flows  backward  into 
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the  pharynx  and  forward  over  the  surface  of  the  upper  Up.  Tempo- 
rary rcHef  from  the  obstructive  symptoms  is  obtained  by  blowing 
or  washing  out  the  retained  secretion. 

Diagnosis. — The  diagnosis  is  based  upon  a  painstaking  ex- 
amination of  the  anterior  nasal  cavities  in  order  to  exclude  purulent 
sinusitis,  foreign  bodies  and  tut>erculuus  and  syphilitic  affections  as 
a  cause  of  the  rhinorrhea. 

Prognosis. — Without  treatment  the  disease  tends  to  progress, 
and  there  is  considerable  ground  for  tlie  belief  that  it  may  eventuate 
in  chronic  atrophic  rhinitis  with  ozena.  Cases  which  during  the 
early  stage  are  placed  under  proper  treatment  usually  recover, 
but  any  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  the  structure  of  the 
mucous  memliranc  will  remain  permanent. 

Treatment. — Tlie  propliylactic  treatment  heretofore  described 
for  simple  catarrhal  rhinitis  should  be  inaugurated  at  once  (Chapter 
XXXIin,  in  order  to  build  up  the  resisting  power  of  the  patient 
and  to  lessen  the  tendency  to  exacerbations.  If  any  underlying  con- 
stitutional affection  is  discovered,  it  sliould  be  sul)jected  to  proper 
internal  treatment,  to  wliich  iron,  cod-liver  oil,  or  arsenic  may  be 
added  with  benefit. 

Locally,  the  treatment  should  consist  in  keeping  the  nasal 
mucosa  as  clear  and  as  free  from  retention  of  pus  as  possible.  In 
children  the  nasal  douche  employed  two  nr  tliree  times  daily,  pre- 
cisely the  same  as  for  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  (Fig.  290),  is 
most  effective  for  cleansing  purposes.  Meanwhile,  all  the  pre- 
cautions heretofore  mentioned  under  tlie  treatment  of  atrophic 
rhinitis  should  be  observed,  in  order  to  preserve  the  middle  ear  from 
infection. 

As  a  preliminary  measure,  and  for  the  purpose  of  actively 
attacking  the  pus  secretion,  the  nose  may  be  sprayed  once  a  day 
with  a  dilute  solution  of  Iiydrogen  percxid  (Kyle),  to  ])e  followed 
hy  a  douche  of  normal  pliysinlngical  salt  sdiution,  or  a  saturated 
solution  of  bctric  acid,  or  the  following: — 

B  Sodii  bicarb., 

Sodii  bibnrat aa  3ss. 

Borolyptol   3iv. 

White  sugar  3ij, 

Aqiix q.  s.  ad  Sviij. 

Solutions  of  hydrarg.  bicbloriil,  while  unavailable  for  young 
children,  may  be  employed  in  older  jiersons,  but  in  the  nose  the 
strength  nf  the  solution  should  not  exceed  1  :  SOOO,  or  1:10,000. 

Following  tlie  cleansing  process  the  membrane  should  be  wiped 
dr>'  witli  a  cotton-tip])ed  a]ij)lieat()r.  after  which  an  astringent  should 
be  applied.  The  astringent  may  be  applied  in  the  form  of  a  spray 
or  by  means  nf  cotton  carriers.  Xitrate  of  silver  solution,  from  10 
to  30  grains  to  the  ounce,  gr  solution  of  argyrol,  25  per  cent.,  may 
be  a|)plied  over  tlie  entire  diseased  surface. 

Bosworlh  recommends  a  formula  as  follows: — 
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8  Sulphocarbolate  of  zinc gr.  xl. 

Bichtorid  of   mercury gr.  %. 

Aquae  q.  s.  ad  Sviij. 

M.     Sig. :    Apply  to  the  imicoub  surfaces  after  cleansing. 

By  carefully  and  persistently  carrying  out  tlie  treatment  out- 
lined above,  in  the  majority  of  cases  a  successful  outcome  may  be 
expected.  It  is  often  necessary  to  prolong  the  treatment  for  several 
months  in  order  to  succeed. 


RHINITIS  FROM  SPECIFIC  INFLAMMATIONS 
(Diphtheria,  Scarlatina,  Measles,  Grippe,  etc.). 

Sec  Chapters  XXIX,  XXX,  XXXI,  and  XXXII,  on  the  Influ- 
ence of  General  iledical  Diseases  upon  the  Ear,  Nose,  and  Throat. 

RHINITIS  CASEOSA. 

This  rare  affection  receives  its  name  from  its  chief  symptom, 
which  is  a  persistent  exudation  of  fetid,  cheesy  secretion  into  the 
nasal  chambers. 

Etiology. — While  its  cause  is  not  definitely  known,  it  is 
believed  to  result  from  some  grave  constitutional  disease  like  tuber- 
culosis or  syphilis,  associated  with  chronic  rhinitis. 

Pathology. — There  is  no  distinctive  patholofjical  lesion;  neither 
is  there  any  definite  micro-organism  in  the  discharge. 

According  to  Kyle,  the  caseous  exudate  contains  microscopi- 
cally granular  leucocytes,  fatty  cells,  cholesterin  crystals  and 
stearin. 

Sjmiptoms. — The  chief  symptoms  are  loss  of  the  sense  of 
smell,  considerable  headache,  nasal  obstruction,  and  discharge  of 
extremely  fetid  odor. 

Treatment. — 1.  Thorough  cleansing  and  scraping  away  of  the 
accumulated  material,  aided  by  sprays  of  dilute  peroxid  of  hydro- 
gen, or  boric  acid  solution. 

2.  A  thorough  examination  of  the  intranasal  structures  and 
accessory  sinuses,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  they  are  the  seat 
of  specific  lesions. 

3.  Destruction  of  granulations,  removal  of  necrosed  bone  when 
found. 

4.  The  application  of  solutions  of  silver  nitrate  10  to  30  grains 
to  the  ounce;  or  argyrol,  25  per  cent.,  to  the  mucosa. 


CHvVPTER  XXXV. 
THE  NASAL  SEPTUM  AND  ITS  PATliOLOGICAL  CONDITIONS. 


ANATOMY. 

Three  individual  structures  enter  into  the  formation  of  the 
nasal  septum.  The  lower  posterior  portion  is  formed  by  the  vomer, 
the  upper  posterior  by  ilie  perpendicular  plate  of  the  ethmoid,  and 
the  remaining  or  anterior  portion  by  the  triangular  cartilage  (I'^ig. 
306),  the  latter  being  the  portion  chiefly  involved  in  septal  deformi- 
ties. Tlie  entire  framework  consists  of  the  vomer,  the  perpen- 
dicular plate  of  the  ethmoid,  the  palatine  crests,  the  rostrum  of  the 
sphenoid,  and  the  triangular  cartilage. 

The  vomer  is  rhomboid  in  shape,  its  lower  margin  being  united 
with  the  palatine  and  nasal  crests,  the  upper  short  margin  deviating 
to  form  two  wing-like  projections  (alse  vonicris),  between  which 
the  rostrum  of  the  sjihenoid  is  inserted. 

The  septum  is  thickest  al)nut  its  lower  one-third,  at  the  point 
of  junction  between  the  vomer  and  the  palatine  and  nasal  crests; 
the  upper  olfactory  region  and  the  anterior  portions  of  the  septum 
are  relatively  thin.  The  choana?  arc  separated  by  the  posterior 
concave  margin  of  the  vomer.  The  perpendicular  plate  of  the 
ethmoid  is  connected  anteriorly  with  the  triangular  cartilage  and 
posteriorly  witli  the  vomer,  with  whicli  it  is  blended. 

The  cartilaginous  sci)tuni  is  irregular  in  outline,  variable  in 
size,  and  separates  the  antrrior  ])i)rtion  ()f  the  nasal  cavities.  The 
lower  anterior  margin  lies  free  (colnnina  nasil.  Thi-;  portion  of  the 
cartilage  is  often  spoken  of  as  the  membranous  septum.  Its  upper 
margin  is  interposed  between  ttie  lateral  cartilages  of  the  external 
nose,  reaching  upward  as  far  a-;  the  nasal  crest.  The  entire  septum 
as  far  as  the  columna  nasi  is  covered  with  mucous  membrane. 
The  nnicosa  is  tirnily  uiiite<l  with  the  periosteum  and  the  peri- 
chondrium, forming  a  fibromucous  membrane  wliich  cannot  be 
readih'  sfparatcd  froni  its  base,  especially  at  tlic  anterior  portion. 

The  nasal  sepluni  receives  its  hlood-supply  frfini  the  naso- 
palatine, the  anterior  and  the  posterior  ethmoid  and  the  septal 
arteries,  the  chief  source  of  supply  being  the  nasopalatine. 

In  tlie  mucosa  of  the  septum,  in  ii<  upju-r  segment,  a  large 
proportion  i.f  the  raniifications  from  the  olfactory  bulb  are  situated. 
The  sensory  nerve  supply  comes  from  the  first  and  sernnd  branches 
of  the  lri;^^eminus,  the  vidian  and  llie  nasnp:ilaline  branch  from 
Meckel's  c'amrl'on.  The  septum  servos  the  double  ptirpose  of 
dividing  the  nasnl  ciuitv  into  two  conical  or  wedge-shaped  compart- 
ments, and  at  the  same  t'me  serves  as  an  important  factor  in  the 
framework  and  the  general  conformation  of  the  nose. 
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DEFORMITIES  OF  THE  NASAL  SEPTUM. 

The  deformities  of  the  nasal  septum  may  be  divided  into  three 
general  varieties:  1,  those  resulting  from  simple  spurs  or  crests; 
2,  deviations  or  deflections ;  3,  perforations,  the  result   either  of 


^ 


Fig.  307. ^Septal  spur  parallel  willi  tlic  flnnr  of  the  nasal  cavity. 
The  dotted  lip.es  indicate  the  line  to  be  followed  in  renicival  by  means 
of  saw, 

ulceration  or  traumatism.  Added  to  this  tlie  deformity  is  some- 
times simulated,  either  at  its  base  or  its  upper  portion,  by  an 
accumulation  of  mucous  glands,  and  by  synccliia. 
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Fig.  308.— The  cone-shaped  septa)  spur  situated  upon  the  vomer. 

Septal  Spurs. — Local  thickenings  and  cartilaginous  or  bony 
ridges  on  the  septum  are  designated  as  spurs,  which  usually  appear 
in  the  form  of  crests  or  spines.  When  the  outgrowth  occurs  on  the 
cartilaginous  septum  it  is  known  as  an  eccliondrosis,  and  when 
occurring  on  the  osseous  portion  of  the  septum  it  is  termed  an 
exostosi.s.     These  may  be  present  either  with  or  withnut  deviations. 

Their  direction  is  generally  anteroposterior,  parallel  to  the 
floor  of  the  nose  {Fig,  307),  or  projecting  at  a  right  angle  from  the 
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septum,  but  occasionally  they  are  vertical.  Parker  describes  a  spur 
which  is  located  along  the  junction  of  the  perpendicular  plate  of 
the  ethmoid  with  the  vomer,  and  runs  in  an  upward  and  backward 
direction. 

Another  less  cpmmon  form  is  a  cone-shaped  offshoot  from  the 
vomer,  which  has  a  broad  base  and  is  located  w^ell  back  upon  the 
vomer  (Fig.  308). 


I'ig.  3(19. — A  deflected  septum  of  normal  thickness  throughout 
and   without   spurs  or  crests. 

Deviations  and  Deflections. — In  early  life,  up  to  about  the 
seventh  year,  the  septum  is  practically  straight  (Fig.  363)  in  80 
per  cent,  of  individuals;  it  is  rarely  deviated  in  primitive  peoples. 
In  adult  life,  however,  fully  76  per  cent,  show  deflections,  to  the  left 
more  frequently  than  to  the  right,  and  this  condition  is  the  com- 


FiR.  310. — A  deflected  and  thickened  septum  with  a  riclge  upon  each  side. 


monest  of  all  the  abnormalities  found  within  the  nasal  cavity.  It 
may  be  described  as  a  permanent  bending  of  the  septum  from  the 
median  line,  whereby  the  na.sal  cavities  are  no  longer  divided 
symmetrically,  one  cavity  being  widened  at  the  expense  of  the 
otiier. 

The  variations  in  form,  extent  and  location  are  numerous  and 
difficult  of  classification.  Two  general  varieties,  however,  may  be 
described:  (a)  those  in  which  the  septum  is  of  normal  thickness 
3nd  unaccompanied  by  spurs,  ridges  or  crests   (Fig.  309);   (6) 
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deflections  (with  or  without  tliickcnings)   which  arc  accompanied 
by  one  or  more  spurs,  ridges  or  crests  (Fig.  310). 

The  suhdivvsions  of  these  varieties  arc  many,  depending  on 
the  location  and  general  direction  of  ihe  deformity.  The  more 
common  subdivisions  arc:  1,  those  in  wliich  the  delicction  assumes 
an  anteroposterior  direction,  the  apparent  bending  lieing  from 
above  downward,  the  concave  Imver  portion  assuming  an  antero- 
posterior direction ;  2,  a  common  variety  in  which  the  deflection 
assumes  a  vertical  direction,  the  line  of  convexity  being  also 
vertical  (Fig.  311);  3,  a  variety  often  described  as  a  sigmoid  or 
S-shapcd  detieciion  (l"ig.  312),  in  wliich  the  deformity  is  so  placed 
that  the  anterior  portion  of  the  septum  projects  into  one  naris, 
and  the  posterior  portion  into  the  naris  of  ihe  opposite  side;  4,  a 
less  common  hnt  cxlrcmely  troublesume  variety,  tn  which  the  sep- 
tum assumes  a  variety  of  irregular  forms  difficult  to  describe,  and 
usually  resulting  from  violent  traumatism ;  5,  a  type  in  which  the 
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Fig.  311. — The  vertical  deflection  of  the  nasal  septum. 

deflection  is  so  situated  that  the  lower  (anterior)  margin  projects 
into  the  opposite  nostril,  where  it  protUiccs  obstniciion  ( I'ip.  33S). 

The  subdivisions  of  the  second  class  arc  practically  the  same, 
but  in  each  case  the  deformity  is  accompanied  by  inflammatory 
thickenings  in  the  form  of  crests  or  spurs.  Coakley'  has  aptly 
illustrated  thc!*c  deflections  by  making  use  of  a  blotter,  held  with 
the  long  sides  parallel  1o  the  floor  while  the  two  short  sides  arc 
pressed  upon,  when  the  blotter  will  be  seen  to  bend,  the  convexity 
now  bciuf^  vertical.  The  S-shaped  deviations  of  the  septum  are 
represented  by  the  doubly  bent  blotter. 

These  general  forms,  in  varving  degrees,  practically  represent 
the  types  to  be  observed.  Considerable  variations  may  take  place 
withont  Seriously  interfering  with  respiration  and  drainage,  or 
without  inducing  pressure  symptoms;  yet  a  deflection  may  be  so 
extreme  as  to  render  respiration  nn  the  aflfectcd  side  impossible, 
and  at  other  times  crest-^  or  spurs  impinee  upon  the  tissues  of  the 
lateral  na^al  wall,  thereby  causing  inflammatory  and  pressure 
symptoms. 


*  Diseases  of  the  Nose  and  Throat,  p.  124. 
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Deflections  commonly  exert  severe  pressure  upon  the  middle 
turbinal,  and  even  force  this  structure  upward  and  outward  from 
its  normal  location. 

Etiology. — Various  theories  have   been  advanced   concerning^ 

the  causation  of  septal  deformities.  In  many  instances,  however, 
their  advocates  have  advanced  but  little  proof.  The  chief  causative 
agents  in  producing  septal  deformities  are: — 

(a)  Congenital  Malformations. — These  occur  in  but  a  small  per- 
centage of  the  cases. 

(b)  The  arrested  or  the  excessive  development  of  the  facial  bones 
are  factors  likewise  found  in  a  small  proportion  of  the  cases  of 
septal  deflections.  Furthermore,  the  method  of  septal  develop- 
ment is  conducive  to  a  variety  of  deformities  which  occur  as  a 
result  of  facial  asymmetry  and  malformation  of  the  contiguous 
bony  structures,  especially  of  the  hard  palate. 


Fiy.  312. — A  diagramniatii'  riprrscnlati<»ii  of  the  sigmoid  or 
S-shapcd  dfflcrtinii. 

((■")  Traumatism,  which  is  probably  the  commonest  factor  in 
the  etinlnpy  nf  tliese  deformities.  The  prominent  location  of  the 
nose  renders  it  extremely  liable  to  injury  by  direct  violence  either 
during  instrumental  delivery  at  birth,  or  in  the  accidents  of  later 
life,  the  septum  sufferinj:^  by  trauma  more  frequently  than  other 
parts  of  the  nasal  scaffolding.  A  blow  or  fall  on  the  nose  during 
childhood  is  often  forgotten,  and  the  low  grade  inflammatory 
process  at  the  site  of  injury  progresses  and  increases  the  deformity 
as  nasal  development  progresses.  This  accounts  for  the  fact  that 
in  the  niajorily  of  cases  relief  is  only  sought  after  childhood. 
Acfordin^j  to  Mosher,  "trauma  as  well  as  delayed  eruption  of  the 
incisor  teeth  can  displace  the  premaxillary  wings  and  distort  the 
vomer  groove,  resulting  in  spurs  and  causing  deviations  anteriorly 
and  posteriorly." 

Pathology. — Where  the  irregularity  of  tlic  septum  is  due  to  a 
simple  outtjrowtli  or  spur,  it  is  defined  either  as  an  ecchondrosis 
(cartila;,'iiunisl.  or  an  exostosis  (tionyV  The  ecchondrosis  is 
usually  fiHind  on  the  anterior  portion  of  the  septum  and  the 
exostosis  on  the  posterior  portion.    Occasionally  a  spur  may  be 
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both  cartilaginou?  and  t>ony.  Ridges  nr  crests  arc  found  at  different 
places  along  the  line^  vi  juncttun  uf  the  cartilaginous  and  bony 
portions  of  the  sepiuni.  and  may  project  into  either  noslril.  Spurs 
and  ridges  are  usually  no  hindrance,  but  may  cause  more  or  less 
□bstructiun  tu  nasal  ^e^piratioll  and  drainage,  or  be  llie  points  of 
origin  for  reflex  disturbances. 

When  the  deviations  are  due  to  tratimalism.  the  intlammaiory 
changes  in  the  pcriclioiidrium  and  periosteum  of  the  septum  may 
result  in  localized  thickcninjjs  with  negative  jjrcssurc,  which  in 
turn  may  induce  attacks  of  catarrhal  or  purulent  intlainniation  of  the 
nasal  mucosa  and  the  accessory  nasal  cavities. 

Symptoms.— The  symptomatology  varies  according  to  ihc 
degree  of  septal  deformity.  Slight  deformity,  whether  due  to  spur 
or  deflection,  produces  no  symptoms.  Where  the  detlection  or 
deviation  is  marked,  external  nasa!  deformity  may  he  noticed  and 
symptoms  of  oU-itruction,  either  to  respiration  or  drainage,  arc  in 
evidence.  The  patient  complains  of  inahility  to  brealhc  freely 
through  the  nose,  obstructe<l  breathing  lieing  mostly  on  the  side  of 
the  septal  convexity.  It  is  worse  at  night,  and  often  causes  mouth- 
breathing. 

Catarrhal  inflammation  sooner  or  later  develops  behind  the 
nbsiruciion,  first  of  the  nasal  miirous  membrane,  later  of  ihe 
pharynx,  and  in  severe  cases  it  extends  to  the  larynx  and  bronchi. 
1  thereby  causing  di^^chargc,  cuuKh  and  alicraliun  of  ihc  vi.icc.  Head- 
^ache.  Vertigo  and  ajiru-scxia  may  result  from  the  retarded  drainage 
of  the  accessury  na.sal  cavities.  High  deviations  are  prone  to 
induce  frontal  headaches,  which  are  more  severe  in  Ihc  morning 
hours,  in  contradistinction  to  those  of  ocular  origin. 

In  young  individuals  defective  development,  particularly  of  the 
chest,  and  impairment  of  the  general  hcaltli  are  among  the  later 
manifestnlinn.s. 

Locally  there  may  be  itching,  discharge  and  *necztng.  .Attacks 
of  epistaxis  are  due  to  the  patient's  interference  with  crusts  on 
cither  the  septum  or  spurs.  The  sense  uf  smell  and  taste  may  be 
impairtd  or  perverted.  Tinnitus  and  chronic  catarrhal  otitis  media 
also  arc  associated  with  nasal  ohstruction  of  septal  origin.  Of  the 
reticx  symptoms  which  are  evoked  by  impingement  of  the  deflec- 
tion or  spur  upon  the  turbinal  tissues,  headache,  neuralgia  and 
sneezing,  rliiiiorrhea,  hay  fever  and  aslhma  are  the  chief. 

Differential  Diagnosis. — A  careful  rhino?copic  examination  is 
siiflicicnt  !o  di'tenninc  a  devialinn  or  deflection  of  the  septum.  A 
concavity  is  fdund  on  one  side  of  the  sei)tum.  and  on  Ihe  other  side 
the  corresponding  convexity.  Upon  the  concave  side  the  inferior 
turbinal  is  usually  swollen  or  hypertrnphied.  .'\t  times  the  externa! 
contour  of  the  nose  is  twisted  or  bent  toward  the  side  of  convexity. 

Spurs  or  ridges  are  differentiated  from  the  simple  thickenings 
of  the  mucins  membrane  by  pal|)atlng  with  the  probe.  .A  syphilitic 
gumma  i)f  the  septum  is  usually  situated  on  either  side  of  the  sep- 
tum Iiigli  up.  and  has  a  boggy  feel  when  palpated.  Furthermore,  it 
»oon  disappears  under  aniiluetic  treatment. 
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la  fractures  of  the  nasal  bones,  if  recent,  one  can  elicit  crcpilus; 
but  in  an  old  fracture  as  a  rule  ttic  nasal  bone;^  are  displaced  out- 
ward and  tlie  septum  appear:)  thickened  above  and  posteriorly.  In 
;in  al)!-ce*s  or  hematoma  nf  the  septum  one  usually  can  obtain  a  his- 
tory of  a  recent  traiimalisni,  and  palpation  witli  ihe  probe  will  aid  in 
differentiating  cither  cotidiiiuti  from  a  septal  deviation.     Tumors 


Fig.  JIJ.— Till-  Adams  (ortrps 
for  ovcnomiiig  tlic  rcstlicucy 
(crushing)  o{  a  deflectctl  6ri>(um. 

i.'f   the   iscplum.   nialif^nant    or    benign    (sec   Chapter    XI, 111,   arc 
readily  disiiii^in-^hed  irum  cither  septal  ilellei'linns  or  dcviatinns. 

Treatment. — Owin};  t.t  ihc  character  of  its  structure,  sur;;ical 
measure*  only  will  prove  efficacious  for  the  correction  of  tlie 
various  deformities  uf  the  nasal   septum.     Surgical   interference. 


Fig.  314. — OuiKram  nf  Glcason'i  oporalioii.  The  iraiim-iiistn  nriiiin-illy 
caiisme  the  dctJcctirtn  is  [iracticalty  reproduced  bv  loiurrtini;  thr  dcncctcH 
arm  of  ilir  vptmn  itilo  a  '|iia<Iriln1rtal  llap:  a.  brviatcil  area  of  the  Sep- 
luin,  »iirr<iiinitri|  bj-  a  L'-sliaiwil  incision;  t.  neck  or  baw  of  the  rc!<iiltiiii{ 
quiidrtlateral  tlap:  b,  its  inferior  edge.     iCIeusffm,  with  pemitssion. } 

however,  is  indicated  only  in  those  cases  in  which  the  defonnity 
impedes  respiration  or  obstructs  naial  drainai;c,  with  or  without 

eonsestive  phenomena ;  when  reflex  neurose^s  or  aural  complications 
arc  cncoimtcrcd,  or  in  those  cases  where  it  becomes  necessary  to 
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relieve  stenosis  in  order  lo  gain  access  to  the  accessory  sinuses. 
Occasionally,  wlicn  the  septal  defomiity  is  not  great,  a  partial 
rcint>val  uf  the  inferiur  lurbiual  will  suffice  l"  re-establish  proper 
nasal  respiration  and  drainage. 

Walsliam  has  well  defined  the  indications  for  the  removal  of 
spurs:     1,  when  they  impede  free  breathing  through  the  nnse;  2, 
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I  ig.  315.— The  Rot  septum  iorceiis. 

when  they  appear  to  he  the  cause  of  reflex  irritation;  3,  when  they 
are  the  seat  of  ulccraiion,  with  or  without  hemorrhage;  4,  when 
ihcy  present  at  The  e.vternal  nares  and  cause  external  deformity. 
To  tiiese  may  be  added  occasional  cases  when  the  operation 
bfconifs  necessary  in  order  to  allow  the  introduction  of  the  Eusta- 
chian catheter  in  the  treatment  of  middle-tar  diseases. 

Operations  upon  the  Nasal  Septum. — \'arious  operations  have 
hceti  devised  and  recommended  for  the  correction  of  septal  deformi- 
ties, nearly  all  within  recent  years.    Simple  deformities  contined  to 


Fig.  316, — The  viik;iiii/cd  rubber  splinL 

tne  cartilaginous  portion  may  be  corrected  by  the  simpler  methods, 
n'tlably  reduction  by  the  use  nf  one  of  tlie  various  crushing  or 
cuttinu  forceps  like  those  devised  by  Adams  (Fig.  Hi)  and  Koe 
[I'ig.  SI?).  Some  authors  advise  incisions  through  the  septum, 
either  parallel  or  crucial,  in  order  to  overcome  the  resiliency  of  its 
cartilage,  to  be  followed  by  adjustment  of  the  fraijments  into  the 
correct  nnsititm.  where,  hv  means  of  properly  applied  splints,  they 
arc  retained  nntil  firmlv  united.  Oleason  makes  a  V-shaped  bevel 
incision  at  the  base  of  tltc  septum  surrounding  the  deBected  area. 
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excepting  at   the   top.     This   operation    is   apphcable   to  angular 
deHeetions  which  are  confined  to  the  cartilaginous  septum. 

lie  describes  liis  operation  as  follows:  "A  thin  saw  is  intro- 
duced along  the  flour  of  the  septum  beneath  tlic  deviation,  the 
sawing  is  begun  in  a  horizontal  direction  until  the  blade  has  pene- 
trated somewhat  deeply  into  the  tissues,  when  the  direction  of 
sawing  is  rapidly  changed  from  horizontal  to  nearly  vertical.  It  is 
of  the  utmost  imi>ortance  that   the   saw   siuuild   i)e   held   exactly 


I-"ig.  317,— Asch's  straight  scissors. 

parallel  to  the  septum,  in  order  that  tlic  cut  shall  be  around  and 
not  through  any  part  of  the  deviation.  The  length  of  the  vertical 
crura  is  tlien  ([uickly  increased  by  means  nt  a  small  bistoury 
curved  on  its  flat,  and  the  Hap  is  tiirust  tlirough  the  hole  in  the 
septum  with  the  foretingcr.  \\'hile  the  finger  is  still  in  the  nares 
it  is  carried  up  along  the  anterior  and  posterior  crura,  in  order  to 
be  certain  that  the  edge  of  the  (lap  has  completely  cleared  them, 
and  the  neck  of  the  llap  is  then  sharply  bent.     It  is  not  necessary 


T'iK,  ,1IH,— Asch's   aiiKiiLir    scissnrs. 


to  di'tuuk'  the  edges  that  arc  in  contact,  as  the  pressure  results  in 
necrosis,  at  least  uf  the  superficial  epithelial  layer  of  the  mucosa, 
after  whicli  the  parts  unite. 

"The  >pecial  claim  made  for  this  opcratinn  is  that  it  destroys 
the  resiliency  uf  liie  llap  (a  condition  of  success  in  any  operation) 
at  its  neck,  fur  it  is  at  this  point,  and  practically  here  alone,  that 
resiliency  is  active,  that  is.  at  the  neck  of  a  comparatively  long, 
narrow  tongue,  and  Iience  lias  a  powerful  leverage  to  overcome 
before  it  can  thrust  llie  inferior  edge  of  tlic  Haj)  back  through  the 
septum.  The  neck  should  iie  bent  to  nearlv  a  right  angle"  (Fig. 
3141. 
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The  Roe  Operation. — An  ingenious  appliance  for  overcoming 
the  resiliency  of  a  deformed  septum  is  fimiid  in  Roe's  forceps  (Kig. 
315),  which  is  so  constructed  tlut  powerful  pressure  may  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  tlie  dcfonniiy,  the  female  blade  being  intro- 
duced into  the  concave  side  and  the  male  blade  upon  the  convex. 
Tlie  instrument  is  so  devised  that  almost  perfect  control  of  the 
amount  of  pressure  and  crushing  may  be  obtained.  The  success 
(if  the  operation  dei)cnds  largely  upon  the  ability  of  the  operator  to 
break  down  the  deformed  portions  of  the  septum,  and  it  is  further- 
more enhanced  by  the  employment  of  some  form  of  splint,  several 


Fig.  319. — ^Asch's  septum  lorccpi. 

varieties  of  which  arc  upon  the  market.  The  splint  is  to  be  retained 
and  the  nasal  chamber  lirmly  littcd  until  heating  has  taken  place. 
The  author  recommend.'^  a  splint  to  be  constructed  of  vulcanized 
rubber  at  the  time  of  operation.  This  splint  is  constructed  from 
a  sheet  of  about  ^q  of  an  inch  in  thickness,  which  when  .soaked  in 
hot  water  becomes  flexible  enough  to  be  cut  with  scissors  and  lo 
be  molded  cylindrjcally.  the  edges  becoming  at  tlie  same  time 
adliesive  enough  to  stick  together  in  any  (lesirablc  shape;  hence 
for  nasal  splint  purposes  it  can  be  made  to  fit  exactly  the  case  in 
hand  (Fig.  i\6). 

The  Asch  Opcrat'wH. — For  some  years,  especially  in  the  United 
States,  the  Asch  operation  was  generally  employed  to  correct  the 


Fiff.  320. — Mayer's  nasal  tube  splint. 

more  severe  deformities  of  the  septum.  Aseli.  in  1890.  reported 
six  succtssfiil  operations  by  his  metliod.  lie  de\'ised  for  the  opera- 
tion two  separators,  a  sbarj)  and  blunt  one.  two  .scissors,  one  with 
straight  blades  {Kig.  317),  the  other  with  the  blades  at  a  right 
angle  to  the  handles  (Fig.  318).  and  a  long  and  short  blunt  forceps 
(Fig.  319),  and  also  vnlcanitc  tubes  to  fit  the  nasal  cavity  and  act 
a.s  splints  (Fig.  320). 

After  the  patient  is  anesthetized,  the  head  is  drawn  well  back 
to  avoid  the  entrance  of  blood  into  the  larynx.  With  good  illumi- 
nation a  separator  is  introduced  into  the  occluded  nares  to  break 
up  any  adhesions  that   may   exist  between   the  septum  and   tur- 
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binals.      Hemorrhajfe    may    be    free    unless    adrenalin    is    applied 
previous  to  anesthesia. 

The  straight  scissors  are  now  introduced  into  the  nasal  cavity, 
parallel  to  the  nasal  floor,  the  cutting  blade  over  the  concavity  of 
the  septum  and  the  blunt  blade  over  the  greatest  convexity  of  the 
septum.  The  handles  are  then  compressed,  cutting  through  the 
cartilage.  The  scissors  are  now  opened  up  and  removed  from  the 
nasal  cavity.  The  same  scissors  may  be  used  for  the  next  step,  but 
it  is  more  practicable  to  use  the  scissors  with  the  right-angle 
blades;  these  scissors  are  now  introduced  into  the  nasal  pavity, 


rig.  321  .^Schematic  reprcstntalion   of  tlie   two   incisions  in 
tlic   Asch  o|HT;itioii. 


witii  the  blades  at  a  rifjht  angle  to  the  first  incision,  and  at  about 
its  centre;  the  blades  are  closed,  tlius  intersecting  the  first  incision, 
and  the  scissors  withdrawn.  This  results  in  a  crucial  incision  of 
the  septum  over  the  doflectidii  with  four  segments  (Fig.  321). 
'Willi  a  finger  introduced  into  the  nasal  cavity  over  the  septal 
convexity  these  segments  arc  broken  at  their  base  and  pushed  over 
into  ttie  concavity  of  the  opposite  side. 

The  next  step  is  the  introduction  into  each  nostril  of  a  blade 
of  llic  blunt  forceps  ( l*'ig.  319),  wliich  are  then  brought  together, 
thus  straightening  the  septum  and  forcing  the  broken  segments 
to  override  each  otlicr  In  tlie  concavity.  An  iced  antiseptic  or 
saline  solution  may  be  sprayed  into  tlie  nose  to  check  the  hemor- 
rhage, I)Ut  usually  the  hemorrhage  ceases  when  the  next  step  is 
carried  out,  viz..  the  introduction  of  the  sterile  splint  tubes  (Fig. 
320),  a  close-fitting  one  being  pushed  into  the  nasal  cavity  in  which 
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the  stenosis  existed,  and  a  smaller  one  into  the  opposite  nostril  lo 
equalize  the  pressure  and  likewise  to  splint  the  fractured  septum. 

The  putient  i*  placed  in  bed  and  ice  cloth?  are  applied  In  the 
nose.  After  twenty-four  hours  tlic  smaller  tube  from  the  concave 
side  is  permanently  removed.  The  cold  applications  arc  continued. 
Alter  forty-eight  hours  the  larger  tube  is  removed  from  the  stenosed 
side  for  the  purpose  of  clean.stn})'  and  sterilization,  and  Aho  in  order 
to  cleanse  the  nose,  either  by  spraying  or  with  a  cottun  applicator 
saturated  with  saline  or  antiseptic  soUition.  Cocaine  solution  ^4  per 
cent.)  is  now  applied  to  tlie  stenosed  side  and  the  same  tube  rein- 
serted if  it  is  possible  to  do  so  without  using  force;  otherwise  a 
smaller  tube  must  be  selected.  The  tube  should  not  project  from 
the  nostril. 

After  the  second  or  third  day  the  cold  external  applications  are 
abolished  and  the  patient  allowed  to  be  up.  and  un  the  fuurih  day 
he  may  be  dismissed  from  the  hospital.  The  tube  is  removed, 
cleansed,  the  nasal  cavity  cleansed,  and  the  tube  reinserted  daily 
for  the  next  four  or  five  weeks.  After  the  first  week  this  may  be 
carried  out  by  the  patient  if  well  drilled  in  the  cleansing  procedure 
as  here  outlined.  After  live  weeks  the  lube  splint  is  entirely  dis- 
pensed with  as  the  cartilage  is  united  and  the  septum  straightened. 
If  the  lower  segment  of  cartilage  still  projects  after  the  tube  has 
been  permanently  discarded  it  should  be  removed  with  the  saw. 
'J'he  patient  may  folluw  his  usual  pursuit  after  the  third  day,  inas- 
much as  the  tui>e  splint  allows  free  nasal  respiration,  and  is  worn 
with  comparative  comfort. 

The  results  uf  these  operations  when  thoroughly  performed  are 
good  in  cases  which  are  unaccompanied  by  displacement  of  the 
vomer  or  the  perpendicular  plate  of  ihc  cihmoid.  or  by  unusual 
thickenings  t-f  the  maxillary  ridge.  It  is  praclically  impossible  to 
fracture  the  maxillary  ridge  except  to  a  slight  degree,  and  fractures 
of  the  vomer  made  by  forceps  rarely  take  the  desired  direction. 
Hence  in  cases  of  the  latter  ly]>cs  the  submucous  resection  operation 
is  preferal>le. 

Detlection.*!  cnnl'med  to  the  cartilaginous  portion  of  the  septum 
often  are  amenable  to  the  Gleason  operation.  Tlie  Rite  forceps, 
however,  overcmnc  lliis  form  with  better  results.  The  Asch  opera- 
tion has  the  disadvantage  that  it  is  exceedingly  painful,  requires  a 
general  anesthetic,  and  is  attended  with  a  considerable  loss  of 
blood.  The  crucial  incisions,  while  effective,  are  liable  to  result  in 
septal  perforations;  ii  also  rcijuires  a  prolonged  use  uf  a  retention 
splint  with  the  necessity  for  almost  daily  treatment.  Roe's  forceps 
overcome  the  resiliency  of  the  cartilage  without  cutting,  the  hemor- 
rhage is  slight,  and  a  retention  splint  is  not  needed  for  so  long  a 
period.  To  this  extent  it  is  superior  to  the  methods  requirmg 
mcisions.  The  majority  of  cases  receive  sufficient  benefit  from  a 
well-performed  Roe  or  Asch  operation  to  commend  their  use  in 
selected  cases. 

Submucous  Resection  of  the  Nasal  Septum. — The  submucous 
resection  oi>cration  cuntcmplates  the  complete  removal  of  the  car- 
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tilage  and  bone  which  compose  the  deformed  part  of  the  septum, 
allowing  the  perichondrium  and  mucous  membrane  of  either  side 
to  fall  together  and  form  a  septum  without  its  intermediary  frame- 
work. Hence  this  operation  differs  materially  from  those  heretofore 
described. 

In  preparing  the  patient  for  a  septal  operation  all  hair  should 
be  clipped  from  l)oth  nasal  vestibules.  This  procedure  is  an  aid 
to  cicanli.iess  and  it  K'^es  the  operator  a  clearer  view  of  the  deeper 
portions  of  the  nasal  cavities.  'I'lie  nasal  cavities  should  then  be 
thoroughly  cleansed  witli  a  normal  saline  solutinn,  and  the  upper 
lip,  the  nose,  the  adjacent  areas,  and  the  vestibules  should  be 
painted  with  iodine,  fulhnved  by  a  wash  of  alcohol.  Twenty  grains 
of  sodium  broinid  administered  a  half-iiour  before  the  operation  acts, 
as  a  sedative  antf  to  tliat  extent  adds  to  the  patient's  comfort. 

The  length  of  time  taken  to  properly  perform  the  operation 
is  from  twenty  miiuites  to  niic  hmir,  and  it  never  should  be  under- 
taken unless  the  operator  has  sufficient  time  to  work  with  delibera- 
tion. It  is  preferably  performed  under  local  anesthesia,  inasmuch  as 
tlie  hemc-rrhasre  rarelv  i-^  snfhcient  t"  interfere  with  tlie  work,  the 


]-"iKf.  322. — Hiilk'iigcr's  iinioosa  kiiiff. 

tield  may  the  more  easily  be  illuminated,  and  the  patient  in  various 
ways  is  thereby  enaljlcd  tn  render  valuable  assistance,  especially  in 
changing  tlic  position  of  his  head.  (j>cainc  or  alypin.  in  solutinn 
of  5  ti)  20  per  cent,  combined  with  adrenalin  ciilurid  solution,  from 
1 :  5000  to  1 :  1000,  applied  to  both  surfaces  of  the  septum  for  about 
twenty  minutes,  may  be  relied  upon  to  completely  anestlietize  tlie 
septal  lissnes.  llic  crystals  of  cncaino,  when  niblicd  upon  the  septal 
surfaces  with  a  ple<lget  <if  cottcn  m{fistened  (Freer)  in  adrenalin 
solution.  1  :  100,  \\  ill  nmre  rap  id  I  v  produce  anesthesia,  and  are 
thought  to  bliick  the  ^■asc^1l:lr  and  lyni]»hatic  channels  of  the  mucosa, 
and  so  prevent  systemic  pois'ining  from  ab>orpti<:)n  of  the  local 
ancstlutic. 

The  most  practical  mixture  for  l(]cal  anesthesia  in  the  nose  is 
made  by  mixing  cijual  parts  of  a  10  per  cent,  cocainj;  solution  and  a 
i  :  UXX)  adrenalin  chlorid  solution.  This  cWmTiTnation  produces  a 
mTxlnre  containing  5  per  cent,  cocaine  and  adrenalin  chlorid  1 :  2000. 
This  combination  is  aniple  for  prolonged  local  anesthesia,  Js ^afe  and 
can  be  freely  ap])lic<I  by  means  of  cotton  pledgets.  The  hypodermic 
injection  of  a  few  drops  of  a  J:^>  nf  1  per  ctift.  solution  of  cocaine 
underneath  the  mucoclinndrium  at  various  points,  but  particularly 
at  the  area  of  tlic  primar\'  incision,  not  only  induces  rapid  anesthesia, 
hut,  bv  pnrtinllv  ^^eparatiTig  the  inucochoiidrium  from  the  cartilage, 
renders  \ahiabie  assistance  in  that  step  of  the  operation. 

While  the  operation  may  thus  be  performed  without  actual 
pain,  the  suffering  of  the  patient  should  never  be  lightly  considered. 
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inasmuch  as,  almost  invariably,  ratlicr  severe  shock  attends  this 
tjperaiivc  procedure.  It  i^  often  nec»ssary  to  administer  a  stimu- 
lant in  tlic  form  of  vdij'^kcv  or  a  dram -Qi_ lh<?  aromatic  spirits  of 
anununia  if  Ihc  patient  fccIs  Faint,  or  h«  shoultl  be  allowed  to  fie 
down  for  a  few  minutes.  Tlic  rtisctimforts  which  arise  from  faint- 
ness  and  shock  may  largely  be  obviated  hy  placing;  the  patient  upon 
an  opcralinjf  tabic,  with  the  headrest  elevated  to  the  highest  pusi- 
lion.  I*"urtlicrm<jrc  this  piisition  dvts  not  materially  interfere  with 
the  technicjue  of  the  operation.  The  operation  preferably  should 
[be  performed  in  a  hospital,  so  tltat  the  patient  immediately  may 
retire  and  remain  in  bed  imtil  the  ffitlnwin^j  day.  If  done  in  the 
operator's  ufficc,  the  patient  should  be  taken  to  his  liomc  in  a  car 
or  other  conveyance  and  nut  allowed  to  walk  through  the  streets. 
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Fig.  32ii, — Showinr;  tht  Ihif  of  tndninn  trraplo^fil  hjr 
liaji-k,  Killian.  anil  Vaiikiiuvr. 


Operation. — The  primary  incision  throuch  the  mucous  mem- 
brane and  the  peitehimdrium  is,  by  most  operators,  made  upon  the 
convex  surface. 

The  location  of  the  incision,  its  length  and  its  direction  may  be 
left  iu  tlic  individuality  of  the. operator  so  long*  as  the  cartilage  is 
finally  exposed  and  incised  well  in  front  of  the  septal  band. 

The  incisions  recommended  by  Killian.  Hajck  and  Yankaucr  are 
similar,  ihe  latter  extendinj,'  the  lower  limit  across  the  floor  of  the 
vestibule  [h'le.  322a ),  while  that  of  Freer  ( i"ig.  322&)  is  termed  the 
reverse  I--iiicision. 

In  followinfi  the  Freer  plan  a  horizontal  incision  is  made  alonjf 
the  base  of  the  septum  at  its  j\mction  with  the  nasal  floor,  cxtendinjj 
about  one  inch  fn^m  the  nuicucutancrius  junction  within  the  vesti- 
bule. A  vertical  incision  is  then  made  to  intcr^^cct  with  the  inner 
end  of  the  horizontal  one,  but  during;  the  process  of  elevating  the 
mucochondrium  a  small  seK'"i^"l  betv^een  ihe  intersecting  points  of 
the  two  »ncis!oii>  should  Iw  left  intact  (Fig.  322b). 

Having  completed  the  elevating  of  tlie  mucochondrium  the 
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*mall  segment  is  cut  and  ilic  flap  is  reflected  fnrward  and  upward, 
where  it  is  held  by  a  rctractur. 

H  one  of  t)ie  inciMtms  firM  mcniionevl  lias  been  employed, 
tiic  mucous  membrane  and  pertcliondrium  of  ilic  corresponding  side 
should  then  be  separated  frum  the  cartilage  by  mean*  uf  special 
elcvai-irs  (Kig,  323),  which  shtiuld  be  m-ivcd  in  an  opward  and 
downward  direction  in  their  I'-ng  axis  in  order  in  prevent  accidenial 
perfuraliun  uf  the  mucrms  membrane.  Uy  completing  the  separa- 
tion with  the  luii;^  edye  ot  a  blunt  elevator,  the  muc<>c}|otit|riuni 
and  perinstevim  are  stripjwd  frnm  the  septum. 

Having  separated  the  mucous  membrane  from  the  »<eptal 
cartilage  over  a  wide  area  upon  the  side  of  the  primary  incistun  ? 


Fig.  322^.— I'rcrr's  L-shapt'il  inrisn  u  foi  the  sul>t)iitcou9  rrwctioo 
oprr.-tttoii.  \otr  llic  point  which  rcmniiu  uncut  uuiil  the  Ikalaacr  af  ttap 
bi»  Ikxo  clcvatcil. 

vertical  incision  is  made  through  the  cartilage  to  the  perichondrium 
of  the  opposite  side,  following  the  line  of  the  primary  incision  in  the 
mucuns  metnbranc.  Great  pains  should  be  taken  not  to  wound  (he 
mucous  membrane  of  tiic  opposite  »idc.  A  safer  method  is  to  scrape 
through  the  cartilage  lo  the  perichondrium  of  the  oppc'iite  side  with 
a  small  curet  (Yankaner)  (Fig,  324j.  Through  this  incision  or 
excavation  in  the  cartilage  a  *nia!l  eltvator  is  pa'^sed,  and  the  peri- 
chondrium and  nuici  s;i  arc  carefully  ijcparaicd  from  a  similar  area 
upon  the  opposite  side  of  the  septum  (Kig-  326).  This  muH  be 
done  with  extreme  care  and  deliberation  in  order  to  avoid  tearing  or 
bruising  the  mucous  membrane,  with  The  attendant  danger  ot 
sloughing  or  perforation. 

when    the    mncochondrium    has    been    well    separated    from 
the  septum  on  both  sides,  the  cartilage  is  removed  piecemeal  with 
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a  cutting  forceps,  or  preferably  in  its  entirety  (Fig.  325)  with  the 
Ballenger  swivel  knife  U'''gs.  326  and  3Z7 ).  This  instrument  is  per- 
fectly adapted  tn  this  pnrpnsc.  it  is  entirely  safe  and  it  shortens  the 
time  of  operation.  'l"hc  prnccdure  up  to  this  point,  however,  must 
he  considered  as  preliniinaiy  lo  the  real  operation,  which  con- 
sists in  the  removal  of  the  dellectcd  portions  of  the  vomer,  the 


Fig.  323. — Pericliondrium  etevatora.    a,  Ballengcr's.    b,  Frecr's. 

perpendicular  plate  of  the  ethmoid  and  the  maxillary  ridge.  Spread- 
ing open  ilie  primary  incision  through  the  mcmhranc,  the  oper- 
ator will  easily  see  the  projecting  edge  '.'f  the  cartilage  that 
remains,  or  if  all  the  canilage  lias  iK-en  removed  the  edges  of  the 
vomer  come  iiUu  view.  Sharp  cutting  forceps  (I'ig.  ^2.^)  should 
now  be  carefully  introduced  and  the  Iialancc  of  the  deflection  rc- 


Tlg.  324. — Small  o>-at  curct  for  prnrtrating  the  septal  cartilage. 

moved.  The  two  mucosa  curtains  are  best  held  apart  by  cither 
Killian's  long  submucous  speculum  {Vig.  32^))  or  one  of  the  various 
retractors  ( l-'ig.  330)  devised  for  this  purpose  (Fig.  331). 

To  gain  access  to  the  maxillary  ridge  a  sharp  separator  is  often 
necessary  for  the  purpose  nf  separating  ilie  pcriostciitn  along  llie 
floor;  Yankauer's  instrument  (Fig.  332)  is  useful  for  this  mani|jula- 


Fig:.  325. — Si)ecimcr  of  Mpuil  tiirtiliiK-r  remuv^'d  with  Hie  «wivH  knife. 

tion.  The  ridge  is  removed  cither  by  cutting  forceps  (Fig.  333)  or 
the  Jlajek  crotch  chisel  (.l-'ig.  334)  driven  with  a  mallet.  The 
latter  (Fig.  335)  is  more  accurate  and  hence  is  preferable  fur  the 
removal  of  the  ridge,  and  a  large  ponion  of  this  bony  tissue  should 
be  excised.  For  the  vomer  and  ethmoidal  portions  the  various 
punch  forceps  or  small,  slender  rongeur  forceps  ser\'e  the  purpose. 
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The  ftill  measure  of  success  depends  ajwn  tlie  cum|)lcte  removal  of 
all  parts  nf  the  septal  framework  which  enter  into  the  deflection  or 
obstruction. 

In  rcmo\in|;  the  cartilaginous  portion  of  the  septum  it  is 
advisable  to  retain  sufficient  cartilage  ahmjj  the  UridBC  of  the  nose 
and  the  frenum  to  maintain  its  synimctr}%  and  thus  avoid  the  so- 
called  "saddleback"  nose. 

After  complete  removal  of  bone 
and  cartilage,  tl>e  operative  field 
licivvccii  the  miicotis  membranes* 
is  ilouched  with  normal  saline  so- 
lution in  order  lo  wash  out  the 
itchris  of  excised  cartilage;  then 
the  surfaces  of  the  mucochon- 
drium  should  be  <lrawn  together 
and  the  cut  edges  appmxiniated  as 
nearly  as  possible.  Stuure.'=>  should 
In-  employed  whenever  tlicy  may  be 
utilized  to  prevent  iKrforations. 
riic  janscn  cimed  needles  arc  ad- 
luir^ilily  arlaptcO  for  tills  purpose. 
The  convex  side  is  [lacked  well 
lack  with  sterile  vasclin  gauze,  or 
a  strip  of  sterile  n:bber  tissue  is 
tirsi  pushed  well  back  in  the  nasal 
cavity  where  the  convexity  existed, 
and  against  this  rublier  tissue  -tuf- 
(icicnt  plain  sterile  gauze  is  packwl 


Fifl;.  326.^Tlic  tnucorlinn'iriitm 
has  been  separated  from  hoili  !(idc« 
uf  the  cartilage  in  accnrriance  with 
the  description  in  the  Icxt.  The 
BallcnKcr  swivel  knife  is  in.^eried 
into  the  cartilage  incision  prc- 
pardtury  to  Jti  removal.  (Partly 
schematic.) 


to  HII  tlie  cavity.  The  vas-clin  gauze 
and  the  rubber  tissue  prevent  ad- 
liesioii  of  the  packinff  to  the  mu- 
cous membrane,  atvl  likewise  make 
the  removal  of  (Ik  dressing  easier; 
the  opposite  nostril  should  Iw  similarly  but  lightly  packed.  The  pack- 
ing lessens  the  tendency  to  postoperative  hemorrhage  and  prevents  the 
formation  of  hfmati-uiata. 


Fig.  j^.— The  Callciigcr  swivel  knife. 

Secondary  hemorrhage  is  rare.  Ballenger  introduces  a  Simpson 
sjumge  lent  ( l-'ig.  342)  into  each  nostril  instead  of  the  game  packing, 
and  reinovcs  lliem  in  frnni  twculy-fiHir  to  forly-eighl  liuurs. 

After-treatment. — The  patient  should  remain  in  bed  until  the 
following  day.  and  the  further  after-trcaiment  should  consi.st  in  the 
removal  of  the  packing  aftor  twenty-four  to  forty-eight  hours,  the 
[Kicking  being  thereafter  dts|>en»ed  with.  The  nasal  caviiie*  arc 
douched  daily  for  cleansing  purposes  with  a  normal  saline  Stiluiinn. 
A  Douglass  douche  bag  (f'ig.  3361,  or  the  Fowler  nasal  douche 
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(Fig.  304),  is  practical  for  this  purpose,  but  violent  "blowing''  oi 

ihe  nose  shnuld  lie  avoided  for  some  time  after  douL-hinjj;. 

Sutures  sliuuld  be  removed  about  ilie  third  day.     The  inci- 
sions Ileal  in  fr-'m  fnur  tn  sc\'pn  drivs  when  the  mucous  membrane 


c 


Fiji,  328.— Foster-Rail  ciigcr  hone 
euttiiiK  fuFccps  for  rcniuvii>]{  portioiia 
of  ihc  vomrr. 


has  not  Iieen  Ii-rn;  otherwise  Kraiuilntiuns  appear  and  final  healing 
is  delayed.  Slight  postoperative  thickenings  about  the  maxillary 
ridge  often  disappear  by  absorption  after  a  few  weeks. 


Tig.  33^. — Killian*!)  submucous  spcculuni, 

Yankauer's  instnnneiils.  whitli  are  illustrated  in  Fig.  337,  facilitate 
the  submucous  (ipcration,  and  need  no  further  do^criplioii. 

With  the  exception  of  the  rcscctii>n  operation,  the  above- 
described  operative  procedures  depend  upon  some  form  of  crushing 


Fig.  330. — Submucous  hand  rctraclof. 

or  breaking  of  the  septal  cartilage  for  the  purpose  of  overcoming  its 
resiliency.  They,  therefore,  represent  one  general  lype  of  ojieration. 
while  the  suhiiiiicous  resection  accomplishs  the  re.suU  by  means  of 
the  removal  of  a  large  portion  of  tlic  septal  cartilage,  together  witli 
tite  bone  deformities  which  exist  in  the  individual  case. 
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The  Comparative  Value  of  the  Various  Septal  Operations. — 

The  suhmucnus  operaiiciti  is  difficiili.  Mucii  skill  and  consid- 
erable time  is  retjuircd  in  its  performance,  hm  the  healing  is 
woiideriully    promin.      The    siihinuonis    resection    rarely    fails    to 


Fig.  331.— AUen-Heffermann's 
uibmucous  speculum. 

relieve  the  stenosis,  hut  it  may  he  attended  with  serious  complica- 
tions or  scquclx.  .A  few  deaths  from  meningitis  recently  have  been 
rei>ortcd  as  a  result  of  this  o|>eration  ;  hence  it  should  tie  performed 


Fig.  332. — Vankauer's  iJi-f...>iriiiii  cicvittor. 

only  under  strict  asepsis,  and  at  all  times  it  should  be  considered  a 
major  surgical  procedure.  While  some  untoward  re^ults  may  fol- 
low any  operation  for  correction  of  deviated  sepia,  not  all.  however, 
can  he  atirihuied  to  the  operation  /rr  si\    These  complications  arc 


Fig.  333. — Bone  cutting  forceps. 

hemorrhage,  hcmatomata,  erysipelas,  follicular  tonsillitis,  inl1amma< 
tion  of  the  accessory  sinuscA,  fauces  or  lan.'nx,  unintentional  injury 
to  ncighburiDB*  part&.  .septal  perforations,  synechia  or  atresia  of  the 
nasal  passages,  septal  absce^  and  hematomata. 

In  comparison,  the  Asch  operation  requires  a  general  anesthetic: 
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it  is  attended  with  severe  hemorrhage;  it  necessitates  a  tedious 
after-treatment  and  much  discomfort  lo  the  patient  on  accnunt  oi 
the  sphnts  nr  packini;.  l-"iinhermorc  it  is  not  always  attended  by 
complete  relief  of  the  stenosis,  and  perforations  are  common. 

The  Rue  operation  in  the  simple  delleciions  is  easily  performed ; 
local  anesthesia  is  sufficient,  but  the  splint  is  necessary. 

The  author  believes  that  the  Roc  or  Asch  operation  is  still  t<' 
be  preferred  to  the  submucous  resection  in  cases  of  deflections  with 


Fig.  3M. — The  crotch  chisel  applied  to  the  maxillary  ridge. 

a  tendency  to  atrophic  -riiiuitic,  or  where  the  same  already  is  well 
marked  iii  the^  conca^'e  iiasal  cavjtv.  In  such  cases  to  remove  the 
thickened  septal^tTciormiiy  woulcJ  iVnIy  increase  the  atrophic  condi- 
tion and  so  add  to  the  patient's  distress  rather  than  give  the  desired 
relief. 

Anterior  Dislocation  of  the  Columnar  Cartilage. — The  treatment 
of  the  type  in  which  Uie  lower  (^anterior)  margin  of  the  septal  car- 


mtmiii  itnti  rii  mnnimiiiitffWWimmniiimiiBWjJ 


Fig.  335.— The  Hajrk  septal  chisel. 


tilagc  projects  into  the  nostril  is  conducted  as  follows:  1.  Make  an 
incision  along  the  line  of  the  free  border  of  the  cartilage.  2.  Retract 
the  soft  tissues  and  perichondrium  from  bi.>th  (lateral)  sides  for  a 
considerable  distance.  3.  Remove  the  projecting  portions  of  the 
cartilage  with  the  I'allengcr  swivel  knife  (Fig.  338)  or  scissors. 
4.  CInsc  the  wound  l»v  nuans  of  sutures. 

The  Removal  of  Septal  Spurs. — .\,  majority  of  the  deviations  of 

the  septum  are  accompanied  by  spurs  or  ridges,  but  the  latter  com- 

_rnonly  occur  independent  of  ih'c  deviation  or  deflection.     These  arc 
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composed  cither  of  bone  or  cartilage,  or  of  bone  aad  cartilage  com- 
bined. They  occur  in  variuus  forms,  sizes  and  locatiuns,  ibe 
maxillary  ridge  furnishing  the  larger  proportion.  They  arc  often 
of  tar^e  size  and  impinge  upun  the  turbinal  or  lateral  nasal  wall 
(Fig.  3i9).  One  form  often  overlool<ed,  unless  the  s,i>h  tissues  are 
fully  contracted,  is  the  cone-shaped  spur  heretofore  mentioned 
(page  520)  situated  far  back  upon  the  vomer. 

Where  small  .•^purs  are  present  at  the 
lime  a  suhmucous  operation  is  contemplated, 
it  is  advisable  to  remove  ihem  ihruugb  the 
incision  after  tlie  mucochondrium  has  })cen 
separated. 

l-argc  spurs,  however,  may  require  re- 
moval either  at  the  time  of  the  major  operation 
or  >uiiie  time  thereafter.  Several  methods 
have  been  advocatc^l  for  the  removal  of  !ic|>tat 
spurs,  and  ^-arious  trephines,  burrs,  saws  (rig. 
340 1  ami  other  rutting  in^trmnenls  have  Iwcn 
(leviticd  for  the  purpose.  Tlic  tn^^tniiuent  in 
common  use  i*  the  saw,  whereby  the  entire 
spur  i»  completely  severed  at  its  base.  Tlic 
same  results  may  be  obtaineil  by  means  of  ilie 
electric  trephine,  burr  or  dental  drill.  Many 
operators  have  advised  a  submucous  rejection 
of  the  spur  by  making  a  primary  incision 
through  the  nmcuiis  membrane  and  pcriclion- 
drium,  to  be  followetl  by  complete  reiractifm 
of  these  tissues  over  the  entire  surface  of  the 
spur,  so  that  after  the  removal  of  tlic  under- 
lying ipur  the  nwmbraiies  may  be  allowe<l  to 
fall  over  the  resultant  esjwsed  surface.  Theo- 
retically, this  procedure  seems  wi«.  but  the 
claims  arc  not  usually  fuKilted,  chiefly  for  the 
rea>on  tliat  the  membrane  is  usually  consider- 
ably thickenc<l,  an<1  thus  covers  s|)ace  which 
could  be  ulili7.cd  for  the  ventilation  of  llw 
nostril.  In  the  author's  experience  the  re* 
moval  of  the  entire  spur,  membrane  and  atl 
close  to  its  b3^c,  while  requiring  considerable 
time  for  a  final  healing,  rarely  results  either  in  ulcer  or  troublesome 
scar  tissne.  As  a  rule  a  healthy,  smooth  surface  results,  \\*henever  a 
spur  has  an  unusually  broad  base  an  exception  should  be  made  and  tluit 
portion  of  the  nmc«x:hondriuni  lying  above  the  level  of  the  utmost 
projctlion  of  ibc  spur  shoukl  be  elevated  by  means  of  a  lineal  incision, 
and  periosteum  elevators,  and  the  same  rctracteil  during  the  sawing 
process.  After  remoxing  the  spur  the  loose  membrane  should  be 
drawn  ^lownward  over  the  denu<lc<l  surface. 

The  patient  should  be  prepared  bv  thorough  cleansing;  of  the 
nostrils  and  the  surrounding  outer  suriacea  near  the  nose.  A  solu- 
tion o(  cocaine  or  alypin  and  adrenalin  in  the  proportion  already 


Fig.  336— The  DotiglaM 
douche  bag. 
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recommended  in  this  chapter  should  be  applied  to  Imth  sides  of  the 
septum  hy  means  of  cotton  pledgets  j,l"ig.  347),  after  the  manner 
described  in  Chapter  XXW'I.  'Ihc  time  requisite  for  anciithctiza- 
lion  is  about  twenty  minutes,  after  which  the  oiMrration  may  be 
performed  with  a  sharp  saw  {I'v^.  341)  without  pain.  The  under 
surface  of  the  spur  is  usually  a  rather  sharp  ledge.  The  removal  is 
therefore  preferably  accomphsbed  by  .cawing'  irom  below  upward. 
It  is  important  to  cutitinuc  the  line  of  removal  parallel  with  the 


Fls>  338. — Removal  of  the  projecting  ircc  Itut^cr  of  lite  leptal  cartilage. 


septum,  as  there  is  a  tendency  for  the  saw  to  grradually  curve 
outward  (Fig.  307). 

The  removal  of  septal  spurs  often  causes  considerable  hemor- 
rhage. This  usually  subsides  spontaneously,  but  an  occasional 
spurting  of  blood  mav  require  tampons  Irig.  343)  or  packing 
(aiaplcrXL). 

As  soon  as  the  saw  has  passed  through  the  hard  tissue  it  i* 
well  to  complete  the  excision  with  a  slender  pair  of  angular  scissors 
(Fig.  343).  If  the  rcsultani  surface  is  smooth  the  upcration  may  be 
considered  completcil.  hut  if  a  small  projection  of  htme  remains  it 
should  be  removed  willi  a  saw  I'r  .'tome  sharp  cultiny  instrument. 
The  wound  should  now  he  cleansed  with  physiological  salt  solution. 
The  majority  of  authors  advise  that  no  dressing  of  any  kind  be  em> 
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ployed.  The  author  docs  not  hold  this  view,  bui  complclcs  the 
operation  by  laying  over  the  cut  surface  a  small  strip  of  sterile 
gauze  which  has  been  dipf>ed  into  a  solution  of  acetotartrate  of 
aluminum  (12  per  cent.).  His  reasons  arc  that  it  covers  the  cut 
surface  with  a  sterile  and  slightly  astringent  dressing,  and.  while 


Fig.  M9. — Septal  spur  which  impiimcs  upon  the  inferior  turbinal. 

not  in  any  sense  considered  as  packiny^,  the  sultscquent  inilammaiory 
reaction  tullowing  the  o[ieralioii  makes  sniVicieiU  pressure  l>etween 
the  turbinals  and  septum  to  hold  this  in  place  and  practically  con- 
U-q1  the  hemorrhage  which  might  otherwise  occur. 

This  is  left  r«  situ  for  from  one  to  two  days.     So  far  as  Ihc 
results   are   concerned   this   form   of  dressing  prevents   secondary 


Fig;.  340. — The   Bosworlh  nasal  saw. 

hemorrhage  and  infection,     Kurttiermore  it  lessens  the  danger  of 
syneclita-  and  subsecjucnt  grannlaiions.     The  question  of  secondary 

hcraorrliagc  is  cuusidcrcd  in  Chapter  XL. 


PERFORATIONS  OF  THE  SEPTUM. 

There  arc  two  general  varieties  of  septal  perforations:  1,  those 
in  which  the  cartilaginous  pDrtinn  only  is  involved,  and.  2,  perfora- 
tions involving  the  bony  portions. 

Tlie  first  class  constitutes  the  larger  proportion,  and  as  a  rule 
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ttic  perioraiions  are  oval  and  arc  located  just  beyond  the  vesiihulc.  a 
little  above  the  floor  of  the  nose  (Fig.  344).  They  arc  usually  the 
result  of  rhinitis  sicca,  attack:^  of  diphtheria,  syphilis,  luberculosU, 
typhoid  fever,  a  septal  abscess,  gangrene,  the  electric  cautery,  caus- 
tics, and  surgical  operations.  Certain  dnigs  cause  necrosis  of  the 
cartilage,  e.g.,  phosphorus  or  mercury  and  the  caustic  action  of 


Fig.  341.— The  Payrw  iiasal  saw. 

chromic  acid.  A  perforation  usually  commences  as  a  slight  ulcer, 
produced  by  the  action  of  an  irritating  current  of  air,  or  from  pick- 
ing the  nose.  Continued  efforts  to  remove  the  in5pissated  masises 
covering  the  ulcers  result  in  still  deeper  excavation*!,  until  finally 
perforations  occur.  Rhinitis  sicca  produces  a  condition  of  the 
membrane  which  renders  it  peculiarly  liable  to  become  ulcerated. 
The  proponion  of  ulcerations  follmving  ty]>hoid  fever  is  large.  The 
tendency  to  pick  scabs  fullowing  the  removal  of  spurs  may  result 
in  ulceratiuii  and  subsequent  perforation. 


I^  342 — Simpson's  (Bcrtiry'si  sponge  tampon, 


Perforations  involving  the  bony  portions  of  the  septum  are 
usually  the  n-siilt  of  syphilitic  nccmsis,  and  in  rare  instances  of 
tuberculosis,  lupus,  phosphorus  or  mercurial  poisoning. 

The  chief  symptom  of  a  cariil.ij;in..iis  perforation  is  the  block- 
ing up  of  one  or  both  nasal  passages  with  scabs  or  crusts  which 
accumulate  upon  its  margins.  These  crusts  by  their  size  not  only 
obstruct  nasal  respiration,  but  produce  a  tickling  or  itching  sensa> 
tion  which  impels  the  patient  to  attempt  their  removal.  After  a 
time  these  removals  are  followed  by  small  hemorrhages  and  still 
further  destruction  of  cartilage.  An  annoying  symptom  some- 
time*; observed  in  small  perforations,  especially  with  deflections,  is 
respiratory  whistling.  The  simpler  forms  of  pcrforaiions  are  not 
accompanied  by  external  defurmity.     In  the  more  severe  forms 
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(usually  syphilitic)  wherein  the  cartilaginous  septum  and  portions 
of  tlic  bony  scpium  have  succunilii-d  lu  in-crosis.  serious  external 
deformity  results.  These  deformiiies  assume  different  types,  -some- 
times resulting  in  what  [•<  known  as  a  saddlet»ack  nose  (.i'ig.  416), 
and  occasionally  the  entire  soft  portions  of  the  nose,  no  longer  sup- 
ported by  cartilages,  fall  and  produce  ugly  deformities. 

Duriiijj  tlic  progress  of  the  necrotic  process,  a  copious  dis- 
charge of  purulent,  fetid  matter  takes  place.  The  diagnosis  never 
is  difficult,  inasmuch  as  rhinoscopic  exanjination  readily  reveals  the 
perfciratinn.  'I"hc  edges  of  the  perforation  arc  sometimes  granulnr 
and  bleeding,  hut  in  old  perforations  the  edges  arc  eniirely  healed 
and  covered  with  whitish,  new-formed  connective  tissue. 

Prognosis. — A  septal  perforation,  except  one  exceedingly  small, 
and  unattended  with  ulceration,  rarely  fills  in.  Occasionally,  in 
traumatic  ca^cs  with  smalt  pcrforatii>ns,  a  suture  properly  applied 
mav  result  in  clusurc. 


FiR.  343. — Kiiit;ht*8  anxiilar  scissors. 


Treatment.— In  cartilaginous  perforations  with  healed  edges 
no  treatment  should  be  alicnipicd  except  for  removal  of  the  crusts 
by  means  of  bland  sprays.  In  mure  recent  perforations,  accom- 
panied Sy  granular  or  ulcerated  edges,  attempts  should  be  made  to 
induce  healing  and  thus  prevent  furilicr  destruction  of  cartilage. 

Goldstein  has  devised  a  plastic  flap  operation  in  which,  after 
having  trimmed  or  pared  the  free  edge  of  the  mucous  membrane 
from  ihc  border  of  the  perforation,  he  elevates  the  mucoperichon- 
drium  from  its  attachment  about  the  free  border  of  the  perforation 
upon  both  sides,  fur  a  distance  of  about  one-half  inch.  He  then 
resects  llie  rim  of  cartilage  thus  exposed,  using  the  Ballenger  siiigle- 
tincd  swivel  knife. 

A  flap  of  mucous  membrane,  the  dimensions  of  which  are 
larger  than  the  original  perforation,  is  then  lifted  from  a  convenient, 
contiguous  portion  of  the  septum,  and  is  swung  and  litti-d  into  ihe 
space  from  which  the  ring  of  cartilage  was  resected.  A  few  inter- 
rupted sutures  are  introduced  in  order  to  bold  it  in  place.  It  is 
obvious  that  one  side  of  this  flap  must  heal  by  granulation  from 
the  borders  of  the  surrounding  membrane. 

Chevalier  Jackson  has  suggested  a  plastic  procedure  for  closing 
septal  perforations  by  transplanting  sufficient  tissue  from  the 
inferior  turbinal. 
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PaLicnts  with  iwrforations  should  always  be  cautioned  against  re- 
moval o(  scabs  Ijy  means  of  picking.  The  scabs  should  first  be  suiiencd 
and  loosened  by  bland  sprays  and  then  1>e  blown  out.  The  denuded 
surfaces  should  be  painted  wiOi  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver  20  grains 
to  ibe  ounce.  Ajjplications  of  a  25  per  cent,  solution  of  iciuhyol,  and 
a  2  \wr  cent.  lo  .^  per  cent,  ointmeni  of  menthol  in  uhite  vaselin  has  a 
healing  effect. 

VVhcncvcr  granulation  tissue  is  found  it  sHotitd  be  scraped  away 
and  the  basal  surface  touched  cither  with  fused  chromic  acid  or  nitrate 
of  silver,  or  a  solution  of  "SO  per  cent,  lactic  acid.  Perforations  at- 
tended with  necrosis  of  the  bony  st^iiuim  require  a  prcliminar)'  removal 

of  all  necrotic  bone  by  means  of 
the  curel.  in  connection  with  siicli 
internal  irt-atniem  as  ibe  nature  of 
the  associated  constitutional  dis- 
ease requires. 
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ULCERATIONS  OF  THE 
SEPTUM. 

Tlie  septum  may  be  the  scat 
of  superficial  or  dcqi  ulceration, 
the  latter  usually  rcbultinij  in  per- 
foration. When  due  to  syphilis  or 
tuberculosis  it  may  eventuate  in 
extensive  necrosis  of  the  adjacent 
intranasal  structures.  Superficial 
ulcers  arc  prone  to  develop  u|>on 
the  convex  surface  of  a  deflected 
septum,  primarily  in  consc<|uencc 
of  the  irriiation  of  the  air  current 
and  by  the  particles  of  dust  which 
it  contains.  'Hic  ulcers  arc  aggra- 
vated by  the  constant  attempts  of 
the  paiicnt  to  remove  the  crusts 
by  picking  the  nose. 
Treatment. — The  patient  should  be  cautioned  ayainst  picking  the 
nose  and  advised  to  use  some  blarul  alkaline  or  anti>epiic  wash  for  the 
purpose  ui  suflcning  and  removing  the  cni^^ts,  after  wliicb  2h  per  cent, 
ichtbyol  or  the  3  i»er  cent,  to  5  per  cent,  menthol  ointmeni  should  be 
applied  to  ihc  denuded  surface.  They  may.  after  thorough  cleansing 
and  drying,  be  covered  with  aristol  or  iodoform  with  good  results. 
Kxulierant  Rranulations  about  the  edges  should  he  destroyed  with 
chromic  arid  or  acid  nitrate  of  merairy.  Deep  ulcerations  arc  prone 
to  result  in  perforations, 

HEMATOMA  OP  THE  SEPTUM. 

A  hematoma  of  the  se[Hiun  is  an  extravasation  of  blood,  between 
the  mucous  membrane  and  the  cartilage,  as  a  result  of  an  injury  to 
the  nou'.  1  f  «;mall.  they  disap()ear  by  absorption ;  if  large,  they  undergo 
organization  and  produce  septal  tliickening.    If  they  become  infected. 


Fig.  344. — .\  pcrfufiition  of  ttic  car- 
tilaginoiii  sci'luiTt. 
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abscess  results.  Heinatomata  of  the  septum,  unless  of  small  size,  pro- 
duce marked  obstniclion  to  nasal  respiration.  A  large,  oval,  fluctuat- 
ing tumor,  immediately  following  an  injury,  is  sufficient  lo  cstablisli  a 
diagnosis.  It  is  ditTcrentiatcd  from  abscess  by  its  brief  duration.  The 
prognosis,  except  when  iiifeciion  lakes  place,  is  good. 

Treatment. — Wlien  of  considerable  size  tlic  clot  should  be  re- 
moved by  free  incision.  The  cavity  should  be  irrigated  with  an  anti- 
septic solution,  and  its  surfaces  held  together  by  pressure  for  a  period 
of  three  or  four  days.  The  dressing  should  be  changed  as  often  as  is 
necessary  to  keep  the  entire  surface  clean. 

ABSCESS  OF  THE  SEPTUM. 

Abscess  of  the  septum  is  an  accunmlatton  of  ptis  in  the  septum. 
with  or  without  destruction  of  portions  of  the  cartilige.  It  is  usually 
the  result  of  traumatism,  with  sufficient  abrasion  to  allow  the  entrance 
of  pathogenic  micro-organisms.  If  allowed  to  remain  witliout  incision, 
llic  dct-jier  siruclures  become  necrosed  ajid  jierforalioii  may  result.  The 
symptoms  arc  a  sensation  of  fullness,  interference  with  respiration, 
pain,  heat,  and  sometimes  rise  of  body  temiKraturc  and  chills.  Upon 
exainitiatiiMi  a  fluctuating  tumor  is  observed  in  one  or  botli  nostrils.  A 
foul,  inawliish  odor  is  noticeable.  The  surface  of  the  abscess  may  be 
briglit  red  or  slightly  yellow. 

Prognosis. — Karly  incision  and  evacuation  usually  effects  a  cure, 
with  but  little  dc-itruction  of  tissue  and  no  exicmal  deformity.  De- 
layed cases  wherein  the  canilage  has  sucaimbed  to  the  purulent 
process  may  be  followed  by  a  perforation  of  the  scjiium  and  even  suffi- 
cient loss  of  cartilage  to  cause  external  deformity. 

Treatment. — Incision  and  evacuation  is  the  only  treatment.  The 
incision  should  he  followed  by  thorougii  cleansing  of  the  cavity  and 
the  curetinent  of  all  necrosed  areas  and  the  introduction  of  a  small 
strip  of  gauze  for  drainage.  Very  commonly  the  pii«  quickly  rcaccu- 
mulates.  in  which  event  a  second  incision  becomes  necessan.'. 

The  after-treatment  consists  in  maiiUaining  the  apiwsition  of  the 
abscess  surfaces  by  packing  the  nasal  chambers  with  iodoform  or  plain 
Sterile  gauze;  the  gauze  is  removed  daily. 

ADHESIONS  (synechia:)  OF  THE  SEPTUM. 

.\dhesiors  or  syncchix  .-ire  due  lo  traumatic  or  inflammatory 
causes  whereby  tlie  septum  and  outer  nasal  wall  are  injured  simul- 
taneously. They  may  result  from  syphilis,  tuberculosis,  diptuheria. 
foreign  "bodies,  external  violence  or  intranasal  operations.  They  arc 
prone  lo  follow  the  removal  of  septal  spurs,  in  patients  who  neglect  the 
after-treatment.  \'arioiis  synechia;  are  depicted  in  Fig.  362,  and  the 
treatment  is  outlined  on  page  565. 
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CHA1*TER  XXXVI. 
THE  TURBIXATE  BONES. 


SURGICAL  AND  PATHOLOGICAL  ANATOMY. 

The  turbinate  bones  are  tliree  processes  projecting  into  the 
lumen  of  the  nasal  cavity  from  the  lateral  nasal  wall,  to  which  they 
are  attached  (Fig.  345),  and  whicli  comprises  tlie  nasal  process  and 
internal  surface  of  the  superior  maxilla,  the  lachrymal,  palate  and 
sphenoid  bones.  The  turbinate  bones  are  ranged  one  above  the 
other  in  a  nearly  longitudinal  direction. 

The  inferior  turbinal  (Fig.  345)  only  is  a  distinct  bone,  and  is 
the  largest  and  thickest  of  the  three.  Its  conformation  is  scroll-like 
and  under  normal  conditions  its  surface  is  free  from  contact  with 
the  nasal  septum,  the  tloor  of  tlic  inferior  meatus,  or  the  lateral 
nasal  wall,  excejit  at  the  line  of  attachment  thereto.  It  extends 
from  the  inner  margin  of  the  vestibule  to  tlie  posterior  nares. 

The  middle  lurbinal  (I*ig.  345)  is  shorter  tlian  the  inferior 
by  about  one-tfliird.  Its  location  is  above  and  parallel  to  the  pos- 
terior two-thirds  of  the  latter.  It  arises  from  the  lateral  mass  of 
the  ethmoid  bone,  and  siiouUl  be  considered  as  part  of  the  ethmoid 
system. 

The  superior  lurbinal  is  the  smallest  of  these  processes,  and 
also  arises  from  the  lateral  mass  of  the  ethmoid  bone.  It  occupies 
a  portion  of  the  posterior  and  superior  third  of  the  nasal  cavity. 
Its  anterior  portion  is  higher  and  occupies  a  position  about  opposite 
the  tendo-oculi. 

In  rare  instances  a  rudimentary  fourth  turliinal  is  found  higher 
up.  lying  parallel  with  tlic  superii>r. 

Tiiesc  scroll-like  processes  arc  subject  to  considerable  variation 
in  size  and  shape,  and,  with  their  covering  of  mucous  membrane, 
blood-vessels,  nerves  and  olher  soft  tissues,  are  known  as  the 
turbinals. 

Thov  are  emj)loyed  as  landmarks  for  the  purpose  of  subdividing 
the  nasal  cavities  anatomically  into  three  portions,  which  are  termed 
the  inferior,  middle  and  superior  meatuses. 

The  inferior  meatus  U''JC-  345)  is  that  portion  of  the  nasal 
cavity  below  the  inferior  turbinal  and  contains  the  nasolachrymal 
duct,  at  a  point  alumt  one  inch  behind  the  anterior  nasal  orifice. 

The  middle  meatus  (Fig.  345)  is  the  portion  of  the  nasal  cavity 
lying  between  the  mid<lle  and  inferior  turbinals,  into  which  open 
llie  o<tiuni  niaxillare,  the  anterior  ethmoidal  cells  and  the  infun- 
ditiulinn.  This  meatus  is  open  above,  behind  and  beneath,  and 
therefore  allows  free  access  to  tlie  inhaled  air. 

The  superior  meatus  (Fig.  345)  is  the  pathway  which  extends 
between   tlie  superior  and  middle  turbinals,  into  which  open  the 
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sphenoidal  sinus  and  the  posterior  eihmoidal  cells.  It  is  closed  in 
front  and  opens  only  downward  and  backward. 

The  arterial  supply  of  the  lateral  nasal  walls,  including  the 
turl>inaU,  i*  derived  from  the  anterior  nnd  posterior  ethmoidal 
liranchc-s  o(  the  ophtlialniic,  and  tl>c  sphenopalatine  branch  of  the 
internal  maxillary. 

The  sensory  nerve  supply  of  the  turhinals  and  the  lateral  nasal 
wall  i.f  furnished  by  the  anterior  cihnn.idaU,  ihe  dental  branch  ol 
the  superior  niaxillary  and  branches  of  the  Vidian  nerve. 

The  nerves  of  special  sense  arc  composed  of  a  set  of  branches  of 
the  olfactory  nerve,  which  spread  on  the  superior  and  the  upjier 


Fig.  345.^Vtn ii'al  c<iri>ii?il   stcii'in   •_•{  ihc   skull,   \v\\h  key  platt. 

portion  of  the  middle  tnrbinals  and  branches  of  the  sphcnapalaiine 
ganglion,  which  terminate  in  (be  nnico.<m  of  the  inferior  and  middle 
turbinals  and  the  inferior  surface  of  the  superior  turbinal. 


PHYSIOLOGICAL  FUNCTION. 

The  most  important  portion  of  the  mucosa  lininjj  the  respira- 
tory region  of  the  nose  is  the  part  covering  the  inferior  turbinal 
and  about  the  lower  two-thirds  of  the  middle  turl)inal.  This  some- 
times is  described  as  the  respiratory  portion  of  the  nasal  fossa. 
In  this  locality  the  membrane  is  dense,  with  increased  vascularity, 
while  in  the  upper  or  olfactory  region  the  membrane  is  thin, 
delicate  and  haa  less  tendency  to  hypertropbic  changes.  This 
variation  in  the  character  of  the  mucosa  is  explained  by  the  large 
proportion  of  veins  located  in  the  submucous  layers  over  the  middle 
and  inferior  turbinals,  and  also  by  the  fact  thai  the  membrane  in 
this  locality  is  characterized  bv  the  presence  of  cavernous  spaces 
and  erectile  tissue.  The  erectile  tissue  is  located  chiefly  along  the 
inferior  surface  and  posterior  end  of  the  inferior  turbinal.     The 
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■cavernous  spac-cs  and  tht  erectile  tissue  jiermil  an  enormous  disieit- 
tion  with  Mood,  llcncc  any  patluilogica!  channcs  of  ihc  mucosa  in 
thin  re^'ion  seriously  atTcci  the  respiratory  funclion  of  the  nose  and 
give  ribe  lu  local  a>  well  as  general  disliirbaticea.  The  peculiar 
vascular  supply  nf  the  turhinals  produces  the  pheiionicnon  of  erec- 
tion and  collapse  whenever  these  tissues  pass  through  a  period  of 
congestion  or  anemia  of  the  venous  sinuses.  The  same  arrangement 
of  the  vascular  supply  of  the  lurhinaU  is  also  the  l>a:*is  of  ihcir 
enormous  heat-radiatiiig  power  and  tlieir  proportionate  ability  to 
pour  out  an  ahiindaiicc  of  watery  vapor.  In  thi^  manner  the 
inspired  air  is  furnished  hoih  with  proper  heat  and  moisture  hefarc 
entering  the  lower  respiratory  tract.     In  cases  wherein,  as  a  result 
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of  pathological  changes,  these  functions  are  restricted  or  destroyed. 
the  mucosa  of  the  lower  respiratory  tract,  which  docs  not  possess 
these  fuuclions  lo  any  dc^te,  Iieconies  more  or  less  irritated  and 
the  tendency  lo  hnmchial  mflanimaiion  Is  increased.  The  average 
quantity  of  watery  vapor  thrown  ofT  each  twenty-four  liuurs  has 
been  estimated  by  drayson  at  ahout  500  grams. 

The  mucous  membrane  covering  the  nasal  fn^KT  Is  snmetlnien 
termed  the  Schncidcrian  or  pituitary  membrane.  The  nasal 
cavities  and  the  accessory  sinuses  arc  lined  by  mucous  membrane 
which  is  continuous  with  that  nf  the  pharynx,  and  even  that  of  the 
nas4>l.iihryinal  ducts  and  the  lachrymal  sacs.  This  fact  partially 
cxplitins  the  case  with  wliich  a  purulent  process  may  extend 
throughouL  this  vnlirc  region,  and  often  with  di*a>traus  results. 

The    nasal    mucous    membrane    has    three    layers,    an    upper 

.epithelial  layer  in  which  the  variety  of  epithelium  differs  according 

to  the  region,  c.;/.;    In  the  olfactory  or  upper  region  a  non-ciliated 

>i:oluninar  variety  J?   fuund.  which  contains  the  olfactory  celts  or 

nerve    endings,   and    the   mucous    membrane    is    thinner.     In    the 

respiratory  or  lowest  region  ihe  epithelium  is  of  the  ciliated  or 
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culutnnar  variety,  nfticalh  the  epithelial  layer  is  a  second  layer  or 
basement  memhrane,  and  a  third  layer  made  up  of  connective  tissue 
varying  in  thickness,  which  is  composed  of  white  clastic  and  fihmus 
dementi-,  containing  the  vascular,  glandular,  nerve  and  I\mphalic 
structures. 

The  lining  of  the  nasal  vestibule  is  cutaneous  in  characwr  and 
its  epithelium  is  of  the  s<]uamijus  or  flat  pavement  variety*  The 
color  uf  the  muctius  membrane  id  bright  red  or  pink. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  SUPERIOR  AND  MIDDLE  TURBINALS. 

These  are  cunveiiicnlly  considered  tugclher  uii  account  o[  the 
peculiar  structure  of  the  region  and  liecause  of  the  intimate  relation 
of  Ix^th  turhinals  with  the  cthmrjjdat  cc-lls.  The  chief  clinical  im- 
portance atlaclies  to  the  middle  turhinalj  its  anatomical  relations 
and  ccU-likc  construction  rendering  it  peculiarly  liable  to  involvc- 


Fig.  346.^^yStic  mtddk  turbtnal  witii  a  Uirge  cikiiiatnus  polypus. 

mont  in  both  general  nasal  and  ethmoidal  purulent  iiroccsses.  The 
space  occupied  by  these  turbinals  is  extremely  limited;  hence  any 
pathological  increase  in  size  bring.*!  their  outer  surfaces  into  contact 
with  the  septum  or  the  lateral  nasal  wall,  separately  or  ttiRCthcr,  and 
produces  na.sal  obstrucilon  and  pressure  symptoms. 

The  principal  lesions  in  these  bones,  herein  considered,  are 
cliaracterizt-d  by  one  common  objective  symptom,  viz.,  enUirt/cmcnt. 
The  lesions  usually  consist  of  cysts  and  bone  abscesses,  but  occa- 
sionally cases  of  ostcophytic  osteitis  ;iiid  rarefying  osteitis  and 
neoplasms,  cither  benign  or  malignant,  arc  found. 

The  anterior  portion  of  the  middle  turbinal  often  consists  of 
one  or  more  large  cells  (Pig.  346).  Opinions  vary  as  to  whether 
these  cells  are  the  result  of  pathological  processes,  anomalously 
located  ethmoid  cells  or  ]irimary  cysts  (mucoceles).  Turner, 
Ilarmer  and  others  incline  to  the  view  that  any  one  of  these 
three  causes  may  accoimi  for  the  condition.  Often  they  increase 
I  during  adult  life,  without  patlioloyical  changes,  but  more  commrmly 
the  inerea.se  i.<  due  to  the  extension  of  purulent  processes  from  the 
ethmoidal  cells,  in  which  event  they  may  assume  the  type  of  the 
pyocele  or  mucocele. 

The  remaining  pathological  changes  in  the  bone  i^ub-itance  of 
the  middle  turbinals  are  perifistiiis  and  osteitis.  Enlargement  of 
the  middle  turbinal  from  osteitis  is  usually  contincd  to  its  anterior 
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etrd.  The  pathological  chanjjc  i?  gradual  and  is  supposed  tu  be  the 
result  of  tlie  irritaling  effecis  of  dusi  and  various  other  impurities 
which  reach  tUe^c  tissues  thnm^h  llie  inspired  air. 

Recurrent  attacks  ".>f  sinipli-  acute  rliiniti*,  under  certain  con- 
ditions, are  also  believed  to  produce  the  same  result.  Of  the 
pathi>Ingical  changes  in  ihc  mucosa,  simple  edema  and  polypoid 
degeneration  arc  the  chief. 

Iti  a  considerahic  proportion  of  casc5  l>och  the  turbinal  bone  and 
its  mucosa  arc  the  scat  of  pathological  changes  which  require 
differentiation  in  the  matter  of  diagnosis.  When  the  bone  alone  is 
enlarged  the  mucosa  is  usually  thin  and  appears  as  a  firm  covering 
with  a  smooth,  regular  surface  which  is  hard  and  resistant.  Certain 
other  features  are  characteristic.  When  the  mucosa  participates 
in  the  diseased  process,  there  is  a  purplish  discoloration  in  hyper- 
plastic inflammations  of  the  mucosa,  an  edematous  or  translucent 
appearance  in  mucoid  hypertrophy  (Ftg.  428),  and  a  rnugh,  uneven 
surface  covered  with  gelatinous-like  masses  in  polypoid  degenera- 
tion (Fig.  346).  A  variety  of  symptoms  arise  as  the  result  of  the 
last-named  lesions  of  the  middle  or  superior  turbinals,  some  tif  which 
are  necessarilv  reflex  tn  character. 

The  chief  of  these  are:  I.  symptoms  referable  to  direct  pres- 
sure  upon  the  nerves;  2,  sym|)tjonis  referable  to  f»bstruclJon  of  the 
drainage  from  the  sujiericr  meatus,  with  or  without  occlusit>n  of  the 
orifices  of  ihe  accessory  sinuses  (unilateral,  sumeiinies  bilateral), 
neuralgic  headache,  ocular  symptoms;  3,  hay  fever  (see  Chapter 
XXXII);  4,  bronchial  spasm  (asthma)  (see  Chapter  XXXII);  S, 
impairment  of  the  sense  of  smell  (anosmia). 

Treatment. — Any  disease  or  abnormality  of  the  middle  turbinal 
should  ariiusc  a  suspicion  of  accessory-sinus  involvement.  The 
pathological  changes  in  (he  turbinals,  above  described,  rarely  occur 
primarily,  but  are  of  common  occurrence  in  connection  with 
ethmoidal,  maxillary  and  frontal  sinus  infections. 

Cysts  of  the  middle  turbinal  associated  with  eihmoldal-sinus 
disease  should  be  surgically  rcm<»ved  in  a  ntanncr  that  will  ftcrmit 
the  surgeon  to  ins|>cct  the  deeper  structures  with  a  view  to  the 
eradication  of  the  underlying  disease. 

Treatment  of  the  Enlarged  Middle  Tiu^binal  Bone. — Unsed 
upon  the  pathological  changes  it  i>  obvious  tlial  local  treatment  and 
internal  medication  arc  effective  only  in  cases  of  acute  inflammation 
of  the  mucosa.  Here  the  treatment  is  the  same  as  that  which  has 
already  been  descrilied  as  adaptable  for  simple  acute  rhinitis  (sec 
Chapter  XXXII  I). 

Surgical  Treatment. — Knlargcd  middle  turbinal-V  whether 
cystic  or  the  result  of  periostitis  or  osteitis,  should  be  subjected  to 
operative  measures:  (a)  When  pressure  symptoms  are  produced 
by  the  enlargement,  ib)  When  the  middle  turbinal  is  the  seat  of 
extensive  polypoid  degeneration,  ^i■^  When  the  purulent  process 
has  invaded  the  cavity-  or  cavities  within  the  bone,  (rf)  In  cases 
where  its  removal  is  required  as  a  preliminary  step  to  the  excava- 
tion of  the  ethmoidal  cells,  or  for  exploring  of  the  fpontal  sinus, 
sphenoidal  sinus^  or  maxillary  antrum. 
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Preparation  of  the  Faiicnl. — The  nasal  cavities  should  be  thor- 
oughly cleansed  of  all  secretions  as  a  jtrcliminary  measure.  Before 
proceeding  lo  cleanse  the  cavities  the  lonj;  hairs  in  ihc  nasal 
vestibule  should  be  clipped  away,  both  for  purposes  of  cleanliness 
and  to  facilitate  the  iuspectiun  of  the  operative  field.     The  nasal 


Fi(E,  M7. — AtigiilHr  llal  apnltraiijr.  Tlk-  HaUcticd  om  at>Mirbi-iil  cotton, 
eoakcd  with  the  anesthetic,  has  been  laid  u|x>it  it  fur  the  pur^sc  of 
introducing  it  into  the  narcs. 

cavities  should  then  be  thoroughly  sprayed  with  normal  physio- 
logical salt  snluttnn,  and  the  external  surface  of  the  nose  and  lip 
should  Ijc  llioroughly  scrubhed  with  1:5000  bichlorid  of  mercury 
solution. 

The  Anesthetic. — The  operation  is  preferably  performed  under 
local  anesthesia,  on  account  of  the  free  hemorrhage  which  invariably 


Fijj.  .W, — Gruiiuald'a 
punch  forceps. 


attend^  the  use  of  a  general  anesthetic  and  the  consc(|ucnl  difficulty 
of  obtaining  at  all  limes  a  good  view  of  the  operative  field.  VVhcn 
local  anesthesia  is  em|)loyed  the  operation  may  be  performed  with 
the  patient  in  the  upright  position,  there  is  but  slight  hemorrhage, 
and  the  operative  field  is  under  constant  observation,  which  insures 
both  accuracy  and  rapidity. 

The  indiictifin  of  local  anesthesia  is  accomplished  as  follows: 
(a)  Spray  the  nasal  mucosa  with  a  solution  of  cocaine  or  alypin  2 
per  cent,  in  adrenalin  sglutjon  i :  5000.  avoiding  if  possible  the 
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entrance  of  the  aneslhclic  into  the  pharynx.  (&)  After  ten  minutes 
apply  fiaiiencd  pledgets  of  absorbent  cotton  soaked  in  a  4  to  10  per 
cent,  solution  ut  cocaine  in  adrenalin  1 :  5000  to  the  middle  lurbinal 
bone.  The  plcdj^cis  are  prepared  and  introduced  as  follows:  A 
small  ilallened-ttui  portion  of  absorbent  cotton  is  placed  iipvwi  the 
surgeon's  (orclinjier  and  moistened  with  the  anesthetic  solution  by 
means  of  an  ordinary  jjlass  drnpiHT.  The  p1e<li;et  is  then  placed 
upon  the  angular  flat  applicator  ( l"jg.  347),  by  means  of  which  it  is 
carried  into  the  nasal  cavity.  The  first  pledget  should  be  spread 
upcn  the  aci)tal  surface  of  the  middle  turbinal ;  the  second  between 
the  middle  lurbinal  and  the  lateral  nasal  wall,  and  the  third  Is  made 
til  rover  any  remaining;  portions  of  the  bone.  The  pledgets  should 
remain  in  sihi  for  at  least  a  period  of  twenty  minutes  in  order  to 
insure  complete  anesthesia  of  the  parts. 


C^ 


A^/'Jil,'.'Hf!" 


Fig.  349.— The  primary  incision  for  the  midrlle  turbinotomy. 

7/i(*  Oferalion. — Turbinotomy  and  turbineciomy  arc  the  terms 
which  designate  llic  operation  by  which  a  part  or  the  whole  of  a 
lurbinal  bone  is  removed.  The  procedure,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the 
middle  uirbinal.  as  a  nde  is  that  nf  lurbinotomy.  whereby  the 
nnterinr  bulbnns  extremity  nf  the  bone  is  resected,  alihnugli,  when 
extensive  disease  of  the  anterior  and  posterior  ethmoidal  cells  id 
present,  it  becomes  necessary  lo  remove  the  entire  turbinal  (turbi- 
neciomy). The  operation  should  invariably  be  of  sufficient  extent 
t-i  prevent  future  intranasal  pressure,  and  to  remove  adjacent  p«lypl 
and  to  enal»Ic  the  operator  to  approach  the  diseased  ethmoidal  cells 
or  the  sphenoidal  cavity. 

The  steps  of  (he  operation  for  the  removal  of  the  anterior 
bulbous  extremity  of  the  middle  turbinal  are  as  follows; — 

(«i)  Introduce  a  Grftnwald  punch  forceps  (Fig.  3-*8l  and  clip 
about  one-third  of  the  anterior  portion  of  the  attachment  of  the  bone 
(Fig.  349).  The  Holmes  scissors  (Fig.  350)  are  also  adaptable  for 
this  purpose. 
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(6)  The  wire  loop  attached  to  a  Krause  snare  (Fig,  351)  is 
then  introduced,  allowing  the  distal  portion  of  the  loop  to  enter  the 
primary  incision  and  the  hect  to  be  pressed  as  far  posteriorly  as 
possible  along  the  under  surface  of  tlic  bone  (Fig.  3^2).  In  some 
instances  belter  results  arc  obtained  by  introducing  the  loop  with 
its  distal  end  upon  the  under  surface  and  tlie  tip  uf  the  cannula  well 
pressed  into  the  primary  incision. 


Fit(.  350.— The  Holmes  middle 
turbinal  sciuors. 


The  operation  mav  also  be  effectively  performed  by  making 
the  primary  incision  with  angular  clipping  forceps,  commencing  at 
about  the  junction  of  the  anterior  and  middle  thirds  of  the  bone 
and  extending  it  in  a  perpendicular  direction,  after  which  the  snare 
loop  is  introduced  deeply  into  the  incision  and  the  bone  cut  away. 

(c)  Upon  the  removal  of  the  segment  of  hone  after  the  manner 
above  described  (Fig.  353),  all  remaining  polypoid  masses,  shreds  of 


Fig.  J51. — The  Krause  nasal  snan*. 

tissue  and  particles  of  diseased  bone  stiould  be  completely  removed. 
For  this  purpose  Bnining's  forceps  ( I'lg.  -tO! )  is  a  most  effective 
iniiirument,  and  its  .safety  commends  its  use.  L'.y  grasping  the 
remaining  ahrcds,  polypi  or  ^segments  of  cliicased  bone,  the  instru- 
ment butli  breaks  anil  i)ulls  away  the  masses  without  danger  of 
penetrating  and  thus  injuring  the  deeper  tissues. 

The  Ri'moj-al  nf  ilic  Entire  Middtr  Turhlnal. — When  it  Is  neces- 
sary to  remove  the  entire  middle  lurbinal  the  same  preliminary 
prp??dure  (o)  should  be  emploved-    The  incision  having  been  mad? 
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«  large  snare  loop  is  made  to  engage  the  entire  bone  and  in  thi& 
manner  it  is  rcmavcd  en  masse. 

The  primary  incision  i^  an  important  step  in  either  operation, 
as  ii  prevents  the  slippinj,'  of  ihc  wire  I(X)p.  In  many  cases  this 
bone  may  he  removed  with  the  clipping  forceps  alone,  by  cMendinj; 
ihc  original  incision  entirely  ihrnugli  until  the  ('.e^ircd  portion  has 
been  completely  separated  from  it*  attachment.  The  operation  is 
usually  free  from  pain,  but  as  a  rule  tbc  patients  i^ulTcr  slightly  from 
•^nrgical  sbock,  and  occasionally  from  the  physiological  effects  oE 
the  anc&thetie. 


Rg.  3S2. — The  snare  Jit  posiiioii  for  severing  the  anterior  tM>rtion 
of  the  middle  turluiuL 

The  surgical  procedures  reqnired  in  extending  the  operation 
to  the  ethmoidal  cells  arc  fully  described  in  Chapter  XXXIX. 

'Fvvo  nu'lhods  of  operating  on  the  middle  turbinal,  which  arc 
dcscribeil  in  the  earlier  icxt-IxKtks,  namely,  the  use  of  the  galvano- 
cautery  and  the  electric  trephine,  are  now  obsolcle,  the  former  on 
account  of  iis  ineffectiveness,  and  the  latter  on  accmtnt  of  the 
dangers  attending  its  emplnymcnt  in  this  location.  The  hemof 
rhage  attending  this  operation  rarely  is  excessive,  and  u<iually  \9 
rontrolled  by  pressure.  Profuse  hemorrhage  during  the  operative 
procedure  may  be  controlled  by  introducing  a  pledget  of  gauze 
saturated  with  a  1 :  5000  solution  of  adrenalin,  to  be  left  for  a  period 
of  alxtut  live  minutes. 

Upon  roraplelion  of  the  operation  the  entire  nasal  cavity  should 
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be  washed  out  with  a  normal  salt  or  alkaline  antiseptic  solution. 
The  denuded  bone  surface  should  then  be  covered  (not  packed) 
with  a  strip  of  sterile  gauze  saturated  with  a  12  per  cent,  solution 
of  acetotartratc  of  aluminum,  for  the  purpose  of  protection.  This 
solution  is  both  astringent  and  antiseptic;  hence  the  Rauze  may 
safely  be  left  t«  situ  for  from  twenty-four  to  forty-eight  hours. 
Furthermore,  by  its  employment  the  dangers  of  postoperative 
hemorrhage  are  materially  lessened. 

Upon  removini^  the  gauze  the  nasal  cavity  should  again  be 
cleansed  in  order  to  remove  all  retained  secrciicins  and  binod-clots, 
and  thereafter  all  dreKsings  should  be  discarded.     But  daily  cleans- 


Fig.  353.— TIic  partial  middle  turbinal  operation,  witli  Iccy  plate. 


ing  should  he  continued  until  healing  is  complete.  Shftuld  there 
he  a  tendency  to  the  formation  of  crusts,  ap(>Iications  of  weak 
benzoatcd  or  mentholated  vasclin  may  be  made  over  the  entire 
surface. 

The  Rcsnits. — The  operation  is  followed  by  marked  relief  from 
hypersccretiim  and  intranasal  pressure,  and  nasal  respiration  is 
Improved.  When  the  turbinal  enlargement  is  associated  with 
ethmoiditis  and  the  latter  is  stmultancously  subjected  lo  operative 
measures,  the  improvement  both  in  local  symptoms  and  in  the  gen- 
eral health  is  marked.  Inasmuch  as  the  overdistcnded  ethmoidal 
cells,  together  with  the  enlarged  turbinal,  sometimes  produce  a 
widening  of  the  nose  and  hence  external  deformity,  the  correction 
of  the  disease  results  in  marked  improvement  in  the  facial  expres- 
sion of  the  individual. 

For  a  consideration  of  nasal  polypi  the  reader  is  referred  ti> 
Chapter  XLII,  on  New  Growths. 
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DISEASES  AND  DEFORMITIES  OF  THB 
INFERIOR  TURBINALS. 

The  pathological  changes  which  develop  in  the  tissues  of  the 
inferior  turbinate  are  chiefly  those  which  pertain  to  the  mucosa 
underlying  the  soft  tissues  and  will  he  considered  under  the 
headinf^s:  1.  acute  intlanimatton  (lumefaction,  tur^escence) :  2, 
true  hyperplasia;  i.  atrophy.  They  arc  also  Mihject  to:  4,  tnalfor* 
mations  and  deformities;  5,  dilatations,  and,  6.  synechia;. 


Key  plate  f>ir  Fit;.  3.S,). 


1.  Acute  Inflammation. 

The  palhologicnl  chan)^cs  which  acrunip.iny  acute  innamnialinit 
of  the  inferior  turbinals  consist  of  tunicfaclion  or  turKciCcnce  of 
the  muco<ta,  which  usually  is  intermittent  and  the  result  of  enKorge- 
mcni  of  the  venous  sinuses  in  this  mucosa.  This  condition  usually 
is  associated  with  a  similar  inflammatory  process  (acute  rhinitis) 
which  extends  throughout  the  nasal  mucosa,  and  whenever  it  per- 
sists the  first  step  of  ciironic  rhinitis  has  heen  reached. 

The  inferior  turbinal  and  its  coverings  are  subject  to  all  of 
the  acute  infections  which  invade  the  mucous  membrane  nf  the 
nasal  cavities  in  )*eneral.  These  are  fully  described  under  their 
respective  headings  in  Chapters  XXIX,  XXX.  XXXI,  and  XXXII. 

Tlie  swollen  tissue  is  soft. and  dimples  when  pressed  upon  with 
a  probe,  but  the  blood-vessels  tiuickly  refill  upon  the  cessation  of 
pressure.  Extensive  tumefaction  of  the  turbinal  causes  the  latter 
to  impinge  upon  tlie  septum  or  upon  the  floor  of  the  nostril  and  to 
obstruct  or  eompletelv  block  the  inferior  meatus.  These  chanRes 
usually  are  bilateral.  Upon  the  application  of  cocaine  or  adrenalin 
ihc  tunicfactiun  uf  the  mucous  memliranc  completely  subsides. 
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2.  True  Hyperplasia. 

True  liypcrpla-sia  of  the  inferior  turliinal  may  occur  in  any 
pijrtioii  of  its  mucosa,  but  is  more  cominun  at  the  posterior  extrem- 
ity, where  it  often  reaches  enormous  size  (I'iff.  354).  l£xtending 
backward  Into  the  postnasal  space,  these  masses  somciimcs  rest 
upon  the  upper  surface  of  the  jialatc,  where  ihev  interfere  with 
tiasal  respiration  and  with  the  ventilation  of  the  middle  ear. 

Hyperplasia  of  the  Inferior  lurbinal  varies  from  a  general 
Ihickeninfj  of  tlic  mucosa  to  the  enormous  cauHftower-like  eleva- 
tions which  project  from  sessile  atlachmenis  to  its  surface.  The 
latter  arc  often  confined  to  the  posterior  portion  of  the  t>onc  (Fig. 
3,^51.  but  i»ay  extend  throughout  its  entire  surface.    In  one  of  t!ie 


Fig.  354, — A  large  sessile  liy[M.TpIasia   (prtly^ioid)    rt-nioverl    from  ihe 
posterior  c:(trcmily  o{  (hv  inferior  lurbinal  of  mi  a&tlinialii:. 

author's  cases  the  entire  inferior  meatus  from  the  vestibule  was 
filled  with  this  type  of  hyperplastic  tissue,  which  was  soft  and 
polypoid  in  rharaotcr,  and  extended  into  and  filled  a  portion  of  the 
postnasal  space.  The  entire  mass  was  cnga;;^ed  in  a  wire  loop  and 
removed. 

Symptoms. — True  liyjierplasia  of  the  inferior  turbinal.  espe- 
cially when  associated  with  the  defuruiities  hereinafter  described, 
results  in  sufficient  enlargement  to  pniducc  contact  either  with  the 
septum  or  the  ineatal  lloor.  Hence  there  is  induced  a  serious  dis- 
turbance of  function  on  account  of  the  resultant  obstruction  to  nasal 
respiraiion  and  the  free  oiitilnw  of  ihc  si^cretions.  rurihiTninre,  the 
timbre  of  the  voice  may  become  impaired  and  distressing  tinniiu:^ 
and  a  sensation  of  fullness  in  the  ears  may  ensue.  The  chief  synip- 
lom,  however,  is  obstruction,  which  may  be  unilateral,  bilateral  or 
ahernattng.  In  many  cases  the  nasal  obstruction  increases  on  the 
.■;idc  tipnn  which  the  patient  lies  at  night.  It  also  is  increased  when 
the  patient  remains  in  imperfectly  ventilated  or  superheated  rooms. 
The  advent  of  an  attack  of  simple  acute  rhinitis  Induces  the  distress- 
ing symptoms  winch  follow  coinpU-te  occlusion  of  the  narc&     In 
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some  cases  the  pressure  symptoms  cause  positive  pain,  which  often 
is  accompanied  hy  ncrvou*  irritability  and  depression. 

Diagnosis. — L'|>oii  exaniinalii>n  by  anlcrior  rhino5;copy  any 
unusual  euUrgement  of  the  inferior  turbinal  tissues  shi^uld  lead  to 
a  painstaking;  study  as  to  the  nature  of  (he  existing  enlargement. 
The  lower  border  of  the  inferior  turbinal  somt-times  touches  the 
ttoor  uf  the  nose  and  is  surrounded  by  a  mass  of  mucus,  which  often 
Tills  the  surrounding  spaces.  This  condition  is  usually  indicative  of 
true  hyperplasia,  but  the  latter  may  definitely  be  determined  by 
applying  a  wiluriim  of  ciicaine.  Turgesctnt  tissue  collapses  under 
this  drug",  while  true  hyperplasia  is  but  liiile  aflFccted  when  sul>- 
jectcd  to  Cf'cainc  test.  Contact  of  the  inferior  turbinal  is  usually 
visible,  and  liic  degree  of  prcsure  may  be  determined  by  probing. 


nr" 


Fig.  355.— Bilateral   portrriof  hjrpcrplasta    (cauliflowref) 
of  ihc  inferior  lorbioalt. 

Posterior  hypertrophies  arc  readily  located  by  the  aid  of  the 
poslrbinoscopic  niirr<:tr.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  discover  posterior 
hypertrophies  of  the  inferior  turbinal  of  such  enormous  size  that 
jhey  ccmceal  the  posterior  border  of  the  septum  by  overlapping  it. 
Furthermtirc,  it  is  often  possible  lo  locate  these  growths  by  tneani^ 
of  the  finger-tip  introduced  into  the  nasopharynx. 

3.  Atrophy. 

Atrophy  of  the  inferior  turbinal  is  usually  confined  to  the  sof 
tissues,  althougli  in  some  cases  the  bone  itself  becomes  partially  or 
wholly  absorbwl  by  the  atrophic  prtKcss.  .^t^ophy  of  the  inferior 
turbinal  is  invariably  associated  with  a  general  atrophic  process 
involving  the  intranasal  structures,  the  symptoms  and  treatment  of 
which  are  elsewhere  described.  (See  Atrophic  Rhinitis,  Chapter 
XXXIV.} 
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4.  Malformations  and  Deformities. 

Malformations  and  deformities  of  the  inferior  turbinal  are  more 
common  than  is  usually  supposed.  Under  iiurmal  coudiliuns  the 
bone  remains  free  from  contact  with  the  surrounding  structures 
except  at  its  point  of  attachment.  Slijjht  malformations  may 
exist  witliout  serious  results,  but  when  the  dcformiticA  are  such  as 
to  cau^e  impingement  of  the  bone,  cither  upon  the  septum,  the 
nasal  floor;  or  when  the  outer  surface  nf  the  lower  portion  presses 
upon  the  lateral  nasal  wall,  more  or  less  annoying  symptoms  are 
produced. 

Malformations  and  deformities  may  exist  without  pathological 
changes  in  :he  soft  tissues.  The  most  common  and  controllable  are 
those  wherein  the  scrnll-like  conformation  of  the  hone  Is  incomplete, 
leaving  its  unattached  edge  widely  separated  from  the  body  of  the 
bone,  and  in  contact  cither  with  tlie  lloor  of  tbe  nostril  or  against 


Fig.  55(i.— The  Jafliiou  ttirbinoloniy   scissors. 


the  septum.  Occasionally  the  larp;e  whorl  of  the  scrnll  extends 
unduly  in  a  lateral  direction  and  iiniiinj,'es  upon  the  lateral  nasal 
wall. 

5.  Dilatations. 

Sacculated  enlargement  is  occasionally  observed  in  the  inferior 
turbitial.  It  is  caused  by  a  separation  of  the  two  osseous  lamellae 
which  comprise  this  bone.  A  prominent  symptom  of  this  condition 
is  compression  upon  the  lachrymal  duct.  It  is  important  to  difTer- 
entiale  a  dilatation  or  sacculation  from  polypi  or  osteomata. 

Treatment. — (n)  Local  and  internal.     (/')  Surgical. 

Both  the  local  and  internal  measures  required  for  the  diseases 
of  the  inferior  turbinals  are  similar  to  those  already  described  in 
the  chapters  nn  Acute  and  Chronic  Rhinitis. 

Indications  for  Operation. — Sonic  form  of  operative  inlerfcr- 
ence  ts  indicated  whenever  the  hyperplasia  or  other  disease  or 
deformity  of  the  inferior  turbinals  produces  symptoms  of  obstruc- 
tion, intranasal  pressure,  altered  secretion,  interference  with  drain- 
age or  with  the  normal  function  of  the  nnse. 

Operative  Treatment.— The  operative  treatment  of  hyperplasia, 
enlargement  and  deformity  of  the  inferior  turbinals  may  be  defined 
under  four  pereral  headings: — 

(a)   Reduction  of  hyperplasia  by  means  of  the  galvanocautery. 
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(/})  Reduction  of  hyp«rpla:«ia  with  snare  or  sci&sors. 

(f)  Turbinotomy, 

(d)  'rurhinwiomy. 

CjKneral  Remarks.— The  nose  should  be  prepared  (or  the 
operation  in  the  same  manner  as  for  operations  upon  llie  septum  or 
midiHc  turbinal.  It  tlic  patient  is  a  male  who  wears  a  mustache  the 
latter  should  he  covered  witli  gauze,  the  ends  of  which  arc  gathered 
and  tied  behind  the  patient's  head.  Likewise  a  sterile  towel  may 
he  applied  over  the  forehead  and  hair. 

The  ANKSTiimtr. — Local   anesthesia   is   preferable  to  general) 


Fig.  337. — Tile  marc  in  i>osition  for  rcmovlitg  a.  posterior  hjpenila^ 
of  tiK  infrrior  turbinat. 

anesthesia  in  every  partieular  for  operations  upon  the  inferior 
turhinal.  The  rules  to  be  followed  in  applying  the  local  anesthetic 
are  similar  to  Ihu^e  heretofore  outlined  for  operations  upon  the 
middle  turbinals. 

It  is  sometimes  difficult  to  introduce  the  thin  pletlget  of  gsuze 
into  the  space  between  the  turhinal  and  the  lateral  nasal  wall,  but 
this  measure  is  important  to  secure  complete  anesthesia. 

The  application  of  caustics  and  escharotics  for  the  purpose  ol 
destroying  hyperplasia  of  the  inferior  turhinal  i*  a  harmful  and 
incfTective  measure.  They  result  in  severe  reaction,  with  painful 
and  annoying'  symptoms  which  continue  for  several  days,  after 
which  a  I&trc  slonRh  separates,  leaving;  a  foul  granulating  surface, 
and  finallv  considerable  scar  tissue. 

(a)  7/i«-  Cahaiiocaulery. — The  galvanocautcry  has  been  widely 
used   for   the   destruction  of   turhinal   hyperplasia.    It   i»   applied 
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in  the  form  of  linear  incisions,  by  puncture  and  subcutaneously. 
Applications  of  the  galvanocautery  by  means  of  linear  incisions, 
in  order  to  be  of  lasting  benefit,  require  deep  insertions  of  the 
cautery  knife  and  extensive  searing  of  the  tissues.  A  violent 
reaction  follows  and  the  resultant  scar  tissue  is  out  of  all  proportion 
to  the  limited  ultimate  results. 


^> 


Fig.  358. — The  Mial  turbinal  snare. 


It  is  possible  to  employ  the  galvanocautery  submucously  with- 
out wide  destruction  of  the  mucous  surface.  Fine  platinum  elon- 
gated points  are  employed,  which  are  thrust  deeply  into  the  tissue, 
and  the  burning  is  thus  chiefly  confined  to  the  submucous  tissue. 
The  author  rarely  employs  the  galvanocautery  as  a  method  for 
reducing  inferior  turbinal  hypertrophies,  believing  that  far  better 


Fig.  359. — Partial   (anterior)   inferior  turbinotomy  by  means 
of  punch  forceps, 

results  are  to  be  obtained  by  a  clean-cut  surgical  removal  of  the 
tissue  with  scissors,  knife  or  snare. 

(b)  Reduction  of  Hyperplasia  with  Snare  or  Scissors. — For  the 
removal  of  hyperplasia  of  the  anterior  extremity  or  inferior  surface 
of  the  inferior  turbinal,  a  preliminary  linear  incision  is  made  with 
scissors,  at  a  point  which  marks  the  boundary  of  the  quantity  of 
tissue  which  it  is  desired  to  remove,  similar  to  Fig.  359,  but  not 
including  the  bone.  The  Jackson  turbinotomy  scissors  {Fig.  356) 
are  ideal  for  this  purpose.    The  operation  is  completed  by  engaging 
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and  removing  the  redundant  tissue  with  a  cold-wire  snare.  In  some 
instances  it  is  possible  to  remove  the  desired  section  of  tissue  with 
the  scissors  alone. 

For  the  removal  of  posterior  hypertrophies  the  wire  snare 
is  the  ideal  instrument.  A  variety  of  snares  have  been  devised 
for  this  purpose.  As  a  rule  it  is  possible  to  operate  successfully 
with  a  simple  straight  snare  (Fig.  357),  by  bending  the  loop  slightly 
before  its  introduction  into  the  nostril.  An  ingenious  snare  has 
been  devised  by  Mial  (Fig,  358)  for  the  removal  of  posterior  hyper- 
trophies. In  intractable  patients  the  technique  is  greatly  facilitat:ed 
by  the  aid  of  posterior  rhinoscopy.  The  patient  is  instructed  to 
depress  his  tongue ;  the  surgeon  manipulates  the  snare  with  one 
hand  afld  observes  its  movements  in  the  mirror  which  is  held  in  his 
other  hand.     In  some  cases  the  engagement  of  the  wire  loop  over 


Fig.  SfiO. — Partial  (anterior)  turbinotomy  by  the  combined  eniploymftit 
of  the  punch  or  scissors  and  the  snare. 

the  posterior  tip  is  facilitated  by  i)assing  the  snare  directly  back- 
ward along  the  tlnnr  of  tlie  nose,  and,  when  tlic  end  of  the  wire  loop 
has  reached  the  pliarynx,  tlie  snare  cannula  is  directed  backward 
and  sligtitly  toward  the  median  line  of  the  pliarynx  till  it  loo  touches 
the  postpliaryngeal  wall.  This  bcnd.s  the  wire  loop  at  an  angle 
toward  the  posterior  tip  of  tlie  inferior  tiirbinal.  The  instrument  is 
now  slowly  withdrawn  until  the  loop  encircles  the  hypertrophy ;  the 
snare  is  then  gradually  tightened  until  the  wire  loop  slowly  excises 
the  diseased  mass.  \Vliile  tightening  the  U»op.  the  cannula  must  be 
gradually  extended  toward  the  growth ;  otherwise  tlic  loop  will  slip 
away  from  its  position  around  the  tumor. 

(c)  Turbinotomy. — The  measures  recommended  for  removing 
the  anterior  portion  of  the  bone  arc  three  in  number:  1.  With 
scissors  alone.  2.  With  punch  forceps  alone.  3.  With  scissors  or 
punch  forceps  and  snare  combined. 

1.  When  the  anterior  end  only  is  the  cause  of  the  obstruction 
it  is  possible  by  introducing  the  blades  of  the  scissors,  one  upon 
the  septal  side  and  the  other  into  the  space  between  the  turbinal  and 
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the  lateral  nfl^al  wa!l.  and  hy  lillinp  the  tiandles  upward,  l-o  excise 
tile  desired  seciinii  oi  ilio  hone, 

2.  The  punch  forceps  (Fifi;.  M8>  are  most  adaptable  and  efTect- 
ive  in  the  cases  ab*.'vc  described,  nn  account  tjf  their  small  calibre 
and  strength.  The  jaws  of  the  insinmicnt  are  applied  to  the  hone  In 
the  lateral  plane,  or  nearly  so,  and  the  primary  cut   (Fig.  359)   is 

Imadc.  Without  withdrawal  the  jaws  are  then  reopened  and  inserted 
more  deeply  and  ttius  the  incision  is  extended  until  the  resection  is 
completed. 

3.  The  comliined  use  of  the  sci':!^or^  or  punch  ((irccps  and  the 
cold-wire  snare  possesses  many  advantages  for  the  removal  of  the 
aniorior  end  o{  the  inferior  turbinal.  The  operation  was  devised 
by  Lake. 

The  superiority  of  the  punch  forceps  over  the  scissors  is  in  its 
smaller  dimensions,  and  the  furrow  which  it  cuts  into  the  bone 


o 


Fig.  361. — The  Dcrens 

spokeshavc. 


(Fig.  360)  greatly  facilitates  the  subsequent  technique  for  adjusting 
the  snare. 

After  removing  tlie  section  of  bone,  if  the  snare  lias  failc<l  to 
reach  the  limits  of  the  obstruction,  the  remaining  excess  of  bone 
can  easily  he  clipped  away  with  the  punch  forceps. 

Posterior  inferior  turbinotomy  Is  rarely  required,  inasmuch  as 
the  enlargement  is  usually  contined  In  the  soft  tissues  (hyper- 
plasia). It  is  accomplished  by  means  of  the  snare,  in  the  manner 
described  for  posterior  hyperplasias. 

{(i)  Turbiucctomy. — When  the  entire  inferior  lurltiiial  is  enor- 
mously enlarged,  or  in  case  its  entire  removal  becomes  iiui»cralive  as 
a  prcliiuinary  lo  other  and  more  e.Mensive  operative  measures,  it 
should  he  cut  away  cu  masse. 

The  operation  i^simple,  and.  barring  occasional  annoying 
hemorrhage,  it  is  unmendcd  by  serious  consequences.  It  is  best 
pet^ormed  hy  means  of  a  succession  of  clips  with  the  punch  forceps 
(Fig.  348)  carried  through  its  line  of  attachment  along  the  lateral 
nasal  wall. 

The  spokeshavo  (Fig.  36n  and  the  large-sired  Ballcnger 
swivel   knife    (Fig.  327)   are  also   adaptable   for  this  operation. 
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When  the  latter  instruments  are  employed  they  are  adjusted  over 
the  posterior  end  of  the  bone  and  drawn  forward  through  its  line  of 
attachment  to  the  lateral  nasal  wall.  A  small  preliminary  incision 
should  be  made  through  the  anterior  attachment  of  the  bone,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  tearing  of  the  soft  tissues  as  the  instrument 
emet^es. 

Submucous  resection  of  the  inferior  turbinal,  while  feasible 
so  far  as  the  procedure  is  concerned,  is  applicable  in  but  a  limited 
proportion  of  cases,  as  any  enlargement  or  deformity  of  the  bone 
usually  is  accompanied  by  h^-perplasia  in  its  submucosa. 

After-treatment. — The  after-treatment  may  be  summed  up  in  a 
few  words.    For  the  control  of  persistent  hemorrhage  the  patient 


SEPTUM 


ADHESIONS 
JBrNEOllAE) 


Fig.  3<)2.— The  various  sj-nechiae  (adhesions")   which  are  obsen'cd 
ill  the  nasal  cavities. 

may  be  directed  to  spray  the  nostril  with  adrenalin  solution  1  to 
5000.  It  is  unnecessary  to  plug  the  nostril  after  an  operation  upon 
the  inferior  turbinal  bone,  except  for  the  control  of  excess  of 
hemorrhage,  which  is  a  rare  occurrence.  Tight  plugging  of  the 
nares  causes  pain,  sometimes  produces  sloughing,  and  favors 
infection.  The  denuded  surface  within  the  nostril  may  be  protected 
by  applying  one  or  two  layers  of  sterile  gauze,  moistened  with  a 
12  per  cent,  solution  of  acetotartrate  of  aluminum,  to  which  may  he 
added  a  few  drops  of  a  1 :  5000  solution  of  adrenalin.  The  sterile 
gauze  thus  prepared  produces  no  pressure  or  severe  pain ;  it  is 
slightly  astringent;  it  protects  the  wound  from  infection,  and  is  an 
efficient  safeguard  against  secondary  hemorrhage. 

The  after-treatment,  further  than  this,  is  limited  to  the  observa- 
tion of  the  ordinary  rules  of  cleanliness.    The  inflammatory  reaction 
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is  sufficient  to  cau^c  considerable  discomfort  and  to  temporarily 
interfere  with  nasal  respiratiiMi.  This  may  be  relieved  by  means  of 
an  occasional  spray  with  a  1:5000  solution  of  adrenalin.  After 
twenty-four  hours  the  gauze  should  be  removed,  and  thereafter  the 
treatment  should  consist  only  of  frequent  cleansing  with  alkaline 
sprays. 

6.  Synechiae. 

Synechia  (Fig.  302)  arc  quite  conmion  in  the  rarcs  and  are 
usually  composed  of  adhesive  bands,  wliicli  unite  the  turbinal  tiss-ues 
with  the  septum.  Occasionally  ilic  inferior  and  midillc  lurbinals 
are  so  joined.  Tlicy  are  rarely  congenital,  and  they  usually  result 
from  traumatism.  As  a  rule  they  are  composed  of  connective  tissue, 
liul  <KcasionaIly  they  c«nsi.<it  of  bone.  Synechise  occasionally 
extend  from  the  lateral  wall  to  either  the  inferior  or  middle  lurbinal 
bodies,  Acquired  connective-tissue  synechia  usually  are  the  result 
of  cicatrization  of  a  nasal  idcer,  bungling  operative  interference,  or 
neglect  of  after-treatment  following  surgical  operations  upon  the 
septum  or  turbinate  bcmes. 

Treatment's \7icchia:  between  the  middle  turbinal  and  ihc 
septum  and  those  which  join  the  inferior  turbinal  to  the  nasal  sep- 
tum, the  nasal  iK»or  or  the  middle  turbinal  (Fig.  36J)  sliould  in- 
variably be  resected.  The  operation  is  best  jjcrformcd  by  means  of 
the  punch  forceps  (Fig.  348)  whenever  the  synechiie  can  be  reached 
with  this  insinimcni.  Otherwise  the  banc!  of  tissue  should  be 
reflected  with  scissors.  By  resecting  a  comparatively  thick  portion  of 
the  synechia,  sufficient  space  is  usually  gained  so  that  re-formation  is 
not  likely  to  occur.  In  case  recurrence  becomes  imminent,  it  is  easily 
overcome  by  inserting  a  small  secliwi  made  up  of  several  layers  of 
rubber  tis.sue  between  the  opposing  surfaces.  This  proce<hiix'  should 
be  repealed  from  time  to  time  until  the  raw  surfaces  are  permanently 
healed.  It  is  obvious  that  in  many  of  these  cases  the  submucous  opera- 
tion is  indicated. 

New  growths  of  the  turbinals  and  nasal  neuroses  are  respect- 
ively descr]l>c<!  in  Chapters  XLI,  XLJl. 


CHAPTER  XXXVII. 
DISEASES  OF  THE  NASAL  ACCESSORY  SINUSES. 

ANATOMICAL  CLASSIFICATION. 

General  Remarks. — A  convenient  grouping  of  the  nasal  acces- 
sory sinuses,  based  on  the  clinical  phenomena,  has  been  devised  by 
Hajek,  in  which  they  are  arranged  into  two  series  as  follows; — 

Series  I  is  composed  of  the  maxillary,  the  anterior  ethmoidal 
and  the  frontal  sinuses.  Series  II  comprises  the  posterior  ethmoidal 
and  the  sphenoidal  sinuses. 

The  sinuses  composing  scries  I,  or  the  anterior  group,  drain 
into  the  middle  meatus  (beneath  the  middle  turbinal). 

The  sinuses  which  compose  series  II,  or  the  posterior  group, 
drain  into  the  superior  meatus  {above  tlie  middle  turbinal). 

The  frontal  sinus  and  occasionally  one  or  two  anterior  eth- 
moidal (frontdcthmoidal)  cells  communicate  with  and  hence  drain 
into  the  infundibulum.  Drainage  of  the  anterior  ethmoidal  cells 
and  the  maxillary  sinus  takes  place  directly  into  the  hiatus  semi- 
lunaris, with  which  they  normally  communicate. 

The  posterior  ethmoidal  cells  and  the  sphenoidal  sinuses  com- 
municate with  and  drain  into  the  superior  meatus.  The  outlets  of 
the  sinuses  arc  by  no  means  constant,  and  the  details  regarding  such 
variations  as  occur  are  outlined  in  the  surgical  anatomy  of  the 
individual  sinuses.  The  mode  of  drainage  of  an  accessory  sinus  is 
direct  when  tlie  ostium  is  in  its  floor;  but,  wlicn  tlic  ostium  of  the 
sinus  is  high  up  and  hence  remote  from  its  most  dependent  portion, 
drainage  is  effected  (uily  Iiy  means  of  the  cilia  of  its  epithelial  lining. 

b'or  example,  the  nutlets  of  the  frontal  sinuses  invariably  are 
from  their  most  dependent  points;  licnce  their  sccrclinns  gravitate 
directly  into  the  infundibulum.  On  the  contrary  tbe  outlets  of  the 
maxillary  and  sphenoidal  sinuses  arc  located  high  up  so  that  direct 
drainage  is  impossible  and  the  secretions  must  be*conveyed  by  the 
ciliated  epithelium.  The  relatively  small  calibre  nf  tlie  outlets  of 
the  nasal  accessory  sinuses  is  an  imjinrtant  clinical  factor  In  the 
inflammatory  processes  which  invade  their  lining  mucous  mem- 
branes. It  is  on  account  of  the  lack  nf  ade(|uate  drainage  and 
ventilation  of  the  sinuse-^,  owing  to  the  restricted  calibre  of  their 
openings,  that  the  severitv,  patlmlogical  changes  and  limitations  of 
these  processes  differ  materially  from  like  itiflamniations  which 
attack  tlie  nasal  mucosa  proper. 

THE  MAXILLARY  SINUS  (ANTRUM  OF  HIGHMORE). 

1.  Anatomy. — The  maxillary  sinus  or  antrum  of  TTighmore  is 
situated  in  the  body  of  the  superior  maxillary  hone  (Fig.  363).  It 
is  separated  from  the  nasal  cavity  by  the  outer  (lateral)  nasal  wall 
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(Fig.  364),   with   llic   excc|Jtioii   of  a  small   opening,  the   ostium 
niaxillare.  whicli  is  hereinafter  described. 

In  sltapu  the  antrum  is  a  three-sided,  irregular,  inverted 
pyramid,  the  base  being  formed  by  the  flo<ir  of  the  orbit,  and  its 
apex  situated  over  the  alvcdar  process.  The  roots  of  the  first  and 
second  molar  teeth  sometimes  protrude  into  the  maxillary  antrum. 
Some  authors  place  the  base  of  the  antrum  at  the  ontcr  wall  of  the 
nasal  chamber  and  the  apex  toward  the  malar  process.  The  three 
sides  of  the  pyramid  are  the  facial,  orbital  and  the  nasal  walls.  It 
is  of  surgical  importance  to  note  that  the  walls  uf  this  sinus  vary 
much  ill  thickness.     The  thinnest  portion  is  the  iiasoantral  wall  in 


Fig.  363. — Front  view  of  a  %crlicMl   c.jriMi.iI  nct-tinn  of  the  skull  on 
the  plane  of  the  second  nuAst  unh,  wiiii  key  plate. 

the  region  of  the  ethmoid  bone,  from  which  at  times  it  is  only 
separated  by  a  membrane.  This  tibrons  membrane,  known  as  the 
hiatus  st'miitiHiiris.  is  situated  between  the  bulla  fllimoUlalis  and 
the  ('Toccssus  uiichialus;  the  remaining  portions  of  the  inner  wall  are 
bony.  The  thickest  wall  is  the  temporal,  outer  or  ]>ostcrior  wall, 
pointing  toward  the  zygomatic  fos.sa  (Fig.  365),  the  upper  posterior 
angle  of  which  is  in  contact  with  the  cranial  cavity. 

The  ostium  maxillare  (l"ig.  363)  is  the  natural  opening  of  this 
sinus,  through  which  it  drains  into  the  nasal  cavity.  It  is  situated 
in  the  lateral  nasal  wall,  nearer  the  roof  than  the  floor  of  the  cavity, 
and  opens  into  the  middle  meatus  of  the  nose  at  the  posterior 
extremity  of  the  hiatus  semilunaris.  Hence  this  cavity  depends  for 
drainage  upon  the  cilia  of  the  epithelial  lining.  .Sometimes  one  or 
more  accessory  openings  arc  found.    The  mucoperiosteum  lining 
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tlie  aiitral  cavity  is  as  a  rule  arranged  in  folds,  and,  rarely,  the  sinus 
is  divided  by  septa  into  iwu  or  mure  comparlmcnis. 

The  maxillary  ostium  (Fig.  364)  being  high  up  in  the  antrum^ 
in  the  erect  position  of  the  Ixidy,  secretion  cannot  gravitate  into  the 
nasal  cavity  unless  the  aniruni  is  entirely  filled  (Hajek).  This 
opening  varies  in  size  and  shape;  it  is  usually  circular  or  elliptical, 
but  at  times  is  a  mere  slit,  its  direction  being  downward,  for- 
ward and  outward,  and.  according  to  Zuckerkandl,  it  measures  from 
3  to  1^  mm,  in  its  longitudinal  diameter,  and  about  6  mm.  in  its 
transverse  diameter.  Its  hidden  position  makes  it  difficult  to  insert 
a  probe  or  cannula;  but  accessory  openings  when  present  arc  more 
accessible.  . 


Key  plate  for  Fir.  y?3. — I,  cthmoidnl  cells;  2,  fronlat  sintn;  X  miditlc 
mralugL;  4.  niaxtllary  antrum;  5,  inferior  turbirul;  6,  ostium  maxillare; 
7,  inferior  mctlus. 

The  apex  of  the  antrum  (according  to  our  description)  is 
important  on  account  of  it$  rrlaiion  to  the  dental  process,  to 
diseases  of  the  roots  of  the  teeth,  and  because  the  alveolar  process 
sometimes  extends  into  its  lumen.  The  deptli  of  tlic  alveolar  proc- 
ess varies,  this  being  due  to  the  absorption  of  the  spongy  substances 
during  the  development  of  the  antrum.  When  the  twny  walls  of 
the  cavity  arc  compact  and  thick  there  has  been  little  absorption  and 
the  cavity  is  relatively  small;  with  much  absorption  the  size  of 
the  antral  cavity  increases  and  the  thickness  of  the  walls  and  floor 
decreases.  The  thicker  the  alveolar  process,  the  greater  the  protec- 
tion against  intlammalory  inroads  into  the  antrum  from  the  alveolar 
contents. 

The  anterior  wall  (Tig.  364)  is  comparatively  thin,  especially 
in  the  region  of  the  canine  fossa,  and  here  a  large  opening  into  the 
antrum  can  easily  and  vafciv  be  made.  Its  superior  hnundary  is 
formed  by  the  infraorbital  ridge,  its  inferior  by  the  malar  process, 
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its  outer  lateral  by  the  malar  ridge,  and  its  inner  lateral  by  the  free 
border  of  the  nose. 

The  roof  of  the  antrum  forms  al?o  the  floor  of  the  orbit 
(Fig.  365).  These  two  laminie  of  bone  separate  for  a  small  space  in 
the  middle  portion  in  order  to  allow  the  passage  of  the  infraorbital 
nerve,  which  passes  antcroposteriorly  and  emerges  from  the  infra- 
orbital foramen.  This  nerve  is  often  injured  during  operations  on 
the  antrum. 

The  maxillary  antrum  in  the  adult  is  the  largest  of  the  acces- 
sory cavities  of  the  nose;  it  exists  at  birth,  but  only  reaches  its  full 


Fig.  364. — DisM-ction  shoning  tlir  antral  Kurfacc  of  the  nasoantral 
wall  and  ostium  maxillarc,  with  key  ptatc. 

size  at  puberty.  Its  average  capacity  i»  about  14  to  15  c.c.  Occa- 
sionally it  is  of  small  size,  but  rarely  is  absent.  The  size  and 
conformation  of  the  maxillary  antrum  may  vary  considerably. 
Dilatations  in  various  directions  are  due  to  irregularity  in  bone 
absorption  during  the  period  of  development.  Strictures  of  the 
bony  walls  or  narrowing  of  ihc  lumen  of  the  cavity  may  also  exist 
and  interfere  with  operative  attempts  to  enter  the  antrvim.  Dcpres- 
sioH  of  the  facial  wall  has  also  been  observed-  \\hcn  marked,  such 
depressions  render  it  impossible  to  reach  the  antrum  through  the 
alveolar  process.  Sometimes  the  antral  floor  is  on  a  higher  level 
than  the  nasal  floor,  and  this  may  hinder  entrance  into  the  antrum 
through  the  inferior  na-ial  moatust.  Furthermore,  operative  cflforts 
to  enter  the  antrum  may  be  frustrated  by  anomalies  of  the  lateral 
nasal  wall,  chiefly  by  an  outward  bulging  which  may  reduce  the 
size  of  the  antral  cavity  considerably.     Septa,  cither  membranous 
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or  bony,  may  divide  the  cavity  wholly  or  in  part  Zuckerkandl  has 
noted  a  vertical  septum  dividing  the  antrum  into  a  posterior  and 
anterior  cavity,  and  Hajek  has  seen  this  posterior  haU  infected  and 
a  purulent  discharge  istiuing  from  the  olfactory  lissure. 

Horizontal  septa  have  been  found  less  frequently.  The  author 
has  observed  nouks  and  recesses  formed  by  :i'niall  ridi^es  and  septa 
and  believes  that  these  favor  stagnation  and  the  more  rapid  develop- 
ment of  pyogenic  membrane. 

The  antrum  ift  lined  by  an  extremely  delicate  mucosa,  a  con- 
tinuation of  tlic  nasal  mucous  lining.  U  is  composed  of  a  super- 
ficial or  epithelial  layer  (ciliated),  a  middle  or  glandular  layer  (race- 


Key  plate  (or  Kijc.  3ti4. 

snosc).  and  a  deeper,  denser  spindlv'Ccllcd  nr  periosteal  layer;  these 
byers  are  not  always  entirely  distinct.  The  blotHl-suppIy  of  the 
antrum  is  derived  fr»>m  the  vessels  of  the  nasal  mucosa  which  pass 
throujjh  the  aslium  maxiUan-.  and  some  collateral  branches  of  the 
vessels  of  the  lateral  nasal  wall  wiiich  pass  through  the  bone  to  the 
inner  antral  wall. 

The  topographical  anatomy  of  the  maxillary  »  well  as  any  of 
the  other  accessory  nasal  sinuses  is  best  studied  on  the  moist  and 
<lrv  sections  of  the  bead,  since  the  irregularity  in  dimension  and 
form  of  these  cavities  ref>ders  accurate  description  unsatisfactory 
and  often  ntistcading. 

Diseases  of  the  Antrum. 

Etiology  and  Pathology. — The  antrum  of  ffighmore  is  subject 
to  acute  and  chronic  iiillammatory  changes  in  its  lining  mucosa, 
hydrops,  necrosis  ol  its  walls,  cysts,  and  tumors  (benign  or  malig- 
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nant).  The  inflammaiory  clianges  are  acute  or  chronic  catarrhal, 
and  acute  or  chronic  purulent  (empyema  I.  The  intiamniatury 
process  within  the  maxillary  sinus  as  a  rule  is  an  extension  from 
some  part  of  the  na*ta]  cavity  or  from  a  neishburing-  accessory  sinus, 
and  inclucle.s  Iho.sc  wliich  are  directly  due  to  Ihe  infectious  diseases, 
as  ihc  cxanilieniaia,  influenza,  diphtheria,  tiibernilnsis,  and  syi>hilis. 
The  protrusion  of  carious  teeth  into  the  lumen  and  unclean  dental 
procedures  arc  cau^^c;  of  infection  nf  the  antrum.  Invasion  of  the 
bony  walls  of  the  antrum  is  due  cither  to  pathological  processes,  to 
traumatism  or  to  tumors. 


I'ig,  3fiS. — The  milcr  t<T  trin|»ir^I  wall  of  Uic    maxillary 
antrum,  wiili  key  i»lale. 

Zurkerkaiidl,  who  was  the  first  to  accurately  describe  the 
catarrhal  form,  contends  that  in  acute  attacks  the  secretion  nf  mucu.s 
is  at  first  sli^'ht  and  appears  only  after  the  hyperemia  has  existed 
(or  sonte  lime,  that  liie  mucosa  of  the  atilrum  may  gradually  become 
intiltrated.  swollen  and  edematous,  and  that  the  disease  is  usually 
transitory  and  terminates  in  resulutiim.  In  a  litniied  proportion  of 
cases  the  disease  becomes  chronic,  in  which  event  the  exudate  taVes 
place  chiefly  into  the  inner  layer  of  the  mticosa,  while  the  deeper 
periosteal  eells  of  the  peripheral  layer  become  edemaious,  and  the 
whole  membrane  becomes  thickened  and  often  spotted  with 
hydropic  elevations.  AccnrdinR  to  Domochowsky,  this  form  of 
chronic  catarrhal  inflammation  may  become  hypertrophic,  or  hyper- 
plastic, and  transform  the  mucosa  into  a  pale,  hard  membrane.  The 
latter  process  may  advance  to  almost  complete  obliteration  of  the 
antral  cavity,  or  become  arrested  at  any  stage  of  the  transformation. 
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Acute  Empyema  of  the  Antrum. 

In  acute  empyema  the  mucosa  of  the  antrum  becomes  hyper- 
emic,  edematous,  showing  localized  hemorrhages  into  the  tissues, 
and  its  surface  usually  is  covered  with  pus.  The  patholc^cal 
changes  are  more  rapid  and  severe  when  retention  (closed  empy- 
ema) occurs.  Some  authors,  among  them  Zuckerkandl,  Hajek  and 
Domochowsky,  believe  that  the  soft  tissue  is  not  swollen  to  the 
same  extent  in  this  condition  as  it  is  in  the  acute  catarrhal  form. 
Acute  empyema  usually  terminates  in   resolution  of  the  mucous 

LEFT  FRONTii 

SINUS 


Key  plate  for  Fijc.  3*55. 

membrane,  but,  under  unfavorable  conditions,  ulceration  may  occur 
and  even  extend  to  the  bone  and  induce  caries.  Turthermore  it  may 
terminate  in  the  chronic  form  of  the  disease. 


Chronic  Empyema  of  the  Antrum. 

The  pathological  chanj;es  primarily  affect  tlie  mucosa  as  in  the 
chronic  catarrhal  form.  Later  the  mucosa  gradually  thickens — 
dependent  somewhat  upon  the  degree  of  retention — with  prolifera- 
tion of  the  connective  tissue  and  pus  formation;  at  times  the  dis- 
charge is  mucopurulent.  Often  the  cavity  Is  tilled  with  polypoid 
masses.  In  the  severe  forms  ulceration  of  the  mucosa  takes  place, 
and,  when  the  periosteal  layer  becomes  involved,  osteophytes  and 
osteomata  may  develop.  According  to  Hajek.  inflammatory  tumors, 
including  cysts,  polypi  and  hydrops  of  the  antrum  of  Highmore,  are 
probably  the  result  of  chronic  inflammatory  changes  in  the  mucosa. 
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The  polypi  arc  usually  located  in  or  about  the  ostium,  and  have 
either  a  pedxinculatcd  or  a  bn.tad  atlachmcilt.  Tlicy  arc  ]>roiic  to 
protrude  llirnuglt  tlie  usiium  iiitn  ihe  nasal  cavity.  <^;iiruuic  empy- 
ema sometimes  results  from  severe  or  neglected  attacks  of  acute 
empyema. 

Empyema  of  tlie  antrum  is  usually  unilateral.  Occasionally  it 
is  bilateral,  and.  rarely,  the  entire  accessory  sinus  sj-stcm  becomes 
involved  (pansinusitis). 

Symptoms. — The  chief  symptoms  of  an  empyema  of  the  antrum 
arc  pain  and  the  discharge  of  pus  from  the  nose.  Pain  is  more 
common  and  constant  in  acute  empyema,  and  its  severity  is  de- 
pendent u|M>n  the  decree  of  retention  of  the  secretions.  Likewise 
retention  (closed  empyema)  occurs  more  frequently  in  acute  cases. 
Unless  the  retention  is  prolonged  as  a  result  of  inHammaiory  thick- 
ening of  the  mucosa  surrounding-  the  ostium  maxillare,  or  from 
protrusion  of  polypi,  the  pain  gradually  subsides.  In  recent  cases 
with  retention  the  pain  is  located  chiefly  about  the  eminence  of  the 
malar  bone  and  in  the  infraorbital  region  of  the  atTccted  side.  The 
teeth  of  the  upper  jaw  may  be  the  scat  of  severe  pain,  and  at  the 
same  time  sensitive  to  touch.  From  these  points  the  pain  radiates 
to  the  orbit,  the  supraorbital  rcspon  and  toward  the  car. 

Tenderness  upon  pressure  or  percussion  is  sometimes  elicited 
over  the  malar  process  in  its  anterior  portion,  in  the  canine  fossa, 
and  in  the  infraorbital  rcffion.  'Hie  pain,  as  a  rule,  is  intermittent 
and  neuralgic  in  character,  and  with  the  advent  of  free  discharge 
it  gradually  subsides.  In  chronic  empyema  pain  is  less  constant, 
except  during  exacerbations.  Usually  the  sense  of  smell  is 
impaired,  and  sometimes  complete  anosmia  is  eomplainrd  of.  .A. 
subjective  malodor  may  be  present,  and  occasionally  there  is  nasal 
obstruction,  epistaxis,  and  eczema  in  and  around  the  nasal  vesti- 
bule. Aprosexia,  insomnia,  and  nervous  depression  or  excitement 
arc  remote  symptoms.  In  some  cases  fever,  chilis  and  gastric  irri- 
tability are  n«>tcd.     Fever,  however,  is  rare. 

During  all  stages  of  an  empyema  of  the  antrum  a  purulent 
secretion  into  tlie  middle  meatus,  with  inflammatory  thickening  or 
hvperplasia  of  the  nasal  mucosa,  constitute  ihc  constant  objective 
sfgns.  Rxternal  swelling,  while  not  common,  is  usually  confined  to 
the  tissues  alwut  the  malar  eminence.  A  characteristic  of  the  puru- 
lent disctiarge  is  its  profusion  in  the  morning  and  its  partial  or  com- 
plete cessation  during  the  day.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the 
situation  of  the  o>;tium  (Fig.  56ft),  which  impedes  the  escape  of  the 
secret  iun  in  the  creel  position  of  the  body.  The  discharge  is 
increased  by  recurrent  colds  to  which  patients  with  antral  diseases 
are  subject.  In  old  ca-^es  the  discharge  is  nftcn  fetid.  In  character 
it  is  mucopurulent  or  purulent,  and  in  acute  cases  the  color  is  some- 
times bright  yellow. 

Diagnosis. — While  the  variability  both  uf  the  subjective  and 
objective  'Symptoms  makes  the  diagnosis  at  times  difficult,  the  fol- 
lowing rules  for  guidance  usually  suffice  to  establisli  a  diagnosis 
of  empyema  of  the  maxillary  sinus;     1,  the  intcrmittence  in  the 
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flow  of  Ihc  i)u?;  2.  Inwerin^j  ihc  maxillary  ostium  by  having  ilic 
paitcnt  IkdU  the  head  fi^rward  and  tuward  the  unalTccu-<I  side 
^Friinkcl  and  Zieini,  or  by  the  method  nt  IJaycr.  whu  lays  tin 
patient  on  hi>  alidonicn  and  allow?!  the  head  to  hang  over  the  cdgt 
of  the  bed,  in  order  to  elltfet  nmre  rajiid  di?icliar[;e  of  the  secretion  ;j 
3.  ilu^-hing  (hrougli  ihe  ostium  or  an  accessory  ostium  (this  is  rarely 
possihlc) ;   4,    exploraiory    pnnciiire    with   ^ulisequcnt    tlushttif;    at 


Fin.  Sf^i, — ^Thc  locatiou  of  tlic  nstiiim  ninvillarc  .inil  the  CKpkwaiory 
liiiiiclurc  of  the  maxillary  aittriiiii. 

aspiration  f  Fijr.  366> ;  5,  transilUiminaltnn  (FifT-  367) ;  6,  radiographic 
of  the  head  (Figs.  3K4  to  MfO)  in  ilie  post crna til crior  diameter  ^ive\ 
valuable  diafjnostic  information,  when  properly  interpreted. 

Patients  wiih  a  history  of  unilateral  or  bilateral  nasal  discharge.. 
especially  when  it  has  existed  for  some  time,  should  be  subjected  ta 
a  careful  examination  of  all  the  accessory  sinu-^cs.  As  a  rule  it  i>i 
posiitble  to  eliminate  one  .linus  after  another  until  the  disease  is 
deiinitelv  located.  At  the  first  examination  Ihc  >ecrctton  may  not 
be  visibJe.  for  the  reason  that  Ihe  patient  naturally  frees  the  nose  of 
the  discharge  by  blowing  iust  before  enierini;  the  evamtnation 
room.     In  this  event  he  should  be  renuc^ted  tn  de*i«l  from  bluwinjf 


Fig.  367. — Tranjilluminalion  of  the  iTiaxillary  antra  (antra  of 
Higltmorc).  Right  side  healthy,  as  shown  by  briehl  illumination  under- 
neatli  the  orbit,  and  tlirouhcli  th«  iiupi].     l^/t  side  disra.Be(). 
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^thc  nose  for  a  short  period  of  time,  in  order  that  a  Tcacciimulation  of 
rretion  may  lake  place.  In  empyema  of  the  maxillary  sinus  the 
f.ptis  exudes  into  Ihc  middle  meatus,  ilowing  from  abuiit  the  centre 
fOi  the  under  ?.urfai"C'  of  llic  attachment  of  ilie  middle  lurhinal  inward 
[the  nasal  floor,  except  in  case^  either  of  extreme  atrophy  or  hyper- 
Uroptiy,  wlien  the  How  may  take  other  dirccli<ms.  In  the  morning, 
Li£  the  patient  has  nut  cleansed  the  naisal  cavity,  upon  posterior 

rhinoscopy  consideraJde  secretion  will  he  found  in  the  nasopharynx. 

Pain  tipon  pressure  over  the  antral  wall,  when  prcscni.  is  of  diag- 
^uostic  sisrniiicance. 

Aside  from  the  characteristic  pain  and  discharge,  transillu- 
[minatiun  is  the  most  valuahle  diagnostic  aid.  especially  when  llic 
Irfisease  Is  unilateral.      If  iransillnininalion    (hereiiiaftrr  described) 


Fig.  SiA — The  Coakley  traTifiilliiiiiinatinn  lamp. 

reveals  a  dark  area  over  the  malar  eminence  and  beneath  the  orbit 
upon  the  side  which  has  been  the  scat  of  the  characteristic  i>ain  and 
discharge,  in  contradistinction  to  the  briglit  glow  portrayed  hy  the 
malar  eminence,  infraorbital  space  and  pupil  upon  the  opposite  side 
(Fig,  367},  the  diagnosis  of  empyema  may  be  considered  suffi- 
ciently positive  to  warrant  an  explnralory  puncture  (Fig.  3G6)  for 
the  purpose  of  evacuating  the  pent-up  pus. 

The  examination  should  be  conducted  as  follows: — 

1.  Make  a  preliminary  rhinoscopic  examination  of  the  nasal 
cavities  and  note  tlic  condition  of  the  mucosa,  the  location  and 

idcgrce  of  irvdammalion  and  intiltration  of  the  soft  tissues.    In  acute 
•maxillary  sinusitis  it  is  common  to  find  the  swelling  so  great  as  in 

produce  complete  occlusion  of  the  affected  side.    Note  the  presence, 

location,  character  and  quantity  of  the  secretion. 

2.  Spray  the  nostril  of  the  affected  -side  wiili  a  2  per  cent,  solu- 
tion of  cocaine,  followed  five  minutes  later  with  a  spray  of  1 :  5000 
solution  of  adrenalin. 

3.  During  the  fierind  required  ffiftecn  or  twenty  minutes')  for 
local  anesthesia  and  .shrinkage  of  the  .soft  tissues  to  take  place,  the 
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sinuses  should  Le  transiiluminated,  in  the  following  manner:  Place 
the  patient  in  a  totally  dark  room  in  which  the  transilluiuinating 
apparatus  is  Kicatcd.  I'he  direct  current,  controlled  by  a  proper 
rheostat  (Fig.  3).  is  preferable  to  storage  batteries.  The  original 
instrument  devised  by  Herjiiig  (or  this  purpose  was  uncouth, 
unwiehly  and  expensive.  The  author  modilied  and  simplified  the 
apparatus,  but  at  llic  present  time  the  lamp  devised  by  Coakley 
(Fig.  368)  is  in  getieral  use  fur  transilluiuinating  the  maxillary 
antrum  (i"ig.  367)  and  frontal  sinus  (Fig.  3821.  It  is  especially  to 
be  commended  on  account  of  the  movable  glass  hood,  whtcn  is 
easily  sterilized.  A  good  rheostat  is  necessary,  and  one  which  isj 
suitable  for  ihc  kind  of  current  (alternating  or  direct)  which  is  in 
use. 

Placing  the  glass-covered  lamp  into  the  mouth,  with  the  lips 
closed,  the  light  is  turned  on  and  the  results  noted.  The  lower  part 
of  the  face  is  not  to  be  considered  in  a  diagnostic  sense,  inasmuch 


1  m.  i'r'.K     M,,L'v'»  ;tiur>iiii  U^niiir  .luJ  i..ti.iiul. 


as  the  checks  show  a  glow  of  light  up  to  the  level  of  the  antnn? 
floor,  even  when  the  latter  is  the  seat  of  disease.  N<jrnially  therr 
is  a  glitw  i»f  liglii  underneath  the  orbit,  and 'usually  a  reflection 
through  the  pupil  upon  the  healthy  s^ide,  and  darkness  at  the  corre- 
sponding points  upon  Ihc  diseased  side  (Fig.  367).  The  degree  of 
illumination  depends  both  upon  the  thickness  and  density  of  the 
bones,  and  upon  the  candle  power  of  the  lamp.  Should  the  patient 
wear  any  dental  apparatus  which  might  nbstnict  the  light  rays,  it 
should  be  removed  before  attempting  to  transilluminc  the  maxdiary 
sinuses, 

lit  cases  of  bilateral  empyema  of  the  maxillary  sinuses  trans- 
illumination is  of  less  value.  Under  these  circumstances,  if  the 
transillumination  is  negative  on  both  sides,  then  bilateral  sinusitis 
may  reasonably  be  suspected. 

4.  Having  completed  and  recorded  the  transilluminalion  find- 
ings, a  sufticient  time  has  elapsed  to  obtain  the  full  effect  of  the 
cocaine-adrenalin  application.  A  flow  of  pus  between  the  middle 
lurbinal  and  tlie  septum  indicates  disease  of  the  posterior  ethmoidal 
cells,  or  the  sphenoid  sinus,  or  both  sinuses. 

If  the  pus  is  exuding  from  the  space  between  the  middle 
lurbinal  and  the  outer  nasal  wall,  the  disease  is  located  in  one  or 
more  of  the  sinuses  which  form  the  anterior  group — the  frontal,  the 
anterior  ethmoidal  or  the  maxillary. 


DISE.\SES  OF  NASAL  ACCESSORY  SINUSES. 


577 


Skiagraphs. — In  Rkiagra|>hy  wc  possess  a  valuable  diagnostic 
mcasiirc,  buiii  in  determining  the  size  and  shape  of  ll»e  accessory 
siniises  and  tlicir  diseases.  Skiaj^raphy  Is  more  fully  described  in  Uie 
following  clrai)ier.  im  Diseases  oT  the  Kronial  Simis<'s.  So  far  as  ihe 
maxillary  sinus  is  concerned  the  difference  between  tlie  healthy  and  the 
diseased  side  is  oflai  well  marked  on  the  skiagraph  (  Fig.  384),  Owing 
to  the  pathological  changes  in  tlie  diseased  antnim  in  which  the  thick- 
ened lining  tnejnhraiie  displaces  the  air,  sometimes  to  complete  raritica- 
tion,  the  skiagraphic  plate  shows  the  diseased  side  with  an  ill-de(ined 
Or  bhirred  boundar)-,  whereas  the  healthy  antnun  shows  a  well-defined 
boundary.  The  X-ray  also  gives  fairly  good  results,  even  where  the 
bone  is  greatly  thickened. 

A  marked  improvement  in  the  methods  of  non-operative  treatment 
o£  purulent  conditions  of  the  nasal  accessoiy  sinuses  has  been  achieved 
by  the  use  of  the  suction  pump  a[ip3raius  devised  by  Dr.  Lewis  A. 
Coffin,  of  New  York,  and  fully  described  in  tlie  Laryngoscope.  Decem- 
ber, K>]5,  page  S.12  (Fig.  3(^io\.  Hy  means  of  this  instrument,  at- 
tached to  an  electric  pump,  a  sufficient  degree  of  negative  pressure  may 
be  induced  to  draw  the  accumulation  of  pus  from  the  sinuses  into  tlie 
nasal  cavity,  and  often  into  the  reception  l>otilc  itself.  It  has  an  added 
advantage  that  by  means  of  the  spray  attachment  a  nebula  of  any 
type  of  remedial  agent  may  be  forced  into  tlie  vaammized  cavities. 
The  change  in  the  nose  from  the  [lositive  to  the  negative  pressure  may 
thus  be  alternated  as  often  as  necessary.  In  the  experience  of  the 
author  much  benefit  may  be  ex|H-cted  from  the  emplnymcnt  of  the 
suction  apparatus  in  a  large  majority  of  cases  of  both  acute  and  chronic 
purulent  sinusitis.  Among  the  remedial  agents  reconmicnded  are  5 
per  cent,  solution  of  carbolic  acid  and  Churcliiirs  tincture  of  iodine. 
Solutions  of  itulgarian  HacilU  have  also  l>ccn  employed  for  the  same 
purpose  but  the  chief  benefit  seems  to  an'se  from  the  suction  element 
in  liie  treatment. 

Prognosis. — The  prognosis  in  chronic  sujtpuration  of  the  antrum 
depends  largely  upon  the  factors  which  enter  into  its  causation  and  the 
form  of  treatment  institute<l.  In  mild  cases  warm  sjilinc  or  antiseptic 
iirigatinn,  through  the  natural  opening  where  that  is  possible,  or  else 
through  an  artificial  pimcturc  throiigli  tlic  nasoantral  wall  underneath 
tlic  inferior  turbinal  {Fig.  Sf^>),  may  effect  a  cure.  WHicn  of  dental 
origin  the  removal  of  the  diseased  tooth  and  irrigation  through  this 
opening  will  often  cause  an  empyema  to  yichl,  Pyogenic  or  dcgenera- 
livc  changes  in  the  mucosa,  causing  polj-poid  or  cyst  formation,  re- 
quire some  form  of  surgical  procedure  (usually  radical)  to  cure  the 
disease. 

Treatment. — In  the  acute  catarrhal  inftammation  of  the  antrum 

nas;d  inflammatory*  condition  must  be  treated  the  same  as  that 
lescrihed  for  acute  rhinitis  (Chapter  XXXIII),  and  efforts  made  to 
facilitate  drainage  from  the  naturaf  antral  opening.  For  this  fHirposc 
pledgets  of  absorbent  cotton  saturated  with  a  4  to  10  per  cent,  solution 
of  c(H-aine  or  al>i>in,  combined  with  a  1 :  5000  snhiiion  of  adrenalin 
chlorid.  are  applied  to  the  nasal  cavity,  in  the  i^gion  of  the  ostium 
niaxiltare.  in  order  to  contract  the  soft  tissue  and  thus  promote  the 

IT 
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drainage  of  the  antrum.  Warm  Kilinc  <louclics  to  the  nasal  cavity,  re- 
peated at  iniervals  of  two  or  tlirec  hours,  tend  to  allay  the  inflaiiinia- 
lory  process.  Should  these  measures  prove  incffociual  id  establishing 
free  drainage,  surgery  must  be  resorted  lo. 

Drainage  being  more  effi-ctive  from  the  most  dependent  i>art  of 
cavity,  an  artificial  opening  should  be  sought  as  near  the  floor  of  tlu 
antrum  as  feasible  ( I-"ig.  3W)>.  For  the  purpose  of  irrigation  the  nasal 
route,  hercinaficr  described,  is  |>referal;lc  to  openif.gs  made  through 
the  canine  fn>;sa  or  alveolar  process.  Tlie  cxlraciion  of  a  tooth  to  gain 
an  entrance  into  the  antrum  the  author  condemns,  unless  a  diseased. 
umaU  Or  nt-crosis  of  the  alveolar  process  is  responsible  for  the  purulent 
condition.  'J"o  enter  through  the  alveolar  process  a  drill  is  introduced 
througli  the  root  cavity  of  the  second  bicuspid  or  first  molar  tooth  ;  the 


Fi^.  3(Ai.— This  instriiiiient  consi«i5  of  iwn  bmilcs  mounted  on  th« 
lower  side  of  a  IuIh:  oiic-half  incli  in  ili.iiiiricr  utiich  tvniiiiiateii  in 
oliv(.-(toinlcd  tip  about  three  uxl  niir-Ii:ilf  iiichix  iroiii  thr  liottlrs. 
twvcii  the  bolttcft  is  ;>  switch  kc)'  by  means  <»(  which  the  inside  of  eilht 
boilte  miiy  be  ciMtnccied  with  llic  Inmen  of  the  connectinK^  nib<!.  the  inside^ 
of  ihc  other  boltle  l>cing  at  the  same  time  (Jiwonnectfi  from  the  same. 
Between  the  l)i>ule5  also  is  a  small  mbe  cxlcni|in))r  thrmiRh  like  key  flceve 
for  ihc  MUachninit  uf  nibher  tiibinf;  whub  cniniects  the  ^iiriiamhii  with  an 
exbuttft  iiuinp.  \S  iHrn  the  key  is  so  turned  as  to  conticct  ihr  secund  bottle 
wilh  the  eonnceling  tiil>e  one  is  able  to  create  a  vacutmi  m  tbii  brittle  by 
workm^f  the  exhaust  pump.  This  bottle  is  five  inches  in  letiKlli  and  (MQJ 
inoh  in  diameter  and  is  the  vacnwm  bi->nle  of  the  a[»parati».  This  bottle 
ciMine'ia  with  the  node  bv  nicans  of  the  olive  pnint  aiif!  when  the  na»o- 
phar^x  is  closed  o(T  from  the  oropharj'it  the  na^l  chamlM-r  and  any 
cavities  connecting  with  it  are  partially  vacuitiiiii:cd  when  uich  a  condition 
exists  in  the  bottle.  The  nasal  chamber  may  be  closed  either  by  inslnictinir 
the  patient  to  say  ka,  ka.  ka,  or  the  ballonninK  of  a  small  nibhcr  bulb  in 
the  chotia. 

direction  is  upward  and  sliglitly  inward  to  avoid  puncturing  into  the 
nose  or  cheek.  This  o[>ening  may  then  be  enlarged  by  chisel  or  hone- 
mtling  forcefis  to  facilitate  examinatinn  and  treatment  of  the  <iniis. 
Curettage,  irrigation  and  gim/e  i>acking  are  then  employed.  The  Ireat- 
menl  tnay  require  a  few  weeks,  during  which  time  the  opening  can  be 
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covered  by  a  dental  plate.  In  irrigating  liy  llie  iiilranas;il  route, 
after  cleansing  the  nose  liy  doiiclie  or  spray,  the  iiilcriur  nasal 
meatu:}  on  the  diseased  side  is  thorouglily  subjected  to  adrenalin 
and  to  cocaine  anesthesia,  especially  in  the  space  between  the 
infcritir  turhinal  and  ihc  lateral  nasal  wall,  where  the  puncture  is  to 
lie  made. 

If  the  operation  is  chiefly  exploratory,  a  Mylcs  antrum  trocar 
and  cannula  ( I'iy.  36*.' 1  may  be  inlruduced.  and  llic  irrigation  accom- 
plished liy  withdrawing  the  trocar  and  then  attaching  the  Myles 
irripitinjj  tube  {i-i^.  3/0)  to  the  cannula.  When  it  is  known  (hat 
daily  irrigations  will  be  required   for  smiu*  time,  it   i^^  better  to 


punch  out  a  small  section  of  bone  with  the  ^^ylcs  reverse  chisel 
punch  <Fig.  371).  thus  securing  an  ojiening  of  sufficient  size  to 
permit  daily  irrigation  wiihout  rcpunctiiring:. 

The  antrum  is  entered  briow  the  inferior  turhinal  hone,  about 
one  inch  from  the  inferior  border  of  the  nnstril.  Here  the  antral 
wall  is  comiiarativcly  ihin,  and  the  lachrymal  canal  lyinff  anterior  lo 
this  point  is  not  injured.  The  trocar  is  pointed  to  the  junction  of 
the  inferior  turhinal  with  the  outer  nasal  wall,  and  enters  the  antrum 
under  slight  pressure,  in  an  outward  and  tipward  direction.  If  llic 
antrum  is  filled  with  secretion  it  will  readily  flow  out  of  the  cannula, 


I  ig.  .171.— Mylcs's   tuLfi.*-.]   ;iiilriim   chisc!   punch. 

'upon  landing  the  head  of  the  patient  forward  and  toward  the 
healthy  side.  Otherwise  the  secretion  follows  the  return  (lo%v  when 
irrigated. 

Irrigation  of  the  Antrum. — Having  introduced  the  cannula  with 
its  rubbcr-iiibing  attachment,  the  head  should  be  bent  forward  over 
a  pna  battin.  Then  with  a  large-sized  pjsion  syringe  (Fig.  43)  a 
warm  solution  (salt  or  antiseptic  I  is  thrown  into  the  sinus.  A 
return  Ihuv  follows  ihrnush  the  normal  ostium,  consisting  of  the 
solution  intermingled  vviih  the  retained  .'secretions  of  the  antrum. 
The  syringing  should  be  continued  until  the  return  flow  runs  clear. 
Before  removing  the  cannula  the  re.^idual  fluid  should  be  blown 
from  the  antrum,  using  the  syringe  minus  solution  for  this  purpose. 
The  irrigations  should  be  repeated  daily  until  all  rymptoms  abate 
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and  ihf  antrum  becomes  clrar  under  tlic  daily  transillumination.     11 
found  nccc^^ary  the  trocar  u|>ciiiny  may  be  enlarj;ed  by  means  of 
burr,  or  prtffcrably  vviili  some  U>rm  oi  punch  (creeps.     Fnim  lime  to] 
time  granulations  furming  about  the  opening  may  have  to  be  cleared 
away  by  curetting.     Laboratory  examination  of  the  antral  secretion 
is  advisable. 

The  pain  attending  the  daily  treatment  is  slight,  providing' 
liHral  anesthesia  is  introduced  about  the  orilicc  of  the  antral  open- 
ing. One  disadvantagt'  of  an  opening  through  a  tooth  socket  i?t  the 
necessity  of  wearing  a  dental  protliesis.     Another  disadvania};c  is 


«-.  \ 


Vig.  37i-^-ii,  liic  l^^^'  iii  •i)\i<:ou6  iiii">i'ri)nc  clct;ii:hcd  from  the  latrral 
wall  o?  the  na&al  ihRmbrr  under  the  infcrinr  turlnnatr:  b.  the  remaining 
portion  o{  the  inferior  turhinatc  after  the  rcn)ov.-il  of  the  antmor  thin]; 
c,  the  a{ii>ru:tiniatr  >ize  of  the  ooeninr:  into  the  aiitnnn  tlinhnniri  nccM- 
sarv  to  c^-acuaie  ihe  products  of  chronic  suppuration.  {Harmon  .S'miiA, 
Mrillt  prrtniMion.) 


that  the  opening  through  the  canine  toas^  re<)uirefi  constant  care  to 
jirevent  infection  from  the  mouth  or  by  aspiration  of  Ihe  bucca! 
secretion  into  t)ie  antral  cavity. 

The  above  treatment  is  successful  in  the  acute  cases,  and  in  the 
chronic  cases  which  show  no  deep-seated  pathologic  lesions. 
While  it  is  diHRcuit.  in  a  given  case,  to  determine  beforehand  the 
exact  condition  of  the  sinus  and  the  amount  of  benefit  to  be  derived 
from  the  simpler  treatment,  nevertheless,  a  trial  of  these  milder 
iiurKiral  procedure?  should  be  made  before  reinrting  lo  the  more 
radical  measures.     In  protracted  cawrs  of  empyema  with  irreparable 
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changes  in  the  mucosa,  palliative  treatment  is  suflicieat.  and  some 
form  of  radical  operation  beeonies  neccs!=ary. 

Radical  Operation. — flf  the  rndlcal  procedures  the  simplest  ts 
the  removal  uf  a  section  of  the  aiiteraiiiferiur  portion  of  the  naso- 
antral  wall,  in  order  thai  ]>ernianeni  free  drainuRe  may  thereby  be 
secured.     This  operation   is  applicable  to  cases  which    have  not 


.uiiluUiuuiiU'iiUiai..uv.'/H, 


i'ig.  3/2a. — tiougc  (]«vi§td  by  Curtis  ior  opening  the  nasoaniral  wai 


prc^ressed  to  ilic  excessive  formation  of  polypi  in  the  antral  mucosa, 
or  to  necrosis  of  tlie  bony  walls. 

The  steps  of  the  upcration  are  as  follows:  Under  local  anes- 
thesia the  aiiierior  third  of  the  inferior  lurbiiuil  is  first  removed 
(Fi^.  .^72).    The  nasoanlral  wall  is  then  punctured  and  the  opening 

enlarged   with 
punch  forceps  of 
various    tvpc^ 
{FiRS.    34S.'  373. 
374)  until  a  per- 
manent   opening 
of  at  least    fivc- 
cigliths  inch  in  diameter  has  been  made, 
tiirough  which  considerable  curctmcnt 
i-i  possible,  and  polypi  may  be  grasped 
:!n<I  withdrawn  {l''\S-  372).    Curtis  en- 
ters  the   antrum    in   this   location    by 
means   of   a    gouge    (Fig.    i72a)    con- 
structed willi  a  curve  which  naturally 
adapts    itself   to   ihe   nasoantral    wall. 
With  care  a  flap  of  mucous  membrane 
may  hrst  be  detached  from  the  lateral 
wall.      Packing  of   this   wound   i.«   un- 
necessary and  undesirable  after  two  or 
three  day.*;,  the  purpose  nf  this  oper- 
ation being  to  cfTcct  a  cure  of  the  dis- 
ease by  estahlishing  free  drainage.     In 
the  author's  experience  (he  results  of 
this  operation  fully  warrant  its  employ- 
ment in  simple  forms  of  chronic  empyema  of  the  antrum. 

Operation  through  the  Canine  Fossa. — The  facia!  or  anterior 
wall  allows  a  large  opening,  and  has.  iliercfore,  long  been  a  favored 
location  for  entering  the  maxillary  sinus,  as  it  seems  best  adapted 
to  the  wide  exposure  of  the  antral  cavity.  This  method  was 
originally  practised  by  I-amoricr  and  after  him  by  T')esaull;  Kiister 
later  improved  the  lechni'.(uc.  and  the  resection  is  often  referred  to 
as  the  Desault-Kuster  method. 


rig.  373.— Wani-ncr's 
forward   cutting  antrum 

forceps. 
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The  operation  should  be  performed  under  general  anesthesia, 
but  local  anesthesia  may  be  substituted  if  necessary.  After  thor- 
qugh  scrubbing  of  the  face  and  cleansing  of  the  teeth  and  buccal 
mucosa,  a  gauze  sponge  should  be  inserted  between  the  molar 
teeth,  the  cheek  and  gums,  to  absorb  the  blood  which  otherwise 
would  run  into  the  throat.  An  incision  is  then  made  through  the 
mucous  membrane  and  periosteum,  following  a  line  one-fourth  inch 
above  the  free  border  of  the  gum  from  the  molar  to  the  canine 
teeth.  The  mucosa  and  periosteum  are  then  lifted  from  the  facial 
wall  of  the  antrum  with  a  periostea!  elevator,  and  retained  by 
retractors.  With  a  small  chisel  the  opening  is  effected  through 
the  bony  wall  of  the  canine  fossa.  It  is  usually  advisable  to  avoid 
wounding  the  underlying  mucosa  until  a  considerable  portion  of 


Fifl-  374.^0struni's   forward   "-uliinK    foroips. 


the  bony  wall  has  been  removed.  It  is  a(lvi^abIe  t(i  remove  a  large 
section  of  the  anterior  bony  wall,  l)i)lh  for  Ihc  purpose  of  inspection 
and  to  enable  t!ic  operator  to  freely  remove  all  the  diseased  con- 
tents of  llie  antrum.  Tlie  further  rcnimal  of  the  wall  is  best 
aceomplislieil  hy  rongeur  forceps  and  strong  curets.  An  incision 
may  now  he  made  tlirnuijli  the  antral  meiiiliranc  and  the  contents  of 
the  cavity  evacuated.  The  sjioni^'e  of  gauze  should  be  frequently 
cliaiif^cd  during  the  operation  and  t!ic  blond-clots  and  dH'ris  cleared 
away. 

Subsequent  to  tlic  resection  nf  the  anterior  wall  the  steps  of 
the  operation  depend  u])on  whether  the  entire  mucous  lining  is  to 
be  removed.  Many  operators  favor  the  removal  nf  diseased  mem- 
brane only;  others  prefer  to  eradicate  the  lining  mucosa  in  its 
entirety  and  allow  the  cavity  to  granulate. 

The  author's  experience  leads  him  to  favor  a  total  eradication 
of  the  entire  murous  liTiing,  as  lie  only  resorts  to  this  operation  in 
the  severest  cases. 

With  cither  a  brilliant  headlight  (!*"ig.  ?")  or  a  small  electric 
lamp  the  antrum  may  now  be  thoroughly  illuminated  and  its  cavity 
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inspected,  and  under  tlie  guidance  of  tlie  electric  light  the  entire 
mucous  lining  and  the  pathologic  antral  contents  are  removed,  by 
means  of  carets  (I'lg.  2/^)  and  forceps  (.Tiff.  401). 

Carefully  performed,  this  operation  is  attended  with  few  acci- 
dents and  but  little  dangt-r.  In  one  of  tlu*  autlior's  eases  ihi*  salivary 
duct  (duct  i)f  Stensun)  was  injured,  and  later  on  much  annoyance 
to  the  patient  occurred  from  the  excessive  flow  of  saliva  into  the 
nasal  cavity  at  meal  hours.  It  linally  became  necessary  to  divert  tiie 
mouth  of  the  duct  from  the  antral  wound,  and  thus  return  the  flow 
into  the  buccal  cavity. 

Having  cleared  the  antrum  of  its  diseased  contents,  the  cavity 
is  (lushed  witli  a  normal  saline  soUition  and  carefully  packed 
with  strips  of  iodoform  gauze.  Likewise  ihc  external  wound  is 
tijfhtly  filled  in  order  to  prevent  rapid  coniraction  of  the  soft  tissues. 
The  original  tampon  should  be  allowed  to  remain  undisturbed  for 
about  five  days,  unless  the  tcmi>crature  rises  or  other  untoward 
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Fig.  375. — Mylts'a  mallealjle  sh-ink  aiKriim  ntrcts. 

symptoms  develop.  More  or  less  hcmorrhajje  follows  its  removal. 
After  the  fir?t  dressing  each  packing  should  be  allowed  to  remain 
one  day,  and  should  be  sufficiently  snug  to  prevent  exuberant  granu- 
lations. In  from  (our  to  six  weeks  the  cavity  granulates  and  the 
external  wound  may  he  allowed  to  close.  Sn  lonjf  as  any  fistula 
remains,  the  patient  should  be  instructed  to  introduce  a  pledget  of 
gauze  of  sufficient  size  to  cover  its  orifice  whenever  food  is  taken. 
Should  proliferations  of  the  mucosa  or  poI\pi  spring  up.  either 
around  ihr  margin  of  (he  wound  or  in  the  region  of  the  ostium 
maxillare,  they  should  be  removed  with  a  snare  or  a  shan>  curet 
and  the  denuded  area  eauteri/ed  with  trichloracetic  acid.  Necrotic 
changes  in  the  bony  walls  never  have  been  observed  by  the  author, 
and  but  few  have  been  reported  in  the  literature. 

This  method  of  o(>eraiing  has  been  subjected  to  many  modifica- 
tions, both  as  to  the  size  of  the  external  opening  and  the  measures 
instituted  for  the  treatment  of  the  diseased  mucosa.  Of  the  varia- 
tions the  most  notable  is  the  breaking  down  of  the  whole  or  part  of 
the  adjacent  nasal  wall  after  the  Caldwell-I-uc  method,  and  sub- 
sequent treatment  nf  ihe  antrum  through  the  nasal  cavity,  while  the 
buccal  opening  is  closed  by  sutures  at  the  original  operation.  A 
counteropcning  into  the  nose  is  often  of  great  service,  especially 
when  combined  with  frontal  or  ethmoidal  operations,  rurthermore. 
many  advantages  arc  obtained  by  the  early  closure  of  the  buccal 
opening-,  particularly  in  relation  to  mastication,  and  the  results,  per- 
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taintng  to  the  time  required  for  5nal  healing  and  to  the  cessation  ol 

discharge,  favor  the  ct)tmlcro)>ening  into  the  nose. 

The  Caldwell-Luc  Operatiott. — Both  of  these  operators  dc-^ 
scrihed  independently  a  similar  procedure,  Caldwell,  in  New  York, 
in  1893,  and  Luc,  in  I'rance,  in  1897.  In  detail  the  operation  con- 
sists in  creating;  a  counteropcning  yinto  the  antrum,  through  the 
outer  nasal  wall.  After  removing  the  anterior  wall  by  entering 
through  the  canine  fossa,  and  after  removing  the  diseased  lining^ 
membrane  of  the  antrum,  a  plug  of  gauze  is  intriKluced  into  the 
nasopharynx,  as  described  under  the  treatment  of  episLaxis  (Chapter 
XL),  to  prevent  the  blood  from  trickling  down  the  pharynx  and 
into  the  lower  respiratory  tract.  If  the  anterior  third  of  the  inferior 
turbinal  has  nut  previously  been  removed,  it  should  now  be  done 
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Fig.  376k— TirM  step  in  llic  Jnni^ri  antrinn  "ii.i.it. 


after  the  method  described  in  Chapter  XXXVl,  Fig.  372.  Through 
the  area  of  the  outer  nasal  wall  thus  exposed,  we  now  gain  entrance 
into  the  antrum.  The  opening  is  then  enlarged  by  resecting  with 
hone-culling  forceps  (F'K^-  3"**^.  '^"^  and  3r4>,  in  order  both  to  meet 
the  demand-:  for  iKTniancnl  free  drainage  and  to  overcome  the  tend- 
ency to  contract  during  the  after-treatment.  During  the  intranasal 
manipulation  the  operator  should  carefully  avoid  injuries  to  the 
nasal  septum. 

Having  created  an  ample  opening  the  antrum  is  now  cleansed, 
and  the  cavity  tiglitly  packed  with  strips  of  gauze  (5elvage-edged 
preferred).  The  mucoperiosteal  flap  of  the  canine  fos-sa -opening  is 
placed  in  posiiitin,  antl  sutured  witli  raigut.  The  plug  behind  the 
teeth  and  tlie  postna^l  plug  arc  now  both  removed. 

Jansen  has  devised  a  further  moditication  of  the  radical  opera- 
tion which  obviates  the  necessity  of  a  preliminary  opening  throagh 
the  canine  fossa.    The  ticps  are  as  follows: — 

1,  Dilate  the  nostril  widely. 

2.  Make  an  incision,  following  the  l>ne  of  juncttire  of  the 
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skin  and  mucous  membrane  of  the  vc^tilmlc  through  the  soft  tissues 
to  the  angle  formed  by  the  nasal  and  canine  walls  of  the  antrum. 

3.  Elevate  the  periosteum  tir«  toward  the  canine  fossa,  and 
afterward  from  the  anterior  portion  of  the  nastiainral  wall,  but 
without  penetrating  the  nostril  proper  nr  severing  the  inferior 
turbiiial.  Introduce  the  retractors  (Fig.  i'd),  one  toward  the  canine 
fossa  and  the  other  along  the  nasoaniral  wall,  and  retract  the  wound 
widely.  Then  break  tlirough  the  angle  above  described,  eiiher  with 
rongeur  force|iS  or  chisel,  ami  gradually  resect  the  bony  walls  in 
alt  directions  until  a  large  opening  has  been  made  (Fig.  277). 

4.  Remove  ihe  pathological  contents  of  the  antrum  and  flush 
with  saline  .'Solution. 

5.  Finally,    from    the    lower    point    of   the    primary    incision, 


Fig.  377. — Second  aicp  (resection  of  boiicj  in  Die  Janscn  antrum  operation. 

through  the  soft  tissues  extend  a  second  incision  backward  along 
the  nasal  tloor  for  the  purpose  of  eslablijihing  a  permanent  com- 
munication between  the  antrum  and  the  nasal  cavity.  The  antral 
cavity  is  then  packed  witli  gauze. 

6.  This  operation  can  be  performed  under  local  anesthesia. 

The  After-treatment. — Following  the  severe  traumatism  to 
which  the  antrum  and  the  surrounding  tissues  are  subjected,  the 
cheek  and  lower  eyelids  may  become  swollen  and  edematous. 
This  trniiblesome  complication  may  be  controlled  by  the  continuous 
application  of  ice-cloths  ovef  the  swollen  areas  for  from  twenty-four 
to  ihirly-iix  hours. 

The  primari'  packing  slumld  remain  undisturbed  for  about  five 
days,  after  which  the  dressings  should  be  changed  daily.  At  each 
dressing  the  antral  cavity  should  be  flushed  with  lukewarm  physio- 
logical salt  solution.  The  gauze  packing  may  be  dispensed  with 
after  the  third  week,  providing  the  granulations  are  healthy. 

For  the  patient's  comfort  it  is  well  to  caution  him  to  avoid 
masticating  his  food  upon  the  side  operated  upon  for  the  first  few 
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days.  The  further  after-treatment  aims  chiefly  at  cleanliness  and 
drainage.  Strong  antiseptics  tend  to  irritate  the  denuded  surfaces, 
and  are,  therefore,  contraindicated. 

The  patient  may  be  taught  to  flush  his  own  antrum  daily 
during  the  final  stage  of  the  treatment.  As  the  secretion  decreases 
the  number  of  douches  may  be  diminished,  but  it  is  advisable  to 
continue  at  least  one  treatment  each  day  until  the  discharge  ceases. 

In  cases  where  the  radical  operation  has  been  performed  with- 
out the  removal  of  the  lining  mucosa,  and  the  secretion  proves 
rebellious  to  gauze  packing  or  flushing,  local  applications  of  silver 
nitrate  increasing  from  2  to  10  per  cent,  or  of  argyrol  25  per  cent, 
solution  will  often  be  found  of  great  benefit.  The  same  measures 
are  advised  for  reducing  exuberant  granulations  in  the  wound 
cavity  or  around  the  orifice. 

Cysts. — Cysts  do  not  primarily  spring  from  the  antrum,  but 
develop  in  the  alveolar  process  of  the  superior  maxillary  bone,  and 
either  are  closed  or  perforat.ed  by  a  dental  root.  Hence,  they 
are  commonly  termed  dentigerous  cysts.  They  often  proliferate 
toward  and  into  the  antrum,  and  may  even  push  the  antrum  aside 
or  project  into  the  middle  meatus  of  the  nose.  In  one  of  the 
author's  cases  a  large  dental  cyst  was  opened  through  the  nasal 
floor.  The  cyst  extended  downward  into  the  alveolar  process  and 
a  counteropening  was  made  in  the  mouth.  These  cysts  contain  a 
hydropic  fluid  when  non-infected  and  cholesterin  crystals  may  be 
found ;  in  infected  cysts,  however,  the  contents  are  mucopurulent 
in  character,  or  else  of  a  doughy  or  cheesy  consistence.  The  occur- 
rence of  cysts  has  been  ascribed  to  the  retention  or  malformation  of 
teeth,  or  to  the  suppuration  of  dentoblasts.  These  cysts  often 
attain  a  considerable  size. 

Treatmemt. — Free  evacuation  through  a  large  opening,  irri- 
gation and  gauze  j)acking  are  sufticient  to  efl^cct  a  cure. 

Osteomata. 

Oslcomata  of  the  antrum  arc  rare.  They  spring  from  the 
periosteum  and  probably  are  of  congenital  origin.  They  are  of 
slow  growtti  and  may  attain  considerable  size  without  causing 
symptoms.  A\'hen  encroaching  on  the  nasal  cavity  the  usual  symp- 
tom is  ttiat  of  obstruction,  with  difficult  nasal  respiration.  They 
seldom  cause  pain,  and  in  this  differ  from  the  malignant  growths. 

Treatment. — The  treatment  is  surgical  (see  New  Growths  of 
the  Xose,  Chapter  XLII,  for  the  treatment  of  osteomata  of  the 
antrum). 


Fig.  378. — Orifices  of  the  iuimI  accvHOTy  sinus«s.    {Deavfr.  with  pcTTiiissmn.) 


a,  Fmntal  siniis. 

b.  Straw  in  iiifundibiilum. 

e.  Orifices  of  wilrriur  cthmnidal 
cells. 

d.  Rutin  fihtnoiHnlis. 

e,  Orificri  <if   poxirrinr  rtbmniilal 
cell?  Tti   suiirri'T  meatus. 

/.  Superior  ttirMtml  (ciitl. 

Straw    in    orilicc    of    cthmnidal 
cell. 
\,  Sphf-imidal  cell. 
('.  UiaptiraRHia  sellx. 
Caviini  scllx. 


k.  MiiWIe  tiirbinal  (cii1>. 

/,  Hinttis  srniilunaris. 

wi.  Straw  in  nasal  duct. 

M,  A«]i|i(ioral  orifice  of  antrnin  of 

Hifthmnre. 
o,  Sir;tw  in  orifice  of  anlruin  of 

HiKlini'^rr. 
f.  Middle  titrbinal  (cnO.    - 
fl.  Middle  meatti*. 
r.  Inferior  turbiiial. 
/,  Inferior  meatus. 
/.  Orifice  of  EuMadiian  lube. 


I'ig.  378fl. — The  al>noniiany  large  righl  front^tl  sinus,  minus  sc-ptA, 
ocL-U]}irft  tht-  erilJTc  right,  iiiiddlr  anil  Uic  major  jiartinn  (if  tin-  Irfl  suiira- 
orbital  rcgitins.  Tht  tlrawiiig  rcprescntu  the  head  lilted  forward  and 
downward.  Note  the  cMreinc  heiglit  of  [ht  sinus  in  the  nic<li;iii  portion 
and  the  anlernpnglcrior  depth  over  the  right  «rhit.  The  inner  wall  on  the 
led  shelves  fL-rward  and  forms  the  roof  o(  the  small  kfl  sinus.  Thc 
Utter  is  more  fully  Jllustriittd  in  the  EoIIowing  cut.  which  represents 
another  view  of  the  same  spvcinieii.     (From  Dtmnin^'s  coll«ction.J 


CHAPTER  XXXVUI. 

DISEASES  OK  THE  NASAL  ACCESSORY  SINUSES. 
(Conlinafd.) 


THE  FRONTAL  SINUSES. 

Surgical  Anatomy. — The  frontal  sinuses  belong  to  the  anterior 
group  of  the  accessory  sinuses.  They  are  two  irregular  and  some- 
what pyramidal  shaped  cavities,  located  above  the  orbits  and 
hetweeii  the  table.<  vi  the  frontal  bone,  upon  either  side  of  tlte  median 
line.  The  fnini^l  siiuiscK  arc  subject  tu  wide  variations,  both  in  size 
and  in  cnnfurniaiidn  ( l''ig?.  3H6  and  387».  'l"he  sinus  of  one  side 
often  is  much  lar-^cr  ilian  the  opposite  (I'ig.  i7Sa)  or  there  may  be 
but  a  single  ^inlI^.  and  in  rare  instances  they  are  absent  altogether. 

The  fioor  of  the  frontal  sinus  is  formed  mainly  by  the  orbital 
plate.  The  bahince  lies  ]>osterior  lo  the  articulation  of  the  frontal 
and  nasal  hones  and  the  nasal  process  of  the  superior  maxillary 
bnnc.  The  anterior  wall  is  f<»rmcd  by  the  outer  plate  of  the  frontal 
bom.-,  and  the  posterior  wall  by  Ihe  inner  plale  of  the  frontal  Ixnte. 

The  frontal  sinuses  are  lined  by  a  conlinnaliim  of  the  nincous 
membrane  of  the  nose,  minus  the  erectile  tissue,  and  each  sinus 
communicates  with  the  corresponding  na-ol  fi^s»;a  by  means  of  a 
passage  known  as  the  infiwdibulum  or  nasofrontal  duct,  which 
serves  both  for  drainage  and  aeration.  The  upper  portion  of  the 
infundihtilum  occupies  a  portion  of  the  nasal  part  of  the  sinus  Hoor, 
its  posterior  wall  forming  at  the  same  lime  the  anterior  wall  of  the 
anterior  ethmnidal  celt.  Unlike  the  sphenoidal  and  the  maxillary 
f'inuses,  the  itpenings  (ostiit  of  the  frontal  sinuses  lie  in  their  most 
dependent  portions  (Fig.  M?i)  and  thus  favor  spontaneous  drainage 
of  the  secretions.  The  ostium  of  a  frontal  sinus  is  rarely  more  than 
3  mm.  in  diameter,  and  often  it  is  less.  From  its  commencement 
in  the  nose  the  nasofrontal  duel  jiasses  upward,  forward  and  very 
slightly  outward.  Hence  a  probe  or  cannula  must  be  curved  in  con- 
formity with  its  course  in  order  to  enter  the  frontal  sinus. 

The  infundibuluni  terminates  below  in  the  hiatus  si'tnihtnaris 
(Fig.  378),  which  lies  in  the  middle  meatus,  between  the  proctssiiS 
unriitalus  am!  the  huUa  ctiiimndaiis.  Occasionally  this  duct  opens 
directly  into  the  antrum  of  Ilighmorc  or  the  buJla  ethmiiichJis. 

The  frontal  sinuses  are  separated  by  a  thin  septum  of  bone, 
which  occasionally  is  incomplete.  This  septum  may  be  straight  or 
deviated,  and  is  deeply  placed  behind  the  nasal  proces-s  of  the 
superior  maxillary  bone  and  near  the  inner  wall  of  the  orbit.  The 
termination  of  the  nasofrontal  duct  in  the  middle  meatus  is  about 
on  a  level  with  the  palpebral  fissure.  Intermediarv  septa  in  one  or 
both  .sinuses  are  common.  Zuckcrkandl  has  described  the  condition 
known  as  "bulla  frontalis"  an  encroachment  upon  the  lumen  of  the 
frontal  sinus  by  an  ethmoidal  cell. 

(587) 
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According  to  Morns,  frontal  sinuses  of  targe  dimensions  may 
measure  2  inches  from  side  to  side,  l,'-i  inches  anieroposteriorly, 
and  occupy  a  great  part  of  the  vertical  portion  of  the  frontal  bone. 
When  very  small  they  may  scarcely  extend  above  the  nasal  process. 
In  elderly  people  the  sinuses  tend  to  enlarge  as  a  result  of  senile 
bone  atrophy. 

The  frontal  sinuses  are  absent  before  the  seventh  year,  and 
they  develop  from  a  gradual  extension  or  pushing  upward  of  the 
hiatus  semilunaris.  With  the  progressive  separation  of  the  two 
tables  of  the  frontal  bone,  the  sinuses  continue  to  enlarge  until 
about  the  aj^e  of  twenty.  The  variations  in  size,  shape  and  position 
may  be  accounted  for  by  this  peculiar  method  of  development.  The 
anterior  wall  is  comparatively  thick,  and  in  proportion  to  the  size  of 
the  skull  the  sinuses  are  larger  in  men  than  in  women.  The  bony 
walls  arc  thinner  in  women  than  in  men,  and  they  may  become 
extremely  thin  in  old  persons  of  either  sex.  The  floor  or  pars 
orbitalis  is  the  thinnest  of  the  frontal  sinus  walls,  while  the  anterior 
wall  is  the  tliickcst. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  FRONTAL  SINUSES. 

Diseases  of  the  frontal  sinuses  occur  for  the  most  part  in  con- 
nection with  or  as  a  result  of  inflammatory  affections  which  have 
primarily  attacked  the  nasal  cavities.  Rarely  the  frontal  sinus  may 
be  primarily  diseased.  On  account  of  their  late  development,  dis- 
eases of  these  sinuses  are  uncommon  under  the  twentieth  year. 
The  frontal  sinus  diseases  herein  described  are  classified  as  fol- 
lows: 1,  simple  catarrhal  inflammation ;  2,  purulent  inflammation; 
empyema;  3.  periostitis  and  necrosis.  Cysts  and  mucocele  are 
palholof^ic  conditions  rarely  fuund  in  the  frontal  sinus.  Osteomata 
and  malignant  neoplasms  at  times  encroach  upon  the  frontal 
sinuses,  but  as  a  rule  they  originate  elsewhere. 

Simple  Catarrhal  Inflammation. 

Simple  catarrhal  inflammation  u-;urilly  r>cciirs  in  connection 
with  acute  rhinitis,  or  "cnld  in  the  head." 

Etiology.— F.liologically.  simple  catarrlial  inflammation  of  the 
frontal  sinuses  is  a  progressive  inflammatory  condition  which 
occurs  in  conjunction  with  acute  rhinitis.  It  extends  by  continuity 
from  the  nasal  mucous  membrane  to  that  of  the  sinus,  and  partakes 
of  the  characteristics  of  the  intranasal  inflammatory  process. 
Hence  the  etinlogv  corresponds  with  that  of  acute  rhinitis  (see 
Chapter  XXXlll).' 

Symptoms. —  It  is  comparatively  a  common  affection,  and  in 
the  milder  forms  is  characterized  l>y  localized  frontal  headache, 
sensations  of  pressure  in  the  frontal  region  and  about  the  eyes. 
These  phenomena  are  usually  intermittent,  and  may  be  renewed 
with  each  attack  of  acute  rhinitis.  In  the  severe  forms,  especially 
when  accompanied  with   temporary  occlusion   of  the   nasofrontal 
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iacf,  these  symptoms  become  more  severe  and  continuous.  Pres- 
sure on  liie  .siipraurhiial  plate  nr  percussion  uvcr  tlie  sinuses  during 
the  early  stages  elicits  consideraMc  tenderness  or  pain.  The  inter- 
ference with  the  air  pressure  within  the  sinus  aggravates  the  symp- 
toms and  modilics  the  resonance  (timbre)  oi  the  voice.  Retained 
secretions,  even  in  the  catarrhal  form,  give  rise  to  pressure  and 
hence  to  severe,  intermittent  pain- 
Diagnosis. — The  diagnosis  is  based  upon  the  nature  of  the 
i^l^aIla^a]  inflammation,  and  the  characteristic  symptums. 

Prognosis. — The  prognosis  is  g«^od,  barring  the  possibility  of 
the  inflammation  a'^suming'  a  pnrulent  type.  All  symptoms  usually 
subside  in  from  two  to  three  days. 

Treatment. — The  main  indication  for  trealmcnt  is  the  relief  of 
pain,  and  the  maintenance  of  drainage  through  the  nasofrontal  duct. 
The  cleansing  and  snothing  mcasiire'i  i)miined  for  acute  rhinitis 
should  form  a  part  of  the  treatment  of  this  affection,  Oiiring  the 
early  stage  considerable  relief  is  obtained  by  ihf  application  of 
small  iccbags  to  the  frontal  rejriou.  ]f  the  icebag  is  not  well 
borne,  hot  fomentations  may  give  greater  comfort.  When  the 
nasofrontal  duct  is  ohstrnrtcd  as  a  result  nf  the  inflammatory  proc- 
ess or  from  septal  deflection,  nasal  polypi,  or  enlargement  of  the 
middle  lurbinal,  the  swelling  and  lurpescence  should  be  temporarily 
reduced  by  applications  of  suprarenal  extract  in  the  region  of  the 
infundibuhim.  thereby  maintaining  drainage  of  the  pent-up  secre- 
tions. 

The  disease  subsides  rapidly,  providing  ample  di-ainagc  !■*  main- 
tained. It  is  inadvisable  to  attempt  to  wash  out  the  frontal  sinus 
by  intrnducing  a  cannula,  except  when  pus  is  present. 


Purulent  Inflammation  of  the  Frontal  Sinus  (Empyema, 
Acute  and  Chronic). 

The  purulent  form  of  frontal  sinusitis,  whether  acute  or 
chronic,  is  relatively  rare,  probably  on  account  of  the  free  drainage 
afforded  by  the  favorably  located  and  directed  nasofrontal  duct 
<Fig.  378).  The  acute  form  of  the  disease  is  more  common  Hian 
the  chronic. 

Etiology. — Purulent  inx'asion  of  the  frontal  sinus  docs  nnt 
occur  primarily  cxccjit  in  rare  instances,  as  the  result  of  external 
traumatism  of  the  frontal  bnne.  or  by  intranasal  operative  inter- 
ference, which  arouses  the  latent  bacterial  contents  of  the  sinus  to 
activity.  The  source  of  this  affection  is  almost  invariably  found 
in  some  morbid  process,  cither  within  the  nasal  passages  or  in  the 
remaining  accessory  cavities,  which  has  extended  by  continuity  to 
the  mucosa  of  the  frontal  sinus.  Traumatic  ulrcraiions  of  the  nasal 
mucosa,  foreign  bodies  in  the  nose,  including  maggots,  centipede? 
and  other  insects,  occlusion  of  the  nasofrr)ntnl  duct,  either  from 
tumors,  polypi,  septal  deflections  or  enlarged  turbiiials,  are  among 
the  causative  factors  of  a  more  oi  less  mechanical  nature.  Further- 
more, acute  or  chronic  purulent  inflammation  of  the  ethmoidal 
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labyrinth,  sphenoidal  sinus  or  the  maxillary  antrum  often  precedes 
the  invasion  of  the  frontal  sinus.  Uf  these,  purulent  ethmoiditis 
is  the  most  prolific  source  of  frontal  sinusitis,  especially  in  its 
chronic  form.  Acute  attacks  of  purulent  frontal  sinusitis  often 
arise  from  specific  infections  which  have  primarily  invaded  the 
nasal  mucosa.  Of  these,  la  grippe  and  the  exanthemata  are  types. 
Similarly,  but  less  rapidly,  tuberculosis,  syphilis,  ozena,  and  even 
neglected  chronic  rhinitis  may  extend  to  the  frontal  sinus.  In 
any  event,  barring  traumatism,  the  pathway  of  infection  must  be 
through  the  nasofrontal  duct,  and.  so  long  as  an  infective  or  purulent 
process  of  any  kind  continues  within  the  confines  of  the  nasal  cavi- 
ties, the  frontal  sinuses  may  become  infected. 

Pathology. — The  pathologic  changes  in  acute  frontal  sinusitis 
are  chiefly  confined  to  the  lining  mucosa,  which  becomes  inflamed, 
swollen  and  edematous.  In  severe  cases,  where  the  sinus  is 
temporarily  closed  (closed  empyema),  localized  hemorrhage  into 
the  tissue  occurs,  and  pus  fills  the  cavity. 

In  chronic  empyema  the  inflammatory  stage  is  followed  by 
thickening  of  the  mucosa  and  proliferations  of  connective  tissue, 
with  a  continuation  of  llie  pus  exudate.  Polypoid  degeneration 
of  the  lining  mucosa  is  less  common  in  the  frontal  than  in  the 
maxillary  sinus.  In  the  severer  forms  ulceration  of  the  mucosa, 
periostitis,  and  even  necrosis  of  the  bony  wails  may  ensue. 

Symptoms. — During  the  acute  stages  of  an  attack  the  chief 
symptoms  of  empyema  of  the  frontal  sinus  are  pain  and  the  dis- 
charge of  pus.  I'ain,  however,  is  the  predominating  symptom,  and 
even  in  the  chronic  cases  it  is  present,  caused  l>y  the  pressure  of  the 
pent-up  pus.  The  pain  varies  in  intensity  from  the  severe,  radiat- 
ing, lancinating  type  to  that  of  the  dull,  pressure-like  sensation 
known  as  "brow  ague."  It  is  located  oliietly  in  tlie  supraorbital 
region,  the  forehead  and  the  top  nf  ttie  head,  and  is  limited  to  one 
side.  It  is  often  of  a  neuralgic  character,  and  is  usually  worse  upon 
arising  in  tlie  morning.  As  tlie  day  advances  it  gradually  disap- 
pears and  the  patient  is  comparatively  free  from  pain  the  latter  part 
of  the  day  and  during  the  night.  Tiiis  Hajek  explains  upon 
mechanical  grounds ;  the  lying  position  of  the  patient  in  sleep  brings 
tlie  natural  exit  for  the  secretions  on  a  lii^hcr  level  and  so  causes 
pus  retention.  In  the  erect  position  drainage  from  the  frontal  sinus 
is  favored  and  the  pus  slowly  finds  an  exit  into  the  middle  meatus 
through  the  natural  channel,  with  abatement  nf  the  frontal  pain  and 
headache. 

The  eyeballs  occasionally  become  tender  and  painful.  Tender- 
ness either  upon  pressure  or  pcrcussi<in  upon  tlie  anterior  wall,  and 
more  so  upon  the  supraorbital  plate,  is  a  common  symptom.  In 
making  pressure  upon  the  supraorbital  plate  the  thumb  should  be 
inserted  deeply.  This  symptom  is  occasionally  accompanied  by 
nausea  and  vomiting.  The  flow  of  pus  is  usually  yellowish  at  first; 
later  it  becomes  lighter  in  cnlnr.  It  is  generally  constant  unless  the 
nasofrontal  duct  is  temporarily  occluded,  and  it  is  often  extremely 
offensive.    Increased  nasal  secretion,  purulent  or  mucopurulent,  is 
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observed  in  alt  cases.  Aprosexia.  anosmia,  eczema  of  the  nasal 
vestibule  and  occlusion  are  other  discomforts  complained  of  by 
these  patients.  Orbital  celliililis  i*  sumclimc*  seen,  and  rarely 
periosteal  abscess  and  jierforation  of  ihe  sinus  wall.  Whenever  the 
nasofrontal  duct  remains  occluded  for  a  considerable  period,  an 
accumulation  of  pus  results,  which  induces  pressure  symptoms,  the 
chief  of  which  arc  pain,  erosions  of  the  lining  mucosa,  necrosis  of 
the  sinus  walls,  or  exiernal  deformity,  often  with  more  or  less  dis- 
placement of  the  eycbal!.  The  latter  symptom  may  be  accompanied 
with  diplopia  nr  amaurosis. 

In  Ihe  ca^es  wliere  the  severity  of  tlie  infection  or  continuance 
of  pressure  gives  rise  to  erosions,  ulcerations  or  necrosis  of  the 


I'ig.  379.— Hcath'n    fmiital   »iiiti«  jirolic. 

ills,  an  extensive  infection  usually  ensues.  The  perforations 
Ccur  through  the  anterior  or  outer  wall.  throuRh  the  pars  orbilalis 
or  through  the  floor  of  the  sinus,  thus  producing  troublesome 
externa!  disch-ir^'c  and  considerable  exiernal  dcft)rmity.  inchiding 
orbital  cellulitis  and  displacement  of  the  eyeball,  with  or  without 
diplopia  or  amaurosis.  But  far  more  serious  consequences  ari?e 
when  the  pustcrior  wall  is  the  seat  of  a  necrotic  lesion,  which 
permits  an  invasion  of  infection  into  the  cranial  cavity,  with  a  sub- 
sequent development  of  purulent  meningitis  or  brain  abscess. 

The  examination  of  the  nares  is  conducti-d   in  precisely  the 
same  manner  as  fur  disease  of  the  maxillary  antrum  (sec  Chapter 


Fig^  380— Killian'i  fronLiI  siniii  CAnniiLi. 

XXXVII),  and  it  is  often  necessary  to  eliminate  the  anterior 
ethmoidal  cells  by  operation  in  order  to  determine  fully  whether  the 
frontal  sinus  is  the  scat  of  disease. 

Diagnosis. — The  history  of  the  case  furnishes  important  data 
upon  which  to  base  a  di.ignosis  of  empyema  of  the  frontal  sinus. 
Thus  the  characteristic  supraorbital,  frontal  and  parietal  pain,  the 
flow  of  pus  into  the  middle  meatus  of  the  nose,  the  tenderness  on 
pressure  and  percussion  over  the  supraorbital  and  frontal  walls, 
and  the  external  deformity  when  present,  furnish  presumptive  evi- 
dence of  frontal  sinus  disease,  especially  in  cases  wherein  disease  of 
the  ethmoidal  and  maxillary  sinuses  can  be  excluded.  The  demon- 
stration of  maggots  within  the  nasal  cavities  should  always  direct 
the  observer's  attention  to  the  frontal  sinuses.  In  a  limited  propor- 
tion of  cases  it  is  possible  to  insert  a  bent  probe  (Fig.  379)  into  the 
frontal  sinus  through  the  nasofrontal  duct  and  observe  a  pus  How 
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npon  ks  withdrawal,  or  to  introduce  a  cannula  {Vig.  380)  and  wash 
out  the  secretion  (Fig.  381).  The  latter  procedure  is  ffrcaiiy  facili- 
tated hy  a  preliminary  removal  ol  the  anterior  third  of  the  middle 
turhinal  and  the  anu-rior  ethmoidal  cells.  A  dia<;nnitis  shuuld  never 
be  based  on  pain  over  the  frontal  alone,  inasmuch  as  this  symptom 
.40  frequently  accompanies  atfections  of  the  sphenoidal  and  eth- 
moidal cavities  that  it  is  not  charactcrtt^tic  for  any  uf  the  conUitiDn&. 
Transillumination  (Tig.  382)  is  less  satisfactory  in  determining 
di.iea.sc  of  the  frontal  sinus  than  of  the  maxillary  antrum,  inasmuch 
as  these  sinuses  are  so  often  unequally  developed,  varying  in  kuC' 


Pig.  381.— latraoiuuU  draifluve  of  thefrontnl  »inux.  Prom  n^tottcbed 
D«flrative  ilKiwiog  drslaaife  tube  la  positWa  la  the  Idl  fronl^U  siaus.  and 
caaoala  In  ptsltloa  Id  ttie  right  frontal  slna^.     (/nga/s,  wMb  pernii*sloiii.> 

and  conformity.  Thu.<i  a  dark  area  upon  the  affected  side  may  indi- 
cate either  the  presence  of  secretion  in  the  »inus,  or  an  exlreiocly 
small  sinus  may  account  for  the  phenomena.  U  po»^ihle  the  trans- 
illumiii;itiiiii  slmulil  he  siii>plcnifnled  liy  a  sltla'^raph. 

Skiagraphy  of  the  Accessory  Sinuses  of  the  Nose. — Skiag^raphy 
of  the  accc<.st.ry  sinusc*  of  the  ttose  v*as  tirsl  advocated  hy  Killian, 
hut  it  has  been  perfected  in  America,  mechanically  by  Caldwell  and 
cHnically  by  Coaklcv. 

According  lu  Caldwell,*   radiographs  of  the  nasal   accessory 

t  "SkiaRraphy  of  ihr  Sinuses  o(  tlic  fintf."  .Amrrican  Quarterly  RoMit- 
RfTioIo^.  January.  1907.  "Further  Oliwrvatiotis  on  the  K«cntirfn-r«y  Ex- 
amination of  the  Ac»»ftory  N'a<i.il  Sinunea."  Transartions  of  the  Amcricaa 
Laryngological,  Rhinolofcical  and  Otological  Society,  190&. 


Fig.  385. — The  skiaijraph  showa  m-nrl/  symmetrical  frontal  siiuises 
contaiiiiiig  mimcrotis  septa.  (From  collection  of  the  Manhattan  Eye, 
Ear  an<l  Throat  Hotpilal.) 
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sinuses  rc^juire  accurate  calculations  cf  the  measurements  of  tfce" 
skull,  the  hat  appliances  obiaiiiabic,  and  e»pcciallv  to  liavc  tubes  of 
high  penetration  (about  nine  or  ten  of  the  Benoisi  scale). 

The  plates  slumld  he  currcspiindinKly  "fast,"  inasmuch  as  unfl«r 
the  moitt  favorable  circumstances  the  tubes  miut  be  !iuh)ectcd  to 
great  strain  in  order  to  produce  a  good  skiagraph  of  the  acceiisory 
sinuses. 

Furthermore  every  minute  detail  regarding  technique  must  be 
observed — the  angle  ■•(  direction  of  the  rays,  the  p':isition  of  Ihe 
head,  the  distance  of  the  target  of  the  tube  from  the  head,  and  the 
length  of  Ihe  exposure  are  among  the  more  important  requircmeni'. 

Finally,  the  safety   of  the  patient   mu-^t    be   considered.      lie 
recommends  that  the  target  of  the  tube  he  placed  at  a  distance  ulj 
about  18  inches  from  the  patient's  head,  and  about  twenty  sccondsj 
as  tfie  usual  time  of  exposure  for  the  anteroposterior  projection,  and* 
about  ten  seconds  for  the  transverse  priijection.     In  the  accom- 
l>anyin^  illustraiinn  (Fig.  383)  both  a  correct  and  incorrect  anglr 
of  prujcciiun  arc  shown.     The  chief  purpose  of  the  transverse  prr>-j 
jection  (Fig.  387)  is  to  portray  the  depth  of  the  frontal  sinus  fur 
surgical   purpcxscs,   but   it   oi'tcn  aids  m   interpreting  the   anterc^ 
posterior  projection. 

He  deprecates  the  employment  of  the  terms  "X-ray   pbol 
graph."  inasmuch  a.s  the  skiagraph  projections  do  not  portray  ai 
object  as  the  eye  would  see  it.  and  at  best  is  but  a  composite  shadow' 
of  the  objects  which  intervene  between  the  source  of  the  rays  atul, 
the  photographic  plate. 

From  the  above  comments  it  becomes  apparent  that  Kocntgen- 
ray  specialists  only  are  capable  of  producing  reliat)lc  skin-^mjihs  at] 
the  nasal  accessory  sinu'^es.     From  a  pathological  standpoint   the] 
skiagraphic  plates  arc  interpreted  as  follows:     L'pon  exainininj;  a 
negative  the  outline  of  a  healthy  sinus  is  distinct,  clearly  tlehned, 
its  septa  arc  visible  and  its  entire  area  is  dark.    In  euntradislinctini 
the  outline^  of  a  diseased  sinus  arc  ill-dclined,  with  a  light,  ■  ' 
cloudy  area.     rh(itn[.'raphic  prints  do  not   reveal  the   full 
which  are  protraycd   in   the  original   negatives.      Ry   placing    tho 
ncgativr  in  a  shadow   box   in  a  dark   room   the  details   are   bcs 
revealed. 

A  good  .<klagrapb  of  the  frontal  sinuses,  the  ethmoidal  laby- 
rinths and  the  maxillary  sinuses  is  of  inestimable  diagnostic  value. 
The  skiagraph  ser\'cs  a  double  purpose,  particularly  in  the  fnmial 
sinuses,  inasmuch  as  tlie  anteroposterior  projection  determines  the 
probable  pathological  condition  (Fig.  3R4|  and  ibc  height,  breadth 
and  comparative  size  nf  buth  cavities  and  their  septa  (['"ig.  385). 
while  the  lateral  projection  outlines  their  depth  and  height.  Thn* 
in  Fig.  386  asymmetrical  frontal  sinuses  are  shown.  In  Fig.  387.  a 
lateral  view,  the  depth  of  the  frontal  sinus  is  plainly  seen.  Small 
asymmetrical  frontal  sinuses  arc  shown  in  Fig.  388.  In  Fig.  389  the 
skiagraph  shows  an  absence  of  Ixith  frontal  sinuses.  Fig-.  300 
illustrates  •slightly  asymmetrical  frontal  sinuses,  and  the  left  frontal 
sinus,  maxillary  antrum  and  ethmoidal  cells  contain  fluid. 


Lnrr 


Fig.  Jii4.— The  <.-li>ii(Iy  ;i|)iicarancc  shown  in  right  frfniia!  sinus,  rth- 
ntoidal  cells  and  maxillary  aninim  indicalcs  tinpycma  of  these  cavili«».  Jri 
conlrailistinction  chr  cIcamesB  of  iht  opposite  «inu»M  indicates  the  healthy 
condition  of  tliesc  cavities.  (From  collection  of  the  Manhattan  Eye, 
Ear  and  Throat  Hospital.) 


kFig,  2&fj.— The  skia^.iph  ithows  a  v«t>-  liTgt  risht  and  small  left 
front:il  simis.  Ijolh  cont.ilniiiR  sepia.  ( ['rom  collection  of  the  Manhattan 
£yc.  Ear  aii<I  Throat  Hospital.) 
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Pig.  387.— Lateral  projeclion,  ehowing  llic  depth  of  Ihc  (rotital  sinuseg. 
(From  the  author's  collection.) 
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sufficient.  After  applying  cocaine  and  adrenalin  to  the  tissues 
surrounding  the  ostium,  the  frontal  sinus  cannula  should  be 
introduced  (Kig.  381).  The  sohition  is  gently  forced  into  the 
sinus  by  means  of  a  piston  syringe.  Previous  to  irrigating  the 
sinus  all  retained  secretions  should  be  removed  from  the  nasal 
cavity.  A  reappearance  of  pus  immediately  after  irrigation  of  the 
sinus  is  abundant  evidence  that  the  douching  has  been  eflfective. 
The  entrance  of  fluid  into  the  frontal  sinus  produces  an  immediate 
sensation  of  fullness  and  pain  in  tiie  supraorbital  region.  The 
return  fiow  is  immediate  unless  the  cannula  completely  blocks  the 
lumen  of  the  duct,  in  which  event  the  contents  of  the  sinus  may  be 
withdrawn  througli  the  cannula,  iiy  means  of  suction. 

Irrigation  of  tlie  sinus  is  usually  followed  by  a  copious  dis- 
charge of  pus,  mixed  with  the  remains  of  the  solution  which  has 
been  employed,  and  it  is  quite  common  for  comparatively  severe 
attacks  to  subside  under  tliis  form  of  treatment.  Furthermore 
intelligent  patients  often  are  able  to  acquire  the  necessary  skill  to 
pass  the  cannula  and  irrigate  tlieir  own  sinuses. 

l'nft)rtunately,  in  many  patients  who  suffer  from  acute 
empyema  of  the  frontal  sinus  it  is  impossible  to  insert  a  probe  or 
cannula  on  account  of  nbstructinns  in  the  form  of  enlargement  of  the 
anterior  end  of  the  middle  turbinal,  swollen  and  edematous  nasal 
mucosa,  polypi  whicti  surround  and  block  the  nasofrontal  duct,  or 
an  unusually  large  bulla  ethmoidalis.  I'ndcr  these  circumstances 
it  becomes  imperative  to  resort  to  surgical  measures.  These  are 
fully  outlined  in  tlie  remarks  upon  the  intranasal  surgical  treat- 
ment of  chronic  empyema  of  tlie  frontal  sinus,  in  the  following 
paragraphs : — 

Treatment  of  Chronic  Empyema. — Two  general  methods  are 
employed  fur  tiic  treatment  of  clironic  empyema  of  the  frontal 
sinus:  {For  dcscri])tion  of  siiclion  treatment  sec  pajje  ^77.) 

(a)  Tlic  intranasal  treatment  (local  and  surgical)  ; 

(/')   Treatment  by  extcriial   (riulii'al)    nperatinn. 

Tlic  merits  of  Imth  inelhnd-;  de]>eii(l  upnn  the  duration  and 
extent  of  tlie  disease,  the  si/e  of  the  i^iiius  and  the  number  of  septa 
which  it  c(Mitains.  and  t!ie  j)resencc  or  absence  of  similar  involve- 
ment of  the  neighboring  sinnsc-^. 

A  sinus  of  nindfratc  size  which  i-^  free  from  septa,  and  without 
extensive  jtathological  changes  in  the  lining  mucosa  or  osseous 
walls,  is  usually  amonalile  to  treatment  by  the  intranasal  route. 
This  especirillv  is  true  in  cases  nf  empyen^a  of  the  frontal  sinus 
which  are  cnniptirated  by  jnuuk'nt  etbmoiditis,  wherein  by  a  pre- 
liminary excavatiitn  of  ilie  anterior  etlimnidal  cells  the  obstruction 
to  the  nasofrontal  duct  is  overcome  and  access  to  the  frontal  sinus 
flirough  its  ostium  is  j^rnvidetl. 

On  the  nthcr  band,  when  <leep--;eatc(l  pathological  changes  have 
taken  place  in  Ihe  lining  mucosa  or  osseous  walls  of  a  sinus  of  large 
size  and  deep  antiToptistorior  dimensions,  and  which  contains  one 
or  more  septa  (Fig.  38.^").  the  more  radical  external  operative  pro- 
cedures become  necessary. 
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(o)  Tnu  Intranasal  '1'reatment. — The  intranasal  treaiinent  uf 
chronic  empvcma  of  the  fruiital  sinus  shuiild  he  ciniOuclcd  abuul  as 
JoIIuws; — 

1.  Resort  tcni[>orarily  to  the  simple  measures  heretofore  outlineri 
for  acute  frontal  sinusitis,  liu]})iig  ttiereby  to  vstablisli  drainage  and  a 
luai  cure. 

2.  When  jKissihle  to  insert  a  cannula  (Kig.  3K1).  irrii-aie  the 
frontal  sinns  two  or  three  times  flaily. 

3.  \\  hcncvcr  the  cthuioiiJal  labyrinlli  is  the  scat  of  a  compHcating 
ipiirulciit  intlamniation.  the  middle  turbinal  should  l>c  removed  (Fig. 
l25S)    and    liic    anierior   ctlimoi'dal    cells    excavated    (sec    Chapter 

:XX1X),  after  which  the  daily  irrigations  of  the  frontal  sinus  arc 
'Continued. 


ao 
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Fig.  3'}i. — Kalle's  frotitiil  linus  burrs  and  itaindlc. 

4.  If  a  polypus  protrudes  from  the  exit  of  the  nasofrontal  duct, 
it  should  l)c  seized  and  withdrawn. 

5.  It  is  feasible  to  ciiret  (gently)  the  nasofrontal  tlnct,  proA'iding 
it  is  easy  of  accc-s*.  ami  even  to  enlarge  il  by  cnretling  its  anterior  wa\\. 

5.  Surgical  enlargement  of  Ihc  nasofrontal  duct  by  the  removal 
of  surrounding  lione. 

Surgical  enlargement  of  the  nasofrontal  ihici  throughout  It^  entire 
course  promotes  drainage,  permits  a  certain  amonni  of  curettage  of  the 
intcriur  of  the  sinns.  and  remlcrs  it  fairly  accessible  to  lavage.  Unfor- 
tunately, the  procedure  is  attended  by  certain  dangers,  enumerated  as 
follows : — 

{a)  The  sinui  may  he  absent,  in  which  event  the  drill  or  trephine 
migJit  penetrate  tlic  meninges. 

(b)  liy  wounrling  the  iilfaclf)ry  fissure,  which  lies  toward  the 
me<lian  line,  a  pathway  would  be  opened  for  infection  to  invade  the 
meninges 
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(f)  Injury  to  the  inner  plate  of  the  frontal  bone. 

Halle  employs  a  series  of  burrs  and  drills  (Fig.  391)  and  by 
cutting  forward  removes  a  portion  of  the  floor  of  the  sinus.  The 
posterior  wall  of  the  nasofrontal  duct  and  the  inner  table  of  the  frontal 
bone  are  guarded  by  a  grooved  protector  which  is  previously  intro- 
duced. The  mucous  membrane  of  the  sinus  is  thus,  to  a  considerable 
extent,  exposed  to  view  and  may  be  subjected  to  further  surgical 
treatment. 

An  ingenious  method  for  enlarging  the  nasofrontal  duct  has  been 
devised  by  Ingals,-  by  which  a  pilot  probe  is  first  passed  through  the 
duct  into  the  sinus  and  left  in  situ,  after  which  a  hollow  burr  attached 
to  a  flexible  sheath  (Fig.  392)  is  slipped  over  it  up  to  the  nasal  open- 
ing. The  handle  is  then  attached  to  the  chuck  of  a  dental  engine  or 
motor,  by  which  means  the  burr  is  gradually  forced  along  the  retain- 
ing probe  until  it  burrows  its  way  into  the  sinus.  The  entire 
instrument  is  then  withdrawn,  and  by  means  of  a  packer  absorbent 
gauze    medicated    with    95    per    cent,    carbolic    acid    is    introduced 


Hg,  392. — Ingals's  pilot  burr,    j^,  pilot;  /i,  burr;  C,  shield. 

through  the  cnlarjicd  canal  and  drawn  I)ackward,  cauterizing  its 
entire  length.  A  permanent  ^'nld  irrigating  tube,  the  sinus  end  of 
which  lias  received  several  lungitudinal  slits,  producing  a  flare 
which  is  temporarily  maintained  at  the  size  of  the  tube  by  means 
of  a  gelatin  capsule  ( i'lg.  393),  is  then  introduced  into  the  sinus. 
The  gelatin  sunn  dissolves  and  the  free  ends  of  the  cannula  spread 
and  thus  hold  it  in  place.  This  method  obviates  some  of  the  dangers 
and  in  favorable  cases  mav  effect  a  cure,  without  external  deformity. 

(&)  Treatment  nv  External  (Radical')  Operation. — Objects 
to  he  attained:  IlricHy  stated  the  purpose  of  the  external  (radical) 
operation  upon  the  frontal  sinus  is  to  eradicate  the  diseased  mucosa 
which  lines  its  walls,  to  excavate  all  necrosis  of  its  bony  walls  and 
surrounding  structures,  to  remove  such  portions  of  the  anterior  and 
inferior  walls  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  out  the  operative  technique 
and  to  insure  drainage,  and  finally  to  obliterate  the  entire  cavity, 
including  its  infundibulum,  in  the  hope  that  by  so  doing  the  rami- 
fications of  the  disease  will  be  terminated  once  and  for  all. 

\'arinus  method';  of  external  operation  have  been  devised.  Owing 
to  the  marked  variations  and  abnormalities  in  the  frontal  sinuses,  both 


2  Transactions  of  the  AnuTican  Laryiigological,  Rhinological  and  Oto- 
logical  Society,  1905,  p.  183. 
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as  to  size,  shape  and  the  presence  or  absence  of  septa,  ami  to  I  lie 
variable  character  and  extent  of  Ihe  disease,  it  is  obvious  that  any 
[external  opcraiivc  procedure  must  be  the  subjert  of  acenraie  selec- 
lion,  ba-scd  upon  wise  judgment  and  careful  orientation  regarding- 
Ihe  anatomical  relations  in  each  individual  case. 

Indications. — txternal  operative  interference  is  indicated  in  acute 
purulent  frontal  sinusitis  whenever  the  usual  intrunasol  methods  have- 


urn 


PijC-  3i>3.— InKuU'n  fnititiil  «inux  (lrMina>;e  lube.  Actual  site  Al  Ihc 
top  is  rIiowd  Lbe  tulw  op«n:  At  lh«  t^xtreme  left,  purl  o(  »  cipt^ule  which 
Is  to  cover  U  for  intn>itiicli>>n;  between  ttiU  and  the  tulie  the  uctual  'itw 
of  Ihe  tube,  und  ut  tl>e  riKhl.  Ihc  mxc  iinc]  shape  >it  the  luwer  eud  (i(  Ihe 
tube.  Beluv.  Ihe  tube  Ls  Khttwii  with  the  ^apsult:  applied  rendy  (L>r  iulru- 
dtictlon. 

failed  to  check  the  juis  formation,  or  the  intlaniniatorv  cundiiioiis. 
Such  conditions  are  evidenced  by  continued  pain,  failure  to  establish 
free  drainage  tliruu(j;h  the  nasofrontal  duct,  external  swelling,  tueniu- 
gcal  irritation.  di|)lopia.  or  .severe  vertigo,  and  in  chronic  cases  whenever 
curettage  of  accomiKinying  diseased  ethmoid  cells,  removal  of  polypi 
and  irrigation  have  failed. 


I'ig.  K4. — Killbii's  pJir-ltitiB  foix-vin. 

In  detail  the  indications  for  tlie  external  (radical)  opcraticjij  upon 
Ihe  frontal  sinus  arc : — 

(o)  When  aNwiciatcd  with  chronic  purulent  intlauimatinn  of  (lie 
anterior  cthmoi<lal  cells,  or  of  the  entire  group  of  accessory  sinu.-;es 
ipansinuiitis),  in  which  degenerative  changes  in  the  lining  mucosa 
have  taken  place. 

(6)  When  permanent  rcmis5ion  of  5>-inptoins  does  not  follow  Ihe 
intranasal  pnx'ednres  enumerated  in  the  preceding  paragraphs,  espe- 
'sially  the  removal  of  the  anterior  end  of  the  middle  inrbimil  and 
irrigation  of  the  sinus. 

(f)  \Vhcn  the  skiagraph  reveal<  not  only  empyema,  but  sinuses 
^o(  large  dimctistuns  with  multiple  septa. 
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(d)  When  necrosis  oE  the  walls  of  the  sinus  and  fistula  are 
manifest. 

((■)  Wiien  ilic  conformity  of  the  nose  renders  intranasal  treat- 
ment difficuh  or  impossible,  or  wlien  anomalies  of  drainage  are  sus- 
pected, f .(/..  drainage  of  the  frontal  sinus  into  the  maxillary  antrum. 

Until  about  twelve  years  ago  the  radical  operative  trealmcut  of 
purulent  frontal  sinu&itis  was  resorted  to  only  in  tlie  presence  of 
dangerous  complications  or  pstuUc.  The  oj>crative  era  was  inaugura.ted 
in  1893  by  Luc.  Kuhnt,  Jansen.  Killian,  and  others. 


Pig.  3£U.  — Killian's  oper^ktiito.     First  step,  showitij;  line  of  lottlnl  lo' 
ciiiloa  M'ithslittfat  triinxvemcculaneouHcuu.     The  laiiinl  InLCiiuQ  Ik  niN(l«- 
thruugh  tbe  soil  structure  tu  the  periunteuui.     {Harmon  SntitA,  wltta  p«i^ 
niisBioa.) 


The  Luc  Opfration  (the  OgsioH-Luc  procedure). — In  this  opera- 
tion the  primary  jncisifin  extends  along  the  supraorbital  ridge. 
OT'cr  its  inner  one-third,  cotncncing  al«out  1  ccnlimctcr  from  the  median 
line.  After  retracting  the  pe^io^teum  the  anterior  wall  of  Uic  sinus 
is  partially  rejected.  Tlirough  this  o|>ening  tl)c  cavity  of  the  sinus  is 
scraped  and  free  communication  established  into  the  nasal  cavity, 
through  the  nasofrontal  duct.  The  entire  external  wound  in  then 
closed  by  suttires. 

The  Kuhnt  Operation. — In  Kuhnt's  operation  the  anterior  wM 
of  the  sinus  is  entirely  remove<l,  a  veritcal  incision  l>cing  carried  upward 
from  the  mesial  end  of  the  primary  ind-iion  along  the  eyebrow.  The 
(utirc  membranous  lining  and  all  bony  septa  arc  ttien  removed  from  thi^ 
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5inU5.  The  anterior  ctliinoitial  cells  also  arc  removal  when  diseased. 
Kuhnt  personally  advised  that  the  external  wound  should  not  be  closed, 
and  that  a  wide  communication  with  the  naf^al  cavity  as  a  septic 
centre  should  be  avoided,  providing  tlie  ethmoidal  labyrinth  is 
healthy.  Luc  atid  IJajek  mudilied  the  operation  by  introducing  a 
drainape  tube  from  llic  sinus  caviiy  into  the  nose  and  closing  ilic 
external  wnnnd.  thus  securing  far  better  cosmetic  results.  Ler- 
moyez  and  Tillcy  follow  practically  the  same  procedure. 

Tilt-  KillioH  Oprratio'i. — The  Killiau  upcratiun  is  favorwl  by  a 


Fig.  336.— KUJian's  operation.  Second  step  shuwing  soft  tissues 
rBtra«lcd,  and  liacs  <i(  pcriiKitcal  ihcJMODs.  {/lannon  SmitA,  with 
pcnniKHiua.) 

majority  of  rhinologists.  it  is  somewhat  complicated  in  technique,  but 
the  excellent  cosmetic  resulis  aitained.  the  wirle-open  drainage  into 
the  naT*al  cavity  and  the  admirable  opportunity  which  tlicrcby  is 
afforded  to  excavate  tlie  ethmoidal  labyrinth  and  the  sphenoidal 
sinus  are  strong  arguments  in  its  favor. 

Technique- — The  steps  of  the  oijcration  are  as  follows  f  Harmon 
Smith's  description  of  the  technique  is  herein  adopted  in  part)  : — 

The  patient  is  prepared  in  accordance  witit  approved  surgical 
requirement*.  The  operation  is  perforn»ei1  imder  general  anc-slhcsia. 
At  the  time  of  operation.  a«  soon  as  the  aiicstheiic  has  been  admin- 
istered, the  operative  field  should  again  I»e  carefulfv  scrubbed  with 
cllicr  solution,  the  eyelids  covered  with  pledgets  of  sterile  gauze,  a 
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rubber  cap  so  placed  upon  the  head  as  to  include  all  the  hair,  and 
this  in  turn  covered  by  a  mois.i  bichlorid  towel.  If  pct^siblc  there 
should  be  two  assistants  besides  the  ancsthclizer  and  nurses. 

The  eyebrow  is  not  shaved,  but.  if  the  brow  is  "heavy"  and  ihc 
hairs  long,  they  may  be  clippeii.  Three  or  four  long  tampons  of 
abiorbent  cutlon  are  then  introduce*!  deeply  into  the  nasal  cavity  of  the 
side  to  be  operated  upon,  by  means  of  Ihe  Killian  forceps  (Kig.  3*M>. 

Tlie  incision  which  divides  the  skin,  subcutaneous  and  muscular 
tissues,  bul  tio(  Ihc  periosteum,  is  then  extende<I  from  the  miter  third 
of  the  orbit,  through  the  centre  of  the  hair  line  to  the  root  o(  the 


Fifr  397.— The  Killtan  protector. 

nose  and  thence  curved  sharply  downward  and  slightly  outward  to 
a  point  slig^hilv  below  the  inferior  margin  of  the  nasal  hone  (Fig. 
395). 

The  line  of  incision  is  ntarkc<l  by  several  slight  crosscuts  for  the 
pur]>ose  of  [wrfcrt  coaptation  nf  ihe  wound  margins  upon  the  com- 
pletion of  the  operation,  The  soft  tissues  are  then  retracted  from  the 
periosteum  to  prepare  ihc  way  for  the  periosteal  incisions. 

The  Periosteal  Incisions. — 1.  The  periosteum  is  divided  trans- 
versely, from  the  n>e<lian  line  of  the  forehead  to  the  outer  extremity  of 
the  wuiitid,  parallel  to  bul  in  a  plane  abniit  f>  millimeters  aliove  the 
supraorbital  ridKC. 

2.  A  second  periosteal  incision  is  commenced  at  a  point  underneath 
the  supraorbital  ridge  and  just  internal  to  the  attachment  of  the  pulley 


Fig.  39R-Killiafl"s  V-shapcd  chiKl. 

of  Uie  superior  obli<^ue  muscle,  knd  is  extended  downwar<l  along  the 
line  of  the  primary  mci.Mun  (l*ig.  396).  The  periosteum  is  elevated 
upward  from  the  transverse  incision  untd  the  anterior  wall  of  the  simw 
is  fully  exposed,  and  downward  from  the  lower  incision  until  the  inner 
third  of  the  supraorbital  wall  (floor  of  the  sinus)  is  denuded.  Mean- 
time the  eve  should  be  ]irotected  by  means  of  the  Killian  iirolector 
(Fig.  .197): 

This  leaves  a  strip  of  periosteum  undctachcd  from  the  bridge  of 
bone  which  is  to  serve  the  purpose  of  maintaining  ihc  contour  of  the 
parts. 

3.  The  retraction  of  the  periosteum  from  the  supraorbital  region 
gives  rise  to  severe  hemorrhage,  and  this  space  should  be  packed  with 
ganze  which  has  been  saturated  with  adrenalin  solution  1 :  5CXX),  |>ciiding 
tlie  removal  of  the  anterior  wall  of  the  sinus. 

4.  Enter  tlie  anterior  wall  of  Uie  sinus  by  means  of  gotiec  iu>d 


Fir.  399.— Kill ian's  operatitm,  third  step.  1.  The  brirlRP  of  bone  with 
its  periosteal  covering  left  in  plucr  for  iip'inliltn};  thi-  soft  ti!iMir<i  upon 
ftos\ir»-  iif  l^lc  wntincl  J.  Tht-  mlranci-  llirmitih  llitr  n*  |i1aiiuiii  into  the 
cflimoiibl  trail  rxt<:ntlinf{  twicfc  into  the  sphenoid.  3.  The  size  o£  ihc  sinus 
in  this  case  with  its  irrfsular  outlines  and  dccii  sulci,  4.  The  liltli-  nicks  in 
iht  initial  iiK-ision  which  must  be  approximatrd  in  cl>niiiis  the  wounds  to 
preserve  the  integrity  ai  the  jiaris.     (Ifarmon  Snii<h,  with  permission.) 
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mallet,  just  above  the  bridge  of  bone  lying  between  the  periosteal 
incisions. 

5.  From  iJiis  [Kjlnt,  using  ilie  Killiaii  V-slia]>etl  chisel  (Tig.  398), 
excavate  a  groove  of  bone,  following  transversely  from  the  primary 
opening  al<:mg  tlic  line  of  the  firnt  perirvitcal  incision  to  the  outer  angle 
of  the  wound.  Remove  a  large  section  of  tlie  anterior  wall  of  the  sinus 
with  rongeur  forceps. 

During  the  ninnval  of  the  Imnc  of  the  oulcr  (anterior)  wall  it  is 
unnecessary  to  break  tbrotiKh  the  underlying  nnicosa.  After  sufficient 
bone  has  been  removed,  an  incision  <!hould  be  ina<le  through  the  mucouii 


Fig  400.— Killian'*  oprraiiun.  I.airral  njipcarniicc  aflcf  divitimg  tlic 
head.  a.  Entr^incc  tliroitgh  os  ]>latnim  and  orbit  into  the  ethmoidal  tract 
b.  The  ctlniioidal  tract,  c.  Sphenoidal  sinus,  d.  Line  of  altachnient  o£ 
midrilc  tvirbinatc.  f.  Inferior  turbinate.  (Harmon  Smitli,  with  pmnia* 
won  ) 


inembranc,  and  its  thickness  and  general  condition  iiole<l.  ]t  is  not 
utiUMial  tu  iind  diseased,  edematous  mucous  tncnibrarie  of  a  thickne.s.s  of 
1  centimeter.  I'u-s  in  large  quantities  is  not  always  present,  but  the 
space  may  lye  partially  or  wholly  occupied  by  tliicltened  membrane  and 
edcmatons  pol}^)!. 

6.  Having  probed  the  sinus  to  verify  the  skiagraphic  estimate  of 
its  extent,  the  remaining  portion  of  the  outer  wall  should  be  removed 
with  rongeur  forceps  and  chisel. 

7.  Remove  the  entire  conients  of  the  sinu.*;,  including  the  lining 
muco-sa.  with  a  sharp  curct,  and  break  down  all  septa  and  smooth  off 
all  rough  e<lge!i  of  bone  (Fig.  399). 
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8.  RctUTn  to  tlie  lower  portion  of  ihe  wound,  withdraw  ihc 
gauze  packing,  and  lUcn  remove  lUc  inferior  (supraorbital)  wall  of 
the  sinus,  meanwhile  guarding  the  bridge  of  lione  wliich  is  to  be 
left  ifi  situ.  This  opening  shuuld  he  extended  toward  the  luttal 
bridge  and  downward  a  considerable  distance  to  farilitatc  further 
operative  procedures.  The  latter  recjuires  the  removal  of  the  frontal 
process    of    the    superior    maxillary    and    the    entire    ^inus    door 


Fig.  401.— HrOiimg's  f(>rt:v|>s. 

9.  When  the  cihmoidat  laliyrinth  is  ilisease*!  ihc  cmiPC  system  of 
cells  sbouM  be  removed,  one  after  anollier.  including  the  mirJiUe 
turbinal  (I-'ig.  4001.  In  this  prwccdurt  all  carele-ts  nianiinjlatinn  of 
inslrumenis  shouM  be  avoided,  es|>ectally  when  exia-  l.yn 

of  the  cribriliirm  plate.    The  evulsiun  f'Tceps  1 1';  ,  k- 

ably  effective  instrument  for  rcmc»viiig  the  diseased  rUnii-'i.lal  tcil>  ami 
their  retained  i>olypi.  and  it  is  pfo|>ortionaicly  a  vai'c  inMnnncnl. 


Fig.  402.    uniiiwnUrs  s^eufildal 
forceps. 


Likewise  remove  the  anterior  wall  of  tlic  sphenoidal  sinus  and 
niret  its  cavity  (Fig.  400V  'Hie  Grunwald  Iwne  forceps  (Fig.  402) 
arc  most  serviceable  and  effective  for  biting  away  the  bony  aDicriar 
wall.  Complete  the  operation  by  carefully  removing  any  rcmatnioi; 
membranous  linini;  of  the  nasofrontal  duct.  In  case  the  inner  (vt>- 
ceral)  cranial  table  is  erodeil  at  any  [loint,  remove  the  necrosed  bone 
and  expose  a  cunsiilerable  area  of  ihira. 

10.  Irrigate  the  woun<l  with  a  warm  phystological  salt  snlution. 
wipe  the  surfaces  dry,  and  pack  Utc  wound  lightly  from  the  rititcr  angle 
forward,  with  one  strip  oi  gauze,  anil  pu».h  its  remaining  end 
downward  through  the  frontonasal  o|>ening  into  tiie  vc^iibuk  of  ihe 
iwse,  Likewise  pack  the  ethmoidal  and  sphenoidal  regions.  Close 
Ihe  external  wound  with  :>uturcs,  which  should  include  the  pcrios- 
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im,  particularly  about  the  inner  angle  of  the  eye.  In  closing  tlie 
WKund.  advantage  slioulO  be  taken  of  the  ismall  cross  incisions 
I^I'ig.  395)  io  insure  ijcrfecl  coapiaiinn  of  ihc  soft  tissues. 

Killian  employs  line-wire  sutures  with  excellent  results.  They 
are  ot)jcctionablc  on  accciunt  (if  Ihc  severe  pain  which  is  induced  by 
Iheir  remnval.  The  author  commends  silkworm  gut  for  closing  the 
external  wound. 

lleftire  applying  the  external  dressings  the  falty  tissues  of  the  orbit 
should  he  carefully  pressi'd  upward  into  the  sinus  cavity.  Pads  of 
t^uze  are  then  placed  over  the  closed  eye,  and  Inosc  gauzp  over  the 


i'ig.  401— A  complete  wl  of  insininmiw  for  operating  upon  tbe 
iiaaal  accctiwry  atnuscs. 

entire  operative  liehl,  and  a  firm  bandage  applied.  A  complete  set 
of  instruments  for  perfnrniinfj  the  operation  upon  the  nasal  acces- 
sory sinuses  is  shown  tn  Fig.  4A,^. 

After-treatment. — The  patient  should  lie  on  the  healthy  side 
for  the  most  part,  and  blowing  of  the  nose  should  be  forbidden.  He 
must  aspirate  the  secretions  backward  into  the  [jharynx.  ami  tlius  avoid 
inflation  of  the  fmiiial  vinus.  Change  the  outer  dressings  daily  and 
the  inner  gauze  packing  on  the  second  or  third  day,  and  dailv  there- 
after.    Remove  the  sutures  in  from  the  fourth  to  the  seventh  day. 

As  a  rule,  irrigation  should  he  dispensed  with.  The  care  of  the 
internal  wound  may  extend  over  a  period  of  from  one  to  three  months, 
Exulwrant  granulations  must  be  reduced  by  applications  of  nitrate  of 
.silver  or  fused  chromic  acid.    The  deformity  gradually  becomes  less 
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noticeable  as  the  sinus  cavity  bccumes  tilled  in  wiiU  granulaiious  and 

ihc  orbital  fal. 

Finally,  if  a  ilisfigtiriitg  dcpresMon  reKuIls,  it  may  be  fille*!  in  by 
6ubcutani^uus  injccttuna  of  paraHiii. 

Killian  claims  thai  this  itptraiinn.  wlien  skillfully  performed, 
results  in  hut  little  external  deformity,  requires  hut  a  short  snjoum 
in  the  hospital,  and  is  adaptable  to  the  majority  of  cases.  In  actuat 
practice  this  claim  is  well  founded. 

furthermore,  the  Killian  operation  is  particularly  a]>plicahle  in 
cases  which  are  cniiiplicated  by  eilimniilal  anil  s]>i)enoidal  disease  (Fig. 


Fig.  404. — Photograjib  shuwing  eosmrtk  remits  of  a  KilUan  frontal 
siiuis  jutd  antrum  opcmdon  upon  the  kft  sid«.    (.\iilhor's  case.) 

400).  Figures  4f>'l  and  405  are  pholnjjraphs  of  two  cases  of  unilat- 
eral pansinusitis,  where  the  author  employed  the  Killian  operatkm 
with  but  sli^fhl  external  defoniiily. 

The  [vxiERXAL  (  Kaoicai.)  Oi-eratiom  bv  the  Open  Method,— 
The  radical  operation  by  the  open  method  is  advocated  by  many 
American  rhinulogists.  in  this  operation  tlic  entire  aiilerior  wall  of 
tlic  frontal  sinus  is  removed  precisely  as  in  the  Kuhnl  prwdhire.  The 
mucous  membrane  lining  the  cavity  of  the  sinus  and  all  septa  are 
entirely  removed.  A  strip  of  gauze  is  drawn  downwani  throtigh  the 
infundibtilum  into  the  nose  and  "seesawc<r'  liack  and  fortlt  until  tlie 
mucous  mcmhranc  of  the  frontonasal  duct  is  denuded;  when  the 
neinhboriiig  ethmoidal  cell*  are  diseased  they  are  broken  down  and 
itmovcd. 
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The  entire  ilcnitdetl  cavity  is  then  )>ackcil  with  gauze.  Drainage 
into  the  nasal  cavity  is  avyided  by  packing  Ihe  wouml  externally  from 
below  upward,  thus  leaving  the  lower  pi)rtKtn  In  granulate  ami  cIum;  t>ff. 
The  tirst  packing  should  Ixith  fill  tlic  wound  in  ilie  hone  an<t  widely 
separate  the  skin  wound.  The  wound  cavity  is  thus  allowed  to  granu- 
late and  heal  from  the  bottom  in  the  manner  usually  adopted  in  bone 
operations  elsewhere,  notably  those  upiin  the  mastoid  process.  The 
entire  wound  and  the  surrounding  area  arc  covered  with  sterile  dress- 
ings am)  a  bandage  is  applied.  Thereafter  the  wouml  is  drcssetl  as  an 
open  wound.  The  deep  dressings  are  changed  on  the  sixth  day.  pro- 
viding no  untoward  .symptoms  arise.  The  outer  ilrcssitigs  should  Ix; 
changed  daily. 

The  granulations  finally  fill  the  wound  cavity  in  about  five  or  six 
weeks.  In  the  nicanlitne  its  coninuinicalioii  with  tlie  nose  will  have 
terminated  by  the  growth  of  granulations 
from  below.  On  account  of  the  scar,  which 
is  as  a  rule  adherent,  the  deformity  following 
this  operation  is  more  conspicuous  than  in 
llut  fnmi  the  Killian  operaltim.  The  de- 
formity may  be  partially  overcome  by  resect- 
ing the  scar  at  a  subsequent  operation,  or  by 
a  subcutaneous  injection  of  paraflin. 

I)iFFirn,TiES  AND  Dancf.rs  Associatkfj 
WITH  THK  External  (Raoilal)  OrEBATioN 
uiHJK  THE  FnoNTAr,  StsvS' — 1.  It  IS  dinicuU 
to  obtain  the  patient's  consent  to  so  formid- 
able a  procedure,  which  may  possibly  disfigure 
the  face.  In  the  authors  case  hereinafter 
reported  it  was  only  after  repeated  warnings. 
covering  a  period  of  several  innnllis.  Ibat 
the  patient  finally  submitted  to  operation. 

2.  It  cannot  truthfully  be  affirmed  that 
the  operation  invariably  is  without  danger, 
inasmuch  as  taialities  occur  which  are  in  no 

wise  due  to  faulty  technique,  Tilly,  St.  Clair  Thomson.  Milligan.  Lack. 
Turner  and  others  of  like  skill  and  cx[)eriencc  have  rc[Kirtc<l  fatal  cases. 
It  is  to  be  rcgrelled  that  so  few  operators  publish  the  rcfunt:*  of  their 
fatalities,  live  of  which  were  reported  by  Luc  out  of  bis  lirst  thirty 
operations.  The  majority  of  fatal  cases  are  those  wherein  the  infection 
airea<ly  has  invaded  the  meninges,  with  resutlaut  local  or  general 
meningeal  inflammation,  or  brain  abscess.  One  fatal  case  in  tlic 
authors  practice  resulted  from  a  sudden  extension  of  a  brain  abscess 
which  uiidiiubiedly  had  existed,  unaccompanied  by  serious  syni])tim)s, 
for  some  months. 

For  five  months  this  patient  repeatedly  had  been  urged  to  submit 
to  an  external  (radical)  operation  upon  both  frontal  sinuses,  on  account 
of  the  apparent  extensive  changes  which  had  taken  place  in  the  lining 
mucosa  of  these  cavities.  .Xt  times  he  had  suffered  from  frontal  head- 
ache, which  was  attributed  to  the  pressure  of  the  masses  of  polypi  in 
his  sinuses,  and  to  exacerbations  of  the  inflammation.    During  lliis 
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1"  JR.  4" *.-■.— \.  usnirl'it 
results  r>f  a  Killian 
rronl:il  eiiiiis  operation 
iipun  the  hit  liide.  (An* 
tlior's  case  ) 
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period  his  anterior  ethmoidal  cells  had  been  excavated  through 
the  nares.  The  diagnosis  was  verified  by  a  skiagraph.  He  finally 
gave  his  consent  and  the  external  operation  was  performed  upon 
l>oth  sinuses.  They  were  extensively  diseased.  The  after-treatment 
was  by  the  open  method. 

Several  days  after  the  operation  the  patient  began  to  complain  of 
headache,  which  was  greatest  in  the  frontal  and  occipital  reg'ions. 
He  fiad  one  slight  chill  l)ut  no  acceleration  of  temperature,  and  no 
choked  disk  or  other  ocular  symptoms.  His  attending  physician 
reported  that  a  large  amount  of  pus  was  flowing  from  his  nose  and 
considerable  into  his  sinus  wound.  His  weakness  continued,  the 
pain  increased,  and  hnally  a  swelling  appeared  over  the  right  frontal 
region,  extending  ly^  inches  above  the  eyebrow.  Three  days  later 
he  had  become  partially  unconscious,  his  temperature  was  101^°, 
the  pulse  lOf)  and  the  respiration  28,  At  this  time  it  was  impossible 
to  make  a  satisfactory  examination  of  the  fundi.  There  was  slight 
muscular  twitching  and  some  rigidity  of  the  neck.  There  was  an 
enormous  swelling  over  the  frontal  bone,  toward  the  right  side. 

Second  Opcraiwu. — Tlie  old  scars  were  reopened  and  the  scalp 
thrown  upward,  uncovering  the  entire  lower  portion  of  the  frontal  bone, 
the  outer  table  of  wliieh  was  necrotic.  .\t  a  point  about  one  inch 
above  the  upper  border  of  llie  frontal  sinus  there  were  two  small 
listulous  openings  communicating  with  the  cranial  cavity,  from 
which  there  was  a  flow  *>l  pus  apparently  under  pressure.  The  sur- 
rounding nccrosc<l  hniu'  was  quickly  curetted  and  the  exposed  dura 
was  covered  with  granulations,  except  at  the  point  from  which  the 
pus  made  its  exit.  Upon  enlarging  the  opening  in  the  dura  a  lar^ 
abscess  was  found  in  the  frontal  lobe.  The  abscess  was  treated  m 
the  usual  manner,  but  the  jiatient  never  regained  consciousness  and 
died  two  days  later.  The  temperature  follnwing  t)peration  ranged 
between  10+"  and  106".  Had  this  patient  consented  to  the  opera- 
tinn  four  mnntlis  cjirlier  his  life  might  have  been  saved. 

3.  Meningitis  may  be  present  eillier  as  a  recognized  state  or  in 
its  inci]>ienl  stage,  even  at  the  time  of  the  operation,  in  which  event 
the  patient's  life  is  jcnpanlizcd  iini  by  tlie  operation,  but  by  the 
accompanying  mciiingcil  iiivohcincnt. 

4.  If,  cUiriiig  tlie  operation,  the  dura  is  exposed,  either  accidentally 
or  by  intent  lor  the  ]Hir])osc  of  rcnuiving  necrosed  bone,  the 
exposure  should  be  enlarged  sufficiently  to  permit  free  drainage  from 
its  surface.     Otherwise  there  is  danger  from  infection. 

5.  I'"inally,  the  lowered  vitality  and  lack  ()f  resistance  which  result 
frr»ni  tlie  long-continued  suppuralioij  from  the  nasal  accessory 
sinuses  pre<li<pose  tu  renewed  infection. 


CHAPTER  XXXIX. 

DISEASES  OK  THE  NASAL  ACCESSORY  SINUSES. 
{ConlmHrd.') 


I.  THE  ETHMOIDAL   SINUSES   (ANTERIOR   AND 
POSTERIOR  ETHMOIDAL  CELLS). 

Anatomy. — The  ethmoidal  sinuses,  usually  described  a*  eth- 
moidal cells,  arc  practically  absent  at  birth.  They  develop  gradually 
during  infancy  and  L-liililhood,  Ijy  a  process  of  protrusion  into  the 
cartilaginous  ethmoid  (Lack;.  They  lie  within  the  two  sides  of  the 
ethmoid  hone,  each  set  of  cells  having  at  Icafit  two  subdivisions, 
which  are  termed  l!ic  anterior  and  the  posterior  ethmoid  cells  (i-'igs. 
363,  378  and  400).  This  classilicaiion  is  based  upon  their  location 
in  tile  ethmoid  bone  and  upon  the  meatus  into  which  they  drain. 
The  anterior  ethmoidal  cells,  numbering  from  two  to  eight,  arc 
generally  smaller  than  the  posterior  and  they  open  into  the  middle 
meatus.  The  posterior  ethmoidal  celts,  fewer  in  number  and  larger 
in  size,  are  u.tually  situated  upon  a  plane  sliglitly  lower  than  the 
anterior,  and  open  into  the  superior  meatus.  In  general  they  occupy 
the  region  above  and  external  to  tlic  middle  turbinal.  The  orbital 
plate  constitutes  the  outer  boundary,  and  ihe  cribriform  plate  the 
superior  boundary  of  these  cells,  which  rarely  extend  beyond  the 
confines  of  the  ethmoid  bone.  Sometimes  an  ethmoidal  cell 
encroaches  on  the  frontal  sinus,  when  it  i.<  known  as  a  fronto- 
ethmoidal  cell.  The  cavities  arc  asymmetrical  and  of  irregular  size 
and  number,  and  tugellier  these  arc  often  spoken  of  as  the  ethmoidal 
labyrinths. 

The  separation  of  the  ethmoidal  cells  from  the  hrain  is  by 
means  of  thin,  but  rather  dense  bony  walls,  and  a  portion  of  the 
orbital  plate  is  sometimes  substituted  by  membrane.  The  optic 
nerve  commonly  lies  in  direct  relation  to  the  posterior  group  of 
ethmoidal  cells  {Pig.  405).  A  similar  relationship  exists  between 
the  ethmoidal  cells  and  the  remaining  accessory  sinuses  (sphe- 
noidal, frontal  and  maxillary),  from  which  normally  they  are  walled 
oflf  by  thin,  bony  septa.  Tlie  latter  readily  become  broken  down  as 
a  result  of  prolonged  purtilent  prncesses.  and  thus  open  up  a  direct 
pathway  of  infection  to  the  neighboring  sinuses.  F-ich  ethmoidal 
sinus  as  a  whnle  varies  from  2'-^  to  3  cm.  in  length  and  from  1  to 
1)6  cm.  both  in  height  and  width.  When  Iiealthy  and  but  few  in 
number  each  cell  has  a  direct  opening  intn  the  nasal  cavity,  btit 
when  diseased  ttieir  septa  are  prone  to  break  down,  and  as  a  result 
they  open  freely  into  each  other. 

The  ethmoidal  cells  are  lined  by  a  mucous  membrane  which  is 
mnch  thinner  and  less  dense  in  construction  than  that  of  the  frontal 
and  maxillary  sinuses. 

»  (609) 
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DISEASES  OP  THE  ETHMOIDAL  CELLS. 

The  afTccLioiis  of  tlic  ethmoidal  cells  lierein  described  arc: — ' 
I,  Acuic  ititlammaliun. 
3.  Chronic  purulent  etiimoiditis. 

Other  iesiuns.  particularly  the   neoplaMn«.  are  considered  ii 
the  general  chapter  on  Neoplasms  of  the  Nose. 

I.  Acute  Inflammation  of  the  Ethmoidal  Cells. 

Definition, — An    actitc    inflammatory-    invasion    nf    the    Uiunf^ 
metnhrane  of  the  ethmoidal  cells,  usually  occurring  b«  on  exteni«iutti| 
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Fiff.  40(1. — L«fl  B{>h«tioi(l  {tts)  small,  not  in  rvIaiKm  Mnlh  chtusiii .  riwlit 

ShL-noiO  {nd\  aiiparcntly  douMc,  on  account  of  a  riilgc  io  rclaiian  with 
iasm  iiostrriftrly .  relation  of  [>ostcrit)r  t-thmotd  t-dls  dv/'J.  ttf^d^  wril 
shown  al  (>ostrn>MilifrtiaI  angle;  ii*,  sfii,  frmitat  simiws:  m,  cui,  tiiter- 
mil  larotid.     fLorb,  with  pcrmisuon.) 

from  acute  rhinitis,  and  accompanied  by  altered  sceretions,  with  or 
without  releniiori. 

Etiology. — The  most  common  cause  of  acute  ethmoidilis  is 
acute  riiiniiiii.  Invasion  iff  the  ethmoidal  ceU»  i»  mure  likely  to 
occur  in  cases  wherein  the  accompanying  rhinitis  is  the  result  of] 
definite  infectinn'i  like  the  grippe,  the  exanthemata,  typhoid  fever, 
sepsis  from  intranasal  operations,  and  tertiary  ^^yphilis.  Further-1 
more,  the  tthniuidal  involvement  may  occur  by  direct  extension 
from  tli.li  of  :i  nciRhhoring  accessory  sinus. 

Pathology. — The  pailiolugiral  changes  are  characterized  by 
turgesccncc  of  the  mucosal  lining  of  the  cells  involved,  and  more 
or  less  swelling  and  redness  of  the  muc<^a  of  the  mi<!dle  turUin.iI, 
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and  a  profuse  outpouring  of  mucus,  mucopurulent  or  purulent 
secretion.  When  retention  of  secretions  occurs,  the  mucosa  both 
within  and  surrounding  the  cells  involved  becomes  edematous ;  mean- 
while bulging  of  the  cell  walls  and  external  swelling  may  ensue. 

Symptoms. — The  symptoms  vary  in  accordance  with  the  group 
of  cells  which  are  involved,  the  severity  of  the  process  and  the 
degree  of  retention  of  the  secretions.  In  its  simplest  form  and 
when  due  to  simple  acute  rhinitis  there  is  a  sensation  of  fullness 
between  the  eyes,  and  occasionally  moderate  pain  in  the  ethmoidal 
region  and  about  the  nasal  bones.  Unless  retention  occurs  the 
attack  subsides  with  the  cessation  of  the  acute  rhinitis.  In  cases 
wherein  the  sinus  openings  (ostei)  become  occluded  as  a  result  of 
inflammatory  thickening,  from  polypi  or  otlicr  tumors,  or  as  a 
result  of  intranasal  obstruction  (septal  deflections,  enlarged  or 
deformed  turbinals,  etc.),  the  symptoms  are  proportionately  more 
severe  and  prolonged. 

The  pressure  of  the  retained  secretions  induces  pain  between 
the  eyes,  which  may  radiate  to  the  orbital  and  frontal  regions,  and 
tenderness  on  pressure  over  the  ethmoidal  region.  Nasal  respira- 
tion becomes  impeded  and  external  swelling  may  ensue.  During 
the  early  stages  the  secretion  is  mucoid  or  mucopurulent,  but  in 
severe  types,  especially  wlien  retention  nf  the  secretions  is  pro- 
longed, it  becomes  purulent.  In  the  majority  of  cases  the  pent-up 
secretions  finally  force  an  outlet  througli  the  normal  openings  of 
the  cells,  and  relief  immediately  ensues.  In  others  relief  is  obtained 
by  appropriate  treatment.  LUit,  if  the  disease  is  permitted  to 
progress  without  either  spontaneous  recovery  or  relief  by  treat- 
ment, it  may  eventuate  in  chronic  etlimoiditis. 

Diagnosis. — The  diagnosis  of  acute  ethmoiditis  when  the  dis- 
ease is  confined  to  the  anterior  group  of  cells  is  comparatively 
simple.  The  history,  the  symptoms,  the  swollen  and  inflamed 
appearance  of  the  middle  turbinal  tissues,  and  the  flow  of  secretions 
from  the  middle  meatus,  in  tlie  absence  of  positive  signs  of  frontal 
sinusitis  and  maxillary  sinusitis,  is  usually  sufficient  to  establish  a 
diagnosis. 

Treatment. — Primarily  the  underlying  acute  rhinitis  should 
receive  prompt  and  vigorous  treatment  (see  Chapter  XXXIII), 
and  measures  should  be  adopted  that  will  favor  the  customary 
free  drainage  of  the  ethmoidal  cells.  In  case  of  retention  of  the 
secretions  within  the  ethmoidal  cells  efforts  should  be  made  to 
establish  drainage,  and  the  following  procedures  are  advised: — 

After  spraying  the  nostril  with  warm  alkaline  solution,  a  small 
amount  of  a  solution  of  cocaine  4  per  cent,  in  adrenalin  1:5000 
should  be  sprayed  directly  upon  the  tissues  of  the  middle  turbinal 
and  the  lateral  nasal  wall  of  the  middle  meatus.  After  a  few 
minutes  small  flattened-out  tampons  of  absorbent  cotton  soaked 
with  the  same  solution  (Fig.  347)  are  gently  crowded  into  the  chink 
between  the  middle  turbinal  and  the  lateral  nasal  wall  and  allowed 
to  remain  for  twenty  minutes.  The  contraction  of  the  swollen 
tissues  following  this  procedure  serves  to  open  the  ostei  of  the  cells 
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and  release  the  pent-up  secretions.  Several  repetitions  of  this  pro- 
cedure covering;  varyinj^'  periods,  purlicularly  in  severe  cases,  are 
often  necessary,  both  for  the  relief  of  symptoms  and  to  establish  an 
open  drainage  of  the  cells. 

In  case  of  obstructitin  of  drainage  resulting  from  polypi, 
enlarged  middle  turbinals.  or  dcHeciions  nf  the  septum,  it  sometimes 
becomes  necessary  to  resort  to  appropriate  operative  procedures  in 
order  to  obtain  relief.  As  the  acute  rliinitis  and  ethmoiditis  sul>- 
side,  mild  astringents  may  be  applied  to  the  mucosa  of  the  ethmoi- 
dal regions.  I'or  this  purpose  an  application  of  a  25  per  cent 
solution  of  argyrdl  is  elTeciive.  'I'lic  Douglas  formula  of  benzoinol 
(see  page  4%)  has  a  slightly  astringent  and  at  he  same  time  a  most 
soothing  efTect.  and  may  be  freely  emplnycd  as  a  spray. 

Local  l)K)odletting,  through  a  series  of  incisions  into  the  mucous 
membrane,  along  the  anterior  and  inferior  surfaces  of  the  middle 
turbinal  and  along  the  lateral  nasal  wall  in  the  vicinity  of  the  hiatus 
semilunaris,  is  recommended  by  Lake. 

2.  Chronic  Purulent  Ethmoiditis. 

Definition. — Tiiis  afl'ection  is  characterized  by  a  chronic  inflam- 
matory process  which  inv<.»lvcs  the  mucosa  ot  the  ethmoidal  cells, 
attended  by  a  purulent  discharge.  W'licn  drainage  is  free  and 
unimpeded  the  empyema  is  Icrnicd  *'o])en."  Prolonged  retention 
of  secretion  from  closure  of  the  openings  of  the  cells  is  defmcd  as 
"closed  empyema." 

Etiology. — Ttepcated  attacks  of  acute  ethmoiditis,  superinduced 
both  by  acute  and  chronic  rhinitis,  accuunt  for  a  large  proportion 
of  all  cases  of  the  chronic  form  of  (lie  disease. 

The  cnntribuling  and  olien  ili'ttTinining  causes  are; — 

(a)  Specific  inftctinns.  such  as  inlUicnza,  nKa^les.  scarlet  fever, 
diphtheria,  and  typhnid  fever. 

(h)   'riie  ravages  of  intranasal  tertiary  syphilis,  and  neoplasms. 

(ci  ICxhan-^tinii  fmm  di-jc-i^i',  ci  iii>litiili<inal  I  aim.  perverted 
habits,  bad  hygienic  surrounding-;,  nr  overindulgence  in  tobacco  and 
alcohol. 

(d)  Obstruction  ..|  tlie  openings  (o-tei)  of  the  cells  from 
hyperplasia,  edenialous  polypi,  enlarged  or  cystic  turbinals,  or 
septal  (letU'Ctions. 

(■■)    t\>ncurrenl  eni])yenia  nf  the  neighboring  .sinuses. 

(/l  Tatliological  changes  in  the  structure  of  ibe  mucosa  nf  the 
cells  and  in  llieir  bony  walls,  wliich  liave  resnhed  directly  from 
acute  attacks  of  purulent  etlnnoidili-^, 

Pathology. — Pathological  changes  in  the  mucnperiosleal  lining 
of  llie  cells,  ill  the  order  of  oi'cnrrencc.  Comprise:  1.  intlanimatory 
thickening,  edema  and  dc-tructtoii  of  the  cili;iled  epithelium;  2. 
as  ibe  hyperplasia  e\lenils  to  the  -^ubmucosa  and  jteriosteum. 
edeniatou-i  lumi^rs  (pulypii  are  prone  l'>  <lovelop.  and  may  protrude 
through  the  ostei  nf  tlic  cells;  .^.  in  ca-es  of  closed  empyema,  pres- 
sure of  the  rel.'iined  secretions  may  eventuate  in  destruction  of  the 
cell  walls,  and  escape  of  jiurulent  secretion,  either  into  the  orbit,  the 
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or  the  cranial  cavily.  Il  is  quite  common  for  ttie  dividing 
between  one  ur  iiimre  cells  thus  lu  lireak  down  and  form  unc 
larjre  cell,  which  may  hccomc  ihc  scat  '>f  lattnt  empyema  or  contain 
a  mucocele.  According  to  Hajek,  the  polypi,  bulk  within  the  cells 
and  .surrounding  the  middle  lurbitial.  are  the  product  of  a  chronic 
hyperplastic  intlamination  of  the  mcnd)ranous  covering  of  the 
etnmoid,  the  anatomical  topography  of  the  ethmoid  bone  bcinjf 
conducive  to  this  cdcmalous  muciius-nu-ml>rane  de^'eneratinn. 

The  patlioloirical  chanyc>i  may  invulvc  unc  or  more  cells  of  the 
anterior  or  the  po^tt■^io^  j^rotip,  on  one  or  both  sides  of  the  nose. 

Symptoms  and  Course. — I'ain  is  not  a  constant  symptom  of 
chronic  purulent  cthmoiditis  except  during  exacerbations.  The 
pain  is  usually  described  as  a  dull,  heavy  sensation  of  pressure 
between  the  eyes,  which  often  radiates  into  the  frontal  region.  It  is 
also  experienced  at  the  base  of  the  5knll  when  the  posterior  eth- 
moidal cells  arc  involved.  Tenderness  on  pressure  is  rare  except 
during  exacerbations,  when  it  may  be  elicited  by  pressure  inward 
and  backward,  at  a  point  between  the  inner  canlhus  of  the  eye  and 
the  nasofrontal  and  nasomaxillary  articulations. 

Pus  discharge  from  the  ethmoidal  cells  is  the  most  prominent 
and  constant  symptom  of  this  disease.  I'nlike  the  maxillary 
antrum,  the  discharge  from  the  ethmoidal  cells  is  more  likely  to 
be  constant,  and  it  is  more  ]>rofusc  whtn  the  patient  is  in  an  upright 
position.  Furthermore,  there  is  a  quick  return  uf  pus  after  wiping 
out  tlic  middle  meatus.  A  single  polypu.s  may  project  fnmi  the 
ostium  of  the  maxillary  or  the  fmntal  sinus;  but  a  pus  discharge 
flowing  over  the  surfaces  of  several  small  polypi,  situated  about  the 
under  surface  of  the  middle  turbinal,  and  the  space  between  that 
body  and  the  lateral  nasal  wall,  Is  presumptive  evidence  of  purulent 
involvement  of  one  or  more  cells  of  the  anterior  group,  which 
may  or  may  not  be  independent  of  concurrcni  empyema  of  Ihc 
frontal  and  maxillary  sinuses. 

The  intimate  relation  of  the  outlets  of  Ihc  frontal  and  max- 
illary sinuses  with  those  nf  the  anterior  ethmoidal  cells  renders  it 
extremely  diflicuh  to  determine  the  source  of  pus  which  accumu- 
lates or  Hows  from  the  middle  meatus  external  to  the  middle 
turbinal.  By  carefully  plugging  that  part  of  tlie  middle  meatus 
lying  above  the  ostium, maxillare.  it  is  sometitncs  possible  to  shut 
off  the  (low  from  the  nasofrontal  duct  and  the  anterior  ethmoidal 
cells,  in  which  event,  if  the  flow  continues,  it  probably  comes  from 
the  maxillary  antrum. 

It  is  more  difficult,  and  often  impossible,  to  differentiate 
between  the  flow  from  the  nasofrontal  duct  and  the  anterior  eth- 
moidal cells.  In  the  former  the  pus  usually  is  located  high  up  and 
well  forward  in  the  hiatus  semilunaris.  .Attempts  have  been  made 
— and  sometimes  sncces^fully — lo  shut  off  the  opening  of  the  hiatus 
semilunaris  bv  inserting  imall  plugs  high  up.  .X  cessation  of  dis- 
charge following  this  procedure  is  evidence  of  frontal  sinus 
empyema,  and.  per  contra,  a  continuation  of  the  flow  would  indicate 
empyema  of  the  anterior  ethmoidal  cells  or  maxillary  antrum. 
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The  discharge  from  the  posterior  group  of  ethmoidal  cells 
flows  into  the  superior  meatus,  and  may  be  seen  in  the  olfactory 
fissure  between  the  septum  and  the  middle  turbinal ;  but  in  the 
main  it  flows  backward  and  downward  into  the  postnasal  space. 

Open  empyema  of  the  ethmoidal  cells,  even  when  chronic,  may 
pass  through  latent  periods,  the  latent  periods  being  characterized 
by  a  partial  or  complete  cessation  of  pus  flow  and  of  the  general 
symptoms  of  the  disease,  and  also  by  the  absence  of  visible  and 
palpable  indications  of  disease  of  the  parts.  This  latent  condition 
is  possible  only  in  cases  where  no  deep-seated  structural  changes 
have  taken  place  as  a  result  of  tlie  prolonged  infection.  Necrosis  of 
the  middle  turbinal  and  ethmoidal  cells  is  rare.  When  present  it 
may  be  determined  by  means  of  tlie  examining  probe.  Further 
evidence  of  ethmoidal  empyema  is  found  in  the  structural  changes 
in  tlie  middle  turbinal,  whereby  its  anterior  and  inferior  portions 
become  cystic.  External  swelling  and  protrusion  of  the  inner  wall 
of  the  orbit,  pus  sinuses  in  the  region  of  tlie  inner  canthus,  or  fiat- 
teninj,'  or  enlargement  of  the  side  of  the  nose  arc  the  chief  external 
evidences  of  extensive  distention  of  the  ethmoidal  cells. 

In  chronic  purulent  ethmoiditis  the  discharge  is  commonly 
profuse,  and  during  the  night  considerable  collections  both  of  fluid 
and  inspissated  pus  accumulate  in  the  postnasal  space.  Crust 
Rccumulati<)ns  in  the  middle  nasal  meatus  are  common  and  may 
simulate  fizena.  Polypi,  usually  multiple,  are  a  common  complica- 
tion, and  they  niav  occupy  tlic  cavities  of  tlie  cells,  protrude  from 
tlieir  openings,  or  spring  from  the  free  surface  of  the  middle  turbinal. 
When  polypi  spring  from  the  posterior  third  of  the  middle  turbinal, 
strong  presumptive  evidence  of  empyema  of  the  posterior  group  of 
ethmoidal  cells  is  tlicreby  furnished. 

It  is  often  difficult  to  differentiate  empyema  of  the  posterior 
ethmoidal  cells  from  empyema  of  the  sphenoidal  sinus.  More 
recent  researches  have  siiown  that  changes  in  the  ethmoid  bone 
(caries)  are  bv  no  nu-ans  rare  in  prolnnged  empyema  of  the  eth- 
moidal cells,  (inuiwald  demonstrated  tliis  condition  in  31  out  of 
S5  cases  of  ethmoidal  suppuration. 

As  a  result  of  prolonged  i)re>sure  of  the  retained  secretions,  in 
retention  cases,  the  cavities  of  the  vtlimoidal  cells  are  liable 
to  become  di-^t ended,  gi\ing  rise  to  the  formation  of  mucocele. 
The  most  su.-ccptible  cell  to  nuicoccic  development  is  the  one 
situalfd  at  the  anterior  end  i<i  the  ethmoidal  labyrinth,  but  other 
itbmoidal  cells  arc  bv  no  means  exempt.  These  cysts  may 
protrude  t-ithiT  into  the  nnsc  or  into  tlic  orbit.  Tliey  are  diflfercn- 
tiatcd  from  rxiisto^es.  which  develop  gradually  and  painlessly, 
while  the  fi>rmer  show  :i  tlucliialing  conirast  unless  the  abscess 
walls  arc  iiitricl. 

I'inlfingvil  piniilent  ethmoiditis  may  tiiiatly  lessen  or  pervert  the 
si-nse  of  >nu'll.  The  autltor  ha-;  had  a  series  of  cases  of  chronic 
ethmoiditis  of  giippe  origin  which  resulted  in  permanent  anosmia. 
Chronic  purulent  tllinioidiiis  is  a  constant  menace  to  the  ears  on 
account  of  the  danger  of  middle-ear  infection.     Furthermore,  the 
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obstructive  character  of  the  ethmoidal  lesion  tends  to  impede  the 
normnl  aeration  of  tlie  liustachian  lube,  in  tlic  more  severe  cases 
wherein  the  pus  retention  produces  great  pressure,  the  orbital  plate 
of  the  cllimoidal  bone  breaks  down  and  permit*  t!ic  escape  of  pus 
into  the  urbit,  where  it  causes  exophthalmos.  Cieneral  impairniL-ni 
of  the  heahh  is  not  usually  marked,  alihouj^h  it  may  he  present. 
Insomnia,  aprosexia,  menial  ilepre<i»ion  and  neurasthenic  phenomena 
at  times  accompany  ethmoidal  siimsitis. 

Diagnosis. — 5letliod  of  examination:  A  complete  history  having 
been  niitaiiicd,  a  painstakinp  rhinosctipic  examiiialiim,  under  brigiit 
illuminaiion,  should  be  made  as  follows:  1.  Caution  the  patient 
not  to  blow  out  the  secretions  until  ttic  first  inspection  is  com- 
plete (it  is  natural  for  patients  to  blow  the  u'jse  j\\s.\  before  entering 
the  rhinologist's  office).  2.  Note  the  amount,  (|uality  and  b-vcatiun 
of  the  secretion,  and  the  condition  of  the  middle  turbinal  and  its 
surrounding  mucosa.  3.  After  spraying  away  all  secretions,  employ 
ctKaine  and  adrenalin  solutions  for  the  purpose  of  local  anesthesia 
and  shrinkage  of  soft  tissues.  If  pus  is  observed  in  the  middle 
meatus  external  to  the  middle  turbinal,  it  must  come  from  otic  of 
three  sources,  viz.,  the  maxillary  aiilrum.  the  frontal  sinus,  or  the 
anterior  ethmoidal  cells.  Often  two  or  all  of  the.se  sinuses  arc 
involved.  By  washing  out  the  maxillary  sinus,  preferably  through 
an  opening  underneath  the  inferior  turbinal  (Oiapler  XXXVIl), 
empyema  of  this  cavity  is  determined,  and  tran5illumination  (Fig. 
357)  is  a  valuable  differential  aid.  Likewise,  douching  the  frontal 
sinus  whenever  possible  to  do  so  aids  malerially  in  dciuonsirating 
whetlier  or  tint  this  cavity  is  involved.  Simultaneous  ilushing  of 
the  frontal  and  maxillary  sinuses,  when  immediately  fnllnwcd  by 
pus  flow  into  the  middle  meatus,  indicates  empyema  of  the  anterior 
ethmoidal  cells.  In  typical  cases  the  pus  emerges  from  the  point  of 
junction  between  the  bulla  ethmoidalis  and  the  middle  turbinal. 
4.  It  is  often  necessary  to  freely  expose  this  point  by  ^^csccting  the 
anterior  third  of  the  middle  turbinal  (.Pig.  353),  and  the  removal  of 
all  polypi  or  other  obstructing  hypertrophies.  5.  A  cystic  or  other- 
wise enlarged  middle  turbinal  (Fig.  3-W»).  particularly  if  accom- 
panied by  a  pus  discharge,  or  polypoid  degeneraiir.n.  is  strong 
presumptive  evidence  of  purulent  ethmoiditis.  6.  Tran'stllumination 
possesses  no  value  in  the  diagnosis  of  empyema  of  the  ethmoidal 
cells.  7.  Skiagraphy  is  a  valuable  means  of  determining  purulent 
ethmoiditis.  As  heretofore  remarked  (Chapter  XXXVlTl),  skiag- 
raphy of  the  nasal  accessory  sinu-ses  is  a  most  difficult  procedure, 
and  only  the  most  skillful  roentgenologists  are  capable  of  producing 
reliable  results.  In  l-'ig.  384  the  skiagraph  shows  disease  of  the 
ethmoidal  sinuses.  8.  l-'inall;',  it  is  sometimes  necessary  in  explore 
the  cells  in  order  to  determine  the  character  and  extent  of  the 
purulent  invasion. 

Prognosis. — The  prognosis  in  the  more  simple  cases  is  favor- 
able, especially  when  subjected  to  proper  treatment.  Closed  empyemas 
are  prone  to  result  in  extensive  polyp()id  degeneration  and  in  var>'ing 
degrees  of  necrosis  of  the  cllimoid  bone,  tinfcss  subjected  to  surreal 
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tmtmenl.    The  necrosed  areas  may  involve  the  orbital  plate  of 
ethmoid,  the  lachrjinal  hone,  vt  even  tlic  nieiiiiigcs,  with  fatal  results. 

Treatment. —  fhc  principles  involved  in  the  treat  ment  of 
ciirtmic  purulent  cthmoiditis  arc:  1,  the  removal  of  the  diMrascd 
areas,  and,  2,  the  e^tabiishment  of  ample  drainage  oMlie  ethmaidal 
cells.  (For  description  of  suction  treatment  see  |>age  .V/.) 

Purulent   disease  of   the  ethmoidal   labyrinth,   cxcqji    when 
necrotic  process  has  extended  Into  or  beyoml  the  surrounding  walls 
the  ethmoid  bone,  is  u'^ually  amenable  to  intranasal  MirEical  trealnient,] 
The  anterior  cclU  arc  sonictimcH  most  diflicull  to  readi,  tnil.  acciirdi 
to  Hajek.  they  can  always  be  excavale<l.  providing  the  middle  lurbit 
has  been  resected.     The  complete  labyrinth  i.s  shown  in  one  of  the 
sttperb  sections  prejiare*!  by  Loeb  (  Fig.  407). 

The  variotis  o|>enLtive  procedures  are  clas^sifieil  under  three  gen- 
eral headings : — 

1.  Partial  exca\-ation  of  the  ethmoidal  labyrinth  by  the  intranasaM 
ixrtite. 

2.  Complete  removal  of  one  or  both  groups  by  t)ie  intraiusal  roate. 

3.  Complete  removal  by  external  operation. 

1.  Partial  Iixt..\v.^rlON.— Partial  removal  of  the  ethmoidal  cclli 
is  applicable  to  rases  wherein  ihc  disease  is  more  or  lcs«  localized] 
and  conrmcd  to  one  or  more  <jf  the  lart;cr  anterior  cclL-^.  .-MI  cipera-| 
tiuns  upon  the  ethmoidal  cells  require  a  more  or  leM  compleiej 
removal  o(  the  middle  ttirbinal  as  a  preliminary  measure;  hence  Ihe] 
anterior  end  (I-'ig.  35J)  of  the  middle  lurbinal  must  be  resected] 
before  attempting  the  operation  for  partial  excavation  of  the  dis 
ea^ed  cells  and  Ihcir  contents. 

The  preparations,  botli  repardinji  local  anestheiiia  and  shrinlcagr  of] 
tlie  tissues  with  adrenalin,  should  lie  carrietl  out  precisely  as  de 
lor  operations  upon  the  middle  turbinal  (see  Chapter  XXXVI).  B) 
following  the  ci>urse  of  the  pus  flow  or  tracing  the  site  of  attach- 
ment of  any  polypi,  the  affected  cells  are  discovered  and  entered  oneJ 
after  the  other,  by  means  of  a  small,  sharp,  slightly  curved  curet 
(Fig.  403),  or  ^uilabte  punch  forceps.  The  Hrtinings  forceps  <rig. 
401  \  arc  most  adaptable  and  safe  for  the  purpose  of  extracting  ijranu- 
lation  p*.)Iyp'.iid  masses,  and  for  detaching  and  removing  the  ihin 
lamina;  <tf  bone.  In  other  words,  the  operation  consists  in  removing 
the  ob.siructing  lesion,  and  the  establishment  of  free  drainage,  mean- 
while depending  ui*on  intranasal  washing  or  spraying  to  maintain 
cleanliness  during  the  healing  process.  The  galvanorautery  i<.  men- 
tioned merely  to  be  condemned  as  a  measure  for  reducing  the  middle 
turbinal,  since  it  may  cause  dangerous  inflammalon-  reaction. 

Hemorrhage  during  the  operation  is  rarely  troublesome,  and  ti 
controllable  by  rc]>catcd  applications  uf  suprarenal  solution  or  tempo* 
rary  packing  with  gauze. 

2.  Complete  Removal  op  the  Ethmoidal  Cells  bv  the  Ikt«.^- 
NASAL  RotTTE. — The  indications  for  the  intranasal  method,  acc"»r*ling  to 
Hajek,   are:    1,   in   all   cases   of  chronic   latent    empyema    of   the 
ethmoidal  labyrinth,  with  or  without   extension  toward  the  nasil. 
cavity;  2,  in  acute  empyema  of  the  Ubyrinth,  in  the  presence  oi 
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symptoms  of  imminent  rupture  toward  the  urbiu    The  steps  are  as 
follows : — 

(ii)  Local  anc-itliesia  and  adrenalin  contraction  of  llie  soft 
tissues  is  preferable  in  general  anesthesia,  hut  tlie  latter  is  some* 
times  necessary  when  operatin}^  u^Kiti  ncuroiic  individuals. 

(ft)  Remove    the    middle    turbinal    rn    wassc.    (Sec    Chapt 
XXXVI.) 
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Fir.  40?. — Wliulc  K-fl  labyrinth  exposed  {icpi,  eras)  ;  tach  sphenoid 
(ssA.  ssd>  in  rctaiinn  with  corrcsimnding  nptii-  hl-pvc  anrt  chiasm;  last 
postrrinr  cthnidul  tdl*  (ftps,  c€f-a)  thuw  M»iu!  ri"l»ii<Hi  with  <i|itic  nrrvc 
at  pusUrucxtcnial  aiiKk;    ntr.  trifacial  nerve.    {Latb,  with  v^rniissioii.) 

(0  Recocainize  in  order  to  insure  anesthesia  of  the  deeper  tis- 
sues. A  few  minims  of  a  onc-Iialf  of  I  per  cent,  cncainc  solution, 
administered  hypo<lcmiatical]y  into  tlie  subinucosa  of  the  tipper  i>r>riioii 
of  the  lateral  nasal  wall  and  into  the  soft  tissues  covering'  the 
ethmoid,  instirc  the  local  anesthesia.  ' 

(rf)  A<;  a  rule  the  removal  of  the  middle  turhinal  brings  into  direct 
view  one  or  more  opuii  and  discharging  cells,  which  serve  as  a  point  nf 
entry  for  the  ethmojiial  operation;  ntherwise,  the  anterior  ethnmidal 
cells  should  he  located  and  nutlined,  the  bulla  ctlimoidalis  beinj;  the 
distinctive  mark.  The  cells  should  then  be  entered,  preferably  by 
means  of  a  sharp,  slightly  curved  curct,  and  an  opening  made  of 
sufiicicnt  size  to  enable  a  thorough  exploration  with  a  probe.    Con- 
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tinuing  the  operation,  one  cell  after  another  is  entered  and  all  polypi, 
edematous  tissue  and  debris  of  bone  removed  with  the  curet  or 
the  Griinwald  forceps. 

The  chief  dangers  to  be  feared  are  injury  to  the  brain  or  accidental 
entrance  into  the  orbit.  The  forceps  above  recommended  for  removing 
the  cells  occupying  the  upper  plane  of  the  ethmoidal  labyrinth  pos- 
sess the  advantajje  both  of  efficiency  and  safety.  Under  no  cir- 
cumstances should  sliarp  cutting  or  drilling  instruments  be  vigor- 
ously employed  in  the  region  of  the  cribriform  plate  or  the  orbital 
plate  of  the  ethmoid.  Hallengcr  advises  the  removal  of  the  eth- 
moidal labyrinths  cii  masse  by  means  of  strong,  sharp,  cutting 
instruments.  The  first  incision  cleaves  the  entire  labyrinth  from  its 
attachment  to  the  upper  (cranial)  wall.  Tlien  follows  a  second 
sweeping  incision  which  cleaves  the  remaining  labyrinthine  attach- 
ments from  the  orbital  plate.  The  author  cannot  commend  this 
operation  as  a  rountine  procedure  and  he  believes  that,  in  any  exten- 
sive scries  of  ca.ses  operated  upon  bv  this  method,  serious  intra- 
cranial or  orbital  complications  would  occur  with  greater  frequency 
than  would  ensue  when  the  more  simple  method  is  employed. 

After  completing  the  removal  of  the  anterior  group  of  cells,  the 
operator  should  calculate  the  probable  location  of  the  cells  of  the 
posterior  group.     (See  l"ig.  407.) 

At  a  distance  not  greater  tlian  2  centimeters  from  the  original  open- 
ing into  the  anterior  group,  the  posterior  cells  arc  encountered.  They 
lie  directly  behind,  and.  as  a  rule,  in  a  plane  slightly  lower  than  the 
anterior  grouj).  Hence  the  excavation  should  be  continued  into  this 
group,  providing  the  diagnosis  of  empyema  has  previously  been  made. 
The  posterior  cells  arc  approaclied  by  extending  the  operation 
directly  through  the  already  open  anterior  cells,  and  their  walls 
should  l>e  entered  and  liroken  (I'wn  in  exactly  tlie  same  manner.' 
These  cells  oi.-cupy  an  anteroposterior  space  of  about  1  centimeter, 
and  less  <langer  attinds  ilieir  removal  than  is  incurred  while  operat- 
ing upon  tlie  anterior  ctlls. 

It  is  important  tlial  all  shreds  of  diseased  membrane,  spicule 
of  lione  and  poly]>oid  tissue  should  be  remo\t.'d  and  the  denuded 
surfaces  siiiootbe<l  off  as  a  final  step  in  tlie  actual  operation. 

Often  the  operation  is  tedious  and  prolonged  on  account  of  the 
hemorrhage  and  the  consequent  difficulties  of  inspection,  and  manv 
operators  prefer  repeated  sittings  under  local  anesthesia,  whereby 
l!ie  hemorrhage  is  more  controllable  and  the  field  more  accessible 
fiif  \isual  examination. 

loMi'i.KA'i  IONS. — Tlie  intranasal  method  of  operation  is  occasion- 
ally followed  by,  troublesome  emplivsema  involving  the  orbit  and 
eyeli<N.  as  a  ]Mi'l)aI)le  result  of  ttie  forcible  entrance  of  air  through 
an  aetidfnlal  opi-ning.  (.r  a  pre-existing  ni.'Crotic  sinus  through  the 
orbital  plale  of  the  rtbmoid  bone.  The  abo\'e  coin|>lication  super- 
venes ahiio-;t  immediately  n]»on  the  completion  of  the  operation. 
From  the  >ame  source  infection  and  atiscess  of  llie  orbit  may  follow. 
In  the  ^ame  manner  injury  to  and  infection  of  the  meninges  tran- 
spires.   It  is  contended  by  some  observers  that  intracranial  compli- 


THE  ETHMOIDAL  SINUSES. 


619 


[cations  may  be  induced  by  the  shock  and  irritation  of  the  operation 
alone.  In  a  limited  proportion  of  cases  of  purulent  ethmoiditis 
there  is  a  prc-cxislinK  latent  meningitis  or  a  circumscribed  brain 
abscess,  either  of  which  may  be  excited  to  renewed  activity  by  the 
manipulations  incident  to  the  operation,  especially  when  careleS'Sly 
or  unskilHully  performed. 

3.  Complete  Removal  of  One  or  Both  Groups  by  the  Ex- 
TERX-M.  Route. — In  the  external  operation  the  ethmoidal  labyrinth  may 
be  reached  in  three  ways — viz.,  (iij  The  direct  route,  (b)  Cninbiiiefl 
with  the  external  operation  upon  llic  frontal  sinus,  (c)  The  maxillary 
route. 

Of  these  the  first  named  only  is  employed  for  purulent  disease 
which  is  limited  to  the  ethmoidal  cells.  The  nicthtxl  of  entering; 
the  ethmoidal  labyrinth  directly  is  depicted  in  Tig.  400. 

By  the  direct  route  the  ethmoidal  labyrinth  is  entered  tlirough 
that  portion  of  the  nasofrontal  rcKion  directly  anterior  to  the  cells, 
the  primary  curvilinear  incisi^m  being  made  midway  between  the 
median  line  and  the  inner  canthus  of  the  eye.  and  extending  from  a 
point  just  below  the  eyebrow*  near  the  supraorbital  notch  to  a  point 
about  yi  inch  beneath  the  level  of  the  inner  canthus.  The  soft 
tissues,  including  the  periosteum,  are  then  retracted  and  al!  bleed- 
ing vessels  lied  off.  When  a  tismUnis  oiiening  is  found  it  serves  as 
[B  point  of  entrance  to  the  cells,  otherwise  by  means  of  a  chisrt  a 
portion  of  llie  nasal  bf>ne  and  of  the  frontal  process  of  titc  superior 
maxilla  is  resected,  through  which  the  labyrinth  is  reached.  The 
opening  may  be  gradually  enlarged  by  careful  removal  of  a  suffi- 
cient portion  of  the  external  bony  covering,  always  using  care  to 
avoid  the  orbital  plate  externally  and  the  cribriform  plate  above. 
The  space  is  sufficient  to  permit  a  comparatively  large  external 
bony  opening  through  which  even  the  deeper  cells  may  not  only 
be  explored,  but  thoroughly  curetted. 

The  removal  of  the  middle  lurhinal  is  a  necessary  step  in  the 
external  operation.  Hemorrhage  into  the  pharynx  is  prevented 
cither  by  tamponing  the  nares  after  the  manner  heretofore  advised 
for  the  Killian  operation  or  by  means  of  a  large  tampon  retained  in 
the  epipharynx  by  suitable  forceps.  Aided  by  direct  illumination 
from  a  well-adjusted  headlight  (Fig.  5)  it  is  possible  to  maintain 
continuous  illumination  of  the  operalivc  field.  The  anterior  eth- 
moidal cells  are  first  broken  down  and  removed.  Again,  the  Brun- 
ings  fnrcejis  (Fig.  401)  are  recommended  as  the  safest  and  most 
effective  instrument  for  engaging  and  removing  the  diseased  soft 
tissue,  and  the  thin  walls  of  the  cells.  A  liberal  portion  of  the  floor 
of  the  frontal  sinus  may  also  be  removed  at  tliis  operation  if  con- 
sidered necessary.  Continuing  the  operation  the  pfisterior  cells 
should  likewise  be  excavated  and  the  sphenoidal  sinus  when  diseased. 

This  method  of  entering  the  sphenoidal  cavity  is  feasible  and 
by  many  authorities  is  considered  prefcral)le  to  all  others.  In  case 
the  operation  is  to  be  confined  to  the  ethmoidal  cells,  the  final 
step'^  of  the  opcmtion  consist  of  packing  the  denuded  cavity  with 
Sterile  gauze  and  closure  of  the  external  wound.    After  packing  the 
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cavity  with  one  long  strip  of  gauze,  the  distal  end  of  the  section  of 
gauze  should  be  carried  well  down  into  the  nasal  cavity  in  order 

that  the  packing  may  subsequently  be  removed  through  the  anterior 
nares.  The  external  wound  is  then  closed  with  sutures,  which 
should  unite  both  the  skin  and  the  denuded  periosteum. 

(&)  Whenever  empyema  of  the  frontal  sinus  is  combined  with 
the  ethmoiditis  and  the  double  operation  is  necessary,  the  combined 
operation  (Killian)  described  in  Chapter  XXXVIII  becomes  feasi- 
ble. Under  these  circumstances  it  is  customary  first  to  complete 
the  operation  upon  the  frontal  sinus,  after  wliich  the  ethmoidal  cells 
are  reached  through  tlie  floor  or  lower  part  of  the  inferior  wall  of 
the  former  (I*"ig.  400).  The  floor  of  t!ie  frontal  sinus  furnishes  a 
guide  to  the  upper  surface  of  the  ethmoidal  cells. 

(f)  A  third  method  of  procedure  is  the  antrum  route,  in  which 
the  cells  are  entered  by  breaking  down  the  lamina  of  bone  between 
the  maxillary  antrum  and  the  anterior  ethmoidal  labyrinth.  By 
this  same  method  the  sphenoidal  cavity  may  also  be  reached. 

Whenever  orbital  abscess  is  present  care  should  be  taken  to 
curct  the  entire  pus  canal,  and  especially  the  portions  of  the 
necrosed  orbital  plate.  The  same  holds  true  when  the  cranial  table 
of  the  ettimoidal  labyrinth  is  necrosed.  In  the  latter  it  is  preferable 
to  expose  a  considerable  area  of  dura  and  thus  secure  free  drainage, 
in  addition  to  the  complete  removal  of  all  diseased  areas  of  necrosed 
bone. 

After-treatment. — Thorough  surgical  removal  of  the  ethmoidal 
cells  and  all  surrounding  diseased  tissue  should  put  an  end  to  the 
purulent  process.  As  soon  as  the  operation  is  completed  the  fiatient 
should  be  placed  in  bed.  Kdema  al>out  the  eyelids  should  be  con- 
trolled by  the  application  of  ice-cli)tlis.  The  primary  dressings 
should  be  removed  alxnu  the  third  day.  During  a  few  days  sub- 
sequent to  the  operation  tlic  lining  of  the  nasal  cavity  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  ethmoidal  cells  is  liable  to  undergo  marked  infiltration,  a 
phenomenon  of  reaction  on  ttie  part  of  the  mucosa  and  periosteum 
which  disappears  in  a  siiort  time  of  its  own  accord.  It  is  doubtful 
whether  continuous  packing  with  gauze  strips  is  advisable,  L'pon 
each  redrcsshig  llic  wound  cavity  should  be  cleansed  with  sterile 
saline  solution  introduced  eitlier  by  means  of  douche  or  spray,  under 
mild  pressure,  always  avoiding  violent  blowing  nf  the  nose  in  order 
to  prevent  the  entrance  of  infection  into  tlic  middle  car.  At  every 
dressing  it  is  advisable  to  remove  any  shreds  or  spicula;  of  bone 
which  may  have  been  overlooked. 

The  granulations  when  healthy  should  be  allowed  to  grow 
unmolested,  but  unhealthy  and  exuberant  granulations  may  be 
reduced  by  applications  of  nitrate  of  silver,  chlorid  of  zinc,  or.  best 
of  all.  by  curettage.  From  this  time  on  free  drainage  and  cleanli- 
ness, together  witli  control  of  granulations,  should  be  the  keynote 
in  the  management  of  the  case.  The  patient  should  be  taught  to 
carefully  cleanse  the  nasal  cavities  in  order  to  insure  continuous 
cleanliness  of  tlie  parts.  The  after-treatment  is  always  consider- 
ably prolonged  and  tedious  both  to  the  patient  and  to  the  operator, 
but  its  importance  is  usually  Justified  by  the  results  obtained. 
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H.  THE  SPHENOIDAL  SINUSES. 

Surgical  Anatomy. — The  middle  portion  of  the  body  of  the 
sphenoid  bone  is  occupied  b_v  two  cavities  kiiuwn  as  the  splKiiuidal 
sinuses,  wliich  arc  sc|iarated  (mm  each  other  by  a  septum.  Eacli 
cavity  opens  into  the  corrotpontlinj,'  nari^^.  by  ihc  ostium  sphenoidale. 
'I"he  spl)cnoi(tal  cavities  are  not  present  at  birth,  hut  begin  lo  develop 
after  the  seventh  year.  The  dividing  wall  projects  outward  upon 
the  anlcriur  surface  of  the  body  of  the  hone,  wliere  it  is  designated 
as  the  sphenoid  rostrum.  Thi-?  rostrum  forms  the  posterior  and 
uppcnnosl  portion  of  the  nasal  septnm,  'I"he  upper  part  of  the 
sphenoidal  septum  is  commonly  asymmetrical  to  such  an  extent  that 
fnc  cavity  may  be  tliree  or  four  times  larger  than  the  other,  and 
:casionaIIy  the  sepiuiii  is  partially  or  wluilly  aT>M-iit,  in  whicli  event 
The  two  sinuses  form  one  large  cavity  \t"ig.  408  >.  L'nder  normal 
conditions  the  «ize  of  the  sphenoidal  sinuses  is  in  inverse  ratio  to  the 
thickness  of  their  bony  walls;  hence  a  large  sinus  usually  has 
extremely  thin  walls.  The  ostium  or  sphenoidal  opening  is  located 
ill  the  upper  portion  of  the  anterior  sphenoidal  wall  ratliLT  clnsc  to 
the  se|)tum.  It  is  invisible  in  ilic  living  subject,  unless  in  atrophic 
rhinitis  cases  or  after  complete  removal  of  the  middle  turhinal  hone. 
It  lies  in  the  sphenoethmoidal  recess.  The  level  of  the  sphenoidal 
ostium  is  variable,  however,  as  compared  lo  the  floor  of  the  cavity. 
As  a  rule  the  orifice  is  placed  above  the  middle  nf  the  anterior  wall. 

The  walls  may  be  described  as  a  roof,  which  is  a  portion  of 
the  floor  of  the  anterior  cerebral  fossa;  the  fxtcmal  ivall,  which  is 
thin,  separating  the  cavity  from  the  cavernous  sinus  or  the  internal 
carotid  artery'  and  portions  of  the  third,  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth 
cranial  nerves,  wliicli  lie  bcuveen  it  and  the  dura;  the  iniernal 
(mesial)  tco//.  which  is  the  septum  already  described,  and  the  fioor. 
whicli  is  formed  by  a  substantial  portion  of  the  body  of  the  sphenoid 
Imne.  The  rclaiitm  nf  the  nasal  accessctry  sinuses,  and  particularly 
nf  the  spheroidal  sinuses  to  the  optic  nerves  (Fig.  406)  is  of  con- 
siderable clinical  importance.  T-ocb'  has  written  an  exhaustive 
thesis  upon  this  !-ubject,  to  which  the  reader  is  referred  for  details. 

The  anterior  %vuU  in  its  superior  portion  is  composed  of  the 
posterior  ethmoidal  labyrinthine  wall,  and  its  remainder  forms  the 
nasosplienoidal  partition  and  contains  the  ostium  sphenoidale, 
rtccasitmally  a  small  jturtion  ff  the  anterior  wall  forms  a  part 
of  the  orbit.  Small  accessory  sphenoidal  sinuses  are  occasionally 
present,  being  located  in  the  lesser  wings.  .According  to  Loeb.  in 
bone  sections  the  sphenoidal  sinuses  in  the  anteroposterior  di- 
ameter vary  from  2  to  42  mm. ;  superoinferior,  4  to  ^  mm. ;  lateral, 
2  to  35  mm.:  averaging.  res])ectivelv.  21.5.  22.8  and  18.4.  The 
sphenoidal  sinuses  arc  sometimes  entirely  absent,  and  bony  ridges 
and  circumscribed  excrescences  arc  more  common  than  m  the  rc- 


'  "A  Slaily  of  the  Anatomic  Relations  of  tlie  Optic  Nerve  to  the  Acces- 
XJfy  Cavilie*  of  the  Now,"  Traniactioiift  of  the  .American  Laryngolopcal. 
Rlnnoloiitcal  aii<I  Otologk-al  StKicty,  1909. 
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maining  accessory  sinnses.  The  mucous  Hning^  of  tht  sphenoid 
sintisc^i  forms  at  the  same  lime  the  periosteal  covering  similar  to 
that  of  the  etiimoidal  lali>fimh  (HajcV). 

Pathological  Anatomy. — The  pathological  alterations  which 
iiivailc  the  splicnoid  .sinus  are:  1,  cliangen  in  the  Uimc.  and,  2,  inHam- 
matory  changes  involving;  the  lining  muco:va.  The  changes  in  the 
bone  commonly  arise  from  a  cortical  osteitis  which  has  originated 
in  (he  mucosa  of  the  sphenoidal  sinus.  The  more  destructive 
processes  (caries)  which  involve  the  bony  walls  of  the  sphenoidal 
sinus  are  almost  exclusively  cif  syphilitic  origin,   but  ai  limes  a 


FtH-  *38, — FrtMit  view  <j1  a  »:iiitiily  blaniini;  coronal  MrctJnn  (if  the 
slcull.  Tht  slant  is  tlownward  and  forwaril.  and  shows  itic  fv>btrrt4ir 
wall  of  a  large  singlr  *{iht-n< ijdal  c:4^ity,  :tU>}  the  ii(>st<.'rior  ethmoidal  t-eI1s. 
Th«  lower  tarsrr  (.■vtiU'iK  is  tht  ii;isai  t>iKiiinK  into  tb<e  pharynx,  on  both 
Ulcral  walls  of  which  iht  pharyngeal  nnlicrs  of  the  Utistachian  lubri  arr 
seen.     Ik'Kiw.  the  eoft  jalatc  coniea  into  view.     With  key  pUt«. 

tuberculous  process  affects  tins  region.  It  is  a  mooted  question 
whether  this  condition  con9titute.<^  a  direct  pressure  necrosis  for 
which  the  pent-up  pus  is  responsible,  or  whether  it  ts  due  to  att 
intenncdiaic  tlirumbophlchitis.  Rupture  uf  the  walls  of  the 
sphenoid  .'^inii'^  may  upen  ii]>  n  pathway  of  inlection  itito  the  nose, 
the  cirbit  or  the  meninges. 

Tlic  lining  membrane  of  the  sphenoidal  sinus  is  less  susceptible  to 
inHammatur)'  changes  (hyperplasia!  llian  tlie  other  accessor}'  sinuieft. 
In  most  cases  of  aaiie  iiiDammation  the  mucosa  Ijecjmcs  red.  injected 
and  slightly  edematous.  When  severe  the  edematous  intillration  is 
much  increased,  and  secretion  is  profuse.  Occasionally  ecdiymosis, 
with  a  bloody  secretion,  may  be  observed.    Many  ubbcrvers  contend 
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lat  even  in  severe  acute  innammations  of  the  sphenoidal  sinuses  the 
^Tiasal  mucosa  may  remain  normal,  the  observation  lieing  inleqireted  as 
[indicating  the  indt-iitMuIcnt  character  of  tlw  inllanimation,  in  contra- 
:  distinction  to  its  being  transmitted  (rom  the  mucous  hning  of  the  nose. 
The  changes  incident  to  chronic  intlamniation  ot  the  sphenoidal 
mucosa  arc  iK'licved  to  correspond  in  every  part  to  those  observed  in 
connection  witli  the  other  accessory  sinuses  of  the  nose.     There  is, 
■however,  less  tendency  to  the  formation  of  polypi  and  cysts,  the 
'■patholngical   change^    u*>ually    being   conrtned    to    ihickiming,    hyper- 
trophy and  srUrnsis  of  the  mucosa. 

Method  of  Examination. — .After  wiping  or  spraying  the  accumu- 
lated secretions  from  the  superior  meatus,  (he  tissues  should  be  anes- 
thetized and  contracted  by  means  of  cocaine  and  adrenalin.    Zucker- 
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Key  plale  for  FIr.  ATS. 

Itandl  lias  outlined  the  most  accurate  method  to  be  followed  in 
rcachin}-  the  splienuidal  sinus.  A  probe  (Kig.  40"J)  following  the 
conlinuation  of  a  line  ccmnccting  the  inferior  nasal  spine  with  the 
middle  of  the  free  margin  uf  the  middle  turbiual  will  strike  the 
anterior  wall  of  the  sphenoidal  sinus,  and,  in  a  few  favorable  cases, 
the  sphenoidal  ostium  itself.  The  ostium  is  nut  always  so  readily 
reached,  since  it  docs  not  invariably  occtipy  the  same  level.  Another 
reason  frjr  failure  to  enter  the  osliiim  is  due  to  the  difficulty  In 
invariably  directing  the  sound  over  the  exact  geometrical  centre  of 
the  turbinal.  Furthermore  it  is  impossible  to  enter  the  sphenoidal 
ostium  when  the  middle  turbinal  is  enlarged.  In  the  majority  of 
cases  the  i>stium  is  not  visible  by  rhinoscopy;  nevertheless  often  it 
is  possible  t<i  enter  and  to  explore  the  sinns  even  though  the  orifice 
remains  invisible.  In  the  absence  of  the  middle  ttirbinal  the  ostium 
is  plainly  visible. 

If  the  point  of  the  sound  is  slightly  cur\-cd  outward  it  is  more 
likely  to  enter  ihe  ostium.  Upon  entering,  the  point  of  the  sound 
first  should  be  curved  downward  to  prevent  its  impact  against  Ihe 
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roof  of  the  situis  in  ca:;c  tlic  ostium  in  situated  at  the  highest  part 
the  arilcriiir  wall. 

Wlien  the  probe  is  in  Ihc  splienoiilal  siriu*  it^  niovcmenlf.  in  every 
dircctttm  become  resiricied  liy  the  timJtetl  diameter  of  the  cistium. 
Atldiiional  eviilcncc  is  ohtaincd  \>y  determining  the  ilistancc  between  (he 
inferior  nasal  spine  and  the  anterior  wall  of  the  sphenoiilal  sinus.  In 
the  athilt.  according  to  Hajck.  the  mcasurenwnis  average  irf>m  6  to  8 
cenliineters,  varying  oniy  within  narrow  limits,  accordm(f  to  the  age 
of  the  puttcnt-anil  the  conformation  of  the  skull.  That  an  entrance  has 
bi*en  elTccifd  may  lie  drU'rmincd  whenever  the  Sfiund  enlers  7^ 
to  8  wntimetLTs  in  an  inJividnal  with  a  small  head,  or  8,'.^  or  more 
ccniimctcrs  in  large  ones.  Occasionally  it  may  enter  a  distance  of 
9^4  to  10  ccntinicicrs,  especially  when  the  distal  end  of  the  instru- 
ment has  been  turned  dnwnward,  in  case-;  where  the  longitudinal 
diameter  of  the  sinus  amounts  io  from  2  to  ^l/j  centimeters. 


FiR.  4(W  — ProI>c  ill  sphenoidal  siiiu*. 


DISEASES  OF  THE  SPHENOIDAL  SINUSES. 

Having  considered  the  i>a(hology  of  purulent  disease*  of  the 
Sphenoidal  sinuses  and  (he  mcthorl  of  cxamiruition  of  ihei^e  cavities,  the 
symptoms,  course  and  treatment  of  these  affections  are  bricfty 
outlined  under  two  general  subdivisions,  as  follows: — 

(a)  Acute  empyema; 

(b)  Qironic  empyema. 

The  etiology  of  empyema  of  the  sphcnoid.il  sinuses  is  so  similar 
to  tliat  already  defmed  in  similar  alTectiuns  of  Uie  iici^'hboriiig  accessory 
sinuses  nf  the  nose  that  it  is  not  repeated  here.  Nevertheless  a  few 
.slight  variations  are  cniin>erat»1  as  follows : — 

1.  Gosed  empyema  is  less  common  in  the  sphenoidal  sinuses. 

2.  Excessive  outgrowths  of  cdcntatous  polypi  from  the  liatt^ 
mucosa  are  infrequent. 

3.  I'linilcnt  iuvolvcmcni,  both  acute  and  chronic,  is  proporriona(cI|' 
le53  common  than  in  the  neigblioring  sinuses. 
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4.  Empyema  of  the  splienowlal  sinuses  is  prone  to  ocxur  con- 
currently with  a  like  process  in  the  posterior  etlimoHal  cells. 

Symptoms. — The  sii)>jcctivc  symptoms  of  empyema  of  the  sphe- 
noidal cavities  arc  extremely  inconstant  and  unreliable.  They  con- 
sist essentially  of,  1,  heaitaclu-:  2,  disturtiances  due  to  abnormal 
secretion  ;  3,  interference  with  the  sense  of  smell ;  4,  vertigo. 

Tlie  objective  symptoms  are,  1,  the  localization  of  the  secretion  in 
the  nose  ami  nasopharyngeal  >pace;  2,  the  seuonilary  chanRcs  in  the 
lining  mucosa ;  3.  the  fmdings  resulting  from  rhinosco]>y  and  sounding. 

Pain  is  not  constant  and  may  he  absent  alti'^etlier.  The  head- 
ache commonly  is  locaied  at  the  base  of  the  brain,  the  postorbita! 
region,  or  in  the  region  of  the  nasopharynx.  Vertigo  is  of  com- 
paratively common  occurrence,  of  varying  intensilv,  and  may  either 
be  constant  or  intermittent.  \Vhenever.  as  a  resuft  of  the  purulent 
process,  destruction  of  the  bony  walls  of  the  sinuses  ensues,  dangerous 
scfjuciK  are  likely  to  occur.  Ilrielly  enumerated,  (he  complicating 
lesions  are  meningitis,  brain  abscess,  thrombosis  of  the  cavernous 
sinus,  jiaralysis  of  the  ocular  muscles,  an<l  sudden  blindness.  Even 
closed  empyema  has  been  known  to  produce  paralysis  of  the  ocular 
miLsdes,  protrusion  of  the  orbit,  and  sudden  blindness.  The  affection 
so  rarely  exists  uncomplicated  by  disease  of  the  other  accessory  sinuses, 
notably  the  ethmoidal  labyrinth,  that  great  confusion  is  encountered 
in  differentiating  the  sj-mptoms. 

The  most  prominent  and  constant  symptom  is  the  discharge 
which  flows  backward  over  the  pharyngeal  vault,  and  either  escapes 
into  the  larynx  or  forms  into  crusts  upon  the  posterior  end  u(  the 
middle  turbinals,  where  il  gives  rise  to  irritation,  to  relieve  wliich 
the  patient  "hawks"  almost  incessantly.  In  uncomplicated  cases 
the  secretion  is  observed  in  front  of  the  olfactory  fissure,  but  i* 
more  profuse  posteriorly  in  the  nasopharynx.  The  amount  of 
secretion  in  sphenoidal  empyema  varies,  depending  upon  the  stage 
of  the  disease,  its  extent,  and  the  size  of  the  sinus.  In  chronic  cases 
the  sense  of  smetl  is  materially  lessened. 

Prognosis. — In  acute  cases  and  in  the  majority  of  chronic 
ones,  in  individuals  who  submit  to  proper  treatment  the  prognosis 
13  good,  the  chief  dangers  arising  from  extension  of  the  necrotic 
process  to  nearby  structures. 

Treatment. — In  the  treatment  of  the  sphenoidal  sinuses  the 
following  diflicuities  are  encountered: — 

1.  The  middle  turbinal,  particularly  when  enlarged,  forms  a 
barrier  both  to  direct  inspection  and  to  instmmcntation. 

2.  .'\  deflected  or  thickened  septum  may  encroach  upon  the 
lumen  of  the  meatus  of  the  affected  side. 

3.  Extensive  ethmoiditis,  accompanied  with  polypi  which  fill 
the  middle  meatus. 

These  barriers  do  not  exist  in  cases  of  extensive  atrophic 
rhinitis  wherein  the  middle  turhin.it  has  disappeared,  or  when  the 
anterior  portion  of  the  ethmoidal  labyrinth  together  with  the 
middle  turbinal  have  been  removed. 

Having  ascertained  that  the  sinus  is  the  seat  of  pus,  the 
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simplest  method  of  treatment,  one  that  is  applicable  in  acute  cases, 
is  by  means  of  irrigation.  A  Myies  sphenoidal  cannula  (Fig.  410) 
or  an  ordinary  Eustachian  catheter  bent  to  a  proper  curve  is  intro- 
duced tlirough  the  sphenoidal  ostium  and  the  sinus  is  cleansed  with 
warm  physiological  salt  solution.  Before  removing  the  cannula, 
air  should  be  blown  into  the  cavity  in  order  that  no  residual  secre- 
tion shall  remain.  In  case  the  discharge  persists  a  small  amount  of 
a  2  per  cent,  solution  of  silver  nitrate  or  of  a  25  per  cent,  solution  of 
argyrol  may  be  instilled  into  the  sinus  every  second  or  tliird  day, 
to  be  washed  out  after  remaining  from  tliirty  to  sixty  seconds. 

Whenever  the  irrigations  fail  to  arrest  the  discharge,  it  becomes 
apparent  that  the  lining  mucosa  of  the  cavity  is  the  scat  of  hyperplasia 
and  possibly  of  polyixiid  d(^cneration;  hence  the  drainage  must  be  ac- 
celerated and  the  polyi)oid  excrescences  removed.  For  this  purpose 
surgical  measures  are  necessary',  both  for  the  enlargement  of  the  open- 
ing into  the  sinus,  and  for  the  rei.noval  of  any  diseased  mucosa  or  bone. 
(For  description  of  suction  treatment  sec  page  ^77.') 

Surgical  Treatment. — Three  general  t>'pes  of  operation  are  e-"- 
ploycd:    1.  the  artificial  cnlargeiiicnl  of  the  sphenoidal  ostium;  2.  the 
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Fiy.  411). — Mylcs's  sphenoidal  cannula. 

making  of  a  new  orifice  in  the  anterior  wall  of  the  sinus,  irrespective 
of  tlic  normal  opening;  3.  the  radical  procedure  whereby  the  entire 
anterior  wall  of  the  cavity  is  removed,  together  with  thorough  curette- 
mcnt  of  tlie  lining  mucosa  and  tlic  diseased  osseous  walls.  Any  opera- 
tion upon  the  sphenoidal  cavitv  performed  by  the  nasal  route  presup- 
poses a  ])rciiininary  removal  of  the  middle  turbinal.  Previous  removal 
of  the  ethmoidal  labyrinth  also  greatly  facilitates  the  operation  upon 
the  s])henoida]  sinus.  The  intranasal  route  is  preferable  to  any  fonn 
of  external  operation,  and  the  latter  is  feasible  and  advisable  onlv  in 
conjunction  with  external  o])erations  upon  the  ethmoidal  labyrinth. 

In  operating  upon  the  sphenoidal  sinus  by  the  nasal  route  local 
anesthesia  is  to  be  preferred,  ina.sinuch  as  the  upright  position  and 
better  control  of  bemorrliage  enables  the  operator  to  view  each  step  of 
ihe  operation.  A  1 :  5000  solution  of  adrenalin  should  be  sprayed  over 
the  upper  and  posterior  areas  of  the  nasal  cavities,  for  the  purpose  of 
enlarjjiiig  the  lield  of  observation  and  to  control  the  hemorrhage.  A 
few  drops  of  a  4  per  cent,  solution  of  cocaine  may  be  instilled  into  the 
splK'uoidal  cavity.  I'ledgels  of  cotton  soaked  with  the  same  solution 
should  he  jiacked  over  the  anterior  wall  of  the  sphenoidal  cavity  and  in 
the  nii<ldlc  meatus.  I"ullv  twentv  minutes  should  he  allowed  for  local 
anesthesia  to  lake  place, 

1.  SiNrr[j':  F-Ni..\Riw:mi:nt  nr  thf  OsT^:^•^^. — This  is  accomplished 
by  introducing  a  cnret  which  is  slightly  larger  than  the  ostium  and 
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forcibly  Iireaking  down  ils  lionlcr*^.  Furlher  enlargement  is 
obtained  )\v  tlic  use  of  some  form  of  punch  or  biting  forceps  (Fig. 
411).  'liiis  pruccdure  may  be  fnllmvcd  t>y  a  period  tif  irrigation 
after  the  manner  described  in  the  fureguing  paragraphs.  It  often 
is  possible  to  insinict  ilie  paiicni  to  irriR:aie  his  own  sinus. 

2.    PcRfOHATlON    riK    THE    AnTRRIOR    U'aI.L    OF    THE    SplIENOJDAr. 

Sinus. — Tbi«  procedure  is  advocated  by  many  authors  in  extending  an 
operation  from  the  posterior  ethmoidal  cells.  A  strong  but  small- 
sized  curct  is  Introduced  into  the  nasal  cavity  in  an  upward  and 
backward  dirtciinn.  and  at  an  anj^'lc  of  45"  to  Ihc  nasal  floor,  until  it 
comes  in  contact  with  the  amerior  sphenoidal  wall,  through  which 
it  is  forced.  From  this  point  of  entry  Ihc  opening  shtmld  be 
enlarged  liy  puncliiiig  nut  sections  of  the  anterior  wall.  Tlirough 
this  opening  the  sinus  may  he  cvplored  and  curetted  if  necessary. 
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3.  The  Radical  Oi-ehation. — The  term  radical  operation  in  this 
connection  implies  the  removal  of  the  anterior  wall  of  the  splic- 
nuidal  sinus  and  the  curctmcnt  of  all  polypoid  tissue,  diseased 
mucous  membrane  and  necro.sed  bone  when  pre>ent,  preferably  by 
the  iniranahal  route.  Having  removed  the  posterior  ethmoidal  cells 
and  the  middle  turbinal,  entrance  is  made  through  the  ostium 
sphenoidale,  or  by  puncture  of  the  anterior  wall  (see  former  [)ara- 
graph).  Then  with  a  forceps  (Fig.  411)  and  a  sharp  curet  the 
rcmaininpf  portion  of  the  osseous  wall  is  removed  piece  by  piece. 
With  bright  illuniinatirm  a  good  rliinoscopic  view  of  each  step  of 
the  procedure  is  obtainable. 

Having  removal  tlie  anterior  wall  the  interior  of  the  sinus 
.'iliould  be  inspected  and  probed.  If  the  muccnis  membrane  is 
edematous  with  polypoid  excrescences  it  should  be  subjected  to 
vigorous  curctmcnt,  always  bearing  in  mind  that  the  procedure  is 
not  devoid  of  danger  if  the  outer  lateral  wall  is  broken  through.  In 
a  considerable  proportion  of  cases  the  polypi  arc  confined  In  the 
areas  surroimding  ihe  orifice,  in  which  event  the  more  healthy 
mucosa  should  remain  undisturbed. 
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The  final  step  of  the  operation  consists  in  washing  all  mucus 
and  shreds  of  bone  and  tissue  from  the  sinus  cavity,  after  which  it 
should  be  lightly  packed  with  a  strip  of  iodoform  gauze.  On  the 
following  day  the  gauze  may  be  removed  and  the  wound  irrigated 
with  a  warm  saline  solution.  The  further  treatment  consists  in 
daily  irrigation  and  the  prevention  of  contraction  and  partial  closure 
of  the  wound  by  exuberant  granulations.  It  is  often  necessary  to 
apply  a  2  to  5  per  cent,  nitrate  of  silver  solution  every  second  or 
third  day  about  the  opening  of  the  sinus  in  order  to  prevent  con- 
traction, until  finally  a  permanent  ample  orifice  is  secured.  A  recur- 
rence of  polypi  demands  a  secondary  curetment  and  packing  with 
gauze  for  a  few  days. 

The  results  as  a  rule  are  satisfactory  and  the  secretion  ceases 
in  a  short  time.  Other  cases  prove  to  be  refractory  and  recovery 
is  protracted.  In  the  protracted  cases  considerable  annoyance  is 
occasioned  by  the  retention  of  scales  and  crusts. 

External  Operations. — The  preliminary  steps  of  the  external 
operation  through  the  ethmoidal  labyrinth  are  described  in  the 
section  on  the  Etiimoidal  Sinuses. 

After  the  excavation  of  both  the  anterior  and  posterior  eth- 
moidal cells  is  completed,  the  sphenoidal  sinus  is  entered  by  break- 
ing through  the  anterior  wall.  The  wall  separating  the  sphenoidal 
cavity  from  the  po.sterior  ethmoidal  cell  is  extremely  thin  and  some- 
times it  has  already  broken  down.  Griinwald-  states  that  73  per 
cent,  of  his  cases  of  splic-noidal  sinus  affections  were  complicated 
with  disease  of  the  posterior  etiimnidal  ceils.  Here  cutting  forceps 
or  a  curet,  used  with  care,  forced  through  the  posterior  ethmoidal 
wall,  may  ea.sily  enter  tlic  sphenoidal  cavity,  which  may  then 
properly  be  explored,  flnslied  with  proper  solutions,  or  even  packed 
with  gauze  (I*"ig.  -4O0>. 

Jansen  has  advocated  a  method  of  approaching  the  sphenoidal 
cavity  througli  the  antrum  of  Highmore.  the  latter  cavity  being 
entered  through  a  larj^e  opening  in  the  canine  fossa. 

The  ethmoidal  cells  arc  first  entered  at  the  inner  and  upper  angle 
of  the  antrum,  the  direction  beinj,'  inward,  liackward  and  upward. 
Fiillowing  the  same  direction  the  sphenoidal  sinus  is  reached. 
Onodi  has  shown  by  measurements  of  skulls  that  the  Jansen  pro- 
cedure is  impossible  in  many  cases,  and  furthermore  it  is  not  devoid 
of  danger.  There  is  no  tangil)le  advantage  in  the  external  opera- 
tions over  the  intranasal  procedures  above  described ;  hence  they 
are  not  commended. 


-  Rapport    prOsinttf   a   I'.Vssoc.    iiicilic.    britatuiiniic    ii    Manchester,    Jtiillrt, 
1902. 


CHAPTER  XL. 

THE  CORRECTION*  01-  EXTERNAL  NASAL  DEFORMtTlES.  EPI- 
STAXIS,  KORKKiN  HUDlt^S  L\  THE  NOSE,  PARASITES  L\ 
THE  NOSE,  RHLNOLITHS,  NASAL  FURUNCULOSIS. 

External  nasal  deformities  arc  characterized  either  by  absence, 
ill  whole  ur  in  part,  uf  tlic  normal  anaiuinical  structure*  of  tlie  nose, 
or  cl^c  an  exajj^pcratinn  of  its  natural  contour.  The  intranasal 
dcf'Ttniiies,  usually  of  the  scptmn.  which  are  commonly  concerned 
with  tlie  cbanpes  in  tlie  external  .«iliai.)c  of  the  nose,  have  been 
described  in  Oia]Hers  XXXV  and  XXXVI. 

'ITie  common  variciics  of  nasal  dcforniiiies  arc:  (o.l  the  crot>kcd 
or  twisted  nose;  (b)  the  hooked  or  beaked  nose;  (r)  the  "saddle" 
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nose ;  (d)  the  flat  nose ;  (c)  the  broad-bridge  nose ;  (/)  the  pinched 
nose;  {(j)  tlie  "pound"  nose;  (/'I  partial  or  total  absence  of  nose. 

(tfl  The  most  common  deformity  of  ihc  nose  is  the  crooked  or 
txi-istt-d  tKisc.  bent  lu  eiiher  side  of  the  median  line  ( \rig.  412).  This 
type  of  external  nasal  deformity  is  caused:  1,  by  congenital 
asymmetry;  2,  by  external  violence  resulting  in  fracture  of  one  or 
both  iiasai  bones  (I*'ig.  413).  or  fracture  or  dislocation  of  the  bony 
or  cartilaginous  septum ;  3,  by  disease  of  the  soft  parts ;  4,  by  tumors. 

(b)  i'he  hooked  or  beaked  nose  is  really  an  exajjperaied  form 
of  the  ."m-caUed  "Knman"  noso,  which  naturally  has  an  arched  con- 
lour  \ilien  f^cen  in  profile  in  contradistinction  to  the  "Greek"  nose, 
which  presents  a  straight  prolilc.  The  hooked  mtsc  is  often  asso- 
ciated with  a  lu-ij;hlcniii)'  of  ihe  pulatal  arch,  which  causes  the 
superior  maxillary  bones  to  recede,  in  consequence  <jf-  wliich  the 
nasal  hones  becomes  more  prominent.  An  unduly  hiijli  palatal  arch 
is  either  congenital  or  due  to  juoulh-brcathinR  and  obstructed  nasal 
respiration,  brought  about  by  a  lymphoid  hypertrophy  or  adenoids 
in  the  nasopharynx.  Dcrtectinns  of  the  bony  or  cartilaginous 
septum  rarely  are  absent  in  these  cases, 

(f)  The  deformity  known  as  saddle-nose  (Fig.  416)  is  quite 
common. 

(629) 
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It  ia  characterized  by  a  depression  or  absence  of  the  natural 
nasal  arch,  and  is  due  to  cvtemal  violence  or  disease.  Syphilis 
(terlianJ.  in  the  majority  of  cases  i*  responsible  for  the  necrusts  o( 
the  nasal  bones  and  cartilages  which  results  in  a  sinkin*;  of  the  nasal 
bridge,  'ruberculosis,  lupus,  and  cancer  are  less  common  causes. 
Since  the  submucous  resection  of  the  nasal  septum  has  come  into 
popularity  a  few  cases  of  saddle-nose  Jiave  been  observed  where  thii 
operation  has  been  undertaken  during  the  active  stajje  of  a  luetic 
infection,  or  the  deformity  has  resulted  from  nejjIiKent  or  unskillful 
sul)muc<ius  surgery.  Necrotic  breaking  down  of  the  septal  tiasal 
cartilage  from  abscess  is  another  cause  of  saddle-nose. 

.  {d)  The  flat-n«sc  deformity  is  usually  due  to  direct  violence; 
sumc  cases  are  congenital,  in  wfiich  event  there  is  either  a  defect  or 
absence  of  some  of  the  skeletal  facial  structures. 


V\B.  413. — DklfHtilion  of  liotli  iiaul  boiics  attd  transverse  dcAectioo 
of  the  canJInffinous  septum  caused  by  exicrual  violence. 

(f)  An  opfwisitc  cnnditinn  to  the  (tat  or  saddle-nose  is  the  broad- 
bridge  nose,  a  rare  comtttion  in  which  the  broadening  and  thickening  h 
due  to  traumatism  or  intranasal  inlUmmatory  conditions,  either  of 
which  can  cause  a  periosteal  inBammation  with  increased  nutritioa 
to  the  nasal  bone  and  the  nasal  processes  of  tiic  superior  maxilla, 
resultinff  in  an  enlargement  or  spreading  of  the  nasal  bridpc.    ^ 

(f)  The  pinched  nose  (collapse  of  the  alxnasil  is  a  deformity  of 
the  ala  carlilancs  proix-r.  or  else  an  atrophy  of  the  muscular  fil»res  sur- 
rounding tlle^e:  often  cicatricial  bands  from  previous  ulcerative  dt»- 
ca5c  cause  permanent  narrowing  of  the  nostril. 

{(j)  Knlargement  of  tlie  bnllitius  portion  of  the  nose  is  often  fotind 
in  such  skin  diseases  a$  acne  rosacea,  and  in  the  "pound"  nose  of 
the  Germans.  This  deformity  is  also  present  in  some  cases  of 
rhinosclcroma. 

(A)  Absence  of  the  na5al  appendage  in  whole  or  In  |Hirt  is  due  to 
the  ravages  of  ulcerative  di'^ease-i  (cancer,  lujius  and  syphilisi,  or 
else  to  criminal  assault,  and  in  semicivilized  people  it  is  inflicted  a« 
a  penal  measure,  religious  niutilatiim  or  brutality.  It  is  included  in 
the  above  li^L  in  order  to  complete  the  list  of  external  nasal 
deformities. 
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Treatment. — Only  within  recent  years  has  the  rhinologi^t 
endcTvorfd  to  devise  efficient  means  of  treatment  for  corrcciing  the 
more  foiniiiiable  defoniulics.  At  present  the  treatment  is  based  either 
upon  prothetic.  surgical  or  mechanical  principles,  and  often  combines 
any  or  all  of  these  measures  in  indiviiltial  cases.  The  derinans.  French 
and  Italians  for  some  years  past  have  done  excellent  wurk  liy  way  of 
plastic  facial  surgery,  using  the  flap  grafting  method  in  most  cases. 
They  derive  the  tissue  cither  from  the  finger,  ami  or  forearm,  or  else 
from  the  adjacent  cutaneous  surfaces. 

This  plastic  method  is  particularly  serviceable  in  the  cases  where 
the  ulcerative  processes  of  the  diseases  mentioned  above  have 
destroyed  the  cutaneous  or  musculocutaneous  soft  structures  cover- 
ing the  nose  and  its  surrounding  areas.  The  reader  is  referred 
to  works  on  general  surgery  for  descriptive  detail  of  these  plastic  or 
grafting  operations. 

It  need  only  be  mentioned  that,  in  the  treatment  of  external 
deformities,  tlic  intranasal  irregularities  must  be  corrected  either 
before  or  after  the  operation  which  is  performed  to  relieve  the 
external  nasal  deformity.  The  crooked  or  Iwtslcd  aiid  the  hooked  or 
beaked  nose  arc  treated  either  by  the  external  meiliod  or  hy  the 
intranasal  subcutaneous  mclltod  as  practised  by  Roe. 

In  operating  by  the  external  method,  a  vertical  or  curved  inci- 
sion of  varying  length  is  made  tliroitgh  the  skin  and  the  periosteum 
which  covers  tlic  deformity  and  with  an  elevator  the  soft  tissues  are 
pushed  to  cither  side,  thereby  exposing  the  deformity,  which  is  now 
reduced  to  the  desired  le\cl  either  with  a  chisel  or  saw.  The 
pcrii'steum  is  then  drawn  over  the  denuded  bone  and  closed  by 
sutures  of  eatgul,  and  a  subcutaneous  suture  of  cat;;ui  is  us^-d  to 
close  the  external  wound.  With  primary  union  an  almost  invisible 
scar  results.  This  operation  possesses  the  advantage  of  accuracy  in 
lechnitjue  and  adequate  asepsis. 

Roe's  method  is  intranasal  and  consists  in  making  (he  incision  in 
the  nostril  bcncaih  and  anterior  to  the  ricfnrmity  so  that  the  skin  and 
periosteum  can  be  raised  from  the  deformity,  the  latter  then  being 
ablated  and  removed,  or  else  utilized  in  building  up  the  depressed 
portion  in  order  to  make  the  nose  symmetrical  and  give  it  the  desired 
shape.  Knc  savs:  "l-'xcept  in  very  large  noses,  it  is  rarely  neces- 
sary or  dcsirahlc  to  remove  any  portion  of  tissue,  or  even  hone,  for 
there  is  generally  a  correspondingly  depressed  portion  tiiat  requires 
filling  tip  to  give  the  nose  the  proper  shape.  Particularly  is  this  the 
case  where  the  cause  of  deformity  is  traumatic,  when  wc  simply 
have  a  displacement  rather  than  a  destruction  of  tissue,  which  should 
be  restored.  «<»  far  as  pos<;ible,  to  its  former  pnsitio-." 

A  slender  knife  or  saw  is  used  to  reduce  the  ileformity.  and  il:e 
leclinique  is  difhcull  to  describe,  since  it  must  vary  in  ?ix\\  given  case. 
Slowness  and  extreme  care  must  he  exercised  in  the  lipcratum,  and  both 
the  surgeon  and  patient  need  great  patience,  often  more  than  one 
operation  being  neccssarj'.  Roe  classi^es  nasal  deformities  sche- 
niaticallv  as  follows: — 
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Ttat^  hf  Ar  mjccocM  of  pira<B«  to  nod  one  or  6B  in  Ak 

m  the  cofttocr  of  tbc  Boee,  as  first  cBpAujed  by  Gersanv,  of  Vtcniu, 

in  1^00,  or  vargkal  means  nar  be  enqylof  t4. 


htj    41-1.— >iimn  »   jurats:!  tjTinjr. 


The  procheuc  mrtbod  of  solicutanroas  psraffia  mjcctjaas  is 
(ivorcfl  by  the  author.  Hannaa  Smitfa  ^  mwkrovrtl  the  _ 
technique,  Uierefajr  lc5$cning  the  dangers  and  iQ  enects  of  the  paniGn 
injccttmi*.  Three  case*  of  amaurL'^is  due  to  Ihrwnbosi*  of  one  of 
tbc  ophthalmic  vesseh  have  been  reported,  which  uodoabtcdly  were 
the  rcMilt  of  disregarding  the  caaiioa  tu  make  &rm  pressure  at 
the  roof  of  the  nose  in  order  to  prrrcnt  particles  of  tbc  injectrd 
parafiin  from  entering  the  circulatioo.  or  of  u^.in;'  liquid  ftaramn  itf 
parafhn  of  a  luw  nicltinii;  poinL  U&ually  the  remaining  ill  effects 
are  al>»ces6  formation  cr  sloughing  due  t"  inieciitm  at  the  site  of 
injection,  or  to  the  ptxir  cnn.siitutional  condition  of  the  patient  who 
receive*  the  injection.  Patients  who  are  victims  cither  of  syphilis 
in  an  active  <ttat;c.  diabetes  or  nephritis  arc  unfavorable  subjects  for 
the  |Kir;if)m  operations. 

Smith  advi«cs  the  u^c  of  paraffin  with  a  mcliinfj  point  of  115"  F.. 
which  he  f>bLains  by  adiling  sufficient  pciroleum  jelly  or  the   Kquid 
Dctrolatimt  kntiwn  as  albolenc  to  commercial  paraffin  meltincat  l-W' 
^,  tu  bring  it  down  l<p  115°  F.    This  may  be  injected  cold,  and  hence. 
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reduce  llic  danger  of  embolus  formation.  While  many  pvringcs 
have  been  devised  for  the  paraffin  injections,  that  of  Smith  (Fig. 
414)  seems  the  most  practical  and  is  the  one  tlie  author  has  used. 
It  has  a  screw  piston  which  allows  the  paraffin  to  be  injected  cold, 
and  the  amount  can  be  controlted  to  tiic  fraction  of  a  drop.  The 
cup  (Fig.  415)  is  fur  the  purpose  of  preparing  the  paraffin.  Smith 
lays  down  the  followitig  mode  nf  procedure: — 

Preparation  of  the  Patient. — 1.  The  nose  and  a<!jaccnt  areas 
should  be  scrubbed  with  green  soap  and  water.  2.  Tlie  area  should 
then  be  scrubbed  with  alcohol.  5.  The  head  is  then  covered  with  a 
towel  dampened  wilh  a  1 :  5000  solution  of  bichlorid  of  mercury,  and 
the  arms  and  shoulders  are  covered  with  a  sterilized  gown. 

Preparation  of  Instruments  and  Operator. — Both  the  paraffin 
.syringe,  which  is  o(  metal,  and  tlie  needle  should  be  boiled.  The 
paraffin,  which  comes  in  sterilized  lubes,  is  again  boiled  in  a  metal  cup. 


Fig.  415, — The  paruffin  cup. 


which  can  l>e  placed  in  any  sterilizer,  the  bottom  of  the  cup  being 
raised  sufficicutly  to  prevent  the  paraffin  from  scorching.  Tine  paraffin 
is  drawn  up  into  the  syringe  in  a  liquid  state,  after  which  the  syringe  is 
dropped  into  a  receptacle  nf  cold  sterilized  water,  which  soon 
solidifies  it.  The  hands  of  the  operator  and  his  assistant  should  be 
slerilircd. 

Xfetlwiis  of  Injection. — No  anesthetic  is  necessary,  altiiongh  some 
operators  prefer  cocaine  locally  injected.  Ilie  injection  of  the  cocaine 
is  as  painful  as  the  paraffin  injection.  The  patient  should  sit  upon  a 
fttool  of  a  Iieiglu  tliat.  when  the  head  is  tilted  backward,  his  nose  is 
about  on  the  level  of  the  operator's  elbow.  The  oju-rator  stands  behind 
and  to  the  k-ft  of  the  patient,  and  the  assistant  stands  in  front  and 
slighily  to  the  rigltt  of  the  patient.  The  as«islanl  grasps  the  nose  finnly 
with  the  halls  of  his  thumbs  pressed  against  the  nasal  bones,  and  with 
the  tips  touching  only  the  root  of  the  nose.  In  this  way  pressure  is 
exerted  along  both  sides  of  the  nose  and  thus  prevenf^  the  entrance  of 
the  paraffin  into  the  areolar  tissue  around  the  eye,  and  also  prevents  it 
from  entering  the  circidation.  should  the  needle  penetrate  a  small  vein. 
The  injection  should  be  made  from  above  downward,  as  this  is  the 
direction  away  from  flanger  and  towarrl  nature's  natural  barrier,  which 
is  the  adhcrcticc  of  the  skin  and  cartilage  of  the  tip  and  atae  of  the  nose. 
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Before  intrwlucine  tlw  nccillc,  immerse  it  in  hot  water,  ami  tloen 
give  llic  piston  several  turns  uniil  tlic  paraffin  comes  out  in  a  hard 
cylindrical  thread.  The  first  few  turns  of  the  piston  usually  ejects  an 
intcrruplfd  stream  of  paraffin  mixed  with  oil  and  water,  but,  after  a 
few  turns,  all  the  oil  and  water  is  expelled  and  the  paraffin  remains 
a  sulid  block  within  the  eyliuder  and  needle  of  the  syringe. 

At  the  {witit  of  injection,  the  i-kin  should  be  lifted  high  witli  firm 
pressure  am!  the  needle  introduced  beneath  tlie  !^ki^  an<l  into  the  areolar 
lis5uc  alwve  the  iMjriosteinn.  Tlie  point  of  the  needle  is  made  to 
I>cnctratc  lo  a  point  just  beyond  the  depression,  where  the  injection 


Fig.  <16.— rhoiograph  of  a  saJdlc-back  nose,  the  result  of 
external  violence. 

is  begun  slowly  and  is  continued  a$  the  needle  is  gradually  with- 
drawn. It  is  advisable  to  stop  the  injection  from  time  to  time  and 
mold  the  paraflin  to  meet  tlic  rtrqui rente nLs  of  the  case.  Mean- 
while the  needle  is  not  withdrawn,  but  the  syringe  is  held  in  place 
by  an  assistant.  As  a  rule  it  is  unwise  to  ovcrcfnie  the  di-formity 
with  a  single  injection,  but  in  many  instances  one  injcctiun  pruvcs 
sufficient.  When  anemia  of  the  surface  occurs,  the  injection  should 
cease,  as  this  is  the  ilanger  signal  that  the  tissue  will  stand  no  morr, 
The  needle  shouhl  be  carefully  withdrawn,  and  the  hemorrhage, 
if  there  is  any,  controlled  with  adrenalin,  after  which  the  puncture 
point  should  be  scaled  with  colloilion.  The  patient  should  tte  a<lvi>icd 
to  rest  in  Wrl  for  the  remainder  of  the  day.  and  lo  apply  ice-cloths  lo 
the  surface  of  the  nose.  When  the  paraffin  melts  at  115"  !•".  and  is 
injected  coUl,  it  enters  the  tissue  as  a  hard  mass,  and  cooling  sprays  art 
unnecessary. 


CORRECTION  OF  NASAL  DEFORMITIES. 


635 


A  second  injection  sliouM  not  lie  made  under  one  month,  inasimieh 
as  nature  can  do  no  more  than  care  for  llie  first  injection  during  tliis 
time,  and  any  additional  demand  might  result  in  necrosis. 

In  the  author's  opinion  it  is  far  preferable  to  inject  loo  little 
paraffin  than  too  much  at  the  first  sitting,  inasmuch  as  an  amount  in 
excess  of  the  retjuireinents  not  only  creates  a  ticw  deformity,  but  is 
more  liable  to  he  followed  by  ulceration  or  other  serious  reaction. 

Furthermore  by  injec'ling  from  above  downward  the  paraffin  is 
easily  controlled  and  mohlcd  into  its  proper  position  with  less  clanger 
of  accidents. 


Hg.  417. — The  itaddtc-back  defovmity.  shown  in  Fig.  416,  lia»  l>ircn 
corrected  by  an  injection  of  paraffin. 


A  side-view  photograph  of  a  patient  operated  upon  hy  the 
author  hy  the  paraffin  method,  in  which  the  deformity  was  caused 
by  external  violence,  is  shown  in  Fig.  416.  One  injection  proved 
sufficient  to  overcome  the  deformity  (Fig.  4]7l. 

Carter,  in  correcting  depressed  or  irregular  deformities  of  the 
nose,  makes  a  meehanical  rep1aa>ment  by  the  u^^e  of  a  comhinetl  bvlilge 
and  intranasal  splint.  The  principle  invnivcd  is  mechanical  and 
rests  on  the  reconstruction  of  tlic  broken-down  nasal  arch,  the  Intra- 
nasal splints  "one  acting  from  within  the  nose  at  the  apex,  and  the 
other  from  the  outside  of  the  base,"  thus  restoring  the  former  sym- 
meiry  of  a  flattened  nasal  arch.  Carter  descrilics  the  apiwratus  and 
mode  of  procedure  as  follows: — 

"The  apparatus  shown  in  Fij?-  "^18  consists  of  a  fenestrated  steel 
bridge,  the  wmgs  of  which  are  connected  by  a  hinge,  and  the  distance 
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to  which  they  can  be  separated  is  regulated  by  a  thumbscrew.  The 
edges  of  the  wings  are  padded  with  rubber,  and  small  holes  near  the 
edges  permit  the  gauze  padding  to  be  stitched  on.  The  second  part  of 
the  instrument  consists  of  two  small,  hard-rubber  splints  perforated 
by  four  small  holes. 


Fig.  418. — Bridge  and  intranasal  splint  for  correcting  depressed 
deformities  of  the  nose.     (Carter,  with  permission.) 


"The  application  of  the  apparatus  is  as  follows,  assuming  that 
there  is  a  recent  depressed  fracture,  or,  in  the  case  of  an  old  deformity, 
that  the  tissues  have  been  thoroughly  mobilized  by  a  previous  operation 
to  be  described  later:    No.  14  iron-dyed  silk  is  passed  through  one 


Pin.  41''. — Scttinnal  \it'w  ot   splint  and  bridge  in  place. 

(i'lirlcr.  witi;  pi'rmissimi.) 

»)f  the  Imlcs  in  the  hard-rubber  splint  and  knotted;  the  other  end  is 
threaded  into  a  larf,'e  curved  needle;  thi.s  is  i)assed  from  within  the 
niise  ihroufih  tlic  cartilaf,'iiKnis  dorsum  just  helmv  its  attachment  to  the 
nasal  hours.  This  process  is  repeated  on  the  opposite  side.  The 
bridge  is  then  applied  and  the  swings  adju.sted  with  the  thumbscrews 
to  give  the  projier  support  to  tlic  base  of  the  nasal  triangle.    The 
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sutures  arc  then  nin  through  the  fcncstrse  in  ihc  bridge,  correspond- 
ing vertically  lu  Iheir  exit  front  the  nose  and  drawn  tight  enough  to 
lift  the  dorsum  ini"  its  proper  position.  The  sutures  are  then  lied 
tf^cthcr  over  the  hinge.  There  «;houId  only  be  sufficient  tension  to 
support  the  bridge-  The  diagram  (Fig-  AlO)  shows  the  bridge  and 
splint  in  pubitiun.    The  splint  rest;^  partly  under  the  nasal  bune  and 


Fig.  420. — lUuslraiiiig  ihc  mechanics  of  the  inlranaul  splint  and  bridgt. 
(Carter,  with  permission.! 

partly  under  the  cartilaginouK  dorsum.  The  result  of  pressure 
and  counlerpressure  keeps  the  apparatu-s  in  position:  it  should  be 
worn  for  ten  days  or  two  weeks. 

"The  respiratory  function  of  the  nose  i.s  not  interfered  with  after 
the  6rst  two  or  three  days,  and  the  [^tatients  do  not  complain  of  great 
discomfort  while  wearing  the  ap]>araius.     Ii  is  belter  for  the  patient 


Fig.  421.— The  firtmary  tiictsion   fcir  cliMn-tlinft  a  flap  from  ihe  llMir  and 
septal  side  of  ihc  nicatuii.    iMattitnty,  with  |>«miiM>ioci,) 

to  remain  in  bed  during  the  trcatn»eni,  but  if  tlie  bridge  is  anchored  to 
Uie  forehead  with  adheiiivc  plaster  he  may  sit  up. 

"According  to  Treves,  in  «ncompIicaie<I  fractures  of  the  nose,  there 
is  fixation  in  eight  day.-;  and  Ijony  union  in  two  weeks. 

"Tlie  mcclianic*  of  the  a])pttralu:i  is  shown  in  the  diagram  (Fig. 
420).  A  represents  llic  downward  pressure  appli«l  to  the  base  of  the 
nasal  triangle  and  is  pro<luccd  by  the  tension  of  the  sutures  passing 
through  tlie  dorstmi  of  the  nose :  B  shows  the  horironial  pressure  umlcr 
control  of  the  thumbscrew.  Tlic  resultant  force — that  actually  appli»l 
Bt  the  base— ii  represented  by  a  hne.  C,  bisecting  the  angle  formed  by 
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W  and  B,  and  is  Uk  proiwr  direction  to  support  the  haw  of  the  iiasd 
triangle.  A  cunibination  of  this  dmvnuard  and  Jnwanl  pre^tstire 
applied  at  the  hasc  and  lUc  halancing  upward  pull  at  the  apex  of  the 
nasal  triangle  when  applied  to  a  not»e  in  which  the  Ixuiy  (ranicwork  has 
been  niohilijtci  will  tend  to  consinict  a  norntal  symmetrical  organ. 
This  I  have  demonstrated  on  the  cadaver  as  well  as  on  the  living 
subject." 

The  Carter  oiieration  is  particularly  applicable  to  cases  where  there 
is  a  tendency  to  broadening  of  the  nose,  owing  to  the  spreading  apart 
of  the  nasal  liones. 

Plates  of  rublwr.  silver  anci  aluminum,  etc.,  have  been  introduced 
surgically  under  the  skin  of  the  nose  to  correct  the  depressed  or  &a<ldlc- 
nose  deformity,  but  u>>uany  they  meet  with  little  success  on  account  of  j 


Fig.  422. — The  doltt-J  line  illuslratcb  tiic  backwan!  discretion 
along   the   Itoor   3t  the   mik'ncutnncoiis  juticiion,      (Mackenty,   with 
mission.  J 

the  unavoidable  sloughing  which  ensues.  Each  dcforraitv  is  a 
law  unto  it&elf,  and  no  particular  method  is  applicable  to  all  cases. 
kctinrd  surpical  judgment  is  required  to  meet  with  success  in 
any  given  ca.se.  In  the  pincUcd-nose  deformity,  paraffin  injections  along 
the  floor  of  the  vestitudc  have  been  recommended  in  llcnnany.  Tbc 
paraffin  acts  as  a  splint  when  set  and  so  holds  the  wing  of  tlie  na»e 
outward. 

The  following  o|»eration  for  the  pinched  nose  has  been  devised  by 
Dr.  J.  E.  Mackenty:  "The  operation  aims  to  enlarge  the  anterior 
naris  by  lowering  and  widening  itj  Iloor.  This  is  done  by  dissecting 
up  a  dap  (Fig.  421)  from  the  tluor  and  septal  side,  extending  the 
dissection  backward  Iwyond  the  ridge  of  bone  which  cros5ies  the 
floor  at  the  mucocmancous  junction  (Fig.  432). 

"The  bone  ridge  js  then  removed  down  to  the  level  of  the  meatal 
floor  behind.  All  rctiundant  tissue  is  chiselerl  away  from  the  base  of 
tlie  septum  with  scis.<iors  and  forceps:  all  unnecee^sary  tissue  is  removed 
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from  the  flap,  leaving;  r>nly  cuiiclc  ami  mucosa.  Then  tlie  (lap  is  cut 
bcipuning  lugti  up  on  the  septum  and  slanting  backwani  to  tlic  tl<x-ir 
(Fig.  423).  This  allows  the  flap  to  fall  to  the  newly  made  flour,  where 
it  is  stitched  (Fip-  424).  'I'his  leaves  the  ilfriuded  area  (Fig.  424)  on 
the  septuni,  whicli  reduces  the  subsequent  contraction  to  a  minimum. 
The  air  now  freely  passing  tlirough  the  lower  portion  of  the  nostril 
obviates  ihe  valve  action  of  the  al»  nasi  above." 

In  ihe  "pound"  nose  deformity  good  results  have  been  reported 
from  the  use  of  the  high-frequency  current  and  electrolysis.  Where 
the  nasal  appendage  is  entirely  wanting  a  false  nose  of  rubber  or 
cflhiIoi<l,  (icsh  tinted  and  held  in  place  with  spectacles  (Fig.  425), 
aiTor<U  &uch  patients  much  satisfaction  and  comfort. 


FiK.  423.  — Tho  fliip  lias  been 
(l[8.sected  froni  the  noor  of  the 
i)i>«tnl.  (A/tfi-tfidj'.  with  permis- 
slua.] 


Fig.  424.  — The  flap  hax  Iw^ca 
sutured  to  the  line  of  the  original 
inciKinn.  (Xfafiirnly,  wllti  per- 
mmion.) 


EPISTAXIS. 

Epistaxis  or  bleeding  from  the  interior  of  the  nose  is  due  to 
a  variety  both  of  local  and  constitutional  coitditions.  It  is  com- 
m<in  in  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fourteen,  and  rare 
during  middle  life.  In  old  age  it  usually  occurs  as  a  result  of  some 
constitutional  disease  or  local  neoi»Iasm.  As  a  rule,  when  properly 
managed.  na.sal  hemorrhage  is  not  of  serious  import,  except  in 
hemophiliacs,  in  malignancy,  or  arteriosclerosis,  .\ccording  to  Castlc- 
bur)'.  in  90  per  cent,  of  all  cases  of  nasal  hemorrhage  the  seat  of  the 
hemorrhage  i>  in  the  anterior  portion  of  the  nasal  septum. 

Etiology. — The  local  causes  of  nasal  hemorrhage  are  chiefly 
as  follows:  1.  Traumatism  from  intrajiasal  operation.-i ;  injuries  both 
direct  and  indirect — falls,  blows  upon  the  nose,  stab-wounds,  etc.  2. 
Defects  of  the  cartilaginous  .septum;  contact  of  the  dust-laden  inspired 
air  upon  its  convex  surface,  which  in  turn  produces  irritation  and 
finally  erosions  and  hemorrhage.  3.  Atrophic  rhiniti?.  Attempts  to 
remove  the  inspisiiated  crusts  in  this  iliscasc.  by  picking  the  nose,  are 
prone  to  prodtice  erosions  upon  the  septum  anri  turbinals  and  subse- 
c|ucnl  hemorrhage.  4.  Acute  rhinitis.  In  severe  ca.ses  of  acnte  itiflam- 
mation  of  the  nasa!  mucosa,  hemorrhage  is  induced  as  a  result  of 
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cxccs&ive  blawtitg  ot  Ihe  nose    5.  Varicose  veins  in  the  scfrtal  mnoan 

are  prone  to  attacks  of  hemorrhage,  even  upon  slight  injur)',  or  whea 
acutely  inflanwsl.  (».  The  prcwnct-  of  foreign  bodic*  and  >ciiiic*ira  in 
the  nasal  cavities  is  jtlcndcd  with  var>*ing  degrees  uf  heT>orrliage.  7. 
Tul>erculcms  or  syphilitic  iilceraiions  and  Icitrosy.  8.  MaHgnani  neo- 
plaMiis,  sarrotnata  and  carcinomata  (see  Chapter  XLIl).  9.  FVrfor-' 
ating  ulcer  of  the  nasal  septtim.  10.  Benign  neoplasms,  ttasal  polypi.  { 
libromata,  etc, 

Kpislaxis  is  of  general  or  constilulional  origin,  as  fi^lows:  I, 
Febrile  diseases:  chiefly  naial  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever,  measles,  pnca- 
munia,  typhoid  and  typhus  fever,  inrincnza.  iralarial  and  relapsing 
fevers.  2.  lilood  diseases:  anemia,  hemophilia,  leukemia,  puqnira 
hxiiiorrhagica,  chlorosis,  scorbutus,  and  chronic  malaria.  3.  Diseases 
of  the  heart  and  vewels:  valvular  lesions,  cardiac  hypertrophy, 
Bright's  disease,  pulmonary  emphysema,  etc.  4.  Grrhosis  of  the  hver. 
'    The  pressure  of  large  tumors  upon  the  btood-veftscls  of  the  neck. 

6.  Violent  cxcrlion.  7.  Temporary  so- 
journ in  exiranely  high  altitudes.  8.  Vt- 
cjirimis  hemorrhage  from  sndden  sup- 
[>rc■^s!on  uf  the  menstrual  fluid. 

Diagnosis. — The  diagnosis  of  nasal 
hemorrhage  is  based  upon  the  appear^ 
auce  of  a  How  of  blood  from  the  anterior 
nares.  F.xceptions  to  this  rule  are  fouml 
in  those  cases  where  hemorrhage  which 
arises  from  tlic  lungs,  larynx,  or 
phar>'nx.  or  from  fractures  of  the  cran- 
ial bones,  flows  ( roni  the  nose.  1  n 
paiienis  recovering  from  anesthetics,  or 
I'm.  425.— A  false  noat.  who  for  other  reasons  remain  in  a  supine 

fifjsitian,  especially  upon  the  bac-k,  a  con- 
tinuous backward  flow  of  blocMl.  from  the  na.sal  pa.^$agcs  into  the 
pharynx,  may  be  swallowed  and  discovered  only  upon  ihe  appearance 
of  siih'^qiient  attacks  of  vomiting.  More  specifically,  the  diagnosis 
depends  ui»«mi  the  discovery  of  the  actual  scat  of  the  [»olnl  of  bleeding 
within  the  nasal  cavities. 

TreatnienL— (d)  i.ocal.  In  a  majority  of  ihe  simpler  cases  stid- 
dcn  epistaxis  Is  sclf-limitcd  and  no  treatment  is  required.  This  Is 
rs|>ccialty  tnic  of  attacks  which  occur  in  young  robust  children.  In 
cases  of  the  al>ove  lyiKr  the  sudden  attack  is  almost  immediately  fol* 
lowed  hy  an  eijually  sudden  cessation  of  the  flow  of  blood,  flence  ihe 
loss  of  1)Io(k1  is  immaterial.  Tor  some  time  suhiiefiiicnl  to  the  attack, 
ibe  paiu-nl  should  he  advised  against  blowing  the  nose,  or  \-iolcni  ex- 
ercise, prolonged  hemorrhage,  without  evidence  of  conMitulional  dis- 
ease or  tumors,  is  usually  amenable  to  local  ai>plications  of  adrenalin 
lo  the  scat  of  the  hemorrhage,  or  icc-nacks  placed  U[>on  the  nate. 
Temponiry  pressure  with  tam]K3ns  held  tightly  upon  the  bleeding  point 
may  control  .ind  terminate  the  hemorrhage.  In  severe  cases  a  sni.-i)l 
syringeful  of  ice-water  may  be  injected  into  the  nrjslril,  while  at  the 
lame  time  the  fare  i?  covered  with  a  towel  whii'b  h.is  been  iimiHT^ed 
in  ice-water,  and  the  feet  arc  immersed  in  hot  water.     Irrigations  of 
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lOt  water  often  are  cffeciivc  in  conlrullinjr  n,i<al  lit-morrliage.  When 
due  to  a  rupture  of  a  septal  bload-vessel  aiid  tlie  attacks  of  tiaimrrlia^c 
are  both  ?rc»iucnt  ami  pnilon^X'ii.  the  bleeding  vessel  shnuld  be 
destroyed  by  means  of  an  a[>plication  of  chromic  acid  fiLsed.  or  by  the 
galvaiMxaulcry  puiKlure.  The  cautery  point  should  be  heated  to  a 
cherry  red  only.  I  lypo<lermics  of  human  or  horse  serum  arc  now 
being  employed  for  the  cnnlrul  of  pcrsisiiml  lieniorrhage.  especially  in 
hemophiliacs.  Thrombokina>e,  locally  applied  to  bleeding  surfaces,  is 
cmployt'd  at  the  Manlialiaii  ICyc,  l'".ar  and  Throat  i  lospital. 

Severe  hemorrhages  from  bloud-visssels  which  have  been  severed 
by  imranasal  oi>erations.  which  do  not  subside  in  resironse  to  applica- 
hons  of  adrenalin  or  ihc  cold  pack,  require  some  sort  of  continued 
pressure.  A  small  piece  of  Hemay's  sinrnge  or  gauze  packing  usually 
la  effective.  A  strip  of  gauze  immersed  in  a  soKilion  of  acetotartrate 
of  aluminum  of  12  ]>cr  cent,  and  inserted  into  the  narcs  not  only  in- 
duces pressure,  but  arts  as  an  astringent  upon  the  bleeding  vessel. 
Furthermore,    the   antiseptic   quality    of   the    solution   preserves  the 


l"i^.  4Jw. — Till  i>clocq  soiii.il. 

tampon,  so  that  it  may  =afely  be  left  in  situ  fnr  from  twenty-four  to 
forty-cighi  hours. 

An  .ivailable  asirliigcnt  lo  he  applied  is  niiraic  of  silver  in  5  to  20 
per  cent,  solution,  \  ioh-nl  nasal  hemitrrli;y,T,  when  due  to  serious 
constitutional  causes,  and  when  not  amenable  to  the  aliovc-named 
nx^surcs,  rc^iuirc;  a  cnnihinatinn  of  postnasal  and  antcronasal  plug- 
ging as  a  last  resort.  For  this  purp^jsc  a  Belocq  sound  ( l-'ig.  4JC )  is 
introduced  through  the  anterior  nares  and  its  spiral  portion  ejected 
into  the  pharynx.  To  the  (listal  end  of  the  hitter  a  thread  is  tied,  and 
the  sound  gradually  witlidrawn  with  its  thread  attachment.  ,'\  large 
tamiKJn  of  al)>iorbful  cott<in  is  then  tied  to  the  pharyngeal  end  of  the 
thread,  and  the  mass  drawn  upward  into  the  ei)ipharynx.  and  tightly 
against  lliu  fhtwiia,*.  The  anlerior  nares  are  llieii  tightly  plugged.  Tliis 
method  of  tainiKining  the  nose  and  nasopharynx  produces  extreme  dis- 
comfort to  the  patient  and  often  induces  attacks  of  purulent  otitis 
media,  ilemorrliagc  induced  by  the  presence  of  foreign  bodies  in  the 
nasal  cavities  usually  subsides  quickly  upon  their  rcinoval. 

General  Treatment. — rollowing  a  'severe  attack  of  nasal  hemor- 
rhage, or  recurrfni  attacks  of  cpistaxis,  especially  when  the  loss  of 
blood  has  Iieen  sufTicienl  to  produce  extreme  weakness  and  anemia,  an 
enema  or  an  intravemms  injection  of  a  warm  saline  .solution  should  be 
fldminislcrett  and  the  ]>atient  should  remain  in  bed  for  several  days  or 
weeks.  dc]>cnding  ujx)n  the  gravity  of  the  symptoms.  Fresh  air,  nutri- 
tious diet,  and  the  internal  administration  of  iodin  combined  with 
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strydinia  ^vilI  hasicii  recover)'.  When  due  to  grave  constitutional  dis- 
eases, such  as  Urighi's  disease,  cirrhosis  of  tht  liver,  or  lo  malignan: 
tumors,  epislaxib  liceoiiies  a  grave  and  troublesome  symptom,  ajxd 
S)>ccia!  iiicasun-s  must  W-  employed  for  its  relief.  In  case  of  iiiaiig- 
tiant  growths,  cauterization  or  t]ic  entire  removal  of  tlic  neoplasnii 
offers  the  best  rcMdts.  while  individuals  suiTering  ironi  the  afwve- 
iiained  con^iiiuiional  diseases  slwuld  be  referred  lo  internists  for  ad- 
vice and  ircaiincnt. 

FOREIGN  BODIES  IN  THE  NOSE. 

An  almost  endless  variety  of  inanimate  foreign  bodies  6nd  lodg- 
ment within  the  naital  cavities.  Young  diiklren  are  prone  to  insert 
small  ohjecis.  such  as  shoe- button x,  |>i«ces  of  cloth,  peatt.  hcan.i,  seeds, 
hooks  and  eyes.  pins,  beads,  etc,  into  the  anterior  narcs.  Tlic  ni(»t 
ofTensivc  foreign  lK>dy  which  the  author  lias  removed  fro:n  a  chdd's 
nose  was  a  section  of  school  sponge,  whidt  had  been  in.scried  three 
nirmtlis  previously,  jnsane  jHrrsons  and  idiots  seem  lo  possess  an  inor- 
dinate fondness  for  filling  the  anterior  nare  with  any  small  r)bject5  or 
masses  which  may  he  at  band.  A  distinct  lyi>e  of  Intranasal  foreign 
IxKiics  is  represented  by  bullets,  sliot,  pieces  of  shells,  tlie  broken  lips 
of  knives,  dirks  and  stilettos,  aiid  explosives,  l-'inally,  foreign  boilies 
may  find  access  to  the  nasal  cavities  by  way  of  the  na»3|>[iarynx  as  a 
result  of  vomiting,  eructations,  or  sudden  sneezing  or  o^nghing  while 
in  ihe  .irl  of  swallow  ing. 

Symptoms.— The  symi>toms  are  nasal  hemorrhage  (not  con- 
stant), pain,  nasal  obstruction,  dead  voice,  and.  when  the  forri}:n  h™ly 
has  remained  for  long  i»criods.  there  is  a  unilateral,  muoopnrulcnt, 
fetid  discharge,  and  excoriation  of  the  borders  of  ibe  nostril  and  tipper 
lip.  upon  cxainiiution  the  obstrtKtive  mass  is  observed  in  the  nual 
cavity. 

Diagnosis. — In  addition  to  the  history  and  symptoms  above 
described,  ihc  dia^osis  depends  upon  the  exclusion  of  na«al  |>olvpi, 
tumors,  sequestra  of  bone,  and  indurated  ulcerations.  Rliinoscopic 
examination,  with  briglu  illumination,  preceded  by  an  application  of 
adrenalin  to  the  nasal  mucosa,  and  aided  by  the  touch  of  a  probe,  nsu- 
ally  rcvcalf  the  foreign  body. 

Treatment. — The  following  directions  arc  recommended  for  the 
removal  of  foreinn  bodies  from  the  nasal  cavities,  viz.,  spray  the  na-sal 
mucn?;.-!  wiili  a  solution  composed  of  cocaine,  4  per  cent.,  and  adrenalin. 
1 ;  5000.  twenty  nMntites  before  the  oiK'ralion. 

Under  ample  ilhiminaiion  and  with  the  nostril  widely  dilated, 
grasp  tlie  object  with  strong  foixcps  and  carefully  withdraw  it.  When 
the  object  has  an  oval  smooth  surface,  pass  a  sliglitly  curved  ring  ninrt 
or  hook  beyond  ihc  body,  then  tilt  the  handle  upward  and  drag  it  oal- 
In  case  a  diild  is  intractable,  or  an  adult  is  hystrrical  or  extremely 
scnsilive.  and  in  every  instance  when  the  foreign  body  is  deeply  in- 
serted or  imbeddc<I  in  the  soft  tisst>es  or  bone,  the  operation  should  be 
performed  under  peneral  anesthesia.  Kxtemal  operations  are  some- 
times imperative  for  the  removal  of  Iar:ge,  deeply  imbedded  foreign 
bodies. 
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PARASITES  (MAGGOTS,  SCREWWORMS,  FUNGI,  ETC.). 

The  nose  is  rardy  the  habitat  of  narasitcs  in  tcmiwrale  or  cold 
climates,  hui  iit  tropical  countries  a  considerable  variety  of  parasites, 
iiuch  as  ina^uLs,  screwwomis  and  variuiis  fungi  arc  fmind  iit  ihc  nasal 
cavities  of  the  natives,  especially  those  of  filthy  habits.  From  the 
cases  rci)orio<i  hy  Goldsifln,  Kostcr  and  Sletrlc,  it  would  appear  that 
larvae  in  enormous  numbers  hatch  from  the  I'gK^  which  arc  dciKisiu-d 
ill  the  nasal  cavities  hy  certain  flics,  and.  furthermore,  that  the  offend- 
ing flies  arc  usually  altracled  to  the  nasal  cavities  by  the  presence 
tliere  of  specific  necrosis,  ozena  and  similar  affections.  Tlie  screw- 
worm  and  maggots  are  the  chief  varieties. 

Symptoms. — Tlie  organisms  give  rise  to  sensations  of  heat,  itch- 
ing, pain  and  sneezing,  and  later  to  intense  inflammation  of  the  nasal 
mucosa,  serosangiiinenns  discharge,  and,  finally,  in  case  they  burrow 
into  the  tissues,  to  external  swelling. 

Treatment. — The  larvae  must  first  he  killcil  by  injecting  a  dilute 
(25  per  cem.)  solution  of  chloroform  into  the  nasal  chambers,  after 
^vhich  they  should  be  removed  by  means  of  curet  or  forceps,  and  the 
nai^al  douche. 


RHINOLITHS, 

Rhinoliths  generally  depend  upon  some  foreign  body,  which  serves 
as  a  nucleus  around  which  the  concretion  forms. 

Treatment. — When  of  small  size  and  conveniently  located,  the 
removal  of  a  rhinoliih  is  a  simple  procedure.  Under  cocaine  anes- 
thesia, aided  by  bright  illumination,  tlie  mass  should  be  gras|)cd  with  a 
suitable  forceps  and  withdrawn.  Rhinnliths  of  large  dimensions 
should  he  removed  under  general  ancsdicsia.  It  is  sometimes  neces- 
sary lo  cnish  the  mass  and  (Itcn  remove  the  fragmcnis  piece  by  piece. 
in  which  event  no  portion  of  the  rhinolith  should  be  allowed  to  enter 
the  larynx. 

NASAL  PURUNCULOSIS. 

runinculosis  of  tlie  nasal  cavities  is  characterized  by  the  appear- 
ance of  a  cireumscrihed.  jwinful  swelling  in  some  portions  of  the  cuta- 
neous lining  of  the  vestibule,  which  eventuates  in  abscess  formation. 

Etiology. — They  are  caused  by  pyogenic  micro-organisms,  which 
gain  access  into  the  subcutaneous  tissues  tlirough  the  iiair  follicles,  the 
sudoriparous  glands,  or  from  tranmati.sm.  Picking  the  nose  is  a  pro- 
lific source  of  this  affection.  Tlicy  are  more  commonly  found  amon? 
the  ill-nourished  and  those  who  have  become  exhausted  by  overwork 
or  disease. 

Treatment.— The  abscess  should  be  deqily  incised,  its  contents 
scraped  nut  with  a  small,  sharp  curet.  and  the  cavity  irrigated  with  a 
V  anu  solution  of  boric  acid  or  hichlorid  of  mercury.  1 :  5000.  The 
subsequent  treatment  consists  of  cleansing  alkaline  sprays  and  applica- 
tions of  horoglyccrid.  50  per  cent,  or  ichthyol,  25  per  cent.,  in  order 
to  prevent  recurrence. 


CHAPTER  XLI. 

XASAL  NEUROSES. 

Two  general  types  of  nasal  neuroses  are  herein  considered:  I, 
sensory  (neuroses  of  olfaction)  ;  2,  reflex  neuroses. 

SENSORY   (NEUROSES  OF  OLFACTION). 

The  various  types  and  degrees  of  sensory  neuroses  are  classified 
as,  1,  anosmia;  2,  hy{>erosniia ;  3,  ])ari)sniia. 

ANOSMIA. 

Anosmia  is  the  term  commonly  employed  to  define  a  partial  or 
total  loss  of  the  sense  of  smell. 

Etiology. — Temporary  anosmia  is  a  common  symptom  of  ordi- 
nary "cold  in  the  head,"  in  which  event  it  is  due  to  the  swelling  and 
engorgement  of  the  intranasal  mucosa  and  the  consequent  ohstruction 
to  the  free  access  of  air  into  the  nasal  passages.  In  the  more  severe 
tyi>es  of  intranasal  inflammation,  especially  wlien  due  to  grippe,  measles, 
nasal  (hphtheria  and  scarlatina,  the  loss  of  smell  may  be  prolonged  and 
even  permanent. 

Any  form  of  prolonged  nasal  obstruction  may  cause  impairment 
of  olfaction,  Xasal  polypi,  septal  deviations,  enlarged  middle  turbinals. 
tumors  and  extensive  hyperplasia  are  the  chief  obstructive  lesions  con- 
cerned in  impairment  ui  the  sense  of  smell.  Certain  nasal  diseases, 
by  interfering  with  the  nerve  endinjrs.  arc  prone  to  induce  anosmia. 

The  chief  of  these  are  atrophic  rliinitis.  purulent  rhinitis,  disease  of 
the  accessory  sinuses,  syphilitic  ami  tiiherciihms  lesions.  Furthermore, 
anosmia  may  he  in<!uceil  hy  traumatism,  noxious  inlialations,  and  the 
use  of  harmful  druLjs.  I'sually  it  is  bilaleral,  luit  it  may  he 
unilateral. 

Prognosis.^1"Iic  prn<,ninsis  is  favnralilo  except  in  cases  where 
tiie  auf)sniia  is  tlic  re-ult  of  deep-seated  patliolngical  changes  in  the 
mucosa,  (ir  to  k^ion-;  iiivolviiif,'  the  trunk  of  ihe  olfactory  nerve.  In 
recent  cases,  when  due  to  intranasal  iil.-;tructive  lesions,  full  recovery 
may  be  expected. 

Treatment. — The  underlying  cau-e  >houl<!  he  determined  and 
eliminated. 

Obstnicli:-r  Lesions. — The  treatment  of  olistrnctive  lesions,  the 
<lifferent  forms  of  rhinitis,  and  of  tlie  a(Ycclii.nis  of  ttie  nasal  accessor)' 
sinuses  lias  been  fully  delined  in  the  fore^^'oiiif;  chapters. 

Tile  internal  a(lmiTii--trati()Ti  of  strychnine  ^ulph.,  gr.  U,„,  three 
tiiuf-  <lailv.  ami  potassium  indid.  yr.  1?  tl^  .10.  daily,  and  local  cleansing 
of  tiie  intraua-^al  nmcwa  witli  Iitaiid  alkaline  suhitions  are  measures 
deserving  uf  commendation. 

HYPEROSMIA. 

The  term  livjierosmia   is  employed  tn  denote  a  morbidly  acute 
sensitiveness  to  (ulors.  or.  in  exaggerated  cases,  to  positive  nlfactori- 
illusions. 
(M41 
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The  affection  is  usually  a  manifestation  of  hysteria,  neurasthenia, 
and  sexual  or  menstrual  disturbances.  In  the  treatment  of  these  cases 
the  aim  should  be  to  correct  the  underlying  cause. 

PAROSMIA. 

The  term  parosmia  denotes  a  perversion  or  hallucination  of  the 
sense  of  smell.  There  are  two  general  types  of  the  affection — one  a 
perversion  of  a  normal  odor,  and  the  other  a  wholly  imaginary  odor. 
Both  are  usually  most  disagreeable  (cacosmia)  and  evoke  serious  com- 
plaint on  the  part  of  the  patient.  It  is  a  common  hallucination  among 
the  insane,  and  occasionally  is  observed  in  epilepsy  and  hysteria. 

REFLEX  NEUROSES. 

1,  Hyperesthetic  rhinitis  (hay  fever)  ;  2,  asthma;  3,  nasal  hydror- 
rhea; 4,  cerebrospinal  rhinorrhea;  5,  epilepsy  of  nasal  origin. 

HYPERESTHETIC  RHINITIS. 

Synonyms. — Hay  fever,  rose  cold,  vasomotor  coryza,  catarrhus 
aestivus. 

This  disease  is  commonly  known  as  hay  fever,  hay  aslhma,  June 
cold,  rose  cold,  summer  catarrh,  etc.  It  is  the  chief  of  the  respira- 
tory neuroses  and  occurs  principally  in  patients  of  the  neurotic  type. 
It  may  be  defined  as  an  inflammatory  condition  of  the  nasal  mucous 
membranes,  usually  periodical  in  its  advent,  appearing  at  yearly  inter- 
vals and  is  characterized  by  a  severe  coryza  accompanied  with  asthmatic 
symptoms.  Extremely  hyperesthetic  areas  on  the  nasal  mucosa  can  be 
localized. 

Etiology. — This  disease  was  well  known  in  older  medical 
times,  but  during  the  past  century  it  has  received  much  attention  at 
the  hands  of  both  tlie  general  practitioner  ami  the  rhinologlst,  who  have 
evolved  many  tlieories  and  speculations  regarding  its  etiology.  With- 
out recounting  the  numerous  experiments  carried  out  the  etiological 
factors  may  be  divifled  into  the  predisposing  and  the  exciting  causes. 

The  chief  predisposing  cause  is  a  neurotic  temperament  which  may 
either  be  acquired  or  the  result  of  heredity.  As  a  rule  the  affection 
is  more  prevalent  among  the  refined  and  educated,  who  are  under 
nervous  and  mental  strain,  than  in  the  illiterate  and  poorer  classes. 
That  a  psychologic  element  is  predisposing  to  some  degree  is  mani- 
fested by  the  fact  that  women,  and  usually  those  under  forty  years 
of  age,  are  the  more  numerous  subjects  of  this  ailment.  Exceptional 
cases  have  been  reported  during  early  child  life  and  during  old  age, 
but  the  majority  of  cases  occur  in  young  adults.  Topographic  and 
geographic  conditions  play  a  role  in  its  distribution ;  high  altitudes 
being  exempt  from  hay  fever  arc  much  sought  by  these  sufferers, 
and  in  the  United  States  the  disease  is  most  prevalent  in  the  eastern 
and  western  sections.  Racial  immunity  seems  to  exist  in  the 
Asiatics  and  Africans,  The  climatic  conditions  in  the  United  States 
that  favor  the  disease  most  are  prevalent  during  the  summer  and 
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autumnal  months;  attacks  rarely  occur  out  of  season.  Personal  Jdio- 
sjTicrasies,  etiher  subjective  or  else  acquired  by  habits,  art  jircdi^po*- 
ing  to  hypcrcslhctic  rlnnilis.  In  many  cases  pathological  conditions 
of  the  nasal  sc|>tuni,  turbinals.  accessory  sinuses  are  lound  or  path- 
ological rliaiijrcs  have  takt-n  [ilacf  in  thrir  rcsjH-ctive  nmcrvsa.  Among 
the  personal  habits  which  predispose  is  the  liabiiual  use  of  narcotics  or 
alcohoh'c  stimulants.  Kurtbemiore.  llw  infectious  fevers  and  the 
fjouiy  or  rlieumalic  diathesis,  with  their  accom]>anying'  or  resultant  tn- 
flammaiory  conditions  of  tJie  U[>per  respiratory  mucous  memliranes, 
arc  iircdispo-sing  fnclor?. 

Allergy  and  Pollen-therapy  in  Hay  Pever.i — During  the  Ust 
few  years,  many  investigations  have  been  carried  on  to  work  out  the 
relatiimships  beiwcen  tlie  so-<allcd  Spring  or  Rose  Fever  and  Hay 
Fever  and  the  various  pollens,  and  great  progress  has  been  made  in 
the  elucidation  of  certain  facts  hitherto  unknown. 

In  Ihc  light  of  these  facts,  the  present  classlHcation  of  all  these 
conditions  should  be  as  follows:  Vasomotor  rliinitis  is  a  condiiicm 
due  to  several  general  classes  of  causes.  The  causes  usually  found  are: 
1.  .Vasal  obstructions,  etc.,  purely  local  in  character.  2.  Local  bac- 
terial ronUilions  In  the  nose,  either  acting  lucally  or  wbAt  is  more 
probable,  acting  througii  diniinislied  general  resistance  to  the  sjx'cial 
organism  or  organisms  in  (|Ucslion.  3.  Cencral  systemic  conditions 
due  largely  to  the  intestinal  tract  and  being  due  basically  to  food  of 
plant  allergy.  In  this  latter  class  are  placed  the  above  fevers  and  they 
comprise  by  far  the  larger  class  of  cases  coming  under  our  ohser\-a- 
tton.  Allergy  to  food  and  plaiits  or  what  is  better  known  as  senshiza- 
tion  or  anaphylaxis  to  foods  and  pollms  hai  been  known  for  years. 
but  only  recently,  by  the  aid  of  modem  serological  methods  have  we 
been  able  to  throw  any  liglHi  on  what  actually  occurs. 

The  investigation  of  a  large  scries  of  rose  fever  and  hay  fever 
patients  with  regard  to  iheir  pollen  protein  scnsitiMlions  gives  the  fol- 
lowing general  classification  of  cases.  They  fall  roughly  into  four 
groups.  1.  Those  occurring  in  very  early  spring,  and  found  to  be  doe 
in  most  [tart  to  the  early  flowering  trees  and  ver^i-  early  plants.  This 
class  is  a  very  small  one :  the  course  of  the  disease  is  very  short  and 
mild  compared  with  the  otlier  classes,  and  ven,*  seldom  is  the  phyMcian 
consulted  for  the  relief  of  the  condition.  2.  Those  occurring  in  late 
spring,  the  ordinapr-  rose  fcvcr  Or  spring  fever,  and  in  our  scrie* 
due  in  large  part  1o  the  ordinary  grasses.  lune  grass,  vernal  grass, 
sweet  meadow  prass.  etc.  It  is  surjirising  to  find  the  small  numlwr  of 
cases  of  this  class  tlwil  are  due  to  roses.  3.  Those  due  to  the  lale 
spring  plants  flowering  in  July.  This  is  a  very  small  class  and  almost 
negligible.  4.  Tlie  large  class  due  to  the  fall  varieties  and  commonly 
known  as  hay  fever.  In  our  series,  the  causes  nm  ragweed  and 
poldcnrwl  in  most  cases.  Indian  cum  or  mnire  in  a  few.  .ind  Cali- 
Fomta  privet  in  a  considerable  number,  hut  wsually  in  conjunnioti  with 


•  I'nilf  r  the  ."tl»ovc  capli""  t^^■  author  presents  the  frjiilt*  in  ilatr  nf  rrccnl 
advances  in  kmiwlciliie  of  PoI1«mi  ihtTapv,  KAM*rl  niMin  the  t'spcrimcnisl  work  tjf 
Dr.  J.  G.  I>wycr,  at  the  Laboratory  of  the  M«nl»llan  Eye,  Ear.  and  Tliroat 
Hospitftl. 
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one  cr  more  of  ilic  iirsl-nanicd.  \'ery  oficn  ragivced  and  goldenrod 
rt-acled  in  the  same  jiatient. 

Tlic  nietliods  pursued  in  tlie  invcsligaiiou  comprised  the  tc-sting 
out  of  Uie  iKilicnls  {or  llit  anapliylactic  reactions  and  then  the  thera- 
peutic inoculations  \nih  j)niltiii  cxiracis.  The  tests  are  carried  (iiit  ac- 
cording 10  the  tcclmitiuc  for  the  von  I'irquei  tubcrcu]in  reactions  and 
ihe  raw  pollen  is  used  as  the  antigen  or  excituig  agent.  The  reaction 
takes  place  in  about  one-lialf  hour  and  the  readings  of  the  intensity  of 
the  reactions  arc  taken  according  to  the  same  scale  as  in  tlic  Waswr- 
inann  reaction.  Tlie  palit-nls  are  then  inncniatcil  with  extracts  of  the 
various  pollens  to  which  they  react  and  in  strengths,  roughly  propor- 
tional to  the  skin  reaclions.  U  must  be  h(»rne  in  niiiKJ.  however,  that 
(he  skin  reaction  dues  not  always  hear  a  direct  relation  lo  the  severity 
of  the  disease.  In  our  opinion,  this  is  due  to  either  cir  hoth  of  two 
factors:  (i)  the  variation  in  the  individual  susceplihilily,  and  (2) 
prohahly  mostly  due  to  varialions  in  solubilities  of  the  various  pollens. 

The  reactions  are  specific  in  nature  and  generally  (he  skin  re- 
actions K'coine  much  less  in  degree  or  iirtensity.  as  the  active  inmiuni- 
zaiion  with  the  protein  e.xtracts  is  carried  on.  In  those  so  treated,  a 
coniplcmeni-tixation  test  is  generally  positive  at  some  period  or  other 
of  the  treatment  and  varies  in  degree  with  the  immunizations. 

Tlie  great  aims  in  ilie  work  are  two.  The  first  is  m  get  a  good 
active  potent  pollen  jirotein  extract,  one  that  will  keep  under  ordlnarj' 
circum.itancea  for  a  time.  The  other  aim  is  to  avoid  anaphylaxis. 
With  regard  to  the  latter,  it  is  absolutely  essential  to  remember  that 
no  patient  .should  be  inoculated  with  a  sijlulion  of  a  pollen  lo  which 
he  has  not  been  found  susceptible,  as  in  priitciple  such  an  inoculation 
might  render  the  patient  anaphylactic  lo  this  [Kiniciilar  pollen  and 
instead  of  doing  good,  harm  would  certainly  occur,  llenco  stock  pol- 
len extracts  as  a  routine  have  no  place  here.  Again,  a  patient  re- 
ceiving closes  of  pollen  extracts  after  once  having  received  these  ex- 
tracts some  month.s  previously  might  go  into  anaphylactic  shock. 

The  practical  results  are  very  encouraging.  The  results  of  treat- 
ment with  the  spring  varieties  have  been  more  striking  and  more  uni- 
form than  with  those  of  the  fall  varieties,  this  apiJarently  being  due 
to  the  more  soluble  character  of  the  spring  pollens.  One  striking  fact 
is  that  a  patient  that  is  suffering  from  the  spring  varieties  has  never 
been  found  by  us  to  be  susceptible  to  the  fall  varieties;  in  other  words. 
a.  patient  suffering  in  the  spring  responds  to  ilie  spring  one  only,  and 
gives  a  negative  reaction  to  the  fall  varieties  and  I'ice  versa,  .^gain. 
patients  who  complain  of  hay  fever  symptoms  all  the  year  around,  in 
our  experience  have  never  been  found  susceptible  to  any  pollen— in 
other  words  they  fall  into  one  or  other  of  the  other  groups. 

It  is  a  cardinal  rule  to  follow  to  eliminate  all  other  groups  above 
before  seining  the  inoculations.  Local  obstructions  tend  to  increase 
local  cnncestion,  and  therefore  favor  the  earlier  onset  of  sensitization. 

Pathology. — Other  than  the  evidence  of  a  catarrhal  inflammation 
during  the  attack,  no  special  lesion  exists.  The  special  liyi>eresthctic 
aieas  of  the  nasal  mnro'ta  are  chiefly  at  either  the  anterior  or  posterior 
ends  of  the  inferior  turbinal  bones  and  the  adjacent  septal  regions, 
and  sometimes  along  tlie  median  portion  of  the  middle  turbinals.    .At 
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these  points  the  terminal  nerve  tilainenls  are  closer  to  the  surface  of 
the  mucosa,  either  anatomically  or  else  as  a  result  of  epithelial  des- 
quamation. Hence,  tlic  exposure  of  tlie  terminal  nerve  ends  exposes 
them  unduly  to  the  excitants  already  mentioned. 

Symptoms. — Most  cases  occur  in  tlie  summer  and  fall,  and 
usually  are  rc|>eated  annually.  The  psychological  clement  or  that  of 
a.ssociatc  ideas  Js  strong,  and  such  patients  can  predict  to  the  day  the 
time  of  onset  of  an  attack.  The  usual  symptoms,  viz. :  a  severe 
rhinitis,  itching  of  the  nose,  violent  sneezing  followed  by  a  profuse 
watery  discharge  from  the  nostril,  whicli  often  excoriates  the  lip,  are 
met  with  in  all  ca.'^cs.  The  lurgesccnce  of  the  soft  parts  blocks  up 
the  nose.  Accompanying  ttiese  nasal  symptoms  is  a  stinging  and 
burning  sensation  of  the  conjunctiva,  photophobia,  lachrymalion, 
puffing  of  tlie  eyelids,  with  ocular  or  neuralgic  pain  chiefly  in 
the  back  of  the  head.  The  nasal  discharge  later  becomes  muco- 
purulent, and  al  times  a  pseudomembrane  forms  which  causes  nasal 
bleeding  upon  its  removal.  The  accessory  sinuses  possibly  partake 
in  this  turgid  condition  of  the  nuicosa.  since  the  patients  frequently 
have  violent  pain  over  the  nasal  bridge  (ethmoid  region)  and  over 
the  frontal  sinuses.  Many  have  tcm])orary  loss  of  the  sense  of 
smell  and  taste,  tinnitus  anrium  and  temporary  deafness  from  the 
extension  of  the  catarrhal  process  to  the  Kustachian  orifices  and  the 
nasopharynx.  The  system  in  general  is  involved  by  the  interference 
in  metabolism,  by  tli^estive  and  secretory  disturbances,  pyrexia  and 
chills.  Malaise  and  bodily  prostration  and  mental  hebetude  have  been 
known  to  accompany  severe  attacks.  The  onset  is  usually  sudden,  yet 
in  some  cases  mild  local  premonitory  symptoms  arise.  Asthma  symp- 
toms occur  in  aboiu  one-half  of  the  cases,  usually  the  severer  ones. 
probably  as  a  result  of  the  turgescencc  of  tlie  laryngeal  and  bronchial 
mucous  membranes.  The  asthma  mav  either  accoini>any  or  follow 
the  catarrhal  symptoms  and  in  some  of  the  severer  cases  the  attacks 
mav  eventuate  in  irne  asthma,  During  an  attack  of  hay  fever  the  hy- 
persensitive area'^  in  the  nose  can  be  lucaled  with  a  i>rohe. 

Diagnosis. — Tlie  periodic  occunence  of  the  attacks  along  with 
the  clinical  picture  as  dcscrihod  is  snllicicni   for  a  diagnosis. 

Prognosis. —  1  lie  disease  of  itself  is  not  fatal,  and  a  small  propor- 
tion of  cases  recover  as  a  rc-^ult  of  trealincnt.  Jn  others  the  disease 
disa]>pears  after  the  fortieth  year.  After  a  severe  and  prolonged 
attack  the  patient  mav  casilv  ac(]uire  anv  critical  ailment. 

Treatment  (See  Allcrg\'  and  Pol!en-thera])y.  page  6461. — The 
constitutional  dyscrasia  or  diathesis  peciihar  to  the  individual,  whether 
gouty,  rlieumatic  or  neurotic,  should  receive  careful  attention  and  the 
prnjjcr  liysienic  regulations,  diet  and  nicdicaincnts  prescribed.  The 
exhatisling  attacks  of  liav  fever  should  be  prevented  if  jiossihle  hv 
advising  tlte  ]>atienl  tn  seek  a  nmimtainous  pollen-free  region  during 
the  liay-fe\'iT  reason.  Siniie  patienls  find  relief  in  a  prolonged  sea 
voyage.  Pr.  II.  11.  ('iiriis  has  proven  bv  experiment  tliat  hav  fever 
patients  wlin  ehonse  1"  li\e  pennaneiitly  in  hutel  fpiarters  above  the 
eifihteemh  lloor  duriiii;;  ilie  li.'iv  fever  •^ejison,  avriid  the  attacks,  \Sn- 
fortunatelv  for  tlie  majdi'ilv  nf  sulterers  ihc  above  advice  is  for  one 
reason  or  other  prohibitive,  and,  for  tliese.  attempts  should  be  made  to 
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abort,  ameliorate  or  entirdy  relieve  the  distressing  affection.  During 
the  qiiiL'Scetit  period,  it  is  of  paramount  iiniJortiince  to  correct  any 
intranasal  disease  or  deformity  which  may  incite  the  attack.  Septal 
irregularities,  hyjHrrlropliics  of  tlie  soft  tissue,  polypi  or  accessory 
sinus  disease  must  receive  appropriate  surgical  treatment.  Tliesc  sur- 
gical measures  lend  to  oliiuntj  tlie  liyiKTCstlictic  intranasal  areas  and 
lielp  in  abating  the  CMstoinar>-  attack.  When  treatment  is  instituted 
during  the  attack  of  hay  fever  the  iniumcsccncc  can  be  grcaily  reduced 
by  the  following  spray : — 
B  Camphoras. 

£u<:aly[ilul  US  gr.  j. 

Mcnlnol   gr.  v. 

Aibolcnc  or  ben zoitiol * Sj. 

In  the  more  (ihsiiiiale  cases  it  may  be  necessary  to  use  cocaine  or 
alypin  In  a  normal  salt  solution  from  4  i>cr  cent,  lo  10  per  cent,  com- 
bined wiih  adrenalin  chlorid  in  1 :  10.000  lo  1 :  2000  dilution.  When 
cocaine  is  selected  it  should  be  used  by  the  surgeon  at  jiroper  inlcrvaJs. 
and  should  not  be  left  in  die  hands  of  tlie  patient  on  account  of  the 
danger  of  habit  formation.  In  certain  individuals  who  arc  suffering 
from  liay  fever,  applications  of  adrenalin  sotulinn  lo  tbe  nasal  mucosa 
induce  violent  sneezing  and  otherwise  aggravate  the  disease.  Insuffla- 
tion of  drugs  in  powder  forui  is  condemned;  the  drug  jwriiclcs  act 
as  irritant  foreign  iKidies  on  llie  na.sal  mucosa,  anil  increase  rallier 
than  relie\'c  the  distress.  Dunbar's  scrotoxin  made  from  the  pollen  of 
various  grasses  and  known  as  "pollantin"  was  tried  by  the  author  in 
many  cases,  applied  locally  to  tlic  nasal  mucosa,  but  has  proven  un- 
satisfactorj'.  Since  hav-fevcr  patients  have  a  more  or  less  neurotic 
laim.  tonics  must  always  he  included  in  the  general  irealmfnt.  Tlie 
author  prefers  a  combination  of  iron,  qutntnc,  arsenic  and  str^-chnine, 
which  may  be  dis[x-nsed  either  as  an  elixir  or  in  pill  or  tablet  form 
and  in  doses  suitable  lo  the  rase. 

The  attacks  of  hay  asthma,  occurring  in  nearly  50  per  cent,  of  the 
cases  of  hypercsthetic  rhinitis,  must  be  treated  on  the  same  prindplc 
as  the  asthma  occurring  in  other  subjects  (see  Chapter  XXXIH,  and 
need  no  special  treatment  at  tlic  hands  of  the  rhinologist  otlicr  tlian 
what  has  been  outlined  above. 

ASTHMA. 

Asthma  Is  described  in  Chapter  XXXII,  on  General  Diseases. 


NASAL  HYDRORRHEA  (IDIOPATHIC  RHINORRHEA). 

The  term  is  empIoye<l  In  define  a  rare  nasal  phenomenon,  the 
chief  cliaracteristic  of  which  is  a  copious  discharge  of  watery  or 
sligluly  viscid,  opalescent  fnid  which  contains  mucin.  The  fljnd  is 
usually  inlcrmittent  and  absent  durinj?'  the  niylil.  According  to  St. 
Clair  Thompson,  "the  addition  of  ettber  alcohol  or  acetic  acid  thntws 
down  a  string^'  precipitate  like  mucin.  (In  boiling  the  precipitate  with 
ditt]te  sulphuric  acid,  a  reducing  sugar-like  material  is  formed;  this  is 
also  characteristic  of  mucin.  The  fluid  contains  a  small  amotmt  of 
protdd,  coagulable  by  heat;  it  does  not  reduce  Tehllng's  solution. 


Proteoses  and  peptones  arc  abseiil.  The  alcohol  extract  of  the  fluid 
contains  no  reducing  substance,  TJic  presence  gf  mucin  and  the  a!>- 
scncc  of  the  reducing  substance  arc  quite  sulHcicnt  to  distinguish  this 
fluid  from  normal  cerebrospinal  fluid." 

Etiology. — The  e\a«-t  nature  of  this  affection  is  not  well  known, 
but  it  is  probable  that  several  conditions,  mostly  neuroses,  are  causa- 
tive factors. 

Syraptoms.— There  are  no  cliaracleristic  symptoms  save  the 
perimlical  flow  of  watery  or  visct<l  fluid  fmm  one  or  hoth  nostrils. 
which  reacts  to  the  tests  described  in  the  previous  paragraphs.  Hand- 
kerchiefs soakc<i  with  ihc  fluid  become  stiff  upon  drying. 

'I'hc  attacks  are  commonly  accompanied  by  malaise,  sneezing,  and 
irritation  of  the  skin  about  the  nostrils. 

Treatment. — There  is  no  specific  treatment.  As  a  rule  (he  dis- 
ease is  svJf-limitcd. 


• 


CEREBROSPINAL  RHINORRHEA. 

VVc  are  indebted  to  St.  Clair  Thompson  (.IfiW)  for  his  anaiysts 
coticeniiiiK  the  diagnostic  character  of  the  rare  affection  known  as 
cercbrosi>inal  rhiiiorrliea.  or  the  escape  of  arachnoid  fluid  frorn  the 
nose.  He  (Thompson)  favors  the  theor)-  that  the  phenomenon  result* 
from  intracranial  pressure.  Out  of  21  recorded  ca-^es  cerebral  symp- 
toms were  noted  in  17  and  rennal  changes  in  8.  The  flow  usually  w 
unilateral  and  exudes  through  the  cribriform  plate.  The  methods  of 
testing  the  fluid  in  su.specicd  cases,  as  outlined  by  Thompson,  arc: — 

I.  The  fluid  is  ixrfccily  transparent  like  water,  and  contains  no 
sediment.  2.  It  is  faintly  alkaline  in  reaction,  and  eillier  tasteless  or 
slightly  salt.  3.  The  specific  jjravily  is  between  1005  and  1010.  4.  It  ii 
not  viscid,  and  gives  no  precipitate  (mucin)  on  adding  acetic  acid.  5. 
On  boiling  there  is  not  more  than  a  trace  of  coagulum  of  serum 
globulin  and  serutn  albumin.  6.  Cotd  nitric  acid  gives  a  precipitate 
which  dtsap]iears  on  heating,  and  sejiarates  again  on  cooling.  7.  Sat-i 
uration  with  magnesium  suli)hate  should  give  a  precipitate.  Sattiraiinn 
wilh  scKliuni  chlorid  should  also  produce  a  precipitate.  Ammoniinn 
sulpliatc  should  be  tried  if  the  above  salts  fail.  8.  The  liquid  should 
give  a  iiink  or  rosebud  color  with  a  trace  of  copper  sulphate  and  exces? 
of  caustic  potash.  9.  \\hen  boiled  with  Fehling's  solution  there  should 
he  a  reduction  of  the  copper  (duo  to  pyrocatechin  or  some  similar 
hodyV  10.  Tlic  reducing  sub3tance  may  be  obtained  by  evaporating 
to  drj-ness  an  alcoholic  extract  of  the  fluid.  Ti  is  then  frnmd  in  the 
form  of  needle-like  crystals.  11.  The  aqueous  solution  of  this  residue 
does  not  ferment  with  veast.    There  is  no  definite  treatment  kno^^Tu 


EPILEPSY  OF  NASAL  ORIGIN. 

Cases  of  petit  mal  and  of  citik'tisy  of  supposedly  nasal  or  post- 
nasal origin  are  reported  in  rhinolt^cal  Htcraiure  from  lime  to  time. 
Ill  some  eases  the  attacks  date  from  some  intranasal  operative  pro- 
cedure, and  otlter-*  have  been  associated  with  various  intrana"al 
diseases.  The  author  has  reported  one  case  of  petit  mal  (see  Chapter 
XI.TT't  in  a  child,  which  has  subsided  since  the  removal  of  a  la 
edematous  polj-p""  fi^ni  the  inferior  ttirbinal. 


CHAPTER  XLIT. 
NEOPLASMS  OF  THE  KOSE. 

Neoplasms  of  Uic  nasal  passages,  barring  niyxomata.  are  rare, 
but  the  usual  varieties,  both  benign  :ind  malignant,  occnr  in  the 
following  forms: — 

Benign  Nboi-lasms.— Myxomala,  papillomata,  fibromata,  angio- 
mata,  cnchontlromata,  oslconiata. 

Maucnant  Neoflasus. — Sarcomata,  carcuicniata. 


BENIGN  NEOPLASMS. 
MYXOMATA  OR  NASAL  POLYPI. 

Myxomata  or  edematous  nasal  polypi  are  the  most  common 
of  all  iiilrana-sal  neoplasms.  Accuniing  to  VVtiakcs.  the  c<k-n)aiuus 
mucosa  is  but  a  symptom  of  an  underlying  disease  of  the  bone. 
Lack  dcicrihcs  it  as  a  "localized  edematous  inliltration  of  the  na^al 
mucous  membranes  the  result  of  osteitis  of  the  underlying  bone." 
Parker  delines  a  nasal  jiolypus  as  a  "localized  inllammatory  edema 
of  the  mucoperiosteum  of  the  ethmoid  region  inseparably  asso- 
ciated with  past  or  present  disease  of  the  bone"  and  questions  the 
propriety  of  clasisifying  them  as  new  growths.  They  are  oval, 
smooth,  pedunculated  or  sessile  gelatinous-appearing  masses  of 
varying  size  and  contour.  They  are  grayish  or  pink  in  color,  and 
usually  spring  from  the  middle  turbinal,  the  ctlimojd,  or  more 
rarely  protrude  from  the  infundibiiluin,  the  splieiioidal  ostium  or 
the  ostium  maxillare.  In  rare  instances  they  are  attached  to  the 
inferior  tiirhinal  or  the  nasa!  septum.  A«  a  rule,  nasal  polypi  arc 
multiple.  They  may  entirely  fill  the  nasal  cavity  and  even  project 
into  the  postnasal  space,  where  they  arc  prone  to  reach  enormous 
size  (Fig.  355);  occasionally  thev  cause  external  deformity  by 
spreading  the  na*;al  structures.  The  visible  polypus  often  is  but 
a  portion  of  a  general  polypoid  degenerative  process,  which  has 
invaded  the  nmcosa  of  one  or  more  of  the  nasa!  accessorj'  sinuses. 
It  is  now  known  that  polypi  which  project  through  the  nasoantral 
orifice  have  their  primary-  seal  in  the  mucosa  of  the  maxillary 
antrum.  The  recent  investigations  of  Kitlian  bear  directly  upon 
the  relation  of  this  form  of  polypi  to  antral  disease.  The  term 
"nasoantral  polypi"  has  been  suggested  for  this  type.  Furthermore, 
upon  rarcful  inquiry,  a  history  of  previous  attacks  of  purulent  sinu- 
sitis is  obtainable.  The  symptoms  of  frontal  headache  and  eth- 
moidal pain  lend  to  verify  this  view.  Tliere  are  exceptions  to  this 
rule  in  which  the  pedicle  of  the  polypus  is  attached  to  the  inferior 
turbinal  or  septum. 

X'asal  polypi  are  rare  under  the  age  of  puberty.  In  children 
they  are  usually  located  up«>n  the  inferior  turbinal  and  are  prone  to 
recur.    The  author  has  reported  the  following  case: — 
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W.  A^  aged  8,  an  undersized  boy  with  a  specific  family  history,  had  com- 
plained for  some  months  of  difficulty  in  nasal  breathing,  and  his  parents,  deem- 
ing the  cause  to  be  adenoids  and  hypcrtrophied  tonsils,  sought  relief.  Upon 
examination  it  was  found  that  he  had  a  large  tumor  occupying  the  postnasal 
space,  with  an  attachment  at  about  the  junction  of  the  middle  and  posterior 
portions  of  the  left  inferior  turbinal.  Under  ether  anesthesia  this  growth  was 
removed  in  the  following  manner : — 

After  several  ineffectual  attempts  to  surround  the  mass  with  a  Urge  wire 
loop,  introduced  through  the  nostril,  a  simpler  procedure  was  employed,  namely, 
with  a  pair  of  strong  clipping  forceps  the  pedicle  of  the  growth  was  grasped 
and  severed.  The  growth  thc-n  fell  backward  into  the  nasopharynx,  and  was 
withdrawn  through  the  mouth.  The  child  was  not  well  nourished,  had  Hutch- 
inson teeth,  and  had  been  subject  to  frequent  attacks  of  petit  mal.  The  growth 
was  examined  by  Dr.  Jonathan  Wright,  who  found  it  to  be  an  ordinary  edem< 
atous  polypus.  Dr.  Wright  further  observed  that,  so  far  as  he  knew,  it  was  the 
youngest  case  on  record,  and  that  recurrence  was  more  frequent  in  the  very 
young.  After  one  and  one-half  years  the  growth  had  reappeared,  and  was  fully 
as  large  as  the  former  one.  It  was  removed  by  the  same  method  as  that  pre- 
viously employed,  with  the  exception  that  a  considerable  section  of  the  inferior 
turbinate  bone  was  cut  away,  hoping  thereby  to  eradicate  the  source  of  the 
tumor  and  prevent  its  recurrence.  The  second  removal  was  followed  by  a 
marked  dimmutton  in  the  frequency  of  his  attacks  of  petit  mal.  After  a  lapse 
of  two  years  there  was  no  recurrence  of  the  growth,  his  attacks  of  petit  mal  had 
disappeared,  and  his  general  health  and  appearance  had  improved. 

Pathology, — Pathologically,  nasal  polypi  are  usually  fibro- 
myxomata  rather  than  myxomata,  inasmucli  as  they  are  comjx>sed 
of  edematous  mucous  membrane,  intermingled  with  inflammatoiy 
products.  The  surface  or  .sac  is  covered  with  epithelium  and  is 
supplied  with  blood-vessels  and  scattered  nerve  filaments. 

Symptoms. — The  symptoms  of  nasal  polypi  are  chiefly  refer- 
able to  the  nasal  obstruction  which  they  produce.  Inasmuch  as 
these  neoplasms  are  commonly  associated  with  inflammalory  affec- 
tions of  the  nasal  accessory  sinuses,  the  symptoms  are  necessarily 
more  or  less  complicated.  Pedunculated  growths,  which  hang  more 
or  less  loosely  in  the  nasal  cavity  and  hence  are  movable,  produce 
a  sensation  of  a  ftireign  body  in  the  nose.  As  a  rule  they  give  rise 
to  a  watery  discharge,  especially  in  damp  weather  or  during  the 
course  of  attacks  of  simple  acute  rhinitis.  The  voice  is  materially 
affected,  its  timhre  diminished,  and  when  the  obstruction  is  exten- 
sive it  lias  a  pronounced  nasal  twang.  A  variety  of  distressing 
reflex  symptoms  arc  provoked  by  polypi  of  large  dimensions, 
especially  when  they  are  bilateral,  the  chief  of  which  are  mouth 
breathing,  rhinorrhea,  cough,  asthma,  anosmia,  aprosexia  and 
sneezing. 

Diagnosis. — The  diagnosis  is  never  difficult,  and  is  based  upon 
the  appearance  within  the  nasal  chambers  of  the  gelatinous-like 
masses,  which  may  he  single,  multiple,  pedunculated  or  sessile.  They 
vary  in  size  from  a  millet  seed  to  those  which  fill  tlie  nasal  chamber 
and  a  large  portion  of  the  po^^tnasal  space. 

Treatment. — The  form  of  operative  procedure  required  for  the 
eradication  of  nasal  polypi  depends  upon  the  location  of  the  growth 
or  growths,  the  activity  of  the  inflammatory  process,  and  whether 
these  growths  arc  a  part  of  an  associated  osteitis  or  purulent  sinu- 
sitis.   A  single,  pedunculated  polypus,  unaccompanied  by  pus  dis- 
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charge,  thus  indicating^  the  cessation  or  absence  of  disease  of  the 
xinderlying  bone,  may  he  removed  without  the  necessity  of  inter- 
fering with  the  hone  to  which  it  Is  attached.  In  case  one  or  more 
edematous  pnlypi  arc  attached  to  the  surface  of  the  middle  turbinal, 
or  are  found  to  project  from  the  ethmoidal  cells  or  one  or  more  of 
the  na^al  accessory  sinuses,  a  more  radical  procedure  becomes  neces- 
sary, which  must  include  a  complete  removal  of  the  associated 
disease  of  the  bone  and  its  coverings. 

In  order  to  clearly  define  the  surgical  significance  of  the  more 
comnum  hications  of  nasal  [»t»lypi,  it  may  be  stated  that  (a)  polypi 
having  their  origin  upon  the  free  surface  of  the  middle  turbinal 
indicate  that  at  most  tlic  underlying  disease  does  not  extend  beyond 
the  anterior  ethmoidal  cells.  Polypi  which  project  from  the  spaces 
above  the  middle  turbinal  usiiallv  have  their  site  of  origin  in  the 
posterior  ethmoidal  cells,  (t)  i'olypi  which  occupy  a  position 
between  the  inferior  and  outer  surface  of  the  middle  turbinal  and 
the  outer  nasal  wall,  originating  in  and  almut  the  region  of  the 
hiatus  semiiunaris,  represent  a  type  which  usually  springs  from  the 
frontal  sinus,  maxillary  antrum,  or  anterior  ethmoidal  cells. 

Finally,  the  rare  locations  arc  upon  the  inferior  turbinal  and 
nasal  septum. 

Surgical  Technique.  Preparation  of  the  Patient. — The  intranasal 
surfaces  should  In:  prepared  for  operation  in  a  manner  similar  to  that 
described  for  operations  upon  the  middle  and  inferior  turl>inals  (see 
Chapter  XXXV'I ),  except  that  the  eniploymenl  of  atlrcnalin  sliouhl 
be  avoided  on  account  of  the  remarfcahlc  shrinking  of  the  growths 
which  is  caused  by  this  drug.  The  employment  of  adrenalin  is 
permissible  during  the  later  steps  of  the  operation  to  control  hemor- 
rhage. Cncainization  of  the  areas  to  he  approached  should  be  as 
complete  as  possible. 

Operative  procedures  must  vary  in  accordance  with  the  site  of 
the  tumor,  its  extent  and  ilie  naliire  of  the  luiderlying  disease 
which  latter  is  present  in  a  large  prr.porilon  of  all  cases. 

Simple  Operation. — This  term  is  meant  to  define  the  operation 
which  suffices  for  the  removal  of  polypi  alone,  whether  located  in 
the  nasal  cavities  or  extending  into  the  postnasal  space.  The  wire 
snare  (Fig.  351)  ts  best  adapted  for  the  removal  of  polypi  which 
are  located  in  the  nasal  cavities.  Numerous  snares  have  been 
devised  for  this  puq)ose  since  Jarvis  first  intrmluced  this  methot.1 
of  operation.  The  rhinologist  should  select  the  snare  which  is  best 
suited  to  his  mode  of  technic. 

The  snare  loop  should  be  introduced  into  the  nasal  cavity' 
under  bright  illumination  and  so  manipulated  that  its  loop  is 
carried  around  the  tumor  and  made  to  engage  the  entire  mass.  An 
assistant  may  be  instructed  to  liold  the  nasal  speculum.  When 
large  tumors  are  cnctmntercd  and  the  loop  has  been  carried  par- 
tially over  the  surface  of  the  nia^s,  that  portion  of  the  tumor  which 
has  already  passed  through  the  loop  may  be  grasj)cd  wiih  forceps, 
pulled  forward  and  held  firmly  until  the  wire  is  thoroughly  adjusted 
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aroiitui  the  pedicle.  Thereafter  the  pedicle  should  be  slowljr 
divided  by  liglitcning  the  wire. 

When  it  IS  known  that  llic  polypus  prnjcrts  through  ihe  orifice 
nf  an  ncccKsury  sinus  or  from  an  ethmoidal  cell,  the  snare  may  be 
adjusted  around  any  portion  of  ihc  growth  so  long  as  a  firm  liold 
of  the  tumor  is  secured.  After  tightening  the  wire  upon  the  growth, 
traction  should  be  made  and  the  tumor  mass  pulled  out.  It  often 
trari!>pircs  thai  in  so  doing  the  ma^s  Inially  pidled  away  from  the 
cavities  is  far  in  excess  of  Ihe  small  pt-niim  which  bus  primarily 
been  engaged  in  the  loop  (  Fig.  427 1. 

As  a  rule  the  operation  is  followed  by  slight  hemorrhage,  which 
quickly  subsides.  In  case  of  multiple  polypi  the  procedure  sht>tild 
be  repeated  unlil  all  are  removed. 

Postnasal  polypi  arc  usually  of  large  size  and  long  standing. 
Ttiey  arc  pedunculated,  and  as  a  rule  spring  from  the  mucosa  of 


Fig.  427.— Tbp  illinlraiioti  ihowa  ihe  lirnffit  to  l>e  gained  hy  tmcllon 
rather  lh:iii  liy  si-vi-riiig  the  iKitypnitI  iiiana. 


the  middle  turbinal,  but  the  site  of  origin  may  be  upoo  the  septum 
or  the  inferior  lurbinal. 

In  another  method  which  has  its  advocates  a  large  loop  of  wire 
is  projected  through  the  nostril  into  the  nasopharynx.  The  loop 
is  then  manipulated  by  the  index  linger  of  the  operator  inserted 
into  the  |xistna--al  space  until  it  lias  been  made  to  surrouml  the 
growth.  .Still  holding  the  wire  loop  in  position,  an  assistant  is 
instructed  to  insert  the  distal  ends  of  the  wire  through  a  soarc 
cannula  and  to  tighten  the  wire  until  the  pedicle  has  l>een  severed. 
The  author  strongly  recommends  the  mellnxl  heretofore  descril»ed, 
whereby  Ihe  pedicle  of  the  ptdypus  is  severed  and  the  tumor  with- 
drawn througii  the  month.  Kig.  4i8  illustrates  a  large  gelatinous 
polypus  which  was  removed  from  the  nasopharynx  by  severing  it* 
attachment  (pediclel  from  the  middle  turbinal. 

Tht'  Hcmotal  of  the  Polypi  when  Associated  with  Vndcrtyinif  Bimr 
Disease  or  Polypoid  Dcycneration  of  the  i\fucosa  of  the  Accfssory 
Cavities. — These  condiiions  have  received  due  attention  under  the 
appropriate  headings  in  the  preceding  chapters. 

After-treatment. — When  considerable  hemorrhage  follows  the 
operation,  it  is  usually  easily  controlled  by  slight  pressure  with  a 
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Swion  of  slerilc  gau/.c  ivliicli  has  been  immersed  in  a  solution  of 
adrenalin  1  :  5000.  (_)ilicrwtsc  it  is  rarely  nt-ccssary  to  leave  any 
dressings  in  tlic  nasal  cavities.  The  subsequent  treatment  consists 
of  cleansing  alkaline  sprays,  niglit  and  morning,  for  eight  or  ten 
days.  Before  discharging  the  patient  the  nasopharyn.x  should  be 
carefully  inspected  by  the  surgeon,  in  order  to  determine  that  no 
recurrence  has  taken  place. 

PAPILLOMATA. 

True  papillomata  rarely  arc  found  in  tlie  nasal  cavities.  They 
occasionally  develop  in  Uie  vestibule  or  llie  free  surface  of  the  inferior 
turliinal  atul  the  anlerior  ;ind  lower  porlitm  nf  the  septum.  On 
account  of  tVicir  small  sire  they  prcwlucc  few  symptoms. 


Fig,  428.— Large  iiui.oui  j  ujjiiiij,  i  \.ia  s:^t.  u:..u.i.tl  jr.nt  ilu  UASopharynx 
by  severing  its  attachment  {pvdick)   from  the  middle  tiirbitiiil. 

Treatment. — .\  pedunculated  papilloma,  wherever  located, 
.should  be  excised  by  means  of  snare  or  scissors,  and  its  base  cauterized 
with  fused  chromic  acid,  nitric  acid,  or  the  galvaTwcautery.  tkcasion- 
ally  they  arc  sessile  and  extremely  small,  in  which  case  Ihey  are  con- 
veniently destroyed  by  means  of  galvanocautcrization. 


FIBROMATA. 

Intranasal  fdiromala  are  of  excce<lingly  rare  occurrence.  Usually 
Ihey  spring  from  the  septum,  iiirbinatc  bodies,  or  the  floor  of  the 
nares,  but  cases  have  been  reported  of  libromala  arising  from  tlie 
periosteum  In  other  portions  nf  the  nasal  chambers,  especially  the  lateral 
nasal  w:ill.  Tlicy  occur  as  sessile  gnnvihs  nr  singly,  and  arc  made  up 
of  dense  fibrous  tissue  which  contains  large  blood-vessels. 

Symptoms. — Tlie  chief  symptom  is  nasal  obstruction,  whicli  is 
usually  attended  with  mucopurulent  discharge.  As  the  growth  in- 
creases there  is  txinsiileralde  pain,  the  discharge  Incomes  mucopurulent, 
and  external  dcfomiitv  of  the  nose  may  result.  In  extreme  cases  nasal 
respiration  becomes  nnpossililc.  and  anosmia  and  lieadacbe  appear. 
Ulcerations  are  common,  and  death  may  finally  result  from  exliaitstion, 
or  Du  account  of  the  extension  of  the  growth  into  neighboring  vita! 
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structures.  The  latter  symptoms  are  avoided  by  timely  sur^gical 
interference. 

Prognosis. — The  prognosis  is  usually  favorable  in  cases  which 
are  subjected  to  surgical  interference,  although  recurrences  are 
common. 

Treatment. — Complete  surgical  removal  constitutes  the  only 
feasible  treatment  for  fibromata  of  the  nasal  passages.  The  method 
employed  deiwnds  ujmn  the  character,  location  and  size  of  the  growth. 
The  cold-wire  .snare  is  suitable  for  the  removal  of  growths  of  small 
size.  It  is  im{x>rtant  that  br>th  the  snare  anci  the  wire  loop  should  be  of 
sufficient  strengtli  to  cut  through  the  ilen.se  fibrous  tissue.  Advanced 
cases  where  the  growth  has  become  too  extensive  to  be  removed  by 
means  of  tlic  cold-wire  snare  should  be  rcmr)ved  piece  by  piece,  or 
by  some  form  of  external  oiicration.  Of  the  external  operations  that 
known  as  Langenbeck's  is  the  one  in  common  use.  The  removal 
of  fibromata  is  invariai)ly  attended  by  free  hemorrhage,  and  in  every 
instance  the  base  of  the  growth  sliould  be  thoroughly  seared  over 
with  the  galvan(.>cautery.  In  the  after-treatment  the  usual  cleansing' 
remedies  should  he  employed. 

ANGIOMATA. 

Angiomata  of  the  nasal  cavities  occur  with  extreme  rarity.  They 
are  characterized  by  the  appearance  U]K)n  the  nasal  septum  of  vascular 
excrescences,  which  arc  usually  sessile  in  character,  of  variable  size, 
but  rarely  larger  than  a  hickory  nut.  They  are  extremely  vascular 
and  hemorrhagic.  'I'liey  are  r;irely  painful,  and  the  chief  symptoms 
are  nasal  obstruction  and  hemorrhage. 

Treatment. — Two  methods  of  treatment  arc  in  vogue:  I. 
Strangulation.     2.  I'-iiuclcation. 

Slrani/ulatiim  i>  prmUicctl  cither  by  means  of  a  cold-wire  snare  or 
a  galvanncaulcry  snare.  In  ihc  former  the  growth  is  enucleated  by 
slowly  tiglitening  the  wire  1<»()|).  Sufficient  time  should  he  employed  to 
strangulate  ratlu-r  tliaii  tn  suddenly  sever  the  blood-vessels  surrounding 
the  growth.  When  the  galvanocautcry  wire  loop  is  employed,  the 
same  result  is  pnnjurcil  by  coagulation  from  the  heat. 

Emitlcation  i-  accomplislicd  by  extending  a  circular  incision 
through  the  iinuMchoiidriuin.  enlirch'  around  the  growth.  The  incision 
.shoulrl  l)c  made  ;it  a  slight  distance  ifrom  the  base  of  the  growth.  The 
entire  mass,  including  the  periciiomlriuni.  is  then  peelerl  away  from  the 
sei)tum.  During  the  time  rci|uired  for  the  subsequent  healing  the  nasal 
passages  should  he  kept  clean  by  the  use  of  alkaline  sprays. 

ENCHONDROMATA. 

Cartilaginous  tumors  developing  within  the  nasal  cavities,  barring 
septal  spur>.  are  exlreiuely  rare.  They  sjiring  from  the  septal  cartilage 
and,  when  nf  lari^-^e  dimensions,  produce  nasal  obstruction  and  pres- 
sure symptoms. 

Treatment. — Surgical  removal  constitutes  the  only  feasible 
treatment.     'I'uniors  uf  moderate  size  may  be  removed  by  intranasal 
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metliods.  but  in  rare  instances  external  operation  Iiccoiik-s  im(icnilivc 
in  order  to  enable  the  operator  to  expose  antl  tweavaie  the  lumor. 

OSTEOMATA. 

Osteoma  is  a  rare  form  of  benign  growth  which  usually  develops 
in  an  accessory  sinus  and  gradually  projects  into  the  nasal  cavity.  The 
frontal  sinus  is  probably  the  most  tn'c|ucnt  seat  df  the  disease,  ahhough 
cases  have  been  reported  of  osteoma  developing  in  the  ethmoidal  cells 
and  the  antrum  of  llighmore.  Tlocnliaupt  tabulated  23  cases  of 
osteoma  which  developed  in  the  frontal  sinus.  The  growths  may 
invade  the  cerebral,  orbital  or  nasal  cavities,  and  even  cause  marked 
external  facial  deformity.  Osteomata  arc  usually  more  or  less 
pedunculated,  of  pinkish  color,  and  are  made  up  of  dense,  cancellous, 
hony  tissue.  In  Ihc  si)ungy  lypc  there  is  usually  a  dense,  Ixitiy  sur- 
rounding capsule. 

Symptoms. — Xasal  obstruction  is  u'^ually  .in  early  and  promi- 
nent sympTom.  Pressure  pains  of  a  nciiralpc  character  become 
prominent  in  proportion  as  the  growth  produce  pressure  upon  the  sur- 
rounding tissues.  Finally  secondary  symptoms  of  deformity  appear, 
chief  of  which  are  protrusion  of  the  eyeball  and  widening  of  the  nasal 
bones. 

Treatment. — External  operation  ofTers  the  only  hope  of  com- 
plete eradication  of  the  disca-se.  In  rare  instances  wherein  the  growth 
is  confined  to  tlic  anterior  nares  it  is  possible  to  remove  the  growth 
intrana sally,  by  means  nf  chisel  or  <1rill. 

MALIGNANT  NEOPLASMS. 
SARCOMATA. 

Of  the  malignant  neoplasms  of  the  nose,  sarcomata  are  the  more 
common.  They  may  develop  in  infancy,  ehildhood  or  adult  life. 
Rarely  are  they  found  in  old  age.  The  gruwihs  may  s^pring  from  the 
tnrbinals.  nasal  septum,  or  the  accessory  sinuses.  Of  the  latter  the 
aninun  is  usually  the  seat  of  the  disease. 

Symptoms. — Mentioned  in  order,  the  symptoms  are  nasal 
obstruction  and  pain  of  neuralgic  type,  which  usually  manifests  a 
tendency  to  radiate  to  the  areas  which  surround  the  tumor.  Recurrent 
cpistaxis  becomes  a  prominent  symptom  as  soon  as  the  surfaces  of  the 
tumor  commence  to  ulcerate.  A  more  or  less  continued  purulent  dis- 
diargc  accompanies  the  later  stages  of  the  disease.  Finally,  secondary 
symptoms  appear,  the  diief  of  which  are  external  <lcformilics  and 
intracranial  involvement. 

Diagnosis. — The  chief  diagnostic  points  are:  nasal  obstruction, 
the  appearance  in  the  na-^al  cavity  of  a  large,  broad-based  fimgus-llke 
tumor  of  hemorrhagic  type,  moderate  pain,  and  in  advanced  cases 
external  deformities  and  symptoms  of  intracranial  pressure.  Finally, 
a  positive  diagnosis  must  depend  upon  a  microscopic  examination  of  a 
section  of  the  growth. 

Prognosis. — The  prognosis  is  invariably  grav:.  but  less  so  tlian 
in  carcinunia.     Sarcomata  in  young  children  sometimes  disappear 
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spontaneously.  Early  and  radical  removal  of  the  growths  constitutes 
the  only  known  method  for  the  eradication  of  the  disease.  -  So  far  the 
results  of  serum  therapy  (hereinafter  mentioned)  have  remained 
unfavorable.    In  the  majority  of  cases  the  disease  terminates  fatally. 

Treatment. — As  above  mentioned,  the  treatment  of  this  disease 
is  essentially  surgical.  In  rare  instances  only  is  it  possible  to  success- 
fully remove  a  sarcoma  from  the  nose  by  intranasal  operation.  A 
small  -tumor  springing  from  the  anterior  nares  may  be  successfully 
extirpated  intranasally.  The  removal  of  growths  of  larger  size, 
especially  when  springing  from  the  deeper  portions  of  the  nasal 
cavities  or  the  accessory  sinuses,  requires  extensive  external 
procedures. 

The  removal  of  incipient  small-sized  sarcomata  from  the  nasal 
septum  or  anterior  portion  of  the  lateral  walls  by  the  intranasal 
operation  is  prone  to  be  followed  by  local  recurrence.  A  recur- 
rence of  the  growth  should  immediately  be  attacked  with  the  dull 
curct  or  galvanucautery.  W'liile  permanent  recovery  is  not  the 
rule,  a  small  percentage  of  cases  of  sarcoma  are  curable. 

Sarcomatous  growths  which  have  arisen  from  the  deeper  por- 
tions of  the  nares,  or  from  the  nasal  accessory  sinuses,  are  amenable 
In  treatment  only  by  external  surgical  operation.  The  Rouge 
operation  heads  the  list  of  the  external  operations,  and  is  favored 
because  it  produces  no  unsightly  scarring  of  the  face.  It  is  per- 
formed by  extending  an  incision  along  the  line  of  junction  of  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  under  surface  of  the  upper  lip  with  the 
superior  maxillary  bone.  The  entire  lip,  together  with  the  perios- 
teum, is  thus  lifted  ujiward  with  retractors.  A  second  incision  into 
the  nasal  cavities  is  then  made,  through  the  primary  wound  beneath 
the  upper  lip.  Forcible  retraction  upward,  together  with  a  further 
separation  of  the  peridstenin  from  l)eneath,  enables  tlie  operator  to 
obtain  a  clear  view  nf  the  nasal  cavities,  and  to  remove  the  entire 
growtli.  A  considerable  area  of  the  surrounding  healthy  tissue 
should  aNi>  bo  cut  away,  in  order  if  possible  both  to  eradicate  and 
cxtcrniiiialc  tlie  ncfiplasm.  'I'he  prevalence  and  severity  of  the 
hemorrhage  during  all  operations  for  the  removal  of  sarcomata 
re<|uircs  the  lanipuning  of  the  postnasal  space  as  a  prclimiiiarv 
mea-iurc. 

Of  the  remaining  external  operations  Ollier's,  Langenbcck's 
and  IMcfTenliarh's  are  worthy  of  mention.  Ollier's  operation  con- 
sists in  extending  an  incision  to  tiic  bone  along  the  line  of  attach- 
ment of  tlie  nose  to  tlic  face,  from  the  ala  of  one  side  upward, 
thence  acro-^s  the  nasal  bridge  and  downward  to  the  ala  of  the 
opposite  side  (I''K-  -12"'i.  I'iic  nasal  l)OTies  are  ttien  divided  from 
their  atlaclimenl  witli  a  chisel  or  liglit  saw,  and  foKibly  turned 
downward,  leaving  a  clear  view  of  the  decider  nasal  regions.  The 
growth  is  tluMi  renio\i.(l  as  above  described,  after  which  the  dis- 
placed bones  and  soft  tis-^nes  are  replaced  and  the  external  wound 
uniled  with  sutures.  The  bones  stiould  be  protected  from  injurv 
until  readjusted  by  means  of  strips  of  adhesive  plaster,  or  of  suitable 
splints. 
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Treatment  by  the  X-ray  and  by  Serum  Therapy. — The  X-ray 
treatment  of  both  carcinoniala  and  sarcomata,  when  arising  from 
the  deeper  portions  of  the  nasal  cavities,  has  proved  most  disap- 
pointing. A  few  favorable  reports  have  appeared  in  literature,  but 
authentic  reports  from  authors  of  wide  experience  are  almost 
invariably  unfavorable.  Furthermore  there  is  abundant  evidence 
that  harm  may  be  done  by  this  measure  by  those  who  are  inex- 
perienced regarding-  its  properties. 

Serum  Therapy. — Serum  therapy  has  been  advocated  by  Coley  m 
inoperable  cases,  using  for  this  purpose  the  mixed  toxins  of  the 
Bacillus  prodigiosHS  and  Streptococcus  crysipdatosus.  His  reports 
would  indicate  tliat  in  a  limited  proportion  of  cases  of  inoperable 
cancer  the  serum  lias  been  effective. 

The  enzyme  treatment  for  cancer  (trypsin  and  amylopsin)  has 
been  tested  scientifically  by  Bainl>ridge,  whose  report*  concludes 
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Fig.  429. — Ollicr's  incision  fur  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  wide 
opening  of  the  nasal  cavities. 

with  this  statement:  "That  the  enzyme  treatment  as  administered 
in  cases  reported  and  according  to  the  suggestions  of  Dr.  Beard 
plus  extra  details  of  regime  does  not  check  the  cancerous  processes, 
nor  does  it  prevent  metastasis." 

Treatment  of  Inoperable  Cases. — In  inoperable  cases  it  is 
important  to  maintain  nasal  respiration  as  long  as  possible  by  the 
removal  of  large  sections  of  the  growth  and  by  cauterization.  The 
secretions  should  be  washed  out  with  alkaline  sprays,  and  the  pain 
should  be  relieved  by  local  applications.  An  application  of  ortho- 
form  three  or  four  times  daily  will  usually  afford  relief  until  the 
pain  becomes  unendurable  on  account  of  the  encroachment  of  the 
tumor  upon  the  more  vital  structures,  when  the  hypodermic  use  of 
morphine  should  be  resorted  to.  Ligation  of  the  common  carotid  upon 
the  affected  side  produces  a  niarke<l  remission  in  the  progress  of  the 
disease,  temporary  relief  from  hemorrhage  and  many  of  the  distressing 
symptoms.  Unfortunately  said  relief  is  only  tem])orary  (two  or  three 
months). 


*  The   Enzyme    Treatment    for    Cancer,      Final    Report.      Medical    Record, 
July  17  and  August  7.  1909. 
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CARCINOMATA. 

Primary  carcinoma  of  the  nose  and  the  nasal  accessory  sinuses 
is  of  rare  occurrence.  It  is  less  common  than  sarcoma,  and,  umike 
sarcoma,  it  usually  occurs  after  the  fortieth  year.  In  this  location 
the  alveolar  carcinoma  and  the  epithelioma  are  found.  The  author 
has  reiKjrted  a  case  of  primary  epithelioma  of  the  maxillary  sinus 
which  extended  through  a  tooth-socket  into  the  mouth. 

Diagnosis. — The  imixjrtant  diagnostic  phenomena  are:  1.  grad- 
ually increasing  unilateral  nasal  stenosis;  2,  mucopurulent  di.-H:harge; 
3,  ijersistent  pain;  4,  the  appearance  of  an  indurated  ulcer;  3.  epi- 
slaxis;  6,  odor  (due  to  necrosis  of  soft  and  bony  tissues);  7,  ex- 
ternal dcfonnity  and  impairment  of  vision  as  a  result  of  extension  of 
the  disease  into  the  ethmoid  cells  and  orbit ;  8,  cachexia ;  9,  microscopic 
examination  of  a  section  removed  from  the  growth. 

Prognosis. — The  prognosis  is  unfavorable,  and  recoveries  are 
rare. 

Treatment. — An  early  diagnosis,  followed  by  complete  surgical 
eradication  of  the  growth,  ofTcrs  the  only  hope  of  cure  for  a  car- 
cinomatous neoplasm  in  the  nose.  In  advanced  cases  operative 
interference  is  contraindicaled.  The  surgical,  postoperative  and 
palliative  treatment  is  similar  to  that  of  sarcoma,  heretofore 
described. 


SECTION  II. 
The  Pharynx  and  Fauces. 


CHAPTER  XLIIT. 

DISEASES  OK  TMK  NASOPHARYNX. 


SURGICAL  ANATOMY. 

The  nasopliarj'nx  is  ihat  portion  of  the  upper  respiratory  tract 
which  occupies  tlie  space  bounded  aliove  and  anteriorly  by  the 
choatue  (Fig.  4301  ami  fKisteriur  sitriace  of  the  vflmn.  and  helow 
by  a  plane  on  a  level  with  the  nasal  tloor.  It  is  a  snmewhat  quad- 
rilateral shaped  cavity  (Fig.  4>11),  the  rnof  of  which  is  clilefly 
formed  by  tlie  basilar  process  of  the  occipital  and  the  posterior 
portion  ui  the  sphenoid  l)onc^.  The  spinal  rolunin  supports  its 
posterior  wall.  Where  the  posterior  wall  of  the  nasnpharynx 
becomes  continuous  with  the  superior  there  is  a  rounded  curve 
which  i;s  designated  as  the  fornix  pharyngi. 

Ttif  t'nrnix  is  the  seat  fii  ilie  pharyuf^cal  or  f.uschka's  tonsil,  a 
lymphoid  glandular  structure  which  exists  in  this  region  in  the 
shape  of  a  ycltowish-rcd,  soft,  irregular  swelling. 

The  lateral  wall  contains  Ihc  pharyngeal  opening  of  the  Eu- 
stachian tube,  which  lies  about  I  an.  behind  the  posterior  border  of 
the  inferior  turl)inal  bone.  The  lub.'il  proniiiu-nre  is  somewhat 
bulhous  and  triangular  in  shape,  the  opening  of  which  is  either 
round  or  slit-like  (.Fig.  431).  Surrounding  the  tubal  orifice  is  the 
torus  tubuhis.  (rutn  tht  po:?tcrior  part  of  which  the  salpingopharyn- 
geal fold  passes  downward,  carrying  with  it  a  portion  of  the  palato- 
l^arj-ngcal  muscles  which  arise  from  the  tubal  cartilagc. 

When  the  velum  palati  ( Fig.  431 1  is  relaxed  the  nasopharynx 
communicates  freely  with  the  oropharynx,  and  l!ic  nasopharyn- 
geal space  oiien^  widely,  laterally  as  well  as  forward  and  hack- 
ward,  into  the  nrnpharyngeal  cavity. 

'I'he  capacity  of  the  space,  according  to  Luschka,  does  not 
amount  to  more  than  H  cc,  its  width  being  subject  to  considerable 
individual  variations,  depending  upon  the  size  of  the  body  in 
general.  With  the  cxccptjnn  of  the  upper  and  posterior  walls  the 
surfaces  are  nuicons  and  undergo  ronsideralde  variations  of  shape 
during  respiration,  speaking,  swallowing,  etc.  The  superior  wall  is 
almost  devoid  of  muscles,  the  mucosa  being  in  direct  contact  with 
Ihc  tissues  of  the  basilar  fihrocartilage. 

The  lateral  wall  of  tlie  nasoplntrynx  recedes  so  as  to  form  a 
licep  niche,  which  i-i  tailed  the  pliaryngeal  recesv  nf  Kmcnmutlcr  or 
Koscnmiillcr's   fossa.     Merkel   has   made  use  of   the   term   infun- 
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(libuliforni  rccvs?;  for  this  fossa.  The  wiiUh  of  this  recess  is  largely 
deperuk'iil  upon  the  development  of  the  adeimid  layer  between  the 
pliurynf^r^'*''  tonsil  aiul  the  tubal  nrilice,  J  he  recess  is  attached 
above  to  tlie  lower  surface  of  the  temporal  hone  and  is  bounded 
beliitid  by  the  solid  connective  tissue  wliicli  covers  the  vessels  and 
nerves  tif  the  neck.  The  arterial  supply  of  the  tissues  of  the  naso- 
pharyn.x  conies  from  the  external  carotid.  The  veins  empty  into 
the  e.xternal  juj,'uhir  and  the  eonimun  and  posterior  facial  veins. 
The  lymph- vc.->.-cls  are  conneeteil  with  the  deep  glands  of  tlic  face. 
The  nerve  supply  emanates:  1,  from  the  trigeminus;  2,  from  the 
pharynj^'eal  hrancli  of  the  j^lossnpharyngeal ;  3,  from  several 
branches  and  the  vagus  and  spinal  accessory,  and,  4,  from  the  sym- 
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|>atht'tic.  I'lie  fibre-  of  tbe  la-t  ihiee  nnile  in  a  lateral  ple.\n<.  from 
wliicli  tile  tfrniiiial  librc*  take  ibrir  I'vigin. 

The  nuu-MUs  nienil)rane  o|"  tbe  nasopliarynx  normally  is  tlie 
seal  of  lynijibiiiil  i;«lvnoi<li  ti-.-iu'.  'I"bf-c  ;;lan(hilar  ^^^nctu^es  are 
prone  I0  un(Ur;,'M  palbo]iii^ii-al  cbaiiLjis.  tlie  chief  of  which  is  true 
bypcrjilasia  of  iln.'  lynipboid  li-siU'. 

A  blind  pouch  >nnielinies  fi'Und  1\  in.Lj  behind  the  adenoid  sub- 
stance, ibe  ]>oiiiti-d  cxtri'iiiily  oi  uliich  becomes  inserted  into  the 
nutiT  libn-s  cnveiinLT  tlie  ocrii)itai  bone,  has  bfcn  termed  the 
libar\  nL;i'al  i 'rii'irnw:il(h'>  i  bin>a.  Tbis  bursa  is  rare  and  npiniims 
arc  (iiviilcd  a~  lo  ii-  ■^if^niricancv.  Killian  rci^-ards  it  as  a  structure 
indi-]ntifb'nl  of  ilu-  pbaryiiLreal  tonsil  and  iiri^niiatini,^  tbrnuj^'ii  active 
luolifcrati-'ii  ..f  ibv  nuir-iva.  1  li-tob ii.i,-;illy  the  pharynjijfal  tonsil 
Ciin-isis  III  adiniiirl  li-i-iK-  imlndded  into  the  tunica  projiria  of  the 
nnicosa.  and  iniiKrj.;i>in!.:  ijradnal  rel n iiiression  after  jiubertv,  so 
tliat  it  is  rarely  met  witlt  after  the  thirtieth  year.    The  areas  above 


■ 

^^^^^^           THK  NASOPHARYNX. 

^H 

: 

m 

S^ 

jfl 

'^Et 

^^^^^^^^^'^^^"V^i  ■ 

S^^^^HB^^V.''> 

;,**a^ 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^r  ■ 

^^^^^■^^^^UBV  ^^^^^Hj' 

•'-^ 

^" '          '*flf  fJW"                    j> 

Im|1j           jH^HH 

* 

rJ^^^^W^^.    -    ^p  ^flvj^^Kfli 

n  T**TifMl                         "" 

^^^VBJ-*— •                         J- 

Fig.  431.— Lateral  view  of  the  a&atomicnl  conlormntton  of  the 
noHc,  nasophfinFfx,  pharynx,  and  laryax.      (Frum 
f                                 Dt'aver,  wUb  pcrmusEua. ) 

u.    BupcrluT    nm(uB.                                                   t.    rliluo|rharirn(. 

6,   *upi>rl<jr   (iirtlimio   Wd;.                               m.  EiiHtai-1il>ii  »rtflc«. 

r,   Rilddk  turbinate.                                             r,  lioM  palsta. 

it.  Interior  (urhluatc.                                           n*.  atifl  palate. 

c,    Interior   inu-atus.                                              9,   uvuli. 

0,  UiiiKui-.                                                               p.  anlLTlor  inttar  ot  iBUtMi. 
h.   pnalrrior    pillar  of   fauc**.                                i.    lonalllar  toasa. 

f,  xvolobyaHlvsau*   niiutclv.                                 nn,  oruptiu'rnK. 

j,   RMilabydld   muaclc                                                fib.  cF»Kl(ilUfl. 

t,    krold   bone.                                                             rr,  Hrri-plKlo-ltlc  tuld. 

1.  laylolxrold  muacla.                                          (Id,   LnryaKriptiuiTux 

m,  Ihyrvhrnld  mcmbran*.                                   ff.  auprarUoal  padlou  of  iarrns. 

■*,   Tcoirlrlii  of   Urj-iix.                                        ft,   vvMiictiUu'  band. 

0.  tbyrold  carUloCD.                                             Ot.  "x^ol  band 

p.   dlnphragma  •ollv.                                           U.   iBtraniaal    portion   e(   laiTBX 

If.  CKTVm  avlts.                                                           II,   crltntd   rarlHaKo. 

r,  Mpticuoldal  •!»«■.                                             /j.  tndieal  rlD«. 

■,  aiddl*  moatiia. 

I 

664 


THE  niARYNX  AND  FAUCES. 


described  arc  examined  cither  by  ordinary  rhinoscopy  or  by  meani 
of  the  Hays  I'harjriguscopc  ( l-'ig.  444 >, 

ACUTE  NASOPHARYNGITIS. 

Tlie  mucosa  lining  the  nasopharynx  often  becnmcs  ihe  scat  of 
acute  iiitlanitnation,  and,  wliile  the  inflammatory  process  usually 
occurs  in  conjunction  with  rhinitis  and  pharyngitis,  case:!)  are  seen 
in  wliich  the  nasopharynx  is  primarily  the  seat  of  an  inllammatory 
process  to  which  the  sympt<jnis  arc  clearly  referable.  It  occur?. 
during  .seasons  of  dampness  and  sudden  changes,  and  is  invariably 
agj;rav:ncd  by  the  excessive  use  of  tobacco  and  stimulants. 

Etiology. — So  far  a?  known,  exposure  to  cold,  in  a  person  other- 
wise predisposed  by  fatigue,  ill  health  or  some  form  of  constitu- 
tional dyscrasia.  is  the  prime  etiological  factor.  In  young  children, 
with  diseased  adenoid  tissue  it  is  extremely  common. 

Symptomatology. — The  attack  i*  usually  suditcn.  often  being 
first  fell  upon  arising  from  sleep.  There  is  a  disagreeable  senftation 
of  irritation  and  dryness,  with  considerable  pain,  located  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  throat.  A  slight  rise  of  temperature,  with  some 
increase  in  the  ]>ul!'e  rate  and  more  or  less  prostration,  is  ui^ual.  It; 
is  not  unlikely  that  -in  certain  cases  the  nasopharyngeal  intlamtna- 
lion  results  from  some  disturbance  of  the  digestive  tract.  .-Xfier  a 
day  or  two  a  mucopurulent  discharge  appears,  which  is  sufficiently 
thick  and  tenacious  to  require  considerable  effort  to  dislodge. 
Persistent  hawking  is  one  of  the  marked  ■iyntploms  of  the  second 
stage  of  the  disease,  and  its  indulgence  often  produces  gagging  and 
vomiting.  The  voice  is  usually  mipaired  and  metallic  in  qiialiir. 
As  a  rule  the  oropharynx  partakes  of  the  inflammaior>*  proccM,  but 
the  larynx  and  bronchial  tubes  do  not  become  involved.  InRamma- 
tion  and  swelling  of  the  T^ustachian  tubes  is  a  common  symptom 
and  it  is  prone  to  induce  obstruction  of  the  tube,  which,  in  tarn, 
causes  acute  catarrhal  otitis  media  (see  Chapter  XVI). 

Treatment. — An  a  rule  the  treatment  employed  should  be  lUc 
same  as  for  acute  rhinitis  (»ee  Chapter  XXXHI>. 


SIMPLE  CHRONIC  NASOPHARYNGITIS. 

Synonyms. — Nasopharyngeal  catarrh;  chronic  i>u»lnasal  ca- 
tarrh; hypertrophic  nasopliaryngitis. 

Chronic  nasopharyngitis  is  an  inflammatory  process  involvtnj; 
the  mucosa  of  the  nasopharynx  and  cliaraeteri/ed  by  «  secretion 
of  tenacious  mucus,  liomclinies  mucopurulent,  from  the  glanduUr 
piructures. 

Etiology. — Chronic  nasophar^mgitis  rarely  occurs  independ- 
ently of  chronic  hyperplastic  rhinftis;  hence  the  latter  is  the  chief 
etiological  factor  (sec  Cliapier  XXXIV).  Occupation,  exposure 
and  the  dust  which  accom()anies  various  forms  of  cmplnyment.  In 
tobacco  factories,  elnthing  in<5titution«.  etc..  alv>  the  various 
mechanical  occupations,  are  contributing  causes;  mtaowbile  badir 
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nouriRhcd  individuals  who  live  under  unhyRienic  siirroimdings  arc 
peculiarly  liable  to  tliis  disease. 

Pathology. — In  general  the  pathological  changes  in  the  mucosa 
are  similar  to  ihosc  wliich  occur  in  chronic  rhinitis  (sec  Chapter 
XXXIV).  In  addition  there  arc  marked  changes  in  the  lymphatic 
tissues,  especially  in  Luschka's  tonsil,  which  may  become  much 
enlarged. 

Symptomatology. — The  symptnms  arc  chiefly  refcrahle  tn  the 
annoyance  assnciatcd  with  the  constant  sensation  of  dryness  and 
the  irritation  produced  by  the  retention  of  tenacious  mucus  upon 
llic  wall*  of  the  pliarwix,  the  rctainvd  secretion  often  becoming 
inspissated,  thus  adding  materially  to  the  discomfort.  The  secre- 
tion should  I>e  differentiated  from  that  which  flows  into  this  region 
from  empyema  of  the  posterior  ethmoidal  cells  and  the  sphenoidal 
sinuses.  The  patients  "hem"  and  "hawk"  almost  incessantly,  much 
to  their  own  annoyance  and  to  that  of  their  acquaintances.  I'pon 
examination  the  mucous  memhranc  is  inflamed  and  thickened.  The 
secretions  accumulate  upon  the  po.stcrtor  wall  or  fltnv  clown  into  the 
pharynx.     With   each  exacerbation  the  Eustachian  tubes  are  ex- 
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I'is-  432. — The  author's  flcjcible  colion  ciirricr. 


tremcly  liable  to  become  involved  in  the  inflammatory  process  and 
attacks  of  catarrhal  otitis  media  result.  'I'ubal  obstruction,  tinnitus 
and  deafness  may  eventually  result.  The  voice  loses  much  of  its 
timbre,  and  the  prnl<mgcd  efforts  to  release  the  retained  secretion 
may  result  in  relaxation  of  the  soft  palate  and  uvula. 

Treatment. — The  general  treatment  tif  this  affection  is  similar 
to  that  of  chronic  rhinitis  (see  Chapter  XXXIV'i  and  includes  the 
prohibition  of  tobacco,  alcohol  and  irritant  condiments,  the  regula- 
tion of  diet  and  digestion,  and  the  adoption  of  proper  measures  of 
hygiene.  Further  more  it  is  imperative  that  intranasal  diseases  and 
defects  should  be  eliminated. 

Locally  the  first  step  is  the  careful  and  complete  removal  ol  all 
secretions.  This  is  best  accomplished  by  means  of  tlie  postnasal 
syringe  (I'lg.  305),  making  use  of  the  procedures  and  solutions 
rccommenile<l  for  atrophic  rhinitis  (see  Chapter  XX.XIV).  It  is 
not  difficult  to  train  patii-nls  in  wash  out  the  nasopharynx  by  means 
of  the  ordinary  nasal  spray,  directing-  that  while  spraying  cither 
nostril  to  throw  the  head  backward  and  to  breathe  entirely  through 
the  wide-open  mouth.  By  this  proeedure  the  velum  is  made  to  fit 
closely  to  the  posterior  wall,  and  the  fluid  collects  in  sufficient 
quantity  to  wash  ihe  mucous  surfaces.  The  danger  of  middle-ear 
involvement  is  overcome  by  directing  the  patirnt  to  blow  iIk-  nose 
without  shutting  off  either  nostril;  in  other  words,  to  blow  through 
both  nostrils  simultaneously,  or  to  refrain  from  blowing  until  ^h? 
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fluid  has  largely  passed  backward  into  the  mouth.  It  is  sometimes 
necessary  to  use  a  curved  applicator  (Fig.  432),  cotton-tipped,  in 
order  to  remove  retained  masses  of  secretion.  After  cleansing,  the 
mucous  surfaces  of  the  nasopharynx  may  be  painted  with  mild 
astringents.  Argyrol  in  25  per  cent,  solution,  Mandl's  solution 
(see  page  514),  nitrate  of  silver,  20  to  40  grs.  to  the  ounce,  or  boro- 
glycerid.  5  per  cent.,  applied  with  a  curved  cotton-tipped  applicator 
(Fig.  432),  are  useful. 

Adenoids  when  present  should  invariably  be  removed.  Like- 
wise the  pharyngeal  bursa  and  adhesive  bands  whenever  they  are 
present. 

ATROPHIC  NASOPHARYNGITIS. 

Synonym. — Nasopharyngitis  sicca. 

Atrophic  nasopharyngitis  is  always  identical  with  atrophic  rhinitis, 
with  the  same  etiological  factors  and  pathology. 

Sjrmptomatology. — The  chief  symptom  is  a  sensation  of 
extreme  dryness  and  tiie  formation  and  retention  of  crusts,  which 
usually  cover  the  greater  portion  of  the  entire  mucosa.  The  annoy- 
ance is  so  great  widi  many  patients  that,  in  addition  to  the  constant 
hawking  and  snuffing,  they  resort  to  the  introduction  of  the  finger 
into  the  postnasal  space  to  get  relief.  F.very  two  or  three  days 
large  masses  become  dislodged,  which  often  form  almost  a  complete 
cast  of  the  nasopharynx.  Examination  reveals  the  presence  of 
these  crust  formations,  with  but  Httlc  normal  watery  secretion. 
The  atrophic  process  is  prone  to  involve  the  middle  ear.  The  dis- 
ease is  extremely  obstinate  and  requires  the  most  painstaking  and 
long-continued  treatment. 

Treatment. —  In  addition  to  the  treatment  heretofore  described 
for  the  associated  atrophic  rhinitis  (sec  C'liapler  \XXIV),  the  naso- 
I»!iarynx  requires  frequent  and  painstaking  treatment,  commonly 
covering  a  period  of  many  nionths  or  even  years.  The  aim  of  the 
treatment  larLrely  should  be  to  rcnuive  the  crust  masses  with  suffi- 
cient frequency  to  relieve  the  individual  of  the  uncomfortable 
sensations  which  ihey  induce,  and  to  restore  as  far  as  possible  the 
normal  state  of  the  mucosa.  'Che  postnasal  syringe  (Fig.  305)  will 
usually  siitbce  t<>  dislodge  the  secreli-ms,  but  in  the  more  obstinate 
cases  llie  entire  removal  of  the  crusts  can  be  accomplished  only  by 
means  of  a  curved  cotton  carrier  ( i-'ig.  4.13),  aided  by  the  rhinoscopic 
mirror.  It  is  (initc  possible  tn  train  patients  to  relax  and  otherwise 
control  the  pharynx  so  that  the  ttpcrator,  by  employing  a  small 
riiinoseopic  mirror,  is  able  to  observe  the  various  steps  in  the  treat- 
ment. 

After  llKtroiTgh  cleansing,  the  surfaces  slinuld  be  swabbed  with 
ichthyol  2?  per  cent.  'I  he  >ueee<s  of  the  treatment  is  largely  dependent 
upon  the  frerinency  and  tlioronfihness  of  the  priKcss  of  cleansing,  and 
of  the  slinuilating  medicament-;.  It  h  often  necessary  to  prolong  the 
period  of  treatment  from  three  t'i  six  months,  and  the  fidelity  and 
|)ersistencc  of  the  patient  shouhl  equal  that  of  the  surgeon. 
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ADENOIDS. 

Synonyms. — Hyperplasia  of  the  lymphoid  tissue  hi  ihc  naso- 
pharynx ;  hypertrophy  of  Luschka's  tonsil ;  hypertrophy  of  the  third 
tonsil. 

The  memorahle  day  in  1&70  when  ^VilhcIm  Meyer  published 
his  classic  treatise  giving  to  llic  worltl  tlic  rrsulls  nf  his  original 
researches  in  the  realm  of  the  glandular  structures  r.f  the  naso- 
pharynx marked  a  distinct  advance  in  our  knowledge  of  the  path- 
ology and  trcatinciit  of  these  structures,  and  thereby  he  bestowwl 
a  lasting  boon  upon  child  life. 

The  lymphatic  tissues  which  bear  the  name  "adenoids"  are  a 
series  of  lymph-glands  wliich  arc  superlii-ially  Iix'ated  in  the  mucosa 
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Fig.  433. — Se»^tIc  iiih&m::!  of  adrtumh  in  the  vj^iU  ul  the  itliarynx. 

of  the  vault  and  posterior  wall  of  the  nasopharynx.  They  form  the 
upjtcr  segmeiH  of  the  chain  of  superficial  lymph-glands  which  extends 
from  the  pliarj-ngcal  or  l.uschka's  tonsil  To  the  lingual  tonsil  and 
known  as  \\'aldeyer'3  ring. 

The  tiasopharyii.K  frequently  is  the  seat  of  hyperplasia  in  which 
the  normal  lympliuid  ghindular  structures  become  invfilved  in  tins 
form  of  inflammatory  process.  It  should  he  remembered  ttiat  these 
lymph-glands  jti  this  locality  arc  physiologically  normal  under 
healthy  conditions,  and  require  treatment  only  when  they  become 
the  seat  of  hyperplastic  enlargement  [_l-\g.  448). 

Etiology. — This  aflfeciion  is  essentially  one  of  child  life  and  is 
more  commonly  obser\xd  between  the  ages  of  three  and  twelve 
years,  fn  a  small  percentage  of  infants  the  disease  appears  soon 
after  birth  and  seriously  interfere?  with  respiration  and  nursing. 
The  author  has  found  it  necessary  to  operate  as  early  as  the  fourth 
month.  Heredity  is  an  important  etiological  factor  both  in  races 
and  in  families.    One  rarely  fails  to  fmd  a  family  history  of  adenoids 
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in  one  or  both  parents,  and  it  is  commonly  necessary  to  operate 
upon  an  entire  (araily  o(  children.  It  is  diffictiU  to  otherwise 
explain  why  Jiy)>enrophy  occurs  in  some  children  and  not  in  others, 
and  why  the  rliscasc  is  no  respecter  of  person>.  whether  rich  or 
poor.  Climate  exerts  a  marked  influence  ii[v»n  this  affection. 
Dampness  and  sudden  changes,  by  inducing  iiitlammation  of  the 
upper  air  passages,  tend  secondarily  lo  favor  hyperplasia  in  the 
lymph-glands  uf  the  n.isophaiynx.  [lad  hygiene.  rs|)ecially  the 
inhalation  of  vitiated  air  and  impurities,  sucli  as  irritating  gaset,  19 
a  predisposing  cause.  Purulent  rhinitis  in  its  various  forms  is  a 
common  exciting  cause  of  adenoids.  Kurihermnrc.  the  cxanllie- 
mata,  gri|)pe  and  all  infectious  fevers,  by  their  tendency  to  induce 
intense  intlaniniali<iii  and  en;;i>ri{ciiicnt  of  the  nasopharyngeal 
mucosa  and  consequent  alteration  in  the  secretions,  often  mark  the 
begiiming  of  permanent  hyperplasia  of  the  piiaryngeal  tonsil 
(adeiKiids).  Hence,  the  causes  of  the  above-named  atTecttons  most 
be  considered  predisposing  causes  of  adenoids. 

Glandular  hypertrophy  in  the  pharyngeal  vault  is  nsuatly  ssso- 
claled  with  more  or  less  hypertrophy  of  ihe  faucial  and  Ungual 
tonsils. 

Nasal  oli'itructicn  increases  ihe  tendency  ti-  hyperplasia  nf  the 
lymphoid  tissue  in  the  nasopharynx.  While  adenoid  hyperplasia 
is  most  commimly  met  between  the  ages  of  live  and  tifteen  and 
somewhat  more  rarely  between  fifteen  and  twenty,  it  occasionally 
remains  to  old  age.  The  affection  occurs  al>out  equally  in  both 
sexes. 

The  growths  occur  in  two  chief  forms — first,  hyperplasia  or 
uniform  thickening  oC  the  jiharyngeal  Tnnsil,  in  whieh  the  ma«ft 
appears  as  a  ^^Inhular  or  flattened  tumor,  ami.  second,  diffuse  hyper- 
plasia, wherein  the  growths  arc  sessile  and  nuilherry-sliapcd  withnUl 
the  appearance  of  being  a  uniform  tumor  I  Fig.  433).  The  firrt- 
namcd  variety  is  more  comn»on,  but  both  forms  may  exist  simulta- 
neously. Tlic  consistency  o(  these  growths  is  extremely  vanal)lc. 
They  may  be  sii  friable  as  to  be  easily  crushed  by  the  finger.  «.«■  »o 
dense  that  considerable  force  is  required  to  cut  through  the  masses 
with  sharp  culling  forceps.  They  tend  t<i  become  lunre  denrte  in 
adult  life.  These  differences  probably  result  fri>m  the  relative 
amount  of  connective  tissue  in  the  tumor  masses.  Thcv  are 
extremely  vascular.  In  addition  to  the  above-descril)cd  etiological 
[actors  the  existence  of  an  underlying  predisposition  (lymphatic 
diathesis)  is  probable. 

Pathology. — lender  normal  conditions  the  mucosa  of  the 
postcrosupcrior  nasopharyngeal  wall  contains  suiwrficial  lymph- 
glands.  According  to  Mcflrule  anil  Turner,  they  consist  of  a  n>esh- 
work  of  fibrous  connective  tissue,  which  supports  tlie  lyntplioid 
cells,  hut  on  account  of  their  sui>erlirial  location  they  differ  from 
the  more  deeply  «eatc<l  lymphatic  glands  by  having  an  epithelial 
covering  which  is  continuous  with  that  of  the  surrounding  mem- 
brane. The  pathological  changes  which  result  in  enlargement 
seem  not  to  be  those  arising  from  excessive  conncctive-lissti^  develop- 
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ment,  but  of  excei^sivc  lympboid  development,  althongli  occasion- 
ally it)  the  more  <li;nse  varieties  tliere  is  a  Inie  Iiyperplaiia  in 
which  the  lymphoid  enlargeinciit  is  associated  with  an  increase  of 
connective  tirisuo.  Where  there  is  a  considerable  degree  of  redun- 
dance the  mass  appears  in  the  form  of  folds  with  deep  depressions 
or  grooves  (Fig.  448).  in  adiiUs  it  is  quite  common  to  discover 
adhesive  han<l»  stretching  from  a  central  mass  of  adenoids  to  the 
tissues  abont  the  upper  surface  of  the  luistachian  orifice  (J""ig.  450). 
The  cnlarj^emcnt  usually  reaches  its  height  before  the  fif- 
teenth year,  after  which  there  is  a  moderate  tendency  to  atrophy. 
Located  deeply  in  the  folds  or  recesses  of  the  hyperplasia,  cheesy 
masses  made  u[>  of  desquamated  epithclinm  and  other  cell  elements 
and  bacteria  are  occasionally  discovered. 


/ 
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Fiff,  434.— A  ^roup  of  five  New  YorW  City  piiWic  school  boys,  all  of 
whom  liac]  udeiioKls  and  li)'pcrtro;}hieil  toiisiii.  (Photo  loaiieJ  by  the 
officials  of  thr  Health  Departmnit). 

Symptomatology. — The  clinical  picture  in  typical  cases  is  charac- 
tcri.-itic.  The  li^tlt:^s  expression,  oiwn  nionth,  pinched  nose,  thick 
lips,  depression  of  the  superior  maxilla  about  the  nasal  orifices 
(Fig.  436i,  are  sufficient  to  make  the  diagnosis  clear.  The  victims 
are  liable  to  suffer  from  conjunctivitis  and  inflamed  palpebral 
margins.  The  nostrils  are  usually  filled  with  lliick  mucus  or  nmco- 
pus,  which  is  difficult  to  remote  on  account  of  tlie  inaliility  of  the 
patient  to  blow  the  nose.  The  lymphatic  chain,  either  in  front  of  or 
Iidiind  the  sternocleidomastoid  muscle,  often  becomes  enlarged 
when  the  lymphoid  structures  of  the  oro-  or  naso-pbarynx  arc 
infected.  The  chain  in  front  of  the  sternocleidomastoid  muscle 
draining  the  tonsil  is  perceptibly  enlarged  when  tlie  tonsil  is 
infected,  and  the  chain  behind  this  muscle  becomes  enlarged  when 
the  adirnoid  strucuirc  of  the  nasopharynx  is  the  seat  of  infection. 
The  author  has  observed  this  particularly  when  either  tonsil  or 
adenoid  is  tuberculous. 
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Through  ihc  courlcsy  of  the  officers  of  the  ITealth  Department 
of  New  York  City  the  author  is  |)vrmittcd  to  puhlish  a  scries  of 
photugraphs  sccuriU  from  childrvii  attending;  the  public  <ic)i<X)U. 
The  KTmii>  shown  in  Fij;.  4J4  were  typical  cases.  Xnmlter*  1.  2 
and  3  of  this  group  arc  a^aln  shiiwn  in  Fijj.  435  after  the  removal 
of  their  tonsils  and  adenoids.  The  marked  improvement  in  facial 
expression  is  well  shown  both  in  the  above  illuatralion  and  in  Vie. 
437. 

A  group  of  mentallv  defective  children  with  adenoidi^  i^t  shown 
in  Fig.  438,  and  it  is  al\irnicd  itiat.  after  removal  of  their  ailenoids 
and  tonsils  and  a  short  sojourn  in  the  country,  the  entire  number 
were  ahte  to  keep  up  with  their  rct^ular  class  worlc. 


r.    i' 


Fiy   435  — Snmc  Ik.vs  .is  Sos   I,  2,  i  nf  Fik  4M,  iifltT  •nicralitm. 


There  is  a  tendency  to  protrusion  of  the  sternum,  with  more  or 
less  flattening  of  the  chest  walls.  Subjectively,  there  is  a  history 
uf  mouih-brcathin^,  snorin;;,  restless  sleep.  ni){ht  terrors,  dull 
mentality,  anemia,  alteration  in  voice,  frequent  infections  and  colds 
which  are  prone  to  intlucc  attacks  of  tracheitis  hronchilii.  and 
recurrent  purulent  otitis  media.  In  detail  the  symptoms  are  herein 
classified  as  follows:  1.  symptoms  rciultin^  from  the  ob^n»cti«i 
of  nasal  respiration:  2,  symptoms  resulting  from  inflammatory 
changes  in  the  lymphoid  (issue  of  the  nasiipharj'nx  and  secondarily 
involving  the  mucosa  of  the  nasal  cavities,  the  middle  ear,  the 
pharynx,  larynx,  »nd  bronchial  tubes;  i,  rctlex  neuroses  Homctime* 
induced  by  adenoids. 

1,  Obstructed  nasal  respiration  is  present — at  least  to  a  mtUI 
degree — in  all  individuaU  who  suffer  from  adenoicU.  and  almost 
without  exception  they  exhibit  to  a  slinhi  dc^;rcc  the  tvpical 
changes  in  facial  expression.  Wide-open  mouth-bre.i thing  tiuring 
the  waking  hours  occurs  only  in  ihe  severest  eases  (Fig.  436),  hut 
the  lips  and  jaws  are  slightly  separated  most  of  the  lime  in  mild 
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cases.  Tbe  nostrils  are  usually  contracted  and  markedly  depressed 
at  the  labial  junctiuii.  and  the  labiuIla^al  fold  is  imlislincl  or  ab;Dent. 
The  upper  lip  usually  protrudes.  When  asleep  tlic  moutli  is  widely 
open,  respiratiuii  i.s  jabured.  snoring  is  cuuunuii,  and  nijiht  terrors, 
moaning  and  outcries  are  fre(|uenl.  Aclennid  patienls  arc  intensely 
restless  during  sleep;  they  roll  and  tumble  alxmi  the  bed  and  kick 
off  the  covers.  They  often  lie  upon  the  stomach  and  chest,  with 
the  knees  drawn  upward  underneath.  They  arc  extremely  liable 
lo  take  cold  under  slight  provocation,  and  iheir  colds  arc  prone  to 
result  in  attacks  of  spasmodic  croup,  partially  on  account  of  the 
obstructed  nasal  respiration.  The  prnl.>nf,'od  oxygen  .starvation 
which  results  from  the  abnormal  and  oll^lructcd  respiration  is 
largely    responsihlt.'    for   the   retarded    physical   development,    the 
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Pis.  436.— Tbe  typical  adenoid 
facial  cxpressiDH .  ^  Photo  l'>ao«<l 
by  the  offjtiuls  of  the  Ncvr  Vurk 
Ciiy  HeuUh  Ucpurimeiit.) 


FijT.  437.— Same  boy  as 
In  Fig.  \'Mi,  nftcr  the  re- 
moV.-il  "f  («lenoi"l». 


persistent  anemia,  tiie  apparent  stupidity  and  lack  of  menial  con- 
centration (aprosexia). 

Young  infants  find  great  difficulty  in  nursing  and  are  obliged 
to  drop  the  nipple  at  frc(|uent  intervals  in  order  to  breathe. 

Disorders  of  digestion  from  swallowing  the  discharges,  pyrexia 
from  septic  absorption  from  Ihe  growUis,  and  an<.ismia  and  epistaxis 
are  commonly  observed. 

The  nasal  obstruction  induces  marked  alteration  in  phonatinn, 
both  as  tr^  character  and  tone,  the  voice  being  similar  to  that  which 
accompanies  an  aggravated  c<,.ld  in  the  head,  so  that  the  consonant-S 
like  m  and  n,  are  pronounced  cb,  cd,  etc. 

In  severe  cases  which  are  unrelieved  by  timely  operative 
interference.  thcr«  is  a  marked  tendency  lo  defnnnity  of  the  supe- 
rior maxillary  bone,  the  characteristics  of  which  are  recession  aliont 
the  nasal  orifices,  contracted  \'-shapet!  arches,  and  irregijlaritics  of 
the  teeth. 
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2.  Inflammatorj-  symptoms  and  complications:    Children  vfhcr 
have  adenoids  arc  particiilarly  subject   to  acute  infections  of  ihc 
nasopliarviigcal  imici.»<a.     All  acute  intranasal  jitflammatiuns,  cspe-J 
daily  iho5e  which  accompany  the  exanlheniala,  K""'!'!'''  s"*'  othci 
infections,  arc  more  decp-scatcd  and  prolonjjed.    Furthermore  such 
attacks  may  induce  persistent  and  aj;>;ravatinj;  rhinitis,  pharyngitis,, 
laryngitis  and  bronchitis;  calarrlial  and  purulent  otitis  media,  ant 
linally  chronic  piiaryngitis,  laryngitis  and  bronchitis,  an<l  deafness. 

Recurrent  colds  and  persistent  coujjli  in  a  yonng  child  should 
invariably  lead  to  a  susjiicion  of  a<Iemii(!'^.     A  dull-reil  liver-cnloredj 
memhrana   tympant   is  quite  common  and  characieri:$|ic  in   chitdrt 
who  have  adenoids. 
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Fig.    j13S. — Croup    of    "mentally    (k-iVclivc    clTrMni!    wilh    nlni-'nJs." 
After  tht  remova!  nf  adrnnirls  anil  a  <U)nn   vacation  m  \ht  <   <  ■'•.■■ 

greater  nitmlicr  virrv  lli^n-ahcr  adlc  In  Wrfy  tip  with  ihrir  rr  » 

work.     (Pbotu  luaocil  Xty  the  officials  of  tiK  New  Vurk  Citjr  ficaun  oz- 
partmcnt.) 

In  ihc  majority  of  cases  mtddlc-car  complications  are  present 
In  an  examination  of  30"  cases  of  adenoids  McBridc  and  Turner, 
found  255  who  had  middle-car  lesions.    Of  the  255  cases  144  were' 
purulent  and  111  were  mnre  or  less  deaf  from  catarrhal  otitis  media. 

'I'he  attack  up«in  the  car  may  be  catarrhal  or  purulent.  In 
cither  case  the  condition  is  serious,  threatening  partial  or  total  loss 
of  hearing,  or  some  of  the  serious  sequela?  of  middle-ear  &uppanition. 
It  is  the  invariable  rule  Ihat  all  chihtren  who  have  recurrent  attack? 
of  middle-ear  suppuraiion  have  adenoids,  .\ccording  to  Franken- 
hergcr,  the  percentage  of  adenoids  in  deaf-mutes  i«  much  higher 
ihan  in  the  general  run  of  children.  He  found  adenoids  in  IM  out 
of  I5y  deaf-niules,  or  GO  per  cent. 
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3.  Reflex  nciirnscs  sometimes  imliiccd  by  adenoids:  In  addition 
to  the  nocturnal  symptoms  above  described,  epilcptifonn  convulsions 
are  occasionally  noted  ami  arc  more  rmnman  at  niglit.  Daly  ami 
others  have  reported  recoveries  following  operations  for  the  removal 
of  a<lcnoids.  Nocturnal  incontinence  of  urine  IS  also  an  occae>ional 
reflex  dislurbance.  Stammering,  chorea,  hay  fever,  ami  asthma  arc 
aggravated  if  not  caused  liy  a'lenoids.  Many  adenoid  paiienis  arc 
pecvisli,  restless,  anri  have  marked  inaptitude  for  mental  activity 
(aproscxia).  Mental  sluggishness,  however,  is  more  apparent  than 
real,  often  arising  from  the  cliiWs  embarrassment  at  being  gibed  for 
his  |)eculiar  spcecli.  A  barking,  croupy  cough,  worse  at  night,  is  a 
common  com]>lication  of  adenoids. 

Diagnosis. — In  addition  to  the  maniiesl  sympUim?,  the  diag- 
nosiii  (if  atk-ii[)i(t  vcgetalioiis  may  he  verified  by  one  or  more  of  the 
following  procedures:  ],  anterior  rhinoscopy;  2,  posterior  rhinos- 
copy, and,  3,  digital  cxaminaiirm. 

Anterior  Rhinoscopy. — The  nasal  passages  should  always  be 
scrutinized  both  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  extent  of  the  inflam- 
mation and  thickening  of  the  mucosa,  and  also  to  exclude  intranasal 
tumors,  deformities  or  foreign  bodies  as  a  cause  of  the  obstructed 
respiration.  Occasionally  it  is  possible  In  observe  llie  masses  of 
atletidids  l>y  antiriur  rhiiuiscnpy. 

Posterior  Rhinoscopy.— For  actual  demonstration  posterior 
rhinoscopy  or  digital  palpation  becomes  necessary.  Of  the  two 
methods  the  former  is  preferable  and  c^m  usually  be  conducted  with- 
out difficulty.  It  is  accomplisherl  without  pain,  but  requires  much  tact 
and  considerable  manual  dexterity.  The  patient's  confidence  should 
first  be  secured  and  the  use  of  each  instrument  fully  explained  in  the 
foltpwing  manner:  1.  attract  Ihe  child's  attention  by  asking  him  to  see 
his  face  in  the  liea<l  mirror:  2.  williout  instaniients  in  hand  ask  him  to 
open  his  mouth  wide,  keeping  his  tongue  within;  3,  bof<5rc  introducing 
the  tongue  <Iepi-cssor  explain  that  it  is  simply  to  press  down  tlic  tongue 
in  order  that  the  throat  may  he  seen,  and.  if  necessary,  the  examiner 
should  illustrate  by  pressing  down  his  own  tongue.  After  a  little  the 
child  submits  freely  to  this  mamrnvrc.  The  throat  mirror  should  then 
l»e  taken  and  the  explanation  made  to  the  child  that  it  is  a  looking-glass 
and  is  used  only  for  the  purpose  of  seeing;  that  it  is  wanned  in  order 
that  the  breath  will  nut  obsairc  the  vision.  Tlie  word  "looking-glass" 
Iwing  fully  understood  even  by  very  young  j>atients,  they  permit  its 
introduction  without  opjKisilion.  Now  with  the  tongue  <lepressed  the 
patient  sliould  be  encouraged  at  every  step  hy  saying,  "You  are  doing 
well:  1  am  Iieginm'ng  to  sec,"  etc,  until  the  mirror  (alls  well  behind  the 
velum  (I'ig.  13i.  when  the  adenoids  come  into  view.  The  author 
rarely  6nds  it  necessarj'  to  make  a  digital  examination. 

Digital  examination  is  an  extremely  painfid  process  and  forever 
destroys  the  confidence  of  the  little  patient.  Occasionally,  however,  it 
becomes  necessary  to  employ  it.  The  ojierator  should  stand  at  the 
right  sitle  of  the  patient,  with  Ihc  left  arm  thrown  nroiind  the  side  of  his 
head,  the  latter  l>eing  firmly  pressed  against  the  examiner's  hip.  The 
child  is  instructed  to  open  his  mouth  widely,  at  which  time  the  forc- 
es 


674 


THE  PHARVXX  AKD  FAUCES. 


finger  of  the  left  Iiami  should  prcM  the  s.uic  of  the  clieck  and  Up  well 
into  the  iiiouih  between  the  tcetli  and  huld  tt  firmly  in  that  {lo^ition  until 
the  imlirt-  examination  has  been  completed.    The  finger-li|)  I'f  the  rigli 
han<l  is  passed  quickly  against  ihc  posterior  wall  anil  thence   forci 
upward  into  the  vault,  where  a  spongy,  velvety  uiass  is  felL     It  n 
i^1pus-^ibte  for  Itie  patient  to  bite  Uie  examiner's  linger,  pruviding  tin 


I*ig.  439. — Dtnhart's  momh-gag. 

lips  and  cheek  arc  continuously  puslieil  tietwen  the  child's  npm  jaw« 
on  the  left  side. 

Differential  Diagnosis. — Obstruction  to  nasal  respiration  from 
foreign  bodies  in  the  nose  may  be  mistaken  for  adenoids.  ^lali^*- 
nant  growths,  while  obstructive,  always  present  their  characicrtaiic 
^•mptoms  of  rapid  growth,  pain,  cachexia,  hemorrhage,  etc. 
f^ibroma  in  the  region  of  l.uschkn's  tonsil  is  occasionally  obser\-ei 
li  is  more  dense  m  structure  ^^T^  adenoids,  with  a  smoother  sur- 
face, and  tends  lu  rcc::r. 


Fig.  440.-1110  Chapin  longnc  Jciiftssor. 


PrognosiB.-— When  recognized  early  and  promptly  relieved  by 

operation,  the  prognosis  is  good;  on  the  other 'hand,  if  allowed  to 
remain  and  hccimc  mure  and  more  diseased,  serious  results  may  be 
expected  from  the  prolonged,  obstruction  lu  nasal  respiration  as  well 
as  from  the  various  infections  which  arc  prone  to  attack  the  ivi»*c 
and  nas»iphar>*nx.  Added  dangers  are  attacks  nf  purulent  aiitU 
media,  acute  infectious  diseases,  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  superii: 
maxillary  and  chest  deformities  and  deafness.  If  thoroughly 
moved  by  operation  the  tendency  to  recurrence  is  practically  wt 
less  tlian  5  per  cent.  After  the  fifteenth  year  the  growths  tend  tu 
grailtial  atrophy,  but  too  late  to  i>re\'efit  the  more  serious  comptieaiing 
le.sions. 
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Treatment. — The  ircatmcnt  of  tlii*  affection  is  surgical.  If  the 
growl  lis  arc  preseiiL  in  sufficient  iiiiHJUiit  to  cause  even  unc  of  Ihc 
symptoms  above  cininicraU'd,  llicy  shuuld  he  removed.  Often  tlic 
car  symptoms  seem  to  be  more  prominent  tlian  those  assiiciated 
with  nasal  respiration.  In  these  cases  also  llie  nperalion  become* 
imperative.  Early  rccogmtion  an<l  prompt  and  thorough  Mirgical 
removal  should  be  the  invariable  rule.'  Local  applications  and  internal 
mcihcalioii  are  palliative,  but  are  apjjlicable  in  that  very  small  per- 
centage of  ca?c3  wherein  the  child  has  a  catarrhal  tendency,  with  hui 


Fig.  441.— The  Bran<l*ir>;e  arlmoul  lorccps. 

slight  lymphoid  hyperplasia.  In  such  ca.scs  the  internal  administration 
of  iron,  cud-livcr^il  and  arsenic,  in  C'.>njunctii.tn  with  thorough  daily 
cleansiiit*  of  the  nose  and  nasupharynx,  may  check  tlie  tendency  to 
lymphoid  hyperjdasia.  In  like  manner  the  hyji't^"'*^  **tid  other 
measures  recommended  for  acute  rhinitis  (Chapter  XXXIII)  are 
applicable  here.  In  the  majority  of  cases  the  operation  is  performed 
in  conjunction  with  the  removal  rif  the  tonsils.  The  tendency,  both 
on  the  part  of  the  medical  profession  and  the  laity,  is  to  under- 
estimate the  Rravily  of  the  combined  tonsil  and  adenoid  operation 
when  properly  performed.     It  is  attended  with  severe  hemorrhage — 


l-ig.  44J.— "J  he  Itcekniaii  a<lL-iutiil  tiirot. 

more  severe  than  that  which  occurs  in  many  capital  operations.  The 
operation  is  also  extremely  painful,  l.itcal  ancsilicsia,  while  never 
entirely  relieving  the  pain,  is  s<imctimL'»  feasible  in  adults.  In 
children,  however,  the  general  anesthetic  should  he  employed,  except 
in  cases  where  for  cardiac,  j^dandular  or  other  reasons  the  anesthetic 
would  be  dangerous.  Whenever  possible  the  operation  should  be 
performed  in  a  Iiu>.pital.  where  the  patient  shuuld  remain  for  from 
twenty-four  m  forty -eight  hours,  thus  avoiding  the  dangers  from 
secondary  hemnrrliagc  ur  the  complications  arising  from  the  anes- 
thetic.    The  details  of  tiie  operation  are  as  follows; — 

Pref>aration  of  the  Patient. — The  preparation  of  the  patient 
consists  in  a<hTiinistcring  a  milt!  cathartic  on  the  previous  night,  and 
the  cleansing  of  the  nose  and  nasopharynx  with  a  saline  solution  twice 
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daily  for  twenty-four  hours.  When  the  operation  is  to  be  performed 
in  the  afternoon  the  patient  may  be  permitted  to  drink  a  glass  of  milk 
or.  take  a  small  portion  of  soft  fooil  at  breakfast  time,  but  for  morning 
operations  no  food  should  be  taken.  The  anesthetic  should  be  adminis- 
tered by  one  experienced  in  anesthetizing  children  for  the  adenoid 
operation,  such  experience  covering  the  degree  of  anesthesia,  the 
manipulation  of  the  mouth-jjaff,  maintaining  the  position  of  the 
head,  the  removal  of  bUmd,  and  the  necessarv  watch-care  for  the  few 


I'ig.  4-13. — Till-  Stulilis  adfiKiid  (.urd.  ^ 

minutes  subsequent  to  tlie  npcralinn.  It  is  inadvisable  to  allow 
inexperienced  anesthetists  to  adniiiiistcr  anesthetics  fur  this 
operation. 

Generally  speaking,  ether  is  tlie  safest  anesthetic.  It  is  possible, 
and  often  feasible,  to  operate  with  nitrouii-oxid-gas  anesthesia  in  cases 
where  the  tonsils  tU)  nut  require  attention. 

With  the  ninuth,  n<t*;e  and  face  tlioroughly  cleansed,  a  sterile-rub- 
ber cap  should  he  put  upon  the  head,  over  which  sliould  be  pinned  a 
slvvile  towel;  otherwise  the  preparations  arc  similar  to  tliosc  for  all 
operations  upon  the  nose  and  lliroat. 


Imr.  444. — The  Coffin  smnll  rnrvc<l  adcnnid  ring  ciirot. 


To  cover  all  necessities  and  emergencies  the  following  armamen- 
tarium of  instruments  and  remedies  should  he  at  hand,  in  addition  to 
tliosc  reciuired  by  tlie  anesthetist: — 

Mouth  Kag  (  l"ig.  4^'h  :  tongue  depressor  (  Fig.  440") ;  adenoid  for- 
ceps ( I'iy;.  441 )  ;  adenoid  curels ;  spnnq;c'  linldcrs  (  h'ig.  449)  ;  small 
pair  of  forceps  for  removing;  adenoid  from  mouth;  tonsil  punch 
( l~ig,  477);   gauze  sponges:   a<lrenaiin;    ice-water. 

Numerous  instruments  have  been  devised  for  the  removal  of 
adenoids,  the  two  general  types  being  the  forceps  and  the  curet.  many 
varieties  of  each  lieing  extant.  Of  the  various  modifications  of  adenoid 
forceps  that  of  Brandegee   (Fig.  4411    is  the  best  adapted   for  the 
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adenoid  uperation.  The  Deckman  adciiuifl  ciirel  (Fig.  442)  is  adapta- 
ble in  very  young  children,  but  lacks  Mifiicient  reach  in  older  chiklTen 
and  adults.  The  Smlibs  nKidilK'atiuu  (.I''^-  **•*•'*.  W  possessing  a 
downward  cun.'e  at  the  junction  of  llie  slianlc  anil  tlie  cutting  ring, 
cnablo  tile  suiHct'n  lo  reach  and  encircle  the  uppermost  parts  of  the 
growUi.     Hence  lliis  curet  I&  reconiniendcl. 


^^ 


l^T' 


Fig.  445 — Position  of  iialictit.  o|icTul(>r.  iiml  «x)>iit.ttil«  for  rr-muval  of 
adenoids  aiid  tonsils  under  gviicful  aiic^thi'sin.  ( PhotoRraplivd  in  the 
ManhaH-in  Eye,  Ear,  and  Throat  Hospital  operating  room.) 

The  small  ring'  curet  devised  by  Coffin  I  Fi}j.  444)  is  of  great 
service  for  llie  purpose  nf  removing  residual  shred'',  or  small  masses 
of  adenoids  which  are  beyond  the  reach  of  the  larger  carets  or  forceps. 

Position  of  the  Patient. —  The  consensus  of  opinion  among 
American  rhinologi-its  favors  the  dorsal  position  for  adenoid  an<l  tonsil 
ojKTations  ( lig-  445>,  when  general  anesthesia  is  employed.  Tlie 
patient's  head  should  Ik  slightly  lowered  or  turned  lo  one  side  during 


678 


THE  PHARYNX  AND  FAUCES. 


the  procedure  in  accordance  with  the  adaptability  of  the  individual 
surgeon.  The  upright  position  is  preferable  when  local  anesthesia  is 
chosen,  inasmuch  as  under  these  conditions  the  patient  is  able  to  avoid 
the  inhalation  of  blood. 

Furthermore   the   operation   should   be   performed   under   bright 


Fig.  446. — The  Thomson  protector  for  the  adenoid  ctirct. 

illumination.     Tlie  electric  headlight  fFig.  5)  is  most  satisfactory  for 
operations  upon  adenoid.s  and  tonsils. 

Operation  with  the  Curet. — In  the  majority  of  cases  the  curet 
shoidd  be  relied  uijon  for  tlie  removal  of  the  mass  of  adenoids.  With 
a  sharp  curet,  well  selected  as  to  size  and  adaptability,  the  entire  mass 
may  be  completely  excised  with  a  single  sweep  and  without  injury  to 


V\r.  447. — Sclidti.'itic  ri|ir<scnt;Ui('ii  of  tliv   ronmvnl  of  adcnoiilR  by 
miTiiis  of  the  I'unt. 

the  surrounding  tissue-;.  It  is  of  the  utmost  iinpnrtancc  that  the  curet 
should  bf  sliarp,  and  to  this  end  llic  prntoctor  devisetl  by  Thomson 
( i"ig.  44lii  giKinls  the  rutting  edge  fruni  contact  with  other  instni- 
lui-nt-;. 

Having  ■^cli'cteil  the  curd,  it  slinnld  be  introduced  Iwbind  the  <on 
palate  into  llie  pn^tiiasnl  >pacc.  Some  authorities  advise  the  employ- 
ment of  a  palate  retractor  (l^itr.  lOl  during  tliis  procedure,  but  in 
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slcillftil  hands  no  retractor  is  needed.    'J'hc  curet  should  be  carried 

upward  and  backward  until  it  comes  into  contact  witli  the  [jostcrior 

^border  of  the  choaiw,  when,  by  lilting  the  handle  upward  and  at  tlie 

•same  time  tirinly  forcing  the  blade  into  position  against  the  upper  line 

of  the  posterior  wall,  it^  ring  is  made  to  encircle  the  growth.     With  a 

firm,  downwani,  sweeping  movement  the  curet  is  made  to  sever  the 

entire  mass  at  its  base  of  attachment  (Kig.  447  K  but  the  cutting;  should 

terminate  at  the  lowest  point  of  attachment  of  ilic  adenoids.     Furthcr- 

Jtnore,  the  blade  shouhi  not  penetrate   the  submucous  structures  or 

denude  the  underlying  bone. 

The  severed  mass  of  tissue  (Fig.  448)  usually  falls  into  the  mouth 


Fig.  448.— Large  adenoid,  acltial  siic,  showing  linear  folds 
and  deep  depressions. 


upon  the  withdrawal  of  the  curet,  but  it  should  be  carefully  watched 
for  and  grasped  witli  forceps  in  order  to  avoid  being  accidentally  drawn 
into  the  larynx.  Before  concluding  the  procedure  the  postnasal  space 
should  he  palpated  with  the  finger,  and  any  remaining  shreds  removed. 
Whenever  such  shreds  are  attached  to  the  posterior  pharyngeal  wall, 
by  lifting  the  soft  palate  they  are  easily  cut  away  with  a  tonsil  punch. 
It  sonictmifs  becomes  necessary  to  employ  the  adenoid  forceps  (large 
or  small)  to  complete  the  operation. 

Operation  with  the  Forceps. — The  Brandagec  forceps  (Fig. 
441 )  should  be  selected.  There  are  two  size*.  This  instrument  fits  the 
vault,  has  a  wide  cutting  surface,  anil  with  one  cut  it  is  usually  possible 
to  remove  the  mass.  The  anesthetist  or  assistant  should  hold  the 
patient's  head  firmly  and  the  adenoid  forceps,  closed,  should  be 
carefully  introduced  into  the  naifyphar>-nx,  ani  gently  rotated  to 
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fre€  ihe  jaws  from  poMi'hle  aiuchmenl  lo  the  membrane  of  the 
velum.  The  disi;il  end  should  then  be  carried  lirmly  against  the 
extreme  imriimi  nf  the  vault  and  as  nh'^v  as  |>'.is»il*le  lo  the  chijaiuc. 
Tlie  jaws  shMuId  tht*u  Ijc  widely  separated  and  ]»resst-d  a^ain^t  the 
vault  with  sutVicieiii  force  to  engage  the  gruvnh.  Uefore  cutting, 
the  shank  of  the  forceps  should  be  lirought  into  a  position  touchini; 
the  upper  incisor  Icclli,  exactly  in  Llie  median  line.  This  precaution 
prevents  the  accident  of  griis]>ing  the  posterior  border  of  the  vomer, 
riic  jaws  of  ihc  forceps  shnuhl  now  be  lij^bily  closed.  The  clasine 
of  the  jaws  of  ihc  forceps  docs  not  fully  cut  ihrou),;h  the  mas5,  and 
nnc  or  two  rocking  niovcmcnis  should  be  made,  vviili  force  sufficient 
lo  jartly  cut  and  partly  tear  off  the  adcmnds,  before  it  is^  drawn 
dLiwnward  into  the  month;  otherwise  there  is  danger  of  '^tripping' 
the  membrane  from  the  posterior  pharj-njjeal  wall.  As  a  rule  it  is 
necessary  to  complete  Ihc  removal  with  the  curct  or  finger,  prefer- 
ably the  fttrmcr.    The  hemorrhage  is  profuse,  but  usuaUy  is  not 


Fig.  +©.— The  Hunter  sponge  bolder. 

persistent.    The  patient  should  he  rolled  upon  his  side  and  under 

f;cK»d  illumination  t!ie  blood  should  be  removed  by  mc.ins  of  swabs 
leld  in  large  sponge  holders  (I'ig.  449). 

When  the  linj;er  is  introduced,  either  for  the  purpose  of 
determining  whether  the  removal  is  CfHUplctc  or  to  scrape  away  rem- 
nants of  adenoids,  it  should  be  encased  in  a  layer  of  sterile  ^uze, 
which  may  be  saturated  with  alcohol,  the  latter  being  ttoth  astnngcnt 
and  styptic. 

After  completing  the  n|>eration,  the  patient  should  be  rolled  upon 
his  side  and  his  face  swaiheit  with  tnwcls  well  soaked  with  ice-water 
until  the  hcniurrliagc  has  practically  ceased.  The  hemorrhage  i* 
usually  self-limited  and  rarely  persists  alter  the  lirat  few  seconds. 
Several  procedure-^  have  been  devise<I  for  controlling  the  hemor- 
rhage. 

As  the  hemorrhage  ceases.  Ihc  mouth  gag  may  Ije  removed  and  the 
patient  carried  to  his  room,  where  he  should  be  continuously  watched 
until  he  recovers  from  the  anesthetic  and  all  danger  of  hcmorrhagr 
has  passed.  After  returning  the  patient  tn  bed,  the  position  ui>on 
the  side  or  stomach  is  preferred.  I'atients  sliimld  lie  upon  the  side 
for  some  time.  If  allow^ed  to  lie  upon  the  back  they  may  swallow 
bloQd  without  giving  evidence  of  ttcmorrhage. 
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In  ease  of  severe  and  persistent  postoperative  hemorrhage  pres- 
sure must  he  applied  ta  the  bleeding  point.  >iasse.<  uf  ahwrbcnt 
cotton  or  gauze  dipped  in  adrenahii  solution  and  j^'rasped  in  strong 
curved  forceps  sliould  Ijc  passed  up  lu-hind  the  vchim  wiili  suffi- 
cient pressure  to  control  ihc  hemorrhage.  Persisteiu  hemorrhage 
occasioually  yields  only  to  hypodermics  of  human  or  horse  scrum  or 
to  anterior  and  postnasal  plugging.  'I'hc  latter  procedure  often  in- 
duces attacks  of  purulent  otitis  media.  In  one  of  the  author's  cases 
it  was  necessary  to  resort  to  anterior  and  postnasal  plugging  on 
three  occasions  during  the  six  days  following  an  adenoid  operation, 
and  in  spile  of  the  utntOAl  cure  the  palieiu  (ievelupe4  acute  purulent 
otitis  media,  and.  linally.  an  attack  of  acute  niastoiditia. 

After-treatment. — There  is  but  slight  pain  following  the  ade- 
noid operation  unless  a  tonsillotomy  has  been  performed,  when  the 


FiB-  450.-Thc  ^.Ih 
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upper  surface  of  (be  oriricc  of  the  Eustacliian  cubes. 

pain  is  chiefly  referable  to  the  cut  surfaces  of  the  tonsils.  There  is 
but  slight  reaction  awl  only  occasionally  any  acute  inflammatory  stage, 
except  in  those  rare  eases  where  some  latent  infeclion  is  present,  when 
there  may  be  considerable  ilis-comfort.  The  patient  .should  remain  in 
beil  for  from  twenty-four  to  forty-eight  hours,  and  the  temperature 
taken.  If  on  the  following  day  tlie  temperature  is  normal  ami  there 
is  no  apparent  reaction,  the  palient  may  .sit  up  in  Vied  toward  night,  anrl 
the  following  morning  be  allowed  to  put  on  or.Iinary  clothing  and  be 
up  and  about  the  house,  but  he  shouhi  be  restrained  from  overe.xertion 
of  any  kind  and  if  jiossible  from  going  into  vitiated  air  or  contaminated 
atmospheres.  Children  shouhl  not  he  allowed  to  return  to  school  for 
several  days  on  account  of  the  danger  of  infection.  Local  applica- 
tions are  usually  unnecessary,  but,  when  some  cleansing  wash  is 
required,  a  spray  of  an  alkaline  antiseptic  solution  will  !itiflfice.  ^fedica- 
ments  locally  applied  shouM  he  avoidctl.  The  nasopharyngeal  space 
should  be  carefully  re-examined  at  the  ^nd  of  one  or  two  weeks  in 
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order  to  ascertain  whether  (he  entire  growth  lias  been  removed.  No 
subsequent  treatment  is  required  beyond  the  daily  performance  of 
intranasal  hygiene  (see  Chapter  XXXIIl)  wticnever  purulent  scck 
tions  continue. 

As  soon  as  normal  nasal  respiration  is  cstshhVIwd  these  patient! 
even  without  internal  nicdicati'>n,  immediately  bcpin  to  show  th« 
beneficial  effects  of  proper  oxygenation.  The  color  Improve*.  llic 
anemia  disappears  and  the  botJily  weight  rapidly  increaMrs.  In  one  of 
the  author's  cases  which  was  complicated  by  dellectcd  septum,  in  a 
stunted,  anemic,  pigeon-breasted  boy  of  sixteen  years  of  age.  the  sep- 
tum was  straightened,  the  adenoids  and  tonsils  were  removerl.  and 
during  the  following  year  be  gained  about  forty  ]>ounda  in  weight. 

Adhesive  bands  in  the  nasopliarynx  (Fig.  -l.^O)  should  be  cut 
away  or  otherwise  destroyed.    The  authnr  ha*  deviled  a  giiardrd 
galvanocautery  knife   (Fig.  451).   which   may   be  intro<luce*l   behind^ 
the  adhesive  band  in  a  manner  similar  to  that  of  the  probe  in  Fi| 


Fiff,  451, — The  author's  gah-anociulcry  kiiitc  far  dividing 
aditcsiona  in  the  oaso|)harxnx. 

450,  after  which  the  current  is  turned  on  :ind  a  segment  of  the  band 
destroyed.    These  and  other  postnasal  and  nasophar)'ngca1  crowtl 
arc  easily  demonstrated  by  mean»  of  the  pharyngoscope  (Fig.  4W)J 

Recurrence. — Adenoids  rarely  recur  after  complete   removi ' 
The  so-callrd  recurrences  in  the  majority  of  e.ises  occur  where  th< 
primary  operation  has  been  incomplete.     In  infant;*  and  childrea^ 
under  four  years  of  age,  additional  lymphoid  glands  may  undei^ 
inflammatory    changes,   and    coalesce   into   obstructive   masses  ol 
sutTRcient  size  to  require  operation. 

Syphilis  of  the  Nasopharynx.— The  phenomena  of  hoth  sccc 
ary  and   tertiary   syphilis  are  observed   in  the   naiophar>'n.'K,   in  tfc 
form  of  mucous  patches  or  gummata.    Syphilis  of  the  nasopharyiw 
is  fully  described  in  Chapter  XXX. 


NEOPLASMS  Oy  THE  NASOPHARYNX. 

Benign  Neoplasms. 

Benign  ne<.>plasm.s  of  nasopliaryngeal  origin  are  extremely  rat 
They  arc  chiefly  confined  to  the  myxomatous  and  fihromatotis  varictM 
but  cases  of  papilloma,  cnchondroma  and  lipoma  have  been  recorded 
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Nasopharyngeal  Polypi. 

Primary  nasopliar}*ngeal  poI\"pi  should  be  differentiatcil  from  tliose 
which  have  protruded  into  this  space  from  their  attaclimcnt  in  (he 
narcs  (see  Giapter  XLII). 

Etiology. — Nasopharyngeal  polypi  arc  cominunly  ai^sociati'd 
with  nasal  p<ilypi,  and  arc  similar  in  pathology,  etiology  and  symp- 
toms. They  are  prone  to  appear  in  early  life  and  are  somewhat 
more  commtm  in  males.  They  arc  usually  denser  in  structure, 
hence  arc  less  cdcniatons  and  often  attain  large  size. 

Treatment. — Kor  treatment  see  Nasal  Polypi,  Chapter  XLII. 


Nasopharyngeal  Fibromata. 

Etiology. — The  exact  cause  of  nasopharyngeal  libromata  is 
unknown.  The  typical  nasnpharytij^i-al  lihroina  .springs  from  Ihc 
basilar  tibrocarlilage.  but  may  originate  from  the  anterior  surfaces 
of  the  upper  cervical  vertebra;  and  in  the  sphenopalatine  fnssa. 
The  characteristics  of  these  growths  arc:  I.  extreme  hardness,  so 
that  the  knife  or  snare  wire  often  cuts  through  them  with  diffi- 
culty; 2,  tendency  to  extensive  growth  and  to  invade  the  stirrnund- 
ing  tissues,  especially  the  nasal  cavities,  the  cheek  or  orbit ;  3.  naso- 
pharyngeal fibromata  are  destructive,  inasmuch  as  they  ptish  aside 
and  erode  the  walls  of  iho  cavities  in  which  they  are  lodged  and 
nliimatcly  reach  the  cranial  cavity;  4,  the  continued  pressure  and 
iriciion  result  in  rupture  and,  later  on.  cicatricial  adhesions  form 
between  certain  portions;  5,  vascular  erosion  is  a  common  result, 
and  any  violence,  such  as  sneezing,  blowing  the  nose,  etc.,  is  liable 
In  be  followed  by  severe  hemorrhage;  0,  tendency  to  recur  after 
removal. 

Symptoms. — The  early  symptoms  are  similar  In  those  of  naso- 
pharyngeal polypi  witli  the  exception  of  their  tendency  In  hemor- 
rhage. When  unrelieved  by  operation  they  cause  cro<!inns  and  pain 
by  pressure,  and  later  on  deformity  to  the  parts  and  free  muco- 
purulent discharge. 

W'hen  left  In  itself  the  disease  usually  terminates  in  death 
through  asphyxia,  inanition  or  cerebral  lesions.  Occasionally, 
however,  spontaneous  involution  of  the  neoplasm  has  been 
observed,  with  complete  subsidence.  These  tumors  are  benign 
growths,  inasmuch  as  they  do  nni  give  rise  to  metastases  and  do 
not  destroy  the  neighboring  tissues  by  a  process  of  infiltration,  but 
arc  harmful  by  causing  mechanical  displacement. 

Prognosis. — When  operated  upon  while  small  the  prognosis  is 
fairly  good.  There  is  a  marked  tendency  to  recurrence.  Whenever 
the  growth  has  extended  to  the  surrounding  cavities,  csiiecialty  to 
the  brain,  the  prognosis  is  bad. 

Treatment. — When  nf  moderate  size  they  should  be  removed 
ivith  a  cnl,l-wire  or  galvanocautcry  snare.  This  method  of  treat- 
ment greatly  simplifies  the  removal  nf  fibromata,  and  furthermore 
possesses  the  advantage  that  general  anesthesia  is  not  refjuircd. 


684 


THE  PHARYNX  AND  FAUCES. 


Removal  will»  the  snare  is  difficult  on  account  of  the  density 
of  the  lumor  and  the  tendency  to  violent  hemorrhage. 

Extensive  .sur^'ical  pruccdures  under  general  anesthesia  arc 
necessary  to  remove  large  fibromata.  Among  the  radical  opera- 
tions Kocher  splits  the  entire  roof  of  the  mouth,  sci>arating  the 
superior  maxilla,  and  so  gains  room  cnuugh  to  remove  the  large 
neoplasm  from  itie  nasopharynx.  Fharyngotoniy  5umetimes  be- 
comes necessary. 

MALIGNANT  NEOPLASMS  OF  THE  NASOPHARYNX. 
Sarcomata. 

Primar)'  sarcoma  of  the  nasophannx  is  rare,  but  sarcomatous 
growths  may  spring  from  the  roof  of  tJic  pliaryngcal  vaull ;  more 
rarely  along  the  lateral  or  posterior  walls.  They  usually  extend  from 
the  nasopharj-nx  into  nasal  cavities,  and  hreak  through  inc  walls  of  the 
orbit,  antrum  or  cranial  cavities.  Sarcoma  of  the  naaupharynx 
occurs  in  liotli  adults  and  children. 

Lymphosarcomata. 

Lymphosarcoma  also  occurs  primarily  in  the  nasophan-rix.  At 
ihc  onset  il  appears  sa  a  -dwelling  of  ttic  aitcnotd  ttj^suc,  hul  tl  rapiilly 
degenerates  and  ulcerates.  There  is  alway*  marked  anemia  and 
cachexia,  and  rhc  disease  invariahly  terminates  fatally  in  a  few 
niontlis  from  exhaustion,  inanition  or 'asphyxia. 

Prognosis. — The  prognosis  is  imfavorahlc. 

Treatment. — The  trcainient  of  sarcoma  and  tyntpho^rcoma  is 
palliative  and  is  rcsortctl  lo  for  the  relief  of  distre-ssing  pres.-iure  syntf^- 
tonis.  Surgical  removal  of  jwinions  of  ihc  growth  is  sonk'timrs  under- 
taken for  the  purpose  of  re-cstahlishing  drainage  ami  the  relief  ol 
pain.  The  internal  administration  of  large  doitfs  of  arsenic  in  ihc 
form  of  Fowler's  solution  has  lieen  reconinien<Ied.  Trypsin  and  oiher 
similar  remedies  (see  Qiapter  Xl.ll)  have  not  produced  encmirag;in{* 
rcsult-s. 

Carcinomata. 

Primar)'  carcinoma  of  the  nasophar>'nx  is  exceedingly  rare  an>I 
much  less  common  than  sarcoma.  The  point  of  origin  i^  u.-;ually  in  tlie 
superior  pharyngeal  wall,  fmm  whicti  the  growth  extends  tu  the 
surrounding  structures,  especially  Ihc  soft  palate  and  [•'^aO""^ 
They  develop  rather  slowly,  pain  is  not  severe  until  pressure  occurs, 
and  hemorrhage  is  less  common  and  constant  than  in  sarcotna. 

llic  diagnosis  is  dependent  ujton  the  microscopic  hndings,  bot 
the  symptoms  are  fairly  characteristic. 

Prognosis. — The  prognosis,  even  when  operation  is  resorted  In. 
is  unfavorable,  and  recurrence  is  the  rule.  The  patient!t  usnatlr 
succumb  lo  exhaustion  after  months  of  intense  suffering'. 

Treatment.— In  the  earlier  stages  radical  removal  may  be  at- 
tempted .ind  may  result  in  prolonging  Hfc.  but  the  growths  almost 
invariably  recur.    The  pain  should  be  relieved  by  morphine. 
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Teratomata. 

Tumors  of  this  class  arc  congenital,  and  when  occurring  in  tiw 
nasopharynx  seljoni  attain  any  cunsitjerable  size.  Their  attachment  is 
sonielinics  so  slender  thai  they  become  detached  si)iintane<'usly. 
One  case  has  boon  reported  in  which  the  child  swallowed  the  lunior, 
voiding;  it  next  day  per  rectum.  They  have  been  known  to  prr>ject 
into  the  floor  of  the  pituitary  fossa,  thereby  causing  compression  of 
the  optic  tract  and  nerves. 

FOREIGN   BODIES  IN  THE  NASOPHARYNX. 

Masses  iif  food  or  of  liarder  substances  cnrcasiunalty  become 
lodged  in  the  nasopharynx  as  a  rcsnlr  nf  vomiting  or  regurgitation. 
This  accident  is  particularly  ]ial)le  to  befall  those  who  have  paral- 
ysis, especially  children  with  postdiphtheritic  paralysis.  Uullels 
and  other  projectiles  may  also  fitid  lodgment  in  this  location. 


I'"i8.  AS2. — The  Hooper  adenoid  forceps. 


Symptoms. — Sudden  obstruction  to  nasal  respiration  following 
an  aiiack  o(  vnniiiing  is  generally  the  first  symptom  noted.  Smaller 
substances  pivc  rise  to  an  uncomfortable  stuffy  sensation,  the 
patient  usually  ascribing  it  to  something  in  ihc  upper  part  of  the 
throat.  . 

Diagnosis. — In  addition  to  the  characteristic  symptoms,  the 
diagnosis  is  made  by  rhinoscopjc  or  di^^ital  examination.  Cocaine 
should  be  freely  applied  tn  the  surroundine  tissues  in  order  to  allay 
the  reflex  irritation.  Quite  often  the  foreign  body  is  visible  below 
Ihe  border  of  the  soft  palate,  or  can  be  seen  by  introducing  a  ])alatc 
retractor. 

Treatment.  —  Removal  with  forceps  is  the  usual  method  cm- 
ployed.  The  ^niall  Hooper  adenoid  forceps  (Fig.  4.^2 ^  are  adaptable 
for  Ibis  purport,  ina'^nnicb  as  tliis  instrument  confurnis  well  to  the 
pharynKi";il  vault.  The  procedure  is  usually  comparatively  simple 
m  experienced  hands,  and  can  be  carried  out  without  the  induction 
of  general  anesthesia. 


CHAPTER  XLIV. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  OROPHARYNX. 


I.   SURGICAL  ANATOMY. 

The  oropharynx  or  "pharynx  proper"'  (Fig.  18)  lies  below  the 
level  of  the  soft  palate  and  is  thus  distinguislied  from  the  naso- 
pharynx. It  has  no  anterior  wall,  inasmuch  as  this  space  constitutes 
its  avenue  of  communication  willi  the  mouth  (Fig.  431).  The 
posterior  wall  is  formed  by  a  portion  of  the  cervical  vertebrae  (chiefly 
of  the  body  of  the  axisj,  and  of  the  longus  colli  and  recti  capitis 
anticu.s  muscles.  It  is  nearly  flat  under  normal  conditions.  The 
lateral  walls  are  made  up  of  loose  connective  tissue  and  the  con- 
strictor muscles  of  the  pharynx,  these  structures  at  the  same  time 
protecting  the  large  blood-vessels  of  the  neck.  The  mucosa  is 
similar  to  that  of  the  nasopharynx,  but  is  lined  with  stratified  epi- 
thelium. Nodules  of  lymphoid  tissue  are  scattered  over  the  oro- 
pharynx, especially  the  posterior  wall,  and  a  chain  of  lymph-nodules 
on  the  lateral  walls  is  continuous  with  the  lymphoid  tissue  of  the 
nasopharynx. 

The  soft  palate,  also  known  as  the  velum  palati,  is  made  up  of 
two  layers  of  mucosa,  between  which  muscle  fibres  are  interposed, 
and  it  is  attached  to  the  posterior  hnrdcr  of  the  hard  palate.  A 
median,  anteroposterior  raphe  marks  the  line  of  attachment  of  the 
two  lateral  halves.  A  conical-shaped  prolongation  of  this  line  at 
the  lower  ])order  is  known  as  the  uvula.  The  lateral  portions  of 
the  free  border  arch  downward  and  divide  into  two  folds,  one  of 
which  contains  the  patatoghissus  muscle  and  is  attached  to  the 
lateral  ni^gin  of  the  tongue.  This  fold  cnnstitutes  the  anterior 
pillar  of  the  fauces.  The  remaining  fold  contains  the  palato- 
pluiryngeus  muscle,  which  is  inserted  into  tlio  lateral  and  posterior 
wall  of  the  oropharynx.  This  fold  forms  the  posterior  pillar  of  the 
fauces. 

The  Tonsils. — The  faucial  tonsils,  two  in  number,  are  deeply 
located  between  the  anterior  and  posterior  pillars  of  the  fauces,  on 
cither  side.  I'hcy  are  largely  composed  of  Ivmphoid  tissue  sup- 
ported by  a  framework  of  connective  tissue,  and  the  exposed  sur- 
faces, even  (»f  the  crypts,  are  covered  with  mucous  membrane.  The 
outer  surface  (base)  is  shealhed  in  a  hbrous  capsule  which  rests 
upon  tlie  superior  constrictor  muscle.  Xormally  the  tonsils  do  not 
project  beyond  the  pillars  fif  the  fauces  and  are  invisible  by  ordinary 
inspection.  The  tonsil  receives  its  blood-supplv  chiefly  from  the 
tonsillar  branch  of  the  facial.  It  is  further  supplied  by  the  dorsalis 
lingii.-e  from  the  lingual,  the  ascending  palatine,  the  ascending 
pharyngeal  from  the  external  parotid,  and  finally  from  the  descend- 
ing palatine  artery. 
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VVIien  slisjhtly  diseased  or  hypertrophic^,  canals  or  cr\'pls  ap- 
pear in  the  glandular  suhstance.  As.  tlic  hvpcrtrupliy  incri.a*.(.s,  the 
tunsil  ijrojctls  btyond  the  borders  of  the  pillars  into  the  pharyngeal 
,space,  tile  surface*  being  studded  wtih  lacunx,  which  serve  as 
)cnings  for  the  crvpts. 

The  Lingual  Tonsil. — Along  the  posterior  border  of  the  tongue, 
between  the  circuinvallatc  ]>apilla:  and  the  epiglottis,  is  located  the 
so-called  lingual  tonsil,  which  i?;  made  up  of  a  r()nf*lnnierate  mass  of 
lymph-jjlands.  These  are  visjbte  only  when  the  lymphoid  tissue  is 
hypertrnphied.  Histnlogically,  the  lingiial  and  faucial  tonsils  arc 
identical.  Occasionally  a  mass  uf  distended  and  varicose  veins 
occupies  this  site  and  is  de!sign.^ted  as  lingual  vari.K.  Enlargement 
of  the  lingual  tonsil  and  varix  often  gives  ri.se  to  rcHex  throat 
symptoms. 

The  Tongue.— The  tongue  may  present  asymmetry,  cicatrices, 
or  impaired  nunility  as  a  result  of  various  neuroses,  and  it  is  also 
subject  to  a  nunilier  of  pathological  conditions,  such  as  ranula,  lupus, 
cancer,  syi)hi]is  and  leprosy.  It  varies  within  wide  limits  in  regard 
to  size,  surface,  and  tirmncss  nf  texture,  while  its  cnlor  and  secre- 
tion atford  a  fair  index  to  the  general  health  of  the  individual. 

The  lingual  artery  passes  forward  on  the  tongue,  close  m  the 
lower  end  of  the  faucial  tonsil,  where  it  may  rca.dily  be  compressed. 
In  operations  on  the  faucial  tonsil,  whetlier  from  within  or  from 
without,  the  direct  vicinity  of  the  carotid  arteries  as  well  as  the 
ascentling  pharyngeal  and  ascending  palatine  vessels  is  of  much 
surgical  importance.  The  palatine  muscles  assist  in  the  move- 
ments of  swallowing  and  also  participate  in  the  production  of  the 
voice.  The  tensor  and  levator  pa lati  muscles  intlucuce  Itie  auditory 
function  on  account  of  their  relation  to  the  Kustachian  tube. 

An  important  function  of  the  soft  palate,  aided  by  the  palatine 
arches  and  tlie  uvula,  is  the  closing  off  of  the  middle  pliaryngcal 
space  from  ihc  ujiper  portion  of  tiie  pharynx  during  the  act  (jf 
swallowing.  The  various  diseases  nf  the  oropharynx  and  velum 
very  commonly  give  rise  to  disturbances  of  swallowing;  less  fre- 
quently of  speech,  and  rarely  of  respiration. 

The  oropharynx  communicates  with  the  buccal  cavity  through 
the  faucial  isthmus,  the  circular  boundaries  of  which  are  repre- 
seiiteil  by  the  velum  palati.  the  faucial  arches  and  the  hase  of  the 
tongue. 

To  inspect  the  entire  oropharynx,  including  the  posterior  wall, 
the  two  lateral  walls  and  the  velum,  involves  the  employment  of  a 
pharyngeal  mirror  and  the  tongue  must  be  depressed  and  the  velum 
relaxed. 

The  mucosa  of  the  posterior  and  lateral  walls  is  normally  uf  a 
more  vivid  red  than  that  found  in  the  buccal  cavity.  .As  a  rule  it 
is  smooth,  moist  and  glisttning,  but  it  may  present  a  somewhat 
roughened  and  uneven  appearance  without  being  diseased.  .\ 
number  of  more  or  less  distinct  blood-vessels  traverse  the  posterior 
pharyngeal  wall.  Pathological  conditions  involving  this  area  tend 
to  progrcs."*  either  toward  the  nasopharynx  or  toward  the  larynx. 
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Under  normal  conditions  mfxicraldy  enlarged  pharyngeal  tonsils 
begin  to  undcrjfo  invuhitidn  aUiut  tiie  age  uf  |iuberty,  ihc  process 
usually  being  concluded  at  abunt  tiie  twcnly-hfih  year 

II.    MALFORMATIONS   AND   DEFORMITIES  OF  THE 
OROPHARYNX. 

The  malformations  observed  in  the  oropharynx  arc:  stenosis.- 
dilatation  (pliarj-ngocele)  or  diverticula,  and  asymmetry.  Of  these 
the  most  common  is  stenosis,  which  may  i>ccur  as  a  congenital 
condition  nr  secondarily  as  a  result  of  injury  to  or  inflammation  of 
the  surrounding  structures.  Congenital  atresia  is  very  rare,  and 
hut  few  cases  nf  complete  atresia  have  been  reported.  Cases  of 
partial  atresia  arc  more  common.  Reports  of  complete  closure 
have  shown  that  the  atresia  occurs  in  conjunction  with  pouches. 
Stenosis  when  fnllnwing  inflammatory  diseases  or  injury  is  due  tu 
cicatricial  contraction.  Syphilis  furnishes  by  far  the  larger  pro- 
portion of  this  class  of  cases.  Adhesion  of  the  velum  to  the 
posterior  ph.iryn]fcal  wall  ( Piff.  285*.  with  the  atten^lant  contrac- 
tions, leads  to  a  varictv  of  pharyngeal  deformities,  manv  interfering 
with  tlie  act  of  dcglnlilion.  and  all  cbaraclcrizeil  hy  more  or 
less  interference  with  nasal  respiration.  These  adhesions  some- 
times extend  well  up  into  the  nas^ipharynx  or  downward  into  the 
laryngopharyn.x.  where  the  scar  tissue  and  adhesions  pruvc  mo-st 
troublesome.  I'raumati.'im  u.sually  results  from  the  accidental 
ingestion  nf  scalding  nr  canstic  fluids.  Cases  nf  this  class  <^ien 
result  fatally  before  a  permanent  stenosis  has  de%'eloped,  but  edema 
is  present  during  the  acute  inflammatory  period.  Spasm  of  the 
pharynx  occasionally  occurs  in  neurotic  individuals  or  as  a  result  of 
the  bolting  of  food. 

.Another  form  of  stenosis,  described  as  the  extrinsic  variety, 
results  from  outside  causes  which  produce  a  partial  closure  of  the 
pharyngeal  lumen.  Diseases  of  the  vertebral  column,  deformities 
or  forward  curvature  of  the  spine  or  twisting  of  the  vcrtebrx,  are 
liable  to  infringe  upon  the  pharyngeal  space.  In  like  manner  reiro- 
pharyngeat  abscess,  markrd  enlargement  of  the  laleral  lobes  of  the 
thyroid  gland,  peritonsillar  abscess,  together  with  Hodgkin's 
disease,  rhinosclcroma  and  the  various  malignant  growth^:,  mnr 
produce  the  extrinsic  form. 


Diverticula  or  Dilatations  of  the  Pharynx. 

Unless  congenital,  these  arc   usually   found   as  a   reinit  of      u 
mechanical    causes,    such    as   rlistcmion    from    the   1>n1ttng   of    large  ^M 
masses   of   unmasticatcd   food.     This   form   is   rarely   observed   in  H| 
earlv  life;  it  comes  on  in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  teeth  or  the 
profonged    habit    of   bolting.      Large   pouches   or    dilatations    Are 
known  as  pharyngocclc.    The  condition  is  occasionally  congeoitAl, 
when    it    is   associated    with    atresia.     Tn    the   author's   cases   the 
diverticula  have  invariably  uccurred  in  the  upper  ponton  of  tiM 
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esophagus.  Whenever  a  pliaryngcal  |>ouch  is  large  and  becomes 
iemi)orariIy  tilled  it  commonly  [irmluces  a  tumor-like  external 
prominence  wliich  may  be  (elt  upon  ])aIi>alion.  Patients  are  some- 
times al>le  lo  disgorge  the  contents  nf  the  sac  by  pressure  from 
without.  A  form  of  treatment  rea>mmcndcd  in  severe  cases  is  the 
application  of  a  properly  (itted  pad  over  the  site  of  the  tumor.  In  a 
case  now  under  treatment  the  diverticulum  is  small,  but  it  is  still 
of  sufficient  sixc  to  interfere  with  "larjjc  masses  of  food  wlien 
hurriedly  swallowed." 

Treatment. — The  lond  should  be  largely  of  liquid  or  semi- 
liquid  consistency  and  should  he  swallowed  slowly.  The  occasional 
introduction  of  large  esophageal  tiougies.  by  overcoming  constric- 
tion above  or  below  the  pouch,  is  thereby  of  distinct  aOvaulage. 


Fig.  45.V— Riiid  uvula. 

Asymmetry  of  the  Pharynx. 

This  usually  results  from  some  abnormal  or  unusual  promi- 
nence of  vertebra  or  from  exostoses  of  underlyiiij^  bone.  Cervical 
curvature  or  twisting^  of  the  verlebrar  may  reduce  the  calibre  of  the 
phar\-nx  and  give  rise  to  some  distress  upon  swallowing.  Tl)e.<ie 
conditions  arc  only  to  be  found  with  retropharyngeal  abscesses,  or 
some  form  of  tumor.  A  digital  examination  is  usually  sullicient  to 
make  the  diagnosis  complete. 


III.  MALFORMATIONS  AND  DISEASES  OF  THE  UVULA. 

The  uvula  admits  of  considerable  variation  in  size  under  normal 
conditions.  Conp;enital  malformations,  however,  do  occur,  the  chief 
of  which  are  known  as  bifid  ufuia  (Fig.  453),  wherein  the  median 
elongation  is  dividc<l  into  two  portions  usually  of  ccpial  size.  The 
extent  of  the  bifurcation  varies,  but  may  be  sufficiently  deep  to  give  the 
appearance  of  double  uvula.  This  condition  is  undoubtedly  analogous 
to  congenital  cleft  of  the  soft  palate.  The  rudimciuary  nvuh  is  a  form 
of  malformation  in  which  the  uvula  is  only  slightly  developed 
and  occasionally  is  absent  altogether.  No  special  symptoms  are 
manifest  in  either  of  these  conditions,  nor  do  they  cause  aimoyance 
or  discomfort  to  the  patient. 

Treatment.— If  desired  the  bifid  form  may  be  operated  upon 
hy  scarifying  the  apposing  edges  and   uniting  them  by   sutures. 
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Elongation  of  the  Uvula. 

Elongation  of  tlic  uvula  ticyoiid  the  limitations  of  the  normal 
may  or  may  nut  be  attended  by  pathological  changes  in  the  tissues 
and  hy  characteristic  symptoms. 

Etiology. — The  condilion  is  .sometimes  congenital,  consisting  of 
a  redundancy  ff  apparenity  luirmal  (issue.  In  mher  ca-ses  relax- 
ation occurs,  usually  attended  with  anemia,  wliich  involves  the  soft 
l>alatc  as  well.  Partial  paralysis  occurring  as  a  se<iuela  nf  scaflei 
fever  or  diphtheria  may  give  rise  to  the  appearance  of  ck'ngaiioa 
of  the  uvula.  .-Xnother  ft>rm  of  elongated  uvula  is  oli^crved  in 
connection  with  acute  and  chronic  indammations  of  the  tissues 
of  the  upper  air  passage*,  furthermore,  elongation  nf  the  uvula. 
together  with  general  relaxation  of  the  aoix  palate,  is  commonly 
asscH-'ialed  with  i)ie  various  digestive  disturbances,  nhich  are 
grouped  under  the  general  heading  uf  dysjicpsia. 

Abscesses  or  other  tumors,  when  they  develop  in  the  surroundit^ 


l"iil.  454.— The  McKtrntir  uviilrttomc 

tissue?,  may  force  the  uvula  downward,  and  in  so  doing  ihe  latter 
usually  becomes  edematous. 

Symptoms. — The  chief  symptoms  induced  by  elongation  of  the 
uvula  nrc  a  tickling  <iensation  in  the  fauces,  cough,  and  in  extreme  ca«r« 
considerable  interference  witli  deglutition.  V\'hcre  ll»e  elongation 
amounts  to  two  inches  or  more  ( I'ig.  487 )  the  patient  literally  swallows 
the  uvula.     The  cough  is  aggravated  by  the  rccuiul>eni  jx^sition. 

Diagnosis. — L'pou  examination  the  uvula  may  be  .dimply 
clongatL-'l.  wi'.luiut  much  change  in  its  lateral  dimensions.  Tlic  tip 
ikften  extends  downward  into  the  glossoepigloiiic  space. 

Treatment. — When  the  einngation  i«  considerable  and  gives 
rise  to  the  symptoms  above  mcntione<l.  the  rational  treatment  consists 
in  the  surgical  removal  of  Ihe  reihm<lant  |Hirlion.  .\stringcnt  sprays 
or  applications  of  adrenalin  chlorid  S'r-nietimes  produce  a  lunifMjrary 
retraction.  In  every  instance  a  careful  examination  of  all  adjacent 
tissues  shouhl  be  made  in  order  to  ascertain  any  primary  cause  other 
than  congenital.  Relaxation  associalcti  with  tempurary  paralysiA 
requires  the  benefits  of  the  internal  administration  of  blixMl-lmilding 
agents,  togcllier  with  outdoor  life  and  the  most  nutritious  forvL 

Surgical  Removal. — Rxcisitwi  is  accnmplislied  as  follows:  After 
carefully  cleansing  the  entire  mucosa  of  the  oropharjnx.  the  uvula 
should  be  anesthetized  by  painting  with  a  10  per  cent,  solution  of 
cocaine.  It  is  never  wise  to  remnve  the  entire  uvula,  the  removal 
of  tlie  redundancy  being  all  that  is  required.     While  several  instru-j 
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mcnts  have  been  dcvi^cfl  f<»r  thU  nporaiion,  nniably  ilio  uvula 
sci-<s<irs  or  sonic  form  of  nvulntmnc  ( I'ig.  454).  the  proccrUire  is  quite 
as  well  acc<jiiii>]islie<l  willi  a  pair  of  onliiiary  long-handled  scissors 
sligluly  curvcl  ujKin  the  tlai,  the  tip  of  the  uvula  meanwhile  being 
gnis]>cil  wiili  suilahlc  forceps.  The  tongue  should  he  depressed,  and 
tlic  cut  should  he  slij;^htl_v  slanting,  the  anterior  portion  of  the  uvula 
heing  led  longer  than  the  posterior.  Less  pahi  and  irritation  follow 
this  form  of  excision,  for  the  anterior  dcpendcni  membrane  serves 
to  protect  ihc  wound  during  the  act  of  swallowing.  Stitches  are  of 
no  henetit.  As  a  rule,  but  slight  hemorrhage  is  encountered, 
allliougli  at  times  bleciiiiig  persists  for  some  lime.  Cases  of  alarm- 
ing litinunliage  have  been  reported.  .\  gargle  or  tfie  application 
of  adrenalin  chlorid  is  u?iial!y  sufficient  to  control  ordinary  hem- 
orrhage. If  it  should  persist,  temporary  clam|)ing  with  forceps, 
ligation  or  cauterization  may  he  resorted  to.  These  procedures  are 
not  difhcult. 


Fig.  4S5.^1i<Jviiiit  K-'i  tliL-  uu(l:i,  1.1  nil  -i'.uM  linitfiiircs  for  the 
removal  of  scrum. 

After-treatment. — Con.siderahle  inflammatory  reaction  follows 
the  operation,  and  ?evcrc  pain  en^^ucs,  which  is  aggravated  during 
degluiition.  Soft  food  with  hut  little  seasoning'  should  constitute 
the  diet  for  a  day  or  two  following  the  operation.  The  surface* 
may  he  kept  clean  by  means  of  warm  gargles  of  normal  salt  solution 
or  a  weak  solution  of  formaldehvd. 


Acute  Uvulttis. 

Etiology. — ^Tho  texture  and  exposed  location  of  the  uvula 
render  it  peculiarly  liable  to  injury,  inllammation  and  edema.  These 
affections  commonly  result  from  extension  of  adjacent  inflamma- 
tions or  from  such  injuries  as  cuts  from  sharp  objects,  such  as  fish- 
bones, or  from  scalds  or  bums.  Specific  ulceration  is  not  uncom- 
nuin,  and  the  edrmaious  variety  (Fig.  45.^)  sometimes  orcurs  «s  a 
result  of  the  pressure  from  the  encroachment  of  tumors.  These 
may  he  benign,  in  the  form  of  abscess  or  specihc  gummata,  or  malig- 
nant. Certain  cases  seem  to  [*c^ur  as  a  result  of  diathesis  <3r  errors 
of  digestion. 

Symptoms. — .\  ticlchng.  ^tinging,  painful  sensation,  aggravated 
by  attcnii»ls  at  swallowing,  is  the  first  symptom  observed.     As  the 
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swelling  and  edema  mercase,  nwlnjj  to  ihe  infihralion  of  s«mua., 
exudate  into  tlic  sod,  yielting  tissues,  tlie  uvula  lip  become*  InillKnis, 
elongated,  an<)  impinges  upon  the  baM*  uf  the  tongue  and  cpiglutti».I 
The  irritation  linis  induced  evokes  a  persistent  cougti.     In  extreme! 
cases  re'ijiiraiinit  may  lie  wriously  olistnicted.  especially  wlien  in  tlie 
recumbent  p<^sture. 

Diagnosis. — (")n  the  site  of  the  tivula  a  large,  bogg)-.  intlained. 
often  cdeniatuiis  jjendaiit  mass  will  l»c  oliservctl.  jMrlially  tiUing  thej 
oropharjngcal  space.     'J  he  edematous  portions  are  usually  found  about 
the  tip  and  posterior  surfaces. 

Treatment. — In  moderate  cases  during  the  early  fitagcs  l>c(ore{ 
edema  appears,  frequent  gargling  with  glvceri*!  of  laiuttn.  1  dram  toj 
tlie  ounce,  h  advisable.  In  cdciiiatDUs  casc^  topical  appliiL'ations  are 
without  avail,  and  serum  should  be  removed  by  simple  puncture 
(Fijj.  455)  rd  the  tissues,  under  ccnraine  anesthesia.  In  puncturing, 
care  should  be  taken  to  avoid  injury  to  the  posterior  pharyngeal 
wall.  A  sharp-jMiinted  bistoury  is  the  most  convenient  instrumcnL 
With  this,  from  live  to  fifteen  punctures  arc  often  necessary  in 
order  to  drain  the  tiMucs,  relieve  the  preMtirc,  and  thus  enable  the 
blood-vessels  to  carry  off  the  remainder  of  the  exudate.  Kefcrc 
making  the  incisions  the  entire  oropharynx  ^houUl  lie  ihoroughljr 
cleansed  by  means  of  sterile  salt  douche  or  gargle-  It  is  snmetime*r 
necessary  in  repeat  the  punctures  daily  for  two  or  three  davj).  A 
gargle  containing  1  to  3  grains  of  sulphate  of  copper  to  the' ounce 
of  water  or  a  hot  normal  salt  sohition  is  beneficial.  These  ten^l 
to  aid  in  the  process  of  repair,  and  at  the  same  lime  maintain  pro()er< 
cleanliness.  When  associated  with  abscesses,  inflammationit  or 
tumors  of  the  surrounding  tissues,  the  latter  aflTcctions  must  also  be 
subjected  to  appropriate  treatment. 

Free  caihar-*;is  at  the  commencement  of  the  attack  tends  to 
lessen  its  severity,  shorten  its  course  and  minimize  the  edema. 
Whenever  the  dis^-asc  is  due  to  errors  of  tligestion  or  assimilation  it 
is  incumbent  upon  the  surgeon  t^  submit  the  |>atient  to  a  tliorougii 
examination  of  the  entire  digcMivc  tract,  ilic  heart,  blood-vesscb  and 
kidneys. 

IV.   ULCERATIONS  AND  ADHESIONS. 

Ulcerations  and  adhe*ion«s  nf  the  uvula  and  soft  palate  usaally 
result  from  tertiary  syphilis.  The  superticial  ulceration  of  the  mti- 
cous  patch  occasionally  involves  this  region,  but  without  destruc- 
tion (d  the  deeper  tissues.  The  ulrerations  associated  with  tertiary 
syphilis  are  most  destnictivc  not  only  in  the  loss  of  tissue,  but  from 
the  ravages  of  tJic  cicatricial  tissue,  which  is  prone  to  bind  the 
remaining  portions  of  the  uvula  and  soft  palate  to  the  ixtstwiiir 
pharyngeal  wall  ll*ig.  285).  When  observed  early  the  gummatous 
ulceration  yields  li>  the  usual  specitic  treatmi-nt.  Hut  after  adhe- 
sions have  itirmed  they  remain  and  stuhlnirnlv  resist  trcalment. 
Occasionally  some  relief  mav  he  obtaincil  by  dividing  the  cicatricial 
bands.  The  adhe»ons  \ary  in  form  and  extent,  from  a  partial  adhe- 
sion of  one  pillar,  to  a  complete  aiiachment  of  tlic  soft  palate  whtcli 
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closes  the  nasopharyngeal  channel.  While  for  the  most  part  these 
adhesions  occur  as  a  result  of  spccitic  ulceration,  lupus  and  extensive 
burns  may  occasionally  cause  them.  The  vuice  becomes  affected  in 
propurtion  to  the  extent  uf  the  adhesions  and  the  obstruction  of  the 
nasopharyngeal  space.  Occasionally  perforations  directly  thnjugh 
either  the  S)it  or  hard  palate  are  obser\'ed. 

Attempts   to   relieve   by   operative   procedure   usually    end   in 
failure  on  account  of  the  tendency  of  syphilitic  adhesions  to  recur. 


V.    RETROPHARYNGEAL  ABSCESS. 

This  is  due  to  an  accumulation  of  pus  in  the  submucous  con- 
nective tissue  of  the  posterior  wall  of  the  pharynx. 

Etiology. — As  the  name  implies,  any  formation  of  pus,  from 
whatever  cause,  developing  in  tlic  posterior  pharyngeal  space  would 
necch.sarily  l>e  considered  a  retropharyngeal  abscess.  Tlie  disease 
occurs  with  greater  freuuencv  in  young-  children  and  ihe  exciting 
cause,  which  is  an  invasion  o'i  the  pathogenic  micro-organisms  into 
this  space,  is  often  difticult  tu  discover.  In  a  small  proportion  of 
cases  the  disease  arises  from  caries  of  the  cervical  vertebnc  and  is 
cither  syphilitic  or  tuberculous.  The  infectious  diseases  of  child- 
hood probably  furnish  the  larger  proportion  of  all  cases.  Ulcera- 
tions of  the  postpharyngeal  mucosa  from  any  cause  furnish  a 
pathway  for  infection  to  enter. 

Symptomatology. — The  symptoms  sliow  marked  variations 
between  children  and  adults.  In  young  children  the  process 
develops  rather  slowly  and.  as  a  rule,  is  not  noted  in  the  early 
stages,  during  which  the  chief  symptoms  are  lassitude,  frelfulness 
and  loss  of  appetite.  .After  a  few  days  considerable  cough  appears, 
with  ilie  marked  changes  in  the  character  of  the  voice  dcscril>ed  by 
Rcgnicr^  as  "Ic  crt  de  ranard."  A'^  the  disease  progresses,  deglutition 
becomes  difficult  and  painful.  Examination  of  the  pharynx  at  this 
time  will  show  bulging  of  the  [losterior  wall  largely  unilateral,  and 
Ihe  pus  burrows  in  all  directions,  but  chiefly  downward.  The  sur- 
face becomes  extremely  tense  and  inflamed,  bill  fluctuates  under 
pressure.  In  adults  tlie  onset  is  usually  more  sudden,  and  is  char- 
acterized by  pain,  similar  to  tliat  cxijcriencctl  in  an  attack  of  quinsy, 
by  diOicult  deglutition,  partial  hiss  of  voice  and  moderate  rise  of 
temperature.  The  pain  and  dysphagia  increase  until  relieved  by 
rupture  of  the  abscess  or  by  incision. 

Diagnosis. — Tnspeclittu  and  palpation  furnish  the  necessary 
information.  There  is  bulging  of  the  posterior  pharyngeal  wall 
with  displacement  of  the  soft  palate  and  uvula  and  a  sensation  of 
fluctuation. 

Differential  Diagnosis. — In  young  children  the  objective  symp- 
toms of  the  disease  .somewhat  resemble  those  of  croup,  which  must 
be  eliminated  by  inspection  and  palpatitm.  In  adults  a  large  syphi- 
litic gumma  or  other  form  of  tumor  unaiieiided  by  ulceration  might 
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be  mistaken  for  abscess.  Here  also  palpation  serves  to  differen- 
tiate. 

Prognosis. — When  discovered  early  and  evacuated  promptly 
the  prognosis  is  good,  but  the  cavity  tends  to  refill,  often  requir- 
ing a  second  or  third  incision.  The  prognosis  is  less  favorable  in 
cases  arising  from  caries  of  the  cervical  vertebrje.  Fatalities  have 
occurred  from  strangulation  due  to  filling  up  of  the  larynx  from 
the  sudden  rupture  of  a  large  abscess. 

Treatment. — The  abscess  cavity  should  be  evacuated  by  free 
incision.  In  order  to  prevent  suffocation  from  the  flow  of  pus  into 
the  larynx  the  head  should  be  lowered  and  held  in  the  lap  of  the 
assistant,  and  the  operation  should  be  performed  without  an  anes- 
thetic, on  account  of  the  attendant  dyspnea.  The  mouth  should 
be  forcibly  opened  with  a  retractor  and  the  tongue  firmly  depressed. 
The  pointed  bistoury  should  be  introduced  as  low  down  as  possible 
upon  the  posterior  pharyngeal  wall,  and  a  free  incision  carried  well 
through  the  entire  abscess  wall.  I-'oIlowing  the  incision,  sufficient 
pressure  should  be  made  on  the  walls  of  the  cavity  to  express  all 
the  retained  pus,  much  of  which  will  flow  through  the  nostrils  as 
well  as  the  mouth.  Immediate  relief  follows  this  procedure.  For 
several  days  subsequently  the  throat  should  t>e  carefully  examined 
and  the  abscess  reopened  whenever  pus  reaccumulates. 

Whenever  the  retropharyngeal  abscess  results  from  caries  of 
the  cervical  vertel)r3e  it  should  be  approached  externally,  the  abscess 
evacuated  and  all  necrosed  bone  curetted  away. 

As  a  rule,  the  recovery  of  these  patients  is  facilitated  by 
the  internal  administration  of  some  ftjrm  of  iron  or  cod-liver  o:i. 
by  nutritious  diet  and  by  a  prolonged  period  of  life  in  the  open  air. 


CHAPTER  XLV. 


DISEASES  OF  THE  OHOI'MARYNX. 
(CoHlinned.) 


ACUTE  INFLAMMATORY  DISEASES. 

I.    SIMPLE  ACUTE  INFLAMMATIONS. 

I.  Simple  Acute  (Catarrhal)  Pharyngitis. 

Acute  catarrhal  pliaryngitis  is  an  acute  inHamniaiory  proce^ 
involving  Ihc  niuams  mcnibrane  of  the  pharynx,  which  gives  rise 
to  congestion  and,  in  severe  attacks,  to  infiUratlnn  of  the  tis- 
sues, with  hypersecretion.  The  pharynx  may  he  the  chief  scat  of 
the  attacks,  or  merely  a  part  uf  a  general  attack  of  "acute  cold" 
involving  the  upper  respiratory  tract. 

Etiology.^  A  cute  pharyngitis  is  dependent  upon  no  single  etio- 
logical faetur,  hut  is  due  to  a  wide  variety  of  canines  and  cofidition-s 
hest  descrilied  under  the  headings  /"■<'rfr'j/'ojint/  and  r.ru'OH*/. 

Prcdisf'Qiiny  Caust'S. — ]'rcdis|)o5ition  to  the  afTectiun  is  ha.sed 
largely  upon:  I.  Lowered  vitality  resulting  from  unhealthy  surround- 
ings, sedentary  occupations,  living  m  badly  ventilated  quarters  and 
in  poisonous  or  dust-laden  atmosplicrc,  and  from  excessive  or 
insufTicient  clothing.  Clirunjc  pharyngitis  predisposes  to  acute 
attacks.  2.  Constitutional  disorders,  whether  of  digestive  or  assimila- 
tive nature,  or  with  a  gouty  or  rheumatic  diathesis,  occasionally  the 
menstrual  epoch  in  women.  3.  Catarrhal  inflammations  of  the  nose, 
nasopharyn.x  and  laryn.x.  4.  Excessive  indulgence  in  stimulants, 
especially  alcohol  ami  tuhacco.    5.  Iliysical  exhaustion. 

Exciting  Causes. — Sudden  or  prolonged  exposure  to  cold,  espe- 
cially when  the  l>ody  is  freely  perspirmg.  is  the  most  frequent 
exciting  cause,  particularly  in  individuals  who  are  predisposed  to 
the  disease.  In  weakened  individuals  draughts  of  air  upon  tlu-  hack 
of  the  neck  or  head  may  give  rise  to  the  affection.  Inflammation 
of  the  adjacent  structures  usually  accompanies  this  disease,  and  it 
commonly  occurs  in  conjunction  with  acute  catarrhal  rhinitis  or 
laryngitis.  It  is  more  prevalent  during  cold  weather,  and  especially 
during  prolonged  periods  of  extreme  dampness  of  the  almosphcre. 

Symptomatology. — While  tfie  symptoms  vary  considerably  a& 
the  result  of  the  variation  in  the  predisposing  causes,  the  actual 
attack  is  sudden,  with  a  marked  sensation  of  dryness  and  con- 
siderable pain  and  soreness  about  the  pharynx,  which  is  aggra- 
vated during  phonalion  and  deglutition.  The  inflammation  is 
usually  extensive,  involving  the  posterior  pharyngeal  wall,  the 
uvula,  soft  palate,  and  pillars  of  llic  fauces.  These  become  mark- 
edly congested,  and  in  severe  cases  the  stasis  is  sufficient  to  evoke 
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idcma  of  the  uvula  and  soft  palalc.  The  continued  inflammatimi 
and  swelling  of  the  posterior  jiharyiiKcal  wall  give  rise  !.<>  a  sensa- 
tion similar  to  that  of  a  foreign  body,  and  the  patient  attempts  to 
relieve  the  dryness  by  frequent  swallowinn-  There  i^  rarely  a 
distinct  chill,  although  chilly  scnsaLiotis  may  be  complained  of. 
There  is  some  rise  of  temperature,  varying  from  \Kt°  to  lOS*".  Pain 
is  usually  complained  of  and  is  more  severe  in  patients  who  arc 
victims  of  the  ffi'Uly  or  rheumatic  diathesis.  In  severe  cases  there 
is  considerable  diBictilly  in  swallowing  and  a  consequent  disincli- 
nation to  partake  of  solid  food.  Cough  is  usually  present,  but  it  is 
usually  referable  to  the  accompanying  laryngitis.  When  edema  is 
present  the  symptoms  are  sufficiently  annoying  to  disturb  5lee^ 
There  is  but  little  secretion  at  tirst,  but  after  exudation  begins  it 
becomes  profuse,  being  at  tirst  .serous,  but  gradually  becoming 
mucopurulent.  There  is  considerable  interference  with  the  timbre 
of  the  voice. 

Diagnosis. — \  isual  inspection  alone  cannot  always  be  relied 
upon  to  ditTerentiate  between  simple  acute  pharyngitis  and  the 
piiaryngcal  tnllatnmations  which  accompany  the  exanihemata  or 
epidemic  infections  like  la  'jrif>pc.  \  positive  diagno<iis  should  not 
be  made  unril  sufficient  time  has  elapsed  to  make  sure  that  one  of  the 
acute  infectious  diseases  may  not  l)e  the  primary  cause.  There  is 
always  the  p<issil)ility  that  llie  acute  inflammation  is  the  forerunner 
of  a  syphilitic  pharyngitis.  (Ordinarily,  however,  the  hiiiory, 
examination  and  acctjnip.inyinG  na^^al  and  pharyngeal  inOanimalory 
process  arc  sufficient  to  render  a  diagnosis  comparatively  easy. 

Prognosia. — The  progno.sis  is  giKid,  complications  are  rare,  and 
recovery  takes  place  in  from  two  lo  ten  days. 

Treatment. — In  the  matter  of  treatment  each  eas<  must  \tt  i 
law  unio  itself,  on  account  of  the  variety  of  caui^es. 

The  rc<|uircnients  of  local  treatment  are  first  that  the  mucoti.t 
surfaces  shnnld  be  thoroughly  cleansed  and  all  tenacious  mucui 
removed.  This  is  best  accomplished  by  means  of  alkaline  sprays, 
which  both  soften  an<l  detach  the  secrctiun.  Tliis  .-■hould  be  fol- 
lowed by  an  oily  ntedicat(.-<l  spray  like  the  O.  H.  Douglass  furnmla 
of  lienzotnol  (see  i>agc  4%).  During  the  acute  stage  no  stimulating 
applications  should  be  made  to  the  mucous  surfaces,  but  soothing 
remedies  onlv  arc  indicated,  lodin  compounds,  strong  solutions  I'i 
nitrate  of  silver,  ichlhyol.  tantiin,  etc.,  are  con  train  tlicated  during 
this  Plage,  but  as  scHin  as  the  acute  inflammatory  process  cipnimencc* 
to  subside,  mildly  stimulating  applications  may  Iw  employed  with 
benefit.  As  a  rule,  all  preparations  of  this  kind  arc  too  severe  ind 
arc  employed  in  sohitions  too  Mmng.  Sprays  arc  preferable  to 
gargles,  but  direct  application  by  means  of  the  cottcm-tipped  appli- 
cator is  an  eflTcciive  method  of  cmpIoying^  these  remedies.  It  is 
difficult  for  the  majority  of  persons,  especially  children,  to  employ 
gargles  thoroughly  and  intelllgendy,  inasmuch  as  the  ji'  --al 

muscles  arc  contracted  rather  than  relaxed  and  the  r<i  ,  -c* 

not  come  into  conlart  with  all  the  surfaces.  The  pain  and  iirita- 
tion  may  be  considerably  alleviated  by  the  use  of  some  soothing 
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remedy  in  the  form  of  tablets  or  Inzcngcs.  whii-fi  may  he  allowed 
to  dissolve  slowly  in  the  iiumih.  and  which  arc  compuscd  of  small 
qtiaiiiities  uf  nienlhol,  cam[ihor,  and  codeine.  A  lozenge  composed 
of: — 

B  Mciiihwl , gr.  Vm. 

01.  eucalyptus in  j, 

IS  effective  in  relieving  pain  and  irritation.  Ainnni^  thu*  milder 
astringent  applications  arc  the  sc-callcd  Mandl's  solution  (sec 
pa^'C  ciH),  a  i5  per  cent,  solution  of  arg>To!,  or  a  spray  containing 
10  grains  of  tannic  add  to  the  ounce.  A  iiscful  astringent  gargle 
is  one  composed  of: — 

Q  Pg4auii  chloratis   .<>.,..,. Ft*. ..r....,....h><>< er.  xxx. 

Fcrri  chloridi Sij. 

Glyccrini 3iv. 

Aqux  ; q.  s.  ad  8iv. 

M.    Si;. :  One  dram  In  w.il fr  as  a  pirgle  every  two  hours. 

When  swabhing  or  spraying  the  pharynx,  the  tongue  should  he 
well  depressed  and  the  patient  instructed  to  uiicr  sounds  like  a  or 
ail,  in  order  Id  expose  Ihe  posterior  pharyngeal  wall  to  free  view. 

Cold-water  compresses  or  coils  about  the  neck,  especially  at 
night,  ])rovc  grateful  to  many  patients,  and  seem  to  diminish  the 
tendency  lo  pain  and  swelling.  Compresses  should  not  be  employed 
except  during  the  early  acute  stage. 

Internal  Treatment. — A  great  variety  of  internal  niedicaitons 
have  been  recommended.  Their  employment,  however,  should  be 
based  upon  the  constitutional  conditions  which  arc  present  in  the 
individual  case.  As  a  rule,  a  cathartic  when  administered  at  the 
crmimcnccmcnt  of  the  attack  lessens  its  severity  iind  shortens  its 
duration.  Experience  has  shown  that  calomel  pruduces  the  best 
results.  For  an  adult  the  dose  should  be  5  or  6  J'4-grain  calomel 
tablets,  adminisicrcil  at  intervals  r>f  about  one  hour,  preferably  dur- 
ing the  evening,  and  followed  hv  a  liberal  draught  of  a  saline  early 
in  the  morning.  In  young  chilftren  from  5  to  10  '^^,,-grain  calomel 
tablets,  according  to  age.  sliould  be  given.  If  for  any  reason  calomel 
is  contraindicated.  other  forms  of  cathartics  may  he  employed.  The 
rlicumaiic  patient  should  be  given  salol  or  salicylate  of  soda.  10 
grains,  every  three  or  four  hours,  until  the  symptoms  disappear. 
These  remedies  may  be  combined  with  plicnacctin.  5  grains  every 
four  hours  in  cases  (tf  unusual  pain.  Large  doses  of  bicarbLinalc  of 
sotla.  10  lo  20  grains  in  '^  glassful  of  water,  every  two  hours  dur- 
ing the  day.  or  until  the  urine  shows  an  alkahne  reaction,  will 
be  found  of  great  benefit.  The  so-called  uric  acid  diathesis,  in 
which  the  urinary  secretions  show  an  excess  of  acid,  is  also  benefited 
by  this  procedure,  r.odily  resistance  is  aided  by  the  administration 
of  quinine  during  the  early  stages.  The  ilryness  of  the  membranes 
of  the  pharynx  complained  of  during  the  early  stages  requires  the 
administration  of  some  form  of  drug  to  stimulate  the  secretions. 
Aconite,  in  minim  doses  three  or  four  times  an  hour,  has  this  cfTectf 
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but  should  he  discontinued  a*  soon  as  the  result  is  obtained.     The' 
treatment  of  cold?  is  described  more  fuUy  in  Chapter  XXXUl. 


2.  Simple  Acute  (Catarrhal)  Tonsillitis. 

Definition. — The  catarrhal    form   of  tonsillar   inflammation    is 
rarely  an  independent  disease,  but  is  a  part  of  a  general  acute  indam* 
mation  of  the  upper  respiratory  tract,  in  which  Uie  lonsil  is  the| 
primary  seat  uE  the  onslaught. 

Etiology,— This  condition  i^  nuirc  comraonty  observed  among 
children,  probably  on  account  of  the  tendency  to  an  increase  in  the 
lymphoid  structures  at  this  period  of  life.    It  usually  develops  a*  a,] 
result  of  exposure  to  cold  or  dampness;  oecasiunally.  however,  it  isj 
due  to  mechanical  irritation  from  the  inhalation  of  irritating  vapors 
or  fumc^. 

Symptoms. — The  sym[itanis  arc  similar  to  those  observed  in 
attacks  of  catarrhal  inflammation  of  the  upper  air  passages  in  ordi- 
nary cold  in  the  luud.  The  burnitii;  and  painful  hcnsaticm  during 
deglutition  is  similar  tn  that  of  acute  pliaryn^ilis,  with  additional 
stiffness  and  fullness  about  the  mnsils.  The  mucous  membrane 
coverings  ihc  lonsil  appears  lurj^csctnt  and  swollen,  and  there  is 
considerable  serous  exudate.  In  severe  cases  the  pain  radiates 
toward  the  ear  and  is  iifien  mistaken  fur  olalgia.  A  rise  in  tem- 
perature from  100"  to  103°  is  noted,  especially  in  children.  The 
alteration  in  voice  and  other  symptoms,  such  as  sneezing  and 
coughing,  result  from  the  more  general  inflammatory  process. 

Diagnosis. — The  absence  of  deposits  in  the  tonsillar  crypts, 
the  super6cia1  nature  of  the  inflammaiion  and  its  assfjciaiion  with  a 
cold  arc  sufficient  to  point  to  its  acute  catarrhal  character. 

Treatment. — In  addition  to  the  treatment  for  acute  ][>haryngilis, 
described  in  the  previous  paragraph,  the  intlamed  tonsil  should  be ' 
treated  as  follows:  Painting  tlic  acutely  inflamed  lonsil  with  a 
solution  of  nitrate  of  silver.  20  to  40  grains  to  the  ounce,  often 
aborts  the  attack  or  else  limits  its  duration.  The  animoniatcd 
tincture  of  guaiac,  recommended  by  Sajous,  a  tea>po(>nftlI  lo  a 
cup  of  cold  milk,  stirred  well,  nf  which  mixture  a  ninuihful  is  used 
as  a  gargle  every  ten  or  rifteen  minutes,  will  often  shorten  the 
attack.  The  author  believes  that  a  tonsillitis  is  many  times  the  local 
manifestation  of  some  systemic  intoxication  or  diathesis  (the  uric  | 
acid,  gouty  or  rheumatic^  and  in  these  conditions  the  api>ropriatc 
constitutional  treatment  should  be  added  to  the  local  applicationi^ 

n.   ACUTE  INFECTIOUS  INFLAMMATIONS.  I 

The  phar^'nx,  tonsils,  larynx  and  the  glandular  structures  o( 
the  neck  arc  subject  lo  local  infections  of  an  inflammatorj'  charac- 
ter, in  which  a  systemic  involvement  u-tually  accompanies  the  local 
condition.  While  there  is  considerable  vari.ition  in  the  clinical 
manifestations  of  these  affections,  the  etiob^gical  factors  are  the 
same,  the  variations  being  due  to  the  virulence  o(  the  primary 
infection  and  the  hxation  of  the  disease. 
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1.  Acute  Infectious  Pharyngitis. 

Tlicre  arc  iwu  chief  varieties  of  acute  infectious  pharyngitis, 
\h.:  (a)  acute  parencliymatous  pharyngitis-  (b)  acute  mcmbranuus 
pharyngitis. 

({I I  Acute  Parenchymatous  Pharyngitis.  Dcfinitto'n. — The  in- 
fectious fnrm  of  pliaryriKitis  is  an  .icult-  intJammation  of  bacterial 
origin  which  invade*  iho  tissues  of  ihe  pharynx.  A  variety  of 
clinical  manifestations  has  been  «Icscribc<I  as  septic  pharyngitis.  In 
its  simplest  fonii  it  is  cliaracterized  by  severe  superficial  inflain- 
malion  of  the  pharyngeal  mucosa  similar  to  that  uf  simple  acute 
pharyngitis,  but  in  the  severe  forms  it  attacks  the  submucous  tissues 
anil  asAtiines  the  fnriTi  of  erysipelas,  phlegmon  or  gangrene.  It  often 
occurs  superlicially  in  connection  with  infectious  lon.-sjtlitis. 

Etiology.—  Ilacterial  invasion  through  the  mucous  membrane 
is  the  exciting  cause,  and  the  streptococcus  is  tlie  usual  organism 
found.  Among  the  many  predisposing  causes  are:  grave  systemic 
diseases,  especially  diabetes.  Brighl's  disease,  infectious  fevers; 
exhaustion,  chronic  alcoholism,  exposure  to  cold,  traumatism,  etc., 
while  simple  ulrerattons  or  abrasions  of  ihc  moutli  nr  pharynx  arc 
contributing  causes. 

Pathology. — The  pathological  changes  di-pend  upon  the  viru- 
lence of  the  pathogenic  organism  and  the  general  condition  of  tiie 
individual  at  the  time  of  invasion.  In  tlic  milder  cases  rapid  and 
intense  inTillrati^in  of  the  tissues  uf  the  pharynx  occurs.  The  mu- 
cous nienil>rane  becomes  tense,  glistening  and  nf  a  dark-red  hue. 
The  tonsils  and  uvula  rapidly  become  inflamed  and  edema  of  the 
latter  is  common.  The  general  appearance  of  the  pharynx  is 
that  of  erysipelas.  Exudation  is  scant  in  the  early  stages ;  later, 
however,  a  serous  exudate  flows  both  from  the  pharyngeal  mucosa 
and  the  lacunx  of  the  tonsils.  In  the  severe  types  the  tissues  of 
the  pharynx  or  the  uvula  may  become  necrotic  and  occasionally 
gangrenous.  There  is  a  marked  tendency  for  the  disease  to  spread, 
either  downward  to  the  larynx  or  to  the  lymphatic  glands  about  the 
neck. 

Symptoms.  —  The  general  svmplnms  are  those  common  to 
sepsis:  remitting  temperature,  chills  and  general  malaise.  There 
is  a  sudden  onslaught  of  intense  pain  in  the  throat.  As  the  swell- 
ing increases,  a  sensation  of  fullness,  dysphagia  and  voice  changes 
rapidly  ensue,  H  sloiiglting  or  gangrene  is  present  the  breath  becomes 
extremely  fetid,  and.  in  grave  cases,  delirium  and  coma  occur.  When- 
ever the  disease  spreads  tn  the  glands  of  the  neck,  local  symptoms — 
swelling,  pain,  and  abscess — occur. 

There  is  an  acute  throat  infection  involving  either  the  pharynx 
or  tonsils,  entirely  due  to  streptococci,  which  is  undoubtedly  a 
streptococcemia  and  is  not  usually  mentioned  in  text-books.  The 
author  has  observed  two  cases  in  children,  eight  ami  ten  years  old, 
respectively. 

Locally,  the  pharynx  and  tonsillar  region  were  reddened.  The 
patient  complained  of  some  pain  on  swallowing,  had   headache, 
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malabe,  chills  and  a  rts€  of  one  to  four  degrees  of  tempera ttJi^T 
Vomiting  and  diarrhea  [wrsisted  on  and  off  for  three  days.  The 
tein|>erauirc  was  typhoid  in  character,  remitting;  ilie  pulse  wa-v 
weak,  at  times  irregular,  and  tncrcast-d  wiih  each  rise  in  temperature. 
Prostration  was  pronounced.  Both  developed  a  septic  endocarditis, 
which  cleared  up  and  left  no  permanent  cardiac  damage.  A  slight 
albuminuria  persisted  fur  eight  days.  Under  mild  antiseptic  alka- 
line gargle  (sodium  chlorid  and  borate)  the  inllaramalion  of  ihci 
throat  cleared  iip  in  a  few  days,  but  the  general  systemic  condition 
yielded  only  after  three  weeks,  and  both  made  a  good  recovery. 

They  were  Ireate^l  with  gnaiacol  carlwnalc,  5  grains  every  four' 
hours,  and  iimnctiuns  of   unguenlum  Crede,  20  grains   rubbed   into 
the  skin  for  ten  minutes  three  *.imcs  a  day.    The  recumbent  pusitioti, 
sponge  baths,  good  nursing  and  restricted  dietary  were  resorted  to. 

Diagnosis. — While  the  disease  is  comparatively  rare,  the  locati 
manifestations  are  usually  sufficient  to  establish  a  diagnusis.  retro-j 
pharyngeal  abscess  of  the  region   being   the  only  affection   with 
which  it  may  be  confounded. 

Prognosis. — When  severe  the  disease  places  the  patient's  life 
in  danger,  and  a  fatal  issue  may  result  from  the  overwhelming 
effects  III  the  .septic  poisoning  on  either  the  heart  or  kidneys,  or 
from  pharyngeal  edema. 

Treatment. — .\t  the  outset  free  calomel  purgation  is  essentiaL 
A  bacteriological  examination  of  the  i^ecrctiuns  hIkjuM  be  made  in 
order  to  determine  the  nature  of  the  infecting  organisms.  Quinine 
in  S-grain  doses  three  times  daily  during  the  lirst  two  or  three  days 
and  large  doses  of  perchlorid  of  iron,  20  to  JO  minims  every  four 
hours,  are  recommended.  The  aniistrcptococcic  scrum  has  l>ccn 
recommended,  and  Dr.  Santi  reports  three  recoveries  where  he 
employed  this  remedy  in  doses  of  from  10  to  20  c,c.  During  the 
early  stages  some  benefit  may  he  obraincd  from  the  use  of  applica- 
tions or  gargles  containing  formaldehyd.  Unforttinately.  formal- 
dehyd.  unless  largely  diluted,  causes  i>ain,  but  is  better  borne  alraut 
the  throat  than  m  either  the  nose  or  larynx.  The  inhalatitm  of 
vapors  of  benzoin  or  creosote  are  soothing.  The  pain  amending 
swallowing  is  relieved  by  spraying  the  pharj'nx  with  a  2  i>cr  cent. 
solution  of  cocaine  ten  minuteii  before  eating.  Sloughs  and  gan- 
grenous masses  should  be  removed  and  the  surfaces  cleansed  by 
applications  of  alkaline  solutions  or  pcru^tid  of  hydrogen.  Bearing 
in  mind  the  septic  nature  of  the  afTection,  every  effort  should  be 
made  to  conserve  the  patient's  strength.  Raw  eggs,  milk  and  strong 
broths  are  indicated.  When  swallowing  becomes  diHicult,  nutritive 
enemata  may  be  employed.  Stimulants  in  the  form  uf  tiirychnia  or 
alcohol  are  recommended  whenever  the  pulse  becomes  ueak.  The 
kidneys  should  be  carefully  guarded  ihroiighout  the  illness. 

(b)  Acute  Membranous  Pharyngitis. — The  etiology.  pathologY 
and  treatment  uf  membranou>  jiharyngitis  is  similar  to  that  of 
membranmis  tonsillitis  and  membranous  laryngitis,  to  which  the 
reader  is  referred. 
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Fig.  456.— Carmine  graimtr*  [inwiiiK  tht  cpilliclintti  nf  the  ton*!!  from 
withutil,  ba<:tcria  rcmaiciiny  on  the  surface.  {Jonathan  H'rij/iit,  willi  ijrr- 
miesion.) 
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2.  Acute  Infectious  Tonsillitis. 

Comments  upon  the  Function  of  the  Tonsil. — Wright^  (in  sev- 
eral publications)  gives  his  views  concerning  the  function  of  the 
tonsil  and  asserts  that  we  are  unable  to  describe  the  function  or 
physiology  of  the  tonsil  as  these  terms  are  ordinarily  used,  but 
rather  to  speak  of  the  tonsil  in  its  relation  to  the  process  of 
immunity  and  infections.  His  reasoning  is  based  upon  deductions 
drawn  from  his  own  experimental  studies  in  the  domain  of  pathol- 
ogy compared  with  similar  phenomena  in  the  realm  of  biology 
and  physics.  He  contends  that  the  selective  action  of  the  epithe- 
lium of  the  tonsil  upon  dust  and  bacteria  (Fig.  456),  whereby  the 
latter  at  times  is  prevented  from  passing  and  at  others  is  allowed 
to  pass  freely  into  the  lymph  channels,  is  not  fully  explainable  from 
the  laws  of  immunity,  but  rather  that  we  are  dealing  with  living 
matter  which  obeys  the  laws  of  heredity  and  of  evolution,  and  that 
adaptation  by  natural  selection  is  the  only  explanation  why  the 
protoplasm  of  the  epithelial  cells  of  the  tonsillar  crypts  acts  in  the 
way  it  does. 

Clinically,  it  has  long  been  known  that  infectious  germs, 
especially  streptococci,  are  commonly  found  in  the  tonsillar  crypts 
of  healthy  individuals,  and  that  autoinfection  is  probably  essential 
in  order  to  induce  follicular  tonsillitis.  Wright  believes  that  asso- 
ciated with  the  autoinvasion  there  is  the  antecedent  etiological 
factor  of  a  molecular  disturbance  of  the  sympathetic,  induced  by 
exposure,  fatigue  and  various  functional  and  systemic  disorders 
and  diseases;  and  further  that  there  is  a  wide  difference  in  the 
surface  tension,  depending  upon  the  physicochemical  state  of  the 
fluids  in  which  the  epithelial  cells  are  bathed.  He  concludes  that, 
with  our  present  knowledge,  it  is  not  accurate  or  proper  to  con- 
sider or  discuss  the  physiology  or  the  function  of  the  tonsil.  He 
adds  the  significant  comment  that  it  is  a  highly  interesting  sequence 
of  events  which  takes  place  between  ttie  time  the  germ  floats 
on  food  or  in  the  air  into  the  tonsillar  crypts  and  the  time  it 
reaches  the  deep  lymphatics  which  drain  the  tonsil.  He  regards  it 
as  a  biological  process  of  a  physicochemical  nature,  affecting  the 
surface  tension  of  the  colloids  of  which  the  cells  and  bacteria  are 
composed. 

The  Tonsils  as  Portals  of  Infections. — Stohr  and  others  have 
defined  the  peculiar  arrangement  of  the  epithelial  lining  of  the 
tonsillar  crypts  wherein  dehiscences  exist  which  are  believed  to 
permit  the  entrance  of  micro-organisms  and  foreign  bodies  into  the 
subepithelial  strata.  Goodale.  Kayser,  Wood  and  others  have 
demonstrated  that  foreign  bodies  and  bacteria  actually  do  pass 
through  the  epithelium  of  the  tonsil. 

Strassmann  examined  the  tonsils  from  21  cases  of  tuberculous 
cadavers  and  found  tuberculous  tonsils  in  13.  Wright  and  Walsham 
found  no  tuberculous  ptocess  in  a  series  of  removed  tonsils,  but 
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this  fact  does  not  preclude  the  possibility  that  they  may  be  avenues 
of  infection. 

Primary  tuberculosis  of  the  tonsils  is  believed  to  be  compara- 
tively rare.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  probable  that  in  many  cases 
the  secondary  invasion  of  the  tonsil  is  never  recognized,  especially 
when  it  appears  as  a  late  manifestation. 

Williams  contends  that  even  "primary  tuberculosis  of  the  tonsil 
is  less  rare  than  is  generally  believed,  and  the  failure  of  the  fauctal 
tonsils  to  arrest  the  development  of  the  bacilli  results  in  tuber- 
culosis of  the  cervical  glands  so  commonly  observed  in  weakly 
children." 

Concerning  tlic  "difTerence  in  the  bcliavior  of  du.f^t  from  that 
of  bacteria  in  the  tonsillar  crypts,"  Wriglit-  experimented  with 
carmine  powder  dusted  upon  the  tonsils  after  the  manner  followed 
by  Gondale  and  others  (Fig.  456)  and  states  that  "tlicre  is  a  striking 
differentiation  in  the  behavior  of  carmine  granules  as  distinguished 
from  those  of  bacteria,  both  on  the  surface  and  in  the  crypts."  In 
the  specimen  from  which  the  illustration  was  made  but  ten  minutes 
elapsed  between  the  dusting  on  of  the  carmine  and  the  extirpation 
of  the  tonsil  and  still  the  carmine  had  penetrated  through  the 
epithelium  and  the  bacteria  remained  upon  tlie  surface.  Further- 
more, it  is  apparent,  as  sliown  by  \\'right,  that  in  passing  the 
epithelium  into  the  deeper  spaces,  tiie  carmine  granules  did  not 
carry  any  of  the  surface  t)acteria  with  them.  "This  is  in  direct 
accord  with  the  idea  that,  at  the  surface  exists  adaptative  responses 
requisite  to  meet  those  exigencies  of  habitual  environment  which 
do  not  exist  more  deeply,  and  that  if  is  not  so  much  the  character 
of  the  tissue  as  its  situation  which  counts  in  the  function  of  resist- 
ance to  infection,  nnr  docs  so  much  depend  upon  the  violence  of  the 
initial  insult  tn  the  tissues  as  upon  its  depth." 

A  different  scries  of  results  followed  traumatism  (curetment 
fif  the  crypts,  puncture  of  the  tonsils,  etc.).  for  bacteria  entered  the 
deeper  spaces  to  a  limited  extent,  through  the  wounded  surfaces. 
In  this  conncctii^n  lie  I  W'ritrlit )  states  thai:  'in  several  cases  the 
patient,  liavini^  an  enlarged  tonsil  on  each  side,  was  subjected  to 
the  curetment  of  the  crypts  of  one  tonsil,  leaving  the  other 
untouched.  Sufficient  force  was  used  only  to  insure  the  removal 
of  at  least  some  of  the  epithelium.  .\t  the  end  of  two  days  to 
one  week,  both  tonsils  were  removed  by  tlic  guillotine  at  one  sitting. 
Hardened,  blocked  and  stained  in  various  ways,  it  was  noticed  that 
both  tlic  amoniu  of  dust  and  tlic  number  of  bacteria  were  verii' 
largely  increased  witliin  the  crypts  of  the  previously  curetted 
tonsil,  and,  to  soinc  extent,  in  tliosc  nf  the  other  side  there  were 
more  bacteria  and  dust  than  usual.  The  histological  evidence  ol 
inflaniiiialion  was  very  marked  in  t!ic  one  and  present  in  the  other 
tonsil.  Many  large  roiitul  cells  (Ivnii)hncytcs?")  were  seen  alonjr 
the  injured  surfaces.  The  dust  seemed  to  be  passing  in  increased 
aniounts.  but  bacteria,  even  at  surfaces  denuded  of  epithelium,  had 

"  N'pw  York  Medical  Jniirnal,  January  fi,  1906. 


ACUTE  INFLAMMATORY  DISEASES. 


703 


penetrated  only  a  very  small  distance.  In  unc  or  two  cases  lung, 
deep  incisions  were  made  throujjh  the  substance  of  tlie  tonsil.  Sub- 
sequently ampiitaicd.  on  one  of  them  small  cocci  colonics  were  seen 
growing  at  the  edge  of  the  cut  surface.  'J'his  was  also  observed 
once  in  the  more  numerous  scraped  tonsils.  In  one  case  small 
bacilli  colonies  were  seen  growing  on  the  cm  surface.  These 
evidences  of  proliferation,  liowevcr.  were  very  small  in  extent  and 
very  infrequent  in  occurrence.  In  the  scra])ed  lonsils  many  red 
blood-cells  had  heen  efTused  and  still  existed  in  the  tonsillar  crypts. 
Often,  in  such  a  blood-clot.  many  bacteria  would  be  jjrowing,  in 
marked  contrast  to  the  adjacent  tissue,  also  suffused  with  blood- 
cells.  In  studying  the  stroma  of  intiamed  tonsils  1  have  been 
struck  with  the  swollen  condition  of  the  endothelium  of  the  lymph 
channels. 

In  several  cases  one  of  a  pair  oi  tonsils  was  pierced  by  a  sterile 
stylet  of  small  calibre  thrust  in  several  directions.  In  each  of  these 
cases,  in  the  pierced  tonsil,  small  colonics  of  bacteria  were  found 
growing  around  solutions  of  continuity  al  a  distance  from  the 
epithelium.  This  would  seem  to  indicate  that  deep  infection  of  the 
lymphoid  tissue,  even  with  surface  bacteria  carried  in  by  the  stylet 
or  slender  knife,  without  great  disturbance  of  tissue  and  without 
much  resulting  inflammation,  mcet'^  with  less  resistance  tn  growth 
than  near  the  surface,  even  when  the  epithelium  is  partially 
removed." 

Dr.  Wright,  in  a  personal  communication,  summarized  his 
view.<)  as  follows  : — 

"My  experiments  seem  to  furnish  conclusive  evidence  that 
under  normal  conditions  bacteria  do  not  penetrate  the  epithelial 
layer  of  the  tonsil  in  sufficient  numbers  al  least  to  set  up  disease. 
Vet  we  know  from  clinical  experience  that  nerve  shuck  from  frac- 
tures, hemorrhage,  nasal  operations,  uric  acid  { ?),  sudden  cold,  etc., 
produces  sy.-stcmic  change?  whereby  infection  is  more  easy  and 
more  dangerous.  I  believe  that  the  mechanism  causing  surface 
infection  is  a  cliemicophysical  change  sel  up  by  impulses  carried 
along  the  sympathetic  nerves.  This  produces  an  alteration  in  the 
surface  tension  existing  normally  between  the  bacierial  denizen  of 
the  tonsillar  cr\-pl  and  the  epithelium  which  lines  it.  Tiy  virtue  of 
this  change  the  living  pathogenic  agent  enters  the  system.  It  is 
probable  that  the  change  in  surface  tension  does  not  affect  the 
relation  of  the  epithelium  to  dust." 

Acute  infection  of  the  tonsillar  and  peritonsillar  tissue  may  be 
described  under  four  headings,  depending  upon  the  specific  locality 
involved  and  the  clinical  manifestations,  viz..  1,  acute  lacunar 
{cryptic  or  follicular) ;  2.  acute  peritonsillitis  (quinsy) ;  .1,  acute 
ulcerative  tonsillitis,  and.  A,  acute  membranous  tonsillitis. 

Etiology. — While  the  clinical  man-festations  differ  in  the  abovc- 
Bntioned  varieties,  the  same  cliolnfical  factors  arc  more  or  less 
common  tn  all.  The  invariable  exciiiner  cause  is  direct  infection 
with  pathogenic  micro-organisms.  N'o  distinct  type  of  organism  is 
peculiar  to  tonsillar  infections,  although  the  streptococcus  pyogenes 
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is  most  common.  The  severily  o(  the  attacks  and  tlic  Irxalioo  oi 
the  discaiiic  drpcntt  upon  the  patient's  general  cunditi'm,  thi 
vinilcncy  of  the  infctlion,  anti  llie  ctindition  of  the  tmiMllar 
peritonsillar  tissue  at  the  time  of  the  attack.  A  predisposition  t< 
the  di.sea»  exists  in  certain  individuals,  especially  those  who  bavt 
enlarged  tonsils  of  the  clironic  lacunar  variety.  No  one.  howeverj 
is  immune. 

It  is  more  common  between  the  ages  of  four  and  thirty,  botj 
tt  may  occur  at  any  pcrioti  of  life.  Tlie  rheumatic  diatlie^i>  as] 
a  causative  factor  has  l)een  overrated.  The  di:^c3sc  sometime 
attackit  even  normal  tonsils.  General  lymphoid  hyperpla.-<ia  in  aj 
predisposing  cau^c.  Shock,  overwork,  anemia,  nieinal  ansiciy.  con-J 
stitutional  disease,  ami  sojourn  In  vitiated  or  damp  atnu)s{i)iercs,l 
sudden  hodily  exposure,  especially  of  the  feet,  may  so  lower  Ibei 
vitality  as  to  predispose  the  individual  to  this  form  of  tunstllitic] 
infiammation. 

Tonsillar  infection  is  a  common  complication  of  );ripi>c.  It 
more  prevalent  in  the  winter  months  and  often  cnrcurs  in  epidemic^ 
ktrm.  This  results  partially  from  sudden  atmospheric  changes,  but. 
chiefly  fn^m  the  laci  thai  the  dust  becomes  unduly  laden  withJ 
pathog^enic  bacteria  as  a  result  of  epidemics  of  grippe,  scarlet  fcvrrl 
and  other  infectious  diseases.  The  continued  presence  of  bacterial 
in  (ither  portions  of  the  upper  respiratory  tract  prcdisfioses  to  ton* 
sitlar  tnfcflion. 

Pathology,     (a)    Lacunar  Variety. — .As  a  rnle.   this  \-ariety  isj 
bilateral,  one  tonsil  becoming  infected  some  hours  before  the  other, 
and  the  pharyngeal  mucosa  also  is  inllamcd.    i'riniarily  there  is  ai 
marked  engorgement  of  the  blood-vessels  of  the  tonsil  and  intUm- 
matory  exudate  into  both  the  parenchyma  and  the  rry-uts.     Thisj 
accounts  for  the  tonsillar  enlargement.    The  lacunae  rapidly  become] 
completely  hlled   with  a  septic  exudate  composed   of   epithelium, 
leucocytes  and  micro-organisms.     These  masses  are  yellowish  in 
color  and   project   from  the   lacunar  openings.     Occasirmally   the 
lacunar  deposit  rapidly  becomes  mucttpurulenl  and  overflows  the 
whole  surface  of  the  tonsil,  to  which  it  gives  the  appearance  of  a 
false  membrane,  which  is  sometimes  mistaken  f<ir  diphtheria.    After] 
the  lapse  of  twenty-four  to  forty-eight  hours  the  lacunar  secretin 
is  dislodged. 

(h)  Pi-ritonsiilUis, —  In  acute  perilonsillitis  the  infertiim  chieflr 
attacks  the  periionsillar  structures,  in  which  a  violent  septic  inflam- 
mation develops,  whicli  generally  ends  in  abscess  itirmaliun.     The 
afTection  is  usually  unilateral,  and  the  tonsil  generally  partictpatca 
in  llie  inflammatory  process.     As  the  swelling  increases,  the  soft 
palate  and  uvula  become  swollen,  congested,  and  often  edcmatotu^^ 
(Fig.  4S'>).    In  severe  cases  the  swelling  becomes  so  great  a»  tQ^H 
interfere  with  both  swallowing  and  respiration,  and  meanwhile  il^^ 
impetles  the  mobility  u(  the  lower  jaw.    The  inflammatory  pnxrss 
usually  cvcntualcs  in  abscess  formation,  and  the  pus  collects  in  thCj 
supratonsillar  tissue  and  gradually  burrows  forsvard  and  produces' 
tension  upon  the  anterior  pillar  and  the  velum  (Fig.  459).    Spon* 
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IS  mpiurc  may  take  place  at  this  point  or  through  the  supra- 

llar  fi)ssa  or  tlie  posterior  pillar. 

(f )  AfHlc  VUi'ratnc  Tonsiliitis. — Occasionally  ihc  tonsils 
become  the  seat  of  an  acute  ulcerative  process.  While  the  ulcera- 
tions arc  not  deep-seated  or  attended  with  extensive  parcncliy- 
matous  involvement,  they  should  not  be  confounded  willi  mucous 
patches  or  herpes.  It  is  jiroliablc  that  in  the  majority  of  instances 
the  ulcerative  process  is  due  to  Vincent's  bacillus,  which  attacks 
the  tonsil  and  aWvi  rise  tu  nlceralions  in  which  the  peculiar  fusi- 
form bacilli  and  the  spirilla  ot  Vincent,  characteristic  of  this  alTec- 
tion.  are  jirciient  in  llie  pseudomembranous  exudate.  The  ulcers 
vary  in  number,  they  are  oval  and  arc  covered  with  a  slough. 


Fig.  4^. — Tlie  exudate  of  Vincent's  angina  upon  the  lonsiL 
(Arrowsmiih,  with  pcrttiieeion. ) 

((i)  Membranous  Tonsillitis. — The  pathological  changes  arc 
similar  to  those  which  occur  in  membranous  lary-ngitia  (see 
Chapter  \L\' a  I). 

Symptoms. — (o)  Of  Ihe  lacunar  variety:  1.  Short  prodromal 
period  of  malaise,  headache  and  chilliness.  2.  Kise  of  temperature 
to  from  102°  to  105*.  3.  Rapid  pulse.  4.  Usually  bilateral.  5. 
Inflammation  and  swelling  of  tonsils  and  exudate  from  the  mouths 
of  the  crypts,  lasting  for  from  one  to  four  days.  6.  Pain  in  back 
and  tegs.  7.  Pain  in  lonsil,  which  radiates  to  the  ear  8.  Painful 
deglutition.  9.  Coated  tongue.  10.  Fetid  breath.  11.  Albuminuria 
{occasionally^.  Lc^rb'^  reports  four  cases  and  contends  that  acute 
nephritis  is  a  frc(|uent  sequel  of  innsillitis.  and  that  it  is  frequently 
overlooked  in  practice  by  the  majority  of  practitioners. 

B  Journal  of  the  AnMrican  Medical  Association.  Xovcffllxr  12.  1910. 
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(&)  Of  the  peritonsillar  variety;  1.  Onset  sudden.  Chills  and 
moderate  rise  of  temperature.  2.  Usually  unilateral.  3.  Sharp  and 
steadily  increasing  pain  in  region  of  tonsil.  4,  Dysphagia.  5. 
Impaired  mobility  of  the  lower  jaw.  6.  Dribbling  of  saliva.  7. 
Coated  tongue.  8.  Inability  to  swallow  and  impeded  respiration 
during  later  stages.  9.  Rigidity  of  muscles  of  the  neck.  10.  Grad- 
ually increasing  swelling  of  the  peritonsillar  tissues.  11.  Edema  of 
the  uvula.  12.  Abscess  formation.  13.  Physical  exhaustion.  14. 
C>talgia.     15.  Impairment  of  voice. 

(c)   Ulcerative. — (See  \'incent's  angina.) 

((/)   Membranous. —  (See    membranous    pharyngitis    and    laryn- 
^itis.) 

j  (e)   I'inccnt's  Angina:     1.   Membranous   exudate   upon   one  or 

(    both  tonsils,  which  is  easily  removed,  but  generally  returns  (Fig. 

^    457).     2.  Erosions  or  ulcerations  which  extend  to  the  submucous 

tissues.    3.  Involvement  of  tlie  submaxillary  and  cervical  lymphatic 

glands.    4.  Dryness  of  throat.    5.  Headache,  lassitude,  foul  breath 

and  salivation.    6.  The  presence  of  the  typical  fiisffnrm  haci|lns  and 

the  s|>irilla  of  \intcnt.    7.  Inipiiirnient  of  phonation.    8.  Severe  pain. 

^^*'.  Morf^fatc  rise  (if  temperature. 

Diagnosis. — The  diagnosis  of  all  the  forms  of  acute  infectious 
tonsillitis  is  usually  made  without  difficulty,  each  presenting  its 
peculiar  characteristics.  Bacterial  examination  is  necessary  in 
Vincent's  angina,  also  when  diphtheria  is  suspected.  Mucous 
patches  and  syphilitic  gummata  must  be  excluded. 

I'inally,  peritonsillar  abscess  formation  must  be  distinguished 
from  retropharyngeal  abscess.  The  cervical  glands  may  become 
sectindarily  infected. 

Prognosis. —  In  ordinarily  healthy  individuals  the  prognosis  in 
every  variety  is  j^nod,  the  disease  running  its  course  in  from  three 
to  fourteen  days,  proper  treatment  early  instituted  tending  to  curtail 
its  duration.  I'alal  cases  uf  X'incent's  angina  have  been  reported. 
A  case  rt'iKirlcd  by  Held  resulted  in  an  attack  of  acute  purulent 
otitis  media,  meningitis  and  death.  One  of  tlie  larynx  and  trachea 
was  reported  by  H.  \\',  llrucc.  The  patient  died  on  the  sixteenth 
day  of  tlie  disease,  the  sloughing  involving  the  fauces,  pharynx, 
larynx  and  trachea. 

CompUcations. — Among  the  troul)lcsome  and  often  serious 
comphcations  the  following  may  be  mentioned:  Acute  purulent 
otitis  me<lia,  wliich  is  always  of  a  severe  type,  owing  to  the  virulence 
of  the  infection;  mastoiditis,  which  is  not  uncommon;  suffocation 
from  the  sudden  rupture  'if  i)eritonsillar  abscess  wliile  sleeping; 
large  absci-'^scs  in  the  neck  <luc  to  burrowing  downward  of  the  pus; 
septicemic  involvement  of  \eins  and  joints,  and  bacterial  invasion  of 
iJie  submaxillary  and  cervical  lymphatic  glands.  The  majority  of  all 
cases  <ii'  chronic  abscess  of  tlie  tonsil  result  from_  acute  attacks. 
The  popular  theory  that  rheumatism  is  closely  associated  with 
infectious  tonsillitis  is  probably  based  upon  the  fact  that  acute 
arthritis  so  often  occurs  intercurrently  with  this  disease.     Septic 
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aKhritis,  cndocirditis  and  peiicarditis  also  nccur  as  t^equclae  of 
inlluenza,  scarlet  lever,  i-onorrhca  and  other  infectious  diseases. 
The  characteristic  niicri>-«irganisms  of  <iome  of  llicsc  diseases  have 
been  found  in  tlie  joints  and  pericardium,  and  thcbc  di.'-cuvcrie^ 
strongly  tend  to  corroborate  the  theory  advanced  during  recent 
years  that  the  majority  of  all  cases  of  su-called  rheumatism  are  of 
bacterial  origin  and  therefore  septic,  (he  infection  being  conveyed 
by  the  bloud  from  some  primary  focus. 

Treatment.  Prop  It  viae  tic. — \o  one  is  immune  and  those  who 
have  suffered  previous  attacks  of  the  lacunar  or  peritonsillar  variety 
arc  especially  liable  to  recurrence.  Peritonsillar  ahscess  is  an 
annual  or  semiannual  visitation  in  some  individuals.  Kecurrence 
should  lead  to  a  careful  interval  examination  for  predisposing 
causc».  Hyperlrophied  tonsils,  especially  those  with  lacunar 
exudate,  strongly  predispose  to  lacunar  tonsillitis  and  peritonsillar 
abscess,  and  such  tonsils  should  be  remrivcd.  If  chnuiic  nas;il 
accessory  sinusitis  exists  the  disease  should  he  eradicated.  .Any 
serious  infection  about  the  nose  or  mouth  should  receive  attention 
and  all  safeguards  relating  in  the  general  health,  especially,  the 
sanitary  .surroundings,  should  be  employed  in  order  to  prevent  a 
lowered  state  of  vitality. 

General  Treatment. — Rest  in  bed  in  a  well-ventilated  room  of 
moderate  temperature  conserves  the  patient's  resisting  power, 
guards  him  from  the  dovelupment  of  cotiipltcaiions,  and  tends  to 
modify  the  severity  of  the  attack.  Xutritious  fluid  diet  of  milk,  with 
raw  eggs  or  \'icliy.  warni  and  concentrated  beef  broth  or  gruel,  are 
well  borne  and  easily  swallowed  except  in  cases  of  advanced  peri- 
tonsillar abscess,  when  for  a  few  days  almost  all  food  is  refused.  A 
brisk  cathartic  at  the  outset  is  of  great  benefit.  For  this  purpose 
2  to  5  grains  of  caloiiiel  should  be  administered  to  adults,  either  at 
one  dose  or  in  divided  doses  covering  four  to  .six  hours,  to  be 
followed  several  hours  later  by  a  large  dose  of  saline.  Jacobi  was 
the  tirst  to  extol  the  merits  of  perchlorid  nf  iron  administered 
internally  as  a  means  of  controlling  the  severity  of  the  Infectious 
process  in  tonsillitis  and  diphtheria.  Tor  this  purpose  the  remedy 
should  he  administere<l  in  doses  of  from  1  to  5  minims  to  the  tea- 
fipoonful  of  water  every  hour,  and  during  the  more  acute  stage 
every  half  hour.  The  local  action  of  the  iron  upnn  the  membranes 
is  also  benclicial.  Quitiine.  the  salicylates,  phenacetin  and  aspirin 
are  useful  here  as  in  other  septic  infections.  Sulphate  of  i^uinine.  5 
to  10  grains  twice  a  day,  should  he  given  during  the  first  forty-eight 
hours.  .\s  pain  increases,  aspirin,  in  5-grain  <loscs  three  or  ftxir  times 
a  day,  aff<>r4ls  great  relief  and  reduces  the  temperature.  A  good 
combination  for  the  relief  of  pain  and  fever  is  found  in  a  tablet 
containing  I'/j  grains  each  of  salol  and  phenacciin.  with  1  grain 
of  cafTeinc  citratc.~tO  he  adminisfere<l  ]>er  as  each  hour  imtil 
relief  is  obtained.  The  pressure  pain  of  a  peritonsillar  abscess, 
however,  is  relieved  only  by  opiates.  None  of  these  drugs  need 
interfere  with  llic  regular  doses  of  percldorid  of  iron.  Wliile  relief 
mar  he  obtained  by  the  administration  of  drugs^  it  must  be  remem- 
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bercd  that  in  caws  of  |><>ntonsi)tar  abscess  rhc  disease  steadily 
prygre^isc*  to  at>w,xss  formatinn  (  Kig.  ^.V'f. 

Local  Treatment.  (fl)  Acul^  Lafunar  Tonsiilitis. — Th^^ 
the  e;ir[y  siaf^c  <>i  aciiie  lacunar  toiisjlliiis,  apptieations  nf  nin 
of  silver  in  solutions  of  30  lo  W  j^ains  td  the  ounce  tlireclly  to  the 
surface  of  the  tonsil  are  of  marked  benefit,  and  itfteu  succeed  in 
aburting  the  attack.  The  surgeon  slionld  observe  the  precaution 
to  squeeze  the  surplus  silver  »ulation  from  the  cotton  swab  in  order 
lo  prevent  it  from  dropping  into  the  larynx,  an  accident  which 
induces  alarming  Iar\'nKeal  spasm 

The  doses  of  perchlnrid  of  iron  advised  for  the  general  treat- 
ment also  prtKluce  a  favorable  local  effect  upon  the  mucosa.      I   ■ 
mucous   surfaces   of   the   tonsils   should    be   cleansed    at    fre'iti*  -i 
iniervaU  with  the  alkaline  spra\s  heretofore  advised   for   simple 
acute  i>harynKitis  (sec  Chapter  XLV). 

As  the  disease  subsides  and  the  crypts  become  emnticfi  of 
secretiun,  mild  astringent  applications  should  be  made.  Kur  tlii^ 
purpose,  a  solution  of  arj^^Tol,  25  per  cent.,  or  Icluhyoj,  25  per  cent.. 


Fig.  45S.— Suitable  bistoury  lor  incising  irt-numsuur  abseeMTl. 

in  glycerin,  or  Maiidl's  stilulton  No.  2  (sec  i>agc  5\4)  may  tic  applied 
two  or  three  linics  a  day. 

(b)  ^cutf  Periionsilliiis. — In  a  small  proportion  of  cases  peri- 
tonsillar infection  resolves  without  the  formation  of  abscess,  ihi-- 
result  being  secured  cither  in  response  lo  the  gfeneral  and  local 
measures  heretofore  outlined  or,  mi>re  probably,  for  the  reason  that 
the  infection  is  mild  in  lyp^*  -^II  others  develop  abscess  { Fijj.  4.Wi. 
No  relief  is  obtained  from  the  severe  sufferinjj  until  the  abscess  i» 
evacuated,  either  spontaneously  or  by  inci>ion.  Tlie  local  treat- 
ment advised  for  the  lacunar  t>pe  during  the  early  stages  is  a[)pli 
cable  in  jKrriton.sillitis.  Gargling,  however,  soon  bcci)mri  extremely 
painful  and  should  be  abandoned.  Cracked  ice  slowly  di««olvcd  i 
the  mouth,  or  steam  inhalations  medicated  with  compound  lincturcl 
of  benzoin,  1  dram  to  a  pint  of  boiling  water,  arc  soothing.  Cofuiil 
erable  relief  from  the  painful  deglutition  is  afforded  by  painting  the 
tonsils  and  pharyn.\  w  ilh  a  5  per  cent,  solution  of  cocaine  about  ten 
minutes  previous  tn  eating  or  drinking.  Hovell  has  ■ 
suffRfSted  that  the  pain  of  swallowing'  is  lessened  by  ; 
hands  over  the  cars  and  pushing  the  auricle  upward  dunng  cacti 
attempt  at  swallowing. 

As  soon  as  the  character  of  the  swelling  indicates  the  fr>rmatiMi' 
of  abscess,  relief  slvnild  be  obtained  by  means  of  incision  into  the 
cavity,  a  procedure  which  often  saves  many  weary  hours  of  suffer 
ing,  and  at  the  same  time  prevents  such  complications  as  the  bar 
rowing  of  the  pus  and  the  extension  of  the  infection  to  ihr  sar- 
ronnding  parts.     Preliminary  scarification  of  the  tissties  for  t 
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purpose  of  local  bloodletting  is  of  no  avail,  and  tlic  fresh  cuts  add 
fuel  t»i  the  name  vf  the  burniiijj,  lancinatinj;  pain.  The  cnn-ralitin 
should  be  preceded  by  ilioroitgli  cleaiisin;^  of  the  oral  cavity  and 
an  application  of  a  10  per  cent.  soUuioii  of  cocaine  to  the  point  to 
be  incised.  I'lic  cocaine  should  he  applied  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
prevent  the  swallowing- of  the  drug.  A  long-liandled  histoury  with 
a  short  cutting  surface  (I'ig.  45S)  is  convenient  for  the  operation. 
The  blade  should  he  wound  with  damp  cotton  to  within  I  inch  of 
the  point.  The  mouth  should  be  opened  as  widely  as  possible,  and 
the  tongue  depicsscd.  W'ith  bright  illumination  the  knife  is  then 
introduced  at  tlie  nniHt  prominent  point  ol  ihe  abscess,  which  is 
generally  aboxit  on  a  level  with  the  base  of  the  uvula,  and  about 


Mg.  459. — The  gciicrAl  a|>[ii;arancc  nf  a  pcritonMllar  abscvu,  anil  the 
line  of  incision  for  its  evacuation. 


midway  between  the  uvula  base  and  the  upper  wisdom  tooth  of 
the  affected  side.  The  incision  should  be  carried  from  above 
downward  (I'ig.  459),  but  many  operators  advise  that  it  should 
be  carried  horizontally,  and  from  without  inward  toward  tlic  uvula. 
If  the  cavity  is  thus  reached  a  free  gush  of  pus  will  follow  the 
withdrawal  of  the  knife.  Palling  to  reach  the  pus  sac  with  the 
knife,  a  n\if,  bhml  prnlic  carried  througJi  the  incision  with  consider- 
able pressure  will  often  enter  the  cavity,  which  may  then  be 
enlarged  by  introducing  a  pair  of  slender  artery  clamps,  in  be 
widely  opened  upon  withdrawal.  Some  laryngologists  operate  upon 
these  abscesses  by  plunging  a  closed  forceps,  like  Lister's  sinus 
forceps,  through  the  wall  directly  into  the  cavity,  and  opening  the 
blades  veriicalty  Iiefore  withdrawal.  The  prnceilure.  although 
attended  by  undue  pain,  obviates  the  danger  of  wounding  blood- 
vessels. The  ascending  pharyngeal  artery  is  the  vessel  most  likely 
to  be  injured  during  the  incision.    The  pus  is  usually  offensive. 
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After-treatment. — The  cavity  should  be  thoroughly  syringed 
either  with  a  normal  salt  or  boric  acid  solution,  and  then  gently 
curetted  with  a  small  ring  curet.  Recovery  is  rapid  and  recurrence 
unusual,  although  multiple  abscesses  sometimes  occur.  Whenever 
the  pus  has  burrowed  its  way  downward  along'the  lateral  pharyn- 
geal wall  it  may  become  necessary  to  incise  through  the  posterior 
pillar  or  even  lower  down.  Obviously  the  incision  never  should  be 
through  the  tonsil. 

Bilateral  peritonsillitis  is  not  uncommon,  but  fortunately  one 
abscess  is  usually  well  on  toward  recovery  before  the  other  develops. 
Convalescence  is  hastened  by  tonics,  free  diet  and  change  of  air. 

(c)  Ulcerating. — Cleanse  the  surface  of  the  ulcer  before  making 
applications.  In  case  the  ulcer  is  covered  with  a  slough,  the  latter 
may  be  removed  by  rubbing  with  dilute  peroxid  of  hydrogen  or  by 
the  curet.    After  cleansing,  the  ulcer  should  be  painted  with  nitrate 


Fig,  460. — Extensive  involvement  of  tlii;  pharyngeal  walls  with  Vincent's 
angina.    {Arrowsmilh,  with  permission.) 

of  silver  .'solution,  10  t<>  ()0  grains  to  the  ounce,  or  argyrtil  solution, 
2h  per  cent. 

(rf)    Mcmhraiious  Tonsillitis. —  (Sec  Membranous  Laryngitis.') 

(r)  Vincent's  .Uujina. — Tiiis  disease  is  usually  contagious  and 
has  neither  geographical  nctr  time  limitations.  There  is  nn  Unnirn 
spccitic.  Wliile  tlie  tunsil  seems  to  be  the  favored  site  for  its 
development,  it  may  extend  to  the  walls  of  the  pharynx,  the  larynx 
(  Pig.  4(10 )  and  tlie  buccal  cavity,  llayer  reported  a  case  that  lasic<I 
four  niontlis,  upon  which  local  measures  of  the  most  radical  char- 
acter, including  curetment  and  the  galvanocautery,  produced  no 
ctTect.  X'incent  recommends  applications  of  iodin  to  the  ulcerated 
surfaces.  Others  have  advocated  clilorate  of  potash  in  saturated 
solutions  as  an  application  to  the  ulcers.  The  dry  powder  may  be 
rubbed  in. 

.■\rrowsmith  has  reporte<l  three  cases,  in  one  of  which  the 
disease  extended  over  the  soft  palate  and  epiglottis  (Fig.  461),  and 
in  another  llie  submaxillary  glands  became  intensely  swollen. 

His  treatment  consisted  of  cleansing  the  ulcers  with  enzymol 
followed  by  a  boric  acid  wash  and  a  linal  application  of^a  lOjjer 
cent,  solution  of  trichloracetic  acid,  the  latter  being  gratefully 
borne  and  at  the  same  time  effective  in  terminating  the  disease- 
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fluids  or  foods,  from  excoriation  by  corrosive  poisons,  and  from  in- 
juries rcsiiltin;;  (rctiii  stab  wounds,  |Kiicils,  pi|icstcins.  splinters,  broken 
glass,  fishbones,  and  otber  foreign  l)o<lies.  Il  is  also  liable  to  become 
injured  from  swallowing  rough  or  hard  substances. 

Pathology. — When  caused  by  flaine,  escharoiics,  scalds  or  other 
burns,  rapid  inliltration  of  the  ]>haryiigeal  mucosa  Lakes  place,  the 
membrane  at  first  assuming  a  dark-red  color.  Kdema  when  i>rcsent 
extends  to  the  j;;lollis  and  iniralaryngeal  spaces.  The  mucous  surface* 
later  on  assume  a  grayish  color,  with  a  tcndcnc)*  to  erosion  and  sui>eT- 
ficial  slonuhing.  In  severe  eases  phlogmonous-likc  ulcers  result. 
Ordinary  wounds  of  the  pharyn.x,  providinj^  no  infection  takes  place. 
Ileal  rajjidly  and  leave  no  permanent  injur\'.  If  foreign  bodies  become 
impacted  in  the  soft  tissues,  deep-seated  mflammation,  ulceration  and 
suppuration  may  ensue.  Rctrophar)'ngeaI  abscesses  occasionally  occur 
in  this  manner. 

Symptoms.— The  marked  symptoms  arc  sc^-cre  i>ain  and  sore- 
ness in  the  ptiarjnx,  but  these  are  usually  overbalanced  by  liie  dys- 
phagia and  oflcn  alarming  dyspnea  referable  to  ihc  accominanyinjf 
csopliageal  and  tan-ngcal  inllainination.  Mealing  is  usually  ra[>id  un- 
less the  abrasions  become  infected,  ia  which  event  the  symptoms  are 
similar  to  those  of  peritonsillar  and  retrfipharyngeal  abscess. 

Treatment. — Foreign  bodies  should  be  located  by  means  of  ihe 
probe  or  X-ra)'  and  removed.  The  suturing  of  deep  wounds  fadlilalef 
tieaJiug.  Superficial  bums  or  scalds  re(juirc  soothing  applicaiions.  li 
is  often  nccessar>'  lo  spray  the  surfaces  with  a  soluiion  of  cocaine,  or 
apply  orthoform  in  order  to  control  the  pain.  Cleansing  sprays  or 
gargles  arc  required  to  keep  the  surfaces  clean  and  frt-e  from  secre- 
tions. Inlialation  of  steam,  medicated  i,^  itU  coni|.>ound  tincture  of  ben- 
zoittol,  1  dram  to  tlie  [>int,  relieves  the  tension  and  |Kiin.  If  stottghtng. 
ulceration  or  gangrene  ensue,  it  then  becomes  necessary  to  remove  the 
sloughing  tissue  by  means  of  the  curet  or  scissors.  When  corrosive 
poisons  have  been  taken,  proper  antidotes  are  to  be  employed,  provid- 
mg  too  much  lime  has  not  elapsed.  When  carbolic  aci<l  has  been 
swallowed  its  caustic  effects  may  be  prevented  by  gargling  and  swal- 
lowing pure  alcohol,  providing  it  can  be  ap])licd  within  ten  minutes. 

Alarming  dyspnea  indicates  phar^^1gcal  or  laryngeal  edema  ( Ftg. 
496).  and  rapid  tracheotomy  may  become  im|JCrative.  Tramnalic  ab- 
scesses shoidd  be  promptly  incised  under  strict  asepsis.  WTien  severe 
ulceration  inter\*cnes.  the  period  of  convalescence  is  slow,  often  requir- 
ing watchful  care  during  several  months  to  prevent  adhesions  and 
deformities. 

IV.  TOXIC    PHARYNGITIS. 

The  internal  administration  of  (lriit,'s  m.\v  induce  inflamrnaiMci 
of  the  mucous  membranes  of  the  pharynx  and  mouth.  Certain  in- 
dividuals seem  to  possess  idiosyncrasies  in  this  respect,  and.  in  these. 
the  toxic  symptoms  are  liable  to  develop  from  e\'en  small  (loses.  Mer- 
cury, indid  of  potash,  arsenic,  lead,  antimony,  copper,  zinc,  and  belli- 
donna  are  the  chief  drugs  in  this  caicgon,-.  Mercur.'  absorbed  as  a 
medicinal  agent,  or  in  occupations  where  quicksilver  is  used,  a  peatliar 
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form  of  inflammation,  involving  the  pharynx,  mouth,  tongue  and 
gums.  Calomel,  even  in  small  doses,  has  been  known  to  produce  this 
toxic  effect.  Salivation  and  superficial  ulceration,  witli  dysphagia,  are 
the  chief  symptoms.    The  tongue  is  coated  and  the  breath  foul. 

Treatment. — Cessation  from  contact  with  the  drug  and  the  inter- 
nal administration  of  iodid  of  potash  or  chlorid  of  potassium  are  indi- 
cated, the  mouth  and  throat  meantime  being  frequently  cleansed  with 
dilute  peroxid  of  hydrogen.  Iodid  of  potash,  when  administered  in 
large  doses,  causes  marked  redness  and  often  inflammation  of  the 
mucosa,  a  symptom  which  indicates  the  necessity  for  reduction  of  the 
dose  for  a  few  days.  A  dose  of  sulphate  of  magnesia  will  relieve  the 
congestion. 

The  use  of  drugs  like  belladonna,  iodid  of  potash,  etc.,  should  be 
suspended  as  soon  as  their  physiological  symptoms  appear. 


CHAPTER  XLVI. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  OROPHARYNX. 
(Continued.) 


CHRONIC  INFLAMMATORY  DISEASES. 
I.   CHRONIC  HYPERPLASTIC  PHARYNGITIS. 

In  this  disease  the  inflammatory  process  varies  from  a  chronic 
inflammation  of  the  entire  mucosa  with  swelling  of  the  tissties  to 
a  hyperplasia  which  involves  the  glandular  structures  of  the  mem- 
brane, these  variations  depending  upon  the  severity  or  chronicity 
of  the  disease,  or  upon  the  particular  tissues  involved.  For  con- 
venience of  description  two  general  subdivisions  are  made:  (o) 
simple  chronic  pharyngitis;   (b)  granular  pharyngitis. 

Simple  Chronic  (Hyperplastic)  Pharyngitis. 

This  is  a  chronic  inflammation  of  the  piiaryngeal  mucosa 
resulting  in  hyperplasia.  When  associated  with  impairment  of  the 
elasticity  of  the  pharyngeal  tissues,  the  affection  is  termed  "relaxed 
throat."' 

Etiology. — The  causative  factors  include:  1.  Frequent  attacks 
of  acute  pharyngeal  inflammatinn.  2.  ICrrors  in  digestion  and 
assimilation,  notably  in  gouty  and  rlieumatic  subjects,  especially 
when  accompanied  hy  asthma,  chronic  bronchitis,  cardiac  or  kidney 
disease.  In  this  class  the  clinical  appearance  and  symptoms  are 
always  exaggerated.  3.  Debility,  anemia  and  i)Iethora.  4.  Climate, 
hygiene  and  surroundings  are  often  responsible  for  the  affection, 
as  may  be  observed  in  those  who  reside  in  a  damp  or  changeable 
atmosphere,  or  who  work  or  sleep  in  overcrowded  or  badly  venti- 
lated rooms,  or  who  neglect  needed  intranasal  hygiene.  5.  Intra- 
nasal diseases.  Obstructive  lesions  in  the  nose,  whether  inducing 
I)ostnasai  secretion  or  mouth-breathing,  and  chronic  accessory  sinus- 
itis are  common  etiological  factors,  (^f  the  latter  the  posterior 
ethmoidal  cells  and  splicnoidal  sinuses  more  commonly  induce 
chronic  pharyngitis  because  their  secretions  flow  backward  into 
the  pharynx  and  give  rise  to  hawking.  6.  .Misuse  of  the  voice. 
whether  from  strain,  undue  or  faulty  production  (commonly 
observed  in  public  speakers,  singers,  hucksters,  etc.).  7.  Local 
irritants,  like  dust  ancl  fumes  from  stone-cutting,  tobacco  factories 
and  chemicals  of  various  kinds,  or  the  excessive  indulgence  in 
alcnlinl  and  liibaccn,  tend  to  cause  chronic  hyperplastic  pharvn- 
gitis.  The  latter  act  both  as  local  irritants  and  by  dilating  the 
bloud-vcssels. 
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Pathology. — In  Ihe  early  stages  the  mcmhranes  usually  become 
sj-in metrically  hypertropiiied.  and  of  a  dull  red  hue  due  to  the 
inflammatory  exudate  into  the  luhniucous  tissues.  As  llic  disease 
progresses  there  appears  upun  the  posterior  wall  a  network  of 
blood-vessels.  At  the  same  time  .small  lymphoid  nodules  may 
appear  ujjon  Ihe  posterior  pharyngeal  wall.  The  secretions  are 
altered  and  the  surface  may  be  covered  with  a  film  of  tenacious 
mticus. 

Symptome. — The  chief  symptoms  are  dryness  and  soreness  of 
the  pharynx,  which  arc  more  noticeable  in  the  morning.  The  secre- 
tions gradually  become  less  fluid  and  less  in  quantity.  To  dislodge 
the  tenacious  secretion  requires  almost  constant  hawking  efforts  on 
the  part  of  the  paiicnt.  'I'herc  is  some  loss  of  vocal  resonance,  and 
the  throat  tires  easily.  Singers  feel  this  more  keenly.  Frequently 
there  is  3  sensation  of  a  foreign  body  in  the  throat.  Relaxation  of 
the  uvula,  when  suBicient  to  cause  a  tickling  sensation  at  the  base 
of  the  t')iii,'ue.  gives  rise  to  an  irritating  cuu^jh. 

General  Treatment. — The  preliminary  examination  should  be 
exhaustive  and  should  include  the  intranasal  region,  digestive 
system,  and  a  careful  search  for  any  organic  disease  or  diathesis, 
especially  gout  and  rheumatism.  The  habits,  especially  those 
relating  to  hygiene,  alcohol,  tobacco  and  narcotics,  should  be  inves- 
tigated. I'leciioric  individuals,  if  possible,  should  sojourn  at  some 
watering-place  where  cathartic  and  pure  spring  waters  may  be 
emplovfd.  and  the  diet  regulated  according  to  the  patient's  needs. 
Anemic  persons  arc  greatly  benefited  by  life  in  tlic  o]wn  air,  tonics, 
full  diet,  the  administration  of  iron  and  strychnia,  while  such  seda- 
tives as  valerianate  of  zinc  and  ihe  bromid*  afford  added  relief  in 
neurotic  patients.  Pure  spring  water,  taken  in  liberal  quantities 
between  meals,  is  beneiicial.  Overuse  or  misu.se  of  the  voice 
requires  rest  of  the  vocal  organs,  to  be  followed  by  proper  voice 
training.  U  is  important  to  adopt  all  reasonable  measures  lo 
prevent  colds.  These  measures  have  been  described  in  Chapter 
XX,\II!.  Ill  ytning  children  the  disease  may  be  prevented  by  the 
removal  of  diseased  adenoids  and  tonsiU. 

Local  Treatment. — .\  thorough  daily  cleansing  of  the  mucosa 
of  the  nasophar)'ngcal  tract  with  bland,  alkaline,  non-irritating  solu- 
tions, such  as  normal  salt  solution  or  biborate  of  soda,  preferably 
by  means  of  coarse  sprays,  is  of  much  Iwnefit.  The  spraymg  should 
be  partly  through  the  nostrils,  with  the  head  held  well  backward. 
This  elTectually  soften-*  and  removes  the  retained  secretion.  In 
large  cities  wherein  the  inhabitants  arc  unduly  exposed  to  du^t 
ind  other  irritams,  tin*  daily  cleansing  of  the  pharynx  and  nasal 
cavities  with  bland  solutions  is  a  most  beneficial  measure.  Gargles 
may  be  snbslitutc<I  for  sprays  in  patients  who  are  trained  in  their 
use.  Solutions  containing  glycerin  or  strong  alkalines  are  irritant 
and  should  he  avoided,  inasmuch  as  they  lend  to  drain  the  tis- 
suc.=  nf  needed  fluids.  Astringents  are  sometimes  iisefnl  for  the 
jurpose  of  reducing  the  local  inflammation,  .^pplications  of 
fandl  solution  No.  1   (see  page  514),  argyrol,  25  per  cent.,  nitrate 
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of  silver,  20  grains  to  the  ounce,  or  ichthyol,  25  per  cent.,  may  be 
applied  to  the  surface  daily.  Medicated  oily  spravfi,  preferably 
the  Hnuglass  formula  of  bcnzoinol  (sec  page  4'>fi)  applied  two  or 
three  times  a  day  or  in  the  nig^ht.  if  necessary,  for  the  relief  of  the 
cuu^h.  are  sooihitif;  and  allay  trntalion.  ^'he  oil  spray  should 
follow  the  preliminary  cleansing. 


Chronic  Granular  Pharyngitis. 

Synonyms. — (."ler^ynien's  sore  throat  jchrimii:  follicular  pharyn- 
gitis; chronic  hypertrophic  pharyngitis;  pharyngitis  hyperplasl'ica 
lateralis. 

"I'he  majority  of  iinihnrs  dc^crihe  this  form  of  pharyngeal 
inflammation  under  several  headings,  hut  in  the  opinion  of  the 
author  the  variations  in  the  clinical  manifestations  relate  to  dif- 
ference* in  habit*,  occupation  and  diathe**!*.  For  in^tancc,  the 
granular  or  follicular  variety  is  more  common  among  those  who 
hahitually  use  llic  voice  tn  excess,  or  who  have  previously  shown 
a  tendency  to  lymphoid  hyperplasia;  individuals  who  hihitually 
use  alcohol  and  lohacco  to  excess,  or  who  possess  a  tendency  to 
gout,  rneuniatisin  or  allied  di-^eases.  fnrntsh  a  larger  proportion 
of  the  general  hyperplastic  type-  Anemic  persons  or  those  whose 
occupations  expose  them  to  vitialcil  air,  dust,  fumes,  etc..  are  more 
likely  to  develop  the  simple  inrtammatory  form  with  hut  little 
hyperjilasia  or  other  tissue  changes. 

Etiology. — The  disease  results  chiefly  from  frequent  attacks 
of  acute  pharyngeal  intlanimation.  Long-continued,  improper,  or 
excessive  use  of  the  voice,  especially  in  outdoor  speaking  to  large 
audiences  or  in  badly  ventilated  thcatrc-i  or  public  buildings,  inter- 
feres  both  with  muscular  control  and  with  the  circulation  of  the 
pharyngeal  (issues.  The  result  is  stasis,  whtcli  is  fotluwe<l  by  con- 
gestion and  tnilammaiion.  The  nutrition  of  the  parts  is  thus  inter- 
fered with,  and  if  persisted  in  the  follicles  finally  become  diiea^cd 
and  enlarged  and  the  mucous  membrane  of  ihe  posterior  pharj'n- 
geal  wall  more  or  less  granular.  Tliese  symptoms  are  agcravaied 
by  constitutional  conditions,  particularly  digestive  disiurl>ancc«. 
and  affections  of  the  heart,  liver,  kidney.s  and  lungs.  Kheuniatism 
and  gout  or  overindulgence  in  stimulants  and  narcotics  add  to  the 
severity  of  the  affectjon.  Obstructed  nasal  respiration,  undtic 
exposure  to  dust,  the  irritation  of  gases  or  from  vitiated  air  are 
also  contributive  causes. 

Pathology. — Tlie  pathological  alterations  in  the  mucous  mem- 
brane and  submucosa  vary.  In  the  severer  forms  there  h  at  first 
an  increase  in  the  connective-tissue  elements,  with  corresponding 
thickening.  The  long-c<jutinucd  iniuntesicence  irritates  the  glan- 
dular structures  of  the  mucosa  and  true  lymphoid  enlargement 
results.  The  granular  masses  appear  upon  the  posterior  pturyn- 
geal  wall  and  var>-  in  size  from  a  millet  seed  la  a  bean.  Usn^y 
but  one  or  two  are  present,  but  occasionally  the  posterior  wall  is 
thickly  dotted  with  small  glands  and  with  dilated  v-eins.  which 
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radmt^ovcr  Ihc  intervening^  spaces  (Fig.  462").  Occasionally  the 
lyiiiplioid  masses  arc  observed  only  alonff  the  lateral  wall  (pharyn- 
gitis hypcrplastiira  lateralis),  paralk'l  with  the  posterior  pillar  and 
extending,'  into  the  nasopharynx. 

Symptomatology. — The  chief  symptoms  are  a  sensation  of 
tickling  in  the  ihroat,  cousjh,  alterations  in  the  voice,  and  partial 
loss  of  control  t^f  the  muscles  of  phonation.  The  hurninjj,  tickling 
sensation  in  the  pharynx  is  ]>ersisTcnt;  it  is  much  worse  upon  lying 
dciwn.  and  is  relieved  tcnipoiarily  Iiy  hawking  or  by  coughing.  The 
efforts  to  relieve  the  tickling  sensation  and  to  clear  the  throat  of 
the  accumitlalion  of  thickened  nincns  not  only  produce  hoarseness 
or  loss  of   voice,   hut    irritate   the    inHamcd   pharyngeal    mucosa. 


Fig.  -462. — The  glandular  enlargement  and  diLatcd  veins  whioli  accompany 
chronic  grAntilar  pharyngitis. 


Singers  under  these  circumstances  complain  of  throat  tire,  loss 
of  rtcxibility  and  difficulty  in  placirg  tones.  This  state  is  fre- 
quently accompanied  hy  nerve  exhaustion  and  great  depression. 
Deglutition  is  rarely  painful.  Laryngitis  in  varying  degrees  usually 
accompanies  the  alTecii<»n. 

Diagnosis. — The  diagnosis  is  never  difficult.  The  history  of 
the  case  fmnishe:;  important  data,  while  the  cxaminatinn  reveals 
inllamniation  and  thickening  of  the  mucosa,  upon  the  surface  of 
which  glandular  nodules  are  scattered. 

Prognosis. — If  the  original  cause  of  the  difficulty  can  he  deter- 
mined and  remedied  and  the  hy)>ertrophicd  masses  removed,  a 
favorable  prognosis  may  he  rendered. 

Treatment. — The  instiRalion  of  local  trealment  should  be  ante- 
dated liy  a  thorough  examination  of  the  nose  and  nasopharynx 
and  a  careful  study  nf  the  general  health  of  the  patient.  .Ml  intra- 
nasal deformities  and  diseases  should  be  remedied  and  such  c^era- 
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tive  procedures  instituted  as  the  case  demands.  Attention  should 
be  given  to  any  constitutional  disorders  which  may  be  present. 
Whenever  alcohol  or  tobacco  are  used  to  excess  they  should  be 
interdicted.  ■  For  those  cases  which  have  resulted  from  improper 
use  of  the  voice  intelligent  vocal  training  should  be  sought.  Acute 
exaccrljations  are  greatly  relieved  by  cathartics.  Moderate  doses 
of  calomel  or  cascara  are  favored  for  this  purpose.  Locally  the 
destruction  of  diseased  follicles  is  an  important  measure.  For  this 
purpose  tiic  galvanocautery  electrode  heated  bright  red  is  eflfective. 
When  large  blood-vessels  radiate  across  the  posterior  pharyngeal 
wall  it  is  sometimes  necessary  to  destroy  them  by  means  of  the 
galvanocautery  puncture.  It  is  unwise  to  destroy  large  numbers  of 
follicles  at  a  single  sitting  on  account  of  the  troublesome  reaction 
which  follows.  Tlie  granular  masses  may  be  clipped  off  wit'h  a 
tonsil  punch  (Fig.  477).  Curetmcnt  of  the  entire  posterior  pharyn- 
geal wall,  including  the  enlarged  glands,  is  effective.  For  this 
purpose  Mayer's  pharyngeal  curet  (Fig.  463)  is  a  convenient  instru- 
ment, and  there  is  less  reaction  than  from  the  galvanocautery.  The 
surfaces  should  be  thoroughly  cocainized  previous  to  operative 
attempts  of  any  kind.    During  the  interval  between  these  operations 


Fig.  463. — Mayer's  pharyngeal  ciiret. 

the  pharyngeal  wall  should  be  kept  clean  by  gargling  or  spraying 
with  normal  salt  or  other  alkaline  solution.  Fxcessive  lateral 
hyperplasias  may  also  be  removed  by  means  of  the  cutting  punch 
forceps,  care  being  exercised  to  avoid  wounding  the  posterior  pil- 
lars. I'-irkcr  suggests  tliat  by  introducing  the  point  cold  into  the 
space  between  the  glands  and  the  pillar,  and  forcing  the  mass 
toward  ttie  niediiin  line  before  turning  on  the  current,  then  burning 
througli  latcrall)-.  the  posterior  i)illar  may  l>c  avoided. 

These  operations  arc  fnlldwcd  by  cnnsideratjle  pain  and  sore- 
ness, wliich  last  from  twcnty-lnur  to  forty-eight  hours,  during 
whicli  the  patient  shmild  he  directed  not  to  use  the  voice,  and  for 
the  relief  of  ])ain  and  snreness  plain  hot-water  gargles  and  applica- 
tions of  urtliofonn  should  he  employed.  If  swallowing  is  unduly 
painful  the  pharynx  may  l)e  painted  twenty  minutes  l)efore  meals 
witii  a  4  ]>er  cent,  snlution  of  cocaine. 

.After  ttie  operati\e  procedures  liave  been  completed  and  the 
wounded  surfiu'cs  lieated.  marked  benefit  is  obtained  from  the  daily 
local  application  of  mild  astringent  preparations,  Mandl's  solu- 
tion \o.  2  ( -.fc  page  ,^14).  'Solutions  of  nitrate  of  silver,  gr.  10  to 
30  to  the  ounce,  and  argyrol,  2?  per  rent.,  are  useful  astringents, 
-Xdults  aTul  nider  chil<lren  inav  be  tauglit  to  apply  these  remedies 
to  Itieir  throats,  'I'lie  internal  administration  of  appropriate  reme- 
dies is  of  Service  in  patients  wliosc  pharyngeal  svmptoms  are 
aggra\aled  by  constitutional  disorders.  The  reader  is  referred  to 
Chapter  XXXIII  for  a  descrijition  of  useful  preventive  measures. 
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Definition. — Clironic  atropine  ^iliaryngitis  is  due  to  a  clironic 
inflammatory  process  wliich  results  in  contraction  of  the  mucosa 
and  ohliieraiion  of  many  uf  the  secreting  glands  and  blood-vessels, 
with  consequent  atrtiphy. 

The  disease  occurs  in  two  distinct  forms,  which  arc  termed 
simple  atropine  pharyngitis  and  fetid  pharyngitis. 

Simple  Atrophic  Pharyngitis, 

Synonyms. — Dry  pharj-ngllis;  pharyngitis  sicca. 

Etiology. — .■\s  a  rule,  tins  disease  incurs  in  conjunction  with 
atrophic  rhinitis  and  arises  from  the  same  causes.  Primary  atrophic 
pharyngitis  is  rarely  observed.  Nasal  obstruction  and  empyema 
of  the  accessory  sinuses,  with  or  without  such  lucal  irritants  as  the 
inlialation  of  irritating  fumes  and  l)ad  hygiene,  is  the  primary  cause 
in  the  larger  proportion  of  cases;  all  others  result  from  digestive 
disorders  nr  from  grave  constitutional  affeclions,  such  as  diabetes 
or  cirrhosis  of  the  liver  aiul  kidneys. 

Pathology. — The  chief  pathological  changes  in  the  mucosa  are 
ilie  gradual  obliteration  of  the  glands  and  to  a  less  dc};ree  the 
destruction  of  blood-vessels.  This  interferes  with  the  nutrition  of 
the  parts  and  alters  the  character  of  the  secretions.  There  is  a 
marked  diminuliun  in  the  quantity  secreted,  with  a  tendency  lo 
become  thick  and  tenacious.  In  severe  cases  the  secretion  becomes 
inspis-sau-d  and  adheres  closely  lo  the  surfaces  of  the  mucosa. 

Symptomatology. — The  chief  symptom  is  a  disagreeable  sen- 
sation of  dryness  in  the  back  of  ihc  throat,  accompanied  by  more 
or  less  burning  or  itching.  These  symptoms  often  become  almost 
intolerable,  requiring  strenuous  hawking  in  order  to  remove  the 
thickened  secretion.  The  large  collections  of  secretion  produce 
changes  in  the  voice,  and  hoarseness  is  common.  The  color  of 
the  secretion  varies  from  light  yellow  to  brown  or  even  grayish 
or  greenish  cruets.  The  general  appearance  of  the  membrane  is 
thin,  and  the  breath  is  affected  by  the  odor  from  the  retained 
.•secretion. 

Diagnosis. — The  disease  is  based  upon  the  history  of  the 
case  and  the  symptoms  above  described. 

Prognosis. — The  prt^nosis  depends  largely  upon  the  stage  of 
the  disease.  The  pathological  changes  in  the  mucosa  are  permanent 
and  unalterable,  but  great  relief  is  obtained  from  arrest  of  the 
process  and  l"cal  treatment. 

Treatment. — Whenever  the  disease  is  caused  by  intranasal 
ohstaiction  or  empyema  of  the  accessory  sinuses,  these  diseased 
conditions  and  deformities  should  be  thoroughly  eradicated  by 
operation.  Any  associated  constitutional  disf)rdcrs  should  receive 
appropriate  treatment  and  proper  hygienic  surroundings  should  be 
maintained.  Aside  from  this  the  general  treatment  outlined  for 
chronic  atrophic  rhinitis  (see  Chapter  XXXIVl  and  simple  chronic 
pharyngitis  (above  described)  should  be  employed. 
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Fetid  (Atrophic)  Pharyngitis. 

Etiology. — The  fetid  variety  differs  from  the  simple  in  the 
character  of  tlic  .^lecrctioH,  which  is  thick,  tenacious,  and  extremely 
offensive.  It  invariably  accunipanies  fetid  rhinitis  and  has  the  same 
etiological  factors  and  pathology.  It  occurs  in  the  yaiing — more 
often  in  k'""'^  t'l^"  'i*  hoys — and  i<  always  accompanied  l>v  anemia. 

Symptoms.— The  symptoms  arc  similar  to  those  of  simple 
atrophic  pliaryngitis  with  the  addition  of  fetor  and  a  greater  tend- 
ency of  the  secretions  to  adhere  to  tlie  posterior  wall  nf  the  pharynx. 

Treatment. — The  measures  recommended  for  ilie  simple  variety 
are  appiicahic  here.  The  removal  of  the  crusts  requires  dailv  ireat- 
mcnt  by  tlie  physician  until  the  patient  becomes  expert  in  removing 
tliem,  and  in  the  application  of  proper  local  remedies.  For  a 
description  of  Ilie  general  ami  lf>cal  measures  of  treatment 
reader  is  referred  to  the  treatment  of  fetid  rhinitis  (ChapTer 
XXXIV). 

lU.  CHRONIC  T0NSILLITI8.» 

(a)  Chronic  hyperplastic  tonsillitis. 

(b)  Chronic  lacunar  tonsillilis. 
(r)  Lingual  tonsil  hyperplasia. 
There  are  two  general   variciieft  of  chronic  inilammation  itl 

the   fauctal   tonsils,  viz..  the   hyperplastic  and   the   lacunar.     Th* 
lingual  tonsil  also  is  subject  to  chronic  hyperplasia. 


Chronic  Hyperplastic  TonsilUtia. 
Synonyms.— t_'hronic    hypertrophic    tonsillitis ;    h3rpertrophii 

tiH\Ml%. 

This  is  a  chronic  indammation  of  the  parenchyma  of  the  tonsil! 
resulting  in  hyperplasia.  In  young  cliildreii  the  Hssue  increaite  hi 
largely  lymphoid,  while  in  adult  life  there  is  a  continual  increaie' 
in  the  connective  tissue  stroma. 

Etiology.— It   is  e^^sentially  a  disease  of  childhood,  but   may 
continue  to  adult  life.    It  rarely  commences  in  adult  life  except  asj 
a  result  of  syphilis  or  some  oiher  sperilic  infecti'm.    The  afTeeiioni 
usually  is  associated  with  adenoid'i,  and  the  etiological  factors  are] 
similar  to  those  which  induce  hyperplasia  of  the  lymph-glands  oil 
the  nasopharynx.     The  usual  exciting  causes  are  the  acute  cjean- 
themata  and  otlier  acute  fevers,  grippe,  etc.,  frequent   colds  and 
long-cnntiniicd  inflammations  of  the  upper  respiratory  tract.    There 
is  a   hereditary  tendency  in   many  families   which   prcdispo<ei  to 
Iymplioi<!  Iiypt-rplasia. 

Pathology. — There  i»  a  marked  increase  in  the  lymphoid  itssne 
and  a  gradual  accumulation  of  new  connective-tissue  depiisit  in  the 
tonsillar  stroma.     When  the  connective   tissue  predominates  the 


•The  re.idcr  is  refcm-d  lo  Chapter  XLV  for  Kcncril  rrmarki  upon 
the  function  of  the  [pnsil  and  the  lonsits  as  portals  of  tulociiun. 
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toiisit  bccoiiK's  tilirous  and  Ihcrefore  harder  llian  when  lyniphuid 
liKMic  is  ill  excess.  The  tdiisillar  hyperiila^ia  !^uine times  reaches 
enormous  jiroportions,  causlnj;  them  to  pruject  across  the  phnryn- 
ucal  ipace,  wlicrc  they  lie  in  emitact  when  the  throat  is  in  repose, 
ihe  shape  is  generally  ovoid  (I'ig.  476),  with  marked  variations, 
The  ciilarKtd  tonsil  may  chiefly  project  toward  the  median  line, 
or  an  ear-like  enhir^ement  may  druji  downward  into  the  glosso- 
epiglottic  fossa.  In  other  cases  the  enlargement  is  chiefly  inain 
upward  direction  and  fills  the  supratonsillar  (ossa,  or  the  rounded 
tonsil  may  he  buried  l.'enealh  the  faucial  pillars,  which  are  adherent 
to  its  surface.  The  surface  in  j;p"'-'r*il  '■"*  smooth,  hut  is  usually 
honeyconitH'd  by  ilie  lacunar  openings.  More  or  less  inllammation 
of  the  pharyngeal  mucosa  accompanies  this  affection. 

SymptoitiB. — The  symptoms  arc  so  closely  allied  to  those  pro- 
duced by  adenoids  (see  L.'hapter  XI. Ill)  that  it  is  dilhcult  tc?  dif- 
ferentiate one  from  the  other,  and  in  most  cases  boih  aflfections 
are  present.  The  chief  symptom  is  Interference  with  respiration. 
Mouth-breathing,  resilcsii  sleep  with  snoring  and  nightmare,  open 
mouth  with  a  dull.  cx|>ressiorilcss  countenance,  aprosexia,  etc.,  are 
more  particularly  the  result  of  adenoids,  hut  difficulty  in  ."iwaHiiwing 
and  ohslructed  and  itn]}erfccl  phi^ntititin  and  respiration  may  he  of 
tonsillar  origin.  Children  with  enlarged  tonsils  arc  especially  liable 
to  colds,  which  are  characterized  by  acute  inilammaliun  of  the 
j)harynx  and  tonsils.  During  these  attacks  the  patient  becomes 
more  restless  at  night  and  the  persistent  hacking  cough  prevents 
continuous  sleep.  The  cervical  glands  are  frc<]uenily  enlarged. 
With  each  acute  exacerbation,  especially  when  infectious,  there  is  a 
marked  tendency  to  attacks  of  middle-car  suppuration.  Enlarged 
tonsils  predispose  to  attacks  of  acute  lacunar  tonsillitis,  scarlet 
fever  and  dii>liiheria.  Pain  an<l  discomfort  are  induced  by  the 
traction  which  occurt  upon  the  intlammatory  adhesions  which  unite 
the  body  of  the  tonsil  and  tlic  faucial  pillar*.  As  adolescence 
approaches,  the  tonsils  become  more  fibrous  and  contraction  may 
take  place  and  reduce  Ihe  lymphoid  tissue,  with  a  corresiwnding  de- 
crease in  the  size  of  the  tonsil.  This  termination  is  by  no  means  the 
invariable  rule,  inasmuch  as  the  enlargement  in  many  cases  persists 
through  life. 

Diagnosis. — The  diagnosis  is  never  diffictill  and  is  based  upon 
an  examination  of  the  or(}pharynx.  combined  with  digital  mani])ula- 
tion.  It  is  sometimes  necessary  to  dilTcrentiate  benign  or  malig- 
nant tumors  of  the  tonsil. 

Prognosis. — With  proper  treatment  the  prognosis  is  good. 

Treatment. — During  the  examination  the  size,  shape  and 
density  of  the  tonsils  should  he  noted,  and  the  crypts  probed  in 
order  to  determine  whether  they  contain  pus  or  other  degenerative 
material.  A  curved  probe,  passed  between  the  faucial  pillars  and 
the  tonsils,  will  reveal  adhesions  when  present,  and  no  examination 
should  be  considered  complete  nntil  the  pharyngeal  vault  has  been 
explored  hir  adenoid:*  and  the  base  of  the  tongue  examined  for 
lingual   tonsil   hypertrophy.     The   treatmrnt   of   the   hyperplastic 

4S 


722 


THE  PHARYNX  AND  FAUCES. 


tonsil  is  essentially  surgical  except  in  cases  of  sliglu  cnlargeinent  when 
uncotiiplicaicd  by  lacunar  secrciioii.  [,ocal  ap])lications  have  but  tittle 
effect  iu  reducing  tlie  hypcrtropliy. 

Indications   fok   Removal. — When   associated    with   adenotc 
which  require  rcinovai,  the  tonsil,  even  moderately  enlarged,  shoul 
be  removed  at  the  same  lime.    The  necessity  for  the  removal  of  tl 
diseased  tonsil  is  not  to  be  measured  by  its  size.    Any  visible  enlarp 
mftit  is  an  indication  of  disease.    We  have  heretofore  stated  (Chapw 
XLVI 1  itiai  ilicrc  is  strong  presumptive  evidence  that  the  lonsul  cr>'i 
not  only   harbor  n)icro-organisins.   but    furnish   a   pathway    for   the' 
entrance  of  bacteria  into  the  deeper  tissues.   The  chief  indications  are  :— 

I.  Kecurrenl  attacks  of  acute  tonsillitis.  2.  Faucial  obstructfoi 
S.  Otalgia,  otorrhea  and  deafness.  4.  Impairment  of  voice  and  si>eccJ 
5.  Systemic  infection.  6.  Anemia,  cough,  bronchial  afTection*  ar 
arrest  of  physical  development.    7.  Enlai^d  cervical  glands. 

In  singers  with  enlarged  tonsils  who  have  already  learned  tiicir  an 
(here  is  some  danger  that  the  ofieration  may  alter  the  action  of  the 
pharyngeal  nuisdes  and  thus,  temporarily  at  least,  impair  the  qualit)r_ 
of  the  voice.    This  never  has  happened  in  the  author's  experience,  fc 
in  all  cases  the  voice  has  improved,  both  in  quality  and  resonance,    h 
order  to  avoid  such  complications  pupils  should  undergo  a  thorc 
examination  by  a  competent  rhinologist  before  commencing  the  vomI' 
training,  and  submit  to  such  operations  as  may  be  required  to  render 
the  upper  respiratory*  tract  healthy  and  free  from  abnormalities. 

During  recent  years  the  medical  profession,  and  to  a  large  extent. 
the  laity,  have  come  to  regard  the  tonsil  as  the  chief  portal  of  entry  of 
various  sysiemic  infections.  Especially  has  there  arisen  a  growing  de^ 
mand  for  tJir  removal  of  tonsils  in  adults.  Internists  as  a  rule  reft 
these  patients  for  operation.  This  is  recommended  for  the  relief 
rheumaitism  and  other  systemic  infections  in  the  belief  that  the  f< 
point  is  located  in  the  tonsil.  It  is  mfl  uncommon  for  laymen  to  re- 
quest that  the  tonsils  be  removed.  It  is  a  fact  that  chronic  abscetses- 
and  other  foci  arc  often  present  in  and  around  the  tonsil,  ntakir 
necessar)'  their  removal,  and  with  entire  relief  of  the  secondary  inft 
tions.  but  the  author  here  ventures  a  word  of  caution  against  the  it 
disi'rinitnaic  reinovnl  of  the  tonsil  in  adult  persons  in  cases  wliere  n( 
positive  evidence  of  infeciion  exists.  All  other  possible  causes  shoul 
be  eliminated  before  resorting  to  any  operative  procedure  upon  the' 
tonsil.  Among  these  may  be  mentioned  chronic  middle  car  suppunt' 
tion.  nasal  accessory  sinusitis,  the  teeth,  gall  bladder,  appendicitis  and 
seminal  vesicles. 

Methods  of  Remov.\l. — The  various  operative  procedures  whivh 
have  been  devised   for  removing  the  tonsils  mmy  be  classified  undcTj 
three  general  headings;— 

1.  Complete  removal  (tonsillectomy"!,  including  the  capsule. 
Complete  removal  f tonsillectomy')  without  removing  the  capsule. 
Partial  removal  (tonsillotomy). 

There  are  numerous  variations  in  the  technique,  and  nmncrani' 
instruments  have  been  de^*ised  for  the  various  operative  proccdorrt 
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Cotnplfle  Removal  {Tonsiltcctomy),  Indtidmg  the  Capsule. — Ttus 
o|>eration  may  jusily  Iki  utiiksI  tlit  rditlail  toasii  operation.  Kvgard- 
ing  the  merits  of  complete  eradication,  the  vnM.  niajorit)'  of  Amerlcait 
rhinologists  favor  the  procedure  fur  tlii;  reasun  that,  unless  the  entire 
tonsil  is  rcmovctl.  full  hcnefit  of  the  operation  is  not  secured.  It  is 
known  that,  if  tiic  base  of  ilic  tonsil  is  left  intact,  acute  infections, 
peritonsillar  abscvss  and  e\Tn  recurrence  of 
hyperplasia  arc  likely  to  occur.  The  credit  for 
placing  the  tonsil  operation  upon  a  rational  and 
sclenti5c  basis  by  insisting  upon  the  complete 
removal  of  the  diseased  tissue  is  due  to  Ameri- 
can rhinologists.  and  in  the  author's  opinion 
there  no  longer  exists  any  doubt  as  to  the 
merits  of  these  more  radical,  but  at  the  saine 
time  more  reasonable,  procedures.  There  is 
by  no  means  unanimity  of  opinion  regarding 
Uie  removal  of  the  tonsillar  capsule,  but  the 
majority  of  those  who  favor  the  complete  ojjer- 
aiion  remove  both  the  tonsil  and  the  capsule,  Mylcs  and  others  do 
not  favor  rcnioviiij;  the  capsule,  and  contend  that  its  removal  is  un- 
necessar)'  and  more  liable  to  be  followed  by  wound  infection.  It  is 
true  that  the  reaction  is  more  severe  and  prolonged  when  tlie  capsule 
is  removed,  but  the  publislicd  reports  have  rot  as  yet  shown  serious 
complications  or  secjuelK. 

There  arc  tivo  arguments  which  favor  the  removal  of  the  capsule : 
1.  it  insures  the  total  ablation  of  the  tonsil;  2,  the  operative  technique 
is  greatly  facilitated  thereby. 


Fiff.  464.  —  Points 
for  iii)rclin}i  coaiinc 
to  induce  li>cal  anes- 
thesia of  the  tonsil. 


Fig.  465.— Thomson's  tongrue  deprtssor.  to  be  held  by  an 
assistant  during'  the  tontil  operation. 

Operations  upon  the  tonsil  should  be  performed  in 
a  hospital  if  possible,  especially  when  performed  upon 
young  children  and  under  general  anesthesia.  It  is  even 
safer  for  adults  upon  wluiin  the  operation  is  performed 
under  local  anesthesia  to  remain  in  the  hospital  for 
twenty-fotir  hmirs. 

The  complete  operation  upon  the  tonsil  should  not  be 
considered  a  simple  or  mere  minor  operative  procedure  unattended  by 
danger.  Unfortunately,  llic  older  oi>cration  of  partial  remo\'al  or 
"clipping"  has  cr<'atc<l  in  the  minds  of  the  laity  a  general  impres- 
sion that  the  tonsil  operation  is  insignificant,  and  may  be  safely 
performed  at  any  lime  or  in  any  place. 
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The  reasons  which  favor  the  hospital  as  a  place  for  this  opera- 
tion are  real  and  tangible: — 

1.  Asepsis  is  more  easily. maintained. 

2.  A  well-equipped  operatinK  room  inspires  the  confidence  of 
the  surgeon  and  thereby  favors  his  technique. 

3.  The   facilities   of   the   operating  room   are   helpful   in   con- 
trolling temporary  hemorrhage. 


Fi(f,  466. — The  author's  tongue  depres- 
sor devised  for  the  tonsil  operation,  to  be 
held  by  an  assistant  standing  at  the 
patient's  head. 


4.  The  continuous  rest  in  bed  for  from  twenty-four  to  forty- 
eight  hours  minimizes  the  siiock  resulting  from  the  anesthetic,  the 
operation  itself,  and  from  the  loss  of  blood. 

5.  Finally,  the  dangers  of  secondary  hemorrhage  are  over- 
come, inasmuch  as  trained  attendants  are  at  band  and  no  time  is 
lost  in  the  application  of  liemostats  or  other  means  of  control. 

Next  to  operating  in  a  hospital,  the  most  favorable  place  is 
the  patient's  home,  where  be  can  be  placed  in  bed  as  soon  as  the 
operation  is  completed.     If  possible  a  trained  nurse  or  attendant 


Fig.  467, — Thomson's  ti-naciilum  tonsil  forceps. 


should  remain  in  cliarge  for  one  nigiit.  The  portable  operating 
tatde  (Fig.  152)  is  convenient  fur  operation  at  the  patient's  home. 
It  is  sometimes  necessary  and  even  feasible  to  operate  upon  adults 
under  local  anesthesia  in  the  surgeon's  office,  but  never  when  a 
general  anestiietic  is  employed. 

The  Anesthetic. — Ktbcr,  preceded  by  nitrous  oxid  gas,  is  the 
favored  anesthetic  except  in  very  young  children,  when  ether  alone 
or  chloroform  may  be  employed.  In  general,  ether  is  the  safest  of 
all  anesthetics,  and  fewer  fatalities  have  been  reported  than  from  the 
use  of  chloroform.    Furthermore  it  is  a  distinct  advantage  both  to 
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the  operative  technique  and  to  the  safety  of  the  patient  if  the  anes- 
thetist iias  had  considerable  experience  in  anesthesia  for  tonsil  and 
adenoid  operatiuns. 

Local  anesthesia  of  the  tonsil  is  difficult  to  induce.  Merc 
swabbing  of  the  external  surface  with  cocaine  solution  is  ineffective 
except  upon  the  superliciat  areas.  Injection  into  the  criipts  is 
slightly  more  effective,  but  aho  inefficient.  The  solution  must  be 
injected  into  the  deeper  areas,  especially  at  the  base  of  the  tonsil 
and  the  capsule  (Fig.  464).  When  applied  externally  a  20  per 
cent,  solution  may  be  employed.  Ballinger  advises  an  aqueous 
solution  containing  cocaine.  10  per  cent.,  and  carbolic  acid.  5  per 


Fig.  468.— Carter's  tonsil  tenaculum. 

cent  For  hypodermic  use  the  cocaine  should  not  be  stronger  than  I 
per  cent.  A  coniblnatinn  of  equal  parts  of  I  per  cent,  solution  of 
cocaine  and  adrenalin  s^iiution  1 ;  3tXX)  is  commonly  employed  (or 
hy]K>dermic  anesthesia.  Unfortunately  the  liypadermfc  administration 
of  adrenalin  produces  alarming  symptomri  in  certain  iiidiviitual'*.  In 
three  of  the  author's  cases  the  injection  has  imme'liately  been  followed 
by  alarming  collapse,  characterized  by  violent  pain  at  ihc  base  oi  tlic 
brain  and  rai>i(l  respirations. 

The  Of'cralion. — When  ojierating  under  general  anesthesia  the 
surgeon  should  have  the  aid  of  one  assisiani  and  if  possible  a  nurse. 


l-ig.  469. — X^lanct's  tonsil  separator. 


The  chief  duty  of  the  assistant  is  to  depress  the  patient's  tongue 
and  sponge  the  throat.  This  duly  may  be  assumed  by  the  anesthe- 
tist or  by  a  well-trained  nurse.  Under  local  anesthesia  the  patient 
may  be  instructed  to  depress  his  tongue.  The  patient  should  lie 
upon  his  back,  with  the  head  slightly  lowered  when  operating  under 
general  anesthesia.  When  a  local  anesthetic  is  employed  the  upright 
position  is  preferable. 

Having  completed  .ill  arrangements,  including  anesthesia  (Fig. 
445).  a  bright  electric  headlight  fFig.  5),  worn  by  the  operator, 
furnishes  the  most  satisfactory  illumination.  A  specially  con- 
structed t'jugue  depres.sor  with  a  long  ii.indle  (Figs.  4fi5  and  46fi) 
should  now  be  introduced  by  the  a^-sislant.  whose  position  should 
be  at  the  patient's  head,  while  the  operator  stands  at  the  patient's 
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left  side.  In  this  position  the  assistant's  hand  and  arm  do  not 
interfere  with  the  tiperator.  The  tonsil  is  then  seized  by  means  of 
a  curved  long-tlncd  tonsil  forceps  ^Fig.  A67\  ui  Larlers  tenaculum 
(.Fig.  468),  and  drawn  forcibly  toward  the  median  line  of  the 
pharynx.  This  procedure  brings  the  free  borders  of  the  faucial 
pillars  into  full  view.  The  primary  incision  is  then  made,  prefer- 
ably through  the  line  of  attachment  of  the  anterior  pillar  with  the 
tonsillar  capsule,  by  means  of  a  long-handled  curved  bismurv  {Kig. 
472),  a  tonsil  separator  (Fig.  469),  the  Douglas  knife  (Fig.  4/0).  or 
Kyle's  crypt  knife  (Fig.  4/1),  Having  separated  the  anterior 
portion  (Fig.  472),  the  ton&il  is  rotated  outward  and  a  similar 
incision  is  extended  through  the  posterior  attachment  and  thence 


Fig.  470. — Doiiglau's  luntil  kiiiu-. 

Upward  and  around  the  supratonsillar  fossa,  the  tonsil  meanwhile 
being  rotated  downward  in  order  to  bring  its  velar  lobe  into  view. 
A  separator,  preferably  llurd's  (Fig.  473).  is  then  employed  to 
further  release  the  tonsil  from  its  attachments.  A  Moseley  irm.fil 
snare  (Fig.  474)  threaded  with  No.  8  piano  wire  is  then  thrown 
over  the  projecting  tonsil  and  the  tenaculum  again  applied- 
Forcible  traction  ts  made  in  the  direction  of  the  median  line  until 
by  manipulation  and  gradual  tightening  of  the  \t^^\>  the  entire  ma^s 
becomes  engaged  (I'ig.  475i.  The  wire  loop  is  then  gradually 
lightened  until  the  mass  is  removed  I  Fig.  476i.  The  opptrsiic 
tonsil  is  then  removed  in  like  manner.  The  denuded  space  should 
then  be  carefully  searched  for  any  remaining  shreds  of  tonsil  liasue. 
and  if  found  they  shoidd  be  snipped  off  with  Myles'»  tonsil  puncl) 


=r    ^   > 


Ftg.  471. — Kyle's  tonsil  crypt  Itnifr. 

(Fig.  477).  If  hemorrhage  persists  a  gauze  sponge  attached  to  tl 
sponge  holder  (Fig.  449»  >huuld  be  pressed  into  llic  tonsillar  fossa. 
In  case  pressure  fails  to  control  the  hemorrhage,  the  bleeding 
point  should  be  located  and  grasped  with  long  Iicmostatic  forcep-*. 
The  vessel  may  then  be  twisted  or  ligated.  Rosenheim  has  dc\*t>ed 
an  ingenious  ligature  carrying  hemostatic  forceps  (Fig.  478)  for 
grasping  and  ligating  the  tonsillar  blood-vessels.  Occasionally 
It  becomes  necessary  to  apply  the  tonsillar  hemostai  (Figs.  47*>  and 
4801  for  a  short  period.  After  the  removal  of  the  tonsil  a  large 
aval  cavity  between  the  tonsillar  pillars  remains  (Fig.  481).  which 
contracts  and  fills  in  with  granulations,  Ilallenger  modifies  lhi> 
procedure  by  using  the  tenaculum  forceps  and  the  Kyle  right 
angle  tonsil  knife  for  the  greater  part  of  the  dissection,  and  « 


t=i 


No.  1. 


No.  2. 


Fig.  471a. — In  both  primary  and  secondary  hemorrhage  its  control 
should  be  attempted  by  means  of  gauze-sponge  pressure,  as  described  on 
page  726.  Failing  in  this,  the  other  methods  described  on  pages  726  and 
727  should  be  resorted  to  and  persisted  in  until  the  hemorrhage  is  fully 
controlled.  This  is  affected  with  greater  ease  during  the  time  the  patient 
is  still  under  the  anesthetic.  The  above  cut  illustrates  a  new  and  ingenious 
method  of  controlling  tonsillar  hemorrhage.  It  is  an  adaptation  of  the 
Michel  clamp  suture  (Wagener)  to  the  tonsil.  Ry  inserting  a  gauze  tampon 
into  the  cavity  from  which  the  tonsil  has  been  removed,  one  point  of  the 
suture  is  applied  to  the  anterior  and  its  fellow  to  the  posterior  pillar. 
The  introduction  of  two  or  three  sutures  is  usually  sufficient  to  draw  the 
pillars  over  the  gauze  tampon  with  sufficient  firmness  to  suppress  the 
hemorrhage.    No.  1  is  the  introducer.    No.  2  is  the  extractor. 
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tonsillotome  for  the  final  separation.  He  also  has  recommended 
the  removal  of  the  tonsil  and  its  capsule  with  knife  (scalpel)  and 
scissors,  and.  finally,  by  means  of  the  scalpel  alone.  Robertson 
employs  a  specially  devised  tonsil  scissors  (Fig.  482)  for  excising  tlie 
tonsil.  The  Sluder  operation  is  outlined  in  the  legend  nf  Fig.  477a. 
Dangers. — The  chief  danger  attending  operations  upon  the 
tonsil  is  hemorrhage,  which  arises  from  anomalous  arterial  dis- 
tribution, or  as  a  result  of  the  accidental  wounding  o(  sonic  artery 
in  the  surrounding  tissues.    Secondary  hemorrhage  is  not  common, 


^*'*mt 


Fig.  472. — The  primarj*  Incision  frr  separating  the  hypcrt rophied 

limsil   from   its  attachments. 

but  when  it  docs  occur  it  is  usually  profuse  and  persistent.  Fatal 
secondary  hemorrhage  is  rare,  and  ahn<.ist  invariably  it  occurs  in 
patients  who  arc  allowed  to  go  lo  their  homes  soon  after  the  oper- 
ation is  completed.*  An  ingenious  method  of  controlling  tonsillar 
hemorrhage  is  to  pack  the  denuded  cavity  between  the  pillars  with 
gauze.  The  packing  souKtimes  is  retained  by  the  pressure  of  llie 
faucial  pillars;  otherwise  a  suture  may  be  carried  through  the  bor- 
ders of  the  pillars  and  he  drawn  taui  across  the  space.  The  Michel 
clamp  suture  t  Fig.  47!/))  is  itleal  for  this  purpose.  The  Miculicx- 
Stocrck  hcmostat  (Fig.  480)  produces  great  discomfort,  and  if  left 
too  long  in  sifii  troublesome  sloughing  may  <KCur.  Jlj-podcrmics  of 
human  nr  horse  serum  may  also  be  employed  in  severe  cases, 

IFn  tunliPT  rvmarki  on  (ociiltar  bnnorrliico  k«  Itgcoil  mnirr  Ttg.  ITli. 
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Complete  Rcmofal    Without   Including   the   Capsule. — The    par- 
ticular steps  of  this  operation  are  as  follows : — 

1.  Separate  any  existing  adhesion  between  the  faucial  pillars 
and  the  tonsil. 

2.  Remove  the  redundant  portion  of  the  tonsil  with  a  McKenzie 
(Kig.  4S3)  or  Mathieu  (Fig.  484)  tonsillotome. 


Fig.  473. — The  Hurd  tonsil  separator. 

3.  Grasp  tiie  remaining  l)ase  or  denuded  capsule  with  dull 
forceps  or  tenaculum  held  in  the  left  hand,  and  draw  it  toward  the 
median  line;  at  the  same  time  remove  the  remaining  portion  by 
means  of  a  scries  of  bites  with  tlie  ])unch  forceps  (Fig.  477).     It  is 


Fig,  474, — Tlic   MoBiliy  lonsil   snare. 


important  to  grasp  the  tissues  nf  the  supratonsillar  space  and  draw 
its  capsule  downward  into  view  in  order  to  denude  it  of  the  last 
vestige  tif  remaining  tmisil.  '["he  teclinitpie  of  this  procedure  is 
tedidiis.  but  when  thoroughly  and  skillfully  performed  the  result  is 
verv  satisfactorv. 
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Partint  Rcmoi'al  (Tonsiihtomy).—As  the  name  implies,  tlie  |mr- 
pose  Li(  ihis  (Iteration  is  Fo  remove  as  mucli  of  the  tonsil  as  is 
_  )ssiblc  by  means  of  some  form  of  tonsillotomc  applied  one  or 
fmore  tinws.  As  a  rule,  the  redundant  iwrtion  only  is  removed, 
but  in  exceptionally  favorable  cases  it  ts  possible  to  excise  the 
entire  lonsit  with  this  Instrument.  As  heretofore  <;taied,  lo  leave 
"any  portion  of  the  tonsil  and  its  base  invites  sub5c<iuent  attacks  of 
ton?;illar  infections,  peritonsillar  abscess  and  recurrence  of  hyper- 
plasia, llcncc  the  objccliun  In  this  prucedurc.  Nevertheless,  out- 
side of  America,  it  still  remains  the  most  common  mcihixl  and  ihe 
one  in  general  use  throughout  the  civilized  world.  The  McKenzie 
tonsilloiome  iFig.  483)  is  tlie  standard  instrument  and  the  one  most 


Fig.  475. — The  tonsil  snare  appliwi  lo  the  loosened  and  evulsed  tonnii. 

generally  employed.  The  Matliieu  tonsillotome  (Fig.  434)  has 
obtained  almost  equal  popularity.  The  operation  may  be  performed 
either  with  the  patient  in  a  sittinjj  or  rccumhent  position,  and  cither 
with  ur  without  jfcncral  anesthesia.  Under  general  anesthesia  a 
mouthgag  is  necessary.  When  operating  under  li>cat  anesthesia 
the  o]>erator  slujuUl  sit  facing  the  patient  and  retlect  a  hriglit  light 
into  his  phar^'nx.  .\n  assistant  should  stand  behind  the  ]>aticnt. 
whose  duties  arc  to  steady  the  patient's  head  and  to  make  firm 
counterprcssure  upon  the  tonsil  from  Ihe  outside.  The  tnnsillotome 
should  then  be  introduced  exactly  us  a  tongue  depressor,  and  after 
depressing  the  longue  the  handle  should  be  swung  outward  toward 
ihe  side  to  he  operated  upon,  and  at  the  same  time  made  lo  engage 
the  lower  piirtinn.  and,  tinally,  the  entire  tonsil,  in  its  fencitrum. 
Finn  lateral  pressure  is  now  made  with  the  instrument  again.«t  the 
assistant's  external  oiyiuisiiig  iligital  pressure,  and  ilic  hladc  is  driven 
home.    The'opposilc  tonsil  should  be  similarly  removed. 
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After-treatment. — The  after- treatment  is  similar  to  that  here- 
tofore d^;^cri(tc^^  fur  adenoid  tiperationji' (see  Chapter  XLIU).  It 
Is  advisable,  even  when  a  local  anebtlielic  has  been  employed,  to 
recline  for  the  halance  nf  the  dav,  and  in  ;iv<iid  hot  food  or  Brinks. 


i  !((.  47(i. —  IlnisiIs   itntuvt"]   lij-  lii^srcti'Hi  attd   sii;iic,  jttiijl   sue. 

The  capsule  ia  tntact. 

Cuol  drinks  and  cracked  ice  may  Iw  taken  in  moderation,  and  are 
gratefully  borne. 

Adults  usnally  complain  of  severe  postoperative  pain.  ?Hjmc 
relief  may  he  obtained  from  the  application  of  nrthofomi  tu  the 
denuded  ^tirfncc?.     The  complete  I'pcratinn  is  lullowed  by  more  or 


u. 


Fig  4n.-Tlic  MylM 
loiisil  puiH'h. 


less'  ItKal  infection,  which  i.s  more  severe  in  adults.  The  wire- 
ncss  and  dysphagia  contintie  for  several  days,  during  which  lime 
soft  food  only  can  be  taken.  There  is  but  little  rise  in  temperature 
and  alarming  secondary  symptoms  are  exccc<lingly  rare. 

The  cut  surfaces  stmn  become  covered  by  a  grayish-white 
slough  which  has  a  membranous  appearance.  After  the  second  day 
it  is  advi-:able  to  cleanse  the  throat  at  intcrxals  with  alka 


or  gargtcs. 


sprays 


Fig,  477o. — (Sliider.  wilh  perinission.)  Sluder'  bas  devised  a  unique 
method  for  thv  r<?iiu>\nl  of  tlic  faucial  tonsils,  l-'or  this  purpose  he  cm- 
plciyc  a  spoi-ially  consirnctcf!  rtull-hbded  M.ickcn7ic  tfinsilloKirin-.  which 
both  crushes  and  cuts  when  tin:  Made  is  frirted  iigHinst  the  cninii-r  Ijimtik 
of  tile  riiia.  The  ituiUotitit  is  jiassod  Iwekward  fruiu  tlie  ojipositc  sidu  oi 
the  mouth  amt  the  tonsil  is  eit^uged  hi  a  manner  exactly  opposite  to  that 
of  the  old  mt-thod  'if  removiriff  tonsils  wilh  this  instrument.  Force  is 
applii-d  hfhind  and  Iiclow  the  tonsil  and  the  latter  is  then  pulled  forward 
and  upward  ahoiit  thrrc-f'inrtlis  inch  iiK^in^it  tlir  alvc<iUr  cmineuee  (if  the 
lower  jaw.  The  latter  acts  hfJih  as  resistance  ami  ;it  the  satiie  time  fnrces 
the  tonsil  more  comiilclLly  inm  the  ring  of  the  gi'illolinc.  The  unemployed 
hand  is  then  used  fur  the  purpose  of  more  thorcuijihly  engagini;  the  lonsi! 
intn  the  ring  of  ihc  guillotine  when  the  htade  is  driven  home.  As  a  rule. 
more  or  less  of  the  tissue  of  the  anieritir  piltur  is  cut  away  in  the  Shidcr 
operation.  Th'C  ndvani;Lti:cs  claimed  are  rapid  execution,  minimum  surgical 
Tiolencc.  and  less  hemorrhage. 


'  pRpfrri'iKlln'lorpttii'Am-Hciii  Mi'rtlral  AaanclatMn.  Junefl,  191a,  Bud  pnblltbeil  Ib 
tti(^  Jnunialcifitw  <niiTli'«n  Mi!>lk'al  AHocUtiuii.  Maroh  2S.  Kill  :  Journal  ollhr  MiMOurl 
Slate  Uvdical  Axoduilrin.  Uirvti.  1911;  Traiui.  Aeitilviiir  "i  OphtlialmologT  Ui4  Oto- 
lArrDBOtnz;.  19]?. 
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Chronic  Lacunar  Tonsillitis. 

Synonym. — Chronic   follicular  tonsillitis. 

This  i!'  a  clirtmic.  hypcrjila^lic  inllaminaiion  of  the  tonsil  char- 
acterized by  accumulations  of  caseous  material  in  ihc  crj-pts. 

Etiology — The  disease  prubably  uccurs  as  a  result  of  a  series 
of  attacks  ot  acute  lacunar  or  septic  tonMllitis  in  which  the  epithe- 


Fig.  '^8l — Rosenhrim's  tnnsil  ligature  carrying  licniostM. 

lium  of  the  crypts  is  the  chitf  scat  of  the  disease.  It  is  commonly 
'associated  with  chronic  peritonsillar  abscess,  and  it  may  be  caused 
Hjy   unhealthy  and  insanitary   surroundings,  or  by  chronic   infection 

involving  any  portion  of  the  upper  respiratory  tract.     It  is  more 

common  in  adults  than  in  children. 


Fig.  479. — llurtis  tonsil  hcmastat. 

Pathology. — In  chronic  lacunar  tonsillitis  the  tonsil  as  a  whole 
may  not  be  extensively  enlarged,  but  the  crypts  arc  usually  quite 
numerous,  and  one  or  more  are  filled  with  secretion.  Retention  of 
secretion  is  more  likely  to  occur  in  the  crypts  which  open  into  the 
supratonsillar  fossa. 

The  so-called  caseous  material  consists  of  a  series  of  yellow 
masses  or  plugs  which  arc  located  in  the  tonsillar  lacuna:.     It  is 
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composed  of  dcsquamatcti  rpithcltum,  cliolesierin,  leiicocylcs^  fatly 
material,  a  variety  of  micro-organism*  and  particles  of  food.  The 
masses  arc  sometimes  visible  to  the  eye,  l^ut  more  often  they  are 
partially  liidden  by  the  pillars  or  wholly  buried  from  sij^ht  and  arc 
discovered  only  1^  probing.  They  are  malodorous  and  of  cheesy 
consistency. 

Symptoms. — Locally  there  is  a  sensation  of  fullness,  rouuhncas 
and  irritability  about  the  tonsil,  with  slight  pain.  Neurotic  patients 
often  arc  peculiarly  suscepliblc  to  the  ^li^'ht  pain  and  irritation, 
even  when  there  is  retention  only  in  one  or  two  crypts.  Others 
are  consciniis  of  an  offensive  taste  and  odor  and  seek  treatment 
chiefly  for  relief  from  these  symptoms.  Many  patients  are  able  to 
!-quecze  out  these  masses  by  pressure  with  the  hngers.    The  Urgesi 


I*ig.  480.— The  Mifulicz-Slocrck  lunsil  hemoMat 


Bgprcgatinn  is  usually  in  the  supratonsiltar  region  and  here  the 
symptoms  are  pronounced.  Acute  exacerbations  of  lacunar  tonsil- 
lilis  arc  cnmrnnn. 

Diagnosis. — Lacunar  tonsillitis  is  likely  lo  Ut  mistaken  for 
kcratosi-t.  .  The  latter  is  rarely  confined  to  tlie  tonsil;  the  in3»>e« 
project  beyond  the  surface  and  are  denser.  Furthermore  the 
deposits  arc  firmly  adherent  and  arc  whiter  Ihan  the  caseoas  accu* 
mutations  in  lacunar  tonsillitis. 

Treatment. — Radical  removal  of  the  tonsil  (described  above) 
is  the  only  mctlmd  which  prnniisc.s  permanent  relief.  Other  meas- 
ures only  afford  amelioration  of  ihc  sympli)ms.  In  patient^  who 
refuse  operation  and  demand  iem[>ori?:in}f  measures,  two  or  more 
of  the  diseased  crypts  should  be  opened  into  each  other  by  incising 
their  dividing:  walls.  In  this  manner  llie  lacunar  openinjfs  are 
enlarged,  and  retention  is  less  likely  to  occur.  After  the  incisions 
have  been  made  the  retained  secretion  should  be  removed  by  meaos 
of  a  ring  curct  and  the  cavity  swabtwd  with  a  solution  of  argyro!, 
25  per  cent.,  or  a  20  per  cent,  solution  of  trichloracetic  acid  (Kauff- 
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ntann).  Temporary  relief  w  obtained  from  removal  of  tlic  rclaincd 
secretion,  cither  by  means  of  the  riiit^  ctiret  or  by  syringing  out  the 
crypts  with  a  small  cannula  attached  to  a  syringe,  l^ressurc  or 
squeezing  with  tin:  finger  also  is  an  effective  metlioiJ. 


Cyst  ol  the  Tonsil. 

Tonsillar  cysts  usually  result  from  inflammatory  closure  of 
the  lacunar  mouths,  beneath  whicli  collections  of  caseous  matter 
become  encysted.  They  are  also  believed  to  result  from  traumatism 
and  from  the  use  of  the  galvanocautery. 


rig.  481,— Oil   Ihe   left  side  the  cavity   from   which   ihc  tonsil   has  been 
rcmcvcl  is  shown  between  ihc  fauciai  pillars. 


Symptoms. — When  the  cysts  arc  of  small  size  the  syniptoms 
are  nil.  Whenever  llie  accumulation  is  .sufTicicnt  to  cause  the  tonsil 
to  project  into  the  oral  cavity,  a  sensation  of  fullness  results.  Occa- 
sionally the  cysts  arc  sufficiently  large  to  make  pressure  upon  the 
posterior  pharj-ngcal  wall  and  the  hase  of  the  tongue,  in  which 
event  ihc  sensation  becomes  that  of  a  foreign  body  with  considerable 
irritation. 

Diagnosis. — The  diagnosis  i.s  usually  made  without  difficulty, 
inasmuch  as  pressure  reveals  the  fluctuating  character  of  the  tumor. 
When  the  parietal  wall  is  sufficiently  thin  the  yellowish  color  is 
characteristic. 

Treatment. — ^Thc  cyst  should  be  freely  incised,  its  contents 
scraped  out.  and  the  denuded  surface  painted  with  iodin,  argyrol, 
25  per  cent.,  or  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver  60  grs.  to  ihe  ounce. 
As  a  rule,  a  tonsil  which  is  the  seat  of  a  cyst  is  sufficiently  diseased 
to  require  removal. 
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TonsilUths  (Calculi  of  the  Tonsil). 

Etiology.— Tonsilliths  probably  occur  in  a  similar  manner  to 
that  of  tonsillar  cy^ts,  except  tliat  a  dejMisit  nf  lime  salts  becomes 
mixed  with  llic  retained  caseous  material.    These  deposit*  increase 


Fig.  4it2. — The  Rabrrlson  Iwiiil  uiitsorv 

and  solidify  until  calculi,  or  tonsilHths,  of  considerable  size  are 
formed.  They  arc  chiefly  com[K>sed  o(  calcium  phosphate  and  car- 
bonate, with  some  organic  material.  They  invariably  occur  in 
tonsils  which  art*  the  seat  of  chronic  lacunar  inllammation. 


]-iff.  483.-McKfn»ic'« 

tonsittototnc. 


Symptoms. — Until  considerable  size  is  reached  nn  «pccta] 
symptoms  arc  produced.  The  larger  ones  induce  coti<iidcrablc 
inilammaiion  of  the  surn^undJn^  tissues,  and  sometimes  nlceratioa. 
in  which  event  ]iain  and  dys^phagia  arc  experienced. 

Diagnosis. — The  diaj;nnsis  is  based  upon  the  characteristic 
hardness  of  tlw  tumor,  which  is  convcyc^l  to  the  probe  or  to  the 
finger. 
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^^reatment.  —  The  torsillhh  should  be  removed  tbrough  an 
incision  of  sufficient  size  to  permit  the  introduction  of  a  pair  oE 
strong  forceps.     The  tonsil  should  also  he  removed. 


The  Lingual  Tonsil. 

The  lingua!  tonsil,  hciiig  a  part  of  tlie  sn-callcd  Waldcycr's 
rinpfof  lymphoid  gland'*,  is  located  behind  the  circumvallate  papilla;, 
at  the  base  of  the  iong;«e  (I*"'?-  -iSS)  and  above  the  epiglottis.     It 


o 


Fig.  484. — The  Mathieu  tuiisilluicimc. 

is  subject  to  both  acute  and  chronic  inflammation  and  it  sometimes 
becomes  permanently  enlarged,  in  which  event  it  gives  ri^e  to 
characteristic  symptoms.  The  hyperplasia  is  usually  bilateral,  and 
large  veins  may  radiate  between  the  lymphoid  masses. 

Symptoms. — The  chief  symptoms  are  a  sensation  of  tickling. 
an  irritating  cough  and  impairment  nf  voice.    In  singers  and  public 


ir^/i 


Fig.  485, — Tht-  liiigii.ll  tonsil  ami  liTigiial  varix. 

speakers  all  the  symptoms  arc  aggravated,  especially  the-  inter- 
ference with  lone  production.  The  sensation  of  a  foreign  body 
causes  constant  annoying  attempts  at  swallowing,  without  relief. 

Treatment. — Excision  is  ihc  onlv  effective  treatment,  and  is 
best  accomplished  by  means  of  the  Mylcs  lingual  tunsillolumc  (Fig. 
486).  Local  anesthesia  is  easily  produced,  providing  a  drop  or  two 
of  a  1  per  cent,  solution  of  cocaine  is  injected  directly  into  the  mass 
ten  minutes  before  operating,  or  a  10  per  cent,  solution  of  cocaine 
may   be    applied    locally.      The    arrangements    for   operating    are 
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similar  to  tlioHc  for  intralaryn^eat  work,  the  patient  holdtni^  hU 
own  tongue,  atui  tlit:  opcraUir,  under  lirtffhi  reflected  iniiniination, 
inirmlticing  the  larjTigeal  mirror  I  Kig.  19)  with  his  left  hanrl.  thiw 
bringing  into  view  the  entire  mass  to  be  excised,  and  with  the  right 
Imnd  gitiding  the  in&tnimcnt  until  a  portion  uf  the  ma^s  prolrudei 
ihnmgh  its  fenestra.  Considerable  hemorrhage  mav  follow  the  re- 
moval, bnt  it  is  Controllable  by  pressure  with  adrenalin-soaked  swabs. 
Care  should  Ik:  taken  not  to  cut  into  the  un'lerlj*ing  relhilar  tisisuc. 
Removal  may  also  be  accomplisbetl  with  a  snare. 

After- treatment. — Tlic  patient  sbuuM  avoid  lud  drinks  or  Ihe 
swallowing  of  coarse  or  solid  food  lor  twenty- fmir  Imurs,  after 
which  the  sorencsfs  rapidly  subsides  withoul  fiiriher  treatment, 
except  that  he  fihoidd  gargle  with  a  cleansing  sohitinn  tnmwdiatcly 
after  taking  food.  I'ublic  speakers  and  singers  should  refrain  from 
their  u.sual  ocrujtations  during  the  healing  process,  thus  avoiding^ 
undue  muscular  strain. 


I'm.  4U6.— Tltr  Mylcs  lingiuil  lonsillolomc. 


IV.   LINGUAL  VARIX. 

Lingual  varix  is  made  up  of  an  aggregattoa  of  varicose  vdn» 
locate<l  at  the  liase  of  the  tongue,  iKtween  the  circum\'allate  papillic 
and  the  epiglottis  (Fig.  485). 

Etiology. — They  arc  commonly  observed  in  connection  with 
hvpcrplasia  uf  the  lingual  tonsil,  but  generally  arc  due  to  some 
disease  in  which  there  is  nhsiruction  to  the  return  circulation.  In 
plethoric  and  alcoholic  indivtdualei,  who  suHfer  from  cirrhosis  of 
the  liver,  the  disease  is  common.  It  mav  be  caused  liy  excessive 
use  or  improper  jimduction  of  vnice.  It  i<^  more  common  in  males 
than  in  females  and  docs  not  occur  in  cliildhnnd. 

Symptoms.— Lingxial  varix  gives  rise  to  a  sensation  of  fullncsi 
in  the  throat  and  a  tendency  to  cough.  There  is  a  sensation  of 
dryness,  with  an  almost  continuous  effort  to  relieve  by  swallowing 
or  coughing.  In  rare  instances  the  small  veins  rupture,  but  severe 
hemorrhage  rarely  occurs.  Upon  examination  with  the  laryngeal 
mirror  the  varicose  veins  arc  plainly  visible. 

Diagnosis. — The  diagnosis  is  made  by  simple  inspection,  which 
reveals  the  dark-binc  distended  veins  running  anteropcvstcriorly  i* 
fan-shape,  from  the  base  of  the  tongue. 

Treatment. — Obliteration  of  the  enlarged  veins  aflPords  the 
only  relief,  and  this  is  best  and  most  safely  accomplished  by  the 
galvanocautcry  puncture,  under  hieal  anesthesia.  The  clcctroile.  at 
a  cherry-red  heat,  carefully  guided  into  po*;ition  by  means  of  a 
laryngeal  mirror,  should  he  made  lo  sever  two  or  three  of  the  Large 
veins  at  a  single  sitting.  With  the  cauter>-  at  a  chrrry-rcd  heat 
there  is  less  danger  of  subsequent  hemorrhage.  Should  cxcosivc 
hemorrhage  result  it  is  best  controlled  by  pressure. 


CHAPTER  XLVII. 
DISEASES  OF  THE  PHARYNX. 

1.  NEOPLASMS  OF  THE  PHARYNX. 

1.  BENIGN  NEOPLASMS. 

The  principal  non-malignant  growtlis  observed  in  the  pharynx 
are  papillomata,  fibromata,  angiomata,  adenomata,  and  dermoid 
cysts. 

Papillomata. 

Of  the  benign  neoplasms  the  papilloma  is  the  commonest.  The 
usual  site  is  upon  the  uvula,  but  occasionally  they  develop  upon 
the  pillars,  the  soft  palate,  or  the  posterior  and  lateral  pharyngeal 
walls.  They  are  pedunculated,  pale  in  color  and  occasionally 
sessile.  They  give  rise  to  no  symptoms,  and  usually  do  not  grow 
larger  than  a  pea.  In  rare  instances  they  grow  rapidly,  reaching  a 
size  sufficient  to  produce  a  tickling  sensation  and  paroxysmal 
cough. 

Treatment. — When  they  are  of  small  size  and  produce  no 
symptoms  they  may  safely  be  allow^ed  to  remain.  Otherwise  they 
should  be  promptly  removed  under  local  anesthesia.  The  tumor 
should  be  firmly  grasped  with  forceps,  drawn  away  from  its  attach- 
ment and  severed  by  mean^  of  scissors,  knife,  snare  or  cutting 
forceps.  By  including  a  small  area  of  surrounding  membrane, 
recurrence  is  prevented.  Hemorrhage  is  never  excessive,  and  no 
after-treatment  is  required,  except  that  relating  to  cleanliness. 

Fibromata. 

Fibromata  are  rare  in  the  oropharynx;  they  occur  during  full 
adult  life,  and  are  more  common  in  males.  They  are  usually  sessile, 
but  may  be  pedunculated  and  may  appear  upon  the  velum,  the 
faucial  pillars,  or  the  posterior  pharyngeal  wall.  They  are  dense, 
solid  to  the  touch;  and  light  pink  in  color.  When  of  large  size  they 
gradually  become  lohulated.  Small  ones  produce  no  symptoms,  but 
those  of  large  dimensions  give  rise  to  functional  disturbances,  espe- 
cially dysphagia  and  dyspnea. 

Treatment. — The  treatment  is  removal  by  operation.  Small 
pedunculated  growths  are  easily  removed  by  means  of  the  cold-wire 
or  galvanocautery  snare.  When  the  attachment  covers  a  large 
surface  a  circular  incision  should  be  made  through  the  membrane 
surrounding  the  base  of  the  growth ;  the  latter  is  then  grasped  with 
strong  forceps  and  its  attachment  severed  by  means  of  snare  or 
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scissors.  Considerable  liemorrhaRC  may  be  expected,  but  it  i» 
easily  controlled  by  pressure.  Healing  is  facilitated  by  closing  the 
wound  vvtib  sutures.  For  the  removal  of  Bbrumaia  of  exlrcmc  size 
extensive  surgical  measures  are  sumotitnes  required. 

Angioma  ta. 

Aiifi^otnata  occur  with  about  the  same  frequency  as  fibromata.j 
and  are  made  up  of  a  network  of  blood- vesae Li.  whose  waits  xn 
held  looitcly  together  by  connective  tissue.     There  is  no  known! 
cause.     They  usually  appear  upon  the  uvula,  velum  or  fauctal 
pillars.     Ill  a  case  reported  by  the  author*  (Kig.  487)  therr  was  a 
very  large  angioma  involving  llic  nvuhi  and  A  portion  of  the  velum. 
The  patient   was  a   male,  aged  31.     The   uvula  was  enoiinou'^ly 
elongated  and  enlarged  laterally,  bein^  made  up  of  a  mass  of  dilated, 
blood-vessels.    The  lip  extended  well  down  into  the  glossoepijflotttc 
space  and  seriously  interfered  with  deglutition  and  respiration.    lie 
was  constantly  trying  to  swallow  his  uvula.    At  the  time  of  opera- 
tion   extensive    preparations    were    made   to   control    hemorrhage. 
which,  ii  was  feared,  niiglit   be  excessive.     Tlie  entire  mass  wa? 
removed  with  a  galvanocautery  snare  and  with  no  hemorrhage 
whatever. 

Treatment. — Whenever  feasible  the  growth  should  be  removedj 
even  at  ihe  risk  of  troublesome  hemorrhage.  When  peduncular' 
the  galvanocautery  snare  is  the  ideal  method.  Thcwe  with  broad 
aiiarbments  arc  amenable  to  the  galvanocautery  puncture.  fn»m 
three  to  tive  blood-vessels  being  destroyed  at  each  sitting.  Strangu- 
lation by  means  nf  a  series  ni  ligatures  and  destruction  of  the 
growths  by  electrolysis  have  been  advocated. 


Adenomata. 

Adenomata  may  appear  upon  tlic  soft  palate,  uvula,  tonsil  f* 
the  pharyngeal  wnlls.     They  develop  only  during  adult    life  and 
are  diOicult   to  distinguish   from   fibromata.     Adenomata  develop  < 
slowlv,  are  less  dense  and  less  painful  than  fibromata. 

Treatment.— The  only  rational  treatment  is  removal  by  «argicat 
operation  untler  general  anesthesia,  first  dividing  the  membrane 
sufficiently  to  allow  the  operator  to  gradually  enucleate  the  gmwth. 
In  .smaller  growths  a  single  primary  incision  over  the  central 
portion  of  the  growth  is  sufficient. 

Dermoid  Cysts. 

These  are  congenital  and  due  to  abnormalities  of  developmrnl- 
Thcy  are  usually  pedunculated  and  consist  of  a  covering  of  ordi- 
nary integument,  with  hair  follicles.  Within  the  growth  are  found 
faity  matter,  iqterminglcd  with  portions  o(  muscular  fibre,  cariilage 
and  bone. 

iXew  York  Medical  Record,  Marvh  12,  1887. 
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treatment. — Tlicy  should  always  be  removed.  The  operation 
is  simple.  The  mass  is  grasped  with  sirong  forceps,  while  the 
pedicle  is  clipped  oH  close  to  its  attachment.^ 

2.  MALIGNANT  NEOPLASMS. 

Sarcomata  and  carcinomata  of  various  types,  both  primary  and 
meta.^tatic,  occur  with  comparative  frequency  in  the  oropharynx. 
Unfortunately,  the  cticlog)'  of  malignant  neoplasms  lias  not  yet 


Fin.  487,— I.aTgc  angidmii  of  the  tmila  removed  by  the  gaivanoeautsry 
inarc  without  hcmLirrhagc.     {Author's  case.) 

been  determined.  The  pathology.  sympi€)matology,  diagnctsis  and 
treatment,  being  similar  for  lK>th  types  of  malignant  diseases  of  the 
pharynx,  will  he  dcscrilicil  together. 

Sarcomata. 

Sarcomata  of  all  types  arc  found  in  the  fauces  and  pharynx, 
and  any  poriii.tn  uf  the  pharynx  may  become  the  primary  seat  uf  the 
disease.  Prininry  sarcoma  of  the  pharynx  usually  runs  a  rapid 
course,  with  a  fatal  issue.  In  exceptional  cases  the  progress  is  slow, 
and  six  or  eight  years  may  elapse  before  the  disease  terminates. 
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Ulceration  occurs  early  and  it  is  itivariatily  fullcmcd  by  cnlarg< 
mmt  uf  the  netf^lihorini^  Ixinptiaiic  ^land^  and  general  tnctaslasiiuJ 
Tlic  author  lias  reconlcd  two  cases  iif  melanotic  sarcmna  with  deposits] 
in  llic  mouth.  noM,  pliafyiix  and  larynx. 


Carcinomata. 

Carctnomata  rarely  occur  in  the  pharynx  nndcr  the  forlicti 
year,  after  which  the  ratio  increases  with  ajfc  until  advanced  \iie.\ 
The  disease  i>  mure  tominoti  in  males  than  in  females,  and  tb< 
epithelial  variety  is  the  rule. 

Pathology. — The  reader  is  referred  In  the  numernafl  cxtcnsiv* 
treatisc<i  extant  for  the  p.ithnlogy  of  nnli^nani  ncoplasniM  uf  thi 
pharynx. 

Symptoms.  —  The    symptoms   of    malignant    nco[>lasms    of    ihc 
pliaryri.\  are  dependent  niK>n  the  location  anil  extent  of  the  growth. 
V*ain  is  the  most  common  of  all  synipluuK.  tmt  may  Ixr  absent  during 
the  earlier  stages  and  it  is  more  severe  in  carcinomata.    As  the  lunwr, 
increases  in  size  or  when  ulceration  is  present  the  pain  Ijccome*  sever 
and  lancinating,  and  deglutition  becomes  dilTicult.    Dyspnea  is  niarkt 
whenever  the  tumor  encroaches  upon  the  lumen  of  the  respiratory^ 
tract.     As  a  rule,  the  earliesi  s\inpioni  complained  of  is  a  ^■en:atio(i 
of  fullness  and  swelling  in  the  throat.    The  later  ^ympiom^  arc  »cvcre] 
pain,  dysphagia,  dyspnea,   fetid  lircnth,  caclicxia,  cervical   lymphaltc] 
enlargement,  emaciation  and  hemorrhage. 

Diagnosis. — Uuring  the  early  stages  it  is  oflen  extremely  dif-l 
ficuli  Ui  diffcreniiate  malignant  from  nnn-malignant  growths.  rs])e-j 
cially  tertiary  syphilis.  In  case  syphilis  is  suspected  larjjc  do^ccj 
of  iodid  of  potassium  -should  he  .t<lniinisicred  in  order  to  verifx  tlie] 
diagnosis.  A  microscopic  examination  uf  a  Kectiou  of  tlie  growth ' 
furnishes  the  most  reliable  diagnostic  data.  Karly  f|)agti(.>is  ii  of] 
the  utmost  importance,  inasmuch  a»  the  early  and  complctr  ■*urgicil 
removal  of  the  growth  offers  Mie  only  hope  of  cure. 

Prognosis. — Without   treatment    malignant   neopla^ns   of   the! 
pharynx  terminate  fatally.    Tlie  prognosis  is  slightlv  favori-^i  uheret 
early  and  complete  rem»tval  of  the  growth  has  been  aecomptished. 
The  prognosis  in  sarcoma  is  slightly  more  favorable  liian  in  the 
other  forms,  but  under  all  circumstances  is  grave. 

Treatment. — Radical  -•^urgical  removal  of  the  growth,  inatitute^f 
early  in  the  history  of  the  disease,  is  the  only  known  means  for 
terminating  its  ravages.     The  location   and   extent   lo   which  the 
growth  has  progressed  are  the  chief  determining  factors  regarding 
the  advisability  of  even  attempting  any  operative  procedure.    I'ndw 
the  most  favorable  circumstances  recurrence  usually  takes  place. 
Unfortunately,  the  majority  of  malignant  tumors  of  the  phar^-nx 
when  first  seen  have  already  passed  beyond  all  hope  of  benefit  from ' 
surgical  interference.     Under  these  circumstances  tlie  tumor  must] 
be  considered  inoperable,  and  palliative  measures  only  are  adioi*>{ 
siblc 
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If  an  operation  vs  undertaken  it  i$  important  that  a  cun^idcr- 
abte  area  of  tlic  .sound  tissue  surrounding  the  tumor  ~houId  be 
included  in  the  excision,  and  thai  all  infected  glands  shuuld  be 
dissected  out-  Providing  the  diagnusis  is  made  sufficiently  early, 
and  the  (j^ruwths  are  conlincd  to  the  n>li  palate,  the  faucial  pillars, 
the  tonsil  or  peritun^illar  tissue,  it  is  pus:$il;le  tu  ducee.s.-^ fully 
operate  within  tlie  mouth.  General  anesthesia  is  necessary,.  If  ihe 
area  of  the  disease  includes  the  epiglottis,  or  the  laryngopharyngeal 
space,  witli  or  without  lymphatic  gland  enlargement,  and  in  all 
cases  of  metastasis,  the  external  uperatiun  is  required.  1'lie  exter- 
na] operation  is  a  serious  procedure  not  only  because  of  the  dan- 
gers which  usually  nrconipany  tiperalions  in  lliis  iield,  hut  for 
the  further  reason  that  in  the  majority  of  cases  tlie  disease  has 
extended  beyond  Ihe  areA  which  the  symptoms  have  indicated. 
Recurrence  is  the  rule,  yet  the  span  uf  life  may  be  prolonged  for  at 
least  a  few  months,  unless  the  patient  succumbs  to  the  shock  or 
other  dangers  incident  to  opcratir>n. 

The  incision*  and  nicthods  nf  removal  must  be  suited  to  the 
individual  case,  inasmuch  as  variations  are  made  necessary  by  the 
location  and  extent  of  the  disease.  U  is  beyond  the  scope  of  ihjs 
work  to  describe  and  to  illustrate  in  detail  the  technique  of  the 
various  operations,  for  which  the  reader  is  referred  to  works  on 
genera]  surgery. 

After-treatment.^ The  after-treatment  includes  simple  ineas- 
ure>*  fitr  niainiaining  cleanliness  until  healing  has  l>een  complete. 

Treatment  of  Inoperable  Cases.— Inoperable  growths  often 
require  surgio-il  interference  fnr  the  relief  uf  urgent  and  dangerous 
symptoms.  Encruachnient  upon  the  lumen  of  the  larynx  or  the 
pharynguesophageal  opening  may  be  relieved,  temporarily,  by  the 
removal  of  a  large  section  of"a  projecting  lunior.  this  procedure 
being  best  accomplished  witli  tlie  galvanocautery  snare.  Later 
developments  may  require  tracheotomy  or  gastrotomy.  the  latter 
procedure  being  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  feeding.  The  same 
procedure  may  be  resorted  to  when  recurrence  has  taken  place. 
When  the  pain  becomes  intolerable,  sufficient  morphine  should  be 
given  for  the  relief  of  this  distresiing  symptom,  and  the  surface  of 
the  tumor  should  be  kept  clean  by  proper  sprays  and  washes. 
Various  non-surgical  methods  have  been  advised  for  the  relief  or 
cure  of  inoperable  cases. 

The  value  of  treatment  by  X-ray,  serum  therapy  fCoIey's 
mixed  toxins  of  bacillus  prodigiosus  and  streptococcus  erysipela- 
tis^.  etc.,  and  the  enzyme  treatment  (trypsin  and  amyJopsin)  have 
already  been  dcfmed  in  Chapter  XIJT. 


2.  NEUROSES  OF  THE  PHARYNX. 

I.  MOTOR  NEUROSES. 

Neuroses  of  the  pharynx  are  of  two  general  varieties,  the  motor 
and  the  sensory.  Motor  neuroses  appear  in  two  general  forms: 
(a)  spasmodic  aflfections;    (6)  paralysis. 
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(a)  Spasmodic  Affections. 

Spasm    of    the    pharynx    is    observed    with    hysteria,    chorea, 
tetanus,  hydrophobia,  epilepsy  and  in  certain  forms  of  nystagmus. 

1.  Globus  Hystericus. — This  occurs,  as  a  rule,  in  women  who! 
have  dcep-.scalcd  irritabihty  of  the  central  nervous  system.     In  rarcf 
instances  it  seems  to  be  a  rellex  irriiaiion  caused  by  inflammatory^ 
changes  in  the  tissues  of  the  pharynx.    The  sensation  is  thai  n(  a 
lump  rising  in  the  throat,  with  spasm  of  the  pharyngeal  muscles^ 
It  is  greatly  aggravated  by  Ungual  varix  or  hypertrophy  of  the  lingual 
tonsil. 

2.  Chorea  (Choreic  Movements). — Spasmodic  twitchings  of  the 
muscles  of  the  soft  i>alate  and  pharyngeal  walls  are  often  <;ymptomft 
of  chorea,  and,  occasionally,  of  paralysis  agilans.     Similar  contrac-l 
tions  may  occur  in  neurotic  patients  who  are  sufTertng  from  pharyn- 
geal inflammation,  foreign  iKxIies,  or  tumors. 

3.  Nystagmus. —  Pharyngeal  nystagmus,  with  rare  cxccptions.J 
is  a  manifestation  of  some  scrinus  central  Itsiim  like  brain  absccs^«] 
or  tumor,  meningitis,  general  paralysis  or  tabes  dorsali^.  and  is.] 
never  conlined  to  the  pharynx  or  larynx.  In  rare  instanecs  a] 
rhythmical  muscular  movement  of  the  velum  palati  accompamcsj 
local  lesions  in  the  upper  respiratory  tract. 

Treatment. — Rcforc  instituting  treatment  a  general  exaniina-| 
lion  ol  the  patient  should  be  made  in  order  to  determine  if  p<issiblc 
the  exact  cause  of  the  affection.     Some  form  of  general  treaiment 
is  nsually  required.    Rest,  improvement  of  the  diet,  change  of  loca- 
tion and  general  tonics  arc   indicated.     In  globus  hxsiericus  the, 
hromids,  asafelJda  and  valerianate  of  zinc  are  useful  in  conlrulting 
spasm.     Some  bencHl  is  claimed  f^im  applications  of  the  faradic^ 
current  to  the  liack  nf  the  neck,  and  interiorly  tn  the  pharyngeal] 
walls.      Disea^sed    conditions    within    the    pharynx    ^hnuld    receive 
attention  and  full  advantage  should  be  taken  of  all  stigtti  oiwrationi 
or  applications  to  secure  the  benefits  of  suggestive  therapy. 

For  the  treatment  of  chorea,  hydrophobia,  and   epilepsy   the 
reader   Is   referred   to  works  on  diseases  of  the   nervous  systnn>i 
Nystagmus  of  central  origin  is  always  a  grave  c.indition. 


(b)  Paralysis. 

Paralysis  afl'ecting  the  pharyngeal  muscles  is  usually  confini 
to  those  of  the  soft  palate,  but  it  may  involve  the  constrict  or*. 
The  affection  may  be  of  central  origiti.  resulting  from  cerebral 
cmbnlism,  cerebral  tumors,  tabes  dorsalis.  and  bulbar  paralysis., 
It  also  arises  from  pressure  upon  the  nerve  trunks,  either  in  the 
form  of  gunimata  or  new  growths.  A  third  and  commun  form  of 
paralysis  of  the  pharynx  is  of  peripheral  origin,  resulting  from  the 
toxins  of  diphtheria  and  influenza,  and  from  mineral  puistins.  WTien 
bilateral  the  entire  velum  and  uvula  drop  downward  and  forward 
away  from  the  p<.»sterior  pharyngeal  wall,  and  do  not  give  moiar 
response  to  voice  and  other  sounds.     In  young  persons  the  com- 
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monest  form  is  that  wliich  follows  as  a  sequela  of  diphtheria  and 
streptococcic  infection,  hi  unilateral  paralysis,  upon  examinattun 
the  uvula  is  drawn  toward  the  non-affected  side,  while  the  paralyzed 
half  of  the  velum  palati  drops  into  the  pharyn^^eaj  space  O'ig.  4S8). 
There  is  a  nasal  (jualily  to  the  voice  and  during  de^dmition  a 
portion  of  the  lluids  ])asses  into  the  nasojiharynx  and  out  ihrougli 
the  nose. 

Treatment. — 'I"hc  treatment  of  cases  of  central  origin  should  be 
advised  by  a  competent  neurologist,  inasmuch  as  ihe  pharynscal 
paralysis  usually  is  but  a  jiart  of  a  more  general  paralysis.  Gum- 
mata  respond  to  the  internal  administration  of  potassium  iodid. 
Other  tumors  if  possible  should   be   removed.     Ttie  paralysis  of 


Fig.  488.— Unilaierid  paralyjij  of  tlie  velum  palati. 

diphtheria  disappears  without  treatment  after  an  interval  of  ahout 
one  month,  hut  tonics  should  he  administered.  Locally,  some 
benefit  may  be  expected  from  the  application  uf  the  faradic  current. 
Outdoor  life,  simple  but  liberal  diet,  and  freedom  from  all  du|)ress- 
ing  influences  are  of  great  benefit. 

2.  SENSORY  NEUROSES. 

Sensory  neuroses  of  the  pharynx  occur  in  the  form  of  anesthe- 
sia, hyperesthesia,  paresthesia  and  neuralgia. 

Anesthesia. 

Anesthesia,  whether  complete  or  partial,  unilateral  or  bilateral, 
usually  accompanies  motor  paralysis;  but  it  may  be  a  syinplom 
of  hysteria  or  insanity.  resuKing^  from  pressure  upon  the  glosso- 
pharyngeal nerve. 
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Hyperesthesia.  • 

Hyperesthesia  accompanies  a  large  proportion  of  all  cases  of 
acute  and  many  cases  of  chronic  pharyngeal  inflammation.  It  is 
invariably  bilateral,  and  is  aggravated  in  alcoholic,  tuberculous  and 
dyspeptic  individuals. 

Paresthesia. 

Perversions  of  sensation,  designated  as  paresthesia  of  the 
pharynx,  are  of  neurotic  origin.  Parker  has  noted  the  affection  as 
an  accompaniment  of  sexual  liypochondriasis  in  the  male  and  the 
climacteric  period  in  the  female.  The  affection  is  characterized  by 
a  sensation  of  suffocation,  itching,  hawking  or  a  barking  cuugh,  and 
tickling  as  of  a  foreign  body  in  the  throat. 

Treatment. — The  conditions  above  described  usually  require 
internal  medication  in  the  form  of  tonics  (iron,  strychnine,  and 
cod-liver  oil).  Sedatives  also  may  he  required  (bromids,  valerianate 
of  zinc,  asafetida).  Local  treatment  in  the  form  of  mild  astringents 
and  sedatives  is  helpful.  In  neurotic  patients  it  often  is  wiser  to 
desist  from  all  Jocal  treatment  in  the  pharynx  in  order  to  divert 
attention  from  the  trouble.  The  underlying  cause  of  the  particular 
symptoms  should  be  sought  and  if  possible  removed.  It  is  espe- 
cially important  to  divert  the  patient  by  change  of  scene,  rest, 
cessation  from  pernicious  habits,  and  avoidance  of  worry  and  care. 


.    3.  UNCLASSIFIED  AFFECTIONS  OF  THE  PHARYNX. 

FUNGOID  GROWTHS  IN  THE  PHARYNX. 

Fungoid  affections  occurring  in  the  pharynx  are  of  two  varie- 
ties: {a)  thrusii ;  (b)  keratosis. 

(a)  Thrush. 

Thrush  is  an  affection  of  the  mouth  and  pharynx,  resulting  from 
yeast  fungi  which  are  termed  saccharoniyccs  albicans  or  oidium 
lactis.  It  is  more  common  in  infants  and  in  the  aged,  but  is  some- 
times dhserved  in  adults  during  the  later  stages  of  typhoid  fever 
and  other  severe  and  prohtnged  illnesses. 

Pathology. — The  pathogenic  species  under  consideration  induce 
a  growth  of  thrush  upon  the  surface  of  the  mucosa  of  the  moutli 
and  pharynx,  which  is  characterized  by  the  appearance  of  white 
cylindrical  or  oval  cells  about  the  size  of  a  small  bead.  They  some- 
times form  into  long  filaments  or  gradually  coalesce  into  small 
patches. 

Symptoms. — There  are  no  characteristic  subjective  symptoms. 
There  is  hut  little  pain,  but  the  affection  is  usually  accompanied  by 
digestive  disturbances. 

Treatment. — Whenever  the  disease  is  local  and  unattended 
with  severe  symptoms,  relief  will  usually  follow  a  thorough  clean- 
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ing  of  all  implements  of  the  dietary,  especially  the  nursing  bottles. 
At  the  same  time  the  mouth  should  be  thoroughly  sponged  with 
boric  acid  solution  after  each  feeding.  Regulation  of  diet  and 
hygiene  are  important. 

(b)   Keratosis. 

Synonyms. — Hyperkeratosis  (Wood),  mycosis  of  the  pharynx, 
pharyngomycosis,  mycosis  leptothrix. 

According  to  Wood,  keratosis  of  the  pharynx  is  an  affection 
characterized  by  tlie  development  of  white  horny  masses,  which 
project  chiefly  from  the  orifice  of  the  tonsillar  crypts,  but  which 
may  project  from  the  orifices  of  any  lymph  follicles  situated  in  the 
pharynx.  This  affection  is  more  common  between  the  ages  of 
twenty  and  forty. 

Pathology. — Examination  of  the  pharj-nx  reveals  an  aggrega- 
tion of  whitish  conical  excrescences  standmg  out  well  beyond  the 
orifices  of  the  lymph  follicles,  to  which  they  arc  firmly  adherent. 
In  the  tonsils  the  crypts  become  distended  with  a  horny  mass  which 
is  arranged  in  layers,  and  between  whicli  various  organisms  mul- 
tiply and  grow.  They  vary  in  size  from  a  pinhead  to  a  kernel  of 
rice.  The  parts  affected  are  usually  the  faucial  and  lingual  tonsils, 
lateral  pharyjigeal  walls,  and  base  of  ttie  tongue. 

Symptoms. — As  a  rule,  there  are  no  symptoms  and  the  disease 
is  accidentally  discovered  while  inspecting  the  throat.  At  the  base 
of  the  tongue  they  are  liable  to  irritate  the  epiglottis  and  produce 
a  sensation  of  roughness  and  tickling  in  the  throat. 

Diagnosis. — Keratosis  may  be  mistaken  for  chronic  lacunar 
tonsillitis.  In  keratosis  the  masses  are  tough,  firmly  adherent,  and 
difficult  to  remove.  Furthermore,  keratosis  is  not  invariably  con- 
fined to  the  area  of  the  tonsil. 

Treatment. — The  symptoms  are  rarely  of  sufficient  severity  to 
necessitate  treatment,  and  spontaneous  recovery  usually  takes  place 
after  a  considerable  period  of  time.  Forcil)le  removal  of  the  masses 
is  usually  followed  by  recurrence.  In  cases  where  the  symptoms 
are  annoying  to  the  patient  it  is  feasible  to  destroy  the  offending 
masses  by  means  of  the  galvanocautery  puncture,  the  process 
requiring  penetration  through  the  mass  into  the  lymph  follicles  for 
a  distance  of  at  least  four  millimetres.  The  inflammatory  reaction 
from  the  galvanocautery  is  considerable ;  hence,  but  few  punctures 
should  be  made  at  one  sitting. 


SECTION    III, 
The  Larynx, 


CHAPTER  XLVin 
ACUTE  INFLAMMATORY  DISEASES. 

Anatomical  Points  of  Interest. — The  anatomical  landmarks  of 
the  larynx -of  intcrc^^t  to  th«  surt^ctm  arc  depicted  in  ihc  accompany- 
ing illuslratiotis  (rom  Deaver's  "Surgical  Anatomy  nt  the  Head  and 
Xeck."  Anatomy  of  the  suiwriur  aperture  of  the  larynx  is  shown 
in  FiK-  "t^;  thai  of  the  external  anterior  surface  in  I'lg.  4'X);  tlut 
of  the  external  posteriur  surface  in  Kig.  491  and  the  Jnlerior  lateral 
view  in  l"ig.  492. 


1.  ACUTE  INFECTIOUS  EPIGLOTTITIS. 

Synonyms. — Acute   epiglottitis ;  angina   eptgloltidea   anl< 
(Michell. 

The    term   acute    infections    epiglottitis    iij    used    to    define   a 
primary  acute  infection  which  is  limited  in  area  to  the  cpiglottu-l 
Cases  of  this  type  have  been   reported   by   Michel  and   Thci*cn,j 
wherein   the   inllanimatory   prtxess   was   confined   to   the   anterior' 
surface  of  the  epiglottis  and  usually  with  edema.     Kyle  does  nut 
believe  that  ihe  disease  under  consideration  exists  except  in  con- 1 
junction  with  an  associated  laryngitis.     The  author  lias  observed 
one  case  of  this  type  in  a  man  forty  years  old  who  apparently  had 
developed  a  primary   local  edema  of  the  anterior  surface  of  the 
epiglottis,  but  upon  close  inspection  congestion  of  tlic  intraUryn- 
geal  mucosa  was  evident. 

Ilajck  has  shown  that  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  antericr| 
surface  of  the  epiglottis   is  less  adherent   than   on   the   posterior 
surface ;    for  this  reason   edema  of  the  anterior  surface  is   more 
common. 

Diagnosis. — ^The  diagnosis  is  based  upon  the  characteristic 
symptoms,  viz.:  a  sudden  attack  of  inHammation  of  the  tit^>ae> 
overlying  the  epiglottis,  attended  with  fever,  swelling  and  cdenu« 
which  is  limited  chteHy  to  its  lingual  surface,  and  painful  deglu- 
tition. It  should  Ikt  differentiated  from  angioneurotic  edema,  which 
develops  without  fever,  the  edematous  tissue  of  the  latter  being  i 
grayish  color,  and  from  acute  infectious  laryngitis,  by  the  absence 
of  laryngeal  symptoms. 

Treatment.^Al  the  outset  the  pa1ii*nt  sliouM  be  placed  in  bed 

with  the  head  elevated.    The  administration  of  calomel  and  salines 

produces  a  favorable  vH'cct.    The  chief  indication  for  treatmrat  of 
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the  local  lesion  is  to  relieve  the  cdenia.  This  i^  best  accomplished 
by  a  series  of  incisions  of  ^iulTu!il•nL  depth  tii  affurd  drainage  to  the 
watcrUigged  tissues.  The  scantier  devised  by  Tobold  (Fig-  4y5) 
is  a  safe  and  convenient  instrument  for  ihh  pnrjjose. 


Fig.  JfW.^Stiprrior  ajicrlHrc  of  llir  larynx.     (Pravfr,  with  pcrmissior..) 
ii.  vDcitl  tHini):  K  ventricular  basd:  r.toniJI:  J,  >d«aal(t  dime  ■!  bsM  of 
tonipiv:  *.  lcr«m«D  c;n.-tim:  f,  posMrtoi  wall  of  i)lwrTa>;  p.eoratciUum  lan'aste: 
k,  concKortn   tuiiitiEe:  i,  riirsfliitii*:  1.  innlian  tlawiooiitalolllc  tolO:  I.  luagttonm 
pmpUim;  i*.cln:iuo\-aJlB(epapLlK. 

Relief  by  means  of  scarification  is  not  invariably  permanent, 
and  it  is  often  necessary  to  repeat  the  scarification  at  intervals.  A 
patient  suffering  with  this  disease  should  n<it  lie  left  unattended 
by  the  surf^eon  or  his  assistant  uiiiil  the  ctlema  has  sufficiently 
subsided  and  all  danger  of  suffocation  has  paswd,  inasmuch  as 
fatal  cases  have  been  reported.  A  tracheotomy  tube  should  be  at 
hand  in  order  to  meet  the  emergency  of  urgent  dyspnea.     Ice-bags 


748  THE  LARYNX. 

applied  over  the  anterior  surface  of  the  neck  have  been  recom- 
mended, and  iced  sprays  containing  ichthyol  have  been  used  with 
success  by  Meyjer,  while  Tyson  used  a  J^  per  cent,  solution  of 
ichthyol  applied  locally  to  the  epiglottis  every  half  hour  during  the 
acute  stage.  A  spray  solution  of  the  following  ingredients  is  of 
great  benefit : — 

B  Tannin  ^l^ccrid, 
Lemon  juice, 
Sol.  adrenalin  chlorid,  1:10,000, 

Normal   salt  solution aa  3ij. 

Sig. :  Keep  in  cold  place  and  spray  larynx  every  half  hour  or  every 
hour. 

2.  SIMPLE  ACUTE  LARYNGITIS. 

Synonyms. — .-\cutc  catarrhal  laryngitis;  laryngorrhea.  In 
young  children  the  disease  is  termed  spasmodic  croup,  or  spasmodic 
laryngitis. 

AS  OBSERVED  IN  ADULTS. 

This  disease  is  characterized  by  an  acute  inflammatory  process 
involving  the  laryngeal  mucosa.  It  rarely  occurs  as  a  purely  local 
affection,  the  laryngeal  inflammation  being  merely  part  of  a  more 
general  attack  which  involves  the  upper  respiratory  tract  and  often 
the  trachea  and  bronchi  as  well.  While  annoying  on  account  of  the 
attendant  dryness  and  hoarseness,  it  is  usually  trivial  in  its  conse- 
quences, except  to  singers,  teachers  and  public  speakers,  who 
become  temporarily  incapacitated  thereby.  Certain  individuals  are 
subject  to  recurrent  attack.^,  especially  during  the  spring  and  fall 
change  of  seasons. 

Etiology. — ^SimpIc  acute  laryngitis  is  caused  in  exactly  the 
same  manner  as  tliat  more  commcm  affection,  simple  acute  rhinitis 
{see  Cliapter  XXXIII ).  The  chief  predisposing  factors  are  chronic 
rhinitis,  (tl)struclive  nasal  lesions,  chronic  laryngitis,  abuse  of  alco- 
hol and  tobacco,  erupti\c  fevers,  bodily  fatigue,  and  certain  systemic 
disturbances,  espcriiilly  those  of  vasomotor,  digestive  and  tuxic 
origin:  while  overwork,  sedentary  haliits  and  bad  hygiene,  bv 
lowering  the  t)o(liIy  reiiistance,  become  causative  factors.  Of  the 
exciting  causes,  innUie  iiodily  exposure,  especially  of  the  feet,  the 
inhalation  of  noxious  gases  and  emanations,  and  bad  ventilation  are 
ttic  chief. 

Pathology. — The  patliological  changes  are  identical  with  those 
observed  in  other  portions  of  tlie  respiratory  tract  under  similar 
condition-;  ;ind  heretofore  described  (Chapter  XXXIIH,  with  the 
same  -stages,  but  with  less  secretion,  owing  to  the  fact  that  gland- 
ular development  in  ibc  larynx  is  meagre.  During  the  initial  stage 
there  is  congestion  and  engorgement  of  the  blood-vessels,  followed 
by  infiltration  of  the  mucosa  with  leucocytes  and  round  cells,  the 
latter  condition  tending  to  diminish  the  lumen  of  the  lar^'nx.  This 
stage  is  soon  followed  by  the  appearance  of  exudate,  the  character 
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of  which  is  Ihhi  and  walcry 
at  first,  but,  owing  iu  Lhc 
desquamation  of  epithe- 
lium, it  gradually  becomes 
denser  an»!  lighter  in  color. 
Occasionally  the  inflamma- 
tory process  extendi  tr>  the 
muscles,  when  the  move- 
ments of  the  arytenoids 
and  vocal  cords  become 
impaired. 

Symptoms.  —  At  the 
commencement  there  is 
slight  cliilline*s,  las'*itudc 
and  some  rise  of  tempera 
tiirc,  with  a  distinct  sensa- 
tion o£  burning,  itchinp  or 
tickling  within  the  larynx. 
This  is  soon  followed  by 
hoarseness  and  a  dry.  hack- 
ing cou^h.  During  llic 
second  stage  the  syinptuni> 
are  all  agj^jravated,  jihiina- 
lion  often  becoming  pain- 
ful, hoarseness  marked,  and 
complete  loss  of  voice  mav 
ensue. 

Cough  continues,  ex- 
pccloraiion  is  scanty,  and 
dysphagia  may  be  com- 
plained of.  The  tempera- 
ture rarely  rises  above 
102".  The  inflammation 
is  general  throughout  the 
entire  mucosa,  wiili  suffi- 
cient swelling  to  interfere 
with  the  mobility  of  the 
parts.  Kdema  is  rare.  Al 
the  commencement  of  Ibc 
third  stage  a  mucopurulent 
secretion  appears,  which 
relieves  the  dryness.  The 
cough  becomes  less  rasp- 
ing, pain  subside*,  and  re- 
covery gradually  endues. 
Slight  hemorrhages  some- 
limes  occur  as  The  result 
of  the  severe  strain  pro- 
duced upon  the  congested 
membranes    hy     the     par- 
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FiR.  490,  — Aatt-rinr  cxlcrnal  slnicttires  of  the 
lurj'ns.  {Dc9Vtr,  wilb  pcrmis«iuD.) 
a.  KT*«U-r  coniu  «t  lir»)d  bono:  h.  )M*«r  c«niii 
of  brold  htior:  r.  UUral  portloD  uf  IbjTo-byi)!' 
mcsiDraaD:  d.  intnniKl  tarrDSMl  nrrvc;  t,  aupcrlor 
turimyttal  arlvry:  /.  tll)rro1d  cartllnK>>.  ir.  crlro- 
thyroid  ni»RibrBDr:  A.  crlc«-ibrcoiil  muscle;  (. 
Uiprnl  lobn  of  iliyrold  slaiid:  ',  trit-hra;  i. 
lathniua  ot  thjrrciM  itlnnd:  t.  nplKlodln:  it.  hruld 
bone:  r.  crntm  portion  cf  tbyre-byaid  mniibrnup: 
V.  lnfi»Tlor  i-nniiirti  lor  miinFla  of  pbarytii:  p. 
■u|>erlor  Ihyratd  artc-rir;  o.  rrlra-tlivroid  nncry: 
■1.  tnrator  gInMlitIrp  Ihymldnii  Tnuu^ln;  m,  CTtrtAA 
cartlUge;   fc,   lorerlor  tnyrold  vclna. 
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oxysms  of  coughing.  Objeclively,  the  laryngeal  mucosa  appears 
iniL'riscly  iiillamed.  the  vocal  curds  are  red  and  sometimes  dotted 
with  small  areas  of  eccliymt>-sis.  The  infiltration,  which  involves 
the  arytenoids,  ventricular  bands  and  rim  of  the  epijflniii*;,  inter- 
feres with  Ihc  free  movement  of  the  vocal  cords.  Accunmlatioos 
of  secretion  are  visible,  especially  in  the  posterior  commissure. 

Prognosis. — With  proper  care  and  treatment  the  disease  is  not 
serious  and  recovery  takes  place  in  from  four  to  seven  days.  In 
neglected  castes  occurring  in  persons  with  lowered   vitality   from 

any  cause,  or  those  who  suffer 
(mm  chronic  laryngitis,  ihc  in- 
flaTumation  and  intiltration  may 
persist  for  some  time.  Re- 
peated attacks  teml  to  estab- 
lish a  chronic  laryngeal  intlam- 
mntiitn. 

General  and  Preventive . 
Treatment.  — T)\t  necessary 
measures  for  general  treatment 
arc  those  already  described  for 
acute  catarrh;il  rhinitis  (stt 
preventive  treatment  of  bcdic 
rhinitis),  and  if  instituted  early 
terminate  the  attack. 

Local  Treatment.  —  H  se- 
vere, with  rise  >■(  temperntiire. 
the  patient  sh'uild  he  adviwd 
to  remain  in  a  warm  ri»)ni.  and 
in  the  case  of  singers  and 
public  .«peakeri  the  voiee 
should  be  given  complete  rest. 
All  conversaiirm  should  be  in 
whispcrv  Free  calomel  and 
^aline  purgation  is  of  ine«tim- 
able  value.  The  application  of 
a  cold  compress  or  an  ice-cv»il 
lo  the  laryn-t  for  a  few  hour^ 
during  the  early  stage  of  tlie 
diiieane  tends  to  retard  atid 
diminish  the  inflammatory  pro- 
cess, Cimgh  should  Ue  con- 
trolled in  order  to  minimize 
the  muscular  movements  of  tl»e 
larynx.  .\  useful  sedative  will 
be  found  in  codeine,  gr.  yi  to  J^  every  four  hours  or  hcnMn. 
gr.  ',21  every  three  hours.  The  imralaryngeal  applications  of  5irc«C 
astringents  sometimes  advisctl  arc  harmful,  since  they  cause  severe 
pain,  aggravate  the  symptoms,  and  never  arc  beneficial.  Applica- 
tions to  ihe  membranes  should  invariably  be  of  a  soothing  natttrc. 
InsuHlations  arc  likewise  iU-advi^ed  on  account  of  the  paroxy»in< 
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of  cough  which  ihey  proilnce.  Tiie  diaphorelic  effect  of  a  hoi  mus- 
tard foL>tbatIi  in  conjtinclion  with  a  hot  drauKht  of  lime  or  lemonade 
is  soothinj:^  and  hastens  the  stage  f>f  exudation. 

The  folluwing  may  be  administered  as  an  expectorant: — 

H  Ammonii  chloridi Sss. 

Syr.  scillie. 
Syr,  Ti^tutani, 

Spr.  sth.  nitroiu  **  5i- 

Elix.  simp «].  K.  ad  ^v, 

M.    Sig.:    Tragpuunful  every  four 
hours. 


/- 
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Much  reh'ef  to  the  dry,  Inflamed 
incnifjranes  mav  be  obtained  from 
medicated  sLeani  jnhaUtiinis.  .'\uy 
rt'liable  form  of  inhaler  (Fig.  497) 
will  suffice.  To  the  boiling  water 
may  Iw  added  10  drops  of  .spirits  of 
camphor,  10  grains  of  menthol,  or  a 
dram  of  compound  tincture  of  benzoin 
to  the  pint.  The  inhalations  should 
continue  almiit  ten  minutes  and  be  re- 
peated every  two  hours.  \'apor.s  ol 
creo-sote  and  eucalyptol  have  hkewise 
been  recommended,  but  are  Ic^s  effica- 
cious. Mild  conntcrirritants  o\-er  the 
larynx  in  the  form  of  sinapisms,  or 
rubbing  with  a  mixture  of  e^jual 
parts  of  luqjcnline  and  ohvc-oil, 
may  allay  the  cough  during  ihe 
second  stage,  and  at  night  it  may 
become  necessary  to  relieve  the 
tickling  sensation  in  the  larynx  by 
the  use  of  .some  form  of  lozenge, 
to  be  gradually  dissolved  in  the 
mouth.  One  comi>osed  "f  cideine. 
gr.  '/io,  and  camphomenthol,  gr.  ',20. 
has  proven  most  efficacious  in  the 
author's  practice. 

By  promptly  resorting  to  the 
foregoing  measures  an  acute  attack 
may  be  partially  aborted,  with  com- 
plete recovery  in  from  thirty-six  to 
forty-eight  hours.  Immediate  relief, 
in  order  that  an  engagement  may  be  filled,  is  often  demande<i  by 
persons  professionally  engaged — singers,  public  speakers,  etc. 
Such  individuals  .should  be  strongly  advised  against  singing  or 
speaking  when  the  larynx  is  acutelv  inflamed,  and  warned  that  the 
attempt  is  frauglit  with  con?siderahIe  danger  nf  producing  a  long- 
continued  laryngitis.  ])rolonged  weakness  and  inefficiency  of  the 
laryngeal  muscles,  and  possible  sufficient  damage  to  the  voice  to 
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require  prolonged  rest.    Shf>u]d  a  patient,  ii»  the  face  of  such  advic< 
insUt  upun  an  atienipt  to  fuiiill  ihc  engagement,  it  becomes  imperx-^ 
live  to  afford  him  as  much  aid  as  is  |Kissible  while  so  doin^.    Ti 
this  end  Watson  \\  iliiams  advises  strychnia,  (;r.  J-jk,.  admimstert 
by  hypodernjatic,  and  twenty  minute*  preceding  the  engagement 
to  atomize  the  throat  with  deep  inhalaiinns  of  a  solution  compute* 
of  Ihe  ((dlowing:— 

B  Meiiiluil gr.  vj. 

Muipli-  sulpli Iff,  »#, 

Cocairo:  hydroclil. ,  gr.  ij. 

Acidi  nlriri .....,, Rixv. 

Olci   vanflini Si«. 

A    small   amount   of   a    1:3000  si>1ulion   of  adrenalin    ch1or{< 
spraytd  directly   into  the  larynx   produces  conlraclinn   uf  the  ti< 
sues  wilhout  ill  elTccls.     Uuring  llic  engagement  the  codcia  Uut- 
cn^e  above  mentioned  may  be  alluwe<]  to  dissolve  in  the  mouth. 
Patients  arc  sometimes  temporarily  bcnchtcd  by  the  cmplayment 


Fig.  4^3. — The  Intratracheal  catinuU  snd  syrtnst. 


of  mild  astringents.  A  spray  of  chlorid  of  zinc,  10  prains  lo  Ihej 
ounce  of  water,  is  UKUalty  employed  when  an  astringent  is  indi- 
cated. An  intratracheal  injection  (I^ig.  493 1  of  a  2  per  cent,  soluti'jn 
of  camphor  and  menllu>l  in  l>enzoinul,  at  lea^l  len  mtuutcs  prc\*iou9 
to  singing  or  speakin*;,  give-*  much  relief  and  is  of  nialen'al  aid  Vt 
the  voice.  Intratracheal  injection:*  employed  three  or  frmr  lime* 
daily  produce  great  relief  of  the  distressing  dry  couyh  and  laryii' 
geal  irritation.  The  injection  should  be  carried  ini.»  ihe  larynx 
through  a  long  curved  cannula  attached  to  a  syringe.  The  paticnl 
withdraws  the  tongue  and  the  surgeon  introduces  the  laryngeal 
mirror,  and,  as  sooii  as  he  obtains  a  vicwof  the  interior  of  the  larynx,  | 
the  cannula  is  guided  into  position.  The  patient  is  then  in»tructed 
to  inhale  and  iJie  remedy  is  shiwly  instilled  into  the  larvnx.  The 
smarting  and  discomfort  is  momentary,  and  it  is  foflowed  hr, 
immediate  relief. 

When  hemorrhage  occurs  the  patient  should  be  placed  in  bed 
and  the  larynx  carefully  sprayed  with  a  I :  .SOOO  solution  of  adrenalin 
chlorid,  an  ice-coil  should  be  placed  upon  the  neck  and  ice  admin- 
istered by  the  mouth.  Kdcma  is  a  rare  oecttrrence  in  uncomplicated  ■ 
simple  acute  laryngitis.  Should  it  occur,  prompt  surgical  inter-' 
ference  becomes  necessary  and  the  edematous  tissue  must  be  incised 
after  ttie  manner  describe*!  for  oedema  glotlidis  li>age  7371. 
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SIMPLE  ACUTE  LARYNGITIS  IN  CHILDREN. 

Synonyms. — Spasmodic  croup ;  spasmodic  laryngitis ;  false 
croup;  laryngitis  stridulosa. 

In  young  ciiildren  from  one  to  five  years  of  age  simple  acute 
laryngitis  is  more  serious,  owing  to  the  smaller  calibre  of  the 
larynx  and  the  com] )a rati vely  greater  amount  of  intralaryngeal 
swelling.  These  give  rise  to  additional  symptoms  of  extreme  dysp- 
nea, with  stridulous  respiration.  The  temperature  is  higher  than 
in  adults,  often  reaching  104°  to  105°,  and  the  dry,  metallic  cough 
may  be  accompanied  by  alarming  embarrassment  of  respiration. 
The  paroxysms  arc  usually  nocturnal  and  are  aggravated  by  the 
accumulations  of  thickened  mucus  which  are  retained  during  sleep. 

Enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids  strongly  predispose  to  the 
attacks. 

Symptoms. — The  spasmodic  attack  is  usually  preceded  by  a 
day  or  two  of  hoarseness  and  a  croupy  cough,  during  which  the 
child  is  cross  and  restless,  and  the  skin  is  dry  and  hot.  The 
typical  paroxysm  comes  on  during  the  early  part  of  the  night,  when 
the  child  awake.s  suddenly  with  alarming  dyspnea,  stridulous 
breathing  and  a  frantic  struggle  for  air  which  continues  without 
abate  until  the  retained  secretions  are  dislodged.  Recurrence  may 
take  place  several  times  during  the  night,  and  the  attacks  may  be 
expected  to  recur  for  at  least  three  nights. 

Diagnosis. — The  diagnosis  is  based  upon  the  absence  of  the 
typical  symptoms  of  diphtheria,  membranous  laryngitis,  pressure 
from  neoplasms,  abscesses,  or  glandular  enlargement  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity. 

Treatment. — Laryngitis,  even  in  slight  form,  occurring  in 
infants  calls  for  prompt  measures  in  order  that  the  nocturnal 
paroxysms  of  croup  may  be  prevented.  A  brisk  cathartic,  castor- 
oil  preferred,  rest  in  bed  and  the  employment  of  steam  inhalations, 
medicated  with  compound  tincture  of  benzoinol,  a  dram  to  the  pint 
of  water,  administertd  under  a  tent ;  hot  fomentations  applied  to 
the  neck  and  brisk  rubbing  of  the  neck  and  chest  with  camphorated 
oil,  are  the  remedies  usually  employed.  For  internal  medication 
the  following  expectorant  formula  is  recommended  by  Parker; — 

B  Vini  ipecacuanha iH^ii, 

Solution  of  amnioniiim  acetate iii_xv. 

Ammonium    carbonate    gr,  ss. 

Syrup  of  Tolu   n^x, 

Aqux    q.  s.  atl  3j. 

M.     Sig. :    Every  four  hours. 

Minute  doses  of  codeine,  gr.  ^0  every  three  hours,  for  a  child- 
of  three  years  of  age,  may  be  given  when  the  cough  is  severe  and 
the  child  sleepless  therefrom.    Bosworth  administers  codeine  in  the 
following  formula : — 

*9 
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K  Dilute  hydriKyamc  acid n^i;. 

Cndeinc. .....••<.....-•.. gr,  its. 

Carlioiiatr  ui  ummontum gr.  xv. 

Cherry  laurel  water *..,.- q.  s.  ad  £j. 

M.    Sig. :    A  teaspoon  (ul  cvrrv  t»o  houn  to  i  chitd  of  Mven  jrMn. 
less  in  pro[iortion  fur  younger  chililreii. 

The  nose  should  be  kept  free  from  accumulated  secretion  by 
spraying^  with  an  alkaline  solution.  For  the  paroxysm  a  hot 
muAtard  bath  composed  nf  1  dram  of  mustard  to  the  K^llcin  of 
water,  at  a  Temperature  of  from  100°  to  110*  F.,  may  bf  given  with 
much  benefit-  The  child  should  remain  immersed  in  tliis  solution 
for  eif-ht  or  ten  minutes  and  then  be  wrapped  in  blankets  and  placed 
in  l>c<l  underneath  a  lent  in  which  a  steam  kettle  is  in  ctniat^it 
use.  If  cmcsis  can  be  induced  the  relief  will  mure  quickly  ensue. 
This  may  be  accomplished  by  lickliiij^  the  patient's  fauces  with  the 
linger.  The  administration  of  emetics  is  slower  in  action  and  often] 
induces  severe  indigestion,  which  may  persist  for  several  days. 

It  may  here  be  stated  tliat  measures  so  serious  as  trachentnim 
and  iniuhation  are  rarely  re<iuired  fnr  the  relief  M  the  p.ir. 
of  spasmodic  croup.     Should  the  M-niptoms  remain  obdui.. 
enicj-i*  imperatively  demanded,  a  dose  of  one  dram  of  the  wiiic  utj 
ipecacuanha,  or  sulphate  of  zinc,  grs.  10  to  20,  dissolved  in  milk, 
should  he  administered  at  one  dose- 
Subsequent  to  the  attack  the  child   should   be  examined   fc 
diseased   tonsils  and  adenoids,   placed  under   proper  hygiene  »ut-| 
roundinifs.  and  his  clothing,  diet  and  habits  should  be  rej^ulaied  |»] 
meet  the  condiii<ms  of  climate,  season  nt  the  year  and  hi*,  ^tate  of^ 
liealth.     OiiMren  who  are   free  from  diseased  innsils  and  a 
who  arc  kept  much  of  the  time  in  the  open  air,  and  arc  »•■ 
died"  or  overclothcd.  especially  about  the  throat,  are  rarely  subject) 
to  ."spasmodic  croup. 

3.  ACUTE  INFECTIOUS  LARYNGITIS. 
Synonyms. — .\cute  edematous  laryngitis;  icdema  gloiiidis, 

DUE  TO  GENERAL  INFECTIONS. 

Acute  infection  of  the  iarynncal  mucosa  occurring  in  the  ctmr 
of   the   exanthemata   and   other   specitie    fcver.s   arc    described    it 
Chapters  XXXI  and  XXXII. 


DUE  TO  LOCAL  INFECTIONS. 

{a)  Acute  Edematous  Laryngitis. 

Acute  edematous  laryngitis  is  an  acute  intlammatory  prt 
of  septic   origin,   involving  the   laryngeal   mucosa   and   occai 
sometimes  primarily.  l)ut  more  often  in  conjunction   with  jtatt 
genie    intlammations    of   nearby    structures.      Tlie    infection    miy\ 
involve  the  mucous  membrane  alone,  the  submucous  (issues,  aod 
it  may  invade  the  perichondrium  of  the  laryngeal  cartilages. 
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llic  superficial  form,  whcreiii  ilic  nuicnus  nifniltranc  (miy  liccoines 
intlanicd,  llic  sjmptonis  arc  similar  to  tho-ic  nf  sini|ile  acute  laryn- 
gilifi.  Inn  witli  a  higher  range  of  Lcmperalure  and  longer  duration. 
When  die  inieciious  process  invades  the  submucous  areas  the 
attack  h  characterize*!  hy  sudden  and  severe  inflammation  of  the  larynx, 
with  c.lenia.  and  distressing  dyspnea. 

Etiology. — The  excitant  is  always  some  form  of  pathogenic 
micru-ttrganism.  of  which  the  slreplucuccu>  is  the  most  common. 
It  is  more  cnnimon  in  male^  and  is  essentially  a  disease  of  middle 
life.  The  disi-ase  rarely  occurs  as  a  primary  affection,  hut  is  second- 
ar)*  to  septic  tonsillitis,  pharynjfeal  phlcfjmon.  peritonsillar  absct-ss. 


.-i 
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I  it:  I'  I  rite  Hays  phar>'ngtiscope  and  Ur>-niroscope.  A,  First 
position  in  illuming  the  tn>itrtiiiicnl,  B,  The  phaf y tif{aitcopc  in  place 
with  the  muuth  clu^ell.    {Hays,  witli  permiskion.) 


rysipclas,  or  aiipina  l.udovu-i.  Systemic  affcdions,  especially  the 
spccilic  fevers,  diabetes,  Itright's  disease  or  alcoholism,  arc  con- 
tributins  factors. 

Pathology. — Primarily  llic  attack  induces  rapid  and  severe 
inflammatory  changes  in  which  the  laryngeal  mucosa  become* 
intensely  congested,  swollen  and  infiltrated  with  serous  exudate. 
Edema  rapidly  supervene*  and  may  involve  the  entire  larynx,  but 
it  is  usually  confined  to  the  epiglottis  and  llic  tissues  surrounding 
the  arytenoids,  .^s  the  edema  increases,  the  epiglottis  entirely  hiscs 
its  normal  outlines  and  becomes  a  large,  bulbous  mass  (I'tg.  4%). 
Tn  like  manner  the  mucosa  in  the  region  of  the  arytenoids  may 
become  edematous.  Subglottic  edema  is  rare  except  in  the  severest 
cases.  The  pmccss  uf.ually  resolves  without  tissue  necrosis,  but 
severe  cases  are  likely  to  terminate  in  large  sloughs  or  abscesses. 

Sjmiptoms. — The  symptoms  are  somewhat  varied.     In  mild 
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cases  the  patients  complain  of  sore  throat,  with  dryness  and  full- 
ness. As  soon  as  the  epiglottis  becomes  congested,  dysphagia 
appears,  while,  with  the  development  of  edema,  dyspnea  may  be 
expected.  Mild  cases  with  low  temperature  and  little  edema  are 
unaccompanied  by  severe  symptoms,  except  some  hoarseness  and 
hawking  attempts  to  relieve  the  sensation  of  fullness.  VVIien  the 
disease  is  more  severe  it  is  ushered  in  by  rigors,  moderate  rise  of 
temperature,  and  intense  pain  and  discomfort  in  the  larynx,  par- 
tially from  inflammation  and  partially  from  pressure.  This  is 
accompanied  with  dysphagia  and  often  urgent  dyspnea,  which  in 
many  patients  produces  a  fear  of  imi)cnding  ^suffocation.  For  atiout 
thirt3'-six  hours  the  symptoms  continue  to  increase  in  severity, 
after  which  the  crisis  may  tie  exjicclcd.  When  abscess  develops 
there  is  no  definite  time  of  crisis  and  all  synii)tnms  may  be  alarming 


Fig.  495.^ — The  Tolmlil  rom-calcd  liiryiincal  sc.Trifier, 


for  several  days,  during  which  the  lcm])eraturc  curve  will  indicate 
sepsis,  and  jiaiii  will  he  severe,  i'liis  atTcction  occurring  in  weak- 
ened iiidivi(htals  wlin  ]i:i\i'  <liahclcs  nr  Itright's  disca.-e,  or  during 
convalesciiKc  from  any  nf  tlic  infcrtinn-;  fevers,  or  when  compli- 
cated with  general  iiifoelimi  df  tlic  ni<]KT  air  ])assages,  leads  to  citlicr 
and  nmre  alarming  symptoms  and  cimiplicalinns,  the  chief  of  whicli 
are  great  prostration,  septic  pneummiia  and  extreme  dyspnea.  .\ 
fatal  issue  snnietimes  en-;nes  fr<tm  exhau'^tion  or  cardiac  failure. 

Diagnosis.— IC\aminati(^n  of  the  larynx  cither  by  the  laryngeal 
niirnir  or  l)y  tlie  Hays  pi  laryngoscope  (  ["'igs.  1*'  and  4'H)  reveals 
iiUensc  engorgement  and  edema.  This  condition  in  a  patient  giving 
a  history  of  dyspnea,  dyspliagia  and  severe,  irritating  cough  of  short 
(hiration  is  sufficient  to  estabhsh  a  diagnosis.  It  may  be  confounded 
with  foreign  bmlies.  traumatism,  burns  and  scalds,  or  with  cancer,  svph- 
ilis  and  tuberculosis. 

Prognosis.— 1  n  the  simpler  cases,  tuider  proper  treatment,  the 
progiinsi.-  is  good.  Death  may  occur  from  suffocation.  exhanstii.>n. 
general  sc])sis,  or  from  cardiac  or  pulmonary  complicati<ins. 

Treatment, — At  the  onset  the  patient  shoidd  be  instructed  tn 
remain  in  bed  in  a  we!l-\'eiitilatcd  room  of  even  temperature. 

General  Treatment. — The  patient's  strength  should  be  sus- 
tained tiy  the  free  use  of  plain,  wholesome,  soft  diet,  consisting  uf 
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meat  broths,  milk,  eggnog,  etc.  Stimulants  are  admissible,  espe- 
cially after  symptoms  of  exhaustion  appear.  The  medicinal  treat- 
ment should  be  commenced  with  a  brisk  cathartic,  calomel  pre- 
ferred. If  grippe,  rheumatism  or  gout  be  present,  phenacetin  and 
salol,  in  doses  of  2  to  3  grs.  each,  every  three  hours,  or  of  aspirin, 
5  grs.  every  four  hours,  will  relieve  pain  and  shorten  the  duration 
of  the  disease.  Strychnia  is  often  required  to  sustain  the  heart. 
Many  authors  recommend  the  internal  administration  of  large  doses 
of  tincture  of  perchlnrid  of  iron.  This  drug  never  has  produced 
marked  relief  in  the  author's  experience.  Free  doses  of  codeia,  from 
34  to  1  gr.  every  four  hours  in  aduUs,  relieves  the  cough,  pain  and 
irritation,  and  this,  in  turn,  tends  to  relieve  the  e<iema.  The  bromids 
are  beneficial  in  extreme  dyspnea,  especially  when  complicated  with 
pulmonary  affections  or  exhaustion  (Parker).  Semon  recommends 
the  frequent  inhalation  of  oxygen,  provided  any  pulmonary  compli- 
cation arises. 

Local  Treatment. — During   ttie   early   stages    relief    follows   the 
application    of    the    ice-coil    to    the    neck,    and    the    administration 


Fig.  496. — Edt'iii^  uf  tin;  tpiglottis  and  arytenoids  ri'lifvtd  by  incisions. 

of  ice  by  mouth.  Spraying  the  larynx  with  a  2  per  cent,  solution 
of  cocaine  has  been  extolled  and  is  admissible  except  to  those  pos- 
sessed of  an  idiosyncrasy,  or  who  are  exhausted  from  wasting  dis- 
eases. An  intratracheal  injection  (Fig.  493)  of  a  small  quantity 
of  a  solution  of  suprarenal  extract,  1 :  .SOOO.  with  or  without  the 
addition  of  cocaine,  is  most  efficacious  and  may  be  applied  hourly 
if  the  symptoms  demand. 

The  lemon-juice  and  adrenalin  spray  (see  page  748)  applied  to 
the  swollen  and  edematous  tissues  at  frequent  intervals  produces  an 
astringent  effect  and  at  the  same  time  reduces  the  swelling. 

Abscesses,  wherever  located,  should  .be  promptly  incised. 
Local  bloodletting,  whether  by  leeches  or  incision,  is  of  ques- 
tionable efficacy.  Whenever  edema  occurs,  especially  with  suffi- 
cient severity  to  cause  dyspnea,  the  edematous  tissue  should  be 
scarified  without  delay.  It  is  always  dangerous  to  leave  a  patient 
in  this  condition  unattended  by  the  surgeon,  because  of  the  danger 
of  suffocation,  and  a  sterile  tracheotomy  outfit  should  be  at  hand 
in  case  a  tracheotomy  becomes  necessary. 

The  operation  of  scarifying  should  be  preceded  by  an  appli- 
cation of  a  10  per  cent,  sohition  of  cocaine  over  the  edematous 
surfaces.  After  a  delay  of  ten  minutes,  with  a  curved  concealed 
laryngeal   knife    (Fig.   495)    the   parts   most   distended   should   be 
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incised  to  the  depth  of  about  5  millimeters,  and  5  to  10  millimeters 
in  length  (Fig.  496).  From  two  to  five  such  incisions  may  be  made 
at  one  sitting,  with  great  relief.  A  free  flow  of  blood  and  serum 
follows,  and  in  order  to  prevent  it  from  entering  the  larynx  the 
patient's  head  should  be  bent  forward  and  downward. 

Large  abscesses  are  sometimes  encountered,  the  opening  of 
which  may  be  followed  by  alarming  suffocation,  and  immediate 
tracheotomy  may  become  necessary.  In  those  cases  wherein  the 
edema  is  general  throughout  the  larynx,  tracheotomy  (Chapter 
XXXI)  offers  the  only  relief. 

Scarification  of  the  tissues  should  be  followed  by  continuous 
medicated  steam  inhalations.  Occasionally  these  are  not  well 
borne. 

MacEwen's  suggestion  that  a  soft-rubber  catheter  be  passed 
through  the  larynx  and  left  in  situ  until  the  edema  subsides  is 
worthy  of  mention. 

(b)  Acute  Infectious  Perichondritis. 

Etiology. — It  is  a  rare  affection  in  which  the  bacterial  invasion 
of  the  perichondrium  occurs  as  a  complication  of  acute  infectious 
fevers,  chieHy  typhoid,  typhus,  diphtheria,  erysipelas,  and  jiyemia, 
or  from  traumatism. 

Pathology. — The  disease  is  usually  local  and  confined  to  one 
cartilage,  and  the  infection  enters  tlirough  an  ai>rasion  or  ulcera- 
tion, or  through  the  blood  or  lymph  channels.  The  invasion  is 
characterized  by  swelling,  inflammation,  edema  and  more  or  less  loss  of 
motility.  If  resolution  does  not  take  place  the  deeper  structures  be- 
come involved,  necrosis  of  the  soft  tissue  takes  place  with  abscess 
formation,  or  the  necrotic  process  may  invade  tlic  cartilage  and  finally 
result  in  sloughing,  ankylosis,  adhesions,  laryngeal  deformities,  and. 
occasionally,  stenosis  of  the  larynx. 

Symptoms. — Localized  pain  in  the  larynx,  moderate  fever,  and 
chilly  sensations  arc  the  first  symptoms  complained  of.  As  the 
disease  progresses  and  the  swelling  encroaches  upon  the  lumen  of 
the  larynx,  the  patient  complains  of  sufTcication.  the  voice  becomes 
impaired,  and  the  genera!  appearance  is  that  of  extreme  anxietv. 
Meanwhile  there  is  no  cessation  of  the  pain,  and  there  is  marked 
impairment  of  the  movements  of  the  cartilage.  The  great  prostra- 
tion and  exhaustion  which  marks  tlie  accumulation  of  septic  prod- 
ucts may  be  of  sufficient  severity  to  cause  a  fatal  issue.  In  more 
favorable  cases,  with  proper  treatment,  where  the  necrosed  tissues 
either  slough  or  are  removed  by  surgical  means,  and  where  the 
abscesses  are  freely  opened  and  properly  drained,  recovery  is  the 
rule. 

Diagnosis. — The  diagnosis  is  based  upon  the  appearance  and 
the  history  of  localized  ]tain,  fever  and  abscess.  The  condition  shnuki 
1)6  differentiated  from  chronic  perichondritis  fsviihilitic.  tubercnlmis. 
cancerous). 

Prognosis. — The  majority  of  patients  recover,  but  troublesome 
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sequelae  in  the  form  of  iiupairmcnt  of  the  voice  and  partial  laryngeal 

stenosis  may  pcr-sisi  ihremgh  life. 

Treatment. — The  general  and  local  treatment  is  similar  to  that 
(or  acute  edematous  laryngitis  heretofore  described.  Alt  phonation 
must  be  prohibited  except  by  whispering.  In  advanced  cases 
surgical  measures  furnish  the  only  means  for  relief.  The  edema- 
tous tissue  within  the  Iar\-nx  should  he  Incised  at  several  points, 
Under  cocaine  ancstlicMa,  using  for  tin*;  purpose  the  curved,  concealed 
laryngeal  knife  (Fig.  495).  In  a  similar  matnicr  abscesses  should  be 
evacuated.  When  the  swelling  fluctuates  externally,  free  incision 
shoulit  tie  made  ittrough  llic  s,Uin  and  diiwo  to  ttie  seat  of  tlie  disease,  in 
the  cartilage.  If  possible  this  oi>eration  sfiould  be  done  under  local 
anesthesia. 

Alarming  dyspnea  calls  (nr  prompt  tracheotomy  unless  relief 
is  obtained  by  an  intralaryngeal  injection  (Fig.  49.1}  of  a  mixture 
containing  ciicaine,  4  per  cent.,  and  adrenalin.  1 :  5000,  or  ihc  astrin- 
gent spray   [page  "48).     Parker  recommends  the  following: — 

B  Poiassij  iodidi ., j,...».,..  yr,  xv. 

Afnmnnia  rarhonat gr.  iij. 

Fcrri  citrati*  ct  ammonia gr.  x. 

Aqux  q.  s.  ad  Ij. 


{<■)   Membranous  Laryngitis. 

Synonyms. — Mcmbraiiuus  eruup;  croupous  taryngiti.s;  pscudo- 
ineuibrauous  croup;  diphllieritic  laryngito;  idiopathic  membranous 
croup;  true  croup. 

Tlicre  are  two  general  varieties  of  membranous  laryngitis, 
viz.,  the  diphtheritic  and  the  non-diphihcritic.  The  former  (lar)'ngeal 
diphtlicria)  is  fully  described  In  Chapter  XXXT,  and  is  a  separate 
and  distinct  alTeclion  from  the  type  which  Is  herein  delincd.  In 
each  there  is  an  obstructive  inflammation  of  the  laryngeal  mucosa, 
with  an  outpouring  of  fibrinous  exudate. 

Mcnibrannus  laryngitis  is  idiopatliic.  non-contagious  and  non- 
communicable;  It  Is  local  in  its  course  and  the  membrane  is  con- 
fined to  the  laryngeal  region.  The  Klebs-LocHler  bacillus  is  never 
found,  and  tt  docs  nnt  terminate  in  paralysis  or  nenal  complications. 

Etiology. — Lowered  resistance  from  any  cause  predisposes  to 
this  alTcctinn.  The  disease  is  rare,  occurs  only  in  childhood,  and 
is  not  common  after  the  seventh  year.  It  is  often  difficult  to  deter- 
mine the  exciting  cause,  but  it  is  known  that  the  affection  may 
be  induced  by  applications  or  inhalatii>ns  of  irritants,  burns  and 
scalds  from  inhalations  of  sieam  or  smoke,  caustics  accidentally 
lapphed.  or  traumatism  from  nils,  falls  and  fractures.  Tliere  1^  con- 
siderable evi<lcnce  that  the  disease  develops  secondarily  to  scarlet  fever, 
small-pox.  pneumonia,  and  other  virulent  infection-*,  riipecially  the 
streptococcus. 

Pathology. — The  characteristic  pathnlogieal  allcraliou  Is  the 
appearance  01  a  true  fibrinous  membrane  on  the  laryngeal  mucosa 
similar  in  appearance  to  that  of  diphtheria,  but  without  llie  Klcbs- 
Locffler  bacillus.    The  exudate  is  fibrinous  and  is  located  upon  tlic 
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epiglottis,  arytenoid  cartilages,  and  ventricular  bands,  often  extending 
into  the  subglottic  space.  Occurring  in  cliildren,  it  is  difficult  to  inspect 
the  larynx  and  watch  the  development  of  the  membrane.  The  exudate 
is  yellowish,  less  adherent  than  in  diphtheria,  and  does  not  penetrate  as 
deeply  into  the  mucosa  as  the  lesion  of  the  diphtheria. 

Symptoms. — There  are  no  prodromal  symptoms.  The  disease 
comes  on  suddenly  and  at  the  commencement  there  is  hoarseness 
of  a  peculiarly  metallic  quality,  associated  with  some  malaise  and 
rise  of  temperature.  Cough  soon  ensues  and  is  low-pitched,  metallic 
and  extremely  croupy  in  character.  In  severe  cases  dyspnea, 
dysphagia  and  finally  complete  aphonia  are  among  the  early  symp- 
toms. Dyspnea  is  a  contfnuous  and  often  an  alarming  symptom.  Its 
onset  is  gradual  and  it  is  characterized  by  stridiilous.  crowing  noises, 
both  with  inspiration  and  expiration,  and  it  produces  the  clinical  picture 
of  impending  suffocation. 

Whenever  portions  of  the  membrane  come  away  as  the  result 
of  paroxysms  of  coughing  or  from  medication,  the  symptoms  par- 
tially subside.  During  the  paroxysms  there  is  extreme  restlessness. 
cyanosis,  the  head  is  thrown  backward,  and  usually  a1>dominal 
recession  occurs  witli  each  respiratory  act.  Unless  relieved  by  expul- 
sion of  membrane,  by  tracheotomy  ( h'ig.  399)  or  by  intnljation 
(Fig.  292).  the  patient  gra<hially  succumbs  and  death  from  asphyxiation 
ensues. 

Expulsion  i)f  the  membrane  invariably  brings  relief.  Further- 
more it  is  a  favorable  symptom,  even  though  the  membrane  re-forms. 
In  favorable  cases  the  membrane  exfoliates  spontaneously,  and 
after  a  period  of  from  three  to  five  days  the  exudate  disappears. 
Extension  of  the  membrane  and  the  development  of  pneumonia  are 
unfavorable  complications. 

Diagnosis. — The  disease  may  be  mistaken  for  spasmodic  croup, 
edema  of  the  larynx,  diphtheria,  ()r  foreign  bodies  in  the  larvnx. 
In  spasmodic  croup  there  is  mure  pain,  tlie  respiratory  disturbance 
is  less  prolonged,  and  there  is  no  iiieml)ranuus  exudate.  Larvngeal 
edema,  while  acconipanie<i  by  cough  and  lalxired  respiration,  the  cough 
is  less  metallic  and  usually  is  nioist  and  accompanied  by  exi>ectoration. 
Diphtheria  (see  Chapter  XXXI)  has  many  symptoms  in  common,  but 
there  is  usually  a  pharyngeal  deposit  of  membrane,  a  hist<»ry  of  con- 
tagion, more  constitutional  clisturbance.  and.  finally,  the  l»acterial 
examination  shows  the  presence  of  the  Klebs-Loeffler  bacillus.  Foreign 
bodies  in  the  larynx  may  cause  stridulous  respiration  and  cough,  but 
it  is  less  metallic,  less  hoarse,  there  is  no  fever  and  a  change  in  the 
position  of  the  patient's  body  often  causes  a  change  in  the  character 
of  tlie  symptoms. 

Prognosis. — The  prognosis  is  always  grave.  In  fatal  cases 
death  results  from  immediate  suffocation,  carbonic  acid  poisoning 
(asthenia),  or  pulmonary  complications.  Intubation  has  materiallv 
lowered  the  death  rate. 

Treatment. — During  the  early  stages,  previous  to  the  ftirmation 
of  the  niendtranous  exndatu.  alt  measures  heretofore  recommended 
for  acute  laryngitis  in  children  should  be  employed.     In  addition, 
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the  patient  should  be  kept  in  a  warm,  well-ventilated  room,  the 
atmosphere  of  which  is  ccmstantly  charged  with  steam.  The  steam 
may  be  generated  from  several  "crou^t  kettles"  (Fig,  407)  in  the 
absence  of  a  stove.  If  necessary  the  patient  may  be  kept  under- 
neath a  tent  snrchargcfl  with  *ilcani.  and  willi  only  a  sniall  ippeiiing 
for  ventilation.  Relief  is  siiinetimes  obtained  from  impregnating  the 
steam  with  camphor  or  menthol.  Slcani  impregnated  with  unslaked 
lime  has  been  advocated  fwr  inhalations.  It  is  generated  hy  placing  a 
targe  lump  of  lime  in  a  wooden  bucket  containing  four  or  5ve  quarts  of 
Ijoiliug  water.     The  cflfecl  of  the  menthol  may  also  be  obtained  by 


Fig.  497. — Croup  kettle  or  su , 


liming  crj-Mals  in  a  spoon  or  other  receptacle  over  a  flame.  These 
remedies  are  all  employed  for  the  purpose  of  decreasing  and  disloiiging 
the  mcmbranouii  cxmlate. 

Emetics  sometimes  afford  temporary  relief  but  they  are 
extremely  depressing.  Wine  of  i|>ecacuanha  is  effective  for  ibis  pur- 
pose. Calomel  is  a  most  efficacious  remedy  for  the  relief  of  the  urgent 
syniplonis  of  nicnibranoiis  laryngitis.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
disease  a  liberal  dose  should  be  administered  internally.  Calomel 
inhalations  also  produce  marked  relief  of  tlie  dyspnea.  The  metlioil  of 
employment  is  as  follows:  With  the  patient  underneath  a  tent,  the 
fumigations  should  tie  administered  every  iwo  hours,  by  subliming  5  to 
20  grains  of  calomel.  After  one  day  the  intervals  may  l)c  prolonged, 
providing  relief  ha.s  been  obtained;  otherwise,  the  calomel  subllniations 
should  be  abandoned.  Should  the  dyspnea  increase,  threatening  suffo- 
cation, in  spite  of  all  efFort-i  to  relieve  by  general  and  local  treatment, 
irachcotomy  or  intubation  should  immediately  be  resorted  to,  before  the 
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symptoms  of  exhaustion  have  appeared.     Intubation   skillfully  per- 
formed is  preferable  and  gives  better  results. 

4.  ACUTE  LARYNGITIS  DUE  TO  TRAUMATISM. 

Etiology. — Acute  laryngitis  of  traumatic  origin  is  similar  to 
ordinary  acute  laryngitis  unless  infection  ensues.  The  following  acci- 
dents or  injuries  are  among  the  etiological  factors:  The  inhalation  of 
irritating  gases  or  steam  fumes;  the  inhalation  of  foreign  bodies; 
the  injuries  which  result  from  swallowing  rough  or  jagged  bodies; 
the  intralaryngeal  application  of  caustics;  rupture  of  blood-vessels; 
external  injuries  from  blows,  strangling  or  cut-throat. 

Symptoms. — The  symptoms  vary  with  the  cause  and  extent 
of  the  injury.  When  this  is  slight  and  no  sepsis  supervenes,  the  wounds 
will  heal  promptly  and  there  is  only  alight  discomfort.  When  the  area 
of  injury  is  extensive,  as  from  scalds  or  corrosive  poisons,  the  inflam- 
mation is  prone  to  induce  edema  and  great  discomfort  results.  When 
infection  ensues,  abscesses  are  likely  to  form,  and  the  large  sloughs 
which  may  form  sometimes  eventuate  in  gangrene. 

Treatment. — The  treatment  for  acute  laryngeal  inflammations 
and  for  acute  edema  is  described  under  the  appropriate  headings. 
When  the  laryngeal  lesion  is  due  to  foreign  bodies,  cut-throat, 
fractures  or  other  injuries,  prompt  surgical  measures  are  indicated. 


CHAPTER  XLIX. 

CHRONIC  INFI^XMMATORY  AFFECTIONS  OF  THE  LARYXX. 


1.  CHRONIC  HYPERPLASTIC  LARYNGITIS. 

It  is  convenient  to  study  tliis  subject  under  the  following  head- 
ings, which  are  based  largely  upon  the  clinical  inanife Italians :  1.  simple 
clironic  catarrhal  (difftise)  laryngitis;  2,  chronic  subglottic  laryn- 
gitis; 3,  pacchydernia  laryngis;  4,  chorditis  nydo>a  (singers'  nodes). 

I'olluwing  ihc  plan  achipted  by  Parker.  In  order  to  avoid  necd- 
fless  rcpetitiun,  the  eiiolugy,  symptoms,  diagnosis,  prognosis  and 
general  treatment  of  the  various  tyjjcs  arc  considered  together. 
Following  this,  a  detailed  description  of  the  distinctive  characteris- 
tics of  each  type  will  receive  consideration. 

Etiology. — Chronic  laryngitis  is  rarely,  if  ever,  a  primary 
afTection.  It  occurs  chiefly  as  a  result  of  a  succession  of  acute 
inflammations,  either  of  the  entire  upper  respiratory  tract,  or  of  the 
laryngeal  nutcosa  alone.  These  attacks  are  superinduced  by  a 
series  of  contril>uting  causes  which  act  both  ^Jrcctly  and  indirectly. 

Contributing  Causes.— Among  the  coniributing  causes  are  nasal 
stenosi'!,  which  gives  ri'^e  to  mnnth-brcathing.  and  robs  the  inspired 
air  of  the  sifting  and  moistening  process  ordinarily  furnished  by  the 
nasal  erectile  tissue.  The  purulent  and  otherwise  unhealthy  secretions 
emanating  from  jjurulent  allections  of  the  nasal  accessory  sinuses,  from 
chronic  pharjngitis,  (mm  chronic  lacunar  tonsillitis.  an<l  from  specihc 
ulcerations,  accumulate  about  the  laryngeal  orifice  and  thereby 
induce  severe  local  irritation.  In  order  to  relieve  this,  the  patient 
almost  constantly  cnuj;hs  atid  hawks  in  his  effort  to  dislodge  the 
retained  secretion,  and  this  act  tends  to  produce'  intralaryngeal 
congestion. 

Laryngeal  inflammation  associated  with  acute  infections, 
especially  grippe,  may  be  sufficiently  serious  and  deep  seated  to 
become  chronic,  f'rohmgetl  snjcuirn  m  damp,  cold  atmospheres,  or 
in  air  laden  with  smoke,  dust,  irritant  fumes,  etc..  is  extremely 
deleterious  to  the  laryngeal  membranes. 

Chronic  laryngitis  is  common  in  alcoholics,  excessive  smokers 
and  certain  occupations.  Thu>  smokers,  street  cleaners,  cigar, 
snuff,  wood,  stone,  metal,  and  chemical  workers  become  easy 
victims. 

Exacerbations  of  laryngeal  inflammation  are  more  common  in 
damp  climates  and  during  the  winter  months. 

.■\nother  common  cause  is  overuse  or  faulty  production  of  the 
Lvoicc.  observable  in  public  speakers,  singers,  and  hucksters.  In 
[ibngers  this  may  produce  nodes  upon  the  vocal  cords,  while  violent 
Torts  at  speaking  or  screaming  by  one  whose  laryngeal  membranes 
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arc  already  inflamed  and  engorged,  may  cause  rupture  of  small 
vessels  in  the  submucosa  and  give  rise  to  a  condition  which  is 
generally  termed  hemorrhagic  laryngitis. 

Chronic  laryngitis,  in  common  with  a  general  relaxed  and 
inflamed  condition  of  the  mucosa  and  muscles  of  the  upper  respira- 
tory tract,  may  be  induced  by  gastric  and  intestinal  disorders.  It 
also  occurs  in  individuals  who  are  victims  of  gout,  rheumatism, 
anemia  and  cardiac  disease.  It  is  often  associated  with  chronic 
pulmonary  diseases,  notably  tuberculosis,  chronic  bronchitis, 
asthma  and  emphysema,  in  which  it  is  aggravated  by  the  accom- 
panying cough. 

A  further  contributing  cause  is  found  in  new  growths  and 
chronic  lesions  about  the  throat,  neck  and  thorax,  lupus  and  syphiUs. 

It  is  essentially  a  disease  of  adult  life,  and  is  more  common  in 
males  probably  on  account  of  occupation.  The  excessive  use  of 
tobacco  is  also  often  a  contributing  cause. 

Symptoms. — The  objective  symptoms  are  pathological  and  need 
not  be  defined  here.  The  subjective  symptoms  are  referred  chiefly 
to  the  alterations  in  the  voice  and  to  changes  in  the  quality  and 
character  of  the  secretions. 

The  symptoms  wliich  particularly  refer  to  Ihe  voice  are  "tired 
voice,"  aphonia,  and  "breaks"  during  phonation.  Hoarseness  is 
most  marked  during  the  early  morning  hours,  but  the  voice  usually 
becomes  more  clear  as  the  day  progresses  unless  it  is  overused. 
Forced  speaking,  however,  becomes  difficult  and  often  impossible, 
and  any  prolonged  vocal  effort  will  give  rise  to  a  sensation  of 
tickling  and  often  strangling  cough,  to  relieve  which  speakers 
resort  to  the  frequent  drinking  of  water. 

In  singers  the  voice  can  never  be  depended  upon;  it  breaks  or 
tires  quickly,  vocal  efforts  require  forced  muscular  strain  and  pr(3- 
duce  more  or  less  pain  within  tlie  larynx.  There  is  a  sensation  of 
dryness  and  irritation  in  the  larynx,  and  a  constant,  though  not 
increased,  exudate  nf  thick,  niucdpiinilent  secretion.  In  severe  cases 
with  extensive  inliitration  in  the  suldiiucosa  there  may  be  complete 
aphonia  for  consiiierable  periods.  There  is  an  almost  constant  desire 
to  relieve  the  dryness,  the  irritability  and  the  accumulated  secretions  by 
hawking  or  coughing. 

The  secretions  are  mucopurulent,  often  scanty,  and  laden  with 
particles  of  dust  or  other  debris  significant  of  the  patient's  occupa- 
tion. I\xcessive  secretion  is  rare,  and  when  present  should  lead  to 
a  careful  examination  of  tiie  tracliea,  bronchi  and  lungs. 

Diagnosis. — Tlie  diagnosis,  never  difficult,  is  based  upon  the 
alterations  in  the  voice,  the  changes  in  ttie  laryngeal  mucosa,  tlie 
scanty  but  thick  secretion,  and  the  history  of  exacerbations  of  acute 
laryngitis. 

Prognosis. — .\sidc  from  the  greater  siisccptil>ility  to  acute 
infections  and  to  local  complications,  syphilis  and  tuberculosis,  the 
dani;i,r  In  lite  is  sliL,'!it.  In  simple  cases  wherein  the  structural 
changes  are  slight  the  disease  is  cural)le,  providing  the  underlying 
cause  can  be  discovered  and  removed.     When  the  hyperplasia  has 
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extended  over  large  areas  the  prognosis  as  to  final  recovery  is  less 
favorable.  In  these  it  is  often  possible  to  relieve  the  aggravating 
symptoms,  except  in  advanced  pacchydcrma,  where  only  partial 
recovery  may  be  expected.  In  singers  and  public  speakers  a 
guarded  diagnosis  should  be  given  regarding  the  full  recovery  of 
the  staying  qualities  of  ihc  voice. 

General  Treatment. — To  discover  and  eradicate  the  underlying 
cause  is  the  lirst  csscniial  in  the  treatment.  Predisposing  and  C(>n- 
iributing  factors  also  should  be  outlined  and  given  due  considera- 
tion. H  the  disease  has  resulted  from  a  succession  cti  attacks  of 
acute  Urynjiilis.  a  rigid  cnfurceinent  of  the  means  of  prevention, 
such  as  have  been  outlined  for  acute  rliinitis  (_C7iaptcr  XXXUl),  should 
be  inaugurated.  Obstructive  Ic!iian.s  within  the  nose  and  nasopharynx 
must  be  removed  by  appropriate  operative  procedures,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  rules  laid  down  in  the  chapters  on  the  nose,  naso- 
pharynx and  pliaryn.v.  I'uhiinnary,  cardiac,  j^ouly,  and  rheuniaiic 
affections  and  anemia  should  be  relieved  by  appropriate  measures. 

When  due  to  faulty  production  or  misuse  of  the  voice,  com- 
plete rest  should  be  maintained  for  a  considerable  period  of  time, 
anti  followed  by  the  a<Ioption  of  a  correct  method  of  training,  under  the 
guidance  of  an  experience<l  teacher. 

The  excessive  use  of  alcohol  and  tobacco  should  be  prohibited, 
and  hazardou.s  occupations  should  be  clianged  to  those  with  more 
wholesome  surroundings. 

U  associated  with  evidences  of  tertiary  syphilis  or  tuberculosis, 
these  diseases  should  receive  appropriate  treatment  (see  Chapters 
XXIX  and  XXX).  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  patients 
.MilTertng  from  chronic  laryngitis  should  have  proper  physical  exer- 
cise, preferably  in  the  open  air.  with  frcsli  air  even  during  sleep, 
and  tliat  they  sfiould  avoid  sedentary  habits  or  occupations. 

.\  full  diet  of  plain  foods  minu<r  spice.s  and  condiments  should 
be  given,  the  ^Klwcls  to  be  properly  regulated  by  morning  doses  of 
laxative  (lalts  for  several  days  at  a  lime,  and  if  necessary  an  occa- 
sional active  cathartic. 


SIMPLE  CHRONIC  CATARRHAL  (DIFFUSE)  LARYNGITIS. 

Pathology. — The  pathological  changes  are  varied,  depending  upon 
the  primary  cause  of  the  alTection.  Hyperemia  is  constant,  and  is 
associated  with  variations  in  the  thickening  UiyP*^i'P'3''ia '  "f  t'lc 
mucous  membrane  and  submucosa.  When  the  prrtccss  is  con- 
tinuous and  the  inflammatory  changes  slow,  there  is  a  gradual  pro- 
liferation of  exudate  into  the  submucosa  and  involvement  of  the 
glandular  and  connective  tissue.  In  other  cases  there  is  engorge- 
ment and  final  dilatation  of  the  blood-vessels,  which  causes  stirfi- 
cicnt  perivascular  pressure  to  produce  thickening  in  the  mucosa. 
In  many  cases  the  thickening  is  slicbt.  althmigb  it  may  be  quite  general 
throuKhout  the  larvnx.  Certain  locations,  chiefly  the  inlcrar)'tcnoid 
space  and  the  vocal  cords,  arc  the  scat  of  congestion  and  thickening. 
The  cords  lose  liteir  distinct  outlines  and  lustre,  and  become  thickened 
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and  of  pinkish  or  decidedly  re<l  culur.  traversed  by  a  neiwork  of  dilated 
^superficial  vessels  (Fig.  4*>8}.  TIic  intcraryienoid  space,  vtriirictilar 
bands,  and  rarely  the  coriU  become  the  seat  of  cxtcn-iive  ^llllmnc'-»u> 
intiltraiioii,  which  gradually  encroaches  u]>un  the  epithelium,  producing 
rouj^hiies^  and  indiirnlinn.  in  a  limited  proportion  ul  cases  the  tntlltra- 
tion  extends  even  beyond  the  siihmncosa  into  Ihe  muscles,  causing  loss 
ol  motion  of  one  or  lioth  vocal  cortis. 

Local  Treatment. — The  topical  application  of  remedial  agents 
is  acconiplished  by  means  of  sprays,  injections  (Fig.  493),  inhala- 
titins  (l-iK-  4*^/>.  direct  applications  with  the  cotton  carrier  (Mg. 
■432),  and  insitfllations.  \Vith  our  modern  armamentarium  these 
arc  applied  for  cleansing,  astringent,  slimnlating,  srd.itive.  and 
tonic  purposes.  I''acli  treatnu-nl  sliuuld  he  inaugurated  by  cleaning 
the  membranes  of  all  secretions.  For  this  purpo>ic  a  dt-tergent  •'pray 
solution  consisting  of  sodium  bicarbonate,  pota^isium  bicarbonate, 
each  lO  grains  tn  the  ounce  of  water,  nr  a  normal  salt  solutinn»  or 
Ihe  inhalations  of  steam,  may  be  employed.     The  spray  tip  most 


rig.  4%. — tnnniittd  and  (IticlcrfK-d  vnral  ennb. 

have  a  downward  curve  at  right  angles,  and  be  carried  well  back 
behind  the  epiglottis  before  ilie  jires.sure  is  applied. 

Tt  is  true  thai  the-  spray  solution  as  ordinarily  used  is  largely 
condensed  upon  the  pharyngeal  walls,  but,  when  thrown  tlireclly 
into  the  larynx  by  drawing  the  tongue  forward,  a  small  portion  of 
the  solution  enters. 

Mitd  astringent  sohitinns.  like  rhlorid  of  zinc,  15  to  30  gr«.  to  the 
ounce,  sulphate  of  copi>cr,  5  to  20  grs.  to  the  ounce,  pcri-hlond  of  imn, 
30  to  W  grs.  to  the  ounce,  may  be  applied  by  cottun  applicator.  Nitrate 
of  silver.  10  to  60  grs.  to  Ihe  ounce,  may  be  used  in  the  .■iamc  manner. 
Perchloritl  of  iron  and  nitrate  uf  silver  often  catisc  distressing;  laryngeal 
spasm.  To  relieve  the  s|Nism  Ihe  patient  should  be  in5tructe«i  to  give  a 
succession  of  .short  couglw.  To  avoid  laryngeal  spa<im  a  {irelinitnary 
application  of  a  4  per  cent,  solution  of  cocaine  should  1>e  made  and  the 
surjdus  s^iluliun  bhuuld  be  carefully  M|ueezed  out  of  the  cotton  1>ef«'rr 
intriKhicing  it  into  Ihe  larj-nx.  Laryngeal  irritation  ami  cou^b  are 
greatly  relieved  by  tile  inlratracliea!  injcciions  heretofore  recommended 
for  acute  laryngitis  (Chapter  XL\'in  ). 

Two  or  three  treatments  weekly  by  the  surgeon  are  necessary 
for  the  purpose  of  inspection  and  the  application  of  suitable  local 
measures  of  treatment.  Ichthyol  locally  applied  in  the  following 
formula,  after  thorough  cleansing,  has  given  excellent  rr:^ults  on 
account  of  its  stimulating  and  somewhat  astringent  qualities: — 
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B   Icliihyul. 

GlyccTim 4i  3ij. 

Aqiur  q.s.  ad  Sj. 

The  author's  laryngeal  applicator  (Fig.  432)  is  made  of  silver. 
the  distal  end  being  sufficiently  flexible  to  admit  of  being  shaped 
to  suit  the  individual  case.  It  is  important  to  wet  the  tip  and  to  wind 
the  cotton  well  up  from  the  tip  in  order  to  prevent  slipping,  while 
at  the  di-^lal  end  it  should  l>e  loose  and  hrush-shaped.  In  case  the 
trachea  alsn  is  involved  the  method  of  treatment  by  intratracheal 
injections  is  most  efficacious. 

It  is  sometimes  necessary  to  train  patients  to  submit  to  this  treat- 
ment, and  for  two  or  tlirec  times  a  previous  application  of  cocaine  may 
be  necessary.  The  more  slowly  the  solution  is  injected  and  the  deeper 
the  inhalations,  with  wide-open  cords,  the  mnrc  thorough  the  applica- 
tion will  Xk.  Some  burning  and  cough  immediately  follow,  bnt  the 
ultimate  relief  is  often  magical. 

In  cases  of  paralysis  of  the  muscles  resulting  from  deep-seated 
inSItration  the  faradi'c  or  high-frequency  current  may  be  employed 
with  bcnc6t. 

CHRONIC  SUBGLOTTIC  LARYNGITIS. 

Tn  this  variety  there  is  infiltration  in  the  subglottic  tissues, 
often  accompanied  by  lioarseuess  and  dyspnea.  The  swelling 
undoubtedly  results  from  simple  chronic  intlanunatton.  which  should 
not  be  confounded  with  rhinoscleroma,  tuberculosis,  sjyhilis  or 
malign-incy. 

Pathology. — The  pathological  changes  consist  of  inflammatory 
hyperplastic  thickening  in  the  subglottic  mucosa.  The  infiltration  is 
usually  deep-seated,  anti  the  affection  often  occurs  as  a  complication  of 
chronic  hyperpla'^tic  laryngitis. 

Symptoms. — The  ordinary  symptoms  of  chronic  laryngitis  are 
supplemented  by  serious  dyspnea  and  marked  impairment  of  the 
voice.  The  latter  becomes  muffled  and  aphonic,  fiffort  to  dislodge 
the  secretion  is  best  described  as  a  single,  short,  barking,  metallic 
cough,  similar  to  that  obser\'ed  in  aneurism  or  tumor  compression  u|>on 
the  trachea.  The  dyspnea  is  often  .sufficiently  profound  to  induce  all 
the  piienomena  of  impending  suffocation. 

lixamination  of  the  larynx  reveals  the  oval  masses  below  the 
cords,  which  encroach  upon  the  lumen  of  Ihe  glottis.  During  pho- 
nalifin  the  cords  do  not  fully  respond,  either  in  motion,  vibration  or 
approximation.  The  imiltration  is  softer  than  in  rhinoscleroma  (Chap- 
ter XXXII),  a  rare  disease  which  usually  affects  the  nasal  cavities  as 
well  as  the  larynx.  'ITic  exact  nature  of  the  swelling  may  remain 
imleterminable  until  a  microscopic  examination  has  been  made, 

PrognoBis. — The  prognosis  is  more  grave  than  in  other  forms 
of  diffuse  laryntjitis.  The  hoarseness  remains  permanent,  even 
thuugh  the  swellings  partially  subside  or  are  removed,  and  the 
alarming  dyspnea  may  necessitate  tracheotomy  at  any  moment. 

Treatment. — Authors  very  generally  recommend  the  liberal 
administration  of  iodid  of  potassium,  in  doses  of  from  10  to  20 
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grains,  three  times  a  day,  as  the  most  effective  absorbent.  The 
dosage  should  depend  upon  the  patient's  ability  to  take  this  drug. 
If  a  tonic  is  required  the  syrup  of  the  ipdid  of  iron  freshly  made, 
in  doses  of  from  10  to  30  minims,  thrice  daily,  is  beneficial.  Caustics 
are  of  doubtful  benefit,  but  applications  of  a  50  per  cent,  solution  of 
lactic  acid,  of  trichloracetic  acid,  or  of  nitrate  of  silver,  30  to  60  grs. 
to  the  ounce,  when  carefully  made,  may  reduce  the  area  of  swelling. 
Great  caution  should  be  exercised,  when  applying  caustics  or  the 
galvanocautery,  not  to  touch  the  surrounding  tissues,  and  it  shoul<l 
be  remembered  tliat  their  use  may  be  followed  by  reactionary 
swelling  and  edema  sufficient  to  cause  suffocation.  It  is  usually 
necessary  to  train  the  larynx  at  repeated  sittings  by  introducing 
various  instruments,  in  order  to  accustom  this  sensitive  organ  to 
manipulation,  and  always  under  cocaine  anesthesia.  Tuerck's  con- 
cealed applicator  for  applying  caustics  is  the  safer  method.  Crystals 
of  nitrate  of  silver  or  chromic  acid  fused  upon  this  applicator  are 
among  the  safest  cauterants  to  be  applied,  the  caustic  being  con- 
cealed until  the  growth  has  been  reached. 

In  case  of  impendirig  suflFocation,  or  when  permanent  stenosis 
has  taken  place,  intubation  or  tracheotomy  hccnmcs  imperative.  Of 
these  the  intubation  tube  is  more  comfortable  and  less  conspicuous. 
Furthermore,  in  rare  instances,  the  pressure  exerted  by  the  tube 
produces  permanent  recession  and  absorption  of  the  growth.  ,'\s  a 
rule,  however,  a  tracheotomy  tube  or  intubation  tube,  when  once 
introduced,  must  be  worn  for  life. 

PACHYDERMIA  LARYNGIS. 

Advanced  cases  of  chronic  laryngitis  sometimes  undergo 
peculiar  pathological  changes  in  certain  limited  areas  of  the  laryn- 
geal mucosa,  which  give  rise  to  a  condition  known  as  pachydermia 
laryngis.  The  special  characteristics  of  pachydermia  laryngis  con- 
sist of  changes  in  the  cpitiiciinm  fn»ni  the  normal  to  the  stratified 
variety.  During  this  process  the  superficial  epithelial  cells  become 
the  scat  of  kcratinous  dcjiosits.  The  excrescences  thus  formed  arc 
indurated  and  nodular,  and  they  appear  nprm  the  vocal  cords  or 
interarytenoid  spaces.  It  is  more  common  in  males,  and  (jccurs  in 
middle  adult  life.  It  is  cuninionly  found  in  clironic  alcoholics,  smokers, 
hucksters,  and  sometimes  in  those  who  strain  the  voice  or  speak  for 
long  perio<ls  in  a  vitiated  atmosphere,  or  who  are  obliged  to  inhale 
irritating  gases  or  cln^t  for  long  ]>erit)(ls. 

Symptoms. — The  cliief  symptom  is  hoarseness.  Dyspnea  is 
never  >cvt're.  On  the  vocal  cords  the  small  nodules  apjwar  a< 
indurated  conical  excrescences,  and  there  is  usually  a  corresixmding 
depressinn  upon  the  opposite  cord.  In  the  interarytenoid  space  the 
excrescence  is  more  variable  in  size,  shape  and  thickness. 

The  disease  should  he  differentiated  from  singers'  nodes  (Fig. 
40*)).  which  arc  softer,  more  superficial  and  unaccompanied  by 
induration  of  tlie  deeper  structures.  The  crust  formations  of  laryn- 
gitis sicca  are  darker  colored  and  easily  removed. 
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Treatment. — Faulty  habits  must  be  abandoned,  the  chronic 
laryngitis  must  receive  due  attention  (.see  Treatment  of  Simple  Acute 
laryngitis),  and  the  hygienic  surroundings  must  be  improved.  Re- 
moval of  the  growths  may  be  attempted  whenever  they  are  accessible. 
Likewise,  cauterants  (chromic  acid,  tricliloracetic  acid,  etc.)  may  be 
employed. 

Unfortunately,  recurrence  is  common.  Complete  rest  of  the 
voice  for  a  long  period  is  most  beneficial. 

CHORDITIS  NODOSA. 

Synonyms. — Singers'  nodules;  trachoma  of  the  vocal  cords; 
chorditis  tuberosa. 

Chorditis  nodosa,  or  singers'  nodules,  is  a  form  of  chronic  laryn- 
gitis which  is  characterized  by  the  formation  of  (tne  or  more  new 
epithelial  growths  (nodules)  upon  the  free  border  of  the  vocal 
cord.     The  favorite  location  for  tlicse  growths  is  at  the  junction  of 


Fig.  499.— Singers'  nodules  upon  the  vocal  cords. 

the  middle  and  anterior  thirds.  The  nodules  arc  small,  oval-shaped, 
and  occur  either  singly  or  multiple. 

Etiology. — It  is  generally  conceded  that  notlules  occur  in  individ- 
uals who  are  victims  of  long-continued  laryngitis,  and  who  at  the  same 
time  have  used  faulty  methods  of  voice  production.  Hence,  singers  and 
public  speakers,  hucksters,  etc.,  are  peculiarly  liable  to  this  affection. 
Miller  claims  that  the  majority  of  singers'  nodes  are  due  to  chronic 
lacunar  tonsillitis. 

Pathology. — The  nodes  are  composed  of  stratified  epithelium. 
They  generally  appear  upon  the  free  edge  of  the  cord  (Fig.  499), 
and  are  rarely  larger  than  a  small  bead.  They  are  pinkish  white  in 
color.  The  surrounding  superficial  area  of  mucosa  is  usually  the  seat 
of  congestion. 

Symptoms. — The  characteristic  symptom  of  this  affection  is 
impairment  of  voice  and  especially  a  loss  of  voice  control.  This 
is  illustrated  by  inability  to  "strike"  certain  notes  and  to  sustain 
tones.  There  is  also  a  tendency  for  the  voice  to  "crack"  or  "break" 
during  sustained  vocalization. 

Upon  examination  with  the  laryngeal  mirror  (Fig.  19)  or  the 
pharyngoscope  (Fig.  494)  the  small  characteristic  pinkish  nodules 
projecting  from  the  free  border  of  the  vocal  cord  are  observed  (Fig, 
499).  When  two  or  more  nodes  are  present  the  mobility  of  the 
cords  may  be  slightly  impaired. 

49 
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Prognosis. — In  patients  who  are  willing  to  •lubtntt  tn  a,  pro- 
lonj^fd  rc-^t  oi  the  voice  and  then  to  ac(|uire  correct  methods  of 
voice  pri'diirlion  llie  prognosis  is  favorable. 

Treatment.— The  trt-aimcnt  dc-M-rilifd  above  for  simple  dironic 
laryngitis  should  Iw  adnptcil.  When  the  nodules  are  of  small  ^ixc  and 
recent  devclupment  they  usually  disap|>ear  in  response  to  a  prolonged 
period  of  complete  rest  of  Uie  voice.  No<liiIcs  of  larger  siw  should  be 
surgically  removed.  They  are  renwvcd  intralar>-ngeally  under  cocaine 
ane.sthesia.  The  lan-ngcal  forcep.^  {Fig.  500)  is  an  ideal  instrument 
for  the  renioval  of  singers'  nodules.  Grant's  laryngeal  forceps  ( Kig. 
SOI )  also  are  useful  ami  vafc  for  this  purpow. 

The  ntidulcs  are  prnnc  to  reappear  after  removal,  particulnrir 
if  llie  patient  persists  in  the  misuse  of  his  voice.     The  denuded 


Fig.  SOtX — Variottt  Ur^ngciJ  lor- 
cep!>  from  tlie  models  of  Frankcl, 
Scheinmariii.  KraUAC,  etc.,  AdjuM- 
xt>lc  tu  a  univcr»al  handle. 


surface  should  be  treated  daily  with  a  25  per  cent,  solution  of  argyrol  or 
a  i  per  cent,  solution  of  chlorid  of  zinc  until  healed. 

The  vocal  exercises  devised  by  Curtis  and  the  manipulaiiuns 
recommended  by  Miller  produce  excellent  results. 


2.  CHRONIC  ATROPHIC  LARYNGITIS. 

Synonyms.— I.arj'ngitis  sirca;  dry  laryngitis;  ozama   laryn^ 

Ttie  term  taryng't'tis  stfca  signifies  a  symptom,  the  charactrrtstic'' 
feature  of  which  is  the  accumulation  and  retention  of  in<vpissaied 
secreliims  in  the  larynN. 

Etiology  and  Pathology. ^The  etiology  and  pathology  «r«  pre-J 
cisely  tlic  same  as  in  alrojihic  rhinitis  (Chapter  XXXlV).  of  nhich  it  it 
usually  a  secondary  ilevcJLipmciit.  The  alTectioii  is  less  common  in 
larynx  than  in  the  nasal  cavities.  The  fetid  form  is  in^-ariahly^ 
secondary  to  that  of  fetid  rhinitis.  This  aflfection  is  a£gra>*aied  Irr. 
enforced  momh-hreathing.  and  anemia  is  a  common  and  p«rsifiencj 
accompanying  condition. 

Ssrmptoms. — The  chief  symptom  is  the  accumulation  of  masses  j 
of  ill^piss;ued  crusis  within  the  larynx,  floarsencss  and  e»'ett' 
aiihoniu  are  present,  especially  in  the  morning,  persisting   unlit 
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crusts  are  expelled.  There  is  an  irritatinj;  sensalion  of  dryness  in 
llic  larynx,  which  ilic  paticiii  endeavurs  to  relieve  by  violent  hawk- 
ing efforts,  wiiicli  often  induce  stratiKliiiK  and  shght  liunorrhage.  The 
disconii'urt  is  a^jgravatcil  by  public  speaking  or  singing.  In  llic  fetid 
va.ricty  there  is  a  carrion-like  sleiicli  to  ihe  breath.  In  all  case^  there 
is  diniinished  secretion.  Similar  crusty  formations  are  iisually  found 
in  the  pharynx,  nose  and  traciiea.  I'ain  is  absent  except  during  altack.> 
of  acute  inHamniation. 

Diagnosis. — The  diagnosis  is  never  difficult,  and  is  l>ased  upon 
the  characteristic  accumulation  and  retention  of  iritpixsated 
secretion. 


wftirSftJitl'It* 


Fig,  501  — rhindas  Grant's 
lar}-ii)[cul  iurccps. 


Prognosis. — The  disease  is  very  chronic,  but  when  correctly 
treated  for  long  periods  of  time  the  persistent  accumulation  of 
crusts  may  be  arrested,  efi]>ccia]ly  when  llic  atrophy  and  glandular 
destruction  is  limited. 

Treatment. — Attention  should  first  be  directed  to  ihc  treat- 
ment of  the  nose  and  nasopharynx  already  described,  and  especially  to 
that  of  chronic  purulent  affections  of  the  nasal  accessory  sinuses, 
together  with  such  gem-ral  treatment  as  the  imlividual  case  may  require. 
The  anemia  is  indicative  of  imj^ioverished  blood  resulting  from  some 
systemic  infection  or  lack  of  proper  oxygenation.  Proper  hygienic 
measures,  therefore,  should  be  inaugurated.  Outdoor  exercise,  ful! 
but  simple  diet,  and  tonics  are  essential.  The  disease,  except  in 
advanced  cases,  is  usually  less  marked  in  the  lar>'nx  than  in  the  nose 
and  pharynx.  Proper  treatment  of  the  latter  favorably  influences 
the  larvnjreal  condition.  In  the  simple  form  there  is  usually  con- 
siderable iiidammation  of  the  mucosa  and  the  disease  occurs  in 
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those  who  use  alcohol  or  tobacco  to  excess,  or  who  live  in  dust-  and 
smoke-laden  atmospheres.  Obviously,  these  pernicious  habits 
should  be  abandoned,  and  if  possible  the  occupation  changed. 

Removal  of  the  crusts  is  hastened  by  sprays  of  non-irritating 
alkaline  solutions.  It  is  often  necessary  to  make  use  of  the  cotton- 
tipped  probe  in  dislodging  crusts,  a  procedure  which  many  patients 
tolerate  after  a  period  of  training.  After  removal  of  the  crusts  the 
membrane  should  be  thoroughly  swabbed  with  ichthyol,  25  per  cent.,  or 
Mandl's  solution  No.  2  (page  514).  The  intratracheal  injections  of  the 
medicated  oily  .solutions  described  above  are  ideal  applications  for  this 
affection.  Steam  inhalations  impregnated  with  campliomenthol,  2  per 
cent.,  when  the  membranes  are  inflamed  and  engorged,  are  soothing. 
In  the  fetid  variety  the  cleansed  intralaryngea!  surfaces  should  be 
swabbed  daily  witli  the  ichthyol  solution.  It  is  important  to  remove 
all  the  crusts  at  least  once  a  day  for  a  prolonged  period,  especially  in 
the  fetid  variety,  and  only  by  so  doing  is  it  possible  to  insure  success. 

3.  CHRONIC  PERICHONDRITIS  AND  CHONDRITIS. 

Etiology. — Inflammation  of  the  cartilages  of  the  larynx  does 
not  occur  as  a  primary  affection.  The  disease  is  induced  by  infec- 
tion from  stab  wounds  or  other  traumatisms  of  the  larynx,  from 
tuberculosis,  syphilis  or  cancer,  from  the  pressure  of  intubation 
tubes,  and  occasionally  as  a  sequela  of  typhoid  fever  and  diphtheria. 
The  superficial  swelling  and  edema  often  obscure  the  deep-seated 
inflammation  until  ulceration  takes  place,  at  which  time  the  probe  will 
reveal  exposed  cartilage.  In  the  milder  forms  no  ulceration  takes 
place,  but  instead  there  is  an  unusual  development  of  new  con- 
nective tissue  which  gives  rise  to  mucli  thickening. 

Symptoms. — The  synii>tonis  are  ushered  in  by  gradually  in- 
creasing swelling,  pain  and  tenderness  about  the  larynx,  with 
dyspnea  which  is  propurtionatc  to  the  amount  of  infiltratifm.  and 
obstruction  to  respiration.  In  case  abscess  farms  there  will  be  no 
relief  until  the  cavity  lias  been  evacuated.  Large  abscesses  are 
liable  to  encroach  both  upon  the  larynx  and  esophagus,  thereby 
inducing  dyspnea  and  dysphagia.  The  temperature  is  dependent 
upon  the  gravity  of  tlie  infection.  Wlien  the  abscess  empties  into 
the  larynx  it  is  follmved  by  a  profuse  expectoration  of  pus,  which  is 
sometimes  tinged  with  i)lood.  ISurrowing  abscesses  may  point  at 
some  adjacent  area  of  the  neck. 

Diagnosis. — F.xamination  under  cocaine  anesthesia  is  neces- 
sary, and  during  the  early  stages  it  is  often  impossible  to  make  an 
accurate  diagnosis.  Tlie  history  of  syphilis  or  tuberculosis  is  con- 
firmatory evidence.  When  a  foreign  body  is  siisjwcted  a  radiograph 
should  be  made.  There  is  usuallv  some  displacement  of  the  laryn- 
geal stinctures. 

Prognosis. — Tiic  prognosis  depends  upon  the  underlying  cause. 
Tn  cancer  and  tuberculosis  it  is  always  grave  and  a  fatal  issue  may 
be  expected. 

Treatment. — The  treatment  depends  upon  the  cause  of  the 
disease,     ^^'hen   due   to   syphilis,   iodid   of   potash   and    mercurial 
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inunctions  must  be  vigorously  employed.  When  due  to  cancer  or 
tuberculosis  the  etiology  of  the  disease  must  be  considered.  Surgi- 
cal removal  of  cancer  is  the  only  hope,  and  this  is  slight  in  extrinsic 
cases  with  lymphatic  involvement.  When  of  tuberculous  origin  both 
local  and  general  measures  (see  Chapter  XXIX)  are  to  be 
employed.  Foreign  bodies  should  invariably  be  removed,  the 
method  of  operating  to  depend  upon  tlie  location  and  size  of  the 
impacted  object.  Direct  laryngoscopy  (Chapter  LIII)  is  an  effective 
method  for  removing  foreign  bodies  from  the  larynx. 

In  suppurative  cases  the  pus  should  be  relieved  by  incision. 
If  the  abscess  points  outward  external  incision  may  be  made.  The 
danger  of  suffocation  from  the  sudden  flow  of  pus  into  the  larynx 
following  intralaryngeal  incision  may  be  obviated  by  immediately 
bending  the  patient's  head  and  body  forward  and  downward  so 
that  the  pus  will  flow  freely  from  the  mouth.  Alarming  dyspnea 
at  any  time  during  the  course  of  the  disease  may  require  immediate 
tracheotomy. 

4.  CHRONIC  ANKYLOSIS  OF  THE  CRICOARYTENOID 

JOINT. 

In  this  affection  the  fixation  of  the  cricoarytenoi<l  joint  may  be 
partial  or  complete.  It  occurs  as  a  result  of  purulent  inflammation 
of  the  perichondrium  of  the  cartilages,  from  tertiary  syphilis,  tuber- 
culous and  malignant  aflfections,  and  from  the  deposits  of  gout  and 
rheumatism. 

Aphonia  is  the  cliief  symptom  and  tlie  diagnosis  is  not  difficult 
except  when  the  condition  is  accompanied  with  marked  temporary 
swelling  or  edema.  Partial  or  complete  fixation  of  the  cartilage  is 
the  basis  for  diagnosis. 

The  affection  is  not  dangerous  to  life  except  when  bilateral 
fixation  in  the  median  line  occurs.  This  requires  the  permanent 
wearing  of  a  tracheotomy  or  intubation  tube. 

Treatment.  —  Local  treatment  is  of  no  avail  except  as  a  pre- 
ventive measure.  The  voice  impairment  remains  permanent.  Cic- 
atricial bands  may  be  cut  away,  and  if  stenosis  ensues  intubation 
or  tracheotomy  may  become  necessary. 

5.  LARYNGEAL  STENOSIS. 

The  treatment  of  laryngeal  stenosis  has  been  fully  described 
under  the  various  headings  of  acute  septic  perichondritis,  chronic 
perichondritis,  ankylosis  of  the  cricoarytenoid  joint,  acute  edema- 
tous laryngitis,  membranous  laryngitis,  and  enlarged  upon  in  the 
general  chapter  on  syphilis  (Chapter  XXX).  A  few  additional 
statements  are  necessary  to  complete  the  subject. 

Stenosis  is  sometimes  congenital  in  the  form  of  webs  which 
extend  from  one  vocal  cord  to  the  other  (Fig.  286),  generally  in 
the  posterior  portion.  It  is  also  observed  as  a  result  of  bilateral 
abductor  paralysis  when  complete  (Fig.  507),  inasmuch  as  this 
linfprtunate  condition  shuts  off  th?  lumen  of  the  larynx.    All  other 
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forms  arc  due  to  cicatricial  contractions,  adhesion-i.  acute  cdcmatoas' 
inllanimation,  or  new  growths  within  or  without  the  lar^-nx.     Om- 
strictions  due   to  webs   may   be   relieved   by   cutting  cr   dilating. 
I'emiaucnt  rt'Hpf  is  sometinies  obtained  by  iniubaiion. 

6.  FOREIGN  BODIES  IN  THE  LARYNX. 

Small  substances  of  various  kinds  may  enter  the  larynx.    Many 
objects  become  impacted  in  the  recesses  of  the  larynx,  while  orhcrtj 
pass  on  into  the  trachea  or  bronchi. 

'I'hey  consiiit  uf  tisbboncs,  bone  splinters.  nutiihclU,  needles,  I 
sphnters  of  wood,  corns,  fruit  pits,  dental  plates,  pins  (I-ig.  5J9K 
tacks,  collar  button'^  and  other  metallic  objects.  As  a  rule  the 
accidental  entrance  of  a  foreign  body  into  the  larj-nx  rc>ults  from 
the  pernicious  habit  of  holdin);  things  in  the  mouth.  The  .sudden 
inspiration  which  is  the  forerunner  of  a  sneeze  or  paroxysm  crfj 
coughing  or  laughing  draws  the  object  directly  into  the  lumen 
the  larynx. 

Treatment. — Fortunately,  in  the  majority  of  casM,  the  patient  J 
by  means  of  a  sudden  and  frircible  cough,  succeeds  in  ejecting  thri 
substance  from  llie  laryns.     In  a  small  iwrcenlayc  uf  ca^es.  especially 
children,  by  holding  the  patient  lu-ad  downward  and  u<lminiMering  a 
sharp  slap  ni»on  the  l»ai:k,  the  furcifin  Ixnly  is  distoilgcd  and  ejected. 

Two  surgical  methods  are  employed  for  removing  foreign 
bodies  from  the  larynx,  \ir..,  the  indirect  and  the  direct. 

The    indirect    method    requires    suitable    laryngeal    graspinj;< 
forceps  (Fig.  500)  and  excellent  reflected  light.    Complete  cocaine] 
anri^thesia  is  necessary.     This  method  is  applicable  to  adults  and 
older  children  who  are  tractable. 

The  direct  melhod  is  fully  described  in  the  chapter  on  direct 
laryngoscopy,  etc.  ( Chapter  LI  II). 

7.  PROLAPSE  OF  THE  VENTRICLE. 

Prolapse  of  the  \"cntriclc  of  Morgagni.  otherwise  known  as  the 
saculus  laryngis,  into  the  lumen  of  the  larynx  ift  a  rare  aflfectjon. 
Kyle  describes  it  as  a  separation  of  the  membranous  covering  of  the 
ventricle  from  its  attachment,  as  a  result  of  which  it  protrudes  into 
the  lumen  of  the  larynx. 

Watson  Williams  has  advanced  the  more  probable  thcorj-  that 
prolapse  of  the  membrane  alone  never  ttecurs,  but  that  a  true  infil- 
tration of  the  underlying  tissues  forces  the  membrane  fr»jm  it» 
normal  position. 

This  affection  Is  caused  by  tumors  of  varioiw  kinds,  but  more 
especially  syphilis,  tuberculosis  and  maliRuant  growth*.  The  prr>lai»4< 
may  also  he  caused  by  pressure  from  abscesses  or  aneurisms.  Aside 
from  the  symptoms  which  cliaracU'rize  tlie  particular  underlying 
disease  the  patient  mmplain-t  of  aphonia  and  dyspnea.  Tlie  treat-, 
mcnt  should  be  directed  to  the  primary  lesion. 

Tuberculosis  of  ihe  larynx.  hit>us  of  the  larynx  and  syphiH.*  of 
the  larynx  arc  respectively  discussed  in  Chapters  XXIX  and  XXX- 


CHAPTER  L. 
NEOPLASMS  OF  THE  LARYNX. 

The  larynx  may  be  the  seat  of  both  benign  and  malignant 
neoplasms. 

1.  BENIGN    NEOPLASMS. 

The  following  benign  tumors  may  appear  in  the  larynx,  viz., 
papillomata,  fibromata,  cystomata,  angiomata,  lipomata,  myxomata, 
singers'  nodules  (see  page  769)  and  chondromata.  Of  these  the  papil- 
lomata, fibromata  and  cystomata  are  of  the  most  frequent  occurrence. 

Etiology. — The  exciting  cause  of  benign  neoplasms  of  the 
larynx  is  not  definitely  known,  but  authorities  generally  agree  that 
long-continued  laryngeal  irritation  and  inflammation  are  potent 
predisposing  causes.  According  to  Semon,  they  are  more  common 
in  Germany  and  France  than  in  England  and  the  United  States. 
They  are  more  common  in  males  than  in  females,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  multiple  papillomata,  which  often  occur  in  young 
children,  they  develop  in  adult  life.  Benign  neoplasms  are  com- 
paratively common  in  hucksters,  "barkers,"  singers  and  public 
speakers.  Moritz  Schmidt^  furnishes  the  following  statistics 
regarding  the  frequency  of  laryngeal  neoplasms,  the  cases  tabulated 
being  taken  from  a  series  of  32,997  patients  treated  in  his  clinic 
and  covering  a  period  of  ten  years: — 

IfEN.  WOMEN.  CASES. 

Fibroma    178  78  256 

Papilloma    31  15  46 

Singers'  nodules 56  S3  109 

Lipoma 1  0  1 

Myxoma 3  0  3 

Fibromyxoma    1  0  1 

Tuberculous  tumors  14  22  36 

Cysts  2  6  8 

Sarcoma  3  0  3 

Carcinoma 61  15  76 

Tracheal   carcinoma   1  1  2 

Pathology.  Papillomata. — These  warty  growths  are  of  various 
size  and  extent,  and  are  pedunculated,  sessile  or  diffuse.  They  are 
usually  attached  to  the  vocal  cords,  occasionally  to  the  ventricular 
bands,  and  rarely  to  other  portions  of  the  larynx.  They  are  made  up 
of  connective  tissue  interspersed  with  round  cells  and  covered  with  a 
massed  layer  of  stratified  epithelium.  The  color  is  pale  pink  with 
rough  and  uneven  surfaces  (Fig.  502). 

Fibromata. — Fibromata  usually  occur  singly.  The  form  is  oval, 
the  surface  even  and  the  color  pink.     They  are  made  up  of  rather 
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dense  connective  tissue  covered  by  a  thin  epithelial  layer.     Tliey  are 
attached  to  the  vocal  cords  by  a  broad  base,  being  rarely  pedunculated. 

Cystomata. — Cysts  usually  result  from  the  retention  of  mucus  in 
mucus-secreting  glands  the  mouths  of  which  have  become  sealetl. 
They  vary  in  size  and  on  puncture  are  found  to  contain  fluid  mucus. 
Tiiey  are  attaclied  about  the  epiglottis,  aryepiglottic  folds,  or  protrude 
from  the  ventricles.  Tubercle  bacilli  and  giant  cells  have  been  found 
in  the  cyst  contents. 

A nt/iomata.^ Angiomaia  are  vascular  tumors  with  a  broad  base. 
They  are  u.sually  located  about  the  epifjlottis  or  the  ventricular  bands. 

Lipomata. — These  are  lobulated.  fatty  tumors,  yellowish  in  color, 
with  broad  bases,  usually  arising  from  the  aryepiglottic  folds. 

Myxomata. — These  are  smooth,  bulbous,  semi  translucent  masses 
springing  singly  from  the  vocal  cords.  Structurally  they  are  similar 
to  nasal  polypi,  although  .somewhat  denser. 

Cliondrotnata. — Chondromata  are  irregular,  broad-based  masses, 
largely  made  up  of  hyaline  cartilage  cells,  and  are  usually  attached  to 
the  cricoid  cartilage,  but  in  rare  instances  tiiey  spring  from  the  thyroid, 
the  epiglottis  or  the  arytenoi<!  cartilages. 

Symptoms. — Impairment  of  voice,  laryngeal  irritation  and 
dysjmea  are  the  chief  sym|)toms  induced  by  benign  growths  in  the 
larynx.  Small  tumors  give  rise  merely  to  slight  irritation  and 
hoarseness.  As  tliey  increase  in  size  aphonia  may  <[cvelop,  and  when 
the  growth  encroaches  upon  the  lumen  of  the  larynx  respiration 
becomes  impeded,  until,  tinally.  alarming  dyspnea  may  necessitate  tlie 
removal  by  operation  or  relief  by  resort  to  intubation  or  tracheotomy. 

Young  children  with  mulli|)le  papillomata,  and  adults  with 
either  large  papillomata  or  chondromata  arc  especially  liable  to 
experience  serious  dyspnea.  Pain  is  rare.  Hemorrhage  may  be 
expected  in  angiomata.  Lough  is  neither  constant  nor  .'Severe 
except  in  vouug  cliildrcn  witli  multiple  ])ai)ill()niata.  Hemorrhage, 
dys]jliagia  and  pain  are  remote  symptnnis. 

Diagnosis. —  kemcmbering  the  clinical  picture  described  in  the 
pathol<»gy.  the  laryngdscopic  cxaiuination  (  I'igs,  1*>  and  4*>4)  will 
usually  establish  a  clinical  diaijjnosis.  Siune  difficulty  occasinnally 
is  experii'iiced  in  dilTerentiating  lii)r(imata,  myxomata  and  lipomata. 
Malignant  growths  during  the  incipient  stage  arc  sometimes  mis- 
taken for  llinse  of  benign  nature.  Ilenign  growths  are  usually 
painless,  non-ulcerating,  and  arc  unaccnnipanied  by  swelling,  inhltra- 
tion  or  tixalinn  of  the  cartilages.  The  converse  obtains  in  malig- 
nancy, and  lymp!iatic  gland  enlargement  develops  early.  Micri''- 
sctipic  examination  may  I)econie  necessary  to  establish  a  detmilc 
diagnosis. 

Prognosis. — The  prognosis  is  good  so  far  as  life  is  concerned. 
exce])t  in  children  with  multiple  papillomata,  which  renders  them 
susceptible  to  fatal  dyspnea  and  pulmonary  complications.  The 
voice  may  recover  whenever  it  is  possible  to  remove  the  growth 
witiiout  injury  to  tlie  vocal  cords.  Recurrent  multiple  papillomata, 
even  though  tinally  cured,  usually  result  in  permanent  impairment  of 
the    voice.      In    vtRUig    children    and    sometimes    in    adults    multiple 
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papillomata   persist  indctimtcly,   and   e\eTituale   in   contractions   and 

periti:tiR-iit  ^tellosis. 

Treatment. — The  employment  of  caustics,  the  galvanocautcry, 
or  rough  rubbing  with  haisli  substances,  such  as  dry  sponges.,  is 
open  to  the  criticism  that  their  use  is  attended  with  danger  of 
serious  injury  Iv  the  surrounding  lissucs  and  uf  severe  inflamma- 
tory react i un ;  moreover,  these  measures  rarely  succeed  in  destroy- 
ing the  turn*>r.  Spraying  the  larynx  with  absolute  alcohol  five  or 
six  times  a  day  has  been  advocnietl  for  the  destruction  of  small 
pai»illomat(-ius  jjrowlhs. 

r.enign  tumors  within  the  larynx,  even 
tliLHigh  of  small  si/c.  and  apparcnily  ritationary, 
ihould  always  lie  removed,  inasmucli  as  sooner 
or  later  they  become  sufficiently  enlarged  to 
interfere  with  phonaiinn. 

There  are  three  general  methods  for  the 
removal  oi  benign  growths:  1.  By  means  oE 
forceps  or  snare  throujjh  the  mouth.  This  re- 
quires the  use  of  the  laryngeal  mirror,  with 
reflected  illumination.  This  method  has  already 
been  described  as  the  inlrabrj-ngcal  ojwration. 
or  indirect  laryngoscopy.  2.  Ry  direct  laryn- 
goiwopy  by  means  of  the  Jackson  or  Killian 
tubular  speculum  (Chapter  LUI),  S.  Ily  the 
cxtralaryngcal  nielhoJ  (thyi'otomy  or  trache- 
otomy). 

The  first  metho<l  (indirect  laryngoscopy), 
long  in  use.  in  favorable  cases  possesses  many 
advantage-'^.  The  patient  or  an  assistant  is  in- 
structed to  grasp  the  protruded  tongue  with  a 
na|>kin.  holding  it  tirmly  between  the  thumb  antl 
the  inde.\  finger.  The  operator  .-should  hold 
tlic  laryngeal  mirror  in  place  with  the  left  hand, 
llius  bringing  the  laryngeal  picture  well  into 
view  (  Fig.  \9).  l!e  now  is  able  to  guide  a-snit* 
able  instrument,  preferably  a  curved  laryngeal 

forceps    fTiff.   500),  into  the  larynx  and  to  grasp  the  growth  (Fig. 
50J). 

Local  ancsthcfiia,  both  of  llic  pharynx  and  the  larynx,  should 
be  complete.  In  the  pharynx  a  4  per  cent,  solution  of  cocaine 
sprayed  or  swabbed  over  the  mucosa  will  suffice,  but  a  10  to  20  per 
cent,  solution  of  cocaine  is  usually  required  in  order  to  overcome  the 
spasm  of  the  larynx  which  is  induced  by  instrumentation.  Nervous 
patients  often  require  considerable  training  of  the  larynx  at 
repealed  sittings  before  tubmitting  to  the  operation. 

The  difficulties  and  dangers  are:  1,  lack  of  self-control  and 
adaptability  on  the  part  of  the  patient;  2.  the  wounding  or  tearing 
of  surrounding  tissues  by  the  operator. 

Direct  Laryngoscopy.— This  method  is  fully  described  in 
Chapter  1,111.  It  is  comparatively  a  simple  and  effective  procedwre. 


'V 


lift.  502,— The  la- 
rytiKcal  forceps  in 
position  for  stvcring 
a  papilloma  frum  the 
vocal  cord. 
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In  adullK  tlic  removal  of  benign  growths  from  the  larynx  can 
usually  be  accomplished  under  lucal  anesthesia,  wtih  the  patient 
in  llie  sitiing  posture.  In  young  children  or  in  adults  who  are 
unable  to  flex  the  head  backward  on  account  of  excessive  fat, 
rheumatism,  guut  or  sume  other  affection  of  the  neck,  the  recumbent 
position  is  necessary. 

Whichever  iwsition  is  used,  the  tubular  si»eciilum  (Fig.  52'>) 
should  be  used  and  the  entire  larynx,  including  the  vocal  cords, 
brought  into  view.  It  h  then  a  simple  procedure  to  introduce  the 
forcc|)s  (Fig.  529)  and  gra>p  tlie  tmiior. 

Tracheotomy. — Of  ilie  endotaryngeal  operations  tracheotomy 
(see  Chapter  XXXI)  is  u^^ually  performed  for  the  relief  of  dyspnea.  I 
High  tracheotomy,  however,  enables  tlw  operator  to  remove  small  sub-  i 
glottic  growths  through  the  tracheal  opening.  ^M 

Thyrotomy. — 'rhyrutomv.  hereinafter  described,  is  the  method  ^^ 
most  commonly  employed.  Yhis  procedure  completely  exposes  the  ^ 
growtlis  and  permjis  the  requisite  surgical  measures. 

Subhyoid  Pharyngotomy. — Subhyoid  pharyngotomy  is  less 
etTectivc.  All  extralaryngeal  operations  subject  the  patient  to  con- 
siderable danger  of  pulmonary  complications.  Until  the  advent 
of  direct  laryngoscopy,  cxiralaryngcal  operations  have  been  neces- 
sary in  adults  for  the  removal  of  nmltiple  papillomata,  and  in  young 
children  for  the  removal  of  large  subglottic  growths,  especially 
when  sessile. 

In  the  removal  of  angiomata  there  is  considerable  danger  ofi 
hemorrhage,  and,  unless  so  located  that  continuous  pressure  may  be 
applied  for  some  time,  the  growth  should  be  destroyed  cither  by 
repeated  cauterizations  with  the  electrocauterv.  or  by  electrolysis. 

The  removal  of  chondromata  usually  requires  a  thyroiomy  and 
the  complete  removal  not  only  of  the  tumor,  but  also  of  the  cartilage 
from  which  it  arises. 

In  the  removal  of  cysts  it  is  necessary  to  destrf)y  or  cut  away 
a  large  proportion  of  the  walls ;  otherwise  tlicre  will  be  a  reaccumu- 
lation  of  the  tluid. 

After-treatment. — \\'hethcr  the  entire  tumor  or  a  portion  only 
is  removed,  the  base  or  attachment  should  be  rubbed  with  a  50  per 
cent,  snlulinii  of  lactic  acid,  and  subsequently  the  larynx  should  he 
sprayed  daily  wiih  the  medicaled  oily  solutions,  or  intralaryngeal 
injections  (see  Chapter  XI.\'in>.  Finally,  the  larj'nx  .should  be 
tnspcctcti  at  intervals  until  complete  healing  has  taken  place. 


2.  MALIGNANT    NEOPLASMS. 


Carcinomata,   usually   of   the   cpitliclial   type,   and   sarco 
occur  primarily  in  the  larynx.     The  epithelioma  is  more  com 
than  the  sarcoma.     In  Ziemssen's  report  of  08  cases  of  mali 
neoplasms  of  the  larynx  57  were  carcinomata  and  9  were  sarc<i 
Hosworth  tabulated  354  cases,  204  of  which  were  carcinomata  anJ 
130  sarcomata. 

Etiology. — As  already  stated,  the  cause  of  cancer  still  remains 
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unknown.  Malig:nant  f^jrowths  of  the  larynx  iisnally  develop  after 
the  forlietli  year,  and  tlicy  arc  more  cominun  in  men  than  in  women, 
the  proportion  being  ahout  3yj  to  I.  Sarcomata  sometimes  appear 
in  young  ;^ubjccls.  li  is  doubtful  whether  heredity,  chronic  inflam- 
mations, excessive  indulgence  in  tohacco  or  alcohol  f>ear  any  cau.^a- 
tivc  relation  to  laryngeal  cancer. 

Malij^^nant  growths  dcvelojiinjr  primarily  within  the  larynx  are 
known  as  intrinsic  growths.  \\'hen  developing  secondarily  with- 
in the  larynx,  extending  from  the  tonsils,  tongue,  pharynx,  or 
external  tissues,  they  are  designated  extrinsic.  Clinical  dilTcrcntia- 
tion  of  the  varieties  is  soniciinies  difficult. 

Pathology. — iLpiihelioma  and  sarcoma  are  the  varieties  usually 
found  in  the  larynx.  When  intrinsic  ihcy  uccur  in  the  fol- 
lowing order  nf  frequency:  1,  vocal  cords;  2.  ventricular  hands; 
3.  posterior  Iar)*ngeal  walls;  4,  ventricles.  They  ilevelop  slowly 
and  secondary  glandular  involvement  appear*  late.  The  disease  is 
primarily  unilateral,  the  first  appearance  being  a  congested  area, 
with  slight  lliickening.  followcil  by  an  elevation  of  (ibromatous 
appearaiice,  which,  in  turn,  ulcerates. 

Infiltration  anrl  thickening  of  the  surrounding  tissues  follow,  and 
the  typical  appearance  of  malignancy — (he  infiltrated  areas,  ulcer- 
ated centre  and  cauliflower- like  excrescences — completer  the  clinical 
picture. 

In  the  extrinsic  variety  the  appearance  of  the  growtb  in  the 
larynx  is  followed  by  a  rapid  development,  inasmuch  as  more  or 
less  general  infection  has  already  taken  place.  When  the  disease 
spreads  frmu  the  larytix,  epighHti.s.  or  arycpiglottie  folds,  l.he  cervi- 
cal gl.in<ls  become  infected  early. 

Symptoms. — In  intrinsic  growths  the  initial  symptoms  are 
never  severe.  Hoarseness  is  the  (irst  symptom  complained  of,  mild 
at  the  commencement,  hut  steadily  progressive  until  the  voice 
becomes  aph<mic.  Continuous  hoarseness  appearing  in  individuals 
after  the  fortieth  year  sliould  be  regarded  with  suspicion  and  a 
careful  visual  inspection  of  the  larynx  should  he  insisted  ui>on. 
The  hoarsene.ss  is  peculiar  and  unlike  that  of  ordinary  laryngitis. 
Almost  simultaneously  with  the  development  of  ulceration  slight 
tenderness  on  pressure  appears  over  ihc  larynx.  Dyspnea  is  a. tale 
Symptom  and  is  the  result  of  edema  or  of  the  encroachment  of  the 
growth  upon  the  lumen  of  the  larynx.  Ulceration  marks  the  ap- 
pearance of  secretion,  to  dislodge  which  the  patient  coughs  and 
hawks. 

These  efforts  prorhice  more  or  less  pain,  which  radiates  lo  tlic 
tonsil  and  lo  the  ear.  The  secretions  are  usually  offensive  ami 
the  breath  odorous.  In  the  later  stages  the  expectoration  becomes 
mucopurulent  and  often  hemorrhagic.  Dysphagia  is  a  late  symptom 
and  extension  to  the  laryngeal  cartilages  gives  rise  to  necrosis  and 
severe  pain,  Cachexia  develops  late  and  after  secondary  involve- 
ment has  appeared. 

Whenever  extrinsic  malignant  growths  invade  the  larynx, 
extension  and  ulceration  rapidly  cn^uc;  meanwhile  the  aphonia. 
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dysphagia,  dyspnea  and  pain  appear  in  rapid  succession.  During 
the  final  siagcs  portions  of  necrosed  cartilage  '""y  become  detached 
and  expectorated.  At  thJA  time  tracheotomy  may  become  necessary 
in  order  to  relieve  the  alarming  dyspnea. 

Diagnosis.— Marly  diagnosis  is  of  Rreat  inipttrtance  and  is 
attended  uiih  much  difficulty.  In  intrinsic  case-)  with  small  dis- 
eal^e<l  area*  al  ihc  time  of  discovery.  It  is  pttssiUc  to  ciTcfi  a  com- 
plete cure  by  means  of  a  radical  i»ur)*ica]  removal  of  tlie  growth. 

In  1S96  the  author  reported  a  case  of  primary  epithelioma  of 
the  left  vocal  con!  In  a  clergyman  sixty-six  years  vi  age.  in  whom  the 
clinical    diagnosis   was    tibroma.      The    mass    was    removed    with 


Fig.  SW.— Tubcrculou*  ulccratiun  of  the  tarjti.\. 

Schrotter's  tube  forceps  under  cocaine  anesthesia.  The  entire  dis- 
eased area  covered  Ic^5  than  one-half  nf  the  entire  vocal  curd.  'Hie 
tiimor  was  examined  microscopically  by  Dr.  Jonathan  V\'right  and 
was  ffiund  to  he  an  epithelioma.  The  facts  were  ^ttatcd  !•*  the 
patient  and  with  his  consent  a  partial  laryngectomy  was  performed. 
After  passing  through  an  attack  of  septic  pneumonia  the  patient 
recovered  and  with  sufficient  voice  to  enable  him  to  futtill  the 
duties  of  his  pastorate  for  several  years.  In  thi.*  ca.se  ihe  early 
diagnosis  of  laryngeal  cancer  n-ndercd  it  possible  to  proioag  life 
by  surgical  removal.    He  lived  fourlt-en  years. 

Lahoratorv  examinntinn  of  all  growths  removed  from  the 
larynx,  even  when  considered  benign,  is  a  wise  precaution.  Intnn* 
^Ic  cancer,  during  the  early  stages,  is  not  readily  differentiated  from 
iraiocent  growths,  syphilis  and  iiiberculosis^. 

Tuberculous  iilceratinr  fPig.  5031  isiisually  a  late  compUcaiion 
of  general  tuberculosis  and  the  tubercle  bacilli  are  always  present. 

The  diff^crentlation  of  syphilis  is  more  diffictiU,  and  a  conrsc  9f 
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treathicnt  with  ioditl  of  potassium  may  become  nccessarv.  If  llie 
disease  is  syphilis  there  will  be  definite  improvement  in  about  ten 
days.  On  the  contrar)',  this  remedy  has  no  effect  upun  mali^iianey. 
Aside  from  ilu-se  diseases  the  clinical  history,  the  examinatii)n 
of  the  larynx,  and  ihe  microscope  usually  furnish  sufficient  data 
to  establish  a  diagnosis.  In  extrinsic  growths  the  primary  lesion 
usually  becomes  well  marked  in  advance  of  the  laryngeal  involve- 
ment. 

In  alt  doubtful  cases  a  section  of  the  tumor  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  a  microscopical  examination,  providing  all  arrangements 
have  previously  been  made  for  immediate  operation  in  case  the 
pMtlidlngist  contirma  the  clinical  diagnosis  and  the  case  is  con- 
sidered tfpcrable.  It  is  well  known  that  a  partial  removal  or  any 
partial  operative  procedure  upon  a  malignant  growth  of  tlie  larynx 
is  almost  immediately  followed  by  a  marked  acceleration  in  the 
activity  of  the  gmwth;  hence,  the  major  operation  should  not  be 
delayed.  The  section  for  microscopical  study  should  be  of  con- 
siderable size,  cut  deep,  and  should  contain  a  portion  of  the  border 
of  the  growth.  U  is  usually  possible  to  remove  a  suitable  section 
under  cocaine  anesthesia.  Failure  tn  rcmoi-e  a  proper  section  of 
the  tissue  accounts  for  many  unsatisfactory  lal>oratory  reports.  A 
negative  laboratory  diagnosis  should  never  be  considered  linal  in 
the  face  of  distinct  clinical  evidence  of  malignancy.  The  clinical' 
versus  the  microscopical  diagnosis  has  been  the  sulijcrt  of  much 
<lisciission.  lioth  should  receive  due  consideration,  and  in  a  given 
case,  if  either  method  favors  the  diagnosis  of  cancer,  the  interest  of 
the  patient  will  be  best  conserved  by  relying  upon  such  evidence. 

Prognosis. — Kxtrinsic  malignant  growths  of  the  larynx  are 
almost  invariably  fatal,  but  life  may  be  prolonged  for  months  or  even 
years  in  patients  who  submit  to  operation  before  the  epiglottis 
becomes  involved  or  metastases  have  appeared.  Intrinsic  growths, 
being  more  localized  and  of  slower  development,  give  greater 
promise  of  recover)-  if  rarlically  extirpated  Huring  the  early  stages, 
by  external  operation.  Especially  is  this  true  in  unilateral  cases 
with  litlle  or  no  ulceration.  Tumors  of  ibis  type  may  be  removed 
by  tliyrotomy,  a  procedure  which  minimizes  the  postoperative 
dangers.  It  is  unfortunate  that  a  large. proportion  of  general  prac- 
titioners never  employ  the  laryngeal  mirror,  thereby  neglecting  tlie 
golden  opportunity  to  establish  an  early  diagnosis  in  suspicious 
cases,  the  laryngofogist  being  consulted  only  after  the  disca.sr  has 
extended  over  a  large  area. 

Treatment. — Owing  lo  the  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  etiology  of 
cancer.  ine*hcinal  treatment  has  failed  to  stay  its  progress.  Surgical 
removal  constitutes  the  only  methoil  of  treatment  which  offers  the 
slightest  hope  of  cure.  The  diagnosis  having  been  established,  there 
should  be  no  delay  in  operating,  unless  the  disease  has  already  pro- 
gressed beyond  operable  limits.  The  primary  focus  is  usually  uni- 
lateral and  remains  s*i  for  some  months,  and  even  after  considerable 
extension  into  the  surrounding  areas  of  the  interior  of  the  larii-nx  they 
do  not  become  extrinsic  until  the  final  stage  has  been  reached.    The 
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lympliatics  within  the  larynx  seem  to  have  no  well-established  connec- 
tion with  lliosc  ouLsiilc,  and  extension  externally  is,  therefore,  lone 
delayed.     Inlralaryngcal  u|H>nitiun  ix  inadequate  fur  tlie  rcniuval  «..  ^ 
mali^ant   growths   and    shouKI    never    be   employeit      Rciiiovat   fay 
external  operation  gives  ntnoh  promise  of  ulliniatc  success  in  incipicnUJ 
intrinsic  cancer  of  (lie  Uryiix. 

Tlircc  tncihods  of  upcration  are  applicable,  depending  largely 
upon  the  extent  of  the  disease:  Ihyrotomy;  p^irtial  lorymji'clomy, 
and  complete  iarytujt-ctomy. 

Thyrotomy  (Laryngofissure). — Of  the  three  external  opera-' 
tion:i;  tliyrotoniy  is  the  simplest,  the  lea^i  dangerous,  and  usually  it 
results  in  less  imjiairmcnt  of  voice.  Unfortunately,  it  is  applicable 
only  to  cases  where  t)ie  disease  i;?  localized,  and  practically  conlined 
to  the  soft  tissues.  During  recent  years  the  results  obtained  from 
this  method  of  procedure  by  Scmon,  I'uilin  and  others  in  selcctt 
cases  have  been  most  favorable- 
Technique. — According  to  nntlin,  the  steps  of  the  operation  are' 
as  follows; — 

"The  usual  nilcs  regarding' asepsis  having  been  complied  whh, 
the  patient  is  placed  upon  the  back  with  the  shoulders  and  neck, 
elevated  sufficiently  to  produce  some  tcnsirm  upon  the  soft  tis^uc^i 
which  cover  the  larynx. 

"A  median  incision  should  then  be  extended  from  the  hyoid  bone] 
above  to  about  1  inch  from  the  sternum.  Having;  severed  the  softj 
tissues,  the  hemorrhage  should  be  controlled  by  means  of  artery 
clamps  and  ligatures.  The  trachea  is  then  opened  for  the  purpose 
of  inserting  a  Hahns  tracheotomy  lube.  During  the  tnier\al 
required  for  the  sponge  to  swell  and  thereby  block  the  intervening 
space  in  the  lumen  tif  the  larynx,  the  artery  clamps  may  be  released 
by  applying  ligatures. 

"The  thyroid  cartilage  is  then  divided  exactly  in  the  median 
line.  Considerable  care  should  here  be  exercised  tu  prevent  injury 
to  the  vocal  curds.  Uy  cutting  from  below  upward  and  precisely 
following  the  median  line  this  danger  is  reduced  to  the  minimum. 

"The  incision  should  now  be  extended  tliruugli  the  cricothyroid 
membrane.  The  laryngeal  incision  is  then  spread  wide  open,  either 
liv  blunt  retractors  or  preferably  by  iractum  from  str<mg  silk 
threads  carried  through  each  section  nf  the  divide<l  cartilage.  All 
oozing  of  blood  should  then  be  controlled  by  a  temporary  packing 
of  the  "ipcrating  liclU  with  gauze  stiaked  with  a  1 :3X)0  s<>Iuti\m  of 
adrenalin  chlorid.  The  growth  should  then  be  outlined  and  an 
incision  extended  around  it  at  a  distance  of  at  least  \^  of  an  inch 
from  its  free  border. 

"The  soft  tissues  included  in  the  incision  are  then  removed  and 
the  operation  is  completed  by  curettii^  tlie  underlying  cartilage 
and  by  cauterizing  the  area  with  nitric  arid  or  the  galvanorauterj-. 
The  free  borders  nf  the  cartilage  are  then  coapTate<l  and  united  by 
means  of  absorbaldc  sutures  and  the  external  wound  closed  in  the 
usual  manner,  except  that  the  .<=of(  parts  covering  the  tracheal 
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wound  are  left  open  after  withdrawing  the  Hahns  tube  for  the 
purpose  of  quick  drainage." 

Partial  Laryngectomy  (Hemilaryngcctomy). — Partial  laryn- 
gectomy is  permissible  in  cases  wherein  the  disease  is  known  to  be 
confined  to  one  side  of  the  larynx,  even  though  the  underlying 
cartilages  may  be  somewhat  involved.  Under  all  circumstances 
it  is  a  grave  operation. 

Technique. — The  initial  steps  in  the  technique  are  similar  to 
those  of  thyrotomy.  In  the  removal  of  the  tumor  a  part  or  the 
whole  of  the  lateral  half  of  the  larynx  is  removed,  depending  upon 
the  extent  of  the  growth. 

Complete  Laryngectomy. — Complete  laryngectomy  under  all 
circumstances  is  a  formidable  and  dangerous  operation,  but  in  cases 
where  the  disease  is  bilateral  it  offers  the  only  hope  of  permanent 
cure. 

Technique. — The  technique  herein  described  is  mainly  that  of 
Solis-Cohen,  and  the  steps  are  as  follows ; — 

1.  A  preliminary  low  tracheotomy  two  to  four  days  before  the 
major  operation. 

2.  Make  a  median  line  incision  from  the  hyoid  bone  to  the 
ensiform  cartilage. 

3.  If  necessary  make  two  transverse  incisions  from  the  upper 
extremity  of  the  primary  incision. 

4.  Divide  all  soft  tissues  from  the  anterior  and  lateral  surfaces 
of  the  larynx  and  spread  the  wound  widely  with  retractors. 

5.  Anchor  the  trachea  to  the  external  wound  by  passing  two 
sutures  through  the  first  and  second  rings  in  order  to  prevent  the 
lower  portion  from  dropping  into  the  mediastinum  after  sewing. 

6.  Separate  the  larynx  from  the  esophagus  by  means  of  a 
blunt  elevator. 

7.  Sever  the  trachea  from  the  cricoid,  or  lower  down  if  neces- 
sary. 

8.  In  severing  the  upper  portion  of  the  larynx  from  the  esopha- 
gus great  care  should  be  exercised  to  preserve  as  much  of  the  latter 
as  the  ravages  of  the  disease  will  permit.  Sometimes  it  is  possible 
to  leave  the  arytenoids  and  even  the  epiglottis  unimpaired. 

9.  Open  the  pharynx  through  the  thyrohyoid  membrane,  and 
separate  the  larynx  from  its  pharyngeal  attachment  by  means  of 
scissors. 

10.  Close  off  the  pharynx  from  the  lower  wound  by  the  fol- 
lowing steps:  (a)  Unite  the  edges  of  the  pharyngeal  opening  in  a 
vertical  line  by  means  of  a  row  of  sutures.  Keen  stitches  the  lower 
pharyngeal  membrane  to  the  thyrohyoid  membrane  at  a  point  below 
the  hyoid  bone,  (b)  Unite  the  pharyngeal  aponeurosis  by  sutures, 
(f)  Draw  the  deep  muscles  toward  the  median  line  and  unite  the 
free  borders  by  sutures,  (d)  Unite  the  superficial  muscles  in  a 
similar  manner,  (c)  Suture  the  stump  of  the  trachea  to  the  exter- 
nal wound.  {/)  Close  the  external  wound  except  around  the 
tracheal  orifice  and  apply  sterile  gauze  dressings. 
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Treatment   of   Extrinsic   Growths. — Rarely    h   it   possible    to 

remove  an  extrinsic  growth  in  its  entirety,  including  all  lymphatic 
involvement,  and  then  only  by  the  most  extensive  dissections  which 
combine  complete  laryngectomy  with  some  form  of  pharyngotomy. 
Furthermore,  patients  who  submit  to  this  operation  usually  are 
obliged  to  wear  an  artificial  larynx  thereafter,  the  discomforts  of 
which  are  very  great. 

The  results  of  all  external  o]>erative  procedures  upon  the  larynx 
are  unfavorably  influenced  in  those  who  have  other  associated  organic 
diseases,  especially  diabetes,  Rright's  disease  and  cardiac  lesions;  also 
in  individuals  in  advanced  life.  Extensive  lymphatic  gland  involve- 
ment is  an  insurmountable  barrier  to  success.  Before  attempting  an 
operation  involving  so  much  danger  to  life,  and  with  after-conditions  so 
fraught  with  discomfort,  a  full  statement  of  all  facts  should  be  made 
to  the  patient,  leaving  him  to  make  the  final  decision.  It  is  the  author's 
conviction  that,  in  advanced  cases,  life  is  further  prolonged  and  with 
no  greater  suffering  by  cleansing  and  palliative  local  applications,  and 
sufficient  morphine  to  control  pain.  A  tracheotomy  should  be  per- 
formed whenever  the  laryngeal  stenosis  becomes  distressing.  Insuffla- 
tions of  orthoform  and  morphine  after  cleansing  with  alkaline  sprays 
or  normal  salt  solution  relieve  the  discomfort.  Dysphagia  may  be 
relieved  by  spraying  the  entire  throat  and  larynx  with  a  2  per  cent. 
solution  of  cocaine  twenty  minutes  before  meals.  In  advanced  cases 
feeding  through  an  esophageal  tube,  rectal  alimentation,  or  even 
gastrotomy  may  become  necessary  in  order  to  sustain  life. 


CHAPTER  LI. 

NEUROSES  OF  THE  LARYNX. 

The  various  neuroses  of  the  larynx  haye  to  do  either  with  the 
sensation  or  motion  of  this  organ.  Hence  they  are  primarily 
classified  as: — 

1,  sensory,  and,  2,  motor  disturbances. 

1.  NEUROSES  OF  SENSATION. 

Sensory  neuroses  are  relatively  rare  and  are  chiefly  confined  to 
the  terminal  nerve  filaments  in  the  laryngeal  mucosa.  They  are 
classified  in  conformity  with  their  clinical  manifestations  into  (o) 
anesthesia;  (b)  hyperesthesia  and  paresthesia;  (c)  hyperalgesia  or 
laryngeal  neuralgia. 

(a)  ANESTHESIA. 

Etiology. — Tliis  affection  is  usually  due  to  some  form  of 
neuritis  of  the  terminal  filaments  of  the  superior  laryngeal  nerve, 
and  is  most  commonly  observed  as  a  sequela  of  diphtheria  and, 
rarely,  of  cholera.  Hysteria  is  believed  to  be  the  cause  in  a  limited 
proportion  of  cases.  When  of  central  origin  it  usually  occurs  as  a 
symptom  of  bulbar  paralysis  or  tabes. 

Unilateral  anestliesia  is  observed  in  cases  of  laryngeal  paralysis 
from  hemiplegia. 

Symptoms. — The  area  of  anesthesia  may  either  be  general  or 
circumscribed-  When  general  the  entire  laryngeal  mucosa  loses 
its  normal  irritability  to  touch  and  no  cough  or  spasm  is  induced 
when  a  prolie  or  applicator  is  passed  into  the  larynx.  Aside  from 
the  actual  loss  of  sensation  the  most  common  symptom  is  the 
tendency  for  food  and  drink  to  pass  into  the  larynx  and  trachea. 

Diagnosis. — The  diagnosis  is  based  upon  the  loss  of  sensation 
to  the  touch  of  the  probe. 

Prognosis.^ — The  prognosis  depends  upon  the  primary  cause  of 
the  disease.  It  is  grave  in  all  cases  of  central  origin,  but  when  the 
affection  results  from  diphtheria  or  hysteria  the  prognosis  is  good 
and  recovery  may  be  expected  in  a  few  weeks. 

Treatment. — Except  in  cases  of  central  origin  the  treatment 
should  consist  of  general  hygienic  measures,  principally  out-of-door 
life  in  a  bracing  atmosphere,  and  the  internal  administration  of 
suitable  tonics  in  the  form  of  iron  and  strychnia.  When  accom- 
panied with  paralysis  of  the  laryngeal  muscles  it  is  important  to 
adopt  measures  for  preventing  the  entrance  of  food  into  the  larynx. 
This  is  best  accomplished  by  tubal  feeding,  or  by  having  the  patient 
assume  the  dorsal  position  while  eating.  Electricity  in  the  form 
of  the  galvanic,  faradic,  or  high-frequency  current,  applied  locally, 
is  of  some  benefit. 

"  (785) 
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(b)  HYPERESTHESIA  AND  PARESTHESIA. 

Etiology. — Some  increase  in  the  sensibility  of  the  larynx  is 
common  even  among  healthy  individuals.  The  increased  or  hyper- 
sensitiveness  is  characterized  by  attacks  of  cough  or  even  laryn- 
gospasm,  upon  the  slightest  touch  or  stimulus  applied  to  the 
laryngeal  mucosa.  Such  irritability,  however,  soon  subsides  and 
the  patient  becomes  ^ble  to  endure  the  stimuli  without  reflex 
symptoms.  Persistent  catarrhal  inflammation  of  the  upper  air 
passages,  particularly  in  those  who  indulge  in  tobacco  or  alcoholic 
excesses,  is  provocative  of  hyperesthesia  of  the  laryngeal  mucosa. 
The  laryngeal  mucosa  of  tuberculous  and  anemic  persons  is  par- 
ticularly susceptible  to  changes  of  temperature,  smoke,  dust  or  the 
slightest  pressure  upon  the  throat.  The  apprehension  of  impending 
cancer,  tuberculosis  or  syphilis,  which  is  aroused  by  nervous 
indigestion  in  neurasthenics,  is  a  common  cause  of  this  affection. 

Sjrmptoms. — The  milder  symptoms  consist  of  a  disagreeable 
sensation  of  burning,  pricking,  dryness,  constriction  and  rawness 
in  the  larynx.  The  phonophobia  on  the  part  of  the  tuberculous 
and  of  various  reflex  disorders  is  commonly  due  to  a  more  or  less 
abnormal  sensitiveness  in  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  larynx. 
The  truly  nervous  laryngeal  cough,  however,  according  to  Macken- 
zie "occurs  without  any  altered  sensibility  of  the  larynx"  at  all. 
The  mucosa  is  extremely  irritable  to  the  touch,  and  cough  and 
"tired"  voice  is  common.  The  mucous  membrane  is  often  con- 
gested, but  may  be  anemic. 

PARESTHESIA. 

Paresthesia  of  the  larynx  is  almost  invariably  associated  with 
hysteria  and  is  characterized  by  perverted  sensations  in  the  lar>'nx. 
Persons  who  by  occupation  are  obliged  to  use  their  voices  much 
are  frequently  tht-  sufferers  from  a  morbid  sensibility  of  the  larynx 
which  causes  tiicm  to  suspect  the  presence  of  a  foreign  body  in  the 
throat.  More  frequently  the  patient  is  apprehensive  or  even 
hystL'rical.  and  complains  of  a  lump  in  the  throat,  violent  pain  or 
spasm. 

Treatment. — The  treatment  of  hyperestliesia  and  paresthesia 
in  their  simpler  forms  sliould  aim  to  relieve  the  patient's  baseless 
appreiiensiiins  regarding  serious  organic  diseases,  such  as  tuber- 
cuinsis  and  cancer.  The  surgeon  should,  if  possible,  gain  the 
patient's  full  confidenco.  meanwhile  impressing  upon  him  the  fact 
lliat  his  affection  is  a  simple  matter  which  requires  only  the  co- 
o])t'r:iti()n  of  both  patient  and  physician  in  order  to  effect  a  cure. 

.\s  a  ruk-  it  is  unwise  to  recommend  home  treatment  for  the 
throat  or  to  administer  frequent  office  treatments  unless  it  is  thought 
wise  {<i  iiKikc  use  of  a  placebo  for  a  time.  In  case  the  patient  has 
a  simj)le  chronic  laryngitis  he  should  be  subjected  to  the  measures 
herct'ifurc  delined  for  that  affection.  When  accompanied  bv  faulty 
digestion  he  slioutd  he  advised  regarding  his  food,  exercise  and 
hal)its.     Intriitracheal  injections  of  camphor  and  menthol,  each  2 
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per  cent,  in  benzoinol,  afford  much  relief.     Whenever  anemia  is 
present  the  administration  of  iron  is  beneticial. 

(c)  HYPERALGESIA  OR  LARYNGEAL  NEURALGIA. 

Laryngeal  neuralgia  is  a  comparatively  rare  affection,  character- 
ized by  intermittent  attacks  of  pain  in  the  larynx.  It  is  usually 
unilateral,  intermittent,  and  is  generally  relieved  by  pressure.  As  a 
rule  it  is  confined  to  the  local  area  supplied  by  the  superior  laryngeal 
nerve.  It  is  usually  preceded  by  a  history  of  a  cold,  but  it  may  occur 
from  the  pressure  of  new  growths.  Aveltis  affirms  that  the  spot  where 
the  superior  laryngeal  nerve  penetrates  tlie  thyrohyoid  membrane, 
between  the  hyoid  bone  and  thyroid  cartilage,  is  the  pressure  point  of 
greatest  pain.  It  is  wortliy  of  note  that  this  is  tlie  precise  spot  that  is 
complained  of  in  the  laryngeal  crisis  of  locomotor  ataxia.  The  affec- 
tion may  be  due  to  rheumatism,  gout  or  malaria. 

Prognosis. — Usually  the  prognosis  is  favorable,  although  the 
course  of  the  affection  may  be  prolonged. 

Treatment. — The  treatment  must  be  directed  to  the  primary 
cause  of  the  affection  in  each  individual  case.  Apart  from  the 
neurasthenic  element  involved  it  is  probable  that  a  considerable 
proportion  of  these  laryngeal  dysesthesias  are  of  rheumatic  nature 
and  as  such  are  to  be  treated  by  potassium  or  the  ralicylates. 

Whenever  it  can  be  determined  that  the  affection  is  due  to 
some  constitutional  dyscrasia,  appropriate  general  treatment, 
adapted  to  the  individual  case,  should  be  adopted.  In  gouty  affections 
asperin  {15  to  30  grs.  a  day)  will  afford  relief.  In  case  of  malaria 
quinine  is  indicated.  The  intratracheal  injections  (see  Chapter 
XL VIII)  relieve  the  pain  and  irritation,  wliile  hot  fomentations  applied 
externally  during  tlie  paroxysms  afford  relief. 

2.  NEUROSES  OF  MOTION. 

The  motor  neuroses  of  the  larynx  are  characterized  either  by 
loss  or  perversion  of  power  or  movement.  When  the  affection  is 
characterized  by  a  loss  of  jiowcr  it  is  known  as  paralysis;  if  due  to 
perverted  power  it  is  known  as  spasm.  To  the  one  or  other  of  these 
two  primary  classes  all  neuroses  of  motility  belong.  A  further 
analysis  determines  whether  the  lack  of  motility  lies  in  the  tissues 
of  the  muscles  or  in  disease  of  the  nerves  that  control  them.  If 
found  in  the  muscles  it  is  termed  myopathic.  If  it  originates  in  the 
nerves  it  is  classified  as  neuropathic.  The  muscles  that  may  be 
involved  are  enumerated  as  follows: — 

Group  1.     The  lateral  crico-arytenoids.  "^ 

The  superior  portions  of  the  thyro-arytenoids.    \  Adductors. 
The  arytenoids.  J 

Group  2.     The  internal   thyro-arytenoids.      Internal  tensors. 

Tu-.  ..-•     .t,        -A      f  External  tensors 

Ine  cricothyroids.  <         ,  ,,  .         . 

'  I      of  the  vocal  cords. 

Group  3.     The   thyro-epiglottics.  l     Sphincters 

The  aryteno-cpifTlottic?  [■  or 

All  the  adductor  muscles,     J  constrictors. 
Group  4.     The  crico-arytcnoids.     Abductors. 
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The  chief  functions  of  p;roui>s  1  and  2  is  tliat  i>f  plmnatiun; 
group  i,  di'^hititinn ;  of  group  4,  respiration. 

The  pu;iition  of  the  vixal  cords  during  fnrccd  inspiration  It 
shown  in  I'ig.  504;  that  of  ijutct  inspiration  in  I'ig.  505,  ;tnd  during 
phoiiaitim  itt  Fig.  20.  With  the  exception  of  the  cricothyroids  an( 
a  portion  of  the  arytenoids  the  entire  list  of  the  abovc-mcntion< 
muscles  receive  their  nerve  supply  from  the  recurrent  Urynf;cal 
nerves,  The  cricothyroids  and  the  arytenoids,  in  part,  arc  supplied 
by  the  superior  laryngeal  nerve. 

It  is  obvious  that  an  intlammatory  process  of  sufTiricni  severit] 
to  produce  inflammatory  chang'es  in  the  mucous  membrane  aji< 
deeper  tissues  of  the  larynx  is  equally  sufficient  to  induce  distort 
anccs  of  ftniction  of  the  type  known   as  museular  paresis.     Th( 
"tired"  voice  of  the  professional  singer  or  orator,  due  to  prolongs 
overstrain  nf  vnicc  r»r  a  loo  frequent  use  of  unusual  register*,  cjilled' 
by  Fraiikcl  mo^iphonia,  may  be  rej^arded  as  paresis  of  lliisi  type. 


Rtf.  5lM.— rnsiiion  f>(  ihc 
v'K-al  curd»  during  forced  in- 
^fiiration. 


rig.  505. — The  p^Mlion  of  the 
vocal  c^^rds  during  ordinary  io- 
spiration. 


While  this  is  true,  myopathic  paralysis  seldom  exists  with 
affecting  its  corresponding  nerve,  .^cco^ding  to  Koss.  "we  muAt] 
asDumc  that  the  inrtammatory  process,  considering  the  intimaK 
relation  bclvv-een  a  muscle  and  its  nerve  in  the  larynx,  very  easily 
spreads  from  the  niuMular  tii^sue  to  the  supplying  nerve  brancbet^ 
and.  again,  a  neuropathic  paralysis,  if  existing  for  some  while,  maj 
be  accompanied  by  paresis  of  the  corresponding  muscle  through] 
what  is  called  'atrophy  of  inactivity.'  Hence  it  follows  that  it  wiOj 
very  frequently  be  impossible,  or  at  least  very  ditVicuU.  tu  du 
lingutsh  by  means  of  the  laryngoscopic  image  a  myo|>athic  it 
a  neuropathic  alTeclinii." 

Furthermore,  as  the  seat  of  the  disease  may  be  anywhere  ml 
the  nerve  from  its  root  in  the  floor  of  the  fourth  ventricle  lo  iu 
termination   in  tbc  larynx,  we  naturally  divide  them   again  inta 
central  or  peripheral  paralyses  according  as  they  have  IbeJr  ortgia] 
in  the  central  nervous  system   (Kig.  506)  or  in  a  disease  of  th« 
nerve  at  its  periphery  in  the  larynx.    It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the' 
character  of  the  paralysis  of  the  laryngeal  muscles  depends  upoar 
whether  the  origin  is  to  l)e  sought  in  the  nervou.s  centres  whkbj 
govern  their  action,  or  in  the  endings  of  the  nerves  tbcni>elve»- 
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1.  CENTRAL  PARALYSIS. 

Fortunately,  outside  of  the  functional  -  or  hysterical  paralyses 
of  the  larynx  due  to  lesions  in  the  central  nervous  system,  cases 
of  central  origin  are  exceedingly  rare  and  are  seldom  seen  except  in 
locomotor  ataxia,  multiple  sclerosis  and  bulbar  paralysis.  And  equally 
fortunate  is  the  fact  that  their  diagnosis  is  never  flifficuU,  for  here  the 
Semon-Rosenbach  law  is  of  great  value,  viz.,  "in  all  functional 
paralyses  of  the  larynx  the  constrictors  of  the  glottis  (adductors) 
are  almost  always  affected ;  in  all  the  organic  and  progressive 
organic  paralyses,  whether  central  or  peripheral  in  origin,  the 
dilators  of  the  glottis  (abductors)  are  at  first  or  exclusively 
affected." 


Fig.  506. — Diagrammatic  rcprescntalion  of  tlic  centers  of  respiration 
and  phonation  in  the  brain  and  medulla  oijlcniKata  and  their  tracts  (after 
Rethi).  The  cortical  center  of  phonation  (H)  is  functionally  more  im- 
portant, and,  therefore,  better  developed,  than  the  cortical  center  of  res- 
piration, r;  on  the  other  hand,  the  medullary  (bulbar)  center  of  respira- 
tion, R,  is  functionally  of  greater  importance  than  the  medullary  center 
of  phonation,  y.  The  more  important  centers  are  thus  marked  with  capital 
letters;  the  minor  centers,  with  small  letters;  the  black  non-interrupted 
lines  {S.s)  show  the  course  of  the  fibers  for  the  narrowers;  the  lines  0,0, 
those   (dotted)    for  the  dilators  of  the  glottis.     (Ross,  with  permission.) 

And  it  may  further  l>e  observed  that  the  most  marked  char- 
acteristic of  laryngeal  paralysis  of  central  origin  is  that  other 
nerves  become  implicated.  For  instance  central  paralyses  of  the 
larynx,  when  due  to  organic  disease,  never  appear  alone,  inasmuch 
as  loss  of  power  in  some  other  muscle  of  the  head,  face,  or 
extremity  simultaneously  occurs.  Hence  a  history  of  a  sudden 
loss  of  voice  with  an  equally  sudden  return  occurring  in  women  at 
the  period  of  puberty,  pregnancy  or  the  menopause,  or  among  men 
hysterically  inclined,  or  afflicted  with  nasal,  pharyngeal,  or  laryn- 
geal hypertrophies,  and,  especially  when  the  image  In  the  laryn- 
goscope is  that  of  paralysis  of  both  adductors,  it  may  be  assumed 
that  the  affection  js  functional  and  not  organic, 
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Prognosis. — The  prognosis  in  these  cases  is  generally  good. 

Treatment. — The  surgeon  should  at  the  outset  endeavor  to 
gain  the  full  confidence  of  the  patient  and  meanwhile  he  should 
speak  hopefully  regarding  the  outcome.  It  is  unwise  to  mention 
the  word  hysteria,  but  rather  to  assume  that  the  affection  is  real 
but  curable.  If  any  pelvic  disorders  are  discovered  they  should 
receive  proper  treatment.  It  is  also  important  that  any  accom- 
panying disease  of  the  upper  respiratory  tract  should  be  attended 
to  and  the  general  health  and  hygiene  should,  if  possibly,  be 
improved  by  tonics,  rest  and  proper  exercise. 

Full  advantage  should  be  taken  of  suggestions  regarding  the 
improvement  of  voice  whicli  may  be  expected  to  ensue,  and  even 
hypnotism  may  be  resorted  to  with  excellent  results.  A  sudden 
shock  from  an  electric  current,  or  the  passing  of  a  probang  into  the 
larynx,  has  been  known  to  restore  tlie  voice  in  patients  who  have 
been  properly  prepared  by  suggestion.  The  author  has  repeatedly 
succeeded  in  restoring  the  voice  by  direct  application  of  weak  silver 
or  iron  solutions  to  tlie  larynx  after  having  instructed  the  patient 
to  say  "John,"  "Mary,"  or  some  other  word  just  at  the  instant  when 
the  probang  is  withdrawn. 

2.  PERIPHERAL  PARALYSIS. 

Our  use  of  the  word  here  covers  the  entire  course  of  the  nerve 
from  the  time  it  leaves  the  cranium  to  its  termination  in  the  larynx, 
and  the  symptoms  are  governed  by  the  exact  spof^t  which  the  nerve 
is  affected.  It  is  obvious  that  many  factors  may  disturb  or  destroy  the 
functions  of  the  laryngeal  nerves.  According  to  Ross:  "In  lesions 
above  the  branching  off  of  the  superior  laryngeal  nerve  all  of  the 
laryngeal  muscles  of  tlie  same  siile  are  jtaralyzcil,  and  there  is  anes- 
thesia of  the  correspon<ling  iialf  of  the  laryngeal  mucous  membrane, 
and  the  pulse  rate  is  generally  increasc<l,  even  up  to  K»0.  In  lesions 
between  the  origins  of  t!ie  tun  laryngeal  nerves  there  is  no  anesthesia 
but  only  ]>aralysis  of  the  mu-^clc-^.  In  lesions  below  the  recurrent  the 
larvnx  remains  intact,  wliilc  tlio  cardiac  symptoms  may  be  alarming. 
If,  in  a(l<Hti()n,  the  pharyngeal  t>ranclies  arc  paralyzed,  we  shall 
also  fitid  paralysis  in  tlic  pliarvnx  and  anestlic^ia  <tf  the  palate." 
Tor  convenience  of  ilescription  ])erii)lieral  ])aralyses  are  classified  as 
follows  :— 

.■I.  Paralysis  induced  by  disease  nr  traumatism  of  the  recurrent 
{inferior  I  laryngeal  ner\c, 

/^.  Paralysis  induced  by  {liseasc  or  traumatism  of  the  sui»erior 
laryngeal  nerve. 

A.  PARALYSIS  INDUCED   BY   DISEASE   OR  TRAUMATISM   OF 
THE  RECURRENT  (INFERIOR)   LARYNGEAL  NERVE. 

Owing  to  its  exposed  position,  paralysis  of  this  nerve  is  com- 
parativeh'  frequent,  and  its  causes  may  be  sought  in:  {a)  Nearby 
diseases,  such  as  aneurism  of  tlie  aortic  arch  on  the  left,  or  the 
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Innominate  or  subclavian  arteries  on  the  right,  destructive  processes 
at  the  apex  of  the  lung,  carcinoma  of  the  esophagus,  enlarged 
lymphatic  j^Iands.  goitic,  tumors  vl  the  mediastinum,  pleurisy  and. 
occasionally,  pericarditis,  (b)  Traumatic  injuries  such  as  result 
from  operations,  slabbing  and  attempts  at  suicide,  (c)  Varied 
neuritic  and  perineuriiic  itiflanimaiory  processes  due  to  such  infec- 
tious diseases  as  di|>hihcria.  intluenza,  typhoid  fever,  and,  occasionally, 
rheumatic  and  scarlet  fever;  or  the  ingestion  of  large  doses  of  sucli 
drugs  as  atropine,  lead  and  arsenic.  The  various  types  of  paralysis  of 
the  recurrent  larj-ngeal  nerve  are  defined  in  the  following  order: — 

I.  BILATERAL  ABDUCTOR  PARALYSIS. 

Etiology. — As  we  have  already  observed,  the  act  of  abduction  is 
performed  L>y  the  posterior  crico-arytenoid  muscles.  Paralysis  of 
these  muscles  is  nf  two  general  types,  viz.,  neuropathic  and  myo- 
pathic.   In  tlie  majority  of  all  cases  the  lesion  is  central  and  arises 


Fig.  St)?.— Rilatffal  alt- 
durlnr  paralysis  during 
inspiration. 


FijT  508— Bi  la  I  era!  ah- 
(liicHif  (i.irab'ais  during 
expiration. 


Fig  509.— Paralytis  of 
the  It  ft  atidtictor  .i*  sren 
during  fortcd  mspira- 
lion. 


from  degenerative  changes  wliich  are  induced  by  syphilis,  tabes 
dorsalis  and  bulbar  paralysis.  In  rare  instances  a  bilateral  involve- 
ment of  the  recurrent  laryngeal  nerves  may  arise  from  the  pressure 
of  mediastinal  tumors,  aneurism,  gtiilre  and  cancer  of  the  esopha- 
gus. This  alTfCtiun  arises  from  peripheral  causes  (above  defined) 
with  extreme  rarity. 

Bilateral  abductor  paralysis  is  more  common  among  men  than 
women  ami  is  usually  an  afffoliim  ft  adult  life,  although  a  few 
cases  have  been  reported  among  children.  Whether  myopathic  or 
neuropathic  in  origin  it  is  invariably  a  condition  of  grave  import. 
A  long-continued  paralysis  of  the  posterior  cricoarytenoids  should 
invariably  lead  lo  a  suspicion  nf  locomotor  ataxia. 

Symptoms. — Bilateral  abductor  paralysis  is  chamctrrizcd  by  a 
graduallv  increasing  inspiratory  dyspnea  which  is  aggravated  by 
the  least  exertion.  The  dyspnea  is  accompanied  by  a  marked 
Stridor  during  sleep,  and  later  on  during  the  waking  hours.  The 
laryngoscopic  picture  (Figs.  507  and  508)  is  characteristic,  inasmuch 
as  the  cords  assume  a  fixed  position  in  the  median  line  and  open 
but  slightly  during  inspiration. 

There  are  but  two  other  conditions  which  are  liable  to  be 
confounded   with    this   affection,   viz.,    bilateral   ankylosis    of   the 
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crico-arytenoidal  joint,  and  a  perverted  action  of  the  vocal  cords  or 
spasm.  But  differentiation  is  never  difficult.  In  ankylosis  the 
cords  are  straight,  tense  and  utterly  without  movement,  while  in 
paralysis  they  are  flaccid  and  show  a  tendency  to  be  sucked  in 
toward  the  median  line  during  inspiration  (I'ig-  507),  and  puffed 
upward  and  outward  during  expiration. 

Equally  sharp  is  the  distinction  between  tlie  so-called  per- 
verted action  of  the  cords  and  true  bilateral  abductor  paralysis,  for 
in  spasm  the  movement  is  intermittent  in  character  and  more  or  less 
short  in  duration.  Furthermore,  by  adopting  the  simple  expedient  of 
inducing  the  patient  to  keep  on  repeating,  i.e.,  until  the  breath  is 
exhausted,  a  perfectly  normal  abduction  will  take  place  with  his  next 
inspiration,  showing  that  no  real  paralysis  of  the  abductors  has  existed. 

2.  UNILATERAL  ABDUCTOR  PARALYSIS. 

Etiology. — Unilateral  abductor  paralysis  (Fig.  509)  is  rarely 
caused  by  a  central  lesion.  It  is  usually  induced  Ijy  pressure  upon 
the  trunk  of  the  recunent  nerve,  by  aneurisms,  malignant  growths, 
goitre,  gummata,  or  enlarged  glands.  When  of  central  origin  it  is 
due  to  tabes  or  sypliilis  and  usually  eventuates  in  the  bilateral 
form.  Cases  have  been  reported  wherein  the  affection  has  arisen 
from  toxemic  neuritis  as  a  result  of  diphtheria,  typhoid  fever,  or 
from  lead  poisoning.     Finally,  it  may  result  from  traumatism. 

Symptoms. — The  symptoms  differ  materially  from  those  of 
the  bilateral  form.  They  arc  mild  and  are  free  from  paroxysms  of 
dyspnea.  Aside  from  a  slight  loss  of  strength  and  flexibility  of 
voice  and  a  possible  shortness  of  breath  on  exertion,  no  clinical 
symptoms  may  be  detected  except  that  tlie  cord  nf  the  affected  side 
remains  practically  stationary  during  respiration  ( Fig,  509), 
Whenever  the  affection  is  primarily  due  tn  a  central  lesion,  it  may 
be  expected  that  sooner  or  later  both  sides  will  become  involved. 

Consideration  of  the  prognosis  and  treatment  for  both  these 
forms  of  paralysis  is  deferred  until  the  end  of  the  following 
section. 

3.  COMPLETE  PARALYSIS  OF  THE  RECURRENT  NERVE. 

Reference  has  already  Iieen  made  to  the  fact  that  all  the  adductor, 
alxlnctor  and  tensor  muscles  of  the  larynx,  with  the  single  exception 
of  tlie  cricothyroids,  are  supplied  I)y  the  inferior  or  recurrent  laryngeal 
nerve;  hence,  by  com])lcte  paralysis  of  the  recurrent  nerve  we  mean  a 
paralysis  of  all  the  muscles  involved  or  an  advanced  stage  of  abductor 
paralysis.  According  to  Semon's  law.  the  alxhictors  are  the  first  to 
succumb.  This,  if  due  to  progressi\e  central  lesions,  or  continuous 
pressure  upon  the  nerve  trunks,  will,  sooner  or  later,  be  followed  bv 
paralysis  of  all  the  remaining  muscles  of  the  larynx,  with  the  single 
exception  of  the  cricntliyroid.  which  is  supplied  by  the  superior  laryn- 
geal nerve.  Tliis  condition  marks  the  final  stage  of  bilateral^  abductor 
paralysis, 
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Symptoms. — The  symptoms  depend  upon  wUether  one  or  both 

sides  of  the  larynx  are  affected: — 

(a)  Uniiatcral  Paralysis  of  tii,'  Ra-urrciU  t.aryngcal  Xfrvc. — A 
characteristic  symptom  is  an  alternation  in  the  voice,  due,  nci  douhi. 
to  the  undue  escape  of  air  from  failure  of  the  glottis  to  close  in 
response  to  tlie  patient*:^  efforts  to  produce  tones  (Fig.  510).  The 
patient's  ability  to  speak  and  brcatlie  arc  stiil  retained  (Kig.  5H) 
for  the  reason  that,  while  the  affected  cord  as«;umes  and  always 


FifT.  SI 0.— Paralysis  o£ 
ihe  right  recurrent  laryn- 
geal nrrvc  during  intpi- 
raliDii. 


Fi^.  511— Paralysis  of 
the  right  rtcurrcnt  laryn- 
geal nrrvc  during  phoaa- 
lioii. 


remains  in  the  cadaveric  position  with  its  inner  edge  concave  from 
paralysis  nf  the  tensor  and  the  tip  of  the  arytenoid  cartilage  tinduly 
prominent,  the  benlthy  cord  upon  its  opposite  side  will  on  phona- 
tion  cross  the  median  line  ( l*"ig.  512)  and  thus  fall  into  apposition 
witli  the  cord  of  the  diseased  side. 

(b)  Bilateral  Paralysis  of  llic  Recurrent  Laryngeal  Xenv. — Here 
we  reach  the  ultimate  of  all  netiroses  of  the  larynx  (Fig.  513),  inas- 
much as  nearly  all  the  laryngeal  muscles  arc  paralyzed.    With  the 


Fiir.  512. — I'aralj'fiis  of  the  riuht  recurrent  laryrgeal  iicrvc  durinft* 
phonacion.    The  left  vocal  cord  crot»es  the  tncdian  line  in  urder  to 
Compen«ii|v  for  the  loss  of  mution  in  il»  o|>poncm. 


vocal  cords,  both  in  plionation  (Fig.  514)  and  respiration,  set  iu  the 
"cadaveric  position,"  dyspnea  absent  except  on  exertion,  with 
extreme  difficulty  in  coughing  and  speaking,  and  with  nn  muscular 
power  to  clear  the  throat  or  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  food  and 
liquids  into  the  larynx,  a  clinical  picture  of  this  hopeless  malady  is 
presented.  In  the  majority  of  neuropathic  cases  of  central  origin 
the  patient  succumbs  to  the  primary  disease  long  before  the  lnr\-n- 
gcal  paralvsis  has  completed  its  work.  The  following  paragraphs 
are  devoted  to  the  prognosis  and  treatment  oE  the  three  forms  of 
abductor  paralysis  above  described, 
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Prognosis. — The  prognosis  is  governed  by  the  underlying 
cause  of  the  aflfection.  In  cases  which  are  of  central  origin  or  arc 
the  result  of  prolonged  and  permanent  pressure  the  paralysis  will 
remain  incurable.  In  bilateral  abductor  paralysis  it  is  often  neces- 
sary to  rcRori  to  tracheotomy  in  order  to  prevent  a  sudden  fatal 
issue  from  suffocation.  The  prognosis  is  more  favorable  in  uni- 
lateral cases  and  in  those  neuropathic  cases  in  whicli  it  it<  possible  to 
remove  the  pressure  upon  the  nerve  trunks.  It  is  still  more  favor- 
able in  recent  cases  which  are  due  (o  toxic  neuritis  or  to  trauma. 

Treatment. — Primarily  the  treatment  mast  be  directed  to  the 
underlying  cause  of  the  affection,  and  secondarily  to  the  relief  oE 
the  paralysis  and  its  attendant  symptoms.  When  the  lesion  is 
central,  syphilis  should  be  suspected  regardless  of  whether  ihc 
symptoms  are  those  of  tabes  or  bulbar  paralysis.  Hence  loHid  of 
potassium  in  full  doses  should  he  administered.  When  due  to 
toxemia  from  lead  or  arsenic  the  same  internal  treatment  is  indi- 
cated, except  thai  it  be  daily  preceded  by  early  morning  doses  of 


Fi^,  513. — Cadaveric 
potttion  n(  ihc  cords  in 
hi  I  il  c  r  a  I  paralysi »  of 
the  recurrent  laryngeal 
iwtvc. 


piK-  514— BiLitcral  pa- 
ralysis i>[  xht  recurrent 
L-irx-ngeal  n^rvc  <)tiriiiir 
cxlremc  effort  to  pho- 
nate. 


Fig.  515— Iltlatrral  id- 
durtor  paralysis    of  the 

larynx. 


magnesium  sulphate  and  sulphuric  acid,  while  the  evil  effects  of 
diphtheria,  inBucn/a,  typhoid  and  other  fevers  should  be  met  by 
good  diet,  change  of  air  and  free  doses  of  strychnine  and  iron. 

Myopathic  cases  when  due  to  local  syphilitic  lesions  in  the 
muscles  and  niher  slrucmres  in  the  vicinity  of  tlie  larynx  rail  for 
the  mercurial  inunctions  in  addition  to  the  iodid  nf  potassium, 
while  those  of  traumatic  origin  must  be  treated  by  absolute  rest  in 
bed,  the  prohibition  of  all  effort^,  to  talk  and  the  employment  of 
such  surgical  measures  as  the  individual  case  may  require. 

The  direct  application  of  electricity  is  an  entirely  useless  pro- 
cedure in  cases  in  which  the  paralysis  has  remained  permanent  for 
a  long  period,  and  especially  so  wiien  the  paralysis  is  bilateral  and 
due  to  a  central  lesion  or  to  pressure  from  aneurism  or  m.i)it.<-nanl 
growths.     In  recent  cases  which  are  due  to  loxrmli  tir  tr  -m 

and  in  certain  unilateral  paralyses  some  beneht  may  b<  '  "od 

from  daily  applications  of  the  high-fre<|uency  current,  l.ikewisc 
in  hopeful  cases  a  systematic  course  of  massage,  carcfnl  hy^enc, 
diet  and  exercise  should  be  inaugurated. 

In  bilateral  abductor  paralysis  when  accompanied  by  paroxysms 
of  dyspnea  the  treatment  is  entirely  surgical  and  trachcvtumy  ^see 
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Chapter  XXXI)  constitutes  the  only  means  of  relief  from  the  dyspnea 
and  from  the  danger  of  sudden  death  from  suffocation.  The  danger 
of  delay  should  be  fully  explained  to  the  patient,  and,  unless  imme- 
diate relief  should  follow  the  adoption  of  local  measures  of  treat- 
ment and  the  internal  administration  of  the  iodid  of  potash,  there 
should  be  no  delay  in  operating. 

The  author  is  in  full  accord  with  the  recommendations  of 
Semon  that,  unless  objective  widening  of  the  glottis  be  obtained  by 
treatment  within  a  short  time,  tracheotomy  ought  to  be  performed 
without  delay. 

4.  ADDUCTOR  PARALYSIS  OF  THE  LATERAL,  CRICO- 
ARYTENOIDS AND  THE  ARYTENOIDS. 

Unless  preceded  by  paralysis  of  the  abductor  muscles  the  cause 
of  adductor  paralysis  is  either  functional  or  myopathic. 

When  functional  it  is  usually  induced  by  exhaustion  from  dis- 
ease, prolonged  anxiety  or  nervous  strain,  anemia,  hysteria  and 
uterine  disorders. 

When  of  myopathic  origin  it  is  primarily  due  to  acute  or 
chronic  laryngeal  inflammation.  It  occurs  chiefly  among  anemic, 
hysterical  women  and  rarely  in  men  or  young  children. 

Symptrans.— Complete  aphonia  is  the  characteristic  symptom 
of  the  functional  type.  The  attack  is  sudden  and  terminates  with 
equal  suddenness.  In  rare  instances  the  aphonia  is  confined  to  the 
speaking  voice  and  the  patient  is  able  to  indulge  in  coughing  or 
laughter  or  sneezing.  When  of  myopathic  origin  the  aphonia  is  not 
complete,  but  the  voice  is  hoarse;  it  tires  easily  and  requires  much 
strain  in  production.  The  laryngeal  picture  is  either  that  of  flabby, 
almost  immovable  cords  occupying  about  the  usual  position  of 
ordinary  respiration  (Fig.  515),  or  they  may  be  made  to  partially 
or  wholly  approximate  momentarily,  only  to  resume  the  wide-open 
state. 

Prognosis. — In  the  majority  of  cases  the  prognosis  is  good,  and 
recovery,  often  after  many  relapses,  is  the  rule.  When  the  aphonia 
is  due  to  long-continued  chronic  laryngitis  or  phthisis  it  usually 
remains  permanent. 

Treatment. — The  underlying  cause  should  be  determined  and 
if  possible  removed.  Tonics,  especially  strychnia,  out-of-door  life 
in  hygienic  surroundings,  cold  sponges,  massage  and  liberal  diet 
are  most  beneficial.  Complete  rest  of  the  voice  often  proves  a 
curative  measure.  In  hysterical  women  the  measures  advised  for 
the  treatment  of  hyperesthesia  of  the  larynx  are  applicable. 

In  myopathic  cases  the  treatment  heretofore  outlined  for  acute 
and  chronic  laryngitis  is  indicated.  Daily  applications  of  the  faradic, 
high-frequency  or  galvanic  current,  both  intralaryngeally  and  exter- 
nally, to  the  affected  muscles  may  prove  of  some  benefit. 

Treatment  of  a  more  general  character  calls  for  the  ordinary 
anti hysterical  procedures,  such  as  the  use  of  the  cold-water  plunge, 
and  the  inhalation  of  chloroform  in  extreme  cases. 
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5.  PARALYSIS  OP  THE  ARYTENOIDEUS. 

This  affection  is  caiiscei  hy  rhrunic  infiammatifm  of  the  laryn- 
ecat  mucosa,  incipient  phthisis,  hysteria,  diphtheria,  uhau^tiua 
from  Un^'eriii;:  disvasc>.  and  trDumatism.  [t  is  frequvnlly  accom- 
panied liy  paralysis  of  ihr  lateral  ahiluctors. 

Symptoms.— I'echlcness.  hoarsene.ss.  and.  at  time*.  loss  of 
voice  arc  the  cliaractcristic  symptoms  of  this  di^cai^c,  the  larynKO- 
scuiK  showing  that,  while  the  cvrds  approximate  well  in  the  anterior 
three-fourths  of  the  glottis,  the  posterior  portion  remains  open  (Fig. 
516),  thus  leaving  a  trian|>ular  ripening  hctwccn  the  cords  in  that 
situation.    The  treatment  is  similar  to  tliat  of  adductor  paralysis. 

6.  PARALYSIS  OF  INTERNAL  TENSORS. 

This  tvpe  of  i>araly.sis  is  fuund  largely  among  pr"foj>si(inaI 
singers  and  speakers,  and  is  due  to  an  overstrain  ur  (iverfaiiguc  of 
the  voice.    This  condition  is  gcneratly  ascribed  to  a  paralysis  of 


Fig.  516.— ParMj'sia  of 
the  antrnoidviis  iiiukIc. 


l■i^.  517.— Bilateral  pa-  Fig  SIS— l^ilati-ml  pa- 

ra).vMS    of    Ihc    inlcrnal  raljrsis    of    the    uitcrivi! 

tensors    diirins   respira-  tcnaorc  daring  i^lKMia* 

linn.  tkm. 


the  internal  thyro-arytenoids.  although  many  nuthors  bcHrve  that 
some  of  the  fihrcs  of  the  lateral  crico-ar)-tenoid  muscles  may  he 
involved.  If  due  merely  to  fatigue  it  can  easily  be  overcome,  but 
if  from  acliia!  strain  mcnths  of  complete  rest  may  be  necessary  in 
order  to  effect  a  cure.  In  all  other  respects  the  causes  are  pred>cly 
the  same  as  the  preceding  variety.  It  may  either  he  bilateral  or 
nnilalcral,  In  the  laryngeal  picture  the  cnrds  appear  concave  (Fig, 
.'i|7)  so  that  when  plmnation  it«  attempted  an  elliptical  gap  appears 
in  the  middle  third  (Fig.  518).  The  treatment  is  precisely  similar 
lo  thai  of  adductor  paralysis  above  described. 


B.    PARALYSIS  INDUCED  BY  DISEASE  OR  TRAUMATISM  OF 
THE  SUPERIOR  LARYNGEAL  NERVE. 

Barring  the  sphincters  or  closers  of  the  glottis,  the  only  mu^eleii 
supplied   by   the  superior   laryngeal   nerves  are   the   cri'    •  M 

(external  tensors).  Furthermore  this  ncr^'e  supplier  ■  ;  ily 
motion  to  the  muscles  but  sensation  lo  the  laryngeal  muctrsa. 
Hence  with  the  loss  of  motion  there  is  a  loss  of  sensation  in  this 
area. 
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1.  Paralysis  of  the  External  Tensors. 

Tliis,  affection  is  extremely  rare  and  seldom  is  seen  except  in 
tlie  wake  of  diphtheria  or  from  some  prescurc  above  ihe  trunk  uf 
the  nerve  caused  by  a.  foreign  body  or  ciilarf;cd  jjland.  It  may  be 
bilateral  or  unilateral.  When  examined,  ihc  cords,  though  appar- 
ently in  proxiination,  show  a  wave-like  outline  (I'ig.  51^). 

The  chief  syuipinm  i«  a  hoarse  and  uneven  voice,  tacking  power 
and  modiilalinn.  In  unilateral  cases  the  aiTected  curd  will  have  the 
appearance  uf  occupying  a  higher  level  than  the  one  upon  the 
opposite  side. 

Prognosis. — The  prognosis  is  generally  favorable.  When  both 
sensation  and  motion  are  impaired  or  lost  there  is  an..ad(k"d  danger 
of  pneiimoiiia  from  ihe  eiitram-e  ui  lluids  and  solids  intn  the  lungs. 

Treatment. — Full  doses  of  strychnine  and  irnn  should  he  ad- 
ministered  if  due  tn  diphtheria.     Mercurials  and  iodid  of  pota*- 


Fijf.  519— nibteral  pa- 
ralysis  of  the  external 
tmsors  tcricochyroids ) . 


Fig.  520.— Complclttii- 
lalrr^il  paralyKis  uf  the 
tuiiraUrynveal  nerve. 


Slum  are  indicated  if  syphilis  be  susjjectcd.  Complete  rest  of  the 
vocal  organs  is  of  great  benefit.  Tubal  feeding  may  be  resorted  to 
in  cases  wherein  the  food  passes  into  the  larynx. 


2.  Paralysis  of  the  Sphincters  of  the  Glottis. 

Careful  cxperimcnis  have  cnnlirnied  the  commonly  held  view 
that  sen.>!ation  to  the  larynx  above  the  level  of  the  vocal  cords  and 
motion  to  the  cricothyroid  muscles  arc  botl»  supplied  by  the  superior 
laryngeal  nerve  and  that  the  closers  of  the  glottis  receive  their 
motor  supply  from  the  same  source.  \\'heu,  therefore,  these 
muscles  are  paralyzed,  closure  of  the  glottis  during  deglutition 
cannot  take  place  (Fig.  .^20);  consequently,  a  continnous  passage  cif 
portions  uf  the  matter  swallowed,  principally  fluids,  into  the  larj-n- 
geal  orifice  takes  place.  Inasmuch  as  the  reflex  act  of  coughing 
cannot  take  place  until  ihcse  foreign  substances  reach  below  the 
level  of  the  cords,  on  accotint  of  the  anesthesia  above  them,  some 
of  these  fonds  enter  the  trachea,  where  they  are  prone  to  induce 
pncumt>nia. 

Treatment.— The  treatment  is  similar  to  that  advised  for  par- 
alvsis  of  the  external  tensors. 
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PERVERTED  POWER  OR  SPASMS  OF  THE  LARYNX. 

1.  Spasm  of  the  Glottis  (Laryngismus  Stridulus). 

Etiology. — This  affection  is  largely  confined  to  childhood,  being 
more  frequent  between  the  ages  of  three  months  and  two  years,  but  the 
attacks  may  continue  up  to  the  ninth  year.  It  is  more  prevalent  among 
males  than  females.  Opinions  differ  regarding  the  primary  source  of 
the  affection  as  to  whether  it  is  central  or  purely  reflex,  but  it  is 
generally  agreed  that  it  is  found  principally  among  poorly  nourished, 
rachitic  children.  Among  the  exciting  causes  are  intestinal  disorders, 
teething,  intestinal  worms,  adenoids,  undue  emotional  excitement  and 
sudden  exposure  to  cold.  In  short,  malnutrition  in  some  form  is 
invariably  at  fault. 

Symptoms. — The  symptoms  are  characteristic  and  peculiar. 
Absolutely  without  warning  and  with  no  sign  of  any  local  disturb- 
ance in  the  larynx,  a  child  otherwise  free  from  evidences  of  disease 
of  the  larynx  will  suddenly  awaken  from  sleep,  sit  up  in  bed  and 
manifest  all  the  symptoms  of  alarming  dyspnea  of  an  inspiratory 
character,  struggling  for  breath,  sonorous  inspiration,  and  rapidly 
becoming  cyanotic.  Air  will  finally  enter  the  lungs  and  the 
paroxysm  terminates  in  from  a  few  seconds  to  two  minutes.  Recovery 
is  usually  spontaneous,  but  fata!  asphyxia  may  ensue.  The  attacks  arc 
prone  to  recur  and  even  to  increase. 

Diagnosis. — The  diagnosis  as  a  rule  is  not  difficult.  Apart  from 
spasmodic  croup,  catarrhal  laryngitis  and  an  occasional  severe 
attack  of  whooping-cough,  all  of  which  are  accompanied  by  cough. 
fever,  expectoration  and  loss  of  voice,  the  only  disease  that  simu- 
lates laryngismus  striduUisjs  bilateral  abductor  paralysis.  But  the 
paralysis  is  easily  distinguished  from  spasm,  inasmuch  as  the 
closure  of  tlic  t,^Iottis  is  constant  and  incomplete,  while  in  spasm  the 
closure  is  complete  t)ut  not  ccinstant. 

Prognosis. — The  prnijnosis  varies  in  proportion  to  the  gravity 
of  tlie  underlying  cause.  In  children  who  are  fairly  well  nourished 
and  who  possess  a  good  degree  of  resistance,  in  whom  the  attacks 
arc  infrequent  and  shnw  a  tendency  to  diminish  in  severity,  the 
prognosis  is  good,  and  it  may  be  expected  that  the  paroxysms  will 
finally  disappear. 

Treatment. — It  is  seldom  that  the  surgeon  has  an  opportunity 
to  witness  a  paroxysm  of  iaryngrsnius  stridulus,  on  account  of  its 
brevity  and  irregularity.  Hence  the  mother  or  nurse  should  be 
Instructed  to  place  the  child  in  the  sitting  posture  at  the  very 
commencement,  to  loosen  the  neckbands  and  to  administer  a  sharp 
slap  U|)i>n  the  patient's  back.  Ammonia  may  be  held  to  the  nose 
and  ciild  water  applied  to  the  face  and  neck.  A  rapid  tracheotomy 
should  be  performed  in  rases  of  threatened  asphyxia,  providing  a 
surgeon  can  be  procured.  Mackenzie  advocated  the  administration 
of  musk,  providing  the  child  is  able  to  swallow,  in  the  following 
formula : — 
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H  Musk   gT.  iss. 

White  sugar, 

Powdered  acacia  aa  gr.  ij, 

Syr.  orange  flowers m  xx. 

Water  q.  s.  ad   3j, 

S'ig.:    Take  at  one  dose. 

The  treatment  between  the  attacks  must  vary  in  accordance 
with  the  primary  cause  and  the  exciting  factors.  When  the 
paroxysms  are  frequent  it  becomes  necessary  to  administer  seda- 
tives continuously  in  order  to  control  them.  Bromids,  morphia 
and  chloral  may  be  administered  under  proper  supervision.  The 
mixed  bromids  are  effective. 

H  Bromid  of  sodium, 

Bromid  of  potassium aa  gr.  xx, 

Bromid  of  ammonium gr.  x. 

Syr.  simplex   3ij. 

Aqux <j.  B.  ad  5j, 

Sig. :   3j  three  times  a  day  for  a  child  1  year  old. 

It  is  important  that  a  healthy  state  of  the  upper  respiratory 
tract  should  be  maintained. 

The  general  treatment  should  be  directed  to  the  underlying 
cause  or  causes  of  this  afTection,  and  usually  it  involves  the  adminis- 
tration of  remedies  for  rachitis,  viz.,  cod-liver  oil,  preparations  of 
iron,  the  hypophosphites  and  liberal  diet,  combined  with  a  care- 
fully regulated  hygiene,  clothing  and  diet. 

2.  Spasm  of  the  Glottis  in  Adults. 

Etiology. — The  clinical  history  of  this  aflfection  in  adults 
presents  an  altogether  different  picture  than  when  occurring  in 
childhood.  For,  apart  from  such  attacks  as  occur  as  the  result  of  a 
foreign  body  being  impacted  in  the  larynx  or  the  spasms  which  arise 
from  laryngeal  edema  or  new  growths,  spasm  of  the  glottis  in 
adults  is  seldom  dangerous  as  to  life,  and  is  more  prevalent  among 
females  than  males.  It  appears  to  be  purely  reflex  in  its  nature, 
although  an  abnormal  excitability  of  the  nervous  system  must  be 
regarded  as  a  predisposing  cau.se.  As  in  childhood,  the  attack  gen- 
erally occurs  at  night,  frequently  during  sleep,  and  the  patient  awakens 
suddenly,  seized  with  a  paroxysm  of  dyspnea,  and  manifests  all  the 
symptoms  common  to  spasm  of  the  glottis.  Such  attacks  may  be 
repeated,  but  the  regular  periodicity  so  characteristic  of  those  occurring 
in  childhood  is  absent.  It  is  occasionally  caused  by  tabes  dorsalis, 
tetanus  and  hydrophobia. 

Treatment. — The  attacks  are  usually  recovered  from  before  any 
remedial  measures  have  been  applied.  Inhalations  of  chloroform, 
nitrate  of  amyl,  and  ammonia  have  been  recommended.  Semon  has 
secured  good  results  by  advising  the  patient  to  hold  the  breath  for 
two  seconds  and  then  to  draw  two  quick  inspirations  through  the 
nose,  with  the  mouth  closed. 
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When  the  disease  is  caused  by  new  growths  and  foreign  bodies 
in  the  larynx,  the  treatment  should  consist  of  the  surgical  removal 
of  the  obstruction,  whenever  feasible. 

In  case  tlie  lesion  is  central,  and  in  tetanus  and  hydrophobia,  local 
measures  are  of  but  little  avail,  and  the  treatment  should  be  directed 
to  the  specific  affection  in  each  individual  case.  Here  again  it  is 
ini|x»riant  to  maintain  a  healthy  state  of  the  upper  respiratory  tract 
This  may  require  operations  for  the  removal  of  adenoids,  hypertrophied 
tonsils,  or  for  the  correction  of  intranasal  deformities  and  diseases. 

When  the  attacks  are  functional  and  therefore  of  reflex  origin  it  is 
important  to  institute  proper  remedial  measures,  and  to  sustain  the 
patient's  general  health  by  proper  hygiene,  clothing,  habits,  diet,  etc 

3.  Spasms  of  Co-ordination  (Phonatory  Spasms). 

In  addition  to  spasms  of  the  glottis  which  invariably  occur  in 
the  act  of  inspiration  there  is  a  class  of  these  perversions  that  only 
occurs  in  the  act  of  expiration ;  they  are  sometimes  called  expiratory 
spasms.  They  consist  of  a  loss  of  power  in  the  co-ordinate  control 
of  the  laryngeal  muscles  and  lead  to  a  spasmodic  contraction  of  the 
glottis  in  the  act  of  expiration.  It  is  the  tensor  muscles  that  are 
primarily  at  fault,  although  the  adductor  muscles  are  also  involved 
in  the  act.    Among  these  may  be  mentioned: — 

4.  Chorea  of  the  Larynx  (Spasmodic  Laryngeal  Cough). 

The  distiniruishing  feature  of  this  form  of  spasm  is  a  persistent, 
extremely  loud,  bark-like  cougli,  so  resembling  that  of  the  dog 
that  children  sutTcrinf,^  from  it  are  spoken  i)f  as  "i>arking  children." 
It  has  also  been  termed  the  "barkinj^  cou);h  of  puberty."  and  the 
'■|arynf:,'eal  cry."  So  persistent  is  tliis  tliat  apart  from  intervals  of 
'sometimes  only  a  few  minutes,  durinjj  whicli  the  child  may  act 
perfectlv  natural,  the  coii<jh  will  coiitiime  durinp^  all  waking  hours, 
sleep  alone  afforclinij  relief.  ISetwecn  tliese  attacks  the  voice  tone 
remains  entirely  unclianf^cd.  but  during  the  attacks  it  I>ecomes  jerky 
and  intermittent.  This  disease  is  found  principally  among  girls, 
^'cneralh"  around  the  years  of  puberty,  and  is  induced  by  spasm  of 
the  adductors,  associated  with  a  forcible  expiratory  movement. 

Treatment. — There  is  no  specilic  treatment  for  this  affection. 
It  is  a  neurosis,  hence  the  bromids,  arsenic,  hyoscyamus  or  can- 
nabis indica  may  afford  relief.  It  is  unwise  to  give  undue  impor- 
tance to  these  patients,  for  they  usually  court  the  nntoriety  which 
is  incited  by  the  peculiar  cough.  A  change  of  scene  in  the  form  of 
a  sea  voyage,  according  to  Semon,  is  most  effective  in  terminating 
the  attacks. 

5.  Dysphonia  Spastica. 

This  form  of  spasm  differs  from  "chorea"  only  in  that  the 
spasm  occurs  in  an  attempt  at  plionation.  For  this  reason  it  is 
sometimes  called  "stammering  of  the  cords."    Its  prominent  charac- 
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tcriattc  ihcrcrorc  is  firsl  an  hnpairmeiu  .ind  llicn  a  complete  loss  of 
voice.  This  is  explaiuable  upon  the  theory  that  the  moment  the 
patient  aueinpts  lo  speak  the  cunU  come  into  such  absoKiie  api>usi- 
lion  that  the  glottis  is  completely  closed  and  all  exit  of  air  for 
phoiiclic  pur^Kjscs  is  at)SoUiie)y  cut  oflf.  The  closure,  however,  will 
^mediately  cease  the  munienl  the  patient  ceases  his  attempts  to 
Eak.  bni  it  rvcnr^  jii>i  as  quickly  at  every  effort  to  phonate.  The 
laryngoscope-  reveals  a  healthy  appearing  larynx  in  cvcr\-  way,  but, 
the  moment  the  cords  are  brought  into  ap|)roximation  and  an 
attempt  at  phonaiion  is  made,  a  spasmodic  contraction  takes  place 
and  tile  Rlottis  closes.  I'ain  has  sometimes  been  complained  of 
and  is  probably  due  In  constriction  or  cramp.  This  symptom  has 
(jivcn  rise  to  the  sugpcstion  that  the  spasm  arises  from  an  over  or 
strained  use  of  the  muscles  of  phoiiation.  even  as  writers'  cramp  is 
caused  by  an  overuse  nf  the  muscles  of  the  lower  arm. 

Treatment- — -There  is  no  specific  treatment  for  this  affection. 
Usually  the  attacks  arc  mild  in  ciiaracler  and  cease  after  a  few  days  of 
absohile  rest  of  tlie  voice.  Whenever  the  attacks  recur  the  patient 
should  be  required  to  lake  a  prolonged  rest  and  if  possible  a  sea  voyage. 

I  to  build  up  liis  overtaxed  ami  debilitated  condition.  These  measures 
have  already  been  uutlinetl  in  the  previous  paragraphs.  Likewise,  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  importance  of  nviintaining  a  healthy  state 
of  the  upjier  air  tract.  In  -^nmc  instances  ii  is  necessary  for  the  patient 
to  ndopt  a  different  mctho<l  of  voice  production  under  com[>etcnt 
instruction. 


6-  Laryngeal  Vertigo. 


This  affection  is  chai^cterized  by  a  sudden  paroxysm  of  cough, 
which  terminates  in  a  loss  nf  consciousness  of  short  duration,  during 
which  the  palient  usually  falls.  It  occur:*  only  in  a'lults,  usually  in 
males  ami  without  premonition,  leaving  the  patient  as  well  as  before 
the  attack  ami  without  stupor.  Its  exact  (tathology  is  unknown.  A 
case  reported  by  the  author'  gave  the  following  history. — 

W.  J.  R..  aRcd  50  year*,  an  EuKliKhmaii,  maiiuf.icturcr  of  confeciioner*' 
supplies;  tia&  resided  in  America  ten  ycnr^.  His  family  histnr)-  is  good;  his 
father  .iiid  niothrr  arc  slill  tiviitK  and  free  ffom  nruro«cs,  and  ficc  brothers 
we  all  in  gitod  lit-altl).  Hi*  cwm|ili?xion  is  florid  and  liis  appearance  robu»t. 
He  hflii  never  bad  venereal  disease.  Ilr  is  of  ncn'ou*  trniprrament.  but  has 
never  dfvrUipcil  iiny  neurotic  charaeteriittics,  bill  jay*  hi*  friend*  call  him 
rxcitaldv.  lor  ten  years  he  has-  been  imdcr  severe  mental  atrain  frora 
business  carc«.  One  year  ajio  he  had  articular  rheumatism  (or  four  days. 
He  has  never  had  muRCular  rheumatism  or  gout,  lie  never  has  u>ed 
luhacco  or  snuff  in  any  form,  but  lakes  ale  cr  beer  in  moderation  with  hi* 
meflls- 

In  July.  199\.  on  rniprinB  a  shop  he  stepped  into  an  open  Irapdonrwiy 
and  Mrtick  on  his  hip.  He  was  liadly  sinnned,  hot  did  not  Iom-  crmscioui*- 
ncss.  He  wa«  in  Ued  eiKht  days,  but  refers  all  his  suffertnii  to  the  hip,  and 
says  ih:it.  althrjii(jh  he  was  very  nervous,  he  had  no  disturhance  referable  lo 
the  head  and  *pinr  dtmnR  that  time.  A^idc  :roin  thi*  he  han  never  had  any 
frighi  nr  sudden  j-Ihk'Ic  of  any  Vind;  neither  has  he  had  convuUiuns  or  tits. 
He  has  never  had  verii(fo  in  any  form,  biu  has  had  what  he  calls  bronchial 
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catarrh  for  several  winters.  He  has  had  headaches  quite  frequently  during 
his  life,  but  less  so  now  than  formerly,  and  has  never  been  annoyed  by 
hebetude  or  mental  confusion.  His  attacks  of  coughing  have  always  been 
accompanied  by  a  profuse  discharge  of  frothy  mucus,  which  was,  on  one 
occasion,  tinged  with  blood.  Physical  examination  reveals  very  little  except 
coarse  riles,  but  his  heart  is  slightly  hypcrtrophied  and  its  action  weak. 

He  first  came  under  my  notice  December  20,  1891,  Three  weeks 
previously  he  had  taken  a  cold  that  had  followed  about  the  course  of  those 
of  previous  years,  until  one  week  ago,  when  the  cough  became  more  violent 
and  paroxysmal.  He  remarked  to  me  that  "it  was  like  whooping-cough 
because  it  was  so  strangling."  Two  days  before  I  saw  him,  during  a 
paroxysm  of  coughing,  without  premonition  of  any  kind,  he  fell  suddenly  to 
the  floor  upon  his  back,  entirely  losing  consciousness.  The  attack  lasted 
but  a  few  seconds  and  he  arose  from  the  floor  feeling  perfectly  well,  with  no 
pain  or  unpleasant  feeling  of  any  kind,  and  with  no  vertigo  either  before  or 
following  the  attack.  The  seniiatinn  was  exceedingly  pleasurable,  and,  upon 
lieing  asked  how  he  felt  after  an  attack,  exclaimed  "I  feel  as  though  I  nad 
been  in  heaven." 

Following  the  first  attack  he  had  one  nearly  every  day  for  four  days; 
they  sometimes  occurred  while  he  was  in  bed.  As  a  rule,  he  stood  up  when 
coughing  and  leaned  forward  with  his  hands  upon  a  chair  or  some  other 
object  for  support,  but  he  invariably  fell  upon  his  back  during  the  attack. 
On  one  occasion  be  fell  upon  the  street,  but  was  up  again  before  any  one 
reached  him.  In  every  instance  the  loss  of  consciousness  came  on  during 
a  paroxysm  of  coughing,  but  he  had  many  paroxysms  of  cough  which  were 
not  followed  bj-  loss  of  consciousness.  He  had  had  four  when  I  first  saw 
him,  and  loss  of  consciousness  was  complete  in  all.  He  did  not  bite  hit 
tongue,  foam  at  the  mouth,  or  groan  or  shriek;  but  on  several  occasion! 
his  mouth  twitched  convulsively  during  the  attack  and  his  eyes  remained 
open.  He  had,  in  all,  twenty  attacks  and  on  one  day  he  had  five  paroxysms 
between  3  and  9  p.m.  In  every  instance  there  was  complete  loss  of  con- 
sciousness. I  instructed  his  wife  to  watch  him  carefully  during  the  attacks: 
she  reported  that  his  face  became  very  blue,  and  that  his  attacks  terminated 
in  from  five  to  fifteen  seconds,  after  which  he  would  arise  and  walk  as 
steadily  as  before.  On  two  occasion.^  he  complained  of  a  sensation  of  pres- 
sure in  the  arms  and  in  the  region  of  the  deltoid  muscle,  and,  again,  of  what 
he  termed  "smarting  of  the  brain."     The  patellar  reflexes  were  normal. 

Examination  of  the  upper  air  passages  revealed  a  general  hyperemic 
condition  with  no  s[)eii.illy  sensitive  areas.  There  is  polypoid  degeneration 
of  the  middle  tnrhinal  lioiies,  an  exostosis  on  the  septum,  on  the  right  side, 
with  a  posterior  hypertrophy  on  the  right  inferior  turbinal.  There  is  no 
varix  at  tlu-  liasf  of  the  tongue  aiid  only  slight  hypertrophies.  His  uvula 
was  am|)vitatcd  thirtftii  years  a^o  on  account  of  its  relaxed  condition,  which 
caused  connli.  The  larynx,  aside  from  a  subacute  inflammation,  is  normal 
in  appcaraiue.  The  vi>ial  cords  are  congested  at  the  edges,  but  approximate 
perfectly.     Tlierc  arc  no  signs  of  paralysis. 

.\fter  iiliotit  ten  days*  treatment  the  attacks  disappeared  entirely  and 
havi'  not  ri'dirrt'd  up  to  this  time  (February  18,  1892).  His  diet  was  carefully 
regulated,  his  Imwcls  opened  with  a  brisk  cathartic,  and  he  was  given  IS 
grains  of  broniid  of  soilinm  three  times  a  day,  in  conjunction  with  S-minim 
capsules  oi  encalyptol,  fonr  times  a  day. 

Treatment. — Aside  from  tlie  correction  of  diseases  and  abnor- 
nialilics  in  t!u'  nppcr  air  tract,  and  attention  to  the  Reneral  health. 
the  internal  adniinistratinn  of  tlic  hromids  in  large  doses  is  suffi- 
cient to  cfTect  a  cure  in  the  majority  of  cases.  Antipyrin  in  doses 
of  20  to  40  grains  has  been  recommended. 


R    ITT. 

SUSPENSIOM   LARYNfiOSCOPY. 

Suspension  laryngoscopy  is  a  procedure  by  means  of  wliich 
the  curved  road  frnm  the  terth  to  the  vocal  cords  can  he  converted 
into  a  !>traight  r>nc,  *o  that  through  the  wide  open  mmith  a  direct 


FiK-  521. — Comtilrtr  adjtistmml  of  aunpniMon  apparahik,  with 
Mrap  aruimd  htad  and  clamped  into  ring  on  hook,  to  prevent  outward 
vmnire  on  iccDi  and  lo  innrc  stradinrss  of  ioMriiiticDis. 

view  uf  the  larynx  can  be  obtained  while  the  operator  is  left  witli 
Imth  hands  free  for  manipulation  as  the  occasion  may  require. 

The  tnethod  is  not  «ine  to  he  used  in  routine  office  work,  as  a 
means  of  diagnosis,  fo  supplant  indirect  laryngoscopy,  neither  is  it 
recommended  for  everj'  case  in  which  operative  or  other  treatment 
in  the  rejjion  of  the  larynx  is  required.  Only  a  well  constructed 
instrument  should  be  used,  one  made  of  steel  and  of  sufficient 
strenglh  to  witlistand  any  strain  to  which  it  may  be  subjected. 
The  defects  which  were  present  in  the  earlier  miKlcIs  have  been 
largely  <ivercome.  and  wliile  to  Killian  we  owe  the  discovery  of  sus- 
pension Iarynj;op<"opy.  it  is  chieHy  to  Lynch,  of  Xrw  Orleans,  that 
ft  are  indebted  for  the  perfected  instrument  of  today. 
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The  apparatus  as  mtKlificd  by  Lynch  includes  the  traveling 
crane  (Fig.  521)  wliich  may  he  loweTed,  or  raised,  or  moved  in 
horizontal  direction,  and  the  horizontal  bar  having  notches  to  suf 
port  the  handle  of  the  spatula.    The  handle  is  provided  with  mor 
than  one  hook  to  give  additional  latitude  in  vertical  movrmrnt. 

The  base  to  which  the  ton^vc  spatiilrc  (Fig.  522)  are  attached 
is  made  especially  stroiigf  and  the  body  is  necessarily  heavy  to  sc- 


Fig.  522,— To  illu!itr»le  tlic  dcnul  -(..j. ..n  j  iu>-  !■!<■  •■  Jtid  ibc 
tooth-platrs  fitimg  in  the  lioniontal  lillt-il-in  inee. 

cure  the  large  screw  for  the  movement  of  the  mouth-ga^  in  (he  vt 
tical  direction. 

The  niouth-g^,  which   in  the  oripnal  model  could  not  ti«| 
opened  more  than  an  inch  in  the  vertical  dirAtion,  will  no%-  open 
as  much  as  two  inches  or  more,  and  thi^  amount  has  so  fur 
found  by  Lynch  to  be  in  excess  of  the  widest  mouth. 

The  ring  h  pear-shaped  and  attached  at  the  small  end  to 
body,  and  movement  is  controlled  bv  a  lnrj;e  screw  whirh  ronvert*] 
the  rinjj  into  a  ptiwerful  Icvrr.     l.!v  turninjj  the  screw    '  'alt 

can  l>e  driven  lo  any  part  of  the  laryngral  f:icc  of  the  cp  -  :iM 

by  its  action  tends  to  elevate  the  epiglottis,  giving  a  more  cxtcnsivej 
view  of  the  interior  of  the  larynx. 
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At  the  opposite  side  of  the  ring  there  are  two  or  three  tooth- 
platcg  (Fig.  522),  which  arc  detachable  and  capable  of  being 
moved  along  the  bar.  s<j  as  to  distribute  the  pressure  against  the 
lecih.  To  prevent  [Kissible  injury  to  the  teeth.  Lynch  has  recently 
used  with  success  dental  impression  spoons  which  an*  filled  with 
moulding  material  and  made  to  ht  accurately  the  upper  jaw.  Two 
sizes  are  used,  one  for  adults  and  one  for  children,  designed  to  fit 
the  one  set  of  tooth-plates. 

The  table  used  by  Lynch  (Fig.  523)  is  one  constructed  from 
nn  old  high-low  dcntaf  base,  which  will  permit  the  lahlr  to  be  raisied 
or  lowered  twenty  inclies.    The  top  is  of  solid  hard-wood  an  inch 


Fig.  523— Tabic  at  full  height  with  shoulder  and  fool  braces. 


and  a  half  thick,  with  a  projecting  platform  at  the  head,  to  which 
the  traveling  crane  niav  he  attached,  thus  giving  more  movement 
in  the  horizontal  directum  if  necessary. 

The  top  can  he  tilted  at  varimiH  angles  and  moved  in  a  circle 
to  take  advantage  of  any  light.  Fool  and  shoulder  braces  are  ar- 
ranged to  secure  the  patient  from  slipping.  The  head-piece  is  made 
to  drop  at  various  angles,  so  that  should  the  head  fall  for  any  reason 
the  support  would  be  in  place  to  receive  it  and  prevent  a  possible 
fracture  of  the  cervical  vertebra-.  A  strap  placed  amund  the  occiptit 
I  Fig.  521)  and  attached  at  either  side  to  the  pear-shaped  ring,  will 
help  to  distribute  pressure  uf  the  tiK>th-plates  against  the  ujtper  jaw 
ana  be  an  additional  safeguard  in  preventing  possible  injury. 

The  patient  is  placed  on  the  table  with  the  head  slightly  ex- 
tended and  held  by  an  assistant.  W  ith  the  instrument  closed,  the 
tongue  spatula  is  then  introduced  inlu  the  mouth  in  the  middle  line 
and  the  tooth-plates  fixed  l»ehind  the  terth.  The  mt>utli-gag  is 
opened  and  tlie  tip  of  the  spatula  driven  under  the  epiglottis  by 
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means  of  the  screw  on  tlit  pciir-sliaped  Hue.  The  trai-rlinp  crai 
is  moved  into  correct  position  and  tlic  spatula  hooked  over  ihe  hori- 
3:ontal  bar  {Fir.  521  >.  Extension  on  i!ie  spattila  may  br  produced 
by  turninfT  the  worm-gear  joint  on  the  handle.  Moving  the  crane< 
in  a  horizontal  ilircction.  anri  also  venical,  wit!  give  additional 
tension  and  permit  a  better  view  of  the  interior  of  the  larynx. 


Tig.  534. — Introduction  ot  bronctioscopr  Htidirr  direct  view, 
prMfcting  all  parts  tram  traumatiun. 

Reflected  li^ht  from  a  liead  mirror  is  to  be  preferred.  '- 
cxaminatiun  uf  the  trachea,  where  a  IiKht  on  a  Carrier  ot 
tracheal  searcher,  as  it  is  called,  is  empTo^-cd. 

For  bronchoscopy  and  csiophagoscopy  in  infanis  and  young  chil- 
dren the  brad  of  the  tabic  is  not  dropin-d  as  for  the  regtilar  tcchniqac 
it  bcinjr  mi>rc  convenient  to  have  the  tabic  flat  ( Fi(f.  524 ).  •'■■ 

fidenL  extension,  by  moving  tlie  horizonial  crauc  outwanb,  ir  j 
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bring  the  posterior  two-thirds  of  the  larj'nx  into  view;  then  the  neck 
is  straightened  by  the  elevation  of  the  traveling  crane,  and  the  posterior 
two-thirds  of  the  larynx  is  brought  well  into  view,  in  many  cases  with 
the  child's  head  hardly  elevated  from  the  table. 

Without  the  use  of  an  !in.Tsthetic.  which  is  inadvisable  in  in- 
fants and  young  children,  the  child  patient  is  prepared  by  being 


Fig.  525.— Demonstrating  hook,  latter  tihed  to  patient's 
right  to  remove  Left  tooih-plale. 


firnily  wrapped  m  a  sheet  aud  the  crane  so  adjusted  that  llexion  of 
the  head  rather  than  extension,  may  be  procured,  as  the  object  is 
not  to  See  the  anterior  commissure  but  to  gain  suflicient  room  for 
the  passage  of  the  tube. 

Then  introduce  the  spatuia  so  that  it  picks  up  the  laryngeal 
face  of  the  epiglottis  aii<l  brings  into  view  the  interitir  of  the  larj'nx. 

A  solution  of  5  per  cent,  cocain  is  uow  applied  to  the  upper  part 
of  the  larynx  only,  being  sure  thai  the  trachea  receives  none  of  the 
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anaesthetic  fluid,  on  account  of  the  posaibiliiieii  of  dimint$litng  the 
cough  reflex,  nature's  only  mclliod  Of  ridding  the  bronchial  tree  ol 
excessive  secretions. 

The  surface  of  the  larynx  and  vocnl  cords  arc  next  covered 
with  sterile  vaseline,  to  permit  easy  passa^'e  of  the  tube. 

With  the  larynx  thus  exposed  it  is  an  easy  matttT  to  slip  the 
bronchoscope  i^r  icsopliatroSCitpt  into  llieir  rrspectivr  opc-ninKS- 
without  traumatizing  the  pare  O'i^.  ^24).  sepanitc  tlie  cord*  b\  the 


Fij(   .SJfi, — M(V>lc  liltrd  tci  left  to  fruiftvc  rtulil  tooth  pUtr, 


use  of  an  oievator  or  retractor,  and  pass  the  tube  tnio  the  tnicltei 
under  direct  vision,  without  its  coming  into  contact  with  the  sub- 
glottic space.  Once  the  IuIk-  is  past  the  vocal  cords,  the  mandcrtn 
is  removed  to  establish  respiration  through  the  tube. 

H  it  is  probable  that  the  tube  will  have  to  be  removed  and  re- 
introduced, as  in  case  of  multiple  foreign  bodies,  it  u  ill  be  beat  to 
continue  the  patient  in  suspension. 

By  guiding  the  bronchoscope  through  the  himcn.  one  will  find 
that  it  is  necessary  to  flex  the  head,  wbicli  ran  be  done  bv  the  hori- 
zontal movement  of  the  crane  and  the  \vorm-L;ear  joint ;  nne  i«  free 
to  move  the  scope  laterally  because  of  the  cMra  width  oi  iJic  pear- 
shaped  ring. 
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By  moving  tlie  traveling  crane  in  its  various  ditrctions  the 
tul)C  may  be  so  directed  as  to  permit  its  accurate  passage  through 
the  brunchxis. 

Kit  is  desired  to  use  the  tube  unaided  after  its  passag;?  through 
the  cords,  one  proceeds  as  follows:  The  hoolc  is  removed  from  the 


Fiff  527. — Elevation  of  ring,  out  of  way  of  bronchjHcopc. 


)e  and  carefully  tilted  to  the  right  (Fig.  525)  to  permit  the  re- 
moval of  the  left  tooth-plate;  thi-n  the  rii;ht  tooth-plate  is  removed 
in  the  same  manner  f,Fig.  526).  The  pcar-sliaped  ring  is  bent 
back  upon  ils  liinge  and  the  screw  liolding  tiie  spatula  is  loijscnt'd 
and  the  body  of  the  lionk  in  this  way  disengaged  from  the  spatula 
{Fig,  527);  linally  the  spatula  is  removed  (Fig.  528).  One  then 
attaches  the  illuminating  apparatus  and  proceeds  with  his  broncho- 
scopy as  is  usual. 
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Skill  in  the  use  of  the  instrument  may  be  acquired  with  prac-j 
tice,  but  a  certain  amount  of  continuous  practice  is  necessary  tc 
secure  the  best  results.  Tlie  operator  with  both  hands  free  and 
with  the  pharynx,  mouth  uf  the  crsopho^s  and  interior  of  the 
larynx  in  direct  view  <  l*"ijj-  -''2'J)  is  in  a  posijion  tn  make  a  more 
thorough  examination  of  the  parts  than  was  possible  before    The 


\^ 


Vig.  528. — Removal  of  spUula. 

inferior  surface  of  the  vocal  ccjrds  can  be  seen,  either  by  using  a 
mirror  or  by  lifting  the  cords  so  that  the  under  surface  is  brought 
into  \-icw.  A  bronchoscope  or  a'sophagoscope  mav  Im:  passed 
directly  into  the  trachea  or  tesopha^us  respectively,  and  lastly,  an 
opcratiun  can  be  performed  which  formerly  would  not  have  been 
attempted  through  the  mouth. 

In  children  rspcciatly  the  method  has  been  used  to  ^cai  

vantage,  enabling  the  operator  to  diagnose  abnormal  cunditinns  h, 
the  region  of  thc1ar>'nx  with  greater  care,  and  facilitating  trcatronil 
where  such  is  required. 


CHAPTER     LIII. 

DIRECT  LARYNGOSCOPY,  TRACHEOSCOPY  AND 
BRONCHOSCOPY.! 

History. — As  early  as  1807  attempts  were  mado  to  examine  the 
esopha^'us  endoscopically.  The  early  attempts  were  not  successful, 
and  it  was  not  until  1896  that  Mikulicz  reported  that  he  had  success- 
fully explored  the  trachea  hy  means  of  straight  tubes.  In  1897 
both  Kirstein  and  Killian  succeeded  in  examining  the  larynx  and 
trachea  and  the  latter  succeeded  in  removing  a  foreign  body  from 
a  bronciius.  Killian  then  turned  his  attention  to  bronchoscopy  and 
was  finally  able  to  perfect  the  technique  of  the  direct  examination  of 
the  air  pa.isages.  In  1902  Einhorn  devised  an  instrument  for  the 
direct  examination  of  the  esophagus,  having  an  auxiliary  tube  in  the 
wall  of  the  main  tube  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  a  Hght  carrier,  which 
places  the  lamp  at  the  end  of  the  tube.  In  1904  Ingals,  of  Qiicago, 
used  a  separate  light  carrier  in  the  KilHan  tube,  and  in  this  way  suc- 
cessfully removed  a  pin  from  the  bronchus  of  a  woman.  In  1905  Dr. 
Chevalier  Jackson,  of  Pittsburg,  perfected  an  instrument  for  the  pur- 
pose of  examining  the  trachea  and  bronchi,  in  which  he  embodied  the 
straight  tube  of  Killian.  together  with  the  light  carrier  devised  by 
Einhorn.  It  is  this  instrument,  with  slight  modification,  which  he  uses 
to-day.  and  which  will  be  referred  to  in  the  balance  of  this  chapter. 

\Vitliin  the  past  two  years  the  direct  examination  of  the  air 
passages  has  made  rapid  strides  throughout  America  and  other 
countries,  and  many  larvngologists  are  using  these  tubes  with  suc- 
cess. For  this  reason  it  is  lilting  that  a  chapter  of  ttiis  book  should 
be  devoted  to  a  more  or  less  detailed  description  of  the  instruments 
and  the  technique  employed. 

DIRECT  LARYNGOSCOPY. 

By  direct  laryngoscof^y  is  meant  the  inspection  of  the  larynx 
through  a  straight  tube,  in  contradistinction  to  a  reflected  image  on 
a  mirror  held  in  the  pharynx.  The  same  definition  applies  to  direct 
tracheoscopy  and  tracheobronchoscopy.  Tracheoscopy  and  tracheo- 
bronchoscopy may  be  divided  into  two  classes,  upper  and  lower. 
By  upper  bronchoscopy  and  tracheoscopy  is  meant  the  inspection 
of  these  structures  through  a  tutic  inserted  by  way  of  the  natural 
passages.  By  lower  bronchoscopy  is  meant  an  inspection  carried 
on  through  tui>es  inserted  into  a  tracheotomy  wound. 

^  CliaiitiTs  1.1  II  ;hkI  LIV  are  nbstrnctcd  frnm  Chevalier  Jackson's  book. 
"Traclu-Ml]r<iiu-linM-(i|iy.  H-iopliaeoscopj-  and  Gaslroscopy,"  with  his  full 
permi>i-:ioii  rniii  aii[)rnv:i!.  The  la^^r^la^re  is  larKcly  that  employed  by  Jack- 
son. Tlu-  author  is  also  indcljtcd  to  Dr.  Jackson  for  the  use  of  his  excellent 
cuts. 
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The  instruments  used  at  the  present  time  may  he  divided  into 
two  classes,  according  to  whether  the  Hsl**  's  reHrcted  from  a  source 
without  the  tube,  or  whether  it  is  carried  by  means  of  light  carriers 
to  the  end  of  the  tube.  As  a  type  of  the  former  class  may  be  taken 
the  lubes  devised  by  Killian,  which  consist  primarily  of  a  straight 
tube  spatula  (  Tig.  S.tOi.  also  a  split  lube  spatula  (Fig.  531 1,  throufjh 
which  secondary  lubes  il''K-  Si2)  may  be  inserted.  The  best  liglit 
to  use  in  connection  with  these  is  that  devised  by  Kirstcin  (Fig. 
533)  and  which  is  worn  on  the  forehead  of  the  operator.     Of  the 


I-ig.  5dOi— The  Killian  fttrai|;lil  lultc  ipaiiila. 


l-ig.  531. — The  Killtati  aplil  tube  spaliila. 


tubes  in  win'cli  a  li^ht  is  carried  to 
the  distal  end  by  means  of  a  lifibt 
carrier.  Jackson's  are  the  most  per- 
fect type,  and  will  lierestfter  be 
referred  to  in  tlicse  deseriptions. 

They  are  made  of  the  follow- 
ing sizes  and  in  conformity  with 
the  aceo!n|>anying  illustration  (  Fijj. 
534) :  10  mm.  by  ti^  cm.  for 
examination  of  the  csophagiis  of 
a(Ui!ts,  and  7  nun.  by  45  cm.  for 
examination  of  the  esophagus  of  chililreii.  The  broncho.scopes 
should  be  7  tnui.  by  45  cm.  for  adults,  ami  5  mm.  by  30  cm.  for 
children. 

The  tubular  speculum  (Fig.  535)  has  heretofore  been  employed 
for  examination  and  treatment  of  the  larynx,  and  the  separable 
speculum  (Fig.  536 1  for  the  insertion  of  the  bronchoscopc.- 

Thc  brnnehoscopie  tnhrs  are  made  in  two  styles,  one  of  which 
carries,  in  addition  to  tlie  light  carrier,  a  secondary  drainage  tube 
to  wliicli  an  aspirator  may  be  attached  for  the  purpose  of  removing 
excessive  secretion  or  blood  from  the  field 'of  examination.  The 
aspirator  consists  of  the  ordinary  aspirating  syringe  and  bottle  con- 
nected with  the  drainage  tube  by  means  of  rubber  tubing  ( Fig.  537). 

2  Dr.  Jackson  no  longer  employs  the  labuUr  speculum,  inasmuch  a«  the 
slide  speculum  fnlTiIls  all  rrquiremenu. 


8U   LARYXGOSCOPY.  TRACHEOSCOPY.  BRONCHOSCOPY. 

In  additiun  to  ilicw  tulics  one  must  have  variuus  forms  ol 
forcep«  for  tlic  removal  of  foreign  bodies.  Thusc  of  Jackson  (Fig. 
538)  and  .Moslier  (Tig.  5.VJ)  are  admirably  atlapied  for  ihe  removal 
of  foreign  bculich  anti  sprcimens  of  new  i^rttwihs  from  the  upper  air 
passages.    One  must  also  he  equipped  with  various  hooks,  a  safrty- 


Fig.  532. — Killian  hr4Kii.'ti»sc<>t>i.-;i 

pin  closer  ( Fig,  540).  eye-jjlasscs  for  the  protection  of  the  operator* :t 
eyes,  and  nliout  a  doren  sponj^e  holders  ( I'iK-  541 ). 

Care  most  he  exercised  in  the  selection  of  sponye  holders  in 
order  that  a  mode)  may  be  obtained  which  will  invariably  retain  the 
cotton  or  t^u?.f  ;md  prevent  :my  po5sii>ility  of  its  becuuiing  detached 
while  in  lite  hnjitchi  nr  trachea. 


Fig,  533^— Kirstein's  headlight. 

One  never  should  attempt  to  do  bninchuscopy  without  having 
at  hand  a  tracheotomy  set,  for  the  reason  that  it  may  become  neces- 
sary at  any  time  to  perform  a  rapid  tracheotomy- 
Extra  lamps  are  also  essential.  For  the  purpose  of  supplying 
light  a  double  storage  batten-  (Fig.  542)  is  necessary,  and  com- 
mercial li(jhting  circuits  should  not  he  employed  for  light  supply. 
The  halleries  are  cquipficd  with  two  cords,  one  of  which  can  be  attached 
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[to  the  separable  speculum  while  the  other  i«  attached  to  the 
hrtinchu scope,  thus  obviathiK  the  ncct^sity  vi  dclacliiiig  one  cord 
from  the  specuhim  and  attacliiii^  it  lo  ihe  hrotichuscupt  during  the 

^process  of  passing  ihc  bronchoscope  through  the  speculum. 

Technique. — The  first  essential  in  the  technique  of  bronchos* 

tcopy,  as  in  most  modern  surgical  procedures,  is  a  rigid  maintenance 
of  asepsis.     If  time  will  permit  the  patient  sliuuld  be  prepared  by 

'free   catharsis,    the    mouth    should    be    carefully    cleansed    and    no 

Koud  should  be  given  for  six  ur  eight  hours  prior  to  the  introduction 
of  the  tubes  in  order  to  prevent  vomiting.  The  patient,  the  operator 
and  all  a.ssistant^  should  wear  sterile  caps  and  gowns,  whether  the 

[operation  be  performed  in  the  silting  posture  or  in  dor&al  decubitus. 


Fig.  534. — Jadcjon's  bronchoscopy  tubcfl. 


Willi  the  exception  of  batteries,  light  carriers,  cords  and  the  rubber 
portion  fif  the  apparatus,  the  instruments  may  be  boiled.  Extra  lamps 
shouhl  be  sterilized  in  separate  tulics  by  means  of  dry  steriUralion. 
;  The  rubber  tubing  and  light  carriers  may  be  wiped  with  a  solution  of 
carbolic  acid  or  alcdiol.  The  neck  should  be  carefully  prqjared  in 
order  to  prevent  the  loss  of  time  should  rapid  tracheotomy  become 
necessary.  If  <luring  the  course  of  upper  bronchoscopy  it  is  decided  to 
,  do  lower  bronrhnscopy,  evcrj'thing  should  be  rcstcrilized  before  opening 
tlie  trachea,  providing  there  is  time  to  do  this. 

Anesthesia. — For  routine  ofhce  work  and  the  examination  of 
.adults  local  anesthesia  suffices,  but  for  examination  of  the  lar>'nx 
l*nd  trachea  of  children  general  anesthesia  will  usually  be  necessary, 
(rcncral  anesthesia  will  also  be  required,  as  a  rule,  for  all  operative 
work  on  account  of  the  inability  of  the  patient  to  remain  (juict  and 
to  cnnlrol  the  laryngeal  reflexes.  Chloroform  is  preferable  to  ether 
for  the  reason  that  it  docs  not  cause  sucli  active  secretion  of  mucus. 
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prcMluces  less  couK'i'nK.  •*"*'  causes  a  f|uificr  narcosis.  Atropine, 
ViiMi  Ri^'n.  rni'y  '><'  id^'*^"  prior  to  its  ndministratiun  for  the  pnrposc 
of  (iiininistiiny  traclical  secretion.  M(.r|iliinp  sliouM  not  lie  ^ivcn, 
because  It  has  a  icndt-ncy  to  ovvrcomc  ihc  sti^lu  traclical  u:i<l  laryn- 
geal rrtlcM*s  which  act  as  a  safetoia-ril  to  the  lungs.  Local  anes- 
thesia is  induced  by  a|>plicatii>ns  of  cocHinc.    .-\  4  j>fr  cent,  suluiion 


Fig.  S3S. — ^Jaolcfioti's  lubiilar  sprcitlum. 


should  iir«t  be  applied  in  llie  pliarynx  and  lan-nxj 
and  20  jw-r  cent,  to  the  trachea  and  bronchi.1 
The  upplicatiun  of  cocaine  to  the  pharynx  and] 
larynx  is  made  before  the  insertion  of  either  of] 
the  tubes  or  the  separable  spfcubim.  preferably  I 
bv  tneana  of  the  Sajons  cotton-holdintj  lorccpa 
(l^iy.  >4i),  which  |)re%cntJ  the  iHissibility 
Uie  cott<m  ijecoininj;  detached  in  the  larynx. 

After  the  thorough  cocainization  of  the! 
lan-nx  the  separable  spccuhim  ( I'ip.  536)  i« 
intri:Kluccd,  and  the  fiirilu-r  ci>caini/.ation  of 
the  trachea  and  bronchi  i?  carried  out  by  mtiins  of  small  pled^ctfi 
o(  Rauze  passed  thniuRli  ibc  separable  speculum  and  bronclntsctipc, 
on  sponge  carriers.  Cocaine  should  l»e  used  cautiously  In  children, 
MJid  where  it  is  possilde  to  carry  out  the  examination  with  a  4  perj 
cent,  solution  this  sliould  be  done. 


DIRECT    LARYNGOSCOPY    AND    TRACHEOSCOPY    WITH    THE 
PATIENT   IN   THE   SITTING   POSITION. 

Before  proceeding;  to  the  description  of  the  technti|ue  uf  the! 
operation  itself  too  much  stress  cannot  be  laid  on  the  necessity  of] 
adhering  to  rwry  detail  of  the  position  of  the  patient  and  assistantu] 
(Fig,  544 J  and  to  the  arrang^cment  of  instruments.  Care  should  br] 
taken  to  see  that  the  lamps  are  in  perfect  working  order,  and  that 
the  batteries  and  cords  are  pro|)erly  adjusted. 
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The  patient  is  seated  on  a  low  stwjt,  the  second  assistant  being 
seated  on  a  hijflier  stool  directly  behind  the  patient.  The  instru- 
ment table  should  be  to  the  patient's  left,  and  tlic  operator  should 
stand  in  front.    1  he  hrst  assistant  stands  to  the  right  of  the  operator 


I 


Fit.  S36. — Jackson's  separable  speculum  tor  pa^^kiiiR  bronchoscopes. 

in  order  that  he  mav  be  convenient  to  hand  him  the  instruments 
required.  alway5  in  a  position  for  insertion.  The  nurse  should 
be  stationed  bcliinJ  the  instrument  table,  and  it  is  her  duty  to 
change  tlie  sponges  and  keep  the  instruments  properly  arranged  so 
that  the  first  assistant  shall  have  no  difficulty  in  rapidly  picking 


\'i)f.  537.— Jackson's  Kcrction  M[iir<itnr. 

ihem  up.  The  latteries  should  be  placed  to  the  patient's  -right  on  a 
stool  nf  convenient  height.  The  duties  of  the  second  assistant  are 
extremely  important,  lie  must  li()ld  the  patient's  head  bent  back- 
ward, with  the  irnnk.  and  especially  the  neck,  pushed  forward,  ihe 
hend  being:  as  much  as  possible  in  the  region  of  the  axis  and 
cervical  vertebrae.    At  the  same  time  he  holds  the  mouth  widely 
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open  with  the  gag,  and,  in  the  case  of  the  sitting  patient,  with  the 
forefinger  he  keeps  the  lips  away  from  the  upper  teeth. 

The  lights  having  been  adjusted  to  the  proper  brilliancy,  and 
the  field  having  been  anesthetized,  a  separable  speculum  is  inserted 
until  the  epiglottis  appears.  In  doing  this  it  is  not  necessary  to 
use   a   mouth   gag,   the   speculum   being  made   of    sufficiently   heavy 


Fig.  538. — Jackson's  foreign  body  forceps  and  other  instruments  for  the 
removal  of  foreign  bodies. 

material  to  prevent  injury  from  the  patient's  teeth.  After  the 
epiglottis  comes  into  view,  tlie  flat  end  of  the  speculum  is  passed 
beyond  it  about  1  centimeter.  And  now  comes  the  only  point 
where  difficulty  in  the  manipulation  is  encountered.  Care  must  be 
taken  not  to  pass  the  speculum  too  deeply,  otherwise  it  will  pass 
beyond  the  larynx  into  the  esophagus.    When  traction  is  then  made 


Fig.  539. — Mosher's  foreign 
body  forceps. 


forward  the  patient's  respiration  will  be  stopped  by  pressure  of 
the  end  nf  tlie  speculum  on  the  cricoid  cartilage.  This  accident 
makes  itself  apparent  by  the  struggles  of  the  patient  to  obtain  air. 
Having  passed  tlie  flat  end  of  tlie  speculum  1  centimeter  over  the 
upper  end  of  the  epiijinttis,  this  structure  and  the  hyoid  bone  must 
he  drawn  forcibly  nut  nf  the  line  of  vision.  This  pressure  is  made 
by  the  end  of  the  speculum  and  in  doing  so  care  must  be  taken  not 
to  use  the  upper  teeth  as  a  fulcrum.    A  beginner  is  very  liable  to 
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pass  the  speculum  into  the  esophageal  orifice  instead  of  into  the 
larynx,  and  the  bronchoscope  may  even  he  passed  far  into  the 
csuphajius.  'I'his  is  ^crj-  frequently  followed  by  a  gush  of  rtuid  or 
stuniach  coniciiis.  After  a  little  experience  one  can  readilv  tell  by 
the  respiratory  sounds  whether  the  speculum  is  in  the  esophagus 
or  in  the  larynx.  When  the  speculum  is  proi>erly  placed  in  the 
laryngeal  oritkc  the  operator  can  usually  feel  the  impact  of  the 
patient's  breath  against  his  face.  Coughing  is  frei|uotitly  :i  trouble- 
some complication  at   this  time,   and  unless  the  oi^ierator   wears 


Fig,  54t), — Mosher's  tofrty-pin  cIomt. 

glasses  to  protect  his  eyes  he  is  liable  to  have  considerable  diffi- 
culty. A  very  clear  view  of  the  vocal  cords  and  larynx  can  now  be 
obtained. 

If  it  is  desired  to  explore  the  tnichra,  the  tracheoscope,  with  a 
second  cord  from  the  battery  attached,  is  now  passed  through  the 
split  tubular  speculum  beyond  the  cords  and  into  the  Iraclica.  The 
slidinjj  portion  of  the  split  speculum  is  then  rcmowd  and  the  handle 
readily  comes  away,  leaving  the  tracheoscope  in  position.  Instead 
of  tlie  tracheoscoiic  a  bronchoscope  may  be  inserted  in  precisely 
the  same  manner  and  the  bronchi  examined.  The  technique  of  the 
upper  trachcobronchoscopv  is  illustrated  in  Kig.  S45-  Lower 
tracheobronchoscopy  may  fie  performed  in  the  same  manner,  but  it 

_^  4 CCLL«n  *^  > 


Tig.  Ml. — Ct>oliOg«'$  «po)igc  holder.     (Modiricd  by  Jadison.} 

is  i>rcfcrably  done  in  the  recumbent  i>osition.  This  is  the  method 
usually  employed  in  routine  oRicc  examination  and  in  the  removal 
of  foreign  botjies  fnmt  the  upper  air  passages,  but  cannot  be  suc- 
cessfully carried  out  in  children  on  account  of  the  struggling  and 
inability  to  control  the  reflexes.  It  is  not  advisable  when  pro- 
longed work  is  necessary  or  in  the  case  of  nervous  adults. 

DIRECT    LARYNGOSCOPY    AND    TRACHEOBRONCHOSCOPY, 
DORSAL   DECUBITUS. 

In  performing  this  oiK-ration  in  the  dorsal  position  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  assistants  and  instruments  is  somewhat  different  iFig. 
546J.  The  patient  should  be  placed  upon  a  table,  the  foot  of  which 
is  about  tnie  loot  lower  than  the  head.  The  second  assistant  sits 
on  a  high  stool  at  the  head  of  the  tabic,  with  his  right  arm  back 
of  the  patient's  neck,  and  with  his  right   hand  he  maintains  the 


FY 
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gag  within  the  patient's  mouth.  His  left  hand  fiipports  and  con- 
trols the  patient's  head  frum  underneath,  the  hand  resting  U)><>n  his 
own  knec^  which  is  elevated  to  the  proper  height  by  a  footstool  or 


'm 


Fig.  542.— Jackson's  improved  doublc-ctll  Iwrttrry.  arrwigcd  for  lomiihing 
current  to  the  itm»ll  lamps  wluch  arc  onplojcil  m  lironrhfueopy. 

by  crossing  one  knee  over  the  nther.  depcndini;  iiprm  the  height 
the  tahlc.     In  this  |K)sition  the  second  :iS7>i>>tanl  can  do  hi»  duty 
nitltnut  undue  fatigue  during  a  prolonged  search  or  operation.    It 


FiK-  543. — SajouVs  cnno«i-luiIiling   fon;ci>j   f«r  prrlimhiarr 
Cdcaiiitzalicii  •>(  the  ittiArytix  ariO  litr/itx- 

is  absolutely  essential  that  the  second  assistant  shall  make  himself 
comfortable,  as  his  work  is  extremely  {atii:uing. 

The  prociss  nf  anesiliesia.  if  local  anesthesia  is  used,  is  precisely 
that  described  under  bronchoscopy  in  ihc  sitting  position.    General 
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Fig.  346. — Left  upper  Iracbeobronchoscopr.  ilorsal  position,  stiowtns 
thr  iiiiroduction  of  brotichoiicope  through  thr  separable  sfK-mluiii.    (Joik- 

joii,  with  p«nnis«iMi.  I 
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Fig.  547. — Tni:hcubronchial  Irti-.  LSt,  Left  main  bronchiu.  Sl^ 
Superior  lottc  broru-hus.  .ViL,  Middle  lotic  bronchus.  IL^  ]o(crior  (o6e 
brODChuf..    (Jackfvn,  with  pvnuiwoiL} 
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anesthesia,  however,  is,  as  a  rule,  more  satisfactory,  and  chloro- 
form should  be  employed.  After  the  patient  ha^  reached  complete 
narcosis,  this  may  be  administered  llirough  a  tube  inserted  into  the 
mouth,  or  from  sponge  holilers  saturated  and  held  hi  front  of  his  nose. 
During  the  pas'^agc  of  the  split  tubular  speculum  it  is  pref- 
erable that  no  mouth-gag  should  be  used.  The  linger  may  he  used 
as  a  pilot  in  order  to  locate  the  epiglottis.  This,  however,  is  not 
necessary.  .\  .'separable  speculum  is  passed  in  precisely  the  same 
way    as    described   under   direct    larj-ngoscopy.     After    the   glottic 


Fig.  S4*S.— Skiagraph  01  a  ^J(t■ly  (>in  inibtddcd  iii  the  larynx. 
(.Author'*  collection.) 

aperture  is  in  view  the  operator  waits  until  the  patient  .takes  a 
deep  inspiration,  when  the  cords  will  be  seen  to  separate,  and  if  it 
is  desired  to  pass  the  bronchoscope  this  may  he  readily  inserted 
between  them.  For  operative  work  upon  the  larynx  the  tubular 
speculum  is  best  adapted.  Even  when  (jcneral  ane.slhcsia  is  used 
it  is  necessary  to  cocainize  the  larynx  and  trachea  in  order  to  over- 
come the  reflexes  which  are  usually  present  even  during  the 
administration  of  general  anesthesia. 

Tn  inserting  the  bronchoscope  through  the  split  speculum,  if 
the  double  batteries  are  used  both  lights  should  be  on  and  the 
bronchoscope  passed  between  the  cords  under  the  direct  inspection 
of  the  eye.    If  only  a  single  battery  is  at  hand  it  is  advisable,  after 
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the  split  speculum  is  in  place,  to  detach  the  cord  from  it  and  attach 
it  to  the  bronchoscope  and  pass  it  by  illumination  from  this  source. 
In  case  a  foreign  body  obstructs  one  bronchus  care  must  be  taken, 
in  passing  the  bronchoscope  into  the  obstructed  bronchus,  not  to 
shut  oflF  the  supply  of  air  to  the  other  bronchi.  This  can  be  done 
by  so  manipulating  the  bronchoscope  that  one  of  the  apertures  is 
opposite  the  bronchial  orifice. 

LOWER  TRACHEOBRONCHOSCOPY. 

Lower  tracheobronchoscopy  is  performed  preferably  through 
a  low  tracheotomy,  although  it  may  be  carried  out  through  a  high 
one.  It  is  much  more  readily  done  through  low  tracheotomy,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  chin  is  then  further  away  from  the  seat  of 
operation.  Tracheotomy  is  performed  in  the  ordinary  way  (Chap- 
ter XXXI),  and  before  attempting  to  pass  any  tubes  all  bleeding  must 
be  stopped  and  the  trachea  thoroughly  cocainized. 

In  doing  this  operation  it  is  essential  that  strict  asepsis  should 
be  carefully  observed.  The  patient  should  be  kept  in  the  Trendelen- 
burg position  for  some  hours  afterward.  If  the  operation  of  lower 
tracheobronchoscopy  is  satisfactorily  accomplished,  and  there  is  no 
further  use  for  the  tracheotomy  wound,  it  should  not  be  stitched 
completely,  but  the  central  portion  should  be  packed  with  gauze  to 
insure  perfect  and  permanent  healing  by  granulation  from  below. 
During  convalescence  the  wound  in  the  trachea  should  occasionally 
be  inspected  by  means  of  upper  tracheoscopy.  The  dimensions  of 
the  tracheobronchial  tree  are  essentially  as  follows: — 

Adult  Male.  Female.  ChUd.  loteDt. 

Diameter,  Trachea  - U  x  20  rain.  13x16  mni.  SalOnmi.  6x7  mm. 

LeoRtb.  Tracbea 12.  cm,  10.     cm.               6.     fm.  4.      cm. 

"        RlKht  Broncbui 2.S  "  2.5     -                  2.       *■              1.5       ' 

"       I^ft            ■■           5.  ■'  S.       ■•                  3.       ■■              2.5      ■• 

■'        Upper  Teeih  lo  Tra'.?liea  ...  1.5  "  13.       "  10.        "              9. 

ToulloSeuoDdary  Bronchus.  11.  "  2d.      "  1«.        "  15. 

A  semidiagranimatic  illustration  of  tlie  endoscopic  appearance 
of  the  subdivisions  of  the  bronchi  is  sliown  in  Fig,  547. 

The  skiagraph  furnisht-s  invaluable  information  regarding  the 
location,  size  and  shape  of  the  foreign  bodies  lodged  in  the  upper 
respiratory  tract  and  the  esophagus.  The  appearance  of  a  safety 
pin  imbedded  in  the  larynx  is  shown  in  Fig.  548. 


CHAPTER     LIV. 

ESOPHAGOSCOPY. 

For  the  details  regarding  the  gross  anatomy  of  the  esophagus 
the  reader  is  referred  to  treatises  on  anatomy.  For  our  purpose  it 
is  necessary  to  give  only  such  points  as  must  particularly  be  borne 
in  mind  regarding  the  introduction  of  ridged,  straight  tubes  into 
and  throughout  its  lumen. 

The  variations  both  in  length  and  the  diameter  of  the  lumen 
of  the  esophagus  are  so  great  not  only  in  different  individuals, 
but  in  the  same  individuals  at  different  times,  that  it  is  impractical 
to  enter  into  a  detailed  discussion  of  them.  It  is,  however,  impor- 
tant in  this  connection  to  bear  in  mind  the  four  points  of  constric- 
tion in  the  lumen.  The  following  table  (Mosher's  complication 
from  Stark)  furnislies  a  valuable  series  of  measurements: — 

Diameters  of  the  Esophagus  at  the  Four  Co.vstrictions, 

ConSTMICTlON.  DlAHKTKK.  VKRTBBXA. 

/-  -     -J  f  Transverse  23  mm.  (1  in.)  1  c-   ^i.  ■     i 

*^'«^°'^  {Anteroposterior  17  mm.  (M  i".)   1^"'^^  "''''"^- 

A ,;„  /Transverse  24  mm.  (1  in.l  1  c- .t,  .i :_ 

*°""  i  Anteroposterior  19  mm.  m  '"■)  I''™"''  thoracic. 

Left  bronchus  { Jrr'o^osteriorT;' ^'n,'"ili  in.)  }■'''"'  '•>'>"-■ 

Diaphragm  {  ^/.-^^^/i^S  i'^^  in.)   P""^  '"o"-- 

The  most  important  constrictions,  named  in  the  order  of 
importance,  are:  1,  c«coid  (the  first  from  above  downward  at  the 
introitus,  opposite  the  intervertebral  disk  between  the  fifth  and 
sixth  cervical  vertebra?)  ;  2,  diaphragm  (the  fourth  from  above 
downward,  the  hiatus,  at  the  exit  of  the  esophagus  through  the 
diaphragm) ;  3,  aortic  (the  second  from  above  downward,  corre- 
sponding to  the  arch  of  the  aorta,  opposite  the  fourth  thoracic 
vertebra,  back  of  the  manubrium  of  the  sternum),  and,  4,  left 
bronchus  (the  third  from  above  downward,  corresponding  to  the  left 
bronchus  in  front  of  the  esophagus,  at  the  level  of  the  fifth  thoracic 
vertebra).  ' 

All  of  these  constrictions  are  more  or  less  distensible,  the  first, 
or  cricoid,  being  the  least  so.  While  the  extreme  elasticity  of  the 
walls  of  the  esophagus  in  the  normal  adult  permits  of  stretching  to 
over  two  centimetres  without  rupture,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind 
that  rigid  tubes  and  bougies  of  the  following  sizes  should  pass 
/reely,  an4  that  failure  to  pass  such  instruments  should  direct  the 

("825) 
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attention  to  the   fact   that   a   stricture,  spasmodic  or   anatomic, 

exists : — 

■ai^iA  *..i.-^  /  Adults  14  mm. 

Kigia  tuDes  I  infantj.  and  children  up  to  ten. . .     8  mm. 

Fiexibi.  bougies {Aduta  ■;:;::::;:::;::;;::;::;;;: '»SS: 

Esophagoscopy  signifies  the  direct  examination  of  the  esopha^s 
by  means  of  tubes  introduced  through  the  mouth.  The  operation 
should  be  preceded  by  a  thorough  and  careful  examination  of  the 
upper  end  of  the  esophagus.  This  is  accomplished  as  in  direct 
laryngoscopy. 

The  pharynx  and  upper  end  of  the  esophagus  are  cocainized, 
and  the- tubular  speculum  passed  down  behind  the  tonijue,  bringing 
the  epiglottis  into  view.  After  further  cocainization  of  the  introitus 
oesophagi  the  tubular  speculum  is  passed  onward  back  of  the 
epiglottis,  the  latter  being  lifted  forward  against  the  base  of  the 


Fig.  549. — Diagrammatic  position  of  the  left  hand  in  starting  the 
esophagoscopc  or  gastroscope.    (Jackson,  with  permission.) 

tongue.  The  arytenoid  cartilages  are  thus  ob.'^erved  lying  in  contact 
with  the  posterior  phar_\  iigeal  wall.  The  spatular  end  of  the  specu- 
lum is  next  inserted  into  the  depression  representing  the  esophageal 
opening,  and  is  jjassed  far  enough  to  reach  the  arytenoids.  By 
lifting  forward  the  cricoid  cartilage  the  upper  esophageal  lumen  is 
seen.    The  esophagoscnpc  is  now  passed  in  tlte  following  manner: — 

The  patient,  prepared  as  for  tracheobronchoscopy,  is  anesthe- 
tized, preferably  with  etlier,  preceded  by  nitrous  oxid  g^s. 

Montgomery  recommends  that  the  patient  be  placed  in  the 
horizontal  position,  with  the  foot  of  the  table  lowered  about  fifteen 
inches.  The  patient's  neck  is  bent  forward,  with  the  angle  as 
nearly  as  possible  at  the  upper  cervical  vertebra,  in  order  to 
straighten  the  oropharyngeal  angle,  at  the  same  time  keeping  the 
pharyngeal  axis  approximatclv  straight.  It  may  be  necessary  later 
to  raise  the  head  in  order  to  prevent  tracheal  compression. 

The  tube,  well  lubricated  with  vaselin,  is  now  gentlv  manipu- 
lated, the  proximal  end  beintj^  held  liehtlv  between  the  finsrcrs 
of  the  ric-ht  hand,  the  handle  directed  horizontallv  to  the  right. 
The  left  forefinsrer  giiidf=  the  tube  into  the  rieht  glossoepiglottic 
fossa  (Fitr.  .=^49)  posteriorlv  to  the  lateral  glossoepi glottic  fold, 
posteriorly  to  the  tense  pharyngoepiglottic  fold,  and,  if  possible, 
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inlo  the  right  pynform  sinus.  The  Rn^cT  then  pa<;scs  toward  the 
median  line  and  lifts  upward  the  tongue  and  anterior  pharyngeal 
tissues. 

When  the  introitus  is  passed,  the  obturator  is  removed  and 
the  coni  allacheil  Ili  Ihc  light  carrier  by  tlic  bayonet  filling.  T\tt:  tube 
now  being  lighted  up  is  parsed  under  the  guidance  of  the  eye.     Jackson 


rig.  55u.— Poiition  of  second  asststatil  and  paticnl  for  csojiliago- 
•copj?  pvr  OS.  Oowns,  taps,  and  covers  arc  omitted,  better  to  show  the 
positions.    (JacksQH,  with  pcrmbsion.) 


calls  attention  lo  (he  foHouing  ptiints.  which,  if  observed,  render  easy 
liie  passage  of  tlie  instrument  once  it  is  started: — 

1.  The  instrument  must  liave  been  welt  greased  before 
starting. 

2.  The  tube  must  he  guided  by  the  eye  so  as  to  follow  the 
esophageal  lumen  by  sight. 

3.  The  pinching  of  the  tube  by  the  Iccili  must  be  avoided  so 
that  the  lube  will  he  free  to  move  as  needed  lo  follow  the  axis  of 
the  esophageal  lumen  as  it  is  seen  tu  open  up  ahead. 
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4.  The  holding  of  the  head  steadily  in  extreme  tension,  with 
the  mouth  widely  open  (Fig.  550). 

After  the  introitus  is  passed,  the  head  should  be  slightly  raised 
to  prevent  tracheal  compression. 

Only  two  points  will  now  give  the  operator  any  trouble,  the 
hiatus  diaphragmatis  and  the  bend  to  the  left  of  the  abdominal 
esophagus. 

The  first  is  passed  by  placing  the  long  axis  of  the  elliptic  cross 
section  of  the  tube  from  the  right  posteriorly  forward  toward  the 
left  anteriorly.  The  second  is  easily  passed  if  the  head  and  neck 
of  the  patient  are  moved  to  the  right,  and  the  lumen  is  carefully 
watched  and  followed. 

The  esophagoscope  is  extremely  useful  in  skilled  hands  for  the 
detection  of  disease  and  subsequent  treatment.  Stenotic  conditions, 
whether  due  to  spasm,  cicatricial  contractions,  new  growths  in  the 
esopliaeus  or  mediastinum  or  other  causes,  may  be  diagnosticated 
and  surgical  or  therapeutic  measures  instituted  for  their  relief, 
throueb  the  esophagoscope. 

Diverticula  are  readily  discovered  and  ulcers  located  and 
treated.  Its  most  valuable  application,  however,  is  in  the  removal 
of  foreign  bodies  from  the  esophagus. 
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Abbe.  Robert,  159. 

Abscess,    brain,    of    otitic    origin,    374- 
384. 

cerebellar.    See  Otitic  brain  abscess. 

cerebral.    See  Otitic  brain  abscess. 

epidural,  364. 

extradural,  365. 

laryngeal,  755. 

of  auricle,  U9. 

of  middle  turhinals,  549. 

of  s^tum,  545. 

perisinus,  350,  357. 

peritonsillar,  704,  708. 

retropharyngeal,  693. 
Acoumeter,  35,  36. 
Acousma,  54. 
Acoustic  neuritis,  391. 

nerve,  primary  atrophy  of,  392. 
Actinomycosis,  480. 
Adam  septum  forceps.  524,  525. 
Adductor  paralysis  of  lateral  cricoary- 
tenoids and  arytenoids,  795. 
Adenoids,  667. 

alterations  of  voice  in.  670,  671. 

anosmia  in.  671. 

aprosexia  in,  671,  673. 

aural  complications  in,  672. 

bones  and,  670,  671. 

clinical  picture  of,  669. 

colds,  recurrent,  and,  672. 

deaf-mutism  and,  672. 

diagnosis  of.  673. 
by  anterior  rhinoscopy,  673. 
by  digital  examination,  673. 
by  posterior  rhinoscopy,  673. 

diflerential  diagnosis,  674. 

disorders  of  digestion  from,  671. 

etiologic   significance   in   ear   disease, 
47. 

etiology,  667. 

facial  deformity  in,  671, 

forceps,  Brandegee,  675,  676,  679. 
Hooper.  f)85. 

hearing  in,  672. 

heredity  and,  667. 

inflammatory  symptoms  and  compli- 
cations of,  6/2. 

intranasal  inflammations  and,  672. 

lymphatic  glands  and,  669. 

mentality  in,  670,  673, 

middle-car  complications  of,  672. 

mouth-breathing  and,  670. 

nasal  obstruction  and,  668. 

neuroses,  reflex,  induced  by,  673. 

operation,  675. 


Adenoids,     operation,     after-treatment, 
681. 
hemorrhage  after,  681. 
position  of  patient  in,  678. 
preparation  of  patient  for,  675. 
with  curet.  678. 
with  forceps,  679. 
pathology  of,  668. 
postnasal,  obstructive  lesion  in  naso- 

pharynx,  47. 
prognosis  of,  674, 
recurrence  after  removal,  682. 
respiration  in,  670. 
symptomatology,  669. 
treatment,  675. 
Adenomata  of  pharynx,  738. 
Adhesions,  intratympanic,  179,  194,  195. 
in  nasopharynx,  681,  682. 
of  nasa!  septum,  545. 
ossilectomy  for,  195. 
prevention  of,  by  pneumomassage,  88, 
Aditus  ad  antrum,  anatomy  of,  173,  174. 
Air  heater,  electric.  88, 
Air     pressure,     negative,     in     external 

auditory  canal,  88. 
.^ir  pump,  88. 
Air,  superheated,  87. 
Air-douche  bag,  Politzer,  19. 
Air-douche  therapy,  86. 
Alcohol.  48. 
effect  upon  hearing,  48. 
tinnitus  from,  48. 
Alexander.  390.  [lum,  53S. 

Allen-HefTermann's    submucous    specu- 
Allergy  in  hay  fever,  646. 
Allport's  mastoid  burrs,  283,  284, 

mastoid  wound  retractor,  231. 
Anders,  472, 
Anemia,  486. 
Anesthesia  of  larynx,  785. 
Anesthesia,  local,  in  aural  surgery,  91. 
cocaine,  in  submucous  resection,  530. 

in  radical  mastoid  operation,  91. 
of  pharynx,  743. 
Anesthetic,  nitrous  oxid,  ideal  for  para- 
centesis, 93, 
Aneurism,  cirsoid,  of  external  ear,  154. 
in    thorax    and    laryngeal    paralysis, 

486. 
of  arch  of  aorta  and  left  laryngeal 

nerve,  486. 
of  ascending  portion  of  aorta  and 
right  recurrent  laryngeal  nerve, 
486. 
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Aneurism    of    subclavian    artery    and 

laryngeal  paralysis,  486. 
Angina  cpiglottidea  anterior.    See  Epi- 
glottis. 
Ludovici's,  755. 
Vincent's.  706,  710. 
Angiomata   of    external    auditory   me- 
atus, 164. 

of  auricle,  153. 

of  larynx.  775,  776. 

of  nose.  656. 

of  pharynx,  738. 
Angioneurotic  edema,  485. 
Ankylosis  of  cricoarytenoid  joint,  773. 
See  also  -Adhesions,   intratym- 
panic. 
Annulus  tympanicus.  175. 
Anosmia,  etiology,  644. 

following  influenza,  476. 

in  adenoids,  671. 

in  chronic  hyperplastic  rhinitis,  504. 

in  frontal  sinus  disease,  591. 

in  maxillary  sinus  disease,  574. 

obstructive  lesions  and,  644. 

prognosis  of.  644. 

treatment  of,  644. 
Anthelix,  malformations  of,  142,  144. 
Antitoxin,  diphtheria,  450,  452,  456. 

dose  of,  456. 

syringe,  456. 
Antrum,  chisel  punch,  Myles's,  579. 

curet,  Myles's,  583. 

forceps,    forward   cutting,    Ostrum's, 
582. 
Wagtier's,  581. 

irrigation  tube,  Myles's.  579, 

mastoid,  anatomy  of,  173. 

mastoidcum.  173. 

of  Hlghmorc.    See  Maxillary  sinus. 

trocar   and  cannula,   Myles's.   577. 
Aphonia.  486. 
Applicator,  angular  flat.  552. 

concealed,  Tuerck's,  768. 

laryngeal,  Phillips's,  665,  767. 

platinum,  12. 
Aprosexia  in  adenoids,  671,  673. 

in  frontal  sinus  disease.  591. 

in  maxillary  sinus  disease,  574. 
Arrowsmith,  concerning  Vincent's   an- 
gina, 710,  711. 
Arteriosclerosis,  effects  of  high  lilnod- 

prcssiirc  in,  486. 
Asch  operation    for  deformity  of   sep- 
tum. 527. 

scissors,  526. 

septum  forceps.  527. 
Aspirator,  Jackson's  secretion,  817. 
Asthma,  484.  649. 

etiology,  484. 

Sajniis's  theory  concerning.  484. 
Asymmetry  of  pharj-nx,  688,  689. 
Atheromata  of  external  ear,  152. 


Atresia  of  external  auditory  canal,  139. 
Atrophic  larjmgitis,  77Q. 

pharyngitis,  719. 

rhinitis.  440,  506. 
Attic  173. 
Auditory  canal,  external,  26. 

hallucmations.    See  Acousma. 
Aural  discharge   {see  Otorrhea),  from 
tympanic  cavity,  59. 
from    walls    of    external    audit<M-y 

canal,  59. 
symptoms  of  diseases  and  injuries 
of    external    auditory    meatus, 
59. 

speculum,  how  to  introduce,  10.    See 
also  Speculum, 
.Auricle,  angiomata  of,  153. 

anomalies  of,  143. 

cystomata  of,  153. 

cysts  of,  sebaceous.  152. 

cpitheliomata  of,  155. 

fibromata  of,  151. 

function  of.  25. 

homy  growths  of,  151. 

keloid  of.  151. 

landmarks  of,  104. 

lupus  of,  412. 

malformations  of.  143. 

papillomata  of.  151. 

perichondritis  of,  120. 

sarcomata  of,  159. 

supernumerary,  142,  146. 

surgical  anatomy  of,  103. 

variations  in,  103. 
Auscultation  of  middle  ear.  67. 
Autoinsufflation,  Leduc,  430. 
Autophonv.  53,  187,  200. 
Avellis,  789. 

Bacon.  436. 

scarilier  and  cupping  glass,  97. 
Bacteremia,  41,  74.  351. 
Mactcria  in  middle-ear  discharge.  41. 

mode  of  entrance  into  tympanic  cav- 
ity. 42,  43. 
Bainbridge's  test  of  enzyme  treatment 

for  cancer,  659. 
Rallance  flap,  297. 
Hallenger.  135.  307,  414.  618,  725,  726. 

forceps,  bone-cutting,  534. 

mucosa  knife.  530. 

perichondrium  elevator,  531. 

swivel  knife.  533,  535. 
Barany  noise  producer,  338. 

tests.  30. 
Raratoux,  436. 
Barie,  489. 

Barker,  life  in.stirance  statistics,  398. 
Barnhill,  113,  372. 
Barnick,  43. 
Basserau,  437. 
Battery.  Jackson,  820, 
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Bayer,  S74.  710. 

Beck,  91.  98,  4H). 

Beckman  adenoid  curet,  675. 

Beckman-Rienecke,  75. 

Belocq  sound  for  treating  epistaxis, 
641. 

Benzoinol,  O.  B.  Douglass  formula  for, 
496. 

Berens.  78. 
spoke  shave,  563. 

Berkley,  432. 

Bettmann,  4S9. 

Bczold,  36.  3,7,  130,  167.  170.  181.  213, 
217,  220,  221,  269.  287,  329.  336, 
337,  338,  386,  409,  419,  467. 

Bezold's  theory  of  etiology  of  middle- 
ear  catarrh,  181. 

Bezold-Edelmann,  i7. 

Bib  for  patients,  6,  7. 

Bier,  97,  98. 
method   of    inducing   hyperemia,   98, 
221. 
contraindications,  98. 
indications    for,    in    aural    disease, 
97,98. 

Billroth.  368. 

vBing's  hearing  test,  40. 

Birkner,  life  insurance  statistics,  398. 

Bistoury  for  incising  peritonsillar  ab- 
scess, 708. 

Blake,  247,  272. 

Blau,  514. 

Blennorrhea,  chronic.  See  Rhinitis, 
simple  chronic. 

Blood-ctot  method  of  closing  mastoid 
wound,  247. 

Blood -count,  75. 
dilTerential,  76. 

Blood-cultures,  76. 
examinations,    value   of,    in   otology, 

74-79. 
significance  of,  77. 

Blood-pressure,  influence  of,  on  dis- 
eases of  ear,  nose  and  throat, 
486. 
in  suspected  intracranial  complica- 
tions of  suppurative  ear  dis- 
eases. 102. 

Bloodletting,  local.  96,  97. 
Bacon's    scarifier   and   cupping  glass 

for,  97. 
in  acute  infectious  laryngitis,  757. 
in   acute   inflammation   of   ethmoidal 

sinuses,  612. 
in  acute  peritonsillitis.  709. 

Boenliaupt,  657. 

Boenninghaus.  181.  184.  214.  255,  259. 
262,  270.  331.  332.  335.  342,  346, 
348.  349.  350.  355.  367,  368,  374, 
376.  377,  386,  388,  390. 

Boisaeau,  403. 

Bordcs,  A.,  409. 


Bosworth,  SIC,  SIS,  516,  778. 

formula  for  codeine,  753. 

nasal  saw.  541. 
speculum,  11. 
Bougie,  Duel  electric,  194. 

Eustachian,  21,  22. 
dangers  of,  22. 
method  of  passing,  21. 
Bowman's  eye  probe  in  mastoid  opera- 
tion. 236. 
Brain,  abscess  of,  otitic  origin,  374-^84. 

after-treatment,  383. 

course.  376. 

duration,  379. 

etiology,  374. 

pathology,  375. 

prognosis,  379. 

symptoms,  376. 

treatment,  operative,  380. 
results,  384. 
technique,  383. 
Brandegec   adenoid    forceps,   675,   676, 

679. 
Braunstetn,  71. 
Bricy.  70. 
Briegcr.  182. 
Briezer.  368. 
Broeckart,  515. 
Bronchoscope,  Killian,  814. 
Bronchoscopy,  direct,  812. 

history  of,  812. 

lower,   812.     See   also   Tracheobron- 
choscopy tubes,  Jackson's. 
Bruce.  H.  W.,  706. 
Bruger,  352. 
Briihl,  254. 

Briining's  forceps,  553,  616,  619. 
Bryant.  307. 
Bulkley,  437. 
Bulla  ethmoidals,  567,  587. 

frontalis,  587. 
Burckhardt,  467. 
Burkner,  345. 
Bumay's  sponge,  641. 
Butlin  s  technique  few  thyrotomy,  782. 
Cabinet  for  electric  switchboard,  6. 

for  instruments,  3. 
Caboche,  414,  415,  417. 
Caiger,  467. 

Caisson  workers'  disease,  391. 
Calcareous  deposits  in  membrana  tym- 

pani,  66.  189,  190. 
Caldwell.  584,  592. 
Caldwell-Luc   operation    for   maxillary 

sinus  disease,  584. 
Calmette  ophthalmic  reaction  in  tuber- 
culosis of  ear,  nose,  and  throat, 
408.409. 
Campbell,  115. 

Canine  fossa,  operation  through,  581. 
Cannula,  intratracheal,  752. 
CarcinomaU  of  larynx,  778. 
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Carcinomata  of  nose,  659. 

of  pharynx,  740. 
Caries  of  external  auditory  canal,  140. 
etiology  of,   140, 

in  chronic  purulent  otitis  media,  256. 
treatment,  141. 
Carotid    artery,    injury    to,    in    radical 

mastoid  operation,  289. 
Carter,  description  of  paraffin  injection, 
635.  638. 
splint,  bridge  and  nasal,  635. 
tonsil  tenaculum,  725.  726. 
Casselberry    method    of    feeding    after 

intubation,  464. 
Castaignes,  70. 

Catarrh,  acute  middle-ear,  181. 
course,  183. 
diagnosis,  184. 
etiology,   181. 
life  insurance  and,  400. 
pathology,  ISl. 
prognosis,  1S5. 
treatment,  185. 
autumnal.       See     Rhinitis,     hypercs- 

thetic. 
chronic  middle-ear,  186. 
diagnosis,  192. 

differential,  192. 
etiology,   186. 

functional  tests  for  hearing  in,  191. 
life  insurance  and.  400. 
otomassage  in,  194. 
otoscopic  picture  in,  188. 
pathology  of,  186. 
prognosis  of,   192. 
symptomatology  of,  187. 
treatment  of,   188. 
chronic   nasal.     See    Rhinitis,   simple 

chronic. 
hypertrophic     nasal.       See     Rhinitis. 

chronic  hyperplastic. 
nasopharyngeal.       See     N'asoph.iryn- 

gitis. 
postnasal,  chronic.    See  .Nasopharyii-  > 
gilis.  ^     I 

purulent  nasal.     See  Rhinitis,  chronic  : 
purulent.  ' 

I  atarrh.il    laryngitis.      See    Laryngitis, 
simple, 
pharynfjitis.     Sec  Pharyngitis,  simple. 
tonsillitis.     See  Tonsillitis,  simple. 
Catheter,  Eustachian,  17. 
diagnostic   value   of.   17. 
faulty  position  of.  20. 
intratvuipaiiic  medication  bv  means 

of,  86. 
methods  of  passing.  1()-19. 
Catheterization,  Luistaehiau,  17. 
method  of,   19. 
obstai-lcs  tn.  2(1. 
position  of  |);iiicut  during,  18. 
"Caulifiower  ear,"  56. 


Cerebellar    abscess.     See    Otitic   brain 

abscess. 
Cerebral     abscess.      See    Otitic    brain 

abscess. 
Cerebrospinal  fluid,  bacteriological  find- 
ings in,  69. 
color  of,  69. 
cytodiagnosis  of,  70. 
differential  diagnosis  and,  71. 
examination  of,  69. 
pressure  of,  69. 

significance    of    pathological    find* 
ings  in,  70. 
Cerumen,  impacted,   130. 
diagnosis  of,  132. 
etiology  of,   131. 

hearing  tests  before  removal  of,  133. 
legal  aspects  of,   133. 
pathology.  131. 
prognosis,   132. 
removal  by  douching,  80. 
symptomatology  of,  131. 
treatment  for.  133. 
Chair,  revolving,  1. 
Chancre,  of  larynx,  437. 
of  mouth,  437. 
of  nose,  436. 
of  pharynx,  437. 
Chapin's  tongue  depressor,   13,  674. 
Charcot,  53. 
Chavasse,  70. 
Cheatle.  475. 
Chimani,  154.  403. 

Chimani-Moos  test  in  simulated  deaf- 
ness, 402. 
Chisels,  for  mastoid  operation.  236. 
antrum    punch,    Mylcs's,   579. 
Killian's  V-shaped,  602,  603. 
Choana>,  661,  662. 

Cholcsteatoniata,     in     acute     purulent 
otitis  media.  245, 
in  chronic  purulent  otitis  media.  255. 
of  temporal  bone,  lb6. 
Chondritis  of  larynx.  772. 
Chonrlroniata  of  larynx,  775,  776. 
Chorditis  nodosa,  769. 
etiology,   769. 
pathology.  769. 
prognosis,   770. 
symptoms.  769. 
treatment.   770. 
tuberosa,  769. 
Chorea,  of  larynx.  800. 

pharyngeal,  742, 
Circulatory    system,    influence    of    dis- 
eases   of,    on    ear,    nose    and 
thrnal.  486. 
Cirsoid  aneurysm  of  external  car.  154. 
Citelli,  390. 

Clergyman's     sore     thrnal.     7l<i.       See 
Pharyngitis,    chronic   granular. 
Coakley,  445,  521,  592. 
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Coakley    transillumination    lamp,    575, 

576. 
Cocaine  in  aural  surgery,  91,  92. 

in  radical  mastoid  operation.  91. 
Cochlea,  29,  30. 
Coffin  ring  adenoid  curet,  676,  677. 

suction  apparatus,  577.  578. 
Cold,  influence  of,  in  aural  inflamma- 
tion, 47. 
Coley.  659. 

Compressed-air  apparatus,  5. 
Coolidge's  sponge  holder,  819. 
Corbett,  470. 

Corning,  on  lumbar  puncture,  69. 
Corti,  cells  of,  30. 

organ  of,  31. 
Coryza.    See  Rhinitis,  va-soniotor;  also 

Rhinitis,  hypercsthetic. 
Cotton  applicator,  Phillips's,  665. 

holder,  Phillips's.  7. 
Cough  in  tuberculosis  of  larynx,  424. 
Coy  on,  477, 
Craiger,  476. 
Crista  acoustica.  31,  32. 
Croup  kettle,  761. 

membranous.    759.      See    Laryngitis, 
membranous. 

spasmodic.  748.    See  Laryngitis,  sim- 
ple acute. 
Croupous  laryngitis.    See  Membranous 

laryngitis. 
Curet,  adenoid,  Beclcman,  675,  677. 
Coffin,  676,  677. 
protractor  for,  Thomson,  678. 
Stubbs:  676,  677. 

angular,  277. 

antrum,  Mytes's,  583. 

Eustachian,  Neumann,  284. 

pharyngeal.  Myles's,  718. 

Richards,  284. 

ring,  277. 

septal,  Yankauer,  531.  532. 
Curtis,  648,  770. 
Cuspidor,  fountain,  3. 
Cystomata  of  external  ear,  153. 

of  larynx,  775.  776. 

of  middle  turbinats.  549,  550. 
Cysts,  sebaceous,  of  external  ear,  152, 

Da  Costa,  76. 
Day,  91,  472. 

Deaf-mutism,  SO.  395.     See  also  Deaf- 
ness, total. 

acute  infectious  diseases  and,  395. 

adenoids  and,  395,  672. 

consanguinity  and,  395. 

diagnosis  of.  396. 

etiology  of,  395. 

from   chronic   purulent  otitis  media, 
260. 

from  scarlatina.  467. 

heredity  and,  395. 


Deaf-mutism,     intracranial     inflamma- 
tions and.  395. 

lip-reading  in,  396. 

otologists  and,  398. 

prognosis  of,  396. 

schools  for,  396. 

treatment,  396. 
Deafness,  acoustic  neuritis  and,  391. 

boilermakers',  S3,  187. 

causes  of,  48. 

hysterical,  404. 

idiopathic  total,  SO. 

intermittent,  52. 

from  adenoids,  39S,  672. 

in  leukemia,  487. 

in  tabes  dorsalis,  488. 

labyrinthine,  from  caisson  work,  48. 

partial.  51. 

postprandial,  52. 

psychical.  396. 

scarlatinal.  467. 

senile.  51. 

simulated,  401. 

symptomatic  total.  50. 
Denver,  603,  746,  747,  751. 
IJcflectiotis  of  septum.  520. 
Deformities,  external  nasal,  629. 

correction  of,  631. 
Delstanche  masseur,  388, 

pneumatic  speculum,  23. 

rare  factor,  88. 
Dcnch.  42,  74,  95,  271.  300,  307,  345,  475. 

life-insurance  statistics.  398. 

middle-ear  vaporizer,  18,  20,  87. 
Denhart's  mouth-gag,  674. 
Denker,  385. 
Desault.  581. 
De  Simoni,  480. 

Deviations  of  nasal  septum,  520. 
De  Vilbiss  atomizer,  hand,  4. 

spray,  496,  497. 
Dicffenbach's  operation  for  sarcoma  of 

nose,  658. 
Dietl,  368. 
Digestive  system  and  diseases  of  upper 

respiratory  tract.  482-484. 
Dilatation  of  pharynx,  688. 
Diphtheria,  449. 

antitoxin  in,  450,  452,  455. 

etiology  of,  449. 

extubation  in,  465. 

intubation  in,  460. 

middle-ear  suppuration  in,  451. 

mode  of  infection,  449. 

of  car,  451. 

of  larynx,  453. 

of  nose,  452. 

of  pharynx,  453. 

pathology,  450. 

prognosis,  454. 

sequelae,  467- 

symptoms,  451.  452. 
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Diphtheria,  tracheotomy  in,  465. 
treatment  of.  454. 
antitoxin.  455,  456. 
constitutional,  455. 
dietetic.  455. 
hygienic,  455. 
local.  457. 
prophylactic,  454. 
types  of,  450. 
Diplacusis,  53. 

in  syphilis  of  internal  car,  436. 
Direct  laryngoscopy,   14,  812,  816,  819. 

821. 
Diverticula  of  pharynx,  688. 
Dixon,  42. 

Domochowsky,  571,  572. 
Douche,  ear,  80. 
Douglas,  99. 
douche-bag.  538. 
periosteal  elevator,  229. 
Douglas,  O.  B.,  formula  for  benzoinol. 

496. 
Downie,  333.  467,  469. 
Drainage  tube,  Ingals,  599. 
Drum  membrane.    See  Membrana  tym- 

pani. 
Duchenne,  488. 

Duel.  22,78,311,351.451.467. 
electric  bougie,  194. 
operation  for  "lop-ear,"  147. 
Dumond,  423. 

Dunbar's  serum  for  hay  fever,  485,  649. 
Dunning.  William  M.,  242.  330. 
Dura,    mjury    to,    in    radical    mastoid 

operation,  287. 
Dust,   behavior    of,    in    tonsillar   crypts. 
VV'right's  experiments  willi,  71*2. 
Dwyer.  100,  120,  646. 
Dysacousia,  187. 

Dysphagia,  in  congenital  tertiary  syph- 
ilis, 447. 
in  hydrophobia,  478. 
in  tuberculosis,  424.  429. 
Dysphonia  spastica,  800. 
Dyspnea  in  syphilis  of  Iar>-ns,  423,  431). 
in  tuberculosis  of  laryn.x.  443,  447. 

Ear,  anatomy  of,  103,  173, 

cough.  60. 

examination  of,  functional,  10. 
physical.  34, 

external,  103, 

internal,  29.  312. 

lite  insurance  and  diseases  of,  398. 

middle.  173. 

spci'ulum,  23,  24.  93. 
Earache,  in  acute  purulent  otitis  media, 

20O. 
Eardrops,  puqinscs  of.  90. 
F.burnation.    See  Selcnisis. 
Eczema  of  external  car,  108. 

acute.  109. 


Eczema,  chronic,  110, 

intertrigo,  108. 
Edema,  angioneurotic.  485. 
in    tertiary    syphilis   of   larynx,   446, 

447. 
in  tuberculosis  of  larynx,  423. 
of  larynx  of  cardiac  origin,  486. 
subglottic,  423. 
Ehrlich's   arsenical    preparation,    "606," 

for  syphilis,  432. 
Einhorn  light  carrier,  812, 
Electric  air  heater,  88. 
bouRie,  Duel,  22. 
ear  speculum,  93. 
motor,  6. 
Electromotor  air-pump.  88. 
Emboli   in  brain   following  thrombi   in 

carotids.  393. 
Empyema  of  antrum  of  Highmore,  572. 
of  ethmoidal  sinuses,  612. 
of  frontal  sinus,  589,  596. 
of  sphenoidal  sinuses,  624, 
suction  treatment  in  chronic,  577, 
Enchondromaia    of    external    auditory 
meatus,  161. 
of  nose,  656. 
Environment,  influence  on  auditory  ap- 
paratus, 47,  48. 
Enzyme  treatment,  Bainbridge's  test  of, 

in  cancer,  659, 
Epifjlottitis,  acute  infectious.  746. 
Epilepsy  improved  by  removal  of  nasal 
polypi,  650,  652. 
of  nasal  orgin,  650. 
spasms  of  pharynx  in,  742. 
Epistaxis,  639, 
diagnosis  of,  f)40. 
t'tioloHy  of.  (>39. 
sunnd  for.  Helocq,  641. 
treatment  of,  general.  641. 
loeal,  im. 
E|)itlK'lioinata  of  external  auditory  me- 
atus, 165. 
of  external  ear,  155. 
Epitvmpanic  space.  67.  173. 
Erb,'448. 
Erhard's    test    in    simulated    deafness. 

402, 
Ervsipelas,    from   otological    Standpoint. 
119, 
of  ear,  476, 
of  larynx,  477, 
of  nose,  476. 
of  pharynx,  477. 
special  treatment  of,  120. 
Escat.   concerning   lupoid   character   of 

tuberculosis,  414. 
K-iopbaEosciipc,  S2h.  S28. 
Esiiphatioscopy,  825.  827. 
Esoiihapus,  anatomical  points.  825. 
Elhinoidal  sinuses,  anatomy  of.  609, 
inJlammation  of.  acute,  610. 
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Ethmoidal    sinuses,    inflammation    of, 
acute,  diagnosis,  611. 
etiology,  610. 
patht^ogy,  610. 
Symptoms,  611. 
treatment,  611. 
inflammation     of,     chronic.       See 
Purulent  ethmoiditis. 
Ethmoiditis,  chronic  purulent,  612. 
course,  613. 
diagnosis,  615. 
etiology,  612. 
pathology,  612. 
prognosis,  615. 
symptoms,  613. 
treatment,  577,  616. 
after-treatment,  620. 
complete  removal  of  cells  by  intra- 
nasal route,  616. 
complications  of,  618. 
complete  removal  by  externa!  route, 

619. 
partial     excavation     by     intranasal 
route,  616. 
Ethyl    chlorid    as    local    anesthetic    in 

aural  surgery,  92. 
Equilibrium,  disturbances  of,  312. 
Eustachian  bougie,  21. 
catheter,  16,  17. 
tube,  anatomy  of,  173,  176. 
catheterization  of,  16-22. 
foreign  bodies  in.  138. 
function  of,  27,  176. 
new  growths  in,  165. 
obstruction  of,  67. 
ossification  of  membranous  portion 
of,  177. 
Ewald's  experiment,  315. 
Examination  of  patients,  8-23. 
Exostoses  of  external  auditory  meatus, 
161. 
causes  of,  161,  162. 
diagnosis,  162. 
prognosis,  162. 
treatment,  163. 
External  auditory  meatus,  anatomy  of, 
61.  104. 
atresia  of,  139. 
blood-supply  of,  107. 
caries  of,  140. 
development  of,  105,  106. 
diseases  of,  124. 
foreign  bodies  in,  134. 
hemorrhage  of,  141. 
in  children,  61. 
integument  of,  107. 
lymph  supply  of,  107. 
negative  air-pressure  in,  88. 
nerve  supply  of,  107. 
pain  in,  56. 
peculiarities  in,  61. 
plastic  surgery  of,  290, 


External  auditory  meatus,  relation  of, 
to  mastoid  antrum,   107. 
sterilization  of,  82. 
tumors  of,  benign,  161. 
malignant,  140,  155. 
External  ear,  anatomy  of,  103-107. 
anomalies  of,  142. 
diseases  of,  108-166. 
malformations  of,  142. 
wounds  of,   119. 
Extubation  in  diphtheria,  463-465. 

Facial  deformity,  in  adenoids.  671. 
in  labyrinthine  disease,  338. 
nerve,   mjury   to,   in   mastoid  opera- 
tion, 285. 
paralysis,  of  otitic  origin,  309,  338. 
False  nose,  640. 
Fauces,  anatomy  of,  686. 

examination  of.  14. 
Faucial  tonsils,  removal  of.  730. 
Faught.  blood-pressure  apparatus,  486. 
Fenestra  ovalis,  174. 

rotunda,  174. 
Fibrolvsin    in    chronic    middle-ear    ca- 
tarrh, 195. 
Fibromata  of  auricle,  151. 
of  larynx,  775. 
of  nasopharynx,  683. 
of  nose,  665. 
Fibromyomata  of  larynx,  775. 
Finkelstein,  476. 
Finlayson,  467. 
Fischer,  72.  467. 
method  of  extubation  illustrated,  463, 

464. 
method  of  intubation  illustrated,  457, 
459.  460,  461. 
Fistula  congenita  auris.  145.  149. 

test  in  purulent  labyrinthitis,  325. 
Fleiss,  489. 
Floyd.  100. 

Forceps,  adenoid,  Brandegee,  675.  676, 
679. 
Hooper.  685.  [582. 

antrum,     Ostrum's     forward-cutting, 

Wagner's  forward-cutting,  581. 
bone-cutting.  536. 
Bruning's,  553,  604,  616,  619. 
chisel,  Kerrison,  278. 
cotton -holding,  Sajous's.  816,  820. 
foreign-body.  Jackson,  818. 

Mosher,  818. 
hemostatic,  Rosenheim,  726,  731, 
Killian.  428,  599. 
laryngeal,  Frankel,  770. 
Cirant,  770. 
Krause,  770. 
Krause-Hcrzog,  427. 
Scheinmann,  770. 
punch,  Griinwald's,  551,  S5Z 
rongeur,  239,  240. 
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Forceps,  septum,  Adam,  524,  525. 
Asch,  527. 
Roe,  525. 
sinus,  Lester's,  709, 
sphenoidal,  Griinwald,  627. 
tenaculum,  Thomson,  724. 
Fordyce,   John   A.,   411,  415,  417,  422, 

433.437. 
Foreign  bodies,  in  car,  134. 
diagnosis,  135,  642. 
etiology,  134. 
in  Eustachian  tube,  138. 
in  middle  ear,  138. 
in  nose,  642. 
symptoms,  135,  642. 
treatment,  135,  642. 
insects,  135. 

inanimate  objects,  136,  642. 
Formulary,  829-833.     (Manhattan  Eye, 

Ear,  and  Throat  Hospital.) 
Fornix,  661. 

Fossa  of  Rosemuller,  661. 
Foster,  643, 
Foumier,437. 
Fowler's  experiment,  28. 
hearing  test,  40. 
infection  apparatus,  29. 
nasal  douche,  512. 
resonator  apparatus,  40. 
suction  apparatus,  SO,  81. 
Fox,  417. 
Francis,  484, 
Frankel,  574. 

laryngeal  forceps,  770. 
Frankenbergcr,  672. 
Frazier,  309,  311. 

Freer's  modification  of  submucous  re- 
section, 535. 
perichondrium  elevator,  531. 
Freudenthal.  489. 

Friedcrich.  73,  329.  334.  337,  338,  392. 
Frigario,  143. 
Frontal  sinus,  587. 
anatomy  of,  587, 
diseases  of,  588. 

inflammation   of,   simple   catarrhal, 
588. 
diagnosis,  S89. 
etiology,  588. 
prognosis,  589. 
treatment,  589, 
purulent,  589. 
diagnosis,  591. 
etiology,  589. 
pathologj',  590. 
symptoms.  590. 
transillumination  in,  592. 
trtatmeiit.  595. 
operations  upon,  in  chronic  empy- 
ema. S^>. 
Killian.  601. 
Kuhnt,  600. 


Frontal    sinus,    operations   upon,    Lac, 
600. 
Ogston-Luc,  600. 
radical,  598,  606. 

difficulties  and  dangers  of,  607. 
second,  608. 
periostitis,  595. 
diagnosis,  595. 
prognosis.  595. 
treatment,  595. 
treatment,  596. 
intranasal,  596. 
Frostbite  of  auricle,  47. 
Fungi  in  nose,  643, 
Funfe,  43. 

Furunculosis  of  external  auditory  mc 
atus,  124. 
of  nose,  643. 

Gallagher,  428. 

Gallon  whistle,  37.  38. 

Galvanocautery,  for  destruction  of  tur- 
binal    hyperplasia.   560. 
for  removal  of  neoplasms  of  pharynx, 

738. 
knife.  Phillips,  683. 

Gangrene  of  external  ear,  118. 

Gaucher,  446. 

Gelle's  hearing  test,  40. 

Genital  system,  disturbances  of,  in  re- 
lation to  diseases  of  ear,  nose 
and  throat.  489. 

Gerber,  284,  337,  478. 

Gerlach.  177. 

Gersunv.  paraffin  injection  method,  632. 

Glanders.  479. 

Gleason,  operation  for  deformity  of 
nasal  septum,  525,  526. 

Glenard's  disease  and  nasopharyngitis, 
483, 

Glenoid  fossa,  injury  to.  in  radical  mas- 
toid operation.  290. 

Globus  hystericus,  742. 

Glottis,  spasm  of,  in  adults.  798. 
in  children.  799. 

Goldstein,  143,  144,  145.  148.  150.  643. 
operation  for  "lop-ear,"  147. 

for  macrotia.  147. 
plastic  flap,  for  perforation  of  nasal 
septum.  543. 

Goodale.  701,  702. 

Gottheil.  478. 

Gottstein.  474. 

Gout,  480. 

Gradenigo.  201),  338,  412.  434. 

Grant's  laryngeal  forceps,  770.  771. 

Grannlomata  in  mastoid  cells  and  an- 
trum, 165. 

Grayson,  548. 

Green.  488. 

Grey,  91. 

Griesinger  sign,  350, 
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Groeber,  75. 
Grossman.  238,  307. 
Gruber.  116,  272,  345. 

life-insurance  statistics,  398. 
Gruening,  78. 
Grtnert,  307,  365. 
Griinwald,  407,  418.  618,  628. 

punch  forceps,  551,  552,  614,  618. 
Gummata,  439.    Ste  also  Tertiary  syph- 
ilis. 

of  ear,  434. 

of  larynx.  439.  442,  445. 

of  mouth.  439. 

of  nose,  440,  444. 

of  pharynx,  439,  441,  445. 
Giintzer.  478,  479. 
GurWi,  477. 

Haberman,  334.  335.  390. 

Hahn's  tracheotomy  tube,  782. 

Hajek,  413,  566.  568,  i>70,  572.  590,  601. 

613,  616.  622.  624.  746. 
Halle's  frontal  sinus  burrs,  597.  598. 
Harris,  355. 

Hartman  silver  probe.  67. 
Hartmann    probe    for    exploring    tym- 
panum, 263. 
tuning  forks,  37. 
Hartz,  H.  J..  386. 
Hasslauer.  370. 
Hassler.  345. 

Hay  fever,  645.    See  Rhinitis,  hypercs- 
thetic. 
allergy  and  pollen -therapy  in.  646. 
inoculation  in,  647. 
Hays  laryngoscope,  755. 

pharyngoscope,  15,  664,  75j,  756. 
Hayem,  75. 
Head,  115. 
Headlight.  4. 
Kier  stein's.  14. 
Phillips's,  4. 
Head  mirror,  4. 

Hearing  disturbances  of.  of  intracranial 
origin,  395. 
in  malaria,  478. 

in     Meniere's     symptom-complex     in 
otitis  media,   chronic  purulent, 
266. 
influence  of  drugs  and  narcotics  on, 

48. 
influence   of   radical    mastoid   opera- 
tion on,  306. 
physiology  of,  24-33. 
requirements  of  army  and  navy  re- 
garding, 403, 
schools   for  children   with  defective, 

397. 
tests  for,  acoumeter,  35. 
Ring.  40. 
Fo4ffler,  40. 
Rinne,  39. 


Hearing,  tests  for,  Schwabach,  38. 
tuning-fork,  34. 
voice,  34, 
watch,  34. 
Weber.  39. 
Heath,  307. 

frontal  sinus  probe,  591. 
Heine,  221,  284,  339.  349,  369. 
Heinrich,  480. 
Heinze.  422. 
Held,  347.  370.  706. 
Helix,  malformations  of,  142,  144. 
Helmholtz.  26,  27,  29.  31,  32. 

theory  of  sound,  30. 
Hematoma  of  septum,  544, 
Hemi  laryngectomy.    See  Partial  laryn- 
gectomy. 
Hemorrhage,  in  congenital  nevus,  154. 

laryngeal,  429, 
Hemostat,  Hurd's  tonsil.  731. 

Miculicz-Stoerck,  727,  732. 

Rosenheim's,  726.  731.  , 

Henle.  spine  of,  229,  230. 
Henrici,  480, 

Heredity,  influence  of,  on  auditory  ap- 
paratus. 47.  48. 
Herpes  zoster  of  external  ear,  114-116. 
Heryng,  575. 
Herzog,  426. 
Hess.  368. 
Heterotophy.  143. 
Hey  man,  429. 
Heysinger,  146. 

Hiatus  semilunaris.  567,  587,  588. 
Hinsberg,  329,  338,  340. 
Hiss,  lUO,  120. 

leucocyte  extract,  99. 
History  card,  Phillips's,  9. 

of  patient,  8. 
Hodgkin's  disease,  488. 
Hoegyc's  law,  315, 
Ho  f man,  504. 

Hollander,  417.  [554. 

Holmes'   middle  turbinal   scissors,  553, 

nasopharyngoscope,  192-3, 

study  of  hysteria  of  ear,  405. 
Hooper,  adenoid  forceps,  685. 
Home,  407. 
Howell,  37, 
Hubby.  102. 
Huber,  Francis,  74. 
Hunt.  Ramsey.  58,  114,  115. 
Hunter  sponge-holder.  680. 
Hurd.  tonsil  separator,  726,  728. 
Hutchinson,  436. 

Hutchinson's  teeth  in  congenital  syph- 
ilis, 447. 
Hydropathic  applications,  86. 
Hydrophobia,  478. 

aural  symptoms  in,  478. 

laryngeal  symptoms  in,  47&. 
Hydrorrhea,  nasal.  649. 
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Hydrotherapy,  80. 
Hyperalgesia  of  larynx,  787. 
Hyperemia,  artificially  induced,  97,  98. 
Hyperesthesia  acoustics,  52. 

of  larynx.  786. 

of  pharynx,  574. 
Hyperesthctic  rhinitis,  484,  645. 
Hyperkeratosis.     See  Keratosis. 
Hyperosmia,  644. 

Hyperplasia  of  lymphoid  tissue  in  naso- 
pharynx, 667. 
Hyperplastic  laryngitis,  763. 

pharyngitis.  714. 

tonsillitis,  720. 
Hypertrophic      nasopharyngitis.        Sec 

Nasopharyngitis, 
Hypertrophy  of  Luschka's  tonsil,  667. 

of  middle  turhinals,  549,  550. 
Hysteria  of  ear,  404. 

Holmes's  study  of,  405. 

Ulumination,  4. 
Impacted  cerumen,  130. 
Incisufic  Rivini,  175. 

Santorini,  104. 
Incus,  ligaments  of,  178. 
Indirect  bronchoscopy,  8.  ■;.   ' 

laryngoscopy,   14. 
Inflammation    of     membrana     tynipani, 

167.     See  also  Myringitis. 
Inflation  of  tvmpanic  cavity,  16. 
Influenza,  475. 

ear  and.  475. 

larynx  and.  476. 

mouth  and  throat,  476. 

statistics  couceniing  the   rccfnt   epi- 
demic, 475. 
Infundibiiluni  of  frontal  sinns.  5^7, 
Ingals's  frontn!  siiiu.s  drainage  tube.  5'>9. 

pilot  burr,  598, 
Instruments,  sterilization  and  care  of.  7. 
Insufflation.  90. 
Intracranial   complications  of   purulent 

otitis  media,  344-3''>3. 
Intratrairlical  cannula.  752. 
Inlratynipanic  muscles,  179. 
Intubation,  460. 

feeding    after,    Casseiberrv    method, 
464, 

in  chronic  stenosis  of  larynx.  4(j3. 

numniiv  bandage  for,  459. 

set.  O'bwyer,  458,  459,  4M),  *il.  4->3. 
Irrigation  tube,  antrum.  579, 
Isandert,  487. 

Jack's  mastoid-wound   rctrartor,   2,11. 
Jacksoii,  U,  43(j,  472,  543.  812, 
Jackson's  bronchoscopv  tubes,  815. 

doubK--ci'II  battery.  82(). 

foreign-body  forceps.  818. 

secretion   aspirator,  817. 

separable  speculum.  817. 


Jackson's  tubular  speculum,  816. 
turbinectomy  scissors,  5S9,  561. 
Jacobson,  489.  "--j,- 

Jansen.  292,  293,  33a  340.  60a  628.        i 
Jansen-Ncumann    operation    for    puru- 
lent labyrinthitis,  340,  341. 
Jansen's  curved  needle,  534. 
fibrocartilaginous-wall  retractor,  281. 
mastoid-wound  retractor,  231. 
maxillary-sinus  operation,  584. 
Johnson,  428. 

Jugular  bulb,  injury  to,  in  radical  mas- 
toid operation,  289. 
resection   of,   in   sinus  thrombosis, 
360. 
after-treatment,  363, 
difficulties  of,  362. 
technique,  360. 
Junker.  154. 

Katz,  L..  385.         '  :.    ' 

Kayser,  701.  .)  . 

Keloid  of  auricle,   ISl. 

Kepplcr,  221, 

Keratosis  of  pharynx,  745. 

Kerley.  475.  483. 

Kcrrisnn's  chisel   forceps,  278. 

Kershner.  166.  ■;-■ ., 

Kessel,  26.  -   ■.-■ 

Kidd.  422. 

Killian.  14.  592.  600.  604,  606^  619.  651, 

662.  803.  812. 
Killian 's  bronchoscope,  814 

crotch  chisel,  335,  337. 

forceps,  428. 

frontal  sinus  cannula,  591. 

operation    for    frontal   sinus   disease, 
601. 
aftcr-trcalnicnt,  605. 
technir|ue.  601. 

packing  forceps,  599. 

protector.  ()02. 

septal  chisel.  537. 

split-tube  spatula,  813. 

straight-tube  spatula,  813. 

siibnnicous    resection    of    nasal    sep- 
tum. 529, 

submucous  speculum.  534. 

tubular  speculum.  777. 

\"-shaped  chisel,  602. 
Kirschner,  478. 
Kirstein.  812.  813. 
Kirstcins  hea<llight.  14.  814. 
Knight's  angular  scissors.  543. 
Koenig.  70. 
Koerner's  fl.ips,  146,  294.  295. 

theory  of  etiology  of  acute  middle- 
car  catarrh,  181. 
Kopet^kv.  07.  69,  70.  72,  98,  221.  370. 
Korner,  71,   181.  215.  221.  256.  280,  307, 
345,  346,  347.  348,  350.  367.  370, 
375,  377,  384,  393,  394. 
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Krause,  426. 

laryngeal  forceps.  770. 
Krause-Heryng  forceps,  428. 
Krause-Hcrzog  larytig^eal  forceps,  427. 
Kre]schmann,  435. 
Kuhnt,  600. 
Kiinimel,  157,  182,  350. 
Kiister,  280,  581. 
Kiittner,  489. 
Kyle,  512.  515.  516,  517,  746,  774. 

tonsil-crypt  knife,  726. 

Ubbi,  70. 

Labyrinth,  emboli  in,  390. 
fistula  in,  325,  326. 
fractures  through,  45. 
function  of,  29. 
hemorrhage  into,  390. 
indications  for  opening.  339. 
injury  to,   in  radical   mastoid  opera- 
tion. 289. 
invasion  of,  mechanics  and  mode  of, 

331. 
operations  upon,  390. 
otosclerosis  of,  385. 
spongifi cation  of  capsule  of,  385. 
vulnerable  points  in  wall  of.  329. 
Labyrinthine  involvement,  disturbances 
of  equilibrium  in,  312,  338. 
experimental  evidence  of,  315. 
nystagmus  in.  312,  313,  314. 
vertigo  in,  312,  313. 
Labyrinthitis,  purulent.  312-343. 
clinical  picture  of,  336. 
course  of.  335, 
indications  for  opening  labyrinth  in. 

339. 
induced   or   experimental   evidence 

of,  314. 
invasion  of  labyrinth  in.  mechanics 
and  mode  of,  331. 
from   blood-vessels.   332. 
from  meninges,  333. 
from  tympanic  cavity,  331. 
operations  in.  340. 
Hinsberg.  340. 
Jansen-Xcumann,  341. 
Richards.  342. 
patholo^.  334. 
prognosLS,  33^. 
sinusitis  and.  337. 
symptoms,  general,  fever,  336, 
nausea  and  vomiting,  336. 
pain,  336. 
referable  to  vestibular  apparatus, 
312, 
disturbances     of     equilibrium, 

312.  338. 
nystagmus.  312,  313,  314. 
vertigo,  312,  313. 
special,   disturbances  of   co-ordi- 
nation, 338. 


Labyrinthitis,       purulent,       symptoms, 
special,  facial  paralysis,  338. 
impairment  of  hearing,  337. 
tinnitus  aurium,  337. 
tests,  experimental,  in,  315,  316. 
caloric,  316,  322. 
Ewald's,  315, 
fistula,  316,  325. 
galvanic  316,  327. 
Hocgye's  taw,  315. 
rotation.  316. 
treatment.  339. 
Uck.  607,  609. 
Lake,  422,  429,  515.  563.  612. 
Lambert,  .■\drian,  101. 
I^morier,  581. 
Langen beck's    hoe    periostea!    elevator, 

229. 
laryngeal  abscess,  755. 
applicator,  Phillips's,  7,  665.  767. 
forceps,  427.  770. 
mirror,  13,  14,  IS. 
stenosis,  chronic,  463,  773. 
vertigo,  801. 
I^r\-ngectomy,  complete,  782,  783. 

partial,  782.  783. 
Lar>'ngismtis  stridulus.     See  Spasm  ■>£ 

glottis. 
l..aryngitis,  acute  infectious,  754. 
due  to  general  infections,  754, 
due  to  local  infections.  754. 
acute  edematous,  754. 
diagnosis,  756. 
etiology,  755. 
patholc^y.  755. 
prognosis,  756. 
sympt<lms.  755. 
treatment,  756. 
membranous,  759. 
diagnosis,   760.     See   also   Diph- 
theria, 
etiology,  759. 
pathologpr,  759. 
prognosis,  760, 
symptoms,  760. 
treatment,  760. 
chronic     atrophic,     770.       See     aha 
Rhinitis, 
diagnosis,  771. 
etiology,  770. 

patholo^,  770.  ■ 

prognosis,  771. 
symptoms,  770. 
treatment,  771. 
rlironic  catarrhal,  763,  765. 
pathology,  765. 
treatment,  766. 
chronic  hyperplastic,  763. 
contributing  causes,  763. 
diagnosis,  764. 
etiolog}-,  763, 
prognosis,  764. 
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Laryngitis,  chronic  hyperplastic,  symp- 
toms, 764. 
treatment,  765. 
chronic  subglottic,  767. 
pathology,  767. 
prognosis,  767. 
symptoms,  767. 
treatment,  767. 
sicca.    See  Chronic  atrophic 
simple  acute,  748, 
as  observed  in  adults,  748. 
etiology.  748. 
pathologty,  748. 
prognosis,  750. 
symptoms,  749. 
treatment,  750. 
as  observed  in  children,  753. 
diagnosis,  753. 
sj^mptoms,  753. 
treatment,  753. 
spasmodic.    See  Simple  acute, 
stridulosa.    See  Simple  acute, 
traumatic,  762. 
X-aryngofis9ure.    See  Thyrotomy. 
Laryngorrhea.    See  Laryngitis,  simple 

acute. 
Laryngoscope,  Hays,  755. 
Laryngoscopy,  14, 
direct,  812. 
anesthesia  technique,  815.  [816. 

with    patient    in    sitting    position, 
in  dorsal  decubitus,  819. 
history  of,  812. 
in    malignant    neoplasms    of    larynx. 

777. 
suspension,  803. 
Larynx,  acute  inflammatory  diseases  of, 
746. 
abscess  of,  755. 
adhesions  of,  syphilitic,  442. 
anatomical  points  of,  746.  |773. 

ankylosis     of     cricoarytenoid      joint. 
chondritis,  chronic,  772. 
deformities  of,  syphilitic,  442,  444, 
diphtheria  of,  453. 
erysipelas  of,  477. 
examination  of.  11,  14. 
foreign  bodies  in.  774, 
gummata  of,  439.  442.  445. 
inllueiiza  and,  475. 
lupus  of,  430. 

necrosis  of  syphilitic,  442,  445. 
neoplasms  of.  775. 
benign,  775. 
nialigiiant,  778. 
neuroses  of,  785. 
motor,  787. 
sensory,  785. 
perichondritis    of,    acute     infectious. 
758. 
chronic.  772. 
s>-philitic.  442. 


Larynx,  prolapse  of  ventricle  of,  774. 

scars  of,  syphilitic,  442. 

spasms  of,  798. 

stenosis  of,  773. 

syphilis  of,  445. 

tuberculosis  of,  422. 

ulcerations  of,  syphilitic,  442. 
I<ateral  sinus,  anatomy  of,  346. 

surgery  of.    See  Sinus  thrombosis. 
thrombosis  of,  346. 
Lattrom.  A.,  419. 
Launois,  182. 
Lautermann,  489. 
Leduc,  autoinsufflator,  430. 
Uech.  96. 

artificial,  96,  97. 

real,  96. 
Lc  Forte,  437. 

Leiand  tonsil  separator,  725. 
Langenbeck's  cold-wire  snare,  6S6. 

operation  for  sarcoma  of  nose,  658. 
Leprosy,  480. 

Leptomeningitis,  otitic,  367. 
Leucoplakia  oris,  448. 

etiology,  448. 

pathology,  448. 

treatment,  448, 
Leukemia,  487. 
Leutert,  70.  71,  364. 
Levy,  418,  428. 
Libman,  44,  76,  77,  78,  351. 
Life   insurance  in   relation  to  ear  dis- 
eases. 396. 
statistics  of,  Phillips's,  396. 
Ligation  of  jugular  vem,  100. 
Light,  Cooper- Hewitt,  430. 

I-'insen.  417,  430. 

reflex.  62,  175,  176. 
Liml>eck,  75. 

Liponiata  of  larynx.  775.  776, 
Lister's  sinus  forceps,  709. 
Ijiliule  nf  ear,  malformations  of.  145. 
Lockard,  428. 

Locomotor  ataxia.    See  Tabes  dorsalis. 
l.oeb,  610.  616,  617,  621.  705. 
"Lop-ear."   143. 
I.6ri.  4«3. 
Luc,  600,  fiOl.  6(17. 
Lucae,  douche.  80. 

pneumohydrotnassage,  388. 

prcssnre-sound,  89,  389. 

tuning-forks,  37. 
Lucas.  101. 

Ludovici's  angina.  755. 
Lumbar  puncture,  69. 

as  a  therapeutic  measure,  72. 
bacteriologic  hndings  in,  69. 
dangers  of,  74. 
diagnostic  value  of,  tf). 
differential  diagnosis  by  means  of, 

71. 
needle,  73. 
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Lumbar  puncture,  position  of  patient 
in,  73. 
pressure  of  fluid  in,  69. 
syringe,  73. 
technique,  73. 
"Lumpy  jaw."    See  Actinomycosis, 
Lupus  erythematosus,  413. 
exulcerans,  412. 
hypcrtrophicus,  412. 
of  auricle,  412. 
of  larynx,  430. 
of  mouth  and  pharynx,  421. 
of  nose,  414. 
Luschka's  tonsil,  661. 
Lynch,  803,  804,  805. 
Lynch's  suspension  laryngoscopy  appa- 
ratus, 803-811. 
table,  805. 

MacCallum,  467.  469. 
Mach,  26. 

Mackenty  operation   for  pinched  nose, 
637,  638,  639. 
radiograph     of     status     lymphaticus, 
490-1. 
Mackenzie,  135,  798. 
Mackenzie,  G.  W.,  328. 
Macrotia,  143. 

Goldstein's  operation  for,  147. 
Macula  acoustica,  31,  32. 
Maggots  in  nose,  643. 
Mahu,  70. 
Malana,  477. 
Malassez,  75. 

Malignant    neoplasms    and    life    insur- 
ance, 400. 
Malingering    and    hemorrhage    of    ex- 
ternal auditory  canal.  141, 
simulated  deafness  and,  401. 
Chimani-Moos  test  in,  402. 
Erhard's  test  in,  402. 
Malleus,  62. 

ligaments  of,  178. 
Manasee,  333. 
Maiidl's  solution,  514. 
Manubrium,    landmark    of    membrana 

tympani,  64. 
Maragliano,  tuberculosis  antitoxin,  408. 
Margo  tympanicus,  175, 
Marina,  488. 

Marmorek,  tuberculosis  antitoxin,  408. 
Martin,  488. 
Massage  of  middle  ear,  88,  89. 

vibratory,  89,  514. 
Masseur,  Delstanche,  388. 
Mastoid  antrum,  new  growths  in,  165. 

burrs.  Atlport's,  283.  284. 
Mastoid  operation  in  infants  and  young 
children,  242. 
radical,  279. 

Ballance  flap  in,  297. 


Mastoid  operation,  radical,  closure  of 
persistent  postauricular  open- 
ings, 303. 
Mosetig-Moorhof  method,  304. 
Passow-Trautmann       method, 
303, 
closure  of  postauricular  wound, 

301. 
contraindications  for,  279. 
dangers  and  accidents  in,  285. 
dislodgment  of  stapes,  28S. 
facial  paralysis,  285. 
injury  to  carotid  artery,  289. 
injury  to  dura,  287. 
injury  to  glenoid  fossa,  290. 
injury  to  jugular  bulb,  289. 
injury  to  labyrinth,  289. 
injuiy  to  lateral  sinus,  287. 
hearing  and,  306. 
indications  for,  279, 
incision  in,  280. 
in  tuberculosis  of  aditus,  antrum 

or  cells,  412. 
Koemer  flap,  294, 
life  insurance  and,  399,  400. 
Panze  flap.  292. 
postoperative  treatment,  307. 
precautionary  measures  in,  296, 
preparation  of  patient  for,  280. 
results  of,  305, 
Siebenmann  flap,  296, 
Stacke  meatal  flap,  in,  292, 
technique  of,  299. 
Thiersch  skin-grafts  after,  296. 
simple,  223,  225. 
after-treatment,  246,  248. 
bandage  in,  247. 

blood-clot  method  of  after-treat- 
ment. 247. 
complications  of  wound,  252. 
double,  247. 
instruments  for,  227. 
landmarks  in,  228. 
operative  findings  in,  243. 
Phillips's  complete  outfit  for,  244. 
postoperative  temperature,  ZiO, 
preparation  of  patient,  225. 
results  of,  224,  252. 
technique,  231. 
Mastoid  process,  67,  220,  221. 

inflammation  of.    See  Mastoiditis, 
periostitis,  210. 

primary  acute,  210. 
secondary.  210. 
surgical  anatomy  of,  228, 
Mastoiditis,  acute  purulent,  213. 
cause,  215. 

cholesteatoma  in,  245. 
diagnosis,  218. 
differential  diagnosis,  220. 
etiology,  214. 
general  pathology,  213. 
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Mastoiditis  in  influenza,  475. 
in  measles,  469. 
in  scarlatina,  467. 
treatment,  221. 
operative,  221. 
indications  for.  221,  222,  223,  224. 
results  of,  224,  252. 
preventive,  220. 
Mathieu  tonsillotome,  728,  729,  735. 
Maxillary  sinus,  anatomy  of,  566. 
cysts  of,  58i&. 
diseases  of,  570. 
empyema  of,  572, 
acute,  572. 
chronic,  572. 
diagnosis,  573. 
prognosis,  577, 
skiagraphy  in,  577, 
symptoms,  573. 
treatment,  577. 
irrigation,  579. 

operation,  Caldwell-Luc,  584, 
radical,  581. 

through  canine  fossa,  581. 
after-treatment,  585. 
osteomata,  586. 
Mayer's  nasal  tube- splint,  527. 

pharyngeal  curet.  718. 
McBride,  668,  672, 
McCaw,  472. 

McEwen.  370,  376,  384,  758. 
McKenzie  tonsillotome,  7^,  729,  734, 

uvulotome,  690. 
McKernon,  75,  78,  348. 
indications  for  exploration  of  cranial 
cavity  in  suspected  otitic  br.iiit 
abscess,  380, 
Measles,  ear  complications  of.  M^ 
German,  471. 
Koplik'a  spots  in.  470. 
laryngeal  complications  of,  470. 
mouth  and  pharvnx  complication,;  of, 

470, 
nose  complications  of.  469, 
treatment,  local,  470. 
Medicine  dropper,  Vankaiicr,  429, 
Membrana  bastlaris,  29. 
tectoria,  31. 
tympani,  62,  174. 
anomalies  of  curvature.  63. 
cicatrization  of,  65. 
diseases  and   injuries  of,    167. 
ecchyniosis  of,  63. 
Iiy]ieremia  of,  63. 
intiammation  of,  167. 
landmarks  of,  ti.,  175. 
iieoplasins  of,  165. 
paracentesis  of,  92,  204. 
pars  liaccida,  (i2,  175. 

tensa.  f.2.  175. 
pnthdjngical  changes  in,  63. 
[itrforalinns  of.  65,  (it. 


Membrana    tympani,    perforations    of, 
diagnostic    signihcance    of,    in 
chronic   purulent   otitis   media, 
263. 
solution  of  continuity  of,  64. 
traumatic  lesions  of,  169. 
from  direct  violence,  169. 
from  indirect  violence,  170,  171. 
treatment  of,  171. 
Meniere,  489. 

Meniere's  symptom-complex,  56. 
Meninges,  hyperemia  of,  393. 
otitic  diseases  of,  364-373. 
leptomeningitis,  367. 
meningitis  purulenta,  367,  368. 
meningitis  serosa  benigna,  367,  368. 

serosa  maligna,  367,  368. 
pachymeningitis  externa,  364. 
interna,  366, 
Meningitis,     Hoenninghaus's    classifica- 
tion, 367. 
course,  368. 
diagnosis,  369. 

operation  on  meninges  in,  370. 
pathology,  367. 
prognosis,  370. 
symptoms,  3W, 
therapy,  370. 
Meyer.  Fritz,  477. 

Meyer,  Wilhelm,  researches  of,  667, 
Mcyjcr.  748. 

Mial,  turbinal  snare,  561,  562. 
Michaels,  485. 

Michacts's  postnasal  mirror,  13,  14. 
Michel.  746. 

clamp  .sutures.  248,  302.  726. 
Microtia.  144,  14<). 
Micnlicz,  812. 

Miiulic^-Stoorck  hemr)stat.  727.  732. 
Middle  ear,  167. 

auscultation  of,  67. 
liloud-supply  of,  179. 
discharges  from,  etiologic  and  diag- 
nostic   sigiiilicancc   of,   41.   42. 
43. 
diseases  of,  167,  181. 

ctassilication  of,  181. 
foreign  bodies  in,  138. 
inflation  nf,  16. 

introduction  of  vapors  into,  87. 
lymph  supply  of,  180. 
nene  supply  of.  ISO. 
pncumomassage  of,  88. 
surgical  anatomy  of,  173. 
traumatism  of.  45, 
Miller.  770. 
Milligau.  (>07. 
Millanl,  413. 
Mirva.  390, 
Mciiti.  45(1. 
M.iore,  488. 
Moos.  436. 
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Horepurgo,  488. 
Morf,  390. 

Morgagni.  prolapse  of  ventricle  of,  774. 
Morris.  588. 

Moseley  tonsil  snare,  375.  376.  726. 
Mosher,  522,  825. 
foreign-body  forceps,  818. 
safety-pin  closure,  819. 
Moure,  437. 
Mouth,  mucous  patches  in,  438. 

tuberculosis  of.     See  Tuberculosis. 
Mouth-breathing,  adenoids  and.  670. 
chronic  atrophic  larj-ngitis  and,  770. 
chronic  hyperplastic  rhinitis  and.  504. 
hypertrophied  tonsils  and,  721. 
Mouth-gag,  Denhart's,  674. 
Much,  365. 

Mucocele,  of  middle  turbinal.  549. 
Mucous  patches,  438. 
Mummy  bandage  for  intubation,  459. 
Mumps.     See  Parotitis. 
Muscles,  tympanic,  27. 
Mycelium  leptothrix  huccalis,  454. 
Mycosis,       pharyngeal.       differentiated 
from  laryngeal  diphtheria,  454, 
See  also  Keratosis. 
Mygind,  415. 
Myles,  723. 

antrum  chisel  punch,  579. 
curet,  583. 
irrigator  tube.  579. 
trocar,  576,  579. 
lingual  tonsillotonie,  736, 
nasal  speculum.  12. 
sphenoidal  cannula.  626. 
tonsil  punch,  726.  730. 
Myringitis,  acute,  167. 
diagnosis,  168. 
etiology,  167. 
treatment,  168. 
Myxomata    of    external    auditory    me- 
atus, 164. 
of  larynx,  775,  776. 
of  nose.  651. 
Nasal  accessory  sinuses,  565.     See  also 
Sinuses, 
non-operative  treatment.  577. 
Xajal  deformities,  external,  629. 
broad-bridge  nose,  630. 
crooked  or  twisted  nose,  629. 
flat  nose,  630. 
hooked  nose,  629. 
partial    or   total    absence    of   nose, 

630. 
pinched  nose,  630. 
"pound"  nose.  630. 
"saddle"  nose.  629, 
treatment,  631. 
external  operation,  631. 
intranasal  operation,  631,  638. 
paraffin  injection,  630. 
Nasal  douche.  Fowler's,  512. 


N'asal  mucosa,  acute  inflammatory  dis- 
eases of,  491. 
polypi,  651. 

septum,  anatomy  of,  518, 
abscess  of,  545. 
adhesions  of,  545. 
deformities  of,  519, 
deviations  and  deflections,  520. 
differential  diagnosis,  523. 
etiolog)',  522. 
patholog}-,  522. 
perforations,  541. 
spurs  or  crests,  519. 
symptoms,  523. 
treatment,  524. 
hematoma  of,  544. 
operations  upon,  525. 
Asch,  527. 

comparative  value  of,  536. 
incision,  line  of,  531. 
instruments,  533-537. 
removal  of  septal  spurs,  537. 
Roe.  527. 

submucous   resection   of   septum, 
529. 
perforations  of,  541. 
prognosis,  543. 
treatment,  543. 
ulcerations.  544. 
Nasofrontal  duct,  587. 

Ingal's  method  for  enlarging.  598. 
Nasopharynx,  anatomy  of,  661. 
foreign  bodies  in.  685. 
neoplasms  of,  682, 
benign,  682. 
fibromata,  683. 

polypi,  683.    See  Nasal  polypi, 
malignant.  684. 
carcinomata,  684. 
lymphosarcomata.  684. 
sarcomata,  684. 
teratomata,  6S5. 
N'asophar>-ngitis,  acute,  664. 
etiology,  664. 
symptomatology,  664. 
treatment,  664.    See  Acute  rhinitis, 
atrophic,  666. 
symptomatology,  666. 
treatment,  666. 
simple  chronic,  664. 
etiology,  664, 
pathology,  665. 

treatment.  665,     See   Chronic   rhi- 
nitis. 
Nasopharyngoscope,  Holmes's,  192. 
Nephritis,  chronic  interstitial,  489. 
Neumann,  91,  296,  300,  312,  340. 
Neuralgia,     laryngeal.      See    Hyperal- 
gesia of  larynx. 
Neurasthenia,  aural  symptoms  of,  401. 
Neuroses,  nasal,  644. 
from  adenoids,  673. 
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Nearoses,  nasal,  reflex,  645. 

New    growths    and    chronic    purulent 

otitis  media,  257. 
Nichols,  38. 
Nitrous  oxid  gas,  ideal  anesthetic  for 

paracentesis,  93. 
Nogucht    test    in    labyrinthitis    accom- 
panying syphilis,  334,  345. 
in  syphilis  of  middle  ear,  435. 
Noise -producer,  Barany's,  338. 

Phillips's,  338. 
Noma  of  auricle  in  typhus  fever,  473. 
Nose,    deformities    of,    from    syphilis, 
444.     See  also  Nasal  deformi- 
ties, 
diphtheria  of.  452. 
erysipelas  of,  476, 
examination  of,  11. 
false,  640. 

foreign  bodies  in,  642. 
furunculosis  of,  643. 
neoplasms  of,  651, 
benign,  651. 
angiomata,  656. 
enchondromata,  656. 
fibromata,  655. 
myxomata,  651. 
osteomata,  657. 
papillomata,  655. 
maltgriant,  657. 
carcinomata,  659. 
sarccmiata,  657. 
neuroses  of,  644. 
parasites  in,  643. 
rhinoliths  in,  643, 
Nystagmus,  55,  223,  313,  314,  339. 
in  cerebellar  abscess,  378. 
of  vestibular  origin,  314. 

O'Dwyer  intubation   set.  458,  459,  460, 

461.463. 
Office  equipment,  1-7. 
Ollier's  operation  for  sarcoma  of  nose, 

658. 
Onodi,  628. 

Opsonic  index,  99,  409. 
Opsonins,  98. 

Oropharynx,    malformations    and    de- 
formities, 688. 

surgical  anatomy  of.  686. 
Osier,  422,  423. 
Ossicles,  function  of,  26. 

ligaments  of.  178,  179. 

muscles  of,  179. 
Ossiculectomy,  268,  272. 

indications  for,  273. 

Kerrison  chisel  forceps  in,  278. 

ring  curets  in,  273. 

results  of,  277. 
Osteitis  of  middle  turbinals,  549. 
Osteomata    of    externa!    auditory    me- 
atus, 165. 


Ostium  maxillare,  567,  568. 
O  strum's  forward -cutting  forceps,  582. 
Otalgia,  56. 
in  diphtheria  of  ear,  4bl. 
in  rheumatic  fever,  477. 
Othematomata,  121. 
Otitic  vertigo,  54. 

Otitis  circumscripta  folltcularis,  124, 
externa  diffusa,  128. 
fungoides,  129. 
keratosa,  130. 
parasitica.  130. 
media,  acute  purulent,  196-209. 
bacteriology  of.  197. 
course,  200. 
diagnosis,  202. 
etiology.  197. 

in    epidemic    cerebro.spinal    menin- 
gitis, 476, 
in  influenza,  475. 
in  lobar  pneumonia.  476. 
in  measles,  469. 
life  insurance  and,  400. 
pathology,  196. 
prognosis.  203. 
symptomatology,  200. 
treatment,  203. 

by   incision   of  drum   membrane, 
204. 
chronic  purulent,  253-278. 
course,  259,  261. 
diagnosis,  262. 
perforations  of  drum  membrane 
an  aid  to,  263,  264,  265. 
etiology,  258. 
hearing  in.  266. 
intracranial  complications,  344. 
life  insurance  and,  400. 
new  growths  and,  257. 
pathology,  253. 

changes  in  bone,  256. 
changes    in    mucous    membrane, 
253. 
prognosis,  265. 
symptoms.  259. 
treatment,  267. 
local  therapy,  268. 
ossiculectomy,  272. 
radical  mastoid  operation,  268. 
279. 
neonatorum,  198,  209. 
Otodynia,  58. 
Otomassage,  89.  194. 
Otomycosis.  129. 
Otopiesis,  53. 
Otorrhea,  258,  259. 
influence   of    radical    mastoid    opera- 
tion on,  306. 
Otosclerosis,  385. 
cause,  386. 
diagnosis,  387. 
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Otosclerosis,  etiology,  385. 

from  gout,  482. 

in  syphilis,  434. 

pathology,  385. 

prognosis,  388. 

treatment,  388. 
Otoscope,  18,  26. 

Sieget,  65, 
Otoscopic  examination,  8,  10,  61,  62. 

obstacles  to,  62. 
Oval  window,  67. 
Ozena  laryngis,  770. 

of  syphilitic  origin,  440. 

rhinitis,  atrophic,  and,  508,  510. 

treatment  of.  Coffin's,  510. 

Pachyderma  laryngis,  768. 
symptoms,  768. 
treatment,  769. 
Pachymeningitis  externa,  364. 

interna,  367. 
Packer,  477. 
Pa^e,  Lafayette,  329. 
Pam,  as  a  general  symptom,  referable 
to  ear  and  surroundings,  56. 
io  Eustachian  tube,  57. 
in  external  auditory  meatus,  56. 
in  head,  57. 

in  mastoid  process,  57. 
in  neck,  57. 
in  pinna,  56. 
in  tympanic  cavity,  57. 
in  tympanic  membrane,  57. 
inflammatory,  56. 
neuralgic,  58. 
Palate  retractor.  13. 
White's,  14. 
soft,  paralysis  of,  406. 
Pansinusitis,  574, 
'Panze  flap.  \Ati.  292. 
Papillomata  of  larynx,  775. 
of  nose,  655. 
of  pharynx,  737. 
Paracentesis,  92,  204. 
indications  for,  205. 
instruments  for,  93,  94. 
in  acute  purulent  otitis  media,  204. 
preparation  of  patient  for,  92,  93. 
Paracusis,  188. 
loci,  52. 

Willisii,  53,  187. 
Paraffin    injection    in    atrophied    tur- 
binals,  514. 
cup.  633. 
in  "saddle"  nose,  632. 

Geruny  method,  632. 
methods  of  injection,  633. 
Paralysis,  facial,  of  otitic  origin,  309. 
338. 
of  larynx,  788. 
central,  789, 
peripheral,  790, 


Paralysis,  adductor,  775. 
bilateral  abductor.  791. 
complete,  of  recurrent  nerve,  792, 
induced  by  disease  or  injury  of  re- 
current laryngeal,  790. 
induced  by  disease  or  injury  of  supe- 
rior laryngeal,  796, 
of  arytenoids,  796. 
of  external  tensors,  797. 
of  internal  tensors,  796. 
of  pharynx,  742. 
of  soft  palate,  406. 
of  sphincter  of  epiglottis,  797. 
of  velum  palati,  742,  743. 
Parasites  in  nose,  643. 
Paresthesia  of  larynx,  786. 

of  pharynx,  744. 
Parker,  429,  492,  507.  520,  718,  744,  753. 

757,  759,  763. 
Parosmia  following  influenza,  476, 
Parotitis,  epidemic,  474, 
Pas  sow.  269. 

Passow-Trautmann  method,  303. 
Payne,  nasal  saw,  542. 
Pemphigus  of  external  ear,  118. 
Perceptive  apparatus,  disease  of,  385. 

405. 
Perforations    of    membrana    tympani, 
65,66. 
aid  in  diagnosing  chronic  purulent 
otitis  media,  263,  264,  265, 
Perforations  of  nasal  septum,  541. 
cause,  543. 
prognosis,  543. 
treatment,  543, 
Perichondritis,  120. 
of  auricle,  120, 
of  larynx.  758,  772. 
Periosteal  elevators.  Douglass,  229. 
i  Langenbeck,  229. 

;   Periostitis  of  mastoid  process,  210, 
Peritonsillar  abscess,  704,  708. 
Peritonsillitis,  704,  708,  710. 
Perrin,  448. 
Pertussis,  474. 

Pharyngitis,  acute  infectious,  699. 
membranous,  700. 
parenchymatous.  699. 
chronic  atrophic,  719. 
fetid,  720. 
'simple,  719. 
chronic  hyperplastic,  714. 
granular,  716. 
simple,  714. 
simple  acute,  695. 
toxic,  712. 
traumatic,  711. 
Pharyngocelc,   688.     See   also    Diver- 
ticula. 
Pharyngomycosis.    See  Keratosis. 
Pharyngoscope,  Hays,  15,  16^  664, 
Pharyngotomy,  subhyoid,  778. 
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Pharynx,  asymmetry  of,  688,  689. 
dilatation  of.  688. 
diverticula  of,  688. 
erysipelas  of,  476. 
examination  of,  14. 
fungoid  growths  in,  744. 
in  influenza,  476. 
in  measles,  470. 
inflammations    of,    acute    infectious, 

698. 
inflammations  of,  chronic,  714. 
neoplasms  of.  737. 
benign,  HT. 

adenomata.  738. 
angiomata,  738. 
dermoid  cysts,  738. 
fibromata,  737. 
papillomata,  737. 
malignant,  739. 
carcinomata,  740. 
sarcomata,  739, 
neuroses  of,  741. 
motor,  741. 
sensory,  743. 
paralysis  of.    Set  Neuroses, 
spasmodic  affections.     5*^^  Neuroses. 
Phillips,  78. 

Phillips's  complete  mastoid  outfit,  244-S. 
galvanoca'-'ery  knife,  682. 
headlight,     ectric,  4. 
history  card,  9. 
laryngeal  applicator,  665,  767. 
modification  of  Bosworth  nasal  spec- 
ulum, 11. 
noise  producer,  338. 
portable  operating  table,  243. 
tongue  depressor,  724. 
treatment  room.  1. 
waste-pail,  2. 
Phlebitis  in  purulent  otitis  media,  344. 
Physical  examination,  8-23. 
PhvsiotoKv  of  hearing,  24-33. 
Pierce,  287. 
Pilz,  435. 

Pinna,  paiti  in,  56. 

Pirqnet,    ci)ncerning   vaccination    in    tu- 
berculosis. 40H. 
Pitt,  345. 

life-insurance  statistics.  388. 
Pityriasis   capitis    extending    to    ixter- 

nal  ear,  117. 
Pneumatic  speculum,  22,  23. 
Pncumoliyclromassage,   Luca;,  388. 
Pncuiiioninssage,  88,  89. 
Pneumonia,  lolinr,  476. 
Podagra.    Sec  GiMit. 
Politzcr,  2(1,  52.  11.1.  Uv.  172,  213.  386, 
.1Q(,.  434.  435.  43(,.  488 

acouniftiT.  35.  3f). 
air-doucho  ban,  19. 
nietho<l  of  intlatinn.  16, 
Politzerization.  8(i,  M7. 


Pollen-therapy,  646. 
Polyotia,  142,  146. 

treatment,  149. 
Polypi,  aural,  254,  255,  270. 

in  mastoid  cells  and  antrum,  165. 

nasal,  651. 

pharyngeal,  683, 
Postauricular  openings,  persistent,  303. 
Postnasal  mirror,  Michaels's,  13,  14. 
Poulson,   life-insurance  statistics,  396. 
Poyst,  437. 
Pregnancy,  489. 
Pressure-atrophy    in    chronic    purulent 

otitis  media.  256,  257. 
Preysing,  374. 

Processus  uncinatus,  567,  587. 
Prolapse  of  ventricle  of  Morgagni,  774. 
Prussack's  space,  176,  180. 
Pseudoacousma,  188. 
Psoriasis  buccalis,  448. 

of  external  ear,  117. 
Puberty,  490. 
Pyemia,  otitic,  393. 

Quincke,  69.  73. 

Quinsy,  703. 

Quire  s  foreign-body  extractor,  138. 

Radiograph,     illustrating    status     tym- 
phaticus,  490. 

of    diseased    right    mastoid    process, 
221. 

of  healthy  left  mastoid  process,  221. 

of  normal  mastoid  process,  220. 

mastoid  process,  220-1. 

nasal  accessory  sinuses,  592-4. 

purulent     invasion     of     a     sigmoid 
sinus,  348. 

status  lymphatlcus,  490-1. 
Radiotherapy,  430. 
Radium    in    tuberculosis    'if    ear,    nose, 

and  throat,  408,  413. 
>Uae,  John  B.,  312. 
Randall.  345. 

life-insurance    statistics,  398. 
Rapkc,  384. 

Rarefaction   of  Iwne   in   chronic  puru- 
lent otitis  media,  256. 
Reflected  light,  4. 
Regnier.  693. 
Reid's  base  line,  372. 
Retractors,  mastoid  wound,  231. 

.-Mlport's,  231. 

Jacks,  231. 

submucous  hand,  535. 
Retropharyngeal  abscess,  693. 
Revolving  chair.  1. 
Revolving  stool.  3. 
Rheumatic  fever,  477. 
Rheumatism  and  pharyngitis,  716. 

and  tonsillitis,  706. 
Khinitis,  491. 
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Rhinitis,    acute,    due    to    chemical    and 
mechanical  causes,  499, 
due  to  local  specific  infections,  499. 
atrophic,  508. 
ditTerential  dia^osis,  511. 
etiology,  508. 
of  syphilitic  origin,  440. 
ozena  in,  SIC. 
pathology,  509. 
prognosis,  511. 
symptoms,  509. 
treatment,  512. 
caseosa,  517. 
diphtheritic.  498. 
erysipelatous,  499. 
general  remarks  on,  491. 
gonorrheal,  499. 
hyperesthetic,  484,  645. 
hyperplastic,  chronic,  503. 
membranous,  498. 
"occupation,"  499. 
of  acute  exanthemata,  498. 
of  influenza,  497. 
of  specific  inflammations,  517. 
purulent,  chronic,  515. 
diagnosis,  516. 
etiology,  515. 
symptoms,  516. 
treatment,  516, 
simple  acute,  492. " 
complications,  493. 
etiology,  492. 
pathology,  493. 
treatment,  494. 
general  local,  495. 
prophylactic,  495. 
simple  chronic,  501. 
after-treatment,  503. 
diagnosis,  502. 
etiology,  501. 
pathology,  501. 
prognosis,  502. 
treatment,  502. 
Rhinoliths,  643. 
Rhinorrhea  idiopathica,  649. 

cerebrospinal,  650. 
Rhinoscleroma,  478. 
Rhinoscopy,  anterior,  673. 

posterior,  12,  673. 
Richards's.  304,  342. 

curet,  284. 
Richardson,  215.  225,  227,  469,  711. 
headlight,  225. 

headrest  for  mastoid  operation,  225. 
Ricord,  436. 
Rieder,  75. 
Rieman.  27. 

Rinnc's  hearing  test,  39,  192. 
Robertson  tonsil  scissors,  727,  734. 
Roe,  630. 
operation    for   deformity  of  septum, 
537.  631. 


Roc  septum  forceps,  525, 

Roosa,  436. 

Rose-cold.    See  Rhinitis  hyperesthetica. 

Rosenberg,  448. 

Rosenheim  hemostatic  forceps,  726,  731. 

Rosenmuller's  fossa,  661. 

Ross,  788,  790. 

Rotator,  Phillips's,  316. 

Rothein,  470. 

Rouge,  operation  for  sarcoma  of  nose, 

658. 
Round  window,  67. 
Rubella.  471. 
Rubeola.  471. 

Safety-pin  closer,  Mosher,  819. 

Sajous,  484,  485. 

Sajous'  cotton -holding  forceps,  816,  820. 

Santi,  7U0. 

Sarcomata  of  external  ear,  159. 

of  larynx,  778. 

of  nose,  6S7. 

serum  therapy  in,  659. 
Saw,  nasal,  Bosworth,  541. 

Payne,  542. 
Scarlatina,  467. 

of  ear,  467. 

of  larynx,  469. 

of  nose,  468. 

of  oropharynx,  468. 
Scheibe,  182. 

Scheinmann,  laryngeal  forceps,  770, 
Schmidt.  483. 
Schmidt,  Montz,  statistics  of  neoplasms 

of  larynx,  775. 
Schuize,  369. 
Schwabach,  390.  436.  487. 

hearing  test,  38. 
Schwartze.  67.  71,  97,  205,  221,  270,  387, 

398. 
Scissors,  Asch  septum,  526,  527. 

Holmes's  middle  turbinal,  552,  553. 

Jackson's  turbinectomy,  559,  561. 

Robertson  tonsil,  727,  734. 

turbinal,  561, 
Sclerosis  of  bone   in  chronic  purulent 

otitis  media,  256. 
Screw-worms  in  nose,  643. 
Scurvy,  489. 

Sebaceous  cysts  of  auricle,  152, 
Seborrhea  of  external  ear,  117. 
Semicircular  canals,  29,  30. 
Semon,  757,  782,  795,  800. 
Semon- Rosen  bach  law,  789,  792. 
Septicemia,  otitic,  394. 
Septum,  nasal,  518,  544. 
Serum  therapy  of  nose,  659. 
Shambaugh,  30,  32,  33,  385. 
Sharp's     modification     of     Bosworth's 

nasal  speculum,  12. 
Sheppard,  365. 
Shrapnell's  membrane,  175. 


854 


INDEX. 


Sicord.  70. 

Siebenmann,  167,  170,  174,  386,  390,  451. 

flap,  296. 
Siegel  otoscope,  65. 

pneumatic  speculum,  22,  23. 
Simpson's  sponge  tampon,  542, 

test,  535. 
Singers'  nodes.     See  Chorditis  nodosa. 
Sinus,  accessory,  nasal,  566. 

anatomical  classification,  566. 
ethmoidal,  610. 
frontal,  587. 
maxillary,  566. 
skiagraphy  of,  577,  592. 
sphenoidal,  621. 
lateral,  anatomy  of,  346. 

injury  to.  in  radical  mastoid  opera- 

tion,  287. 
thrombosis  of.  344. 
thrombosis,     anatomical      considera- 
tions, 346. 
diagnosis,  355. 
etiology,  347. 
pathology.  349. 
prognosis,  357. 

relative    frequency   of    intracranial 
complications  of  otitic  cirigin, 
345. 
symptoms,  350. 

treatment.  357.  , 

jugular  resection,  360. 
after-treatment,    difficulties   of, 

362. 
technique,  360. 
Sinusitis,    frontal.      See    Inflammation 

of. 
Skiagraphy.  577,  592.  615. 
Skin-graft.  Thitrsch,  296. 
Sluder's  method  fiir  removal  of  faucia! 

tonsils.  7.^0-1. 
Small-pox,  474. 
Smith,  Klk-rv.  160. 
Smith.   Ilaminn.  (lOO.  H^\. 

parafhn  syringe,  632. 
Snare,  cold-wire.  Langcnbeck,  656. 
nasal,  Krause.  553. 
ton.sil,  Mnselev,  726. 
turhinal,  MiaK  561,  562. 
Solis-(."ohi'n.  449. 
ti'chnii|ne    for  complete  laryngotomy, 
7W. 
SonuTS.  4K5. 

Souiiii-condncting  apparatus.  25. 
Souiul-pcrcciving  ajiijar.itus.  29. 
SpasuKMlic  iarviigeal  cough.     See  Cho- 
rea of  larynx. 
Spasms  of  glottis.  798. 
of  larynx,  79H. 
of  co-ordination.  800. 
Specnhmi,  aural,  10. 
Delstaiiche,  23. 
electric,  93. 


Speculum,  aural,  Siegel  pneumatic,  2% 
23. 
nasal,  10.  U. 

Allen-Hctfennann's,  535. 
Bosworth's,  11,  12. 
Killian's.  329. 
Mvles"s.  12. 
Phillips's,  11.  12. 
Sharp's,  11.  12. 
separable.  Jackson,  817. 
tubular.  816. 
Sphenoidal    sinus,    anatomy,    patholog- 
ical, 622. 
surgical.  621. 
diseases  of,  624. 
empyema  of,  625. 
prognosis,  625. 
symptoms,  625. 
treatment,  577,  625. 
surgical,  626. 
external  operations,  628. 
perforation  of  anterior  wall, 

627. 
radical  operation,  627. 
simple    enlargement    of    os- 
tium, 626. 
Sphygmomanometer,  Faught,  486,  487. 

Janeway,  102. 
Spine  of  Henle,  229,  230. 
Spira,  269. 

Spirocheta  pallida.  432. 
Splint,  intranasal,  432. 
nasal,  vulcanized  rubber,  525,  527. 
nasal-tube,  Mayer,  527. 
Spokcshave,  Herens,  563,  564. 
S])(>nge,   nernav's,  641. 
holder,  fnoli'dge.  819. 

Hunirr.  ()80. 
tampon.  Simpson's,  542. 
tent,  Simpson's,  535. 
"SiiiinKy  spot"  in  mastoiditis.  229,  243. 
Sprav  apparatus,  4. 

IV  Vill.iss.  4. 
Siiray  S'lUitions,  5. 

Douglas's  fornnda  for,  496. 
for  hav   fever,  649. 
Spray-tip.  "Thomson.  5. 
Spurs,   septal.  519. 
Stacke.  2S0.  291.  307. 
mcat.-il  flap.  291.  292. 
o|ieratii>n    for  sii])ernumcrary  auricle, 
14<.. 
■'Stammering  of  the  cords,"  81X). 
Stapes,  29. 
dislodgnient    of.    in    radical    mastoid 

operation.  228. 
ligaments  of.  179. 
Stark.  819, 

Status  Ivmpbaticus.  490, 
Steel.  M3. 
Stein.  yiZ.  482. 
Steinbriiggc,  253,  436, 
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Stenosis,  congenital,  of  pharynx,  688. 

laryngeal,  773, 
Sterilizers,  3. 

portable,  245. 
Sticker,  480. 
Stoerck,  426. 
Stahr,  701. 
Stool,  revolving,  3. 
Stotzner,  390. 
Straussmann,  701. 
Stricture  of  external  auditory  canal. 

See  Atresia  of. 
Stubb's  adenoid  curet.  676,  677. 
Submucous  resection  of  nasal   septum, 
29,  531. 
of  inferior  turbinal,  564. 
set,  539. 
Suepfle,  44. 
Sugar,  390. 

Suspension  laryngoscopy,  803. 
Suture,  clamp,  Michers,  726. 
Synechiae  in  nares,  565. 
Syphilis,  aural,  and  life  insurance,  4(X). 

Ehrlich's  preparation,  "606,"  in,  432. 

of  external  ear,  432. 

of  internal  car,  435. 

of  laryn.x,  437. 

of  middle  ear,  434. 

of  mouth,  434. 

of  pharynx,  437. 

salvarsan  treatment  of,  434. 
Syringe,  antitoxin.  456. 

for  removal  of  cerumen,  80, 

postnasal,  512,  513. 
Tabes  dorsaiis,  488. 
Table,  Phillips's,  243. 
Taylor,  309,  311. 
Tcgmen  tympani,  173. 
Temperature  in  aural  diseases,  60. 
Temporal  bone,  fracture  of,  45. 
Tenaculum.  Carter's  tonsil,  725,  726. 
Teutlevan.  177. 
Texier,  437. 
Thierfelder,  471. 
Thiersch  skin-graft,  296. 
Thiesen.  746.  [catarrh,  195. 

Thiosinaniin     in     chronic     middle-ear 
Thoma.  75. 
Thomson,  J.  J.,  5. 

protector  for  adenoid  curet,  678. 

tenaculum  forceps.  724, 

tongue  depressor,  723. 
Thomson.   St.  Claire,  607,  650,  699. 
Thorn waldt's  bursa,  662. 
Throat,  examination  of,  11. 
Thrombosis,  lateral  sinus,  344,  346, 
Thrush,  744. 
Thyrotomy.  778,  782. 
TiJIey,  601.  607. 

Tinnitus    auriuni,    high    blood-pressure 
and,  486. 
in  anemia,  487-  ' 


Tinnitus  aurium,  in  chronic  interstitial 
nephritis,  489. 
in  aural  hysteria,  404. 
in  chronic  middle-ear  catarrh  188. 
in  mumps,  474. 
in  neurasthenia.  401. 
in  purulent  labyrinthitis,  337. 
in  purulent  otitis  media,  260. 
in  tabes  dorsaiis,  vibratory  massage 

for.  89. 
with    nasal    obstruction    of    septal 
origin,  523. 
Tobleitz,  469. 

Toboid,  scarifier,  747,  756. 
Tod  Hunter.  375.  378,  380. 
Tongue,  687. 

Tongue  depressor,  Chapin's,  13,  674. 
Phillips's.  724. 
Thomson's.  723. 
Tonsil,  capsule  of.    See  Tonsillitis, 
crypt  knife,  Kyle's,  726. 
cysts  of,  733. 
faucial,  686. 
function  of,  701, 
hypertrophicd,  720. 
indications  for  removal  of,  722. 
knife,   Douglas.  726. 
lingual,  667.  687,  735. 
Luschka's,  667. 
portals  of  infection.  701. 
punch,  Myles's,  726.  730. 
scissors,  Robertson.  727. 
separators.  Kurd's,  726,  728. 

Leland's,  725. 
snare,  Moseley.  726. 
tenaculum.  Carter's.  725. 
forceps,  Thomson's,  724. 
Tonsillectomy,  723. 
Tonsillitis,  acute  infectious,  701. 
complications.  706. 
diagnosis,  706. 
etiology,  703. 
pathology,  704. 
prognosis,  706, 
symptoms,  705. 
treatment,  707. 
after-treatment,  710. 
general,  707. 
local,  708. 
prophylactic,  707. 
varieties.     See   Pathology, 
chronic  hyperplastic,  720. 
diagnosis,  721. 
etiology.  720. 
pathology,  720. 
prognosis,  721, 
symptoms,  721. 
treatment,  721, 
Tonsillotome.  lingual,  Myles's,  736. 
Mathicu,  72a  729,  735. 
McKenzie,  728.  729,  734. 
Tonsillotomy,  722,  W. 
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Tonsillotorny,       after-treatment,       730. 

See  aho  Adenoids. 
Toyiibee.  28,  272,  474. 
Tracheobronchial  tree,  822. 
Tracheobronchoscopy,  direct    See  Lar- 
yngoscopy, 
lower,  824. 
Tracheoscopy,    direct.     See   Laryngos- 

c(^y. 
Tracheotomy  for  benign  neoplasms  of 
larynx,  778. 
in  diphtheria,  465. 
tube,  Hahn's,  782. 
Trachoma  of  vocal  cords.     See  Chor- 

ditis  nodosa. 
Tragus,  malformations  of,  145,  149. 
Transillumination     of     frontal     sinus, 
592. 
of  maxillary  sinus,  574. 
Coakley  lamp  for,  575. 
Trautmann,  307,  413. 

triangle,  340. 
Treatment  room,  1-7, 
Trelot,  419. 
Triboulet.  477. 

Trocar,  antrum,  Myles's,  576,  579. 
Troltsch,  280. 
Tuberculosis,  407-431. 
antitoxins  and,  408. 
Calmette    ophthalmic     reaction    and, 

408. 
of  accessory  sinuses,  417. 
of  ear,  409. 
of  larynx,  422. 
of  mouth  and  pharynx,  418. 
of  nose,  413. 
opsonic  index  and,  408. 
radium  and,  408. 
tuberculins  and,  408. 
vaccination  and,  408. 
X-ray  and.  408. 
Tuerck's  concealed  applicator,  768. 
Tumas,  75. 
TiininR-forks,   Bczold-Edelmanii,  37. 

Lucae,  37. 
Turbinate  bones,  anatomy  of,  546. 
function  of,  547. 
hyperplasia,  true,  SS7. 

indammation  of,  acute.  556. 
synechias  of,  565. 
hypertrophy  of.  503. 
inferior,  S56. 
atrophy  of.  558.     See  aho  Atro- 
phic rhinitis. 
dilatations  of.  559. 
reduction  of  hyperplasia  with  gal- 

vanocautery,   559,   560. 
submiicons  rtsection,  564. 
turhinectomy,  5<i0,  S(y3. 
turbinotomy,  560,  562. 
middle  and  superior,  549. 
diseases  of,  549. 


Turbinate  bones,  middle  and  superior, 
diseases  of,  treatment  of,  550. 
enlargement  of,  550. 
surgical,  550. 
anesthetic,  551. 
operation,  552. 
preparation  of  patient,  551. 
removal  of  entire  middle,  553. 
results,  555. 
Turbinectomy,  552,  553.  560. 
Turbinotomy,  552,  560,  562. 
Turner,  607,  668.  672. 
Tympanic  cavity,  inflation  of,  16. 

pain  in,  57. 
Tympanic  membrane,  atrophy  of,  67. 
Tympanophony.     See  Autophony. 
Typhoid  fever,  472. 

complications  of,  in  car,  472. 
larynx,  472.  473. 
mouth,  472. 
nose.  472. 
pharynx,  473, 

vaccmc  preventive  treatment,  473. 
Typhus  fever,  473. 
Tyson,  748, 

Ulcerations  of  septum,  544. 

Umbo.  62,  175,  176. 

Urbantschitsch,  86,  195,  366,  397,  474. 

Uremia,  489. 

Utricle.  30. 

Uvula,  686,  687. 

adhesions  of,  692. 

elongation  of.  690. 

malformations,  689. 

rudimentary,  ()89. 

surgical  removal.  690. 

treatment,  690. 

ulcerations,  f)92. 
Uvulitis,  acute.  691. 
I'vulotonie.  McKenzie.  690. 

Vaccine  therapy,  98. 

Valsalva's  melhod  of  inflating  ear,   16, 

17,  28,  68. 
Vaporizer.    Dench    middle-ear,    18,    2t>, 

87. 
Vapors,    introduction    of,    into   middle 

ear,  87. 
Varix.  lingual,  687,  735,  736. 
Velum    palati,   unilateral    paralysis    uf, 

742.  743. 
Vertigo,   laryngeal,  801. 
otitic,  55. 
vestibular,  312. 
Vestibular  apparatus,  312. 
Vestibule  of  labyrinth,  29,  30. 
Vibratory  massage,  89. 
Vincent's  angina,  706,  710, 

treatment,  710,  711. 
V  ire  how,  166. 
Vocal  cords,  tuberculosis  of,  434,  425. 
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Voice,  changes  in,  in  adenoids,  670,  671. 
in  chronic  hyperplastic   laryniritis, 

764. 
in  tuberculosis  of  larynx,  423. 
tests  for  hearing,  34,  35. 
Voss,  bruit  in  sinus  thrombosis,  350. 

Wade,  477. 

Wagener's    adaptation    of    the    Michel 
clamp     suture      for     tonsillar 
hemorrhage,  727. 
forceps,  581. 

Waldeyer's  ring,  667. 

Walsham.  701. 

Wassermaiin    test    in    labyrinthitis    ac- 
companying syphilis,  333. 
in  lupus  of  nose,  416. 
in  syphilis  of  middle  ear,  435. 

Waste  pail.  Phillips's,  3. 

Watch  test  for  hearing.  34. 

Water,  hot  and  cold  applications,  S5. 

Water  massage  of  drum  membrane.  83. 

Weber's  hearing  test,  39. 

Weiss,  469. 

Wertheimer,  73. 

Wet  cups  for  local  bloodletting,  96. 

White's  palate  retractor,  14. 

Whiting,  293. 

Whooping-cough.    Set  Pertussis. 


Widal.  487. 
Wiese,  435. 

Wild's  incision,  97,  164.' 
Williams,  Watson,  488.  702.  752,  774. 
Wittmaack,  391. 
Woakes.  651. 
Wolf,  35. 
Wolfenden,429. 
Wood,  419,  422,  701,  745. 
Wright,  Jonathan,  41,  78,  99,  159,  351, 
419.  432,  652,  701,  702,  703,  780. 

X-rays  in  epithelioma  of  auricle,  157. 
in  rhinoscleroma.  479. 
in  sarcoma,  568. 
in  traumatic  pharyngitis,  712. 
in  tuberculosis,  408,  413,  417. 

Yankauer,  medicine  dropper,  429. 
periosteum  elevator,  536. 
septal  curet,  531,  532. 

Zarniko,  510. 

Zaufel,  136. 

Zerotii,  335,  365, 

Zieglcr.  375. 

Ziem,  574. 

Ziemssen.  368,  778. 

Zuckerkandl.  568,  570.  571,  572,  587,  623. 


